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Eschatologie und Hermeneutik
Klaas Runia, Kampen.

RESUME
L/’eschatologtie est des chapıtres les plus ı} s’agıt DAaS PeNCOTre d’un monde parfaıt. Ve
difficıles de la theologıe systematıque. Une des dernier apparait element NOUVEAU

questions ımportantes est la suıvante: comment ans le mMmessage eschatologique du
ınterpretons-nous le langage eschatologique DTO0DOS des fins dernieres. Parfois le eme du
employe dans la Bıble? L’auteur traıte d’abord paradıs est employe, MAaLS DaS ans le sens

Ia prophetie ans FA du langage qw'elle une sımple restauratıon de ’ancıenne
ereatıon.utılise. La prophetie biOlıque n’aborde DaS

seulement ’avenır, MAaLS AuUsSsL le present et le Naturellement, la question de l’interpretation
DasSse. Dans les troLs CaS, le prophete s’adresse du livre de Danıiel est AuUSSL abordee. Ue livre est
principalement Sse5 contemporaıns. nettement apocalyptıque, MAaLSs certaıns

Ensutte ıl faut noter qQUE des ölements elements de la Iitterature apocalyptıque plus
d’eschatologıe apocalyptıique apparaıssent ardıve SY TOUUVLen. DaS
progressıwement ans la tradıtıon prophetique. On rencontre AauUssLı langage apocalyptıque
ela prodult enDoques de erises natıiıonales Aans quelques textes du L’auteur

Isragel. Les croyanits demandent S] Dıeu est e’interesse partıiculier - des ımages
touJours le Seigneur SOWveraın. Les premıers celle de la derniere trompette celle de Ia uee

apocalyptiques proclament QUE Devons-nous voLr des ‘projections’ des
Phistoire s’orıente DVers but final unıversel. “extrapolations’? (Hendrikus Berkhof). 0Ou
Les auteurs apocalyptiques plus recents devons-nous plutöt penser termes de la
ajoutent beaucoup d’autres elements. Le sequence promesse-accomplissement devenant
Message relatıf x ’avenır vISEe cependant Uune nouvelle promesse-accomplıssement
LouJours influencer ”’actıon presente. Le etc?
Mmessage est Jamaıs cense fournır La derniere partıe de ’article est ronsacree
diagramme des evenements futurs (cf. Hal livre de ’Apocalypse. Diverses möethodes
Lindsey, entre autres) Parfois "avenır d’interpretation sont mentionnees (preteriste,
ımmedıiat et "avenır loıntaıin s’entremelent historıcıste, futurıste, DUar "narallelısmes’).
dans le meme oracle. On peut AauUssL signaler le T’auteur preconıse derniere, sıuıvant la
phenomene dıt de la ‘perspectıve restreinte‘. voLE tracee Dr Hendriksen. Le langage de

Le langage utılise est celu: de enpoque du l’Apocalypse ses5s5 partıcularıtes PDPropres,
prophete, COMDTIS le langage pnoetıque raıson de SOn ınsıstance Sr la nature chaotique
figure. Peu DeuU Uune ımagerıe Cosmıque de ”’histoire, Sr Ia totalıte de ’histoire, etc Les
dessıne rapport Vec le “Jour du Seigneur’. ımages sont tres vVLZLOUFEUSES. Jean ulılıse, entre
Le Trito-Esaie parle d’un monde NOUVEAU, MAaLS autres, les techniques de ’acceumulatıon, du

CONTLraste violent, du langage secret.

USAMMENF  SSUNG
Der T’hemenbereich Eschatologie gehört den ınterpretieren wır dıe eschatologische
problematischsten Teilbereichen der Stilsprache ın der Bıbel? Zuerst wırd der
systemaltıschen T’heologte. Eınes der Bereich der alttestamentlichen Prophetie mıt
Hauptprobleme ıst. Wıe lesen un seıner spezifischen Sprachbildung untersucht.
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ıst uch das CUEC Element ın derProphetie beschränkt sıch nıcht nur auf
Aussagen ber dıe Zukunft, sondern behandelt eschatologischen Botschaft des Neuen
uch Gegenwart un Vergangenheıit. In allen Testaments ın Bezug auf dıie Endzeıt.
rel Fällen wendet sıch der Prophet zuallererst Manchmal werden paradıesische Bılder

seıne eıgenen Zeitgenossen. verwendet, doch diese sprechen nıcht einfach
Als nächstes wırd festgehalten, daß UoON eıner Restoration der alten Schöpfung.

ınnerhalb der prophetischen Tradıtion Selbstverständlich wırd uch das uch
allmählich Merkmale apokalyptıischer Danıel behandelt Dieses uch ıst eindeutig
Eschatologıe entstehen. Diıeser Vorgang findet apokalyptischer Natur, ber einıge der
DVOr allem ın Zeıten natıonaler Krisen ın Israel Merkmale späterer Apokalyptik fehlen.

Die Gläubigen sehen sıch mıl der rage uch ın einıgen Teılen des Neuen
konfrontiert, ob ott uch dann och der Testaments begegnet uns apokalyptische
SOWVverane Herr ın Israel ıst Frühe Sprachbildung. Besondere Aufmerksamkeit ın
apokalyptische Aussagen betonen, daß diesem Zusammenhang wırd Metaphern wWıe
Geschichte sıch auf eıne unıversale Endzeit den ‘Jetzten Trompeten), etc. gewıidmet. Handelt
zubewegt, während ;patere Apokalyptiker sıch 1er Projektion’ oder Extrapolation’
weıtere Besonderheiten hınzufügen. Wıichtig ıst (Hendrikus Berkhof)? der sollen wır UON

Jjedoch, dıe jeweılige Botschaft ımmer azu eiınem Schema: Verheißung-—-Erfüllung
dıenen soll, das Verhalten der Rezipienten ın ausgehen, das eıner Verheißung un
der Gegenwart pragen Die apokalyptische Erfüllung, etc voranschreiıtet?
Botschaft ıst nıe als eıne wörtliche Vorhersage Im etzten eıl des Artıkels wırd dıe
zukünftiger geschichtlicher Ereignisse gemeınt Offenbarung des Johannes behandelt Dabe:
(vgl dagegen Hal Lindsey un andere). werden verschiedene Interpretationsmodelle
Manchmal werden ahe un ferne Zukunft Lın vorgestellt (präteristische, historistisch,
derselben Aussage en£ mıteinander verwoben, futuristisch, Parallelismus’). Der Autor
und uch das Phänomen der eingeschränkten schließt sıch dem etzten Ansatz C darın dem
Perspektive’ verdıent Beachtung. Vorbild UoON Hendriksen folgend. Die

Die prophetische Sprache ıst Jeweılls dıe Sprache ın Offenbarung hat iıhre eiıgenen
zeıtgenössische Sprache des Propheten. Diese Besonderheiten, Was UOr allem Lın der Betonung
Aussage gılt uch für den poetischen und des chaotischen Wesens und der Totalıtäat
übertragenen Sprachgebrauch. Langsam geschichtlicher Ereignisse begründet liegt Es
entwickelt sıch eıne kosmische Metaphorik ım wırd eıne sehr kräftige Metaphorik verwendet.
Zusammenhang mıt dem ‘Tag des Herrn.. Unter anderem verwendet Johannes
I'rıto-Jesaja ;prıicht UoOonNn eıner Welt, dıe sprachliche Stilmittel W1e extreme Kontraste,
jedoch och keine vollkommene Welt ıst Diese Anhäufung und Verhüllung.

OIM agOo Howard Marshall wrote language? We shall first examıne the dıif-
artıicle 1n which he called eschatology ference between prophecy an apocalyptic.

© ‘slıppery word’.! The term 1s sed 1n
Man Yy dıfferent WaYys that ıt. has almost Prophecy
become meanıngless. But iıt. 15 not. only the
term that suffers from this slıpperyness; the It 15 not nécessary ere to ınvestigate the
sSame appliıes to ıts ontent hıs 1S largely whole phenomenon of prophecy. It May
due LO the fact that Christians, including suffice to mentıon SOINE aspects that ATe of
theologlans, often read 1D11cCa prımary ımportance for correct under-
about the future without g1Vving proper standıng of the difference between prophecy
attention to the question of hermeneutics. an apocalyptic.
Biblical eschatology has iıts OW.  9 1n SOINE Many people ave VerYy one-sided 1e W
WaYys quıte peculıar, thought patterns and of prophecy. As SOONMN they ear the word
consequently Iso ıts OW. peculıar anguage. prophet they think of SOINEONE wh predicts
But how should read and interpre this the future Now, ıt cannot be denied that the
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TE 13) The people ounded their hope forfuture plays ımportant role 1ın the pr
the future these an simılar prom1ses andlamatıon of the biblical prophets, but ıt 15 by

the determinatiıve aspect of their the cts of redemption (30d had performed
message. Generally speaking, prophet 1S 1n the past In the proclamatıon of the DFrO-
SomMeONe who speaks to hiıs contemporarıes p  ets, however, change es place

oug at times they still speak of thebehalf of (God In domg thıs he ets od’s
light shine the history ofod’s people. All past, eır interest. ın the future LO be
aspects of this hıstory mMaYy be part of hıs greater. Increasingly they egın to look

