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SUMMARY
In Varı0us Chriıstian communıtıes, reflection Tlle church should neıther hbe confused ıth
the nature of the relationship etween the nor separated from the nNne  S ereatıon: nolt

church an the world has converged around the separated, because ıt receıvVes ıts iıfe from the
ıdea of the church ‘SIEN. T’he Protestant Spiırıt of creatıon; nolt confused, because the
Reformatıon understood the church (Ue nNne Jerusalem LS eschatological cıty T’he
prophetic role; an the church sıgn an church antıcıpates the nNne  = creatıon; ıt L5 nolt
ınstrument of salvatıon, born wiıithın the the fırst ULLS of ıt
Roman Catholıic Church, began to be accepted We eed clarıfy the language of SIgn
ın Protestantısm DOoSst Vatıcan ‘Sıgn ıke ‘antıcıpation’, CONUVEYS both the

T’he ambıguo0ous role of churches Lın Europe dıifference and the connectıon etween the
during of oppression obscured the church an the ne  S ereatıon. T’he church L5 the
churchi'’s SIgn function despite the posıtıve role kınd of sıgn that LS iIntrınsıc O the thıng fO
of churches ın the 1989 revolutıon. Churches which ıt points—lıke ‘'S1ENS’ ın Johni's Gospel
cannot be worshıippıng ecommunııtıes alone: only T’he church sıgn Iso mediates the ne  S

prophetic communıtıes Can truly worship, an ereatıon. C’atholıc ecclesiology SLiresses the
only worshıpping communıtıes Ca  a be truly sacramental character of the church S1EN;
prophetic. (In hat follows, Church’ the this must be qualıified: the Holy Spiırıt alone
VAarı0us churches, especially at the local level). gLwes faiıth Protestant theology prefers the

IT The prophetıc minıstry of the church L5 ‘to socio-ethıcal model of the church 819n
relate the gospel fO the eritical events an 1SSUES T’here should be misplaced optımısmof the day (WCC Unity/Renewal). about hat the church L5 and Can do In the
However, ere LS danger of reductıon of church, the old has beome ne  S wıthout however
prophetic proclamatıon tO socıal crıtique, an of ceasıng tO be the old Yet the church'’’s
MLıMICFY of secular crıtıques. ‘homelessness’ ın the world LS paradoxicallyT’he theological foundatıon of the sigNn- ımpedıment LO ıts character sıgn of hope.character of the church LS ıts relatıon the ne  S

ereatıon. hıs LS easıly obscured Dy the T’he church LS nol tO speak of ıtself sıgn,
but LO be ıt

ınconsıistency of Christian’s lives. But pastl prophecy LS stiımulus LO SIgnfaiılures should not ead LO despaır; rather, ıf L5
fO establish better theological basıs language; essentially, prophecy L5 declarıng the

for thınkıng of the church SIEN. word of (iod. prophecy LS nolt transferable
IIl od’s nNne ecreatıon LS the mutual whole LO the church; yel the actıvıty of the

church ın the world takes place ın theW ofpersonal iındwellıng of the Triune (10d and the SAaAMLe Spırıt. T’he MAaAaNnner of prophecy L5
od’s glorified people ın the nNne.  Ü heavens an ınstructıve.the nNne  S earth T’he historical life of the church
should manıfest ıts future unıty ıth God, Prophecy ıtself L5 sıgn (Acts 21 Fn there L5

unıon etween the churchi’’s eing an ıtsexpression of the present experıence of the
Holy Spırıt thewof the ne  S ereatıon. speakıng. There Aare EWwoO CONSECQUENCES. first,
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SINCE the spırıt of prophecy LS gıwven LO the whole
church, sıngle pronouncement Can be the

Whıle there LS eed O challenge the
prıvatisatıon of religion ın modern pubdlic life,‘last word’; second, ıts prophecy has the form of yet the first 1SSı0N of the prophet L5 LO the‘witness). church—to help ıt understand ıtself ın theT’he prophetic MesSSasge calls both fO pandemonium of the world.

friendship ıth (10d an tOo do Justiıce; thıis L5 VIZI ‘ communication model’ of prophecy LSclear from the assocıatıon of worshıp an ınadequate. Rather, the church ıtself needs fOJustıce ın the Neıther evangelısm nor socıal Aave UISLON, ıts OW. understanding of thecrıtique Can stand alone. There LS eed for MeESSALE, whıich ıt must always ıtself hear Newdynamıc relatıon fO (J0d and sympathy ıth The first eed of the church propheticpeople; for revıval of tearful tradıtion — communıty, therefore, L5 LO PTFay enı creator"orthopathy'. Spiritus.

RESUME doiwent DaS OUS desesperer. Il fautDans diverses communautes chretiennes, les
reflexions menees suJe des entre

plutöt OUS attacher meiılleur
fondement theologique DOUTF consıderer l’Eglısel’Eglise et le monde ont aboutı Ia notıon de sıgne.l’Eglise sıgne”. La Reforme stante La nouvelle ereatıon de Dieu est faıteCOMPTrIS QUE l’Eglıse avaılt röle une communıo0n entre le Dieu trınıtaıre et leprophetique. L’idee qQUe ’Eglise eLal. sıgne peuple de Dieu glorifie, ans les NOUVEAUX CLEUXel un de salut, Uune ıdee nee seın de el la nouvelle erre La VLE de l’Eglise ansl’Eglise catoholique romaıne, etre ”Phistoire devraıt manıfester quelque chose deacceptee ans les mılıeuxants depults So  S unıte future Vec Diıeu DUr l’experienceVatıcan IT qu elle fait es present de la DULSSANCE duLe röle ambıgu des Eglises Europe Saint-Esprit de la nouvellependant des annees d’oppression obscurceı la ecreatıon.fonction de sıgne GUE doıit avoır l’Eglise, malgre Entre ’Eglise la nouvelle creatıon, ılle röle posıtıf des Eglises dans le revırement qul doıt AavoLr nl confusion, nl separatıon: DAaS des’pst prodult 1989 Les Eglises peuvent separatıon, QUE l’Eglise recoıt VLE de

DaS etre des cCcommMmuUNnaAaUtes O0OU on borne l’Esprit createur; nl de confusion, qQque lal’adoration; seules des communautes quı Jouent
röle prophetique peuvent vraıment adorer le nouvelle Jerusalem est UunNne cCıte eschatologique.

L/’Eglise est uUune antıcıpation de la nouvelleSeigneur, el seules des communautes vVOUECES ecreatıon: elle nen est DAaS les premıces.P’adoration peuvent Jouer röle vraıment Nous devons clarıfier la notıon de sıigne’.prophetique (par Eglıse’, O0O1MUS5 entendons les Ue erme, le erme antıcıpation),diverses Eiglises, partıculiıer Sur le plan ımplique Ia fOoLs la difference el le lien qullocal). exıiste entre ’Eglise et la nouvelle ereatıon.Le mınıstere prophetique de l’Eglise L’Eglise est sıgne Iı une manıereconsıste ‘mettre umiıere les ımplications de ıntrınseque la realıte sıgnifiee, lesl’Evangile DOUFr les evenements et les problemes
ımportants du Jour’ (declaration du COE 5Ur

sıgnes ans l’evangile de Jean.
En fant qQUeE sıgne, l’Eglise est möediatrice de’unite le renouveau). Il faut cependant

prendre garde danger de redurre la la nouvelle ereatıion. I/’ecclesiologie catholiqueınsıste S5ur le Caracere sacramentel de ’Egliseproclamation prophetique UunNne crıtıque tant qQUe sıgne. Cecı appelle des reserves: c’estsocıale, de contenter d’imiter les crıtıques U’Esprit seul quı communıque la fl est d’unfaıtes Dar les gZens du monde.
Le fondement theologique du caractere de poın de UE socLo-Ethique QUE la theologie

nte consıdere l’Eglise sıgne.sıgne de l’Eglıise frouve ans relatıon Vec
Ia nouvelle creatıon. Les INCONSEQueENCES ans devrait DAS AavoLr d’optimisme deplace
la UvLie des chretiens obscurcissent LrOD Souvent qu es l’Eglise qw'elle peutlt

accomplır. Dans l’Eglise, quı eiaLl ancıen estfaıt Maıs les defaillances du pnasse
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devenu NOUVEAU, sSanıs Cesser d’etre aANcCien ustıce aılleurs adoratıon et Justıce sonft
Paradoxalement, le faıt qQUe ’Eglıse soıt ement asSsSOoCLees dans l)
etrangere ans le monde ’empeche DAaS evangelısatıon la crılıque socıale

etre d’esperance L/’Eglıse doit DaS peuvent DAasS etre OeuUUvre ’une Sans
parler elle elle doit etre ’autre Il faut Uune relatıon dynamıque Vec

Le röle des prophetes ans PA OS Diıeu et de la sympathie DOUT les hommes
engage parler de SIENeS La prophetıe est faut Trenouer VecC UnNne tradıtıon QUL ınclut des
essentiellement Uune LIransmıssıon de la Parole larmes pourralı appeler UNe
de Dıeu. On peut DaS transferer Sans autre orthopathıe
’Eglıse le mınıstere prophetique de l’
Pourtant, est NeCessalilre de contester la tendanceactıvıte de l‘Eglıise dans le monde moderne consıderer Ia relıgıon Uune

PXerce Par la DULSSANCE du mMmeme Esprit
Aıinsı Ia anıere dont exercaıl le mınıstere affaıre DTLUEE cependant le Dremier devoır du

prophetique de est INSTITrUCLLUE DOUT OS prophete est de adresser l’Eglıise DOUT
Paider comprendre elle est serinLa prophetie constılue elle Meme g d’un monde livre desordre(Ac 7) Il entre V’etre de ’Eglıse et

parole. Il resulte UNe double CONSECQUENCE. Aborder le röle prophetique SOMUS l’angle
d’un modele de CONMNMMUNLCALLON est ınadequatabord, DULSQUE ’Esprit de prophetie est donne

l’Eglise tout entiere, AUCUNE declaratıon CONULEN plutöt QUE l’Eglıse elle Meme aıt UNe

partıculıere peuUL constıtuer le ‘dernıer mOL ULSLON elle COMDTENNE elle la le
autre part la prophetie cConsıste message ’elle TransmMe el ’"elle doit LOUJOUFS

lemoıgnage entendre NOUvVEeEaL Le premLıer besoin de
Le message prophetique appelle la l’Eglıse, tant QGUE comnmunaute prophetique,

reconcılıatıon Vec Diıeu P’Pexercıce de la est ONC de ‘Vıens, Esprit ereateur'‘.

USAMMENFASSUNG
In verschiedenen chrıstlichen II Das prophetische Amlt der (ijemeinde hat

Gemeinschaften sınd dıe Uberlegungen ber dıe Aufgabe das Evangelium Beziehung
das Verhältnis UoOnN (jemeinde un Welt auf den den hrıtıschen Areignissen N Fragen des
(jedanken hinausgelaufen der dıe (jemeinde T’ages sefzen (Schrıft des ORK Einheit/
als Zeichen versteht Die protestantische Erneuerung) Hıerbei esteht dıe Gefahr da
Reformatıon haltte Blick für dıe dıe prophetische Verkündıgung sozıaler
prophetische Rolle der (Gemeinde Dıie Kırche Krıitik reduzıert wırd oder FEL sakulare

Kritiken nachahmtals Zeichen un Mittel der Erlösung
verstehen e1n (jedanke aUsSs der römiısch- Dıie theologische Grundlage des
katholischen Kırche diese Sıcht 2ewann Zeichencharakters der (;jemeınde esteht der
Protestantıiısmus erst ach dem Bezıehung AL Schöpfung Dies wırd
Vatiıkanıschen Konzıl Akzeptanz leicht verdunkelt durch die Ungereimtheiten

Dıie zweıideutıge Rolle der (1 meiınden Leben UOnN Christen ber Fehler der
Europa während der Jahre der Unterdrückung Vergangenheıit sollten nıcht zur Verzweıflung
verdunkelte dıe Funktion der (jemeinde als führen vielmenhr ıSst notwendig, eıne bessere
Zeıchen der posıtıven Rolle der Kırchen theologische Grundlage aufzubauen Wwenn
während der Revolut:on UoON 1989 Die MAan UoON der (Gemeinde als Zeichen denkt
(7emeınden können nıcht nu anbetende HH (zottes eue Schöpfung ıst dıe
Gemeinschaften SELn Nur prophetische gemeinsame persönliche Innewohnung des
Gemeinschaften hkönnen Wahrheit anbeten dre:einigen (zottes und des verherrlichten
un ur anbetende Gemeinschaften hönnen Volkes (jottes dem ımmel und der
Wahrheıt prophetisch seın (Im Folgenden rde Das geschichtliche Leben der
meın (jemeinde/Kirche die verschiedenen Gemeinde sollte dıie zukünftıige Eiıinheit mıl ott
Arten UOn (Gjemeinden besonders auf der sıchtbar machen und ZWar als Ausdruck der
örtlıchen Ebene gegenwartıgen Erfahrung mık dem Heilıgen
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(je1$* als der Kraft der Schöpfung. Prophetie Läßt sıch nıcht als (janzes auf dıe
Dıie (Gemeinde sollte weder mıt der (;jemeınde übertragen. Dennoch geschieht das

