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UMMARY send OMMESONE WNO IS NIS representaTtive n VeTY
Ihe article CONSISTS Of DaISs speclal WOY Al OT Ines In eSUS

n ihe IrS Dart IV IS given Ihe MAIN eJj AaNnd NIS preaching An fe Imself distinguished
ferentT VIeWS nNave een heild INrOoUgNOUT ages IS Dresent ageE AanNnd ine age COME

However, IneYy (re nOT simply subsequent. KaTtherIihe NiIsTOrY Of Ine Christian Church Ince
the NT IS Ike elllpse ITn fOCI. OnAugustine WOS Increasing

Idenftify Ine KiINngdom ITn Ine isıble church In TIhe Ine ONe hand ihe UU COMMe N Ily eschaTtolog-
Midadle Ages TAIS IeC Ine INTAMOUS Dull NamM ICl ONn the nNand In the COMING Of eSUS T
anctam Of ONI MIl subjecting Ine poral NaSs already arrivedi OsT Of ine chools Of Thought
W Ine spiritual. Ihe Keformers WI mentloned n Ihe Ir! Da DUT all ihe

ONe Of T1TWO fOCI Only the salvatlon NistTOryICdeOS, DUuT ACN WwenTtT NISs OW! WOY | uTher
SCNOO| TIake DOoTth aspecCTs I seriously.STrO|  Iy Advocatled Ine IdeC Of

regimenTs, namely ihe kiNngdom Of Od’s left AS matier Of AaCT TNIS dua| IS
Nand An Thart Of NIS nand Calvin disTIn- INrOoUgNOUT Gall the Of iIne NT Nowhere, NOW-
quished beiween CArist's KINngdom Aand hatT Of SVeOlT7, GTre kingdom and church iıdentTifiled Ihe

church IS the MeSSIANIC ComMUNITY, belongingBY Ihe DreaCcChiIng Of Ine GOospe!l Ihe KING- Ine Messiah DOTN In NIS having COMEe and In MISQOM Of CArist NaSs Denetrate INTO SCU-
menTtT Of Il ıfe In Ihe 19t+h CenTury Ne  s nTer- COomMINg agaln.
ST n Ihe CONCcepT Of iIne KINgdOomM Of S0
‚argely due Ihe d  | OT the meTthNOds Ihis NTl Of Ihe Kingdom 306 nas

NiISsTOrcAl-CrNNCOA| reseaAhrC Ost ibera| TneOlOo- „ CONSEQUENCES fOr Ihe DETSDEC-
Tive Of Ihne kingdom IS ully t+heo-centric IT COMPTIS-glans GT CONCenTralie: Ihe religious-ethical S Ine wNnole Of CreaTIon And TIhe wNnole Of NISTOrY.l Of eSUSs, N Ine individual!

ellever, ANnd AIs 5 Ine MAOAIN eqilure Christ IS already The VETY centre Of NISTOrYy
tIhe KINgAOM In SONTME SE@CTIONS IDer- DuTt HIS reign IS Il nidden SUD (re

allsm , especlally In Americag, Gl alientlion already Iving n Ine Kingdom Of Christ nas
een dre iving NO  s Dbeiween D-dayWOS OCUSsSe Ine SOCIO| aspecCT OT the KING- and V-day (Cullmann) BuTt Ine dragon IS Il alıvedOM (e.g RAaus  usch) re and and DersecCuTtes Ihe ine Church) Rev 12)Schweitzer rediscovered TIne eschaTtological

framework Of esSUuSs n OQUT OWT) CenTury SOMeTIMES IMNOY SSEe few SIONS OT QUT

VIEeWS Ine eyistent!  Ist VIEW nıIdden reign. OT hart In astern
Europe few o [0[0] WNO belleve In TAIS(e.g Bulitmann) Ine eaIze @SC  |  Y VIEW KINO MAY allan In TnIs WOTI Ihey ShOUuld(e.g. AaNnd Ine sSsalvallon NISTOrYy VIEW (e.g attempt ThIngs fOr elr KINOgullmann N Kidderbos) Alongside VOTIlI-

OUS developments WeTe and (re GlsOo tIhe KUuyper Pro Just IKe QOUr KINg should
milenarıan VI@WS, IT Ir VOGrNOUS COonceptlons. ODeN Deople Ground US and ShOW hem nIs

and and VI  ess BUuT
NexT, SUMMAAOTY IS given OT Ine biblical sShOould ISO IrYy change The STrUCTUres TnIs

data IS evident hart Ine Cconcepft Of The WOTI hat Inhey IOonger enslave Deople Dut
kingdom (350C IS cCenTra| n esus serT nem free Ine kingdom Tself IS
oreaching AanNnd utThe tTerm iTself IS Of OQUT mMmaking. eMAaINS O0d’s Olft AanNnd wIlll
NnOT Used n The Old Testament the ASIC Ided IS COMMe n all TS ullness, when n QUT KING eliurs
definitely Dresent In Darticular n iIne The end Of NISTOrY.
r  S (S0C IS GT wWOTrK n NISTOrY. One daYy l
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RESUME Ignes de AT COoNvergent JEsus, vIe e?L’article ompren! TTrOIS es. enseignement. ul-Mäme Istingue eUX äges«SI@CI@S» ' äge sie&cle) Dresent e} 'Ääge siecle) ventır.LG oreı Ies Qiverses CONCEP-HONS defendues durant I’histoire de 'Eglise CcChreflenne. Rourfo_nt‚ ] n DOS nire simple SUCC@SsSION.
Darfır de SGIN Augustin note IC Tendance L enseignement CUu N.T. est Dl UuUNe ellipse,

Crolssante ( IıdenTTIer le TOYOUMeE ’Eglise visıble deuX yers. une ge ventıir totalement
Au oyen Age lle CONdUuM Iq Irop ameuse schatfologique. "autre Dart, est dejÄ AMVE IC
ulle de ONITACEe VIll INaMmM Sanctam, Qui assujetfis- venue de Jesus. La plupart des &coles de pensee
SGIT le DOUVOIr tempoOoreli spimuel. Les Sformateurs mentlonnGes ans IC miere lje mefTttfent

Aaccent SUr l'un des EUX foyers. Seule eScole diterompirent UVSC Ces Idees, MAGIS cChacun alla SOr}
DropTeE chemin. L uther Stalt Darısan de de de I’histoire du salut semble Dorendre COompfTe
EUX «egimMES»: le [ OYaUuMeE de Iq entierement les EUX aspects FN effet accent
MaAaIN gauche de Dieu eT celu! de MAaIN role Dormre SUT les eUX aspects iravers TOUS Ies IIvres
Calvin soulignait Iq distincthon nire le T OYaUMeE dUu U N.T. ulle DaIT, cependanft, lje [TOyaume e7 '’EgliseSONT ıdentifies L’Eglise est IC COMMUNGUT:Christ e? Ccelul de ATaNn Par Iq D  Ication de messiaNIqUE, Jle a  en Messie, C' Evangile, le [TOYGUME U ChristVa DEenNetrer TOUS
Ies domaines de IC vIe quofldienne. Au siecle, elu! qui est VeENUu et Qqui evient.

