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Absätzen und größeren Einheiten. Der Stil des Autors FuroJIh 993) 2:1 85—86
ıst klar, überzeugend Un wissenschaftlich. ıfe of ohn Calvın: Study INn the

Shapıng of Western Culture
The subtitle of this admirable book mig ave Alıster McecGrath
een INOTe precı1se, ıf ImMOoOore cumbrous, if ıt, had Oxford: Basıl Blackwell, 1990, 332
read: ‘An introduction to general linguistics ISBN 631
applied to the €e, ıth theological pTrO-
legomenon’. SUMMARYT'he prolegomenon COVeTrSs biblical perspectives

anguage ın relatıon to creation, SIN, and book discusses ınfluence ofCalvın Geneva,
redemption, focusıng the hinguistic imphlicatiıons an of (7eneva (alvın an hıs eology. has
of the doectrine that humanıty 15 made ıIn specıial ınterest ın Calvın’s influence 0Ur culture.

It LS also concerned LO refute the myth that Calvınimage T'hıs chapter, though copilously illustrated
by biblical references, eals INnOoTre ın principles ‘the dıictator of (Feneval).
than ın specifics; ıt. does not, for example, ralıse
the question ofhat appecar LO modern readers RESUME
alse etymologıes ın the Old Testament MeGrath explore ’influence qu'a eUEC Calvın sSUur

The introduction to linguistics begıns ıth (z7eneve, et ce. qu exercee (jeneve SUur Calvın el Sur
chapter entitled “The Scientific Study of Language theologie. s’interesse AuUsSsSL particulıerementwhich concisely explaıns synchrony, linguistic
structuralism, Saussure’s distinction between l’influence de (Calvın sSUur noftre culture, el refute le

mythe du Calvın ‘dıctateur de (jeneve).
langue and parole, and the prımacy of oral OVerTr

wrıtten language Yor good MeAaSUTre, the reader
USAMMENFASSUNG15 gıven whirlwind tour of the Varıous discıplines

relevant to the study of anguage Dıeses Buch untersucht den Einfluß Calvıns auf
Much of this ll be Ne to Man Yy students of Genf un den Einfluß enfs auf Calvın un seıne

Theologıe. Eın Schwerpunkt ıeg: auf dem Einflußthe biblical anguages They MaYy feel INOTE at
Calvıns auf Nsere Kultur. Eın weıteres nlıegen ıst,ome ın the followıng discussıon of the develop-

ment of Hebrew, Aramaıc, and reek, though den Mythos widerlegen, Calvın sel der ‘“Dıiktator
even here, they ll probably learn somethiıng, UONn Genf LewesSseEN.
an sSee hat they already NOW ın Tes
perspective. Alister McGrath 18 0)e1 of the most prolific andThe MOST substantial part of the book consısts
of two chapters devoted ‘Describing the Biblical most able of contemporary Reformation scholars.

Languages successively al the levels of sounds, Havıng wrıtten extensively, especlally the
doctrine of justificatiıon and Luther, he haswords, sentences, paragraphs and larger unıts
NO turned hıs attention to ‚JJohn alvınWherever approprlate, form an meanıng ATe

discussed separately, an there 15 speclal The of the work 15 ambıtlous. ere Are

treatment of ambigulty 1ve chapters relatıng to the ıfe of Calvın. ese
An pilogue eals wiıith problems of textual nclude discussıon of the influence of Calvın upon

transmıissıon an translatıon, an there 18 Geneva and, interestingly, the influence of the
Genevan envıronment upon Calvın and theappendix ‘the Biblical Language ın Theological

Education)’. The author makes extensıve use of formulatıon of hiıs heology ere are tWwWO chap-
the work of ıda an publicatiıons of the Calvın’s hought, focussıng ‘the medium'’
United Societies; hıs discussıon of dynamıc and ‘the message’, respectively. ere are chap-

ters the spread of Calvyınısm and the relatıonequivalence WOU. perhaps ave benefited from
between Calvyınısm an! western culture.eing ase the -00d News rather than

For whom 1S the book written? It 1S directedNIV
T’he wrıting 15 clear, compressed, and V1gOorous; IMNOTe at the student than the speclalıst, eing

an! notes and bibliography provide ample food LO TOA| OVerVviewWw of the subject. It would be of
interest LO the hıstory student ell thesatısfy the appetiıte 1C the book ll surely