Schöpfung verwechselt och UoN iıhr Handeln der (1emeinde ın dıeser Welt ın der
werden. Nıcht ennt, weıl sS1ıe UVO (Gjeist der Kraft des gleichen Geistes. Die Art der
Schöpfung Leben erhäalt. Nıcht verwechselt, alttestamentlıchen Prophetie ıst daher
weıl das eCUE Jerusalem eıne eschatologische aufschlußreich.
Stadt ıst Die (zemeinde antızıpler dıe eCUEC Die Prophetie selbst ıst eın Zeichen (Apg Z
Schöpfung, Sıe ıst nıcht deren erstie Frucht. 7) Hıer g1bt eıne Einheit zwıschen dem

Wesen der (jemeinde und z:hrerWır MUSSeN den Begriff ‘“Zeıichen) näher
blären “Zeichen) wWwWLıe 'Antızıpatıon iragen Verkündıgung. Dies hat zwel Konsequenzen:
beides ın sıch, sowochl den Unterschied als uch weıl erstens der (Gjeist der Prophetie der
dıe Verbindung zwıischen (emeıinde un ganzen Gemeinde gegeben ıst, hann heine
Schöpfung. Die (Jemeınde ıst eın Zeıichen einzelne Außerung das ‘Jetzte or seın;
solcher Art, daß S1ıe ın Übereinstimmung ıst zweıtens hat dıe Prophetie dıe Form eiınes
mıt dem, worauf S1Le eigentlich hıiınweist Zeugnisses’.
ahnlıch den ‘“Leıchen) ım Johannesevangelium. Dıie prophetische Botschaft ruft sowohl Zr

Dıie (Gjemeinde als Zeichen vermittelt uch Freundschaft mıt ott auf als uch zu
dıe neue Schöpfung. Die katholische gerechten Handeln. Dies wırd deutlich aus der
Ekklesiologıie betont den sakramentalen Verbindung UON (Jottesdienst un
Charakter der (Gjemeind als Zeıichen; 1es muß Gerechtigkeit ım Alten Testament. er
eingeschränk werden: der Heıilıge Geist alleın Evangelısatıon och Sozialkrıitik hkönnen
g1bt Glauben Die protestantische T’heologıe alleine stehen. Es raucht dıe dynamısche
evorugt, das sozı0-ethische Modell UonN der Beziehung .ott und Mitgefühl mıt den
(jemeinde als “Zeıichen:. Menschen. Es braucht dıe Belebung der

EKs sollte heinen falschen Optimiısmus ım *tränenreichen I’radıtion' — Orthopathie’.
1C. aufdas geben, dıe (Temeınde ıst un Während nötıg ıst, dıe Privatisierung der
was sSıe un ainn In der (jemeinde ıst das Ite Relıgion ım modernen öffentlichen Leben
NnNei geworden, wenngleich uch nıcht hinterfragen, gılt doch der erste Auftrag des
aufhört, das Ite seın. Und dennoch ıst dıe Propheten der (iemeıinde: ıhr helfen, sıch ım
‘Heıimatlosigkeit der (jemeinde ın dıeser Welt Höllenlärm dieser Welt verstehen.
paradoxeweise doch heıin Hındernis für iıhre VI Eın "Kommunıkationsmodell’ für
Rolle als Zeichen der Hoffnung. Die (jemeinde Prophetie ıst unzureichend. Vielmehr raucht
hat nıcht UON sıch selbst als Leıchen dıe (jemeinde selbst dıe Vısıon, das eıgene
sprechen, sondern se1ln. Verständnis der Botschaft, welche S1ıe ımmer

Die alttestamentliche Prophetie wiıeder nell hören muß Das größte Bedürfnis
stımulıert diese Zeichen —Begrifflichkeit. Im für dıe (jemeinde als prophetische
Wesentlichen ıst Prophetie Verkündıgung des Gemeinschaft ıst deshalb das (G(ebet Veni
Wortes (jottes. Dıie alttestamentliche creator spiırıtus (Komm, Schöpfer Geıist).

In Varlıous Christian communıitıes, DIreCUrSOorS of Christ, the Protestant
theological reflection the relation Reformation rediscovered the propheticbetween the church an the WOr. has 1N- imensions of present miınıstry of the

creasıngly 1n recent decades revolved around Word, an hence Iso the prophetic callingthe double notlons of prophecy and sıgn of the whole church. Zwinglı 1n particularThe ONvVergenCce 15 sıgnıfıcant ecumenıcal stressed hat has een aptly termed ‘the
achıevement, SINCEe these not]ons OUC the unıversal prophethood of the Christian
ve heart of hat the church 15 an hat church)‘’ (H.-J Kraus).! Under the influence
ıts mission ın the world should be of the Christology an ecclesiology of the

Over agaınst theologies In the ıddle Reformers, al Vatican I1 the Catholic Church
Ages, 1C tended LO ock the prophets applied Christ’s threefold minıstry of Prophet,In the past Dy thinking of them exclusıvely Kıng, an Priest LO the church“‘—the trilogy
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1S even the organızıng principle of the Nne struck ıth dumbness an self-styled sıgn
Canon law— and thus ascribed the prophetic of hope turned into for despalır The
minıstry LO the whole people of God.® CONVergenNCe the great 1SsSsues of the day

at the global level sufficed only for PTFO-The understanding of the church sıgn
and instrument of salvation— veluti SaCcC- nouncing SOMeE ımpoten platitudes. One
ramentum SCUu sıgnum et instrumentum *— might object that thıs description 18 L00 bleak
Was Orn wıthın the Catholiec Church an ql pıcture of hat actually took place al the
Vatican {1 became part of ıts officlal teach- conference. But if ONM 15 LO judge by
ing The idea that the Church 1s5 sıgn and reports (at least 1n Germany), this 15 hat
instrument W as not completely foreign LO the world has heard from Seoul
the Protestant tradıtion, but there ıt played When the Seoul fi1asco WAas 1ın the makıng

marginal role, partly because of ell- another event took place 37 pumped Ne

known Protestant hesitations ou the blood into the talk about the church
word ‘sacrament)’.° CONSCIOUS an broad prophetic communıty an Sıgn ofhope The
reception of this idea In Protestant circles event WAas the drama of the revolution’.
egan under the direct influence of ormula- In it. the Eastern European churches wWere

tions of Vatıcan 11 at the Fourth Assembly of assıgned SOINE of the key roles. It would be
LOO much claım that these hurches carrıedthe WOC at Uppsala (1968) The Sıxth

Assembly of the WOC al Vancouver (1983) out the revolution; it. Was revolution of
made the theological exploratiıon of the Gorbachev an of the Kastern European
church effective sıgn central part of peoples, not of the churches. Indeed, wiıth

SOMMEeEe notable exceptions, the indigenousıts pr  c the nıty of the Church
and the Renewal of Human Community.® churches WerTe silent 1n the face of ecoNOMIC,
Though the term ‘sacrament;' applied LO political, an cultural oppress1on; they were

the church 1sS still suspect 1n Protestant ‘worshipping‘ communiıties, not prophetic
communitıiıes. Moreover, eır sılence spokecırcles because of ıts possible implicatiıons

for the nature of the instrumentality of the en of complicıty. Yet iıt Iso spoke of
church,‘ the ıdea of the church ‘Sıgn an protest agaınst seemingly omnıpotent
instrument of salvatıon) has become current OPPTeSSOC. In spıte of the ambiguilty of their
1ın Protestant ecclesiology. soclal role during the of communist

Wıth the Catholic rediscovery of the rule, the worship an lıfe of the Eastern
prophetic role of the whole church and European churches wWere prophetic and the
Protestant rediscovery of the siıgn-—character oppressed peoples of ese countrıies OS-
of the church broad ecumenıical CONSENSU: nized 1n them communıtiıes of lıving hope, al

least 1n tiıme of revolutionary erIsıs.LO be emergıng the relation of the
church to the world the church should be ere AICc, of COUI'SC, worshiıppıing COIN-

thought of prophetic communıty an munıiıtiıes that remaın irrelevant for the
effective sıgn of hope problems of the world and ere prophetic

The theological wisdom enshrined 1n communıtıes hich INOTE successful than
the CONSENSU of ‘all the saınts’ notwiıth- the eOU. conference Wa  N The above LWO
standing, first reaction when asked examples AIe not meant LO suggest that
LO speak the church prophetic COIN- should side ıth the worshipping COIN-

munıty and sıgn of hope W as to wrıte munıtijes agaınst the prophetic communiıtıes.
We do not. eed to choose between the ht-why the church should cut back

such self-congratulatory talk The invıtatıon urgıcal forms of Christianıty and activistic
LO speak Came al the tıme of the inglor10us ONnes Indeed, only prophetic communıtıes
ending of the eou conference Justice, CCQ.  < truly worship an only worshippıing
Peace, an the ntegrity of Creation (March communıtıes Can truly he prophetic. One of
1990).8 The intention of the organızers of the the of the present article 15 LO
Seoul conference Was for word tO g out develop this thesis hıs 1S Iso hat
from Seoul ‘that the world could not. faıl LO should learn from the double experlıence of
ear VO Weizsäcker). But the churches strıving be ‘prophetic’ but failing
prophets, divided amongst themselves, wWere LO ave ımpact the world an of
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churches hindered from exercisıng ‘prophetic’ the WCC, Philip Potter, suggested that
minıstry but being thrust ınto the forefront. understand the prophetic ministry of the
of the struggle for liıberation church the proclamation of the gospel to

31l first crıtique the explicıt implicıt the world In ıts significance for the present
domiıinant understandıngs of prophetic an the future. Prophetic miınıstry 15 rooted
miıinıstry of the church and ıts funection 1n the word of (G0d ıt W as revealed ıIn
sıgn Section ID) Takıng startıng- (ijod’s mighty works 1ın the history of salvation
po1ın reflection the relation between the an 1ın the covenant ıth 0d’s people for
church and the Ne creatıon Section HD, the sake of all the peoples, an ıts PUrpoSsSe
ı11 then suggest how OUTr thıinking about 15 LO apply the word of (30d LO the great
the role of the church 1ın the world-—its problems of the world today.!° There might
lıving before the world an! speaking LO the be SsOIMNE disagreement hat ese central
world—can be recast LO avoıld the erıtieisms problems are but there 18 basıc CONSENSUS
noted (Sections IV-V) In conclusion ll the PUrposSe of prophetic mınıstry Its
ponder hat 1t. takes for the church LO be poın 1S ‘to relate the gospel LO the erıtical
prophetic communıty an sıgn of hope. events an 1sSsues of the day

Before proceeding, let make two T wo related tendenecies bespeak the
marks, ONe terminological an ON about the malaise of TYT1st1an prophetism today The

of this First, soclologıically the OM  D 1S5 the reduction of prophetic proclamatıon
church 1S5 fietion Only multiple concrete LO soclal crıtique. Consider the following
Christian churches actually exıist and Ca  —; description of the Christian prophetic
interact wıth the world When speak In the crıtique Dy Reuther:
following In the singular about ‘the church’

INnecan always this pluralıty of churches: The theology of prophetic crıtique ocates
(10d and the spokespersons for the sidethey Are prophetic communıties an S18NSs of of those victimızed espise! by the socıalhope LO the extent that each of them 1N- and polıitical elites. The word of (s0oddivıdually an 1ın relation to the others 15 crıtique of these elites, callıng them LO

prophetic communıty an sıgn of hope. reform their WaYS ıIn order LO be al LO
Theologically believe that the prımary divine Justice else threatening them ıth
locus of ecclesiality 15 the local church.? So revolutionary intervention of (0d In history
the “church’ Inecans above all concrete that ll overthrow their W! and ring ın
local communıty of believers. But suspect NEW WOor. where Justice and will be
that nothing 1n the argument ere changes establıshed
if ONe wıishes to place the prımary locus of These remarks purport LO CXDTeSS the gıstecclesiality level higher than the local of Christian prophetism. But take the word
church. “G0d’ Out an they become nothing other