NOUVE| nterät Te: OUr lje CONCEePT dUu
ITOyYaUMeE de Dieu, rul Donne ıe dUu Ceft enseignement U NT SUr le [TOYAUME
developpement des recherches NistoricO-crifiques. d’iImportantes CONSEQUENCES DOUFr auourd’hul, LO
o Dlupart des MeoOologiens IDErauxX CONCEeNTTEreN Derspective dUu Toyaume est Toute ESocentrigue
d’abord SUr le CONTeNUu ETNICO-religieUuX de "en- Je ompren Tout qul rele&ve de Iq cCreation e7
selgnement de SUS, selon Qu’il s appligue CUX ’histoire Le NS est des aujourd’hui le Cenire
Croyanrs tanrt qu’Individus, 7 Ils le rar mMmeMeEe de I’histoire, MAGIS SOrn r  e est SNCOFe
principal dUu TOyYaUMe, PUuIs ANsSs certalines branches rOoyauTe sub OUS VIVONS
dUu IIpberalisme, Darficulier mMeriqgue U Nord dejä ANs lje [TOyYaUuMmMe CUu NS SatTan STe VAINCU.
uTe | anTention DOMa SUr ’aspect SOCIG| U OUS VIVONS nlire e Jour et e Jour (Cullmann).
Troyaume (D Rauschenbusch). re e7 IS e dragon est SNCOTre Vivanıt e7 IC
CNweIlTzer redecouvrirent IC ame eschatologiqgue femme V’Eglise, 12) Parfois MOUS DOUVONS

|enseignement de JE Au 720e SI  e TTOISs ulres apercevolr uelques signes dUu de
DOINTS virent le Jour: eyistentialiste NOTre eigneur C qui est AITIVEe

Europe de ] uelques annees (CCeux QUulBullmann); /eschatologie realise&e
crolent XO Deuvent le SEer(vIr SUr elfe Terre ISeT de I NısTolre el salut SX., Uullmann e7euftre, les CONCEPTIONS mMillenaristes, ANs leur devraient entreprendre de grandes Choses DOUT

diversite, developpaient oarallelement. leur ROl (Abraham uyper. Pro ege Comme NnOTre
XO |10US devrions Slre attenftifs CUX gens QU! |10USSuit :‚Olurt resuUuMeEe des dONNGSESs DIOliques. { est entTourent e7 leur montTtrer g Misericordeevicdent UUE le MNeme U TOYaUME de JeU OUVe eT COMpAasslion. IS 110US devrions CIUSS| SSSUaYVETCenTtre /enseignement el q redication de

JE Quoiqgue - Termme MEeMeEe SOI DOJS EMPIOYE
de changer les structures de MONdeE, DOUT QU QUleUu de CcConTtribuer ( l esclavage des numains,NS VALT. Idee essentelle Dresente, DarmMCcU- elles Aassuren leur Iberte Le [OyaumMme ul-meme,lJer Chez lIes Drophetes Dieu est “Oeuvre AaNs NEeCNMOINS, SSr DAS de NOTre alt. | reste lje don'histolre Un Jour, Dieu S Ve/NTdC quelqgu’un QUuI lje 16D0- de Dieu, e7 realisera NS en! lUul,resentera UunNne mMaANISre Toute DpEeCciale. es Ces NOTre ON reviendra ( IC fin de INistolre

ZUSAMMENFASSUN
Jes ZUT Derüchtigten ulle Unam anctam DDer (=) Desteht (UuS drei Tellen
ON  UuS MIl die die emMiche EW der gelslichenM ersten Teil WIrd en Überblick üuDer die verschle- unteroranete Die Keformatoren Brachen MT diesenenen Sichtweisen gegeben die IM Aautfe der Vorstellungen, WODE| Jedoch Jjeder eigene WegeSeschichte der christlichen Kıirche ZU eMmMdad ESCHIN Luther aallı Nachdruck die re VOrNvorgeiragen wurden Seit Augustinus Desteht INne den Z7we| Yelichen der KXegimenten, Ämlich eINneswacNnsende Tendenz, das IC es MT der

siıchtbaren Kırche gleichzusetzen Im elafler hrte
Keiches OTIes echter UNd eINes ZUT OTTes inker
Hand Calvin rschied zwischen derm eIlC
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Chrisfti UNG dem des SaTaNns. Urc die Predigt des andererseits Ist sIie mit dem KommMmen Jesu Hereits
Evangellums sollte das eIC Christi In Je‘ ereich angebrochen. FGISstT lle IM ersten Te!ıl erwannTten
des taglichen LeDens eindnngen. mM 9.Jh erwachte chulen legen allen CCAuf eINeN der
das InTteresse IC OTTes erneuft, IC zuletzt BrennNpunNkte., Lediglich die heilsgeschichtiche Schule
Gls ol der eInoden historisch-krifischer FOr- nahm e| pekte Eerns Tatsächlich egegne
SChUNG. Fast le Iberalen eOo konzentrierte: ljese doppelte IC| n allen CNrmTEe| des Doch
siCh ZUNOGÖC Cuf die religiÖs-ethische re Jesu, werden eIlC| OTTes UNd Kirche keiner Stelle
wIe sIe dem einzelnen Gläubigen begegnert, UNG eInNnaAaNnder gleichgesetzft. DIe Kırche ist messianNische
betrachteten diese e| als das eigentliche Semelnschafrt, ge ZU  3 Messias und dies In
Charakteristikum des eiches Später, VOT allem In seINneN ekommenNseIN Uund n seINner Wiederkunft.
Nordamerika konzentrierten einige Kichtungen
beraler TIheologie ihre Aufmerksamkeit Cuf den 1 DIie n VOI eIC OTTes wichtige KON-
soziaglen spe des eiches (z.B Rauschenbusch) SEQUENZEN) für das Heute Die IC des eiches Ist
re| Uund Schweizer entTdeckten den SC}  'OlO- gänzlic theozentrisch eS umfaßt die gesamfte

SChÖöpfung SOWIE die gesamfte Seschichte Christusgischen Yahmen der re Jesu n UNSeSTEeTT]
Ist uch EeuTe die He der Seschichte wenngleichJahrhundert egegnen drei andere Sichtwelsen
sen IC verborgen bleibft: SUub CT Wirdie eyistenzialistische IC Aanns, die Yeal- hereits IM IC Christi enn der AaTaneschatologie und die heilsgeschichtliche

