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able scepticısm. Fınally, Garrett 1S unable LO derıves from Moses. Unfortunately, hıs approac
entify an y lıterary form of the 2nd millennium 15 methodologically unsound because he aıls to

1C. resembles hiıs Gospe of Abraham)'; gıve sufficıent attention to the text of Genesı1ıs
rather he 1s5 forced to adopt designation1 ıt, NO stands. Garrett depends LOO much
first aDPeCars almost. 2,000 after the tıme of StEructLures derıved from other ancıent Near eastern
Abraham documents. As result he manipulates Varı0us

condly, reservatıons must expressed about parts of the text of (Gjenesıis ın order LO make them
the WaYy ıIn 1C. (Garrett manıpulates the (jenesıs conform LO particular structure (e.g his Teat-
material. For example, he that the three ment of the Abraham cycle, 11:2471-25: 1D Whıile
wife/sister incıdents ONCE constituted inde- (Garrett has clearly attempted to approac the
pendent ‘ancestor eplC’. To substantiate thiıs SOUTCEe analysıs of (Genesı1is afresh, his proposals
claim he PreSUPDDOSES that the orıgınal epic WAas should be reated ıth the greatest cautiıon.
broken wiıth only SOMIMeEe parts being incorporated
ınto Genesıs. Similarly, the narratıves involving lexander
Hagar aAre classıfıed ‘ancestor epic’ despite The Queen’s University of Belfast
the fact that this materı1a|l consısts of only LWO
elements and not three 'To account for this d1s-
CreDANCY Garrett suggests that ‘the early Nnarrators
simply told ıt, bınary StUCLUTrEe the basıs of uroJIh 993) 2:1 84-85 072
the information they had’ (p 143) While ONe
cannot dismiss completely these explanations ((0d, Language, and Scripture: KReading
regarding the wiıfe/sister and agar per1copes, the Bıble IN the 1g of General

LinguisticsONe sSeNses that at these poınts Garrett 15 guilty
of makıng the evıdence fit the eory rather than Maoises Sılva
makıng the eory fit the evıdence. Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation,Thirdly, Garrett 15 much LOO optımiıstic ıIn
believing that he Ca  - TECOVeET wıth reasonable

vol Leicester, Apollos, an Grand
Rapıds: Academie Books (Zondervan) 1990,certaınty the SOUTCES underlyıng the book of 160 z 17.95, ISBN 504Genesis; nowhere 0eSs he acKnowledge adequately

the diffculties of recoverıng the SOUTCES under-
yıng ancıent text, If Are LO learn anythıng SUMMARYfrom the present demise of the Documentary
Hypothesis, ıt. 18 that ack the knowledge to T’he bookR LS study of language ıIn relatıon LO biblical
reconstruct the PFroCeSSs Dy 1C. the present text doectrine. contaıns ıntroduction LO linguitstics
of Genesis took shape. oOse famıliar ıth the an discussion of the development of Hebrew,

Aramaic an ree T’he moOost substantıal part of thecomplexities of the relationship between the
Synoptic spels will appreclate how 1I11ICU. ıt, book deserıibes the biblical languages at the level of
15 determine the PFrüCeSs Dy IC Matthew sounds, words, sentences, paragraphs anı larger
Mark Luke developed. If problems arıse where unıts. wrıtıng L5 clear, VLZOTOUS an earned.
there are ree documents to COMDAaTre, how much
INOTre 11I1CU. must the task be when ONe 1s
dealing wıth single text. RESUME

In the 1r part of hıs study Garrett eals 1LU0UGa DTrODOSE, faıt, UNne introduction - la
iinguitstique generale appliquee la €, (AUEeC desfirstly wiıth the orıgın of Genesis and ıts relation-

sh1ıp chapters BA He concludes that A T prolegomenes theologiques’. Son OUUTaße etudıe auUssLı
Was revealed ırectly Moses who subsequently ’evolution de ”’hebreu, de l’arameen, el du grecC La
sed ıt, the prologue to the book of Genesis partıe princıpale deerit les langues bibliques du point

UU des SO des MO des phrases, des paragraphesIC he produce usıng the SOUTCES utlined
above. ext he explores the idea that the SOUTCES et des unıtes linguistiques superieures. Uet OUUraße
underlying Genesis Were preserved by the evites admirable est eerı1t AUEeC SCLENCE, vigueur el clarte.
‘who Were regarde clerics by the people prıor
LO the exodus’ (p 232) Fınally, Aase!l the

USAMMENFASSUNGobservation that theme of alıenation pervades
the entire text of Genesis’ (p 233) he defends the Dieses Buch untersucht Sprache ın ezug auf bıb-
idea of Mosaic authorship by arguıng that the Iiısche Lehre Es nthält eıne Einführung ın die
most likely setting for the composıtıion of the book Linguistik un bespricht die Entwicklung der
WAas the exodus per10d. hebräischen, aramdıschen und griechischen Sprachen.