the past, the present the uture orward LO Ne cts of God The basıc TEASON
for thıs change of perspectiıve 1s5 that 1n elrIt D0OCS without sayıng that his prıimary

interest 185 1ın the present Hıs chief a1ım 185 LO days Israel time an agaın breaks the
call the people of hıs OW. day aAaWAY from covenant and follows other gods The prophets
eır S1INS 1ın order that they MaYy (j0od lose all confidence 1n Israel’s keeping of the
agaın 1ın their worship an their daily hlıfe covenant. More anı INOTE they begıin LO speak

of ]Judgment an 00M (0d hates not onlyBut precisely wıth 1e W to the present
prophets en speak of the pasl L00 It 15 the worshiıp ofer gyods MOS D:Z6% 8:14),
interesting to ote that 1ın the Jewish but Iso the emMmpty riıtualistice worship 1n the
SOMe of so-called historical books Joshua, temple (Amos — 9:1—4) and the soclal

injJustice perpetrated agaınst the DOOTL andJudges, Samuel an Kings) belong to the
prophetic section of the 9 the Nebim! helpless mOS Z 4  9 5:10—12) T'herefore
ese books do nOot present the usual (30d ll puniısh them and, they do not
national hiıstory of small natıon 1n the repent, he ıll send them iınto ex1ıle. We ear
ancıent Near East, but they look qat the past ese warnıngs In all the pre-exilic prophets,

but ıt. 15 of avaıl. The people do not repentIsrael In the 1g of od’s covenant with
Israel, his redeeming actıons an hıs PDUFr- an the exıle o0€es become realıty. During

But this reflection of the past SETVES the exıle the prophets speak of NEW future,
ONe only make the contemporarıes of the restoratıon of the natıon In the DromM-

ised and KFor his OW. name’s sake (1Is ASıET:of the prophet CONSCIOUS of lıving
realıty. T'he real focus 1S not the past but 7zek e 11l redeem his people

the present! an remnant ll return (30d ll
The SAamne apphıes the prophets’ speaking the covenant an ıts prom1ses Jer S81 ost-

of the future Actually, the future plays exilic prophets such Haggaı and
Zecharıah (1—8), an ST1L later Trito-Isaiahmuch greater part 1n prophecy than ıIn the

ora ıIn the so-called historical books an! (56—66) an Zecharıah (9..1 repeat the
In the wısdom hterature 7  at 0€eSs not. InNean Same promises.
that 1n earlıer tımes there WAas interest

Apocalyptic1ın the future From the very egınnıng
Israel’s faith always contained the element
of expectatıon and hope The patrıarchs WerTe Gradually sSCCc Varlous features of ‚D  a-
awaıltıng the day that their descendants [yptiıc eschatology emerge. It 1s clearly SUur-

ould settle 1ın the promised land; later O facıng 1n Trıto-Isaıiah, but elements of thıs
kınd of eschatology are Iso present In othertheir descendants, avıng een enslaved 1n

Kgypt for ve long tıme, escaped wıth only parts of the prophetic books, such Is
ONe hope ın elr hearts arrıve 1ın the land Z zek 38ff. (Gog an agog); the
that had promised the athers; after beginning of the book of ‚Joel WI ıts des-

rıption of plague of locusts); and ıIn thethe entry into and the occupatıon of the land,
they trusted that ould keep them there V1IS10NS of the second part of Zecharıah and

ess them forever; afterwards COMN- of the book of Daniel In SsOINE of ese
firmed . expectation 1n the promıse He eschatology takes cCosmiı1c
gave avıd 4 ralse yVoOur offspring dimenslions and the MeESSaASC oOu the future

1s portrayed 1n COSmıI1C Jlanguage. Apparentlyafter yYou and will establish hıs kingdom
He shall ul house for ame And ere 15 gradual transıtion from prophecy
11l establish his throne forever’ (2 Sam to apocalyptiıc and 1Iso gradual change
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movıing owards unıversal culmination1ın language an! imagery aul Hanson?
an others ave demonstrated that this an! of (G0d the ord of the totalıty of
apocalyptic eschatology 1s not entirely history’.°
Ne  S phenomenon, but rather ınternal ater apocalyptic ınkıng develops
development 1n the prophetic tradıtion an Man y other features Are added, such as
of Israel. At 1rs the apocalyptic message speclal revelations, symboliısm, pessim1sm,
155 not yet pseudonymous; rather, ıt. 1s the shaking of the foundations, determinısm,
anonyMOUS. There 1s not. yet developed dualiısm, pseudonymity, rewrıtten history,
angelology Apart from Danıiel there aAare etc.®© But even this full-grown apocalyptic 18
vatıcınıa post eventum. The mpor. ualısm still ‘heir of prophecy'. We See thıs 1n the
of Lwo ages 1s emergıng, but the spatıal book of Danıiel, which 18 Iso part of the later
dualısm of heaven an earth 1s not. yet development. realize that there 1s much
apparent.* controversy ou the date of wrıting Does

Obviousliy, apocalyptic has ıts orıgın 1ın ıt belong LO the sixth century the general
the sıtuatıon of CY1IS1IS faced by Israel 1n the conservatıve posıtıon) to the second century
centurles er the exile. fter the return LO the erıtical-historical approach)? 1N-
the and of the athers cıty and temple ave clined LO follow Richard auc  am who
een restored. But it 1S by evident suggests ‘the poss1bılity of developing
that the people ave learned their lesson, for Danıiel tradıtion, hıch has ıts roots far

back the exile In Jewish debate wıth anbesides the worshiıp of Yahweh there 15 STl
idolatry (ef. Is B57:511;; 65:3£.: 66:3, 17) an partıcıpatıon 1ın mantıc wisdom, developed
ere 1sS still much soclal injustice (ef. 96;:11; 1ın the Kastern dıaspora an finally produced
DEl 58:3f18.; Apparently the return Danıiel apocalypses Palestinian so1l 1ın the
from the exıle has not een ‘the all- time of Antiochus Epiphanes’.‘ his V1ECW
transforming turnıng-point to salvatıon that Iso explains the ambiguous nature of
the message of Deutero-Isalah might ave apocalyptic. On the ONe hand, there 1
led people LO expect’.* It 18 therefore Ve close relationship to the non-Jewish
wonder that the true belıevers ave great envıronment ıth considerabile borrowing
dıfficulty 1n understanding (10d’s WaYy wiıith from ıt In the form of revealed secrets, SYIN-
his people. Apart from short intervals they bolısm, hıterary forms, etc On the other
remaın subject to fore1ıgn heathen DOWETS. hand, ere 15 clear connection ıth exılic

covenant promi1ses, gıven by ex1ilıc an post-exilic prophecy, 1ın particular
Deutero- an Irıto-Isalahprophets and reiterated by post-exıilic

prophets, remaın largely unfulfilled od’s It 1s striking that the apocalyptic wrıters
saınts sutffer deeply from this sılence of their do not. call themselves prophets. They ATre

They are the chıldren of the Temnant’, CONSCIOUS of the fact that the prophetic volce
but why 0es Yahweh not. redeem them? Or has fallen sılent (ef. Baruch 003 Macec.
18 the WOT. perhaps ending 1ın destruction 4:46) In thiıs siılence they act the ınter-
and will they share 1ın thıs destruection? Is preters of the prophets for their OW. age, an
God really the sovereıgn OTr It 1S these they take the transcendent eschatology of
an! sımiılar questions that aAare answered by the post-exilıc prophets A step further.® In
the apocalyptic wrıters. They Lr y to sShow the New Testament SOINE apocalyptic eatures
that there 1s5 order 1n spıte of the apparen John the Baptıist 1s5 1n Many res-
disorder; that God 1sS Kıing and that his plans peCts apocalyptic figure. According to the
will be fulfilled; that eVeN though thıs wOor. Gospels Jesus at times Iso ses apocalyptic
thiıs history an this earthly ex1istence do not language.? When Paul spe. of the parouslıa
provıde perspective of true salvation, sal- of Christ (1 Thess., Thess an! Cor 15)
vatıon 1sS assured, for at the end of history he agaın ses pocalyptic language.
God will put al things right 1n act of
redemption that transcends history poca- Interpretation
lyptic therefore 1S not 1n disharmony wiıth
prophecy; rather ıt es the prophetic tra- But how should interpre the prophetic
tion OoONe step further by 6,  ıts Vlsıon of history an apocalyptic IMNESSagC about the future of
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Israel an! the world, an about 0d’s future 1n the first century AD? Speaking
actions? As ave sSeen already, the 1N- of the far future prophetic pronouncements
terest 1n the future 1S5 not merely for the sake Are always general and deliberately vague.
of the future itself; the real poın of CONCEeEeTN Only sometimes when prophets deal wiıith
18 the present sıtuatıon of the hearers the ear future o0es eır proclamation
readers. Amos makes thıs quıte clear: become VerYy concrete an specıific (ef. for
Therefore, thus ll do to VOU, Israel; instance, Ahyjah ın ings 11:29-39 and
because 111 do this LO VOU, PrFeDare to meet Elisha ın Kings TB, But even

