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The Spiriıtuality ofaus Bockmuehl Hiıs Practice and
Teaching on Listening to God

K La spirıtualıite de Kla OCuh  - Son Enseignement
eft Kul pratique de T’ecoute de Dieu
Die Spirıtualitaät Lehre und Leben Klaus ockmüuühls
Arthur Dicken Thomas, Jr., ashington D'  9 USA

RESUME
aus Bockmühl (1931—-1989), defenseur de la Wılhelm Busch Hespetal. L’auteur monftre
theologıe Iutherienne el calviniste, a, dans SN comment Bockmühl DFrIS la defense du modele
dernıer OUUTaßge coute du Dieu quı parle, pıetıste DOUFr ’Eglise aujJourd’hul, comment ıl
(Hören auf den Gott, der redet), avance adopte le prıncıpe du MmOUVLVEMeENT du
’affirmation controversee quand les gens Re6armement Moral quı consıste R alsser
ecoutent, Diıeu parle’‘ La spirıtualıite de condurre Dar Dieu. evoque S5es relations DVec
Bockmühl merıte qu'on so1t tres attentif, Car Karl Barth el Jürgen Moltmann,
ı] e1al P’un des theologiens evangelıques les consecratıon pasteur ’Eglise
plus MANTrQquanis dans le monde germanophone natıonale allemande 1961, et 507l desır

des dernieres decenniıes. enseigne corrıger desequilibre ans ’enseignement
la theologie x la Faculte de St Chrischona pres de Luther eft de Calvın SUur "ecoute de Dieu,

BäleEel Regent College de s’ınspırant d’exemples 10lıiques de
Vancouver Canada Peu Avan. pratıques du Moyen-Age.
d’apprendre quı etaıt atteınt du CaNCer, La seconde partıe presente Son enseignement
Bockmühl fut ınforme de la creatıon, Dar Sur le discernement de la volonte de Dıeu
8ZTr0oupe chretiens evangeliques, une chaire d’apres des prıncıpes biOliques, et montre
specıiale de theologıe subventionnee, comment ıl Pa applıque Aans les eırconstances
’universite de Bäle, dont souhaıtaıt qu'ıl soıt qul ont marque la fin de VLE, de 1961 Q 1989
le premıer tıtulaırre. Vu sante defaıllante, CONLrOverse Bäle suJe
projet Dut realiser. Il DuDOlıe ”’homosexualıte, quı 7 coüute Son habılıtatıon

allemand el anglaıs, Sans compter des
dizaines d’articles el raıtes. Pluszieurs de sSe5

S0US Henrick UQ  _ ÖOyen, crıtıque energıque
du MAarxXxısme, P’Puniversıite de Heidelberg, qul

livres ont ete tradults hollandais, ıtalıen, l’opposition de la communaute
portugaıs, finlandaıs et francaıs. Bıen Ddes etudıants d’Allemagne, MAaLSs 0U

GUE Sses OeUuUvVvres de theologie systematıque l’appul de Ia MILSSLON evangelıque parmı les
d’ethique soiLent MLECULX CONNUES, avUan. de etudıants ul 6vıta TBa  etre destitue de charge
mourır ıl choisıt de publıer ’Ecoute du Dieu d’aumöniter de l’unıversite; DULS sSon mınıstere
quı parle COMMEeEe soOn testament DOUFr ’Eglise. St Chrischona nomınatıon Regent

Le present artıcle presente la these de College Enfin, sSon experıence de la gräce de
Bockmühl. La premıere partıe consıdere troLs Dıeu de derniere maladıe, son
MmOWvementTts qUl, dans Jeunesse experıence de P’Pamour divin, renouvelees Dr la
ont influence pratıque de "ecoute de Dıeu ecture des ecrıts de Julien de Norwich, et Dar
le prıetısme allemand de Francke sSon amılıe Vec ‚James Houston, professeur de
Wılhelm Busch; le Rearmement Moral de theologie spırıtuelle Regent College.
Frank Buchman el Ian Thornhuıll, et la La spirıtualıte de Bockmühl S11LVaLt la voLe
spirıtualıte medievale de