Second, churches Are obviously not. the than program for left-wing secular soc1ılal
only Christian that are prophetic. crıt1que. My poın 1s5 not to call into questionMuch LOO often they complacently blend 1ın the eed for Christian soclal critique, forıth eır suroundings. So the prophetic this, 111 argue later, 1s essential
Spirıt finds domuicile the
that live the fringes of ecclesiastical lıfe,

dimension of Christian 1ın the
world Iso do not wısh to deny that

challenging both the unjust WOTr. anı the Christians eed LO be the side of thechameleon-like churches. If reflect ere victimized an despised not least theonly the churches prophetic COM- s]ıde of suffering under the oppressivemunitı]es an S1gNSs of hope, this 1S not LO patrıarchal structures of societies), for LOO
CNCOUTALE the arrogance of the church but to advocate the preferential option for the DOOTchallenge its frequent infidelity. Reuther 1S right, theology designed to

tickle the eEATS of the soclal elites—what sh
I1 brands ‘sacred CanoDY theology’—is

reduction of theology to INere ideology of theIn the artıicle ‘Der prophetische Auftrag oppressive status quO My point ıs not. to callder Kirche’ the former general secretary of into question her CONCENN, sımply LO indicate
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that there 185 very hlittle prophetic about the But the Aaste of the church has seemed
biıtter LO the world’s palate. The would-becritique Reuther to be callıng the

church LO exercise-—unless ONe wıishes LO appetizer for the feast of the Kıngdom urns
define prophecy slıghtly soclal rather no1lsome and people alk AWAY from
ethics which has taken relig10us short- the table ın disgust The churches AT LOO
cut.1$ much ıke the old an sinful creation—there

Christian soclal erıtics would ave less 1S LOO much idolatry, immoralıty, rel1ig10us
eed for prophetic labels if ere Were not intolerance, racısm, sSeX1SM, and exploıtatiıon
much mımıcrYy ın their pronouncements. In them-—for the world LO take them the

first fruints of the Ne creatıon. Much LOOT1st.l1an prophets tend LO forge eır INesSs-

ages by clothıng the ideas of elr favorıte often they resemble INOTEe closely the demonic
secular soclal erıtics 1ın relig10us garb. What kingdom than the Kingdom of God.1® Nowa-
Jeffrey Stout observes about theology In days, the churches ImMore readıly mM1 the
general 15 certainly true of Chrıstian soclal inconsistency of elr lives than the sterilıty
erıtique: ıt has ‘often assumed volce nOot ıts of elr ‘prophetic’ utterances. Hence when-
OW. an found itself merely repeatıng the EeVer the church 1s called SIgn of hope ONe
bromides of secular intellectuals 1ın trans- 111 find accompanyıng confession of the

disobedience and divisıons which obscureparently figuratiıve speech)’.!* Of COUTSC,
Christians Ca  — an should learn from NON- the sıgn But ıfere 1S an Yy sıncer1ty LO such
Christians Soclal analysıs, for ıinstance, Ca  — confession, SOINE narcissısm must lie ehın
provide them ıth tools for understandıng the churches’ pointing 1ın the sAINE breath to
the mechanısms of oppressıion. But there 1S themselves effective S1gNs of hope, ‘the

INoOore certaın WaYy for theology to lose ıts foretaste of hat the world 15 LO become‘.
volce than LO miıtate that of another’.! In bıt INOTeEe humilıty about hat the churches
an Yy Case, ıf the word ‘prophet’ 15 approprılate, are—and not simply ou how they behave

— would be called forthen ıt should deseribe OSe secular cr1ıtics,
not Christian theolog1ans wh merely echo One WaYy LO ward off the above er1ıtic1ısm
their ideas. would be LO StOp talkıng ou the church

In the Report of the 1rs Consultatıon prophetic communıty an sıgn of hope
of the Unity/Renewal Study’ of the WCC nstead of aspırıng LO make prophetic DrO-
the church mystery and prophetic sıgn nouncements OU: the great 1SsSsues of the
find the following descr1iption of the S1gN- day, ON would then limit oneself, SaYy, to
character of the church: coolheaded Christian soclal crıtique. But

They the followers of Christ| ATIe gathere: ın Ca the Y1ıst1aAn church which W as ul
the foundation not. only of the apostles butthe church, 1C 1s sent into the WOT. In Iso of the prophets gıve the propheticorder to be foretaste of hat the WOT. 1S LO

become, the first-fruits of the Nne  < creatıon. minıstry without denyıng ıtself (ef. Eph
Accordingly the church 1s called LO be and Indeed, Ca  - relıgıon which believes

that part of humanıty 1C. 1s Dre- 1ın personal (G0d who cts In hıstory for the
pared and empowered by the Holy Spirıt to salvatıon of all people dispense wıth prophets
wıtness to and proclaım the kıingdom ın and Go0d’s spokespersons? nstead of g1ving
for this WOr. through word an! deed, lıfe, prophetic miınıstry eed A better
suffering and yıng 'To the egree 1ın theological foundatıon for understandıng ıts
1C this happens the church 1S, through the nature and for ıts exercIlse. Putting ChrıstianHoly Spirıt, effective S1gn, instrument of
(G0d’s rule ın thiıs ‘aio0n’.16 prophetism 1rm groun ll help make

Christian soclal crıtique INOTE recogn1izably
The theological foundation for the S1gN- theological an thus TESCUE ıts reputatıon
character of the church 1s ıts relatiıon LO the Ser10us conversatıon partner 1n pluralıstic

debate ou the fate of OUr worldNe  S ereation: The church 1s effective sıgn
of -od’s rule tOo the extent that ıt 1s the 1rs What 10108 the pretentiousness of the
fruits of the Nne creatıon, because only talk ou the church sıgn of hope?
such Ca  — it. be ‘the foretaste of hat the Should ıt ead to abandon the notion of
world 1s tO become’.1” the church sıgn would it suffice LO
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recast the notion In diferent mould? At first dwell ın them The eschatological visıon of
glance, exegetical data do not ENCOUTASLE the Revelatıon suggests that the PUrpose of all
use of the term sıgn for the churceh. the 0d’s dealıngs ıth human beings 15 for

usages of semeıon 1n the New Testament them to en]oy fellowshıip ıth the TIrıune
not single ONe refers LO the church. When Second, the New Jerusalem—the people
the term sıgn 1s connected wiıith the church, of (0d—I1s ocated ın the Ne heavens and

Ne earth which Are freed from transıenceit desıgnates something the church 0O0es
(healings lef. cts 243 5:12] speaking ın an from all evil (ef. RevZ315) There
tongues (1 Cor 14:22]), not something the Ca  o be eschatological bliss for (i0od’s people
church 15 But hat, 1S the import of this wıthout eschatological shalom for

worldexegetical finding for ecclesiological reflec-
tıon Ou the siıgn—character of the church? The historical ıfe of the church should
The answer depends the nature of the ımage ıts eschatologıical future ıIn the ne
relatiıon between the church and the Ne  < creation. The eschatological mutual 1N-
creatıon. dwelling of the Triune an the people of

15 the final men of the high-priestly
I11 prayer of ‚Jesus: e that they IMaYy be ONC,

eVvVen thou, Father, art 1ın M  9 an 1ın
oth the lıfe of the church before the CYCS of thee, that they Iso MaYy be 1n us (John
the world an ıts MeESSasge to the world ave The prayer of Jesus, however, Was
eır ultimate poınN of reference In 0od’s not only prayer for the final destiny of the
ne ecreatijon. By the term NEeW ereation)’ churches, but Iso for eır communal ıfe

referring LO the eschatological realıty the WaY to thıs destiny. Hence ıt 185 the
callıng of the church to manıfest ıIn thisthat the Old Testament prophets envısaged

(see Isa 65:17{f£.), that Jesus announced anı world ıts future unıty ıth the Irıune (G0od
inaugurate through hıs whole miıinıstry Because the people of ll lıve ın 0d’s
(see an that the wrıter of the Nne world, trıving to deepen fellowship
Revelation describes the ultimate destiny ıth (Go0od an ıth ONe another must go
of od’s people and world Rev hand ın hand ith resistance LO godless and

In the present section will first inhuman conditions 1n the world an
indicate the nature of the eschatological Nne actıve CONCeTrN for the ntegral well-being of
creatıon, an ıts relation to the present, that the world Sanctification 1ın the personal life
18, analyse it reality that (God g1ves 1s incomplete wıthout transformation of the
human beings through the Holy Spirıt an world
that God calls them LO antıcıpate through The historical lıfe of the church 1S, however,
personal an soclal action. 1l then 1N- not INneTe imıtatıon of ıts eschatological
vestigate INOTe specifically the relatıon future; ıt 18 rather expression of the
between the Ne creatıon an the church. present experıence of the Holy Spirıt the

ne creatıon 1S the mutual DCI'- of the Nne creatıion. In the 1rs epistle
sonal ındwelling of the Triune and (G0d’s of ‚JJohn read: which ave SeEeCN

gloriıfied people 1ın the Ne heavens and the an heard proclaım 1Iso LO YOU, that
DNDEW earth.!? 'Thıs ollows from the description you MaYy ave fellowship wıth u  9 an OUTr
an! the location of the New Jerusalem fellowship L5 ıth the Father anı wiıt hıs
(which deseribes the people, an not the Son ‚Jesus Christ’ 1:3) Through faıth 1ın the
place where the people lıve) 1ın the book of ‘Life’ hiıch W as wıth the Father (1 ‚.JJohn
Revelation.?%©9 First, the whole cıty 15 des- 12 the Spirıit g1ves bırth to the fellowship
eriıbed the Holy of Holies filled wit. the between the believing people and the Trıune

of God an of the Lamb (ef. Kings God an places ese people 1n fellowship
6:20) At the SsSamne time an the Lamb ıth ONe another. ırth by the Spirit, which
Are portrayed the temple In 1C the makes people Christians, 15 birth Trom
Holy of Holies (1e the people) are sıtuated above’ 3:0), but ıt es place ere
(ef. Rev 21:22).21 hus the saınts dwell In below It 15 Nne birth of people who live ın
(God an the Lamb Just God and the Lamb this world an ıth this world make the
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good creation of God Hence the Nne birth of the church wıth the kingdom of the
persons through the Spirıt must be SeeN Ne ecreation 15 not L00 great al present; the

difference between the Lwo strikesthe beginning—ambiguous but nonetheless
real beginning—of the rebirth of the whole quıte glarıng. But ere aAare tendencies LO
COSINOS (ef. Matt 19:28; Cor B1 7) and SEeEE the church enclave of the Ne

Christjians actıon ın the world through the creatıon, ıts prelımınary stage ıts
of the Spirıt historical antıcıpatıon ‘earthly realization’.? Over agaınst such

of the ne creation. tendencies eed to be reminded that the
From the above understanding of the Ne heaven an the ne earth AT not

relation between the church an the DNDEW human ecereation-— not EVeEenN eccles1al
creatıon it ollows that the church should ecreation— and that the New Jerusalem 15

eschatological cıty 'comıng oWwn out ofneither be confused wiıth NOTLr separated from
the Ne creatıon. Stated 1ın such general heaven from (30d)’ Rev
WAaY, this conclusion sounds like rather To desecribe the experiıence of the escha-
inconsequential commonpface. It needs tological NnNe ıfe ın the church ıt. best
packıng to be made fruntful for reflection to use the language of antıcıpatıon. Antıic!ı-
about the siıgn—character of the church and patıon 1s not yet fulfilment, not even partıal
ıts prophetic minıstry fulfilment; ıt. 1S the of the future

The church MaYy not be separated from the under the condıtions of history.“® Inherent
Ne creation. The NEeW creatıon 1s 1n fact the characteriıstics of history 1St1NCc from the

eschaton ATe transıtorıness and siınfulness.prımary poın of reference for ecclesiology.*$
'The church Ca  b be the church only because In the framework of hıstory ONne Ca  — partlıy
it recelves iıts lıfe from the Spirıt of God who prevaıl OVelTr transıtorıness an sinfulness
1S the of the Ne creatıion. The church but Ca  - fully them The
o0€eSs nOot, of COUTSC, ave monopoly the body @A  — be healed, but ıt 1es an must
Spirıt of (50d 'The Same Spirit who 15 present waıt the resurrection of the dead; st1ans
1ın the church regnum gratiae 15 Iso actıve eed not be enslaved LO s1ın, yet the struggle
In the world regnum naturae) ıth the goal between the Spirit and the ‘tlesh’ remaıns.
of transforming both into the NDNEW creatıon To Sa y that the church 1s the antıicıpatıon of

the ne  S creation 1S, therefore, LO SaYy 1n ONeregnum glorıae); through the Spirıt the
resurrected Christ 15 the gıver of lıfe to the and the SAame breath that the Spirit of the
whole world (ef. Cor 15:45).“4 The actıvıty Ne creatıon 1s indwelling the church and
of the Spirıt 1ın the world o0es not, however, that the uUurc remaıns inescapably marked
obliterate the distinection between the church by the transıtorıness an sinfulness of
an the world YFor churches AIe the COIN- history.“‘
munıitiıes of those who, In to the It 18 sometimes thought that the anguage
prompting of the piırıt, ave belıeved 1ın of antıcıpatıon 1s identica|l wıth the Pauline
‚Jesus Christ eır Savlour an wh COMN- language of Hirst-fruits’ and ‘down-payment).“$
fess hım elr Lord, communitiıes of those Yet WOU. do ell tOo distinguish the Ltwo
wh through the Spirıit ave personal fellow- It 18 striking that Paul ca the h1s-
sh1p ıth the TIrıune God an ıth ONM orıcal mediations of the Ne  S ecereatiıon fırst-
another This 15 the prerogatıve of Christians fruits’ and ‘ down-payment,’ but
Kor thiıs Trea4ason the New Testament speaks these terms for the mediıator; the Spirit of
of them alone havıng received the Spirit G0od which Christians ave received, not the

the firstfruits an the down-payment of esults of the Spirit’s actıvıty ıIn the ıfe of
the Nne creatıon (ef. Rom 8:23; Cor 1:22) Christians and ın the world, 1s the Hirstfruits’
It 1s thıs speclal of the pirn of the and the ‘down-payment”*® The poın of the
Nne creatıiıon which distinguishes the church Pauline anNaOYN Janguage 1S LO underline
from the world the ıdentity 1n kınd between the first 1N-