VOUr God, Israel’ (1 cf. Iso Matt then the details gıven AT usually few The
In OUr interpretation of prophecy an fact that ıt will happen 1s INOTeEe ımportant

apocalyptic always ave to start from the than the WOY ın which ıt 11l happen.
intention of the original author anı from In the Case of prophetic promıiıse
hat he wanted to communicate to hıs announcement of judgment regardıng the
hearers readers. Prophecy, Iso 1n the ear future the oracle en contaıins COIMN-

ditional elements, the fulfilment eingform of prediction, always served ‘°to influence
the present action’.19 dependent the people’s LO God

For this TEASON ıt 185 altogether to As LO the far future the prophet always
read the pronouncements ou: the future estricts himself few general tatements.

kind of blueprint of future history He 15 not fortune-teller diviner, but
history wrıtten beforehand. Such inter- mMmesschger wh: speaks behalf of and
pretatıon 1s nearly always part an parce]l of who relates only hat has shown hım
Q fundamentalıist and hteralıst approach to Therefore hıs mMessage looks INOTe like
Scripture. very clear example 1S found 1ın modern surrealistic paıntiıng than A Rubens

Rembrandt Gainsborough. Wıththe books of Hal Lindsey.** He collects al]
the eschatological of Scripture (of few long an powerful strokes of hıs brush
both and N’T), combines Varlous elements the artıst draws the outline of hıs paınting.
from Varlous and thus trıes make What he WAants to communıiıcate 1S quıte
Q comprehensive an complete pıcture of the clear, long the spectator o0€es not ook
ast phase of world history (which 1n hıs al ıt from LOO close, for 1ın that Case he May
opınıon has already arrıved) Wıth great mı1lss the mMessage altogether. And ıt. 1s this
prec1sıon he identifies the world DOWETI'S of message that matters, not. the details. 'To
today the Soviet Union (which 1n the INeanN- SOTNE extent all this Iso applies to Ca-

yptiC, although ere the pıcture MaYy altime has ceased to exist!), Red Chıina and the
tımes be rather detaıjled In ONMN|! of hıs booksEuropean Eiconomıic Community ten

horns of the beast’—but 1n the meantıme the Russell Sses the illustration of photo-
communıty has een expanded!). He 1N| grap ‘As 1ın photography, Iso 1n the
indications of nuclear explosions and radıo- apocalyptic VIS1ON, when the focus 15
actıve all-out 1n ese centuries-old DTrO- eternıty the immediate foreground lacks
nouncements (fire, smoke an brimstone’). clarıty an! definition. pocalyptic -
The deadly sting of the ocusts stands for the Passecs everything from creation to CONSUMNN-

erve gas sprayed from the a1ls of heli- matiıon, but because ıts focus 1S5 fixed that
consummatıon contemporary event aCcCcopters! Etc

It 1S hardly LO deal at length precision. **
ıth thıs Lype of interpretation. estrict Another speclial eature of Vprophecy 18 that
myself to few comments hıs 1e W sometimes the ear and the far future aAare

fully 1gnores the basıc character of biblical intermingled 1ın the Same message. Apparently
eschatology, namely that the pronouncements the LWwoOo aspects wWerTrTe indistinguishable for

the future Aare primarıily 1rectie al the the prophet himself. T'hıs phenomenon 15
contemporarıes of the prophet apocalyptic en called restricted perspective’. *$ Caird
wriıter. What would be the use of references speaks of ‘hbifocal vis10n’. ‘With e1ır ear
to political martial realıities of OoOu sight they foresaw immınent historical events
twentieth century to the prophet’s CON- which would be brought about by familiar
mporarıes 1ın the eighth eventh CENTUrYy human Causes, for example, aster Wäas ne
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for Babylon because Yahweh Was stırrıng Amos Says “The ord from Zi0on, an
the es agaınst them Isa Wıth utters his volce from Jerusalem; the pastures
their long sıg they sa  < the day of the Lord; of the shepherds 9 an the top of
and ıt W as In the nature of the prophetic Carmel withers’ (4:2: cf. Joel 3:16) Predicting
experiıence that they WeTe able to adjust their the Lord’s coming 1n jJudgment Micah SaYyY>S
focus to 1mpose the ONe ımage the “T’he mountaıins ıll melt under him an the
er and produce synthetic picture.’** 'To valleys wiıll be cleft, lıke Wa  e before the fıre,
use iıllustration: clearly remember that ıke waters poured oOWn steep place’ (1:4;
shortly after arrıval 1n Australia 1n the cf. Hab 3:6) Sometimes they TAawWw their
fifties drove through ONe of the uburbs of piıctures from ancıent times an even use
Melbourne and al SsOMMeEe distance Sa the 'mytho-logical’ ıImages.
utlıne of huge cathedral Was surprised,
because did not expect such cathedral In wake, awake, put trength,

suburb But driving SO0OoN discovered ar  3 of the Lord;
that, there Were LWO different churches. For awake, ın days of old,

the generations of long agtıme they had een 1ın line ıth each other Was ıt. not thou that cut Rahab ıIn pleces,and looked lıke ONe huge church building!
Thus In the Old Testament there 1s not yet that plerce the dragon?
clear distinetion between 1Irs and second Was ıt not thou that dry the SCAa,

the waters of the great deep;Coming of the Messiah. The comıng of the that make the depths of the sSea WaYMessiah 18 sometimes portrayed ıth the for the redeemed to Pass over? (Is 1:9,10)features of both suffering and glory Likewise
in the New Testament SCC that In ‚Jesus’ hiıs 15 beautiful poetry, but the poeticprophetic discourse Ma 24 Mark 13 Luke language o0es not obscure the mMeSSage. It 15
21} the pıcture of the destruction of Jerusalem clear crystal will redeem his people,and that of the parouslıa al tiımes almost fade for hıs divine weakens. Isalah
into ONe another contiıinues: “T’he ransomed of the Lord shall

return, an COmMmMe LO 10 ıth sıngıng.’Language Russell calls the literary form of apocalyptic
ONne ‘of poetry of Vivı1d an! hıghly lmagına-Agaın OUr startıng poın should be that tıve kind’.!>But ıt 15 always of such kind

the author speaks prımarıly LO hıs COIN- that the contemporary hearers readers are
temporarıes and that he o0es it. theır able LO understand the tenor of the MeESSage.contemporary. Therefore he speaks 1n the Kveryone would understan:! that shepherdlanguage of hıs OW tıme, In the thought (Z Sam 522) an orn Dan (:24) STAnN! for
patterns of that time an 1n lmages that ATre kingship, that sınging hılls’ (Is SYM-known to and understandable to people of bolize unspeakable JOYy an that Tallıng stars’
that tıme. The speech of the prophet 1S Dan S:10; Matt 24:29; Rev 85:10) portendfurther coloured by hiıs OW. experlences and threatening events that 1l such
his OW: surroundings. hıs Iso applıes LO upheaval that the WOrT. to perısh.hat he Says about the future He Can CXDTESS We sSee COSmIcC language gradually arıse 1n
his Vvlisıon ınspiration only INn the language connectı.on ıth the 'Day of the Lord’ It 1s5
and ımages of hıs OW day T’he schato- not yet present 1ın the first. OCCUFrFTEeENCE 1n
logical and mess1lanıc kingdom of (Is Amos T’he unıversal charaecter of

1s deseceribed Dy the peacefu this day of jJudgment 1S stressed 1n Is 2:128.;existence of anımals, well-known a{l that but ere t00 COSmIcC language 1s STl absent.
tıme. The future restoratıon of Israel (In
Ezek 1s desecribed ıIn the form of the

In Zephaniah, who has een called ‘the PTFO-
phet of the day of the Or'! SOMMe traces of

temple and of ceremonıles attached LO the COSmIcC language become noticeable (ef. E/H.;worship In the temple. 14{ff; Z 3:8) The post-exilic prophet ‚Joel
Prophecy frequently employs figurative increasıingly Sses COSmıI1c terms. Speaking of

an poetic language. At-times ıt 1s poetry of the comıng Day of the Lord he not only callsthe highest quality In his openıng oracle ıt day of darkness and gloom, day of
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clouds an 1C darkness’ (222); but Iso hlıteralism 1s definıiıtely longer possible
for people of this day an ag We NOW (amentijons portents ın the heavens an the

earth blood an 1re an columns of smoke; fact unknown 1n biblical tımes) that stars
the SUu  ; shall be turned to darkness, an the cannot fall upon the earth But this 0es not.
INOON to blood, before the grea an terrible really matter, for the CcCosmiı1c language WAas

not designed gıve graphic representatıionDay of the ord (2:30, 3l)
of future events of NeEe world ın the farWhen prophets and apocalyptic wrıters

well) deal ıth the consummatıon of his- future, but Was meant Stress the OE
LOTY the images increasingly acquiıre COSmMI1C natural an super-historical nature of the
dimens1ıons. Trito-Isaiah even speaks of consummation.!® The last chapters of
NEW ereatıon. 4 create Ne heavens an Revelatiıon clearly intıiımate that the COIMN-