Sichtweilse Cullmanns UNd Einhergehend wurde Desiegt. Wir en Ischen dem Iag der
mMIT diesen verschiedenen Entwicklungen gab UNd Ankunft UNd dem Iag der Wiederkunft (Cullmann).
gibf 5 In inren verschiedenen Ausformungen UuCcNn Aber der Drache lebt NnOCh UNG verfolgt die FrCIU
chiliastische Interpretfafionen. die Kirche) (Apk 12) ANCAMOG könNnnen WIF einige

wenige eichen des verborgenen eiches UNSSerTeSs
IM zwellen Teil ird INne KUNZe /Zusammenfassung emn senen ICch Q| die EFreignisse In

der biblischen CTe| gegeben FS ST evidenTt, daß Osteuropa. DIe, die diesen glauben,
der (sedanke des eiches OTTes M der erku  - KÖöNNeNn IN} In dieser Welt dienen Sie solfen (Sroßes
gUuNg Jesu en zenTtrales IST. Obwohl der für inren Tun ra  o Pro Wie
egn IM AT NIC vorkommTt, finden sich dor efintv, NIg selbst, oltfen wir für die Menschen
insbesondere De| den Propheften, GCZUu grundle- UNS erum en sern UNG iInnen seINne Na UNG
ge edanken (SOM Irkt In der Geschichte Barmherzi  eit zeigen. Aber WIT ollten ucn
Ines ages ıra Sl eInen senden, der quf QANZ versuchen, die Trukturen dieser elt verändern,
nesonNdere else sern Kepräsentant sen ird Alle daß sIe NIC Iänger enschen n KNnechts
jese GlTt. (Inien aufen Cuf EeSUS, seIne Predigt Uund alTe ondern efreien Dennoch, das IC selbst
sen en Fr seIhst untTers:  le Z7WE| Zeiten die ıST niemals 1WAOS, das WIT C(UuS UTI$S hervorbrächtTen
gegenw  ige UNd die zukünffige. Dennoch folgen FS DleibTt OTTes esScCNeN UNG ird In seINner Ulle
sIe NIC einfach aqufeiınander Die alı! re ST kKommMmen, WeTNM ST, FNnde der
vielmenrT wie ine Elliose MIIT zwel Brennpunkten. Seschichte wiederkehrt.
FINerseIs ST die ommMEeNdE Zef QANMZ eschafologisch,

DIFFEREN T De 1ULLALTE De. City of Here he
contrasts the earthly CIty, that 1S, the SECU-the COUTSEe of the centurıles ere has lar world, which Comprı1ses the profane aneen quıte number of different inter-

pretatıons of the New Testament concept the reprobate but Iso the demons, ıth
the CLULLAS Deiı, the °C1ty of od‘, whichof the 'kıngdom of (GG0d’ Naturally, 1ıt. 1S cComprı1ses the angels an the saınts of allımpossı1ıble LO discuss them all an to dis-
ages Although ın Augustine’s 1e W this

CUSS them al great engt. It must suffice
LO summarıze SOINE of the maın ideas. City of (30d’ much wıder than the empI1r-

ical church, he nevertheless Sees VverYy
When er the cConversıon of close relationship between the LWO an 1ın

onstantine the Tea the church egan LO this WaYy his 1e W paved the WaYy for later
expand rapıdly, SOOI1 SPCE the tendency developments ın the Mıddle Ages Fairly
arıse LO identify the kingdom ıth the VI1S1- SOOIMN the church egan LO identify iıtself
ble church The beginnings of ıt Ca increasıngly ıth the kingdom an 1156e-

already be found ın Augustine’s great work quently claimed authority 1ın both spirıtual
uroJIh 30
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and worldly affaırs. The most strıkıng (IV, 11,4) Yet the identification 18
example of thıs claım 1Ss found 1n the complete. The kingdom of Christ (which 1S
famous bull Unam Sanctam 1issued by the present form of the kingdom of od) 1sS
Pope Boniface VIMN The POPDE declared that much wıder than the church. From the
both the spırıtual SWOTrd’ an the temporal Word that 1s being preached ın the church
Sword’ WerTe alıke commiıtte: tO the church. ıt extends LO and penetrates into family ıfe
Although the temporal Sword’ Was delegat- an into all aspects of socıety al largeed to the secular authorities, the empora Wherever lıfe 1sS sanctified by the gospelremaıned subject tO the spirıtual an by the of the Holy Spirit, there

because the latter W as the higher
an the eater of the LWO

SCe traces of the kingdom. Ronald
Wallace Says that ‘the fulfilment of the

Reformers broke ıth these ideas renewal an restoratıion of order through
the Cross 15 something that has LO be INan-and rejecte the identification of church

an kıngdom. Yet there ATrTe SOTINE 1mMpor- iıfested 1ın the life of socıety the influence
tLant differences between them cConcerning of the Cross 1S experıenced from day LO
their V1eW of the kingdom. Luther strongly day Calvin’s Doctrine of the Christian

Life, 1959, 110) Abraham Kuyper W asadvocated the iıdea of LWwoO 'kingdoms’ clearly 1ın line ıth thıs when he maın-Tegıments). The ONe kıngdom 1S that which
stands under the authority of the secular taıned that ‘there 1S not SQUare iınch of
government. E MaYy be called od’s kıng- ıfe of which Christ 0es not SaVyY “It 1S

mıne”. It 0es not surprıse either thatdom an ave LO obey ı, but ıt 1S only he WTOLE three-volume work the task‘*the kingdom of 0d’s left an His rıght- of the Christian In the WOrTr. under theful kingdom where He Hımself rules an
where He appoınts neıther father NOr

Pro Rege For the Kıng)
mother, CINDETOT 1107 king, henchman NOr In partıcular ın the 19th century e
poliıceman, but where He 1S Himself the interest ın the concept of the ‘king-Lord 1Ss this where the Gospel 1s being dom of (30d’ This Was maınly due LO the
preached LO the pOoor’. hıs Tıghtful king- development of New Testament historical-
dom 1S the church. It cannot be denied
that here, LOO, find SOINeE kınd of identi-

eritical research ın this centurYy. Biblical
EeXTiIs WeTe subjected LO all kınds of histori-

fication of church an kingdom. But ıt. 1S cal-eriticeism an WerTe analysed ıth the
quıte dıfferent from the medieval identifi- razor-sharp scalpel of lıterary and histor1-
catıon, because Luther SIresses that this cal methods Unfortunately the usual
kingdom 1s of purely spırıtual nature result Was that the INESSagE of the text WAas
only Says Luther "The kingdom of Christ adapted LO the view(s) of the researcher
has nothing LO do ıth external matters, ıt. himself. Yet ıt. cannot be denied that the
leaves such thıngs unchanged they Aare insıght iınto the biıblical teaching of the
an wıthın ıts oWwn orders’. In oth- kingdom Was enhanced. Wıth regard tO the

words, only the spıirıtual aspect of the doctrine of the kingdom of God Ca  —; dis-
church, which 1S wholly defined DYy the tinguish the followıing VIEWS which all ave
preaching of the gospel, MAaYy be SsSeen the their OW. specılal nıche 1ın 19th 20th CEell-
kingdom of the rıght hand LUry theology