The of the piırı of the Ne stalment and hat follows (ef. Rom 11:16).%0
creation 1ın the church should not, however, Therefore, In addıtion to the Spirıt gıven to
ead to confuse the church ıth the Ne Christians by Christ, only the resurrected
creatıon. The temptatıon sımply to identify Christ Can approprlately be called 'the first-
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frunts of the NeEe ereatıion'’ (ef. Cor 1520 Like 'antıcıpatıon', sıgn implies both the
difference an the connectijon between the23) For the church to this tıtle 1S not

only unbiblical but Iso plays ınto hands church an the Ne creatıon. Just antıcı-
of ecclesia glorıae that 1S al best r1dicu- patıon 15 not yet fulfilment, the sıgn 1s not
lously unrealıistic and al WOrs maliciously hat ıt sıgniıfies. The identity of the signifier

ıth the signıfied realıty would destroy theideological.
The church 15 not. the firstfruits of the NnNe signifier In ıts specıificıty. 'To call the church

creatıon, but ıt 1s the communıty of OSe sıgn 1S, theref{fore, to SaYy something negatıve
who ave tasted the firstfrunts of the Nne  < about the relation between the church

an the nNne creation. It 15 to deny theircreation. It Can therefore hope wıth ertaınty
for the 'glor10us lıberty of the children of identity.*} At the Same tıme, the term sıgn
(G0d’ and of the whole creatiıon (ef. Rom underlines the posıtıve relation between the

the church Can Iso lıve SIgn of church an the Ne creatıon. The function
thıs hope before the world and speak of thıs of the sıgn 1sS to poın to the signıfıed reality.
hope LO the world As ıt. lives before the Wıth the risk of sımplıfiıcatıon Ca  - Sa Yy
world the church antıcıpates the nNne  S creation that the S1gNSs fulfil that function 1ın two
through ıts being and actıons eCctL10N 1V); distincet Ways they Ca be extrinsıc to the

ıt. speaks to the world the church realıty LO which they po1nN: (like road S1gNs
they C:  - be intrinsıc to ıt. (liıke A loveNNOUNCE the Nne creatiıon through ıts

prophetic proclamatıon Section etter) The church 1S thiıs latter kind of
SIgN: It poınts LO the Ne creatıon Dy being
ıts present realızatıon under the conditions
of history; 1t. sıgnıfıes by sampling.**

The Johannine uUuse of semeıon corroborates‘Sign 1S ONe of OSe accommodating words
whose slım core-meanıng Ca be saddled thıs theological understanding of the term
ıth wıde varıety of connotations. It 1S 'S1gn' an it 1sS there that eed to turn for
therefore ell capable of fostering COMN- exegetical Ssupport for the notjion of the church

sign In .JJohni’’s Gospel S1gNSs aAarebetween diverse ecclesiological
tradıtiıons But ıts strengths ATe at the eschatological events that AIre ‘speclal
SAaInNne tıme ıts weaknesses. The price of the demonstrations of the character and
ecclesiological CONVergenNCe around the term of (God’.$4 Their PUrposSe 1s5 not only LO
sıgn LO be confusıion. wıiıll attempt strengthen the faıth of bellevers but Iso LO

elhicıt faıth 1ın unbelievers. 'To understanLO rıng SOINE clarıty LO the subject Dy layıng
theological an 1Ca basıs for the them properly LO apprehend Christ

ecclesiological use of the term sıgn and by by faith.*> Yet not all who SCE the S1gNs
reflecting the disputed 1issue of the instru- understan: them S1gENS; they mistake the

signıfier for the signıfied realıty (ef. 6:26{f{.)mentalıty of the church. hen ıll TAaW
SOINE implications from the sign—character an hence COMe to al 1n T1S (ef.
of the church for the nature of ıts 'T0 Sa Y that the PUrDOSEC of S1gNs 1sS to
1n the world elicıt faıiıth 0€es not INean LO spiriıtualize the

alk about the church sıgn 1S S1gNS. For they ave this funection ‘partıal
theologically rooted In the charaecter of the but effective realizations of salvation’.°
church the antıcıpatıon of. the DNDEW creatijon. Precisely because they partly embody hat
In fact, the meanıngs of the terms ‘antıcı- they s1gn1ıfy they Ca  — poın to the fact that
patıon’ an sıgn they apply LO the church T1S g1ves 1Ie LO the world’
argely overlap. The difference between How do get, however, from the S1gNs
them lies 1ın the perspective from which they that Christ did to the church A sıgn?
mark the church 1n ıts relation to the e John’s Gospel expects the disciples LO do the
creatıion: The language of antıcıpatıon des- kınd of miracles that Christ did (14:12)
ermbes the being of the church (1t should Presumably eır miracles would be S1gNs of
be) lived out by the Christijan communıty; eschatological salvation LOO But Dy DTrO-
the language of sıgn describes ıt Git should ceeding this WaVY, arrıve only al the S1gNns
be) percei1ved Dy the world that the church does, not to sıgn that the
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church LS Is ere warrant In John’’s gospel testify tO it DYy word an deed; ıt Iso
for speaking about the church sıgn? In operates ıth (Gi0d 1ın ımpartıng thıs aalva-
his high-priestly prayer Jesus ‘that tion.“**

Does not this Catholic understandıng ofthey MaYy be 0)e1 that the world MaYy
believe that thou hast sent me (EZD 'The the church effective sıgn attrıbute to
unıty of bellıevers ıth ONe another an with the church hat belongs LO the Holy Spirıt
the Triune (God 15 not only present antıcı- alone? Unlike the sacraments, the church
patıon of eschatological salvatıon but Iso cannot impart hat it signifles. The church
has In relatiıon to the world the Samne effect the mother 15 not different from the COTIN-

the S1gNSs do ıt ehicits faıth ıIn T1S It muniıty of the sısters and TOLNers The
9 therefore, legıtimate to apply sıgn church 1S, therefore, effective sıgn of

salvatıon ın the SAarmne ın whichterminology tOo the unıty of the believers.
T'he ohannıne wrıtings uggest basıcally each of iıts members individually an COIN-

the Same understanding of the sS1gN-— munally 15 sign.“*?° It C  ; ehecit al by
character of the church 0€es reflection embodyıng the ıfe of the ne creatıon, but
the church antıcıpatıon of the Ne the Holy Spirıt alone Ca  - gıve the faıth It
creation.®*‘ ca and indeed ıt. must, testify LO the 1915

Beyond poınting LO the Nne creatiıon lıfe, but the Spirıt alone Ca cConcelve the
Ne ıfe an gıve birth LO ıt.and antıcıpatıng ıt 1n history, the church

In Protestant circles the socio-ethicalsıgn Iso medıates the NEW ecreation.
Although thıs 1r dimension of the S1gN— derstandiıng of the church effective
character of the church 18 dominant 1ın the sıgn prevails.“° 'The church 15 the vanguard

of the NnNe creatıon called LO antıcıpate theecumenical debate,°® ere 1S hıttle agreet-
ment about the instrumentalıty of the church Ne ecereatıon ın the world through soclal
ıth respect LO ıts eing an actions.* 'Two actıon. Thıs 1, of COUTSC, true ıt. stands:
distinct but not. exclusive posıtions SEEeIN to church which Was not antıcıpatıon of

ne humankınd under the rule of 0d’sprevaıil: the sacramental ONe 1ın which the
church mediates the salvatıon 1n ‚Jesus Spirit would LO be church, an
Christ LO persons and the socio-ethical 0)el church that did not strıve LO make the STrUC-
In which the church strıves to antıcıpate the tures of thiıs old creatiıon reflect (i0d’s comıng
NnNe ereation Iın the structures of the world Nne creatıon would deny ıts vocatıon.

Catholic and ın ıts OW WaY Orthodox*®) Yet should not fall DICY LO theo-
ecclesi0logy stresses the sacramental under- logically misplaced optımısm that breeds

arrogahclce about hat the church 15 anstandıng of the church S1gN. In Lumen
hat it Ca  ; do In the world The old ereatiıongentıum the traditional sacramental

Jlanguage 1S applıed analogically LO the 15 not merely locatıon where the church,
Church: c the Church, ıIn Christ, 1s the vanguard of the Nne creatıon, lıves.

The old creatıon 15 Iso part anı parcel ofkiınd of sacrament-— a sıgn an instrument,
hat the church LS T’he statemen “"Thethat 1S, of communılon ıth God an of unıty

al INe  — and women)’.+  1 It 1s5 inherent church 1S5 not the Ne creation’, 0es not
1ın instrument that ıt 15 unable LO act sımply IMmean that the behavıour of the church
ıts OW Just sacraments AT the cts of en confliects ıth the demands of the Ne

Christ Iso 15 the church effective creatıion. It hat ıt. Say>Ss In ıts eing,
sıgn ‘too| ın the hands of Christ wh 1S5 the church 1S mixed ealıty; the old has
properly speakıng the subject of 1l the became Nne without, however, ceasıng

completely LO hbe the oldactıon of the Church’.*4% Yet al the poın of
the impartatıon of salvatıon 1ın Catholic In relatıon LO the church’s actıvıty In
theology the church 15 not simply passıve the world should, there{fore, not take
instrument In Christ’s an We ATe told antıcıpatıons of the Ne creatıon to be ıts

realiızatıon, not even ıts partial realızatıion.that ‘she g1ves birth’ to Ne and immortal
ıfe LO the children conceived by the Holy Although the Spirit 185 already working ın
Spirıt. ® The church o0€es INOTeE than only history usıng human actıons LO create PDIO-

visional states of affairs which antıcıpateantıcıpate eschatological salvatıon and
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the Ne creatıon In real WAaY, these h1ls- fore the road to suffering (ef. Pet
orıcal antıcıpatıons are far from the 4:12).®
consummatıon of the nNne creation earth The eschatological homelessness of the
15 from heaven. The consummatıon 1S work church ın the world an ıts resulting suffer-
of (30d alone through which (30d ll trans- ıng ATre not impediments to the church’’s
figure an glorify the creatıon together ıth being sıgn of hope for the world They are
hat human beings ave one 1n it ın antıcı- precondition of ıt, The celebrated tensıon
patıon of the ne creatıon. The ne creatıon between the eschatological identity and h1s-

orıcal relevance of the church 1s false on1S, therefore, fundamentally gift and the
prımary human actıon ıIn relatıon to it 1S not for the simple Teason that relevance Pre-
doing but prayerful ‘waıltiıng' (ef. Pet, Z identity. church that has become
Matt 6:10).4' It 1S thıs waitıng and DrFaVYy- part of this world 311 al best be able LO gıve

the world essons about ideological an 1N-ing people of that Christians aAare called
LO Cooperate ıth (God 1n antıcıpatıon of the stitutional survival, poss1ibly even about
eschatological transformation of the world SUCCESS But ıt ll be sıgn of living

The church signıfies, ave sald, by hope. Hope 15 orn where the Spirit of the
sampling: It 1S sıgn of the Ne creatıon Dy ne creatıion 1S5 SsSCeEeNN at work ın the conflhicets
being ıts antıcıpatıon 1ın the old creatıon. It of the church ıth the spiırıts of thıs world
ollows that the church Ca  - be sıgn of hope (oOr In the ‘prophetic withdrawals’ of the
for the world only 1f ıt. 1sS stranger In the church from the world*©) Following 1n the
world eing stranger 1S not sımply footsteps of ıts Lord, the church needs to
posture 1C the church es ın relatiıon the WaYy of the 1n the W: of the
LO the world; it. 1s rooted ıIn the verYy eing of Spirıt. The 18 the sıgn of the church;
the church antıcıpatıon of the Ne  S creatıon. the church under the 1S5 sıgn of hope
Because the kingdom of Christ 1S e  not of this for the world.?!
world’ the world cannot be the The sıgn—-character of the church 15 not
commonwealth of Christians (Phiıl 3:20); part of the church’’s MeESSaSEe to the world
they Ca  —_ only be ‘alıens an! exıles’ 1ın ıt. (1 The church 15 not called LO proclaım iıtself
Pet 2113 hıs has nothing to do ıth S1gN; it. 1s called to he sıgn before the
dualistic depreclation of the world Kor watching world For the church LO direct
though the kıingdom of Christ 1S not of this attention to ıtself sıgn of hope would not
world, ıt 1s kıngdom for this wOor. the ne only be arrogant In relation to the WOr. but
creatıon o0€es not COMMNE about through Iso misplaced ın relation LO ıts OW

replacement of the present creatiıon by Nne character sıgn The PUrpDosSe of the sıgn
ONe, but through ıts transformation. hıs 1S tOo po1N. LO the realıty it signıfies, not to
g1ves the homelessness of the church 1n this tself; the sıgn confirms ıtself sıgn by
WOr strictly eschatological character. poınting aAaWAaY from iıtself. Moreover, if the