ATrTOUSEe theology student, with the focus Calvin’s lıfe
an hıs influence upon western culture. The

aul Ellingworth author 1S concerned LO present Calvın not Just
theologıan but ONe wh has moulded OUTUniversıity of erdeen, Scotland

culture (pp X1—X11).
One of the author’s 1S to refute SOIMIME

of the myths about Calvın He points out that
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Calvın Was not the dietator of Geneva. Whiıle ıIn UroJIh 993) 86—87/ o
WaY approvıng the burning of Servetus, he

wonders why this ONe executıon has been sıngled Le Iıvre de Michee
out for attention rather than the countless others Daniel Schibler
of the tıme .r Calvin cannot be excused In this Vaux-sur-Seine: Edifac, 1989, 152
IManner, he INa Y and must be contextualized, ıIn FTFE ISBNM5

era 1C. acking Man Yy of the sensıtivıties of
twentieth-century ıberal thought, regarde the
executijion of heretics routine, (p 110 The
author also attacks the repeated, but unfounded, SUMMARY

T’he aım of thıs commentary LS LO Sieer mıddleassertion that Calvın opposed Copernicus Dy ame
COUTSeEe between the rea. detail of SOMEe modern(p X1V)

The author 1s commendably concerned to refute commentarıes and superficıal, popular treatments In
SOINE of the antı-Calvin egends But there 1sS ICa apparently conflicting vLewpOLNTS Can be

explained ın erms of dıfferent audıences. T’he reıgnalternative Calvin legend that 15 much In eed of Hezekiah LS the background LO Miıcahi's propheticof refutation the pıcture of Calvın who Was
all but faultless and verged infallıbility. The hopes. T’he commentary L5 learned, clear an theo-
author does not himself fall into thıs trap, but it logically well-grounded.
might ave been better if he had devoted INOTe
attention thıs other danger INn the interpretation RESUMEof Calvin

book that 1s general In 18 unlikely Le CEB, Commentaire Evangelique de la @; suıt
to rea much Ne  S groun The point where this UnNne 01€ MOYeENNe entre le detaıl extreme de certaıns

commentaıres modernes eft le traıtement superficielmost clearly happens 15 In the chapter Calvin’s d’ouvrages populaıtres. Schibler etudıe le livre deParis where the author questions the
ceived opınıon that Calvin tudied at the College ıchee, eft resout PDar la reference des audıtorıres
de La Marche dıfferents les aDpParences de divergences ınternes.

voıt ans le regne d’Ezechias l’arriere-plan deHow does this book COMDAaTre ıth ılllılam l’esperance prophetique de ıchee Le commentaıreBouwsma’s John Calvin: Sixteenth-Century
Portrait Oxford, 1C. has aroused such est erudıt, claır, et bıen on theologiquement.
interest? It 18 less excıting an less iıconoclastic
than Bouwsma’s At the SsSame tiıme it, 1S USAMMENF  SSUNGINoOorTre SOl1!| book, wıth SCECUTE theological under-
pınning, ıle Bouwsma 1S weak In this aAarea It

Das Zıel dieses Kommentars ıst, eınen ıttlweg
1s less speculative than Bouwsma’s book anı does finden zwıschen der Ausführlichkeit einıger moderner
not attempt to psychologise Calvin At the same

Kommentare un der Oberflächlichkeit UON populär-
wissenschaftlichen Abhandlungen Scheinbar wıder-tıme, ıt, 1sS much sixteenth-century portraıt’ sprüchliec Aussagen werden durch unterschiedliche15 Bouwsma’s, placıng Calvin’s lıfe, thoughtand influence ıIn firmly sixteenth-century Adressaten rklärt. Die errsC ıskıas ılde: den

context Hintergrund für ıchas messianısche Hoffnungen.Der Kommentar ıst wıissenschaftlıich, klar un theo-On the dust there 1S ommendation ogisch fundiert.from Francis Higman, leading Calvin scholar,who states that it an excellent book, remarkable
ın ıts an interesting LO read’ The interest Thıs 15 the first book In language other than15 sustaıned by Occasıonal flashes of humour, of
1C favourite Was the following: In 15392 Englısh that ave been as to revleW, and it
the Paris theology faculty condemned ser1es of has been pleasure LO sample publication from
doctrines, including the adıcal suggestion that the FWaculty of Kvangelica Theology at Vaux-sur-
&,  NOW that God has that the should be Seine. 1Ca 15 the eleven to appear ın serles

planned to the ole The stated aımın French, en will take OVer the office of
bishops an bishops the office of Women 18 LO follow miıddle COUTSE between the massıve
will preach the gospel, ıle bishops ll goss1p detail of speclalıst omes and the superficiality of
wıth girls  »” The faculty OUnN|! this LOO SsOINe popular publications that short-circuit the

task of establishing the meanıng In order tOadvanced for their understanding of orthodoxy’(p 63) arrıve at applıcation. The commentarıes Adre
ase: the orıgınal languages, but do not
Presuppose knowledge of Hebrew Tree an

Tony Lane make usSe of the princıpal versions of the 1  ©.London Bible College, Kngland especlally those of the ast decade Readers of this

860 EFuroJTh