NEW earth; an the former things shall not summatıon wıll transcend history. The Ne

be remembered COMeEe ınto M1N! (Is heaven an Ne earth of i are not.
In the ext chapter the final redemption 1s5 continuatıion of the old heaven and the old

earth, albeıit raıised LO hiıgher level, but theexpressed ıIn similar terms: ‘As the Ne
heavens an! the NeEe earth which 11l first heaven an the first earth ave passed
make shall remaın before mm SaYyYS the Lord, aWAY The Ne order not. only transcends the

shall VOUr descendants an VYOUr amlle present, but the eschatological deliverance
remaın. From Nne INOONMN to Ne INOON, an 1s from the present sinful an ecayıng order

into NC sinless, an eternal order. othirom sabbath to sabbath, all flesh shall COIMNe
LO worship before me 20 cf. ‚Jer S1iN an ea ave disappeared. “There shall
31:34-36) 'The maJorı1ty of the exegetes AIfe INOTe be anything aCccursed’ 1ın the Nne

of the opınıon that, In spıte of the COSmı1cC Jerusalem ‘“God himself 11l be wiıt.
MeN, he ll wıpe aWaY tear fromanguage employed (‘create’, NECW heavens

and DEW earth‘’), ese promıses do not yet eır CVYCS, an death shall be MOoOrTre,
speak of consummatıon that transcends neither shall there be mournıng NOr cryıng
history Although ıt 1S DNDECEW world, compared NOr paın aln y INOTC, for the former things
ıth the past (ef. ıt 1S not yet ave passed away’ 21:3,4) Indeed,

makes all things Nne (21:5)!perfect world, for sS1IN has not yet disappeared
and death has not yet een conquered. We
sSeeEe that ın the descr1iption of the Ne world The language of paradıse
‘'No INOTE shall be 1n it. \ Jerusalem | infant
that lives but few days, old INa who In portrayıng the future the prophets al
0es not fill out his days, for the child shall tımes LO the anguage of paradıse. In
dıe hundred old, an the sınner Is 51:3 an zek 36:35 the eschatological
hundred VCAars old shall be aCccursed’ another realıty 1s5 compared wiıth the garden of the
translation reads: ‘he who faıls LO reach Lord the garden of den In er
hundred be considered accursed’| (65:20) the promised realıty 1S depicted by of

In the New estamen ese COSmIC images magery that 15 reminiscent of paradıse (1Is
return In Jesus’ prophetic discourse In the Revelatıon of ‚.John both the
counted 1n the Synoptic Gospels ear of word an the ımagery of paradıse return

agaın Z ADearthaquakes Ma 2413 of the darkening
of S an INOONMN an of stars fallıng from hıs kind of terminology ın the prophetic
heaven (24:29) etfer speaks of the heavens wriıtings has somet1imes led to the idea that
passıng aWAaY ıith loud no1lse Aan! of ele- the Endzeıt will be restoratıiıon of the
ments eing dissolved ıth 1ıre In rzel In particular 1n Lutheran eschatology

thiıs idea has played ıimportant part Butparticular In the book of Revelatıon COSsmıi1c
language plays great part eg 2—L11; it faıls do Justice to the prophetic anguage
8:5) It 1S quıte possible that the original an magery 'To the prophets paradıse Was

authors took such COSmI1C Jlanguage rather the poın of eparture, not of arrıval. Un-
lıterally—although this always remaıns doubtedly the iıdea of restoratıon contaıns
debatable poın when poetic language 1sS ımportan element of truth In the CONSUINN-
concerned. oOWwever this MaYy be, such matıon (G0od ll MmMOStT certainly Iso restore
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his original creatıon, but al the SAame tıme foreign to that Aare not even able to
he nl bring it to fulfilment that far understand ıt.

the orıgınal startıng poın The 'The book of Daniel 15 unquestionably of
Reformed theologian Herman Bavınck stated apocalyptic nature. Apocalyptic elements
ıth regard to the future of INa “T’he sStatus already appear 1n the first ‘historical’ part,
gloriae will not be Inere restoratıiıon of the where read of the strange dream of king
origınal sStatus natlurae, but reformation Nebucadnezzar an! ıts ınterpretation by the
that transforms all potentıa into actus.}“ W1Se INa  - Daniel (ch The four Vislons 1n
The Same 1S true of all of creatıon. The Nne the second half of the book ATre fully Ca-earth 1sS not InNnere renewal of the exısting lyptic Many of the eatures that subsequently
earth, but ‘*transformation)’ 11 take place. aPPCar to be part an parce]l of apocalypticNature to0 11l be elevated an all ıts literature ATe already present ere At the
potentıa LOO 111 be transformed into AaACLtus SaIne tıme there 1s distinet relationshıip

Prophetic language makes thiıs quıte clear. wıth prophecy, In partiıcular ASs to the
Our present history began 1n garden. The fundamental idea that 15 the Lord of
pıcture of the consummatıon, however, 185 history and that there will be INna-
not tıdied-up, neatly trımmed garden, but tıon of history, brought OU! by himself.

cıty the Nne Jerusalem. There (30d o0es Fundamental 1n this V1IECW 185 the notion ‘that,
not. visıt INa  - occaslıonally (as 1n Eden), but when that consummation 9 there will
he dwells 1n the miıdst of his people Behold, be jJudgment which will make manıfest
the dwelling of G0d 1s wıth men Rev 21:3) who ATre al 0d’s sıde anı who Are al enmityWhen this context the imagery of paradiıse ıth But the book 185 Iso different
15 used, it 15 not. Just repetition of the old from later apocalyptic wrıtings. oOWever
ılmages, but the magery 1sS elevated LO rich the imagery MaYy be, ere 15 yethigher plane Again read about the tLree certaın restraınt. Many details that are
of lıfe, but the riches of the Nne  S magery by COINIMMON to later apocalyptic wrıtings aAare
far SUrDass that of the orıgınal. In the Ne absent There 15 description of the day of
Jerusalem there 1S the r1ıver of the water of jJudgment an of all that precedes ıt. There
lıfe (ef. the four rNvers In Gen 2:10) an the 18 indıcation of hat the NEW kingdom
tree of ıfe 15 either side of thıs rıver. wiıll|/ be iıke There 1S depiction of heaven
Ome take ıt single tree, which has hell Even SsOINE of the features which
diverged into two branches.18 Others take
the word collective an think of whole

characterize late prophetic teaching ou
the consummatıon an 16 are present

TOWS of trees alongside the river!? (ef. Iso agaın 1n later apocalyptic wrıtings are
zek But whatever interpretation m1ssıng ere KErıc Heaton menti]ons the
ONne chooses, ıt 1S quıte evident that this following: the prophets’ COSmMIC lmagery (ef.
picture D0OCS far beyond that of the orıgınal Is — 24:21—23), their greattree of lıfe Gen 2:9) the NEW tree g1ves battle SsSCEeNeS (ef. Zeph 1:415£:;; zek 38, 39;twelve kinds of fruilt, ylelding ıts TU Joel knnn their lurid descriptions of the
month; and the leaves of the tree AT for the fate of the WIC gentiles (ef. Zech 14:12;healing of the nations. zek Is eır highly-

coloured pıctures of the 1na Kıngdom'The ook of Daniel Golden Age of > righteousness an
prosperıty (ef. Is 2:2 11:6—83; 65:17-—23),In wrıtings of the apocalypticists the lmagery even their usual nterest the messlanıc

becomes much INOTe V1v1d an intriıcate than leader of the New Age (ef. Zech 9:9—10;1n the prophetic wrıtings. We read of strange Mic S28 Is LICTLE: Jer 23:5ff.).21 In er
anımals beasts, of myster10us numbers, of words, the apocalyptic elements 1n Daniel

schematic division of hıstory into empires Are comparatıvely moderate. For this TeAason
er phases, of angels blowing their ON has LO be vVerYvY cautious 1n one’s inter-

trumpets, of War 1n heaven: Michael an pretatıon. At an Yy rate, the book should not
his angels iighting agaılnst the dragon and be read time-table for the remainder of
his angels; etic A+t times the imagery 18 history ere 1s eed LO seek profoun
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marrıage SUPPECI of the Lamb, Rev 19:9);meanıng 1n each ON of the symbols 10108 cıty wiıth treets of PUre gold andnumbers employed. Here LOO OM should
constantly remember that the book primarıly gates of pearl Rev 21 etic ach time the
addressed the author’s OW contemporarıes, question arlses: to hat extent should ONe

hıs fellow-believers, whom he wanted LO take ıt literally? As to the treets of gold Aan!
the gates of pearl everyone realiızes thatcomfort an NCOUTage 1n the days of Ö ere 15 need take ese images Lterally;pression an! persecutıon. The maın thrust 1S

quıte evident: God LS the ord of history they speak of the overwhelming glory of the
Although fierce battle 1s ragıng between the New Jerusalem. But hat about the trumpets
kingdoms of this world and the Kingdom of an the clouds? AÄAre they meant literally?