Since the church should not desire LO fly church sıgnifies by sampling, then the realıty
from the world but should strıve LO bring the of the church sıgn 1S OÖNne other than the
eschatological Nne creatıon to ear thiıs reality of the ne creatıon antıcıpated
world, being stranger ın the world always through the of the Spirit. The
involves confliect ıth the WOoOr. The conflict church has nothing of ıts _ own to which LO
1S not sımply between 0)01 supplier the TAaWw the attentiıon of the world.>2 Like the
market of individual an communal| ıfe- lıght of the INOON, the lıght of the church 18
projects an others. It 1sS onflict between not ıts OW 1g but reflection of the
lıght and darkness, Justice and arbitrariness, 1g that has COMME into the WOTr. to
ıfe and death W1 the firıng-line runnıng lıghten Person (ef. John
often not sımply between the church and the When encounter 1ın the New Testament
wor but Iso through both church an the xalted designations of the church
world).*® his 1S why ere Ca  b be church ‘the lıght of the world,’ cıty set.
without martyrdom The verYy NEeW ıfe that Matt 9:14; cf. Pet 2:9—10 they appear 1ın
(G0d g1ves the church seits ıt 1n opposıtıon LO statements 1n the second Derson plural
the oOppressive DOWEeTrS of the WOr. and there- directed LO the church, not 1n statements 1ın
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the first person plural directed LO the world LOO often blind to the SOC10-econOMI1C dimen-
These designatıions ATe not the self- S10NS of Christian prophecy), prophecy today
congratulatory an self-commendatory talk either the interpretatıon of the word

of (God for the church (ın INOTE conservatıveof established church. They aAare words of
om{fort and challenge to persecuted church. circles) ıts application to the problems of
f the lıght shines it 111 be SCcCCNH, an ıf cıty the world accompanied by righteous 1N-
15 hiıll it. 11l be noticed. 'The INOTeE the dignatıon (1ın IMOTre ıberal circles). The
church becomes sıgn of the Ne creatıion, prophetess an her actıvıty tOo stand
the less ıt ıll eed to clamour self- aft, the centre of the prophetic miınıstry: her
advertisingly for the attention of the world task 15 LO actıvate the deepest symbols of the
It 111 then ave the ınner strength tOo let communıty In order to challenge the regnant
the natıons be drawn ear to I: sayıng: conscliousness’ an sinful and oppressıve
‘Come, let gO to the mountaın of the practices. In the biblical tradıtions the accent
Lord, to the house of the (+0d of aCco that 1S rather different: (50d and Message to
he MaYy teach his WaYys and that INaYy the sinful structures and individuals stand
alk ın hıs ways’ Isa Z cf. Isa 29:06—8; at the centre oth 1ın the New and the Old
Mic 4:1ff.).°+

It 18 not task of the church LO talk to the
Testament the prophets understan: them-
selves to be declaring the word of (G0d 1M -

world about itself. Thıis, of COUT’SC, o0es not parted LO them directly by (God.>> T’he reflec-
INnean that ıt should not talk LO the world at tıon of the prophets relig10us tradition
all Rather, the church 15 called tO poın and their observation of the historical sıtu-
the world LO the 1815} creatiıon through ıts ation—the prophets WerTe keenly of
eing, the church 1S Iso called LO poın LO both!—were, of COUTSEC, informing their PTrO-
the ne creatıon through ıts speakıng. As phetic MeESSasge. But this MeESSage Was not
sıgn of hope the church 1S called to exercise perceived result of their OW intellectual
prophetic mınıstry. efforts but the word comıng from (G0d

If PreSsuppbOSe thıs biblical understand-
ng of prophecy, 15 1t. valıd theologically tOo
spea of the church prophetic COIN-

The ecclesiologıca popularıty of the word munity? Can learn from the prophets
prophetic OW S much LO the posıtıve anythıing about the church’’s ın the
emotiıonal charge that it draws from the world? In the New estament the gift of
venerable tradıtion of the Old Testament prophecy (a gıift of receıvıing
prophets. Emotional connotatıions ATe 1M.- directly from (G0d) 1S5 but specıfic expression
portant 1mension of relig10us language, but of the broader phenomenon of prophecy that
they must feed ıts denotatıve ontent applies LO the whole Christian communıty.
whose ingredients COIMNE from the biblical 'The gift of the Spirıit which the church
tradıitions. Guilded by the above reflection received the day of Pentecost Wa the
the relatıon between the church and the NnNe fulfilment of the Old Testament promise
creatiıon Section I1L) 111 TAawW SOINE 1M- that all od’s people 111 NOW (30d 1M-
plıcatıons from the bıblical prophetic mediately the prophets did (ef. Num
tradıtions—from the Old Testament prophets ‚Jer In the Ne eschatological
and from Jesus-—for the WaYy ın 1C the communıty the Spirıt has een poured out
church should address the grea 1ssues of on all flesh’ an the whole communıty has
today But first eed LO ook al the gap become prophetic communıty CIS S1778
that separates biblical prophets from today interpretatıon of cts 21 In this
and search for WaYy to bridge ıt. sense the Spirıt that the whole church

When ONe prophecy ın the ceived al Pentecost Ca appropriately be
biblical tradıtions an 1ın the church today deseribed the ‘Spirıt of prophecy’.®° T’he
ONeEe gets the ıimpressıon that the only thing Spirıt of the Ne ereation 1S the ınk between
they ave 1n COININON 1S5 the designation. the speciıfic gift of prophecy an of the
Kxcept 1ın the Pentecostal an charısmatic prophetic callıng of the whole church because
segments of the Christian church (which ATe the Spirit 185 the orıgın of both
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The church whole 15 not prophetic in and hat promises to do 1ın the world
the SLF1C biblical of the word. We the ONe hand, an the testimony to hat
cannot therefore sımply transpose the has one 1n the church the other (ef. Pet
phenomenon of biblical prophetism LO the 2:9{f.) Without this element of wıtness, prophecy
Christijan communıty. Yet because the degenerates into arrogant and impotent INOT-
actıvıty of the church ın the world takes alizıng.
place 1ın the W an under the guidance The Spirit of prophecy 1s the Spirit of the
of the Spirit of prophecy, the church Ca  —; Ne  S creation. The prophetic Message addresses
learn from the bıbliıcal prophets mMore than the 1ssues of the world from the perspective of
Just few ımportant socio-ethical NOrMsS. It the promised Ne creatıon. (GGlven the nature
ca Iso learn somethıng about the WaYy 1ın of the Nne  S creation (see Section ILD), the DTrO-
which ıt should assert itself 1n the world On phetic Message must include both call
the assumption that ON zx  - speak ou the friendship wıth an the SUINIMNONS do
prophethood ofall belıevers, 1n the following justice.° In the grand of the prophetic
paragraphs will take the bıblical prophetic
tradıtions the basıs for reflection both

proclamation about hat Constitutes g00d ife
—61 SUMMAaTY that finds clear echo 1ın the

about the ontent of the church’’s MeESSaS«C eachıng of Jesus (ef. 2:285-31) an of
LO the world an about the nature of ıts Paul (ef. Rom 3:8—-10)—Micah combines both
prophetic ex1istence. appeals: requıres human beings ‘to do

The Spirıt of prophecy has een poured Justice, an to love kindness, and to alk
out 1ın the ast days sıgn of the dawniıng humbly ıth yvVour (0d’ 6:8)
of the DNe age CtS 2:11) It 15 the Same Justice Can be deseribed the ordering
Spirıt—the first fruits of the Ne ereation— of the soclal relatiıons which SECUTES for each
that cConstıLutes the church antıcıpatıon
of the Ne ecreatıjon. ere 1s5 therefore

person ıfe wıth dignity and integration ınto
the community.®* oıng ustice 15 therefore

indissoluble unıon between the church’’s partıcularly required ıth respect the POOT
eing an ıts speaking: the siıgn—character and marginalızed, fatherless’, ‘W1dow), an
of the church an! ıts prophetic minıstry 'soJourner’ (ef. eut It PF  S
ave their orıgın In the present gift of the both exposing the unjust and Oppressive soclal
Spirıt an eır Orm In the Vvilslıon of the arrangements an suggesting alternative
promised NeEe creatıon. In ıts prophetic VisS1lons of soclal life.©2 oıng ustice 1S essential
proclamatıon the church speaks of the SAaINne but not. sufficıent, however. By addıng to the
realıty from which ıt. lıves sıgn of hope. requırement tO do Justice the requırement to

Two ımportan CONSCQHUCNCES follow from the ‘love kindness’, Micah points beyond the WaYy
nature of the prophetic ınıstry and ıts relatiıon of Just soclal arrangements to the WaY of peTr-
to the eing of the church ırst, SINCEe the sonal, non-legislatable love. Social institutions
‘Spirıt of prophecy 1S gıven the whole COINMN- eed tOo satisfy the requırements of ustice—
munıity, prophetic pronouncemen cannot be not only of Compensatory but Iso of COIMM-
‘the ast word after which discussion 1s munıtarıan Justice—but people Iso eed to
possible’.*“ Rather, each prophetic statement learn LO do cts of kindness to ONe another For
1s subject LO the continual discernment of the wiıthout personal eXpressi1ons of love there 15
whole Christian communıiıty (ef. Thess humane ocıety
5:20f.).°® Unliıke Old Testament prophecy, The Old Testament prophe£s were far INOTEe
Christian prophecy 1s essentlally communal than sımply inspiıred soclal erıtics. They were
phenomenon. (This 18 true eVvVen 1n the Case of concerned ıth srael’s relatiıon to Yahweh
the gift of prophecy). Second, Since the church Just they Were with Justice and kindness;

prophetic communıty Ca  - bring to ear indeed, they Were concerned ıth Justice and
the problems of the world only that sSame kindness because srael’s relation LO Yahweh
realıty In which ıt. ıtself ‘)ives and reathes’, mattered to them The LWO9of COUFTSe,
iıts prophetic proclamation has LO take the form overlapped For the prophets believed that
of witnessing.? Authentic Christian prophetic NOW Yahweh L5 to strıve for Justice (ef. Jer
erıtic1ısms Ca  — be made only ıf framed by the 22:195+16) and that worship wıthout Justice 1S
proclamation of hat (G0d has one 1ın Christ worshıp al all but the detestable idolatry of
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seekıng LO sanctıfy injJustice religiously (ef. Isa addressed. The Message of the prophet which
—— 58:6—7).° Justice 185 not simply the draws ıts ontent from the revelatıon of the
secular outworkıng of rel1g10us faıth but Ne  S creation and 1sS inspired by the Spirıt of
integral part of that faiıth “”The ONe who the Ne creation 18 directed agaınst the old

ereatıjon: . agaınst the whole land, agaınstOPPTeSSCS DOOT person insults his Maker, but
the ONe who 1s kınd LO the needy honours hım the kings of Judah, iıts princes, ıts priests, and
Prov 14:31; cf. ‚JJames 12} the people of the and’ Jer 1:18) When the

Yet for al theır er1ıticısm of false worshıip, Nne  S 1s5 challenging the old, the old has en
the prophets condemned the cult intention a g1ving ıts privileged posıtıon
such. Indeed, they considered ıt. the WaYy of without 1g The prophetic call to confliect
entering ınto and maintalnıng communıon results 1n prophetic suffering. Yor thıs LTEASON

ıth God.®* Justice and kindness are not the suffering WAas considered basıc lot of
only requırements of Yahweh desired prophet.®‘
Iso to ‘walk ith’ Israel. Israel WAas love prophet stands 1ın twofold relation:
Yahweh (ef. eut, 10:12{f.) and when she ‘went God, from whom the prophet brıngs the
i{ter other gods Yahweh Was yearnıng for MesSsapge, and people, to whom (10d’s Message

estranged people (ef. Jer ‘Life 1s addressed. What 15 the nature of each of
these relations? In the biblical tradıtions ONefor Israel Was understood fellowshıp with