Garrett’s conclusions ll appeal strongly LO Der Hauptteil des Buches beschreibt dıe Sprachen
those who believe that the Pentateuchal mater1al der auf der ene UON Lauten, Worten, Sätzen,
84 Ur
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Absätzen und größeren Einheiten. Der Stil des Autors FuroJIh 993) 2:1 85—86
ıst klar, überzeugend Un wissenschaftlich. ıfe of ohn Calvın: Study INn the

Shapıng of Western Culture
The subtitle of this admirable book mig ave Alıster McecGrath
een INOTe precı1se, ıf ImMOoOore cumbrous, if ıt, had Oxford: Basıl Blackwell, 1990, 332
read: ‘An introduction to general linguistics ISBN 631
applied to the €e, ıth theological pTrO-
legomenon’. SUMMARYT'he prolegomenon COVeTrSs biblical perspectives

anguage ın relatıon to creation, SIN, and book discusses ınfluence ofCalvın Geneva,
redemption, focusıng the hinguistic imphlicatiıons an of (7eneva (alvın an hıs eology. has
of the doectrine that humanıty 15 made ıIn specıial ınterest ın Calvın’s influence 0Ur culture.

It LS also concerned LO refute the myth that Calvınimage T'hıs chapter, though copilously illustrated
by biblical references, eals INnOoTre ın principles ‘the dıictator of (Feneval).
than ın specifics; ıt. does not, for example, ralıse
the question ofhat appecar LO modern readers RESUME
alse etymologıes ın the Old Testament MeGrath explore ’influence qu'a eUEC Calvın sSUur

The introduction to linguistics begıns ıth (z7eneve, et ce. qu exercee (jeneve SUur Calvın el Sur
chapter entitled “The Scientific Study of Language theologie. s’interesse AuUsSsSL particulıerementwhich concisely explaıns synchrony, linguistic
structuralism, Saussure’s distinction between l’influence de (Calvın sSUur noftre culture, el refute le

mythe du Calvın ‘dıctateur de (jeneve).
langue and parole, and the prımacy of oral OVerTr

wrıtten language Yor good MeAaSUTre, the reader
USAMMENFASSUNG15 gıven whirlwind tour of the Varıous discıplines

relevant to the study of anguage Dıeses Buch untersucht den Einfluß Calvıns auf
Much of this ll be Ne to Man Yy students of Genf un den Einfluß enfs auf Calvın un seıne

Theologıe. Eın Schwerpunkt ıeg: auf dem Einflußthe biblical anguages They MaYy feel INOTE at
Calvıns auf Nsere Kultur. Eın weıteres nlıegen ıst,ome ın the followıng discussıon of the develop-

ment of Hebrew, Aramaıc, and reek, though den Mythos widerlegen, Calvın sel der ‘“Dıiktator
even here, they ll probably learn somethiıng, UONn Genf LewesSseEN.
an sSee hat they already NOW ın Tes
perspective. Alister McGrath 18 0)e1 of the most prolific andThe MOST substantial part of the book consısts
of two chapters devoted ‘Describing the Biblical most able of contemporary Reformation scholars.

Languages successively al the levels of sounds, Havıng wrıtten extensively, especlally the
doctrine of justificatiıon and Luther, he haswords, sentences, paragraphs and larger unıts
NO turned hıs attention to ‚JJohn alvınWherever approprlate, form an meanıng ATe

discussed separately, an there 15 speclal The of the work 15 ambıtlous. ere Are

treatment of ambigulty 1ve chapters relatıng to the ıfe of Calvın. ese
An pilogue eals wiıith problems of textual nclude discussıon of the influence of Calvın upon

transmıissıon an translatıon, an there 18 Geneva and, interestingly, the influence of the
Genevan envıronment upon Calvın and theappendix ‘the Biblical Language ın Theological

Education)’. The author makes extensıve use of formulatıon of hiıs heology ere are tWwWO chap-
the work of ıda an publicatiıons of the Calvın’s hought, focussıng ‘the medium'’
United Societies; hıs discussıon of dynamıc and ‘the message’, respectively. ere are chap-

ters the spread of Calvyınısm and the relatıonequivalence WOU. perhaps ave benefited from
between Calvyınısm an! western culture.eing ase the -00d News rather than

For whom 1S the book written? It 1S directedNIV
T’he wrıting 15 clear, compressed, and V1gOorous; IMNOTe at the student than the speclalıst, eing

an! notes and bibliography provide ample food LO TOA| OVerVviewWw of the subject. It would be of
interest LO the hıstory student ell thesatısfy the appetiıte 1C the book ll surely

ATrTOUSEe theology student, with the focus Calvin’s lıfe
an hıs influence upon western culture. The

aul Ellingworth author 1S concerned LO present Calvın not Just
theologıan but ONe wh has moulded OUTUniversıity of erdeen, Scotland

culture (pp X1—X11).
One of the author’s 1S to refute SOIMIME

of the myths about Calvın He points out that

FuroJITh ö