Here t00 OUu. startıng poın should be thatGod, and the saılınts of the Most High ATe

persecuted, the VIS1ONsS Daniel recelves make the author primarıly addresses his OW. COIMN-

it. abundantly clear that ONeE day God will temporarıes an always speaks agaınst the
intervene behalf of his people. When that backdrop of the Old Testament What

meanıng would terms such trumpets anday will be, he 0eSs not NOW The numbers
clouds ave had for people 1ın ‚Jesus’he freely ses ATre not meant to calculate the

exact date of the divine intervention, but they Paul’s ‚John’s day? 'T ose who NEeW
aATre sed LO underline the thought that the their Old Testament rumpelts were ell-
time 18 fixed and short Once agaın meet known instruments, which usually WeTlITe

related to reliıg10us national ceremonıles.wiıth the phenomenon of limited perspective‘.
Images of the contemporary OPPreSsSor ATrTe The 1Irs an perhaps most AaW esome ur-

telescoped ınto the utLure and the OpPressor of the word, however, 15 definitely
4aASSuUumes proportions of hat afterwards 18 guratıve. We read of very loud trumpet
called the antichrist (ef. 8:9—14, 23—20) 1 1:29— blast’', when the Lord descends oun

Sıinal an Israel 15 privileged experıence41) The maın message, however, 18 ONe of
comf{fort for the persecuted saınts. In his first the divıne Presence. Apparently thıs Presence
night visıon Danıiel sSees Behold, with the 15 accompanied by tropical thunderstorm,
clouds of heaven ere Came ONe lıke SON of ıth great flashes of lightning an peals of

hunder, trumpeting an echoing from peakmMan, an! he Camlnle to the Ancient of ays and
Was presented before hım And to him WAas LO peak’.?% ater O Moses has Lwo silver
gıven dominion an glory and kingdom, that trumpets made. By of them the people
all peoples, natıons, and languages should ATre called LO gather al the entrance of the

tent of meeting (Numb 10:3); but 1n days ofSETVE him; hıs dominıon 1s everlastıng
War they ATre also blown alarm (10:515.)dominı1on, which chall not. Pass aAaWaVY, an

his kingdom ONe that shall nNnOot. be destroyed’ The MOST COINIMMNOIN 1S reserved for the
7:13214) T'his 18 the ear of the book “The feastdays. ‘On the day of yOoUur gladness also,
saınts of the Most High shall receıve the an al VYOUFr appointed feasts, an at the

egınnıngs of yYOUr months, you chall blowingdom, and PDOSSCSS the kıngdom for CVEeT,
for ever and ever’ Kor eVver, for eVvVer the rumpets OVeTr VOUTLr burnt offerıngs an
and ever! OVer the sacrıfices of yOoUr offerings;

they shall vVou for remembrance before
The New Testament VOUr (jod the Lord VOoUur (G0d’ (10:10)

Blowing the trumpet apparently has
Speaking about the future, the New esta- multiple DUrDOSC ıt MaYy be call iınto the
ment Iso employs much magery 'h1ıs 18 of God, but Iso call of alarm

to WAarL, ıt INa y speak of salvatıon (on the daynot surprisiıng, for it 15 the only WaY LO speak
of Atonement), but Iso of pending judgmentabout future that 15 unknown. So read

about rumpets the last trumpet, Cor (ef. ‚Joel B: ıt always indicates that SOINE-

15:52; angels that blow the trumpet, Rev ıng ımportant 185 going to happen In the
an 9); oOu clouds The Son of ma  - shall ook of Revelation trumpets AT OoOWNn by

COMME the clouds of heaven, Matt 24:30; angels chs an Undoubtedly,
about great banquet marrıage the rumpets ere ave the function of alert-

feast the parable 1ın Matt the ıng people LO the approaching divıne
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judgment (ef. .Joel 241) When Paul speaks of methodology he appliıes LO the ‚Jewısh and
the as trumpet' he Iso wants to SaYy that Christian expectatıon of the future. He SEeES

something great and NnNe and final 18 go1ng Israel’s eschatology the confession of (J0d’s
LO happen “T’he dead ll be raised imperısh- faiıthfulness ‘projected the SCrEEN of the
able and who are still lıving] shall be future’ (17/0) Likewise he regards the
changed’ (1 Cor The emphasıis 1s proclamation of the future 1n the New
the symbolıc meanıng of the trumpet and Testament the unfolding an INa-
there 15 1TeASON LO think of ıteral tıon ofhat 1S already present ın Christ and
trumpet; INOTe than In the Case of the 1ın the Spirit hıs present realıty ll ONe

angels In Rev and day reach ıts goal, ın the face of S1IN, SOLTTOW
Clouds play part In the proclamatıon of an! ea 19) After his discussion ofUr-

Christ’s return hıs ıimage LOO has LO be rection, second comıng, jJudgment and eternal
SsSeenNn interpreted agaınst the background lıfe he calls them all ‘projections the
of the Old Testament At 1nal 1S5 present SCreenN of the future’ of OUuUr present-day
1n CIOU! (Kx 19:9; 24:16; 34:5; cf. Iso perj1ences wıth (10d ıIn T1S an the Spirıit

The cloud COVeTrSs the tent of meeting 65) In his ogmatıcs Christian Faith,**
an the glory of the Lord the tabernacle following arl Rahner, he ses the term
(40:34) uring a]] elr wanderings 1ın the ‘extrapolation)’ rather than ‘projection’.
esert the cloud of the ord 1s upon the ‘Eschatology Ca only be In the form of
tabernacle by day cf. When extrapolation from experlences of (God which
the temple 1S dedicated by Solomon cloud acquıre 1n OUr world an story
fills the house of the Lord 9 ings 8:11) In fact, Z WAas the WaY ın hıch eschatology
(30d reveals himself LO Ezekiel In great evolved ın both an tiımes. Due to the
cloud wıth brightness round about ıt (Ezek first comıng of Christ the knows of ‘the
1:4) Obviously, 1n the Old Testament the tensjional unıty of present an future/’,
CIOU! 1s phenomenon that accompanıes the whereby the latter 15 derived through extra-
theophany. In the New Testament polation from the former
encounter thıs CIOU: agaın In the narratıves believe there 1S great deal of TU 1n
of the transfiguration anı the ascensiıon thıs idea of extrapolation. Indeed, hat
Mar 0 :7f£. and cts 1:9) Once agaın the already ave 1n YTY1S an 1n the Spirıt 1s5
cloud 1S intımatıon of od’s hidden and promise and adumbration of the fullness
yet real In the world It 18 therefore that 18 ST1 to COmMNe an that ıll be OUT'S 1ın

the CoON ummatıon. aul calls Christ thenot. surprisıng that they Are Iso mentioned
In connection ıth the Second Coming of first fruits’ of those who ave fallen asleep
Christ he ch. return on the clouds’ Berkhof ( Cor 15:20, 23) an concern1ing the gıift of
puts the question: Are they ‘real’ clouds? Hıs the Spirit he SaYyYS that ıt 15 the earnest’, the
OW repIy 1s they ATre the “most real’ clouds down-payment ma Dy (x0d), the guarantee
imagınable, the clouds of the hıstory of of OUTr full possession of salvatıiıon CZ Cor
salvatıon, of Moses an Solomon of the 1LOAB: I Eph 1:14) As matter of fact, thıs
ascens1o0on. Naturally, they Are not ordınary 1S5 the WaYy the entire eals ıth the
clouds; they ATre the clouds of heaven, but future We SEeE ıt clearly ın the double
they do represen eelings that ordiınary phenomenon of promıse an fulfilment 1ın
clouds evoke 1n people.*$ wonder whether the Bible 'The fundamental promises do find
1n thiıs WaY Berkhof 0es not create false elr fulfilment 1n hıstory, but tıme an
contrast. The people of Israel In olden days agaın the fulfilment itself becomes 1E
and the disciples the oun of Olives promiıse of greater things to COINE There
must ave SPCEEeN somethıing that LO them aAaPPeCaATrS LO be basıc pattern 1ın the history
looked lıke CIOU! On the er hand, of salvatıon. It Ca  ; be represented 1ın the
Berkhof 1sS undoubtedly rıg when he sSEEeS following INannNer y  87 { E 7 1S the

surplus value 1n ese clouds, the surplus promise g1ven LO Abraham 1S the first
value of the history of galvation and of the fulfilment 1n the exodus an the eNTrYy iınto
divine Presence. Canaan, fulfilment that becomes promise

Berkhof’s interpretation 15 elated LO the for further and eater fulfilment (ef. Heb
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the term ‘apocalyptic’ derives from the ame185 the Ne fulfilment 1ın the return from
of the book The first reads: “T’hethe exıle, but the prophets tell the people of

eır tiıme that thıs LOO 1S only beginnıng “apokalypsıs” of Jesus Christ, which
and that ere 15 great deal INOTe LO COIMMNE gaVvVe hım LO ShOow to his servants hat must

15 the fulfilment 1n the comıing of ‚Jesus SOONMN take place However, the book 1s not
Chrıst the redemption from SIN becomes simply identical with the Jewısh apocalyptic
realıty But even NO there 1s5 still mImMore LO wrıtings of the last centurlıes before T1S
COMe The final redemption 15 still outstand- T'here aAare SOIMME tal differences. Guthrie

mentijons the following poımınts: the book 15ıng ıt ll take place at the second coming
not pseudonymous; the focus 1s not pastof the ord hen the promised land wiıll

indeed become inalienable possession (ef. hıstory but the present and the future;
Heb 4 9, 11) the author 15 INOTE 1n alıgnment ıth the

Yet thıs development from promıse LO fül- prophets 1ın the denuncılatıon of evil and 1ın
the moral exhortatıions LO noble lıyıng; hıisfilment, from ne promiıse to greater

fulfılment, etc., 1S5 not. gradually mountıng spiritual STasSp 1s5 quıte dıifferent from the
Iıne. Kven 1ın the history of salvation, which pedestrian an en gloomy approach of the
takes place withın the ontext of world apocalypticists.“® T'he maın difference, of
hıstory, wholly unforseen, entirely NEeW COUTSC, 1S that Revelatıon 1s5 T1st1an text

edemption 1S longer matter of thethings happen, (od had already sa1d
through Isalah ‘From thıs time forth 11l future only, for ‚Jesus has already procured
make yVOou ear Nne things, hidden thıngs salvatiıon for his people by hıs death the
which yYoOu ave not. known’ (48:6; c£. Iso an! by his resurrection. Central LO the

teaching of the book 1S that the Lamb which42:9; The comıing of Son LO the
world 1S such Ne creatiıve act of (G0od And ‚John SCEES standıng, though ıt had een