Yahweh who had entered covenant with thıs becomes prophet Dy responding LO the call of
people, and the fulfilment of Yahweh’'s COIN- (30d and ONe cts prophet by rece1ving
mandments Was LO be expression of thiıs from God But the prophet’s relatiıon
fellowship. Hence keeping the commandments LO CENCOMPASSECS much INOTEe than the
Can be deseribed loving Yahweh)’.®> Because cCelving and dispatching of 0d’s
the relationship LO Yahweh 1s central, God eaches the prophet 1so to feel for himself
prophetic proclamation must contaın the od’s intıimate attachment to Israel; he must
announcement of (50d’s Torglving expurgatıon not only NOW ou it, but experience ıt from

within.©® And the prophet talks to God L00 Heof prevı1ous S1IiNn an °re-creation of people’
able to alk wıth (G0d observing (10d’s ordi- IMaYy lament before G0d, pourıng out hıs suffer-
Nnances (ef. ‚Jer Kzek 36:25f£f.)°°—not Ing,9 and longing for God (ef. Jer ba
eas the requırements tO °do Justice’ and ‘love sIng praıses to (0d (ef. ‚Jer 20:13).° The
kindness). prophet prophet only because he 1s involved

The LWO prophetic demands for walkıng ıth In ynamıc relationship wıth Spiriıtuality
God and for doing Justice and kiıindness Aare 18 the soul of prophetic exıstence.
inseparable but they cannot be identified ıth Christian prophets today ave difficulty 1N-
each er We should neither be soclally terlacıng spirituality and soclal involvement.
nalve d} to belleve that when people ave The problem 1s neither the ack of desire

ıth (G0od soclal arrangements will take combıne the LWO In daily ıfe NOr LO fınd theo-
Care of themselves, 1910)48 theologically 1N! logical models which do not separate the two./9

to AaAsSsSsume that when people live ın But all such attempts and models flounder
OVer the contemporary deep-seated feeling thatıth ONe another they thereby lıve 1n

ıth (G10d Prophecy Can neıther be replaced by (0d 1s absent from the world T'he prophets of
evangelism NOr dispense ıth i They belong old had vivıd of od’s designs ıIn
together because personal|l fellowship wıth history: empıres wWwWere tool 1n the hand of
and the Ne  Z world 1ın which tear shall be Yahweh (ef. Isa 7:18-—20) Modern tech-
wıped aWAaY two aspects of the single realıty nological culture, whose goal 1s °to NOW rYy-
of the Ne  S creatıon. Prophecy 1s the social and thing 1ın order LO predict everythıng In order LO
ecological) dimension of evangelısm and EeVanN- control everything’, ‘} has made ıt difhecult to
gelism 1s the personal diımensıon of prophecy. hold ser10usly to the belief that SOVETNNS

hıstory and that the salvatıon of the world Can,The ontent of the prophetic message—be ıt.
the crıtique of dolatry and the call to fellowshıp let. alone must, COMMe from And the INOTEe

wiıth the denunclation of oppression an distant 1S from the WwoOor. the INOTE absent
the call to justice—leads the prophet into CON- 11l be from OUTr involvement ıIn the world

Only TesS discovery of 0d’s andfliet ıth the people LO whom the Message 1s
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actıvıty ın history will deep seated &.  not enough LO ave commands and general
that worship 185 iırrelevant LO doing 9 and even lıving examples an models,

justice. ”® for OUr decision-making. It 1S Iso NeCeSSary
POSSCSS those skills and sensııtivıties which thedynamıc relationship with 1s OoONne pole

of prophetic exıistence. The other the prophet’s New Testament wrıters assoclate wiıth the gifts
identification with the people Prophetic CON- of the Spirit’. ”> o0d prophets are masters of
1C ıth the people did not smother prophetic the Christian soclo-ethical art. And this art
sympathy for the people. “T’he prophet not. only Can be earned only In the school of the Spirit
Was INa  >; concerned wiıith right and He who draws prophets into the passıon of God
Iso had soul of extreme sensitivity human and enables them to identify ıth the suffering
suffering”.‘“$ In Jeremiah ıIn particular, the of 0d’s world
denuncılation of misdeeds and announcement The prophet’s parısh 1S the whole world

because the Nne  < creation 1S unıversal realıty.of jJudgment ATre accompanied by deep anguilsh
OVer peoples’ blindness an hard-heartedness Inspired by the Spirıt of the Ne creatıon and
and the suffering that 1s coming upon them ‘Ö gulde by the vlisıon of the ne creation,
that head WerTe waters, and CYVYCS prophets eed to speak to all dimensions of
fountaın of tears, that might WEeCD day and human existence—from personal to ecological
nıg for the slaın of the daughter of — and direct. their mMessage LO a]] ocales 1n
people!” (9:1; cf. 4:19{.; hıich uman beings live—from neighbourhood

The ‘tearful tradıition’ of Jeremiah—but Iso LO global communıty. Powerful soclal forces
of ‚Jesus (ef. 19:41{.) and of Paul (ef. Rom hınder prophets 1ın the exXxerclse ofelr unıver-

sal callıng. Religion 1s not. disappearıng fromel  as virtually disappeared from
T1sSt1an prophetism. SOrToOWwW has een SUD- the modern socıeties Was expected not long
pressed by rophets ave become LOO ag0O, but it. 1s increasingly being pushea aWaY
much lıke technıiclans. They explaıin oppression from the macroworld of the publıic SQUAaTE ınto
by ONe cause-—effect and expect lıbera- the microworld of the prıvate ıfe ıt 1S allowed
tıon from another Öppression 1S mora|l to play role, but only 1n the ‘spirıtuae Miroslav Volf *  activity in history will erase a deep seated  ‘not enough to have commands and general  sense that worship is irrelevant to doing  norms, and even living examples and models,  justice.7?  for our decision-making. It is also necessary to  possess those skills and sensitivities which the  A dynamic relationship with God is one pole  of prophetic existence. The other is the prophet’s  New Testament writers associate with the gifts  identification with the people. Prophetic con-  of the Spirit’.’5 Good prophets are masters of  flict with the people did not smother prophetic  the Christian socio-ethical art. And this art  sympathy for the people. “The prophet not only  can be learned only in the school of the Spirit  was a man concerned with right and wrong. He  who draws prophets into the passion of God  also had a soul of extreme sensitivity to human  and enables them to identify with the suffering  suffering’.’3 In Jeremiah in particular, the  of God’s world.  denunciation of misdeeds and announcement  5. The prophet’s parish is the whole world  because the new creation is a universal reality.  of judgment are accompanied by deep anguish  over peoples’ blindness and hard-heartedness  Inspired by the Spirit of the new creation and  and the suffering that is coming upon them: ‘O  guided by the vision of the new creation,  that my head were waters, and my eyes a  prophets need to speak to all dimensions of  fountain of tears, that I might weep day and  human existence—from personal to ecological  night for the slain of the daughter of my  — and direct their message to all locales in  people” (9:1; cf. 4:19f.; 8:18ff.).  which human beings live—from neighbourhood  The ‘tearful tradition’ of Jeremiah—but also  to global community. Powerful social forces  of Jesus (cf. Lk. 19:41f.) and of Paul (cf. Rom.  hinder prophets in the exercise of their univer-  sal calling. Religion is not disappearing from  9:1ff.)—has virtually disappeared from  Christian prophetism. Sorrow has been sup-  the modern societies as was expected not long  pressed by anger. Prophets have become too  ago, but it is increasingly being pushed away  much like technicians. They explain oppression  from the macroworld of the public square into  by one cause-effect nexus and expect libera-  the microworld of the private life: it is allowed  tion from another. Oppression is a moral  to play a role, but only in the ‘spiritual ...  problem, but they counter it with a technical  homeland for separate spiritual development  solution. Technicians are not overly given to  set up obligingly by the architects of secular  sorrow; if the solutions they propose are not  society’s apartheid’.’° One of the most impor-  accepted or if the mechanisms they design do  tant tasks of Christian prophets in the  not function the way they expect, they do not  contemporary world is to work on dismantling  grieve, they are angry. The biblical prophets  the ‘secular society’s apartheid’.  did grieve because the mechanisms of evil did  The primary responsibility of Christian  not blind them to the mystery of evil. The  prophets, however, is not for the world but for  mechanisms of economic, social, racial and  the people of God. Though the Old Testament  sexual oppression need to be exposed and  prophets were called to prophesy against  replaced by the structures of justice. But what  nations and kingdoms (cf. Jer. 1:9), the focus  can be done about the evil hidden in the depths  of their message was the destiny of Israel.77  of the human heart? Our strongest weapon  Correspondingly, the critique of the church is  against the mystery of evil is tears in the  the first task of Christian prophets:’® they  presence of God.  need to tear down the church’s ‚religious gar-  The community of Christian prophets ‘des-  menture that masks its idolatry (wealth and  perately needs a revival of orthopathy’”*—the  power!) and oppression (racism, sexism, ex-  experience of the personal presence of the Holy  ploitation!) and challenge the church to adorn  Spirit that makes them love both God and  itself with robes of righteousness and holiness  God’s world. Orthopathy does more than furnish  (cf. Eph. 4:24); they need to announce to the  prophets with inspiration and motivation for  church hope in a loving God who forgives and  promoting justice. It aids them also in under-  recreates, and threaten it with the judgment of  standing how one can bring the word of God  a holy God.  and the situation into an effective interface.  As P. Tillich said, in the prophetic Spirit of  Prophetic social critique is not simply an  the new creation the church has “in itself the  applied ‘science’; it is also an art. It is therefore  ultimate criterion against itself’.”9 But as it  24 ® EuroJTh 2:1problem, but they counter it. wıth technical homeland for separate spirıtua development
solution. Technicians ATre not overly gıven LO set. obligingly by the architects of secular
W, ıf the solutions they PrODOSEC Are not soclety’s apartheid’.‘® One of the most 1mMpor-
accepted ıf the mechanisms they esign do tant as of Christian prophets ın the
not funection the WaYy they eXpeCtT, they do not contemporary world 18 to work dismantliıng
gr1eve, they ATre angry The biblical prophets the ‘secular soclety’s apartheıd’.
did grieve because the mechaniısms of eviıl did The prıimary responsı1bilıty of Christian
not. 1N! them the mYySstery of evıl The prophets, however, 1s not. for the world but for
mechanisms of econOoMmIC, soclal, racılal and the people of (0d Though the Old Testament
sexual oppression eed to be exposed and prophets WerTe called to prophesy agaınst
replaced by the structures of Justice. But hat natıons and ingdoms (ef. Jer 1:9), the focus
Can be one OU: the evıl hidden In the depths of their Message Was the destiny of Israel. /“
of the human heart? Our strongest WeaDON Correspondingly, the crıtique of the church 18
agaınst the mySstery of evil 18 ears ın the the 1rs task of Christian prophets: ‘® they

of eed to tear OWNn the church’’s relig10us Sar-
The communıty of Christian prophets ‘des- menture that masks ıts dolatry wealth and

perately needs revıval of orthopathy’‘““—the power') and oppression (racısm, SeX1SM,
experjıence of the personal of the Holy ploitation!) and challenge the church LO adorn
Spirıt that makes them love both and itself wıth robes of righteousness and holiness

WOr Orthopathy does INOTre than furnish (ef. Eph 4:24); they eed to the
prophets ıth inspıratıon and mot1ivatıon for church hope in loving God who forgiıves and
promoting ustice It 1ds them Iso 1ın under- recreates, and hreaten ıt ıth the judgment of
standing how ONe Can bring the word of God holy
and the sıtuatıon into effective interface. As Tilich sald, 1n the prophetic Dirı of
Prophetic soclal critique 1s not. sımply the Nne  < creatıon the church has 1ın iıtself the
applıed "SCIeENCE'’; ıt 18 Iso art. It 1s therefore ultimate erıterion agalnst itself‘.”9 But ıt.
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paysS heed tO ıts OW prophets, the church world 1S hermeneutical ON What the
should not. self-sufficıently close itself to church needs 1sS penetratiıng soclal analysts
eritic1ısm from the world The activity of the wh Are able to understan: both where the
DIr of the ne creatıon 15 not 1ımited LO the world 1S5 going an OVer hat problems ıt 1S
church This 15 why ONe Ca  >; speak wiıith Tillich stumbling, ıt. needs creative theologians who
of 'Teverse prophetism’— an unconscilously NOW how translate the Christian INCSSage
prophetic erıtic1ısm directed toward the church into contemporary cuitural languages, skil-
from outside’.89 It 1s the task of Christian füul an daring prophets who Can make the
prophets LO help the church discern the volce Christian Message spea the great 1SSues
of Spirit eVen In the pandemonium of the of the day And finally the church needs
world imagınatıon to NOW how to symbolize the