Calvin had quıte different approach. (a) T’he ıberal 1e W Liberal theologyHe, LOO, believed that there are LWO king- generally rejecte the eschatological Say-oOMmMs 1ın this wOor. but they are of totally Ings ın the New Testament time-condi-
opposıte nature. The ONe 1s the kingdom of tiıoned The real INESSage 1S the relig10us-Christ, who re1gns from on high; the other ethical teaching of ‚Jesus an his disciples.1s the kingdom of Satan, who constantly According to Adaolf Harnack, 1n his famous
OPpPPOSeSs Christ and his kingdom (ef. Instıt lectures What LS Christianity? (1900),1 XIV, 18) The church 1s closely elated the esSseNce of Christianity lies ın the
to Christ’s kingdom that al tımes Calvin fatherhood of G0d, the infinite orth of the
explicitly calls ıt the 'kingdom of Christ’ individual soul, the higher righteousness
40 EFuroJTh
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and the commandment of love. These thıs Was not ne i1dea, for the liıberals
aspects were Iso the maın features of the had saıd the Samne But Bultmann’s conclu-
kingdom that ‚Jesus preached. S10N WAas quıite different He did nOot, the

(b) The socıal 1eW In certaın sect1o0ns of liıberals had done, EeXC1IsSEe all ese mytho-
liberalısm, especlally of North Amerıcan logical elements, but suggested that
liberalısm, attention Was focussed the should de-mythologize them and re-ınter-
soclial aspect of the kingdom 'T mentıon pret them eXpress1ons of ımportant
Just ONe example, Walter Rauschenbusch existentialist truth the kingdom of (G0d 15
believed that ın the past the chief Purpose at ar y tfıme ear all ıwho ear the gospel.
of the church had een the salvatıon of T’he kingdom 1Ss not somethıing of the
individuals but that ın the troubled C1r- future, but live ın the eschatological
cumstances of industrial soclety the church present of the kingdom: 1ın the proclama-
should seek for message for ocıety tıon of the gospel a ]] hearers ATEe chal-
whole Searching the Scriptures he did find lenged tOo decide NO at this ve moment,
such MesSsasce. He discovered ıt not only for ‚Jesus and hıs kıngdom an therefore
1n the denunclatıons of the prophets for meaningful existence that 18 oOpen LO
agaınst soclal in)ustice, but 1ın particular 1n (Go0od
Jesus’ preaching of the kingdom, which he (e) The 1e W of realized eschatology. T’he
interpreted soclal ideal It 1s OUTr task, British scholar odd Iso recognized
through the of rıst, LO build thiıs the eschatological nature of the kingdom,
kingdom earth an LO promote ıts righ- but interpreted ıt. differently agaın. He put
teousness Convers1ıon, ın thıs cConcept, 1S all emphasıs the fact that ıIn the comıng
the turnıng from self-centred ıfe to ıfe of ‚Jesus the eschatological promiıse has
that centires 1n soclety, Christ himself already een Trealızed’. T’he eschatological
eing the great example an mMO language of the Biıble, which speaks of

(C) T’he eschatological 1eW By the en of things that AT to happen ın the future, al
the 19th century SOIME New Testament the end of the world, must LO W be inter-
scholars, such Wrede and preted ın historical erms ın ‚Jesus the
Schweıtzer, rediscovered the eschatological ternal has already irrupted into the tem-
framework of ‚Jesus’ preaching, including poral, the wholly er into the historical
his message of the kıngdom ‚Jesus Was not present T'he kıngdom 1S already 1ın OUuU

kınd pletistic relig10us soc1al eacCcn- miıidst
C  9 but ‚Jewısh apocalyptic who expected The salvatıon history VDLEW. The ma)Jor-
the iıimmınent en of history an the 1Inau- 1ty of scholars of OUT OW CENTUTY, however,
guratiıon of the age COINE At that VerYvyY beheve that must distinguish between
Same moment the kingdom of God 111 the present an the eschatological aspects
burst forth Albert Schweıiıtzer worked this of the kingdom Takıng their startıng
out ın the last part of hiıs famous book The poın the biblical teaching that 1ın hiıs deal-
Quest for the Hıstorical JSJesus (1906), but Ings ıth mankınd God has ntered ınto
he ends the book ıth the statement that, ‘history of salvatıion’ (Heilsgeschichte), they

ıth odd that ın ‚Jesus the kingdomunfortunately, ‚JJesus Was mistaken. The
ast words about thiıs apocalyptic ‚JJesus has already COMME Yet they Iso maıntaın
ATe ‘At miıdday of the Samle day it Was that AT stil] waıltıng for eschatologı-
the 14th Nısan, the evenıng of which cal consummatıon al the end of hiıstory
the Paschal amb Was eaten Jesus er1ed T'hiıs consummatıon 11l not he the result
aloud an expired’ The kingdom did of the gradual development of the kingdom
not come! 1ın history, ın the that ONM day

(d) The existentialist 1e W In OUuUr century ll suddenly discover that the kingdom 1ın
Rudolf Bultmann, who Iso adopted the all ıts fullness 1s already ıth u but ıt.
eschatological interpretatıon of the kıng- 111 be the sudden an unexpected 1IrTupP-
dom, added hıs OW novel interpretatıon, tıon of the returning Christ iınto the histo-
suggesting that this eschatological frame- E of thiıs world, inauguratıng od’s visıble
work 1S ‘mythological’ 1n nature. In itself an definitive reıgn, which 11 ast into all

uroJIh
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eternıty In this V1ECeW the kingdom 1S both ‘'kingdom of (G0d’ In the Gospel of John the
present an future an the final comıing OCCUTTEeENCE 1s much less frequent, due tOo

both continulty an discontinuity. the fact that John, liıke the wrıters of the
(g) Fınally, there 18 still the millenarıan New Testament Epistles, focusses a|]

1eW In the first half of the 19th century attention the PersSson of Jesus himself.
the idea of ıteral reign of Christ According tOo Matthew, John the Baptistear for ıteral per10d of thousand tarted his preaching ıth the e_

(‘mıllenni1ium)’), became popular ment ‘Repent, for the kıngdom of heaven
agaın. To large extent this WAas due LO the 1s at hand’ 3:2) He sSees the comıng of the
influence of Darby, 0)81 of the found- kingdom purely apocalyptic and
ıng athers of the Brethren mMmovemen He eschatological even that 1S ear at hand
advocated premillenarıan 1e W Most Therefore he calls his hearers LO n_present-day premillenarians expect the ance, for the comıng of the kıngdom
personal advent of Christ and the bodily that the ast judgment 1s nearby.resurrection of the saınts LO precede the He speaks of the eater ÖOne, who 1 COIM-
millennium (hence the use of prefix pre- ıng after him an who 1S much mightier.
Nezxt, for per10d of thousand ‘Hıs wınnowıng fork 1S 1ın hıs hand, an he
Jesus 111 reıgn visıbly 1ın Jerusalem, the 111 clear hıs threshing [070)8 and gather his
ews 111 be converted an the heathen wheat into the STanary, but the chaff he
natıons will COINE LO Jerusalem to worshiıp 111 urn ıth unquenchable 1re
there After ese thousand Satan Does thiıs INean that the term ‘'king-1l be released for lıttle SCAasSOoN, the final dom of heaven’ Was invented by .John the
battle of Armageddon 111 be wage an Baptist? do not believe thıs rather
then the NEe heaven an the Ne ear think that Matthew sed the term LO SUIMN-
11 become reality hıs V1EW 1s wıdely marıze John’s preaching The other
held American evangelicals. People Synoptic Gospels do not put the phraseof Reformed persuasıon usually believe into John’s mouth It 1S Iso interesting to
that the miıllennium has LO be SeEeEeN ote that ın literature antedating the
sSymbol, indıcating the whole per10d from Gospels the expressıon ‘'kingdom of (G0d’
the ascensıon LO the parousıa of Christ, hardly Eever OCCUrs The Old estament
during which per10 he already reigns from o0es not use ıt al all In intertestamental
the throne. At hıis return his total victory literature ıt 1S found only few tımes. Yet
OVer eviıl 111 become manıfest and he hiım- the basıc ıdea 1S definıtely present 1ın the
self ı11 surrender hıs kingdom LO the Old Testament, 1n particular 1N the
Father (1 Cor Prophets. There Adre two ımportant lines of