1s Christ’s resurrection an the comıng of slaıin, takes the croll, ontamıng the rther
the Holy pirı Berkhof 1sS ell of development of history, from the hand of
thıs In hıs dogmatıcs he points out that hım wh Was seated the throne

The future of history an the hıstory of theextrapolatiıon 15 not the only term LO be sed
future AT 1n the hands of the Lamb!ıIn eschatology. The idea of ‘discontinulty’

has LO be added LO ıt. ere 1sS not simple Another remarkable eature 15 that the
straight lıne of development from the 1Irs author not only ses the term ‘apocalypse’

but Iso speaks of his book ‘Tthe words ofcoming of Christ to hıs second comıng an
the subsequent consummatıon of world and the prophecy’ 1:3) Evidently he numbers
history, but there 111 be ‘leap (524/5).%> himself ıth the prophets of the apostolic
ese LWwO elements (continuıty and leap) church. ‘He claıms hıs message| LO be
AI clearly expressed 1n the ımage of the authoritatıve revelatıon gıven through the

medium of visiıon’ an undoubtedly he inter-return of T1S hıs ımage denotes that
OIl day T1S wiıll be revealed 1ın OUr prets the VIS10NSsS he recelves ‘by the a1d of
periential world ıts secret and foundation’, the symbolism hich had become established
but ıt Iso indicates that thiıs ‘revelatiıon 11l 1n apocalyptic hlterature an which Was part

of the furnıture of the mind.’?2“ But thenot. happen the unfolding of immanent
forces, but Ne  S encounter-event ın hich message itself 1S determined Dy the Gospel
umanıty 11 meet ıts WaY ıts libera- of ‚Jesus Christ The Lamb 1s Iso ‘the Lion
tOrs the Son and 1ın hım the Father’ of the ıbe of Judah, the oot of Davıd, who
What ll experience then ll SUrPass has conquered’ (D{0); and the four lıving

creatures an the twenty-four angels sıngall works 1n the past an present T'he
last two chapters of Revelatıon make thıs Ne SonNn$g Worthy art thou to take the secroll
abundantly clear. an to ODCN ıts seals, for thou wast slain and

Dy thy blood didst TaNnsom INe  — for (G0d from
The ook of Revelation CVerLIY trıbe and tongue and people and natıon,

an hast made them kingdom and prıests
hıs book has Man y features that AIfe char- to OUT God, and they shall reıgn earth'’
acterıstic of apocalyptic lıterature In fact, 6:9,10)
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Beasley-Murray makes an interesting Tyconıus (fourth entury), ugustine (in
observatıon In reference to the words ‘made Ve moderate Way), the Reformers (n Q far
known)’ 1ın 1°:1 The Greek erb 18 ‘sema1no’, they ever dealt wıth this book; this kind of
which 1ın classıcal Greek W as already sed iınterpretatıion enabled them to refer to the
for prophesyıng the future, 1n the of DaDaCcY of eır days the antichrist), Bengel

century), and othersg1VINg ‘vague’ indications of comıng events.
Beasley-Murray believes that the author (3) The third interpretatıion regards the
wıshes make clear that he 0€es not provide book (at least from chapter nward)
photographs ofheaven, NOTLr do his descriptions symbolical description of the final phase of
of comiıing events constitute history wrıtten history. Revelation deseribes the great battle
1n advance. He ses sıgn language pOTrtray between (G0od and the evıl pPOWEeTrS 1n the end
the invisible reahties of the present and the time. It be chaotic tıme, tiıme of
future of INa and his history.’2$ Naturally, triıbulation. (10d’s judgments will be poured
this ‘Sıgn language’ Iso implies that the Out upon the eart. an! God’s OW. people

will be persecuted. But ın the end willbook 1s hard LO interpret. 'hıs 1s most likely
the Tre4ason why John Calvın wrote COI- defeat all the DPOWECIS of eviıl and establish his
mentarıes al the book of the Bıble, wıth eternal kingdom. INOTE moderate futuristic
the exception of Revelation! V1IEW 1s propounded by quıte number of

Historically there are Tee maın inter- evangelıcal exegetes of OUr day Ladd
that ‘the etters aAare addressedpretations. In Englısh usually speak of

(1) the preterıst, (2) the historicıst, an historical churches that are representa-
(3) the futurıst interpretatıon. German tıve of the entire church The seals represent
theologlans usually speak of (1) zeıtges- the forces In history, however long ıt lasts, by
chichtlich, (2) hırchen-oder weltgeschichtlich, 1C works out His redemptive and
an (3) endgeschichtlich. judıiclal PUrpDosSeSs Jeadıng the end The

(1) The presupposıtıon of the 1Irs inter- events beginning wıth ch lie 1ın the future
pretation 1S that John addresses hıs contem- and will attend the final disposition of the

divine will for human history. ”®porarıes and 1MI1ts himself LO hıs OW. tıme. He
observes that ın the Roman empıre of hıs remarkabl combination of ınterpreta-
OW: day and age the evil forces aAre preparıng tıons (2) and (3) 1Ss oOun In dıispensational
themselves LO persecute and destroy the theology. Here the letters the churches
church. In fact, they Are doing ıt already, for AIle read representing erTas 1ın church
John himself has een deported LO Patmos 1story, from the apostolic age LO the return
on account of the word of God an the of Christ.®9 Hal Lindsey calls the chapters ıIn
stimony of Jesus’ 1:9) According LO this 1C he deals ıth the etters
first interpretatıion ere 1s predictiıve of uUrc. hıstory. ext he devotes

chapter to the rapture (on the basıs of 4:1)prophecy 1n the book It 1s mean both
protest agaınst the attempt of the forces of Rev and deal wıth the raptured church,
evil to destroy the church an! 4ASs which 1S already 1ın heaven. Consequently
couragement for the persecuted congregations. chapters 6—19 do not deal wiıth the church
ome present-day commentarıes regard the earth, but deseribe the YCar per10 of
book pamphlet of the TYıstlan resistance the great triıbulation and the fate of Israel al
movement, without denyıng, however, that the an! of the antıichrist, Rev speaks
ere aAare Iso references to the far future. of the miıillennıum that eg1ins when Christ

(2) In the second interpretatıon the book 18 returns, accompanıied by his saınts.
read contınuous SLOTY of WOTr history and Personally, find one of these ınterpreta-
In particular of church history, from the a - tiıons really satısfyıng. Each has SOMME strong
censi1on of Christ to the day of his second poılınts, but In each Case the weak poınts
comıng. In symbolical anguage SOINE of the outstrıp the stronger oNnes (1) takes the his-
most. ımportant events 1n the hıstory of church orıcal sıtuation of John’s congregations
and world are mentioned In advance. Thiıs serlously, but 1gnores the predictive element.
interpretation OUnN! throughout the history (2) takes the future aspect seri10usly, but
of theology. We mentıon few overdoes iıt. when ıt. 1s t00 confident that ıt
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pınpoint concrete future facts Interpreters “Parallelism
belonging LO this school of thought
really agree to the precıse episodes indi- feel rather attracted Dy the hermeneutical
cated by John Nor do they explain why this approach of endrıksen, wh regards
SUrVeY of future history 1sS restricted LO Revelation consisting of sections,
estern Europe. Moreover, hat would be each extending from the beginning LO the
the use of such to the people of end of the E dispensation.*“ The theme of
John’’s OWN day, for whom the prophecy WAas the book 1S5 ‘the victory of Christ an Hıs
meant primarily? In (3) encounter sıiımiılar Church OVver the dragon Satan) and his
problems. It TeINoVes the book from its his- helpers’ (8) Hendriksen distinguishes the
torical setting, but offers AaNnsSWer the following sections: Christ 1n the
question why this kind of book, dealing wiıth miıidst of the golden lampstands
the end of history, ould be of vital ımport- (chapters 123) The book ıth the SEVEeN
Aance the apostolic church. The Same 1Iso seals 427) 3) The trumpets of jJudg-
applies to the dispensationalist V1IECW ment The an the Man-—

prefer different approach. believe persecuted by the dragon an his
should take OUr startıng poın In the theme helpers (12—-14) The bowls of wrath
of the book, which 1S clearly stated 1ın the (15, 16) The fall of the great harlot an of
visıon ın chapter The outcome of history 18 the beast (17=19) The judgment upDon the
ın the an! of ‚Jesus rist, whom John sees dragon, followed Dy the Ne heaven an
standing before the throne Lamb, as earth (20<22) He g0OCS to StLAate that the
though it had een slaın’, and who recelves sections MaYy be grouped into Lwo
the scroll sealed wiıith seals from the ma)Jor 1vls1ons: chapters ar the first three
hand of (God In the Vislons that are gıven sections) an chapters ı FD the last, four
John Jesus shows hiım that great conflict 1s sections). oth ma)Jor sections reveal DFrO-
dominating history. T'he first manıfestations grTess depth intensıty of spirıtual confhet.
of this confliet. aAare already visıble In ‚John’s In the 1Irs ma)Jor dıvisıon SEeE the church
OW day, but ıt 1s small beginning only The persecuted, but Iso avenged, protected an
V1S10NsSs enable hım LO trace this confliect victor10us. 'T’he second maJ]or divisıon shows
between od’s ingdom and the ingdom of the spiritual background of this struggle: ıt
evil through all of hıstory. 18 confhet between the Christ an the