The poınt of prophetic Care for the church 1s Christian MeESSage ıIn ıts structures and ıts
INOTre than Just self-beautification of the church ıfe If the church had al of this, ıt would be
It the mıss1ıon of the church iın the prophetic communıty and Sıgn of hope In
world For the credibility of the church the world—so the model suggests. But 15 the
sıgn of the Ne creatiıon 1s the presupposition communıicatıon MO right?
for the plausıbilıty of ıts prophetic messapge. No doubt the model 1s riıght 1ın hat ıt
The INOTe the church antıcıpates the Ne Crea- affırms. Transcultural m1ıss1ıon—whether ıt
tıon In its ıfe and ıts structures, the IMore ıts takes place diachronically synchronically
mMessage will TeCOVer the creatiıve force of the —]S possible only by translating and applyıng
prophetic word of which o0eSs not return the Message 1ın Ne  < contexts The prophets
empty but accomplishes 0d’s PUrDOSCS (ef. Isa of old WerTrTe not only conditioned by the
55:10{f.) tradıtions but they also Te-interpreted and

applied them! LO their OW times’,$! not-
VI withstanding eır belief LO be direct spokes-

DEISOoNS for The eed for creatıve reın-
Contemporary theologıcal reflection about terpretatıon and Tes applicatıon of the

the mi1iss1ıon of the church In the world Christian MESSagEC 1S greater today than
LO follow hat mig be deseribed °com- ever before. Technological an cultural
muniıicatıon mode]l’. The relation between developments are increasıngly wıdening the
the church an the world 1S that of sender Sap between the world of the biblical tradı-
LO recıplent. The recıpıent—the world— tıons and contemporary sıtuations. Wıthout
needs to Srasp the prophetic MESSage of the the church doing ıts hermeneutical work
church an perce1lve the church sıgn of ıth skıll an ımagınation ıts MeESSagE 311
hope. In order for that to happen, the sender not be heard an ıts sign—-character 111 not
— Aha church—needs to take Care ransmıt be recognized. The communıcatıon model
the MESSaSEC that it 15 understood an LO rightly underlines this
s1ıgnıfy the Ne creatıon In such WaYy that But the communıcatıon model 15 ın
hope 1s Orn 'The essential elements of this hat ıt. leaves O0OUL—0T al eas ser10usly
"OomMmunication mode!l’ remaın intact, of neglects. It LO operate tacıtly ıth two
9when the relatıon between the church miıistaken assumptions, ONe wıth respect to
and the WOrT. 1s5 en LO be LWO-WAaY the recıplent and the other ıth respect to
street The word most commonly sed to the sender. genuinely prophetic model of
deseribe such relation between the church the relation between the church and the
anı the world 1S ‘dialogue’, an ıts VerYy world 111 ave LO discard both of these
use underlines that ONe 1S dealing ıth assumptions. In relation tOo the recıpıent the
communıcatıon sıtuation—only that NO MmMOoO!| ASSUINeEes that the basıc problem 1S
recıplent and communıcator alternate places; ack of understanding: the WOTrT has not
the communıcatıon (legeın) o0€es not grasped the MESSapC, it. has not recognized
sımply from ONe partner LO the 0  er, but the S1gn, and hence o0es not respond. En-
between (dıa) them lıghtenment, it. 18 expected, 1l ear TUl 1ın

In the communıcatıon MOoO!| the basıc changed behaviour. But this 1s certainly
problem for the church 1n relation to the false The realism of the bıblical tradıtions
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breath ınto ıt, and make ıt. live (ef. Ezek1s sobering. The Old Testament prophets not.
only experienced nchangıng pattern of 37:6) To sustaın ıts passıon for (50d an iıts
faılure’ of e1ır proclamatıon; they were, passıon for the world even when the eaTSs of
almost paradoxically, called LO aılure: the the hearers aAare heavy and their ea are

fat the church needs the Spirit of love whoMessasge iıtself made the people obdurate (ef.
Isa 6:9{f.; KEzek 2: 14{1 Matt So creates hope (ef. Rom 15:13, 30) And to
also, precisely when the church 1sS sSeen LO be Trea the walls of resistance ıts mMessage
hat ıt. really 1sS 0eSs the world often refuse communicated by word and deed the church

needs the Spirıt who will convınce the worldCO cleave to ıt SIgn of hope, and nstead
trıes LO get rıd of it thorn ıIn ıts OW. flesh of SIN and of righteousness and of judgment’
(ef. Pet, 4:4) (John 16:8) The first task of the church

In relation to the sender the Commun1- prophetic communıty and sıgn of hope
catıon model assumes that the church has 111 therefore be LO pray ven. creator
the MmMessage but faıls translate and COIN- Spiritus.®*
municate ıt. successfully) and that the church
1S the first fruits of the Nne  < ecreatıion’ but
faıls LO present itself such before the See Locher, ophetie der Reformation.
world) In ımportant thıs aASSUMPD- Elemente, Argumente un! Bewegungen), 1ın
tıon 1S right the church has the Message and Charısma un Institution (ed endtorff;
it LS antıcıpatıon of the Ne  S ecereation. But it uüterslio ütersloher Verlagshaus Gerd Mohn,
would be false LO conclude that the dominant 102—-109

For a nuanced STOT1CA. account of the
CONCEeTN of the church should COoMMUnN1N- trıplex of T1S' In iıts relatıon to the church sSee
catıng the MESSaSC and presenting iıtself 1C. Das dreifache Amt OChrıst:ı Un der

sıgn of hope. As Taylor observed, Kırche Zur Entstehung Nı Entwicklung der
hat turned DErSoN into prophet wWwas not Trilogien (Europäische Hochschulschriften, (B
eloquence but VIS1onNn, not getting the Message Frankfurt Peter Lang,
ACTOSS but getting the message’.® Similarly See grand, ‘La realisation de l’Eglise
hat makes the church into Sıgn of hope lieu’, ıIn Inıtıation S la pratıque de la

sologıe Lauret and Refoule; arıs1S not ıts effort al sıgnıfyıng hope, but the
realıty of ıts being antıcıpatiıon of the Ne Cerf, 1983), 3:145—345, 205f.; Legrand,
ecreatıon. Yes, the church has the mMessapge, Response “T'he Church ophetic Sign  ”

ın Church, Kıngdom, World. T'he Churchyet ıt. needs LO recelve the Message always Mystery an Prophetic Sıgn (ed Limouris;
NEW 1ving word be addressed the al and er aper 130; (jeneva: WCC,dyıng world Yes, the church LS antıcıpa- 145—-151, 146f.
tıon of the Ne creatıon, yet ıt. needs LO SFOW Lumen gentıum E: see also Lumen gentıum 9,
In unıty an ın sanctıty 1n the divided and 48, 59; gentes 1, D: (jaudıum et SDeS 42, 45
unjust world The efforts of the church LO See Jüngel, ‘Die Kirche als Sakrament?’
communıicate and to signıfy ll be futile if ZThK $() (1983), 432—4951, 436{ff.
ıt 0€es not listen the volce of the Spirit and See Gassmann, “The Church as Sacrament,
otrıve LO be renewed into the lıkeness of the Sign and Instrument. The Reception of thıs

Ecclesiological Understanding 1n EcumenicalTriune (0d Debate’, ın Church, Kingdom, Or T’heThe prophetic mMO of the relatıon
between the church and the WOr. ASSUumMmes

Church 15 Mystery an Prophetic Sıgn (ed
that the mı1ıss1ıon of the church In the world Limouris; al and er Paper 130;

(jeneva: WCC 1}
Ca  — be sustained only by the Ss\aIne Spirit of See Birmele, Le salut esu Christ dans les
the Ne creation whose makes the dialogues (Ecumeniques (Labor et fides 141;
church LO be the uUrc. To be prophetic arıs Cerf, 203—253, Sd dn

For brief but perceptive theological assessmentcommunıty the church needs the Spirıt, who
1l make ıts SONMNS and daughters prophesy, of the conference see ider, ‘Reflections
ıts mmen SsSPeE Vlslons and ıts old Inen Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation’, In
dream dreams (ef. cts 'To be z sıgn Transformation 8 (1990), IEL3

See Volf, ‘Kırche als Gemeinschaftof hope the church needs the Dirı who will Ekklesiologische Überlegungen A Uus freikirch-flesh LO COINE uDON ıts dry bones, put licher Perspektive’, ın EvuTh 49 (1989), 5276
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10 See Potter, ‘Der prophetische Auftrag der 21 It 1S sometimes suggested that the absence of the
Kirche/, ın Okumenische Posıtionen. Der DTO- temple from the New Jerusalem indicates
phetische Auftrag der Kırche, Kırchen un that the uUurc. 15 something provisional (ef.
Chrısten ın polıtischer Verantwortung, den Pannenberg, “T’he Kıngdom of od’, 76) It 18

not 1111CUH to SEEC the theologıca TeEaSoNSsS forFrieden fördern Bad Boll Evangelische Aka-
demie Bad Boll, 1141 thıs VleW, for it allows for people to become part
‘Report of the First Consultation of the Unity/ of the eschatologica. NEW ereation without avıng
Renewal tudy’, In Church, Kingdom, World LO become members of the church But the VIEW
T’he Church Mystery anı Prophetic Sıgn (ed Ca  — find support ıIn Rev 21 DD only either ıf ONe

confuses the seNseSs of church'’ as uilding and aAsLimouris; al and er Paper 130;
(Gjeneva: WCC, 163-175, 40 people, ıf ONe makes the alse assumption that

12 Reuther, ‘Reliıgion and Society: Sacred the church Ca  - exıst only when ıt Ca  — hbe dis-
Canopy ophetic Critique’, In T’he Future of tinguished from the larger soclety. 'The pomınt of
Lıberatıon T’heology Essays Lın Honor of (justavo the statement that there will be temple 15

that ın the NEW ereation there will be distinc-(jutierrez (ed. 1s and Maduro; New
York 1S 00ks, 172-176, 178 My tıon between sacred and secular realms, sınce all
comments ere are not cerıtique of the ole of the people will be the Holy of Holies and (God and
uther'’s wide-ranging work but only of this the Lamb will be the temple ın 1C the Holy
artıcle. of Holies 1s placed.

13 D On Cor 5:17 tuhlmacher, 'ErwägungenCallıng discourse ‘prophetic’ 1S, of COUTSC, not
simply matter of hingulstic preference. The ZU ontologischen Charakter der kaıne Rtısıs’,

‘prophetic’ tends to gıve human speech-acts EvTh Z (1967), 1—39; Mell, Neue Schöpfung.
aura of speclal authority. soclal eritie who Eıne tradıtionsgeschichtliche un exegetische

understands herself prophetess desıres LO be Studıe einem soteriologıschen Grundsatz
taken as ‘spokesperson for od’—that 1S, 4s paulınıscher eologıe BZN W 56; erln Walter
INOTEe than SOMEONE who Just CXPTESSECS her OW. der Gruyter, On the ole 1sSsue SPCC

opınıon about the truth of matter Some-times Moltmann, The Church ın the Power of the
soclal entic will clad herself ıIn prophetic garb Spirıt. Contribution LO Messıanıc Excclesiology

ın order to place one’s crıtique outside the realm (trans. Kohl; New York Harper Row,
of general moral discourse—so that 0)41> does not 278f££. On the OlsSt1iCc soterl1ology mplied
eed to specıfy the presupposıtions of one’s moral ın such holistic eschatology SsSCE Volf,
judgments, justify ethically concrete moral ‘Materialıty of Salvation: An Investigatiıon In
dec1s1ons ıIn complex sıtuatiıons and reflect the Soteriologies of Liberation and Pentecostal

Theologies’, ın Journal of Ecumenical Studıies 26alternative proposals. But eVenNn ıf the prophetic
18 not sed LO immunı1ze particular soclal (1989), 447467

crıt1que from er1ticısm, ıt 1S certainly mean to 23 See Pannenberg, “"T'he Kingdom of God’, 73{ff.
add plausibility to the soclal eritic’s mMmessage, at 24 See Volf, ork ın the Spirıt. Toward
least 1ın T1stlan circles. This 18 what InNean by eology ofork New York Oxford Universıty

Press, chapter On the relatıon be-sayıng that soclal erıtique 1cC disgulses iıtself
as prophetism 1S ‘takıng relig10us short-cut). tween realms of gTaCE, nature, and glory SEE

14 Stout, Ethics After Babel T’he anguage of Moltmann, ‘Chrıstseın, Menschsein und das E1IC.
orals Anı eır Dıscontents Boston Beacon Gottes. Bın espräc mıt arl Rahner’, ıIn
Press, 1988), 163 Stimmen der eıt 203 619-—631, 626

15 though noL always able LO OW oltmannStout, Ethıics, 165
16 ‘Report’, NO  N 30, 24 ın the WaY he determiıines the relationship of the
F, Cf. also Pannenberg, “CThe Kingdom of (Giod three to each other)

and the Church/’, 1n Pannenberg, eology 25 Käsemann, “Zur ekklesiologıschen Verwen-
an the Kıngdom of (iod (Philadelphia: The dung der Stichworte “Sakrament” und “Zeichen’”,