thought present 1ın them In the 1rs placeBIBLICAL A'TA there 1sS the idea that God LS al work ıUn his-
Agaın mMust begın Dy sayıng that ıf 1S LOTY T’0 put ıt 1n the words of the title of

impossible LO deal ıth all bıblical data at book by rıg (G0d 1S the “God wh
engt. Kspeclally ın Our Century acts  2 who Cctis ın history. The prophets

whole library of 00 has een publıshed Iso clearly indicate that 0d’s actıons are
the Op1C of the kingdom ın the New arbitrary. He himself has set the

Testament We must, theref{fore, restrict direction an goal for history. hıs goal 1S
ourselves LO INeTrTre utline his kingly rule. At the end of history God

It 1s quıte evident that the Concept of 111 establish hiıs rule 1n perfect and manı-
the 'kingdom of (10d’ 1sS entral theme ın fest glory This final consummatıon, how-
Jesus’ preachıng an teaching. ITıme an CVEerT, 111 not be matter of intra-his-
agaın encounter ı$ ın the Synoptic orıical development. Rather, ıt 111 be the
Gospels Mark SsSes ıt fourteen tiımes an result of divine 'vısıtatıon', which 1s of
1n Luke 1t OCCUFTS thirty-two tımes. supra-historical nature. In other words,
Matthew sSes ıt only four times, but 1n the (G(0d 1S not only the “ 10d who acts but Iso
er parallel places he has the term ‘'king- the ‘God who comes'. Suddenly he
dom of heaven)’, which 1S equıvalent LO Tea into history ın totally NEe WaYy and
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shall establish his definitive kıngly rule. NeCSS, evil and rebellion agaınst God; the
Hıs comıng8 INean rupture’ of history. apge LO COINeE 1l sSee the perfect establish-
But this 1S not all that 1S LO be sa1ıd ere ment of od’s rule ın the world an the
ere 15 not only discontinulty but Iso purgıng of all S1n, evıl an rebellion‘’ (G.E
continulty The kingship of (God shall be Ladd, T’he International Standard Bıble
kingship this earth The prophets use Encyclopedia, vol 3, 26) hiıs present age
Varıous images, which cannot always be 15 under the dominion of Satan, but ‚Jesus
harmonized and fused into OTle consıstent has COINE to fıght the great battle agaınst
pıcture, but ONn thıing 1s clear: they all Satan He defeats Satan, but the final V1IC-
pDOo1N LO perfecting of the present order of LOTrY 111 happen only 1ın the aADC LO COME,
things. At the SAame tıme thıs perfecting when the consummatıon of history takes
wiıll INnean radıical transformation. place. hıs consummatıon itself 111 be

But ere 15 stil] second line of thought inaugurated by the comıng of the Son of
Wıiıth 1eW LO the establishment of od’s INan hıs 1s the element of truth ın the
kingship an the radıical transformation of eschatological school.
the present order, ere 11 COINE SOMe ONe Unfortunately thıs school one-sidedly
ıwho LS sent Dy (10d. hıs unknown person concentrated everything the INa-
of the future 1S escr1De Dy Varı0us erms tıon 1ın the end tiıme. The New Testament,
Sometimes he 1S called the Son of Davıd however, o0es not do thıs Its teachıng 1S5
indıicatiıng that he 111 be Davıdıc kıng INOTeEe 1ıke ellipse ıth two fOcL. On the
In other places he 1S deser1ibed the OIle hand, the age LO COINE 1S really eschato-
Messıah, which the Anointed One logıcal. In ıts fullness ıt. 111 become manı-
and therefore 1S Iso indication that he fest ıIn the great future, the end of all tıme.
311 be earthly kıng from the lineage of We observe thıs throughout al Jesus’
Davıd In these terms the emphasıs 1S preaching. On the er hand, observe
continult But ere 1S Iso the aspect of that ın the comıng of Jesus himself the
discontinulty, when he 1s called the Son of kıngdom has already arrıved, right 1n the
INa  — Dan 418 14); pre-exıstent, er- miıdst of this present age In hiıs preaching
natural, heavenly figure, who from and miracles Jesus 1sS already defeatıng
heaven LO earth LO hold Judgment an atan When the Pharisees ACCUSE Jesus of
establish Od’s kıngly rule But EVEeNN thıs castıng out demons by Be-elzebul, the
1s not all There 1S Iso the myster10us fig- prınce ar demons, he replies that
ure of the Servant of the Lord, wh c<hall kingdom that 1s divided agaınst ıtself 1sS
suffer an gıve hıs lıfe for hıs people In aıd wastie an adds ‘But ıF ıt 1S by the
the Old Testament iıtself these varı0us Spiırıt of (10d that cast. Out demons, then
images ATe nOoLt yet interconnected. They the kingdom of (30d has COINE upOoN you  ?
stand sıde by siıde. Ma When the seventy disciples

In the New Testament sSEeeE how a ]] return from theır preaching m1ıss1ıon and
these lines and ımages Lın Jesus Joyfully that even the demons
an his preaching and life Like John the WeTe subject LO them 1ın ‚Jesus’ Name, he
Baptist, ‚Jesus begıns his preaching ıth replies } Sa an fall lıke lightning
the words: 'Repent, for the kingdom of from heaven‘’ (Luke These words
heaven 1S al an Ma A 14) Mark for- should not be taken lıterally. They sımply
mulates ıt. 1ın slıghtly different WaY "T’he INean that atan has already een defeat-
tiıme 1S fulfilled, an the kıingdom of (0d 1sS ed ater 0 he Ssays LO the Pharıisees wh
al hand; repent, and belıieve ın the gospel‘ ask hım when the kıngdom of G0od 1S COINN-

ing, "The kıngdom of God 15 1ın the miıdst of
Yet there 1sS difference between the you (Luke Accordingly ‚Jesus’ disci-

preaching of ‚.John the Baptıst an that of ples are already en)Joyıng the firuts of the
Jesus. One of the mMOST strikıing dıfferences kingdom. This, doubt, 1S the moment of
1S that Jesus distinguishes between EWO truth 1n Dodd’s 1e W of Tealiızed eschatolo-
ages thıs present asc an the aDc COINE y Lit 1S Iso the moment of truth 1n
"CThis [present| age 1s the tiıme of sinful- Bultmann existentialist 1e W and EeVEeN 1ın
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the ıberal vVlIeW, which ınterprets the king- sed only S1X tımes. But this o0es not
dom primarıly ın religious and thical INnean that the idea 15 longer present It
terms 15 present everywhere, but 1n nNne