In iıtself this V1IECW of history eing ONeE agon (Satan), but hrist (and his church)
great struggle between an the forces of 1S victor10us 23)

of the n sections eals ıth theevıl Was not. Uun1que; ıt Was shared Dy ‚Jewıish
apocalyptic. But there 1s decisıve difference entıre hıstory after the first comıng of T1S
between eW1S and Johannıne apocalyptic: it. an ends ıth SOTINE aspect of the INa-

1s John’’s Christology. Hıs book SLAa with tıon. But it 1s INerTre repetition. ach section
the Vls1on of ONe like SON of Man, standıng 00 al the history post Christum natium

from ıts OW. peculiar perspective. There 18In the midst of the lampstands the CONgSTESA-
tions) and sayıng ‘] the first and the last, Iso degree of Progress. “The closer
and the lıving ONe; died, and behold approach the en! of the book the INOTeEe OUTr

alıve for9 and ave the keys of attention 15 directed to the ına judgment
Death and Hades’ 1:17<19) And the book an that 1C hes beyond ıt The

sectjions AT arranged, ıt were, 1ınends with the wondertful picture of the Ne  S

Jerusalem, where nothing accursed wiıll be ascending, climacetic order. The book reveals
an y MOTre, for ‘the throne of God and of the gradual 1n eschatologıica
Lamb will be 1n 1t, and his servants shall emphasıs’ 35) This does not Mean, however,
worship hiım God and the Lamb Afe seen that should read the book ıf ıt. WerTe

dealing ıth the future only The book 18 fullunity|] We fiınd this very sSAame

christology throughout the entire book“land of references to contemporaneous events an
ıt 18 determinative for the book’s V1IECW of cırcumstances 44) In fact, the future 18
history and the final outcome of hıstory ımportant because it illuminates the present,

Just much the present contaıns the key
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LO nterpre the symbols that speak of the of dividing the totalıty into phases. ‘A third
future. of the earth Was burned 9 third of

the sSea became blood 9 third of the
The language of Revelation waters became wormwood thiırd of

the SW W as struck . etc (Sifa12) In the
The language 18 ommensurate ıth the chapters 17—19 the destruction of Babylon 1S
nature of the book "T’he book of Revelatıon pictured 1n sıiımılar repetitious eın And
1S serl1es of pıctures. The pıctures INOVeEe yet ıt 15 not. INeTe repetition. ach tiıme
They ATre full of actıon. Everything 1S CONMN- Ne facet 1sS added In addition, the almost
stantly astır. One piıcture makes place for bafflıng repetition for final
another; and then another, an another‘’ an definıite judgment—The Samne

34{) In hıstory continuous battle 18 going effect 1S 1Iso produced by the ploy of
between G0od and the DOWEeTNS of evil The repeatedly delayıng the final phase of

whole world 1sS involved. Even MOoOoOre, both event. When the seventh seal] 15 opened by
heaven and earth are involved. Due LO this the Lamb, ONe eXpects the en! Is not
immense struggle hiıstory has chaotıc char- the number of fullness? But—nothing
acter. hıs 1s true not only of the ıfe of the happens ere 15 only ‘suspense’‘. T 'here
individual human being, 1n the Greek W as silence ın heaven for ou half OoOur
drama (Oedipus, ntigone, Orpheus), but 8:1) Next, the rumpets are oWwn
Iso of humanıty whole, Ves, of all Agaın ONe expects the end LO be ear The
realıity. 'The word ‘°all’ 1sS typically Ca- angel himself SaySs, that there ll be
Iyptic word. People AIte ransomed from EUET'Y INOTeEe delay And indeed, er the

angel has blown the eventh trumpet theT1 an ongue an people an natıon 6:9)
'The 144 .000 sealed are from EUeErY trıbe of en LO ave COINE Voices 1ın heaven
the SONMS of Israel 7:4) The great multitude Sa y that the kingdom of the world has become
N from EUET Y natıon, from all trıbes an the kingdom of OUuUr Lord an of his T1S
peoples anı tongues 7:9) wiıll wıpe (11:15) an the twenty-four elders worship
aWaY tear 21:4) All wh: dwell But suddenly chapter nNne  S pıcture

earth will worshiıp the eas All, appears the an the male child,
both omal|l anı great, both rich an POOTr, persecuted by the dragon an hıs helpers
both free anı slave, AT marked the rıg The SAINE peri10d of history 1sS looked at
hand the forehead (13:16) Behold, make agaın, but 110 from the perspective of the
all things Nne persecutıion of the church by satan an of the

But the haotic nature of history 1s only spirıtual battle 1n the heavenly places which
ONe sıde of the apocalyptıc comın. The er hes behind ıt, 'Thıs constant changıng of the
sıde 1S that God ıll CONQUET a ]] evil. The perspective history, while each time the
beast anı the false prophet (19:20), an! the SAaINe per10d 1S covered, confirms 1ın OUr

dragon ell (20:10), ATre thrown “into the opınıon that the hermeneutics of ‘parallelısm’
lake of 1re an brimstone’. The final pıcture 1Ss the key that MaYy OPpCNH the OOT of
1s that of the New Jerusalem. Revelation.

hıs haotic reality of hıstory and the PCI-
spective of (10d’s victory ATre expressed by Imagery
certaın lIinguistic The phenomenon
of parallel sections, each wıth ıts OWINl peculıar It stands LO TeEeAaSoN that thıs chaotic realıty

of world history between the comıngs ofperspective, reinforces the emphasıs the
chaotic nature of hıstory So much 1S going Y1S 1s best expressed ın lmages. The DOWCI

that ıt bewilders the reader. 'hıs 18 iınten- of ımages OVer cConcepts 1s that the former
siıfiıed by the fact that each sectiıon deals wıth usually ATre multi-faceted an polysemic.
the totalıty of history But how o0es ONe Concepts aAre clean, expressing idea ıIn
CXPDTCSS the idea of totalıty? How, for instance, Very clear IManner, but Iso delimitating ıts
o0€es 0)01 CXDTeESS the iıdea that od’s jJudg- meanıng. Images often CONVEY INOTe than
ment of the WOT. 1S of all-embracing Just ONeE precıse meanıng, because they
nature? Here the author SsSes the stratagem all of overtones and connotations. Quite
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often there 15 surplus of meanıng, going stantly astır. One pıcture makes place for
another; and then another, an another’. Webeyond the SLF1C meanıng of the image.

All this 15 certainly true of the ımages must ODCN ourselves, OUr emotions and OUr

sed ın Revelation. For thiıs ve TeasSonMNnN minds, to the dynamıcs that ATre inherent ın
should be caut]1ous an not ‘*trans-late’ the the pıctures themselves and that ATre inten-
ımages 1K070) quickly an LOO rashly into COIMN- sifiıed by WaY they constantly change.

This constant changıng of the pıctures 1scepts KFor instance, by sayıng that the word
‘bride’ stands for the Christian congregatıion another indication that Revelation should
an by replacıng 1lt, SOoN encounter not be read report-in-advance of events
it. by the word ‘congregation’ °church’‘. Or that cCan be pinpointed by usS, either because

they ave already taken place becauseby replacıng the ımage of ‘the great red
dragon’ by the word ‘satan’, the ıimage of they ATe takıng place 1ın OUr OW time.
the beast’ by the antıichrist. OWever true apgreec ıth Hendriksen’s conclusion ‘Tthat the
such interpretations MaYy be, they take aWaY seals, rumpets, bowls, an similar pıctures,
the force inherent 1n the ılmagery itself. We refer not LO specific events details of
must always begin by readıng the imagery history, but to principles that Are operatıng
1n ıts totalıty an allow ıt LO make ıts OW. throughout the history of the world, especlally
impressi1on Take, for instance, the throughout the ne dispensatıon' 41)
rich magery of Rev N-— SUN-— would, however, prefer LO speak of ‘motifs’

rather than of ‘principles’. ‘Motif” 1s termINO00O0N-—SEeVenNn stars—with child—pangs of
birth— a dragon—heads—horns—diadems sed for theme that 1S being developed In
—_ tail—stars—heaven-—earth—male child dramatic, musıical lterary composıition.
— rod of iron—throne of (j0d—wilderness John’s book of Revelation 1s such ıterary
All ese evoke pıcture of something composition, an the history ıt depicts MaYy
extraordinary and they Aarouse OU.: emotions, be called dramatıc composıtion. In vVe.
EeVEeN before Lry to ınterpre them COIMN- colourful WaYy ‚JJohn’s VIS1ONS lay are the
ceptually. T’hıs stirrıng of OUr emotions 1sS central motifs of world history between the
enhanced when notice the force of the ascension and the parousıla. They s1gnıfy not
verbs sed In this Same chapter: cryıng out only human and satanıc conduct, but also
—5sweepıng down—casting—the dragon 0d’s moral government. eing ‘motifs’ they
standiıng before the oman-—the refer LO things that happen agaın and agaın
bringing forth male child—the child eing and agaın’ 42) T'‘hıs 1s Iso the TEeASON why