In Wandernde Horızonte auf dem Weg ırch-Westminster Press, B
licher Einheit (ed Groscurth; Frankfurt18 See Tillich, Systematıc eology HT Life an

the Spirıt, Hıstory anı the Kingdom of (iod Otto Lembeck, 119-136, 133 oug
1cago: University of Chicago Press, Käsemann sharply erıticızes the pretentiousness
375 of usiıng the term sıgn LO esecribe the church,

he aıls to INeASUTeE hıs OW. notiıon that the19 On the relatiıon between the church and Triniıty
sSee Volf, ‘Kirche’, 7O0ff£. church, regnum Chrısti, 1S the earthly realiza-

20 For the ollowing Interpretation of Rev D 220 tıon of the comıng rule of (10d agaınst the SaMle

SsSCcee Gundry, “T’he New Jerusalem. People standar: On confusıon between the Church and
the reign of (30d sSee Küng, T’he Churchas ace, not ace for People’, 1ın ovUT 20
Garden City mage 00ks, 135(1987), 254264
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26 Uf. Moltmann, The Church, 193 Cf. also de facto ın the church, the church can be called
Moltmann, Politische Theologie—Politische the ‘preliminary portrayal’ 1e€ vorläufige Dar-

(Fundamentaltheologische Studien, 9; stellung') of thıs unıversal sanctification (KD IV/
München Kaıiser, 162 Z

7 One must distinguish the antıcıpatıons of the 33 Whatever eologic justification and ecumenical
ne creation ın the church and 1ın the WOrT. usefulness the exegetical grounding of Ta-

Only ın the church 1s anticıpatıon of the Ne  S mental heology wiıith reference LO musterıon ın
creatıon characterized by peoples confessıion Eph 3:2  r m1g have, ıt does not eem helpful
of al ın ‚Jesus T1S' and their CONSCIOUS LO seek exegetical ground for the sign-character
allegi1ance to hım as Lord, and does ıt entaıil, of the church 1ın this text (sSo seemingly
according to the New Testament, liberation of Pannenberg, T'hesen zZur Theologiıe der Kirche
Christians from the Wof sS1iN (ef. Rom S11 2nd ed TEeV., München Claudius Verlag,

39f.; Moltmann, T'he Church, 202ff.; ‘Report),notwithstanding the realıty of the permanen
struggle agaınst sS1inNn 1ın their lıves. In the church, 39) One gets to the notion of sıgn ın Eph 3:92ff.
therefore, the problems of transıtorıness and only if OoONne has read ıt into the text because of
sinfulness aAare not. (or at least should not be) the text’s later assoclation ıth sacramental
the Samne eve the W of sS1iN has been broken theology 1C defines sacrament sıgn and
but ea the ast mM has not yet been instrument). point to be that the

(ef. Cor musterıon does not speak by itself, but that ıt
28 ‘Report’, 30 Ag Moltmann, The Church, needs to be proclaımed that ‘all people mig

193 Moltmann, Politische Theologıe, 162, not be ‘made to see (Eph 3:9) (agalnst Schnacken-
only of the anticipations of the Ne  S ereation ın burg, Der Brief an dıe Epheser EKK 10; Urıc
the church but also In the WOT. oltmann Benziger Verlag, 1982], 139 and wiıth Barth,
CECINS, however, to be readıng his ormally Ephesıians. Introduction, Translatıon, and
correct. concept of ‘anticipation' into the 1D11Ca. Commentary apters "The Anchor
concepts of the Hirstirunts’ and ‘down-payment’ 34; Garden City Doubleday, 342) -  at
rather than etting these 1DIl1Ca. metaphors does not InNnecan that the content of the mystery

the ecreatiıon from ‚Jews and entiles of the ONeinform his concept of antıcıpatıon.
29 Paul explicitly states that the Spirıt 1S the down- people of God ın Christ), when 1ve! out before

payment (ef. Cor WDE Eph 1:14) The Case of the WOT. INAaYy not. be S11gn to the WOT. But
the phrase ‘the firstfruits of the Spirıt’ 18 SOIMMe- the sign-character of the church cannot be
hat less clear, but *‘most apgree that the genitıve established the basıs of what 18 saıd about the
15 epexegetic the firstfruits 1C 1S the Spirıt)’ musterıon, at least not the sign-function of the

Dunn, Romans WBC 38a; Dallas church In relatıon LO the human WOrTr. (as
Word, 4'73) distinet from ‘the principalities and DOWEeTS In

3W) 'Thıs Can be seen from the use of OITAOXN to the eavenly places’ lcf. Eph
deser1ibe the resurrected T1S 1n relation LO 34 A& Barrett, T’he (GGospel According LO St
those who ‘have fallen asleep’ (1 Cor 15:20, 23), John An Introduction ıth Commentary an
and the first. converts of particular regıon In Notes the Tree. ext 2nd ed.; Philadelphia:
relatıon to the ole church that 18 later LO be Westminister, 76
established (ef. Cor. 16:15; ess 213 35 Barrett, John, 15_[some 36manuscr1pts]). Barrett, John, 76 On SIgNSs 4as embodiments ıIn

31 So Gassmann, “The Church,’ similar claım the Old Testament sSee VON Rad, Old Testa-
15 made about the implications of the term ment eology ITI T’he eology of Israel’s
‘sacrament’ as applied to the church In Roman Prophetic Tradıtions (trans. Stalker;
atholc ecclesiology by Meyer ırche als New York Harper Row, 96f.

&7“Sakrament” ) | Paper presented at the 24 Inter- oug! without the explicit use of the sıgn
national Ecumenical Seminar of the Institute for language, att D: 14M., Pet. 2102 and Phil 2:15
Ecumenical Research, RL July, 1990, Stras- CXDTESS the ame understanding of the church ın
bourg], 6f.) and Legrand (‘Koinonla, Church relatiıon LO the WOT.
and Sacraments. General atholıc Outline’ 38 See Gassmann, “The Church), (jassmann does
|Paper presented at the Roman Catholic/ not differentiate clearly between the meanıngs
enteCcos! Dialogue, ugust, 1987, Venice]l, of sıgn as 'antıcıpatıon' and ‘effective mediation)’.
17{£f.) If want to aVOold conceptual confusion about

39 Wolterstorff, “T'he and Economics: the church S1gnNn, not only Care:  y
The Hermeneutical Issues’, ın Transformatıion 4, distinguils between these LWO sSeNSsSES of the word

3/4 (1987), 11-19, Similarly Barth sıgn but also make urther distinetions within
Because the sanctification of the ole humanıty the understanding of sıgn ‘effective mediation’.
1C. took place de Jure In T1S 1S experlence 39 The ın 1C. the proclamation of the
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church 185 instrument of the realization of the Fall 3 The church 1S offering the
Ne  S ecreation less isputed. Nne  S creation gift, not

4() 53See Zizioulas, ‘Le Mystere de l’Eglise dans repeatedly Catholiec theologlans interpreting
la tradition orthodoxe), ın Irenikon 60 (1987), umen gentium See de ubac, (jeheimnts
323-—339, 339ff. Hıs reflection the church AS auUsSs dem WLr leben (Einsiedeln Johannes Verlag,
une lcone du Royaume veniır’ ın this 98“ Ratzınger, ‘Warum ich noch In der
article should be read, of COUFSe, ın the 1g of Kirche bin’, ın Urs Von Balthasar and
his eucharistic ecclesiology (see Zizioulas, Ratzinger, wel üdoyers unchen ösel-
eing Communion. Studies ın Personhood Verlag, 9/—7/5, 67
and the Church |Crestwood St ladimir 54 On Israel sıgn to 1C natıons COMMeE f their
Seminary Press, 1985 OW: accord sSeEe VonNn Rad, eology IL, 249

41 Lumen gentıium For the Old Testament sSee Zimmerh, Old
49 See Kasper, ‘Die Kirche als unıversales Testament eology ın Outline (trans.

Sakrament des Heıils’, ıIn T’heologıe INı Kırche Green; Atlanta John Knox Press, 102
(Mainz Grünewald, 231-254, 2492 YKor the New Testament Aune, Prophecy

43 Lumen gentium 64 ın arly Christianity an the Ancıent Med:i-
SO Birmele, Le salut, 2928 On the 1ssue of the lerranean Or'| (Michigan: Kerdmans,

338church’’s cooperatıon ın the ımpartatıon of salva-
tıon sSCce also ardına. KRatzınger, Theologische 56 For exegetical considerations SCceCe Turner and
Prinzipienlehre. Bausteine zur Fundamental- ackınder, ‘Prophecy and pirıtua. Then
theologıe unchen YT1C. ewe Verlag, and Now 1ın Christian Experience ın eology

anı Life Papers Read at the 1984 Conference42, where he STLresSsEes that being received into
the church isıble communıty of believers 185 of the Fellowship of European Evangelıca

dimension of al ıtself. It ollows that al T’heologians (ed arshall; Edinburgh:
1s not only gift of (G0d but qa the ame tıme Rutherford House 00ks, 16—54, 178 Kor
gıft of the church IMNOTrTe theological development of the theme SsSEeE

45 U Volf, ‘Kırche’, 68 See also ‘Perspectives Vandervelde, “"T’he Gıift of Prophecy and the
Kolnonila. The Report from the 1r Prophetic Church’, ın T’he Holy Spirıt. KRenewing

Quinquennium of the Dialogue Between the an Empowering Presence (ed Vandervelde;
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian ınlıe 00d Lake 00Kks, 93—1
Unity of the Roman atholıic Church and Ome 57 Berkhof, “Zwischen Prophetie und Weısheıt’,
Classical Pentecostal urches and Leaders 1ın EvuKom15 (1982), 242-245, 243
5—1989), 94 58 On the ımportance of congregational discernment

46 One Ca  - encounter similar understanding of SPEE Dunn, “The Responsible Congrega-
the urc effective sıgn ın atholıc circles. tıon (1 Cor 14:26—40)', INn Charısma Un gape
Latın American Liberation Theology 1s Case In (1 Ko 1014 (ed de Lorenzi; Benedictina, »

pomınt. On the soter10logy of Latin American omeel VOoNn St, Paul VOr den Mauern,
Liıberation Theology ASs ıt relates to the WOr. sSEeE 201—236
Volf, ‘Materilalıity’, 454{ff. 99 On the eneral chafacter of T1stlan relig10us

47 See Volf, Work, 100 speech wiıtnessing Sce Fischer, ‘Behaupten
48 oder Bezeugen? Zum us des ahrheit-See Moltmann, Der Weg esu OChrıstı OChrıst-

ologıe ın messianıschen Dımensıonen unchen sanspruchs christlicher Rede VoONn Gott’, 1n ZERER
Kaiser, 226 &3 also Moltmann, ‘Dient 8"7 (1990), 2974944
die “pluralistische eologıe” den Dialog der 60 Kor Treasons of leave out the ole
Weltreligionen? ın EvuTh 49 (1989), 528536 ecological dimension of the prophetic proclama-

tıon of the church It WOU. not be difficult to49 See Peterson, Zeuge der ahrheıt/,
T’heologische Traktate unchen Kösel-Verlag, ShOW both exegetically and theologically that

167-—-224, 175 In his ‘Von den Konzilien Christians need to place the CONCeTrTN for the
und der Kirche’ Luther spoke of persecutıon protection of creatıon alongsiıde the CONCEeTN for

Justice.nola ecclesiae (ef. DU, 642, 11f.)
61 See Wogaman, “Toward Christian50 On ‘prophetic withdrawals’ SEeE Tillıch, Systematıc Definition of Justice’, ıIn Transformatıon feology III, 383 (1990), 18923

Similarly Käsemann, ‘Sakrament’, 130 62 On both tasks as aspects of prophetic minıstry
52 Hor thiıs TeEeASON ıt 1S not. sufficient to Sa y that the sSEeE Brueggemann, ‘Voices of the 1g

church should not impose ıtself the WOr. but Against Justice’, 1n Brueggemann et al., 'T'o
er erself LO the WOr. for reception’ Aect uUSLLY, ‚OUeEe enderly, alk Humbly. An

Zizioulas, “Che Theological Problem of genda for Mınısters New York Paulist Press,
“Reception” iın ulleirn of Centro DTO Unione 26 5—28,
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63 standing of actıon In history the integrationLiberation theologlans ın particular have
of doing Justice and prayer 1S impossible, for thestressed thıs pomt. See Gutierrez, eology

of Lıberatıon. Hıstory, Polıitics an Salvatıon simple TEASON that such VIEeW prayer, to
(trans. Inda and agleson; New York Orbis IC supplication and thanksgıving ATre 1N-

0o0ks, 195f.; Miranda, Marx an the tial, 15 not possible. You Can hardly petition
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