Nevertheless, all these VIEWS Iso suf- magery The emphasis has shifted LO
fer from one-sideness. In opınıon the Jesus himself the very ontent of the
SO-Calle salvatıon-history school 185 the kıngdom The book of cts speaks of the
only ONe that o0es ustıice LO al the bibli- rısen and ascended Lord, who 1s al the
cal data Here the mutual relationship-in- rıght hand of the Father an exercC1ses the
tens1ıon, which 1S characteristic of the LWO authority of the kingdom ın NEW ashıion.
fFOocı of CVETYVY ellipse, 15 fully maıntaıined. In the very first Christian SermMON, which

(a) It recogn1ızes that In ‚Jesus himself the Peter preaches the day of Pentecost, he
kingdom has already COMe The Church emphatically SaVYS that God has made
Father ÖOrigen summarızed this aspect ın Jesus OT'! and Christ, this ‚Jesus whom
the famous term ‘autobasileia’ Jesus yVOoOu eruc1ıfied’ And 1n the last
himself 1s the ‘basıle1a), the kıngdom hıs oments of his lıfe Stephen SEEeS Jesus
Iso includes the idea that the kingdom ‘the Son of INan, standıng at the rıght hand
having arrıyved Iın Jesus, ın the m1ıdst of of God’; ‘'standıing,, that 1, the ONNle who
history, LLOW expands throughout history exXxercCcıses the SUPTeMe authority the rep-

resentatıve of God hımself.That thıs Was ‚Jesus’ OW intention APPCAaATS
from SOINE of his parables. The twın DPara- The LWwO aspects of the kingdom, both the
bles of the Lreasure 1ın the field an the present an the future, ATe clearly visıble
pear. of great value Ma 13:44—46) both 1n Paul’s preaching and teaching. The
indicate that the kingdom has COIMNE ın kingdom 1S both present blessing Rom
Jesus himself. The twın parables of the LE Col 1:13) and eschatological
grain of mustard seed, growıng iınto tree, inheritance 13 Cor 15:50; Eph
an of the leaven that eavens the whole etc.) On the ONe hand, the believers ave
bow/|! of dough, both indicate the PFrOCeSS of already een transferred ınto the 'kıngdom
the kingdom growıing and expandıng of God’s|]| beloved Son Col I the
throughout history. other, they ATe still awaıtıng the inher:i-

All this that Jesus himself 15 the ance of the kingdom, which 111 be made
promised Messiah But al the SAame tıme manıfest when Jesus appears 1n glory (2
he 1S Iso the Suffering Servant an the 'Tim 4r;) Very ımportant 1S the passageSon of Man In hıs teaching ‚Jesus himself Cor 15:24-—926 Paul deals 1ın this chapter
brings ese trands of thought together. ıth the resurrection from the dead and
When hiıs disciples quarrel about the QueS- the final defeat of ea Very clearly he
tıon wh 111 be the greatest ın the king- states that at thiıs VerYy moment Christ 1S
dom of (Gi0d Jesus SayS LO them "The Son of already the ogreat mess1l1anıc king But his
INan Came not tO be served but an kingship 1S not yet perfected. Sitting al the
LO gıve his ıfe 1[anısom for many’ Mar rıg hand of the Father he 1sS 1n the PTFO-
10:45; Matt 20:28: cf. Luke Cess of breaking oOWnNn rule and CVEeTY(b) Yet there 1s 1Iso the eschatological authority an that OPPOSES hiım The
future. ÖOne day Jesus shall return the ast LO be destroyed 1S death When
glorious Son of Man, mentıiıoned 1n this has happened, the en of OUTr presentDanıiel (3 hıs gyl0or10us return 111 history 111 ave arrıved and Christ 111
ınaugurate the day of Judgment an turn Over his rule LO the Father, God
the subsequent manıfestation of the king- IMNaYy be everything tO one’, the
dom 1n al ıts fullness an splendour. Kıng ‚JJames Version has It. ‘a]] 1n all

This VerYy SsSamne salvation-history CONMN- hen heaven an earth 111 be renewed
an the Ne heaven and the Ne  S earth 111cCept of the kingdom, ıth ıts LWO fOCL, the

present and the future, Iso find ın al be reality Then the words, spoken LO John
the er books of the New Testament. It 1S5 Patmos, 111 be fulfilled: Behold, the
true the term ‘'kingdom of G0d’ 1S not sed dwelling of God 1s ıth Inen He 11 dwell
much ın them In the book of cts ıt 1S ıth them, an they be his people,
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and (GG0d hımself 111 be ıth them; he 11 New Testament Even though ıt ma
wıpe aWaY tear from their CVCS, an sound strange, the Concept of the kingdom
death be MMOore, neıther shall there 1ın the New Testament 1S even INOTEe entral
be mournıng NOr cryıng 1107 paın an y INOTE, than that of the Messiah an of the Spirıit
for the former things ave passed away’ Admittedly, ese last LWO concepts aAare
Rev 218 hen the age LO come‘’ has Iso verYy fundamental. We OW! ıt to Jesus
become ‘thıs present age'! that Are reconciled to God We OW! ıt LO

Before INOVE LO the CONSCHUCNCES the Holy Spirit that ave part 1n this
of this bıblical pıcture of the kingdom, reconcıliation an ATe renewed, that
ave LO ralse 0)81 INOTre po1n What 1s the aAare able LO lead e lıfe But the perSpeC-
relationship between the kıngdom and the tıve of the kıngdom 1s5 stil] wıder. It 1s fully
church? It 15 clear from the Gospels that theo-centric. The ve heart of the gospel 1S
Jesus gathered people around hımself. the kingdom that has een promised by
TOM the beginning of hıs public aPDPCAT - God hımself an that 111 be brought about
1NCe he called people to be hıs ‘disc1iples’. by hım In the final analysıs the Messjah
ater twelve of these INe  } WEeTe chosen and the Spirit Ar 1ın the Servıce of the