Revelation 1s always to date ese moti{fscaught up—the fleeing. Before
EeVeEenN understand hat ıt 18 al about, AT WerTIe not only ın evildence 1n the John’s OW

gripped by the lmagerYy. We feel that SOMNE- centurYy, but Iso 1n the osixteenth. They Are

thing of the greatest ıimportance 1s appenıng still present 1ın OUr OWTIN day, and ıt. l not.
ere an that mMmomentous message 1s being be different tomorrow'!
communicated to Only NOW Ca  - begin The anguage employed 1n the book
LO ‘trans-late’ the lmages ınto conceptual 1s subservient LO thıs dynamıc mMeESSagC.
meanıngs, but NO  S the overtones an NNO- Cromphout mentijons TEee elements.®?3 In
atıons stay ıth an they prevent the first place, the author makes much use of

the techn1ıque of accumulatıion. One V1ls1onfrom readıng the message apparently
simple statement of fact ere 1S5 kind of chases another, ONe calamıty DUrSues another
struggle going between the church and In addıtion, wiıithin the Varlous Vlslons certaın
the satan. Allowing the imagery to sink ın, elements Are repeated: hymns 1ın SCENES of

Are overwhelmed Dy ıts turbulent motion adoration, warnıngs and exhortations ıIn
and realize that it. 1s not Just an Yy kind of of jJudgment. It 1s interesting to ote that the
struggle, but lıfe-and-death struggle, most frequent word 1s the conjJunction ‘and/.
which ourselves Are involved. The ımages By this simple word the Varlous elements
ın Rev Are not set of slıdes, but they within visıon ATre strung together. In fact,
are really ‘movIle’, moving pıcture 'To the VIS10NS themselves Are likewise strung
quote Hendriksen agaıln: “The pıctures INOVEe together. Usually the visıon itself eg1ns ıth
They aAare full of actıon. Everything 1S CON- ‘and/. odern translations en render the
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Greek ‘hart by en’, thereby creating the tatıon We tarted ıth reference LO
idea of chronological order. But 1ın the Marshall’s article 1n which he called escha-
Greek text the V1ISiOoNs themselves Are Just ology ‘slippery wWOord’. There 15 even IMore
linked by this simple ‘and/’, and they TEeASON to call hermeneutics, ıt has devel-
almost ınto ONe another. oped ıIn OUr centurYy, ‘slıppery word”’. When

Secondly, the language of Revelation 1S bring the Lwo ogether, the road becomes
language of STAar. CONLTAasSisS, ea and hıfe; slıppery that it. 1sS almost impassable. In

an blessing; defeat and Conquest. Two thıs article ave triıed to gıve few hints that
cities Are set OVer agaınst each other Babylon/ MaYy help to alk this road without
Rome and Jerusalem. Likewise there are LWO Man y accıdents for OUr faıth and theology.
nds of adoration: of and the Lamb,
the ONe hand, of the dragon and the east,

the other Likewise two female figures: arsha. ‘Dlıppery OT! schatology’,
the and the great harlot Throughout ın Expository Times, 89 1977—3), 264—269
the whole book ere ATre LWwoO levels: below Paul Hanson, The Dawn of Apocalyptic, 1975
and above, earth and heaven, and a]] events and Apocalypticısm’ Interpreter's ıctionary of

2  €, Supplementary olume, 1976, 28—3.Aare related to both levels. 'T’he 1Irs visıon
takes place earth; the last 1s visıon of ÜE chard Bauckham, “The rse of aDOCa-
heaven and earth hıch ave become ONe 1n lypticısm', Themelios, Vol (1978), 10—23,

especiallythe Ne  S Jerusalem. All that happens between aus Westermann, Isaiah 40—66, 1969, 297these LWO VisS1ons 1s constant mOovıng from T1an Hebblethwaite, The Christian Hope, 1984,‘  above to ‘below, an vLCE This 18
oOu the Treason why angels play such ( eon Morris, Apocalyptic, 1973, 34{ff.
prominent role. They ATIre the ‘mediators’ Art eit:;
between the LWO levels. Tom heaven they auc.  am, art. Cil., Ul

hat 1s going LO happen earth e& P OB C It has been saıld (Käsemann) that the apocalyptic
KEven INOTre, they set. the events into motion, ote of futurity Was entirely absent In esus
explain them and thus make us partıcıpants preaching, but James Dunn rightly observes

that set non-apocalyptic ‚Jesus between iının the secret, invisıble side of history apocalyptic John the Baptist the ONe handThirdly, the anguage of Revelation 18
‘secret‘ language In those days of persecutıon and apocalyptic primıtive Christian COIN-

munıty the other, 1S to straın the ’erıterion ofby the Roman empiıre certaın things cannot dissimilarıty beyond reaking point’ esus and
be mentioned by Name, but only in anguage the Spirıt, 1988, 42)
that reveals and es qat the saImnle time. 10 erkeley Mickelsen, Interpreting Bible,
Rome 1s mentioned nowhere, but 1963, 281 295
insider’ and John’s Christian readers Are 11 Such T’he Great Planet Earth, 1970; atan
such inslders) knows hat Babylon the LS 1Ue an ell Planet Earth, 1972; There'’s
great harlot stands for We longer NOW New Or Coming, 1973
precisely hat John meant when he sald 12 Russell, Apocalyptic: Ancient and odern,
that the number of the beast Was ‘human 1978, 25

13 Mickelsen, cıt. 294{ff.number’, the number 666 (13:18), but MaYy alr T’he anguage anı Imagery ofrest. assured that his readers understood ıt. the €e, 1981, 258 Caird maıntaıns that 1ın
and perhaps they chuckled when they read
ıt

this bıfocal vlisıon the prophets Were able
distinguish between LWO Lypes of Vis1on. In Some

Eschatology 1S essential part of OUTr VIS1ONS this INa Yy be true, but ıt certainly does not
Christian faiıth The letter LO the Hebrews appIy LO all C:, Joel
speaks of faıth ‘the ASSurance of things 15 Russell, CH.,

drio König, Eclipse of Christ ın Eschatology,hoped for, the convıction of things not seen'’
1989, DChristian eschatology trıes to intımate 17hat these things ope for and not ye Bavınck, Gereformeerde Dogmatiek ; 803

Secen MaYy be But ıt. o0es 1n the language 18 Thus easley-Murray ın The New Century
Commentary Revelatıon, 1981, 331of prophecy and apocalyptic, anguage that Thus Hendriksen, More than CONQqUeETOFS,requıres responsible and meticulous interpre- 1962, 206
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20 Porteous, Danıel, 1965, 14{f. 26 Donald Guthrie, New Testament Introduction,
1990 (1970), 9671 Y1C Heaton, Danıel (Torch Paperbacks),

A1964, Beasley-Murray, CH.. 20—21
34/5 28 Op Ci., 51

292 orge Knight, eology narratıon, 29 Ladd, “The Book of Revelation’, In T’he
1976, 132 International Standard Encyclopedia, 1988,

23 Berkhof, Gegronde verwachting 1967, 25 I 174 Ör Ibidem, Commentary0}Revela-
tıon of John, 19792 ( also Carson, DouglasWell-founded Hope Since the English

translation 15 not avaiılable to IM} quote from Moo and eon Morris (An Introduction LO the
the utc. edition. The page numbers are gıven New Testament, 1992, 483), who also opt for
between TACKEets 1ın the text of the article. futuristic VIeW, but do recogniıze that John

24 Berkhof, Christian al 1979 The original pictures the eschatological climax agaınst the
backdrop of events ın his OW dayutc. edition Was published iın 1973 The sıxth,

30revised edition 1S from 1990 ere Aare S1g- B7 Hal Lindsey, There’s New Oor!| Coming,
nificant changes ın the sectıon eschatology 1973
We also find the idea of leap In other parts of 31 Beasley-Murray (0pD. CH.; 24{f.) has shown that
er  OIS dogmatics. Jesus 1S the fruit of DNEW the Christology of Revelation, when compared
and creative act of God The legend of the with that of the other wrıtings, 1sS ‘advanced’.

‘Constantly the attrıbutes of (Giod ATre ascribed tovırgın 17 1S indication that Jesus, the Son
hrist.’by pre-eminence, not out of the empirıical

human wor. but 15 NeW ecreation a man 39 This parallel’ VIEW 1s ably advocated and eiende!
cannot bring forth but only recelve Like- by Hendriksen, More S Conquerors, (first
W1ISe the resurrection of Christ 1S creatiıve act edition 1962 Agaın the page references
from (10d’s side 308) Later Berkhof uses the are gıven eLitween brackets) ın the text of the

artıicle.word ‘leap’ for the resurrection, 1C he ca
33provisional leap At this VE point he also Frans Cromphout, taal Van de Apokalyps’, ın

makes the ınk wıth the future. ‘We live after the De sluzer opgelicht? Apokalyptiek ın oud NLEUW
provisional leap Jesus’ resurrection, but before testamen, 1979, 38ff.
the eNNıLıIVve leap of WOT. that 1s guaranteed
ın i
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