hiıs ‘apostles’. Mark tells that he kıngdom The kıngdom 1S broad that ıt
appoıinted twelve °to be ıth Hım an LO be Comprı1ses the whole of ecereatıon an the
Ssent Out to preach an ave authority LO whole of hıstory.
cast out demons'’ “ welve’ the Today ıt. 1S not yet visıble ın all ıts perfec-
number 1S not only LO be taken lıterally but tıon. We are still lıving 1n the last days of
1t. 1S symbolical ell These twelve INenNn thıs hıstory (ef. cts Z Heb 1 'Tım
AT the nucleus of the Ne Israel of the e Jas Pet a:3) The New
Messiah The idea of mess1l1anıc ComMuUun1l- Testament calls thıs whole per10d of °the
LYy belongs to the Very gospel of the king- ast days which started ıth the first COIN-
dom hiıs 1Ss the moment of truth 1n ıng of the Messıah, ‘the kingdom of the
Augustine’s 1eW But he went 1K070) far, for Son To be true, ıt 1S stil] the ingdom of
nowhere ın Scripture do find the idea of God, but ın this per10d ıt 1s present ın
identification between communıty an VverYy special mode of being, namely, the
kıngdom Herman Rıdderbos puts ıt thus mode of ‘h1ıddenness’. hıs o0es not INnecan
"CThe basıleija 18 the grea divine work of that ıt 1S not. real. Stauffer summarızes
salvatıon 1ın ıts fulfilment an INa- the entire theology of the New Testament
tıon 1n Christ; the ekklesja 1S5 the people under the heading "The christocentric the-
elected an called by (G0d an sharing ın ology of history ın the New Testament
the blıiss of the basıle1ia’ The Coming of the New Testament eology, 1959 49)
Kıngdom, 1962, 354) They belong together Christ 1S the VEr Y centre of today’s history.
an yet they AT dıfferent The kingdom He re1gns from hiıgh But ıt 18, toO borrow
has much INOTeEe comprehensive ontent term of Luther, reıgn, which 1S sub
It Trepresents the all-embracing DerSp  - ecla, hıdden under the In
tıve, ıt denotes the consummatıon of al simiılar WaYy aul wrıtes about the NEW ıfe
history, brings both an ]Judgment, of the Christian believers: ‘For yYou ave
has COSmMI1C dimensions, tıme an eter- died, an VoOur lıfe 1Ss hıd ıth Christ ın
nıty The ekklesia comprı1ses the people (G0d’ Col a The e  S lıfe 15 present, but
‘who 1ın thıs great drama ave een placed ıt 1s not yet manıfest to the neutral observ-

the s1ıde of God ave een gıven the It Ca  ; only be SCEN 1ın faith Likewise,
divine promıi1ses, ave een...gathere Christ’s reign 1S realıty God ‘has
ogether Dy the preaching of the gospel, bestowed Hım the ame which 1sS above
an ıll inherit the edemption of the ame  7 (Phiıl 2:9): but do not yet
kingdom NO an 1ın the great future.’ s e that at the amne of Jesus

knee...bowls], 1ın heaven and earth and111 ON  CE FO  b under the ear an that tongue
It 1S quıte obvious that the kingdom 1s confessles| that ‚Jesus 1sS Lord, LO the glory

on of the most central CONCePTS ın the of God the Father’ (2:10, 11)
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All thıs sıgnıfıes that today ATe defeated Jesus re1ıgns from the throne an
already living ın the kingdom of Christ. 1s Lord of all To be true, ıt 1s ‘hidden)’
Satan has een eieate hıs 0es not rule; ıt cannot sımply be demonstrated; ıt
Inean that he longer has an Yy On 1S not part of the evenıng ews and f o0es
the Contrary, hıs 1S still ve ogreat not make the headlines. Only ONCeEe 1ın
The well-known New estament cholar while INaYy SEE few S1gNS of his reign
Oscar Cullmann ONMNCE clarıfied the sıtua- for instance, when the of the gospel
tıon created by the ‘'already’ an the 6  not manıfests iıtself an people turn to him
yet’ of the kingdom by the magery of their Lord and Savlour. But sometimes
Day and V-Day, terms datıng from the SEC- SEE them 1Iso ın secular history.
ond world Wa  — When une 6, 1944, the thinking ere ın partıcular of hat
invasıon 1ın France took place and the recently ave wıtnessed 1n Eastern
allıed forces managed LO establiıish Europe. All of sudden the of the
00 the contınent, this day W as evıl system of CoMmMUN1ıSmM broke oOoWn In
called D-Day, the day of the decision. At Man Yy ıt Wa members of the
that moment the German armles WerTe Christian church wh took the lead and
eieate ın principle. But for nearly VCcar inıtiated the crumbling oOWnNn of the whole
the battle continued. At certaın Sta the System. the wonder of ıt all Was that
German armıles even went into the OIiIen- the system Was not. demolished by outside
S1Vve and threatened LO defeat the allıed forces but DYy forces from wıthin The COIN-
forces. hıs attack Was afterwards known munıst empıre appeare LO be fake

the Battle of the Bulge Only ın une empıre. COUTSEC, people 1n the Western
1945 did the German armıles surrender world should realize that 1n their COUMN-
completely This Was V-Day, the day of the trıes, LOO, Satan 1Ss Veir-y influential.
victory In the book of Revelation find Western capıtalısm 1S5 INOTe Christian
another pıcture In chapter ‚.John SEES than cCOoMMUN1SM. All DPDOWEeTrS of SUDPPT'

clothed ıth the Su  9 ıth the S1Vve nature ATre serving Satan Only Jesus
110011 under her feet, an her head truly SEeis free. He himself summarızed his

of twelve stars hıs 1S P1IC- gospel, which 15 the gospel of the kingdom,
ture of the people of (God ‚John urther SsSees ıIn hıs first recorded SCYITINON, ın the SYNA-
that sh brings forth male child the gOQue of azare "The Spirit of the Lord
Messiah), wh subsequently 1S caught 1S uDOoN IN  , because he has anoınted to
LO (G0od and tO his throne. The then preach g0o0d EeWSs LO the DOOT He has sent
ees into the wilderness, where che has tOo proclaım release LO the captıves and
place prepare by (10d In the meantıme recoverıng of s1g LO the blınd, to set al
battle es place 1ın heaven an Michael lıberty 0oOSe wh aAaTe Oppressed, LO DTO-defeats the dragon, who 1S thrown OoOWN LO claım the acceptable YCar of the ord’
earth hıs 1s clear evıdence of hıs defeat (Luke 4:18, 19) he added "T’oday this
But ear he contıinues his evıl work scr1pture has een fulfilled 1n VOour hearing’and PUrsSues the who has LO f1y In him the kingdom has COINE
into the wilderness. There the dragon trıes realıty He 1S the Kıng of thıs WOor.
LO destroy her We wh believe 1ın hım and praise his

When look al the history of the Name, IMNaYy hım 1n this WOor 'To putChristian church the pıcture 1S quıte clear. ıt. 1ın the words of Wılliam Carey, the father
Throughout the ages the dragon has SC- of the modern m1ss1ionary mMmovemen ‘We
CutiLe the church. Sometimes he did ıt Dy ma attempt rea things for Hım an
sheer brute Most of the tıme he dıid expect great things from Hım  w hıs belief
ıt 1ın INOTeEe subtle Ways by temptatıon an Was Iso the rea strength of Abraham
seduction. Yet he has managed to Kuyper He Sa ıt his high calling LO
destroy the church. hıs 1Ss ımpossible. D- attempt things DTO Rege, for the
Day has happened already; the decisive Kıng He tried LO do thıs 1ın particular Dybattle has een fought 1ın the death an of establishing Christian organıza-resurrection of Christ. Satan has een tions 1ın al of lıfe, an he Was Ve
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successful this In the the SIructures that constitute the frame-
work of human soclety. hıs very SameNetherlands large web of Christian OTrga-

nızatıons Came into ex1ıstence and they idea undergirded the Christian organıza-
ave een Ve influential ın shapıng the tions Kuyper established. Their PUrpOsSC
face of Dutch ocıety Naturally, this 15 not Was not Just to keep the Christian people

together ın ‘splendid isolation’, but to COINN-the only solution. In Man Yy er countries
such organızatıons ATe hardly feasıble 1ne the efforts of Christians that they
nOot al all possıble an Christians ave LO might the better be able LO penetrate into
work 1ın co-operatıon ıth people of er the world around them.We must always
faiths faıth al all But EVEeN then remember that ‚Jesus 155 not only the ead
hrıstlans should not be ashamed of their of the church Col 1:18) but Iso the Kıing
Lord but bring and promote the of of the world (Eph 1:22) The righteousness
hıs kingdom whenever ere 1S opportu- of hıis kingdom Ma 6:33) should take
nıty It 1S kingdom of righteousness an form ın the structures of the StLAate and of
> kıngdom of humanıty an COMMPDAS- oc]ıety al arge hrıstians should be wıt-
S10N, kingdom 1ın which the pPOOT ATE nNnesses of this righteousness and do their
called blessed an the hungry ATe satısfied. utmost LO change Ooppressıive structures

As Christians INa Yy put OUuUTr TuSs ın into liberating structures. They should
this Lord, wh ca ınto his Servıce an work for structures that PTOCUr«Ee reedom
gy1ves the priıvılege of being hiıs co-work- an humanıty to all people, 1ın particular to
Crs; both 1ın the church an In the world, those wh find themselves the fringes of
both wıthın the fellowshıp of those who ocJety and ave pportuniıty change
believe 1n hım an Ose who do not their OW sıtuatıion. membering Paul’s
really NOW hım who mMaYy eVvVen words LO the Philıpplans: ‘Whatever 1S
ave ear‘ of hım As he Was OPECI1 tO the true, whatever 1S honourable, whatever 15
people around hım, should be DUTrC, whatever 1S lovely, whatever 1Ss g‘r -
Bıshop Lesslie Newbigıin desecribes Jesus’ C1OUS, ıf there 1s an Yy excellence, f ere 1S
attıtude LO people ın the followıng words: anythıng worthy of pra1ıse, thınk about
‘We SEE ‚Jesus eagerly welcome the S18ENS of ese things’ (4:8), Christians should Iso
faıth I1lle  - an utside of the LrYy LO permeate the surroundiıng ulture
house of Israel;...we SEE hım lovingly wel- wıth the beauty of the ingdom of T1S
COINE 0OSe whom others cast. Out;...we SC In other words, Christijans ave el-
hım the ıth TINS outstretched LO ending task 1n the kingdom of their Lord
embrace the whole world and...we ear hıs an aster At the SAaInNle time they should
whispered words, “Father, forgive them; realize that the kingdom 15 not ofeır OW.:

they NOW not hat they do39  . When SCE makıng. It 1l not be completed and final-
al thıs, We ATe see1ıng the MOST fundamen- ized Dy Christians ‚Jesus himself 11l do
tal of all realities, namely STAaCE and INeT- this, when he returns hen the fullness of
C an loving-kindness which reaches out the kingdom wiıll become manıfest and the
LO creature’ The Gospel ın Son 111 deliver hiıs ingdom LO the Father
Pluralist Socıety, 1989, 175) Is ere an Yy that 1ın all etern1ıty God 11l be all ın all
better example LO mo ourselves and OUur hıs 1S not saıd LO dishearten but
lLiıfe style after? 1S5 ıt not ve EIICOUT- rather tO ENCOUTALE For 1OW NOW
agıng example? The Gospels show that for SUre that ONe day the kingdom 8 be ‚av

by this attıtude of the Kıng himself the certaın an everlastıng realıty ın the
kingdom became reality ın the lıves of meantıme joyfully take LO ear the
people an that iıt changed their lıves ın words of the apostle Paul, who al the close
such WaYy that later heathen grudg- of the chapter the resurrection and the

final apPCAaTranNCce of the kıngdom wrıtes:ingly had LO mı1 ‘See how ese
Christians love OIle another’. "Therefore, beloved rethren, hbe StTeAd-

The kingdom of rıst, however, 1S not fast, iımmovable, always abounding 1ın the
only matter of the changed lives of ind1- work of the Lord, knowing that 1ın the Lord
vidual hrıstians It Iso wants LO change VOur labour 1S not 1ın aın  7
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Klaus Fikec’i|;}Bargiıl Pixner FF Bruce
We w des Messaıs anz auf ertrauen Außerbiblische

Stätten der Geschichte und Zeugnisse über Jesus
Urkirche Kirchenverständnis der und das fFu

GlaubensmissionenJesus und das Judenchristentum Im Christentum
Licht archäologischer Herausgegeben VOoO  —_- EberhardErkenntnisse. Hrsg. Kainer 606 sl TVG-Monographien und
RKiesner. Studien ZUT Biblischen Studienbücher, z 74,-, Güting
Archäologie UN: Zeitgeschichte, I5 3—-7655—-9375—3 192 S / geb., DM Y ar“  —
Band S 3—-7655-9366—4Hudson Taylor B 4 D 205) WOGT

420 .. mıt zahlreichen Fotos, nıcht [1UT Gründer der bekannten Alte, außerbiblische Quellen, die
Skizzen und Landkarten, P| „China Inland Mission“” 865) Jesus-Worte ziıteren oder ich auf
DM Pa 3—-7655—-9802—X Ohne beabsichtigen, jef

Ine ganz eUvUue Missionsbewegung Christus oder die Christen
Das Buch tolgt In seiner Gliegerung InNns Leben Weil nıe Geld bat, beziehen, Iassen interessante

sondern ich Im Glauben auf Gott Rückschlüsse auf Jesus und dasweitgehend den Evangelien- rühe Christentum. Hier werden dieberichten, bringt neueste verlief3, nannte INO: diese Texte ım Wortaut zıthert undarchäologische Erkenntnisse ZU Missionen „Glaubensmissionen“. fachkundig besprochen, ob sIe MNU!  -den Stationen des Wirkens Jesu und Mit ber zwanzigtausend VvVon alten romischen Schriftsellernder Urchristenheit. Fin Missionaren QUS allen Frdteilen
allgemeinverständliches Fachbuch stellen diese Missionen einen strammen oder QUS dem Koran.
tür Bibelleser und Israel-Reisende. betrachtlichen Teil der weltweiten Dabei geht auch Fragen der

Zuverlässigkeit der van-evangelischen Missionare. In der gelienüberlieferung.chweiz und In Deutschland gehen
BARGIL AT die melsten evangelikalen

Missionen aut „Glaubens-IS eiıner der missionen“ zurück, wıe z.B anı besonderes Werk, dasbestern Kenner Allianzmission, Überseeischee (sY 137e T[ bisher WT1 bekannte
schen 11o]+ 1E Missionsgemeinschaft, Liebenzeller Hintergründe des Christen-
o [g L11 Mission, Neukirchener Mission, UTE beleuchtet

Schweizer Allianzmission, Wycliftf
Bibelübersetzer, International

Der Autor stelt die frühe
Geschichte dieser „Glaubens-
missiıonen“ dar und untersucht ihr
Gemeindeverständnis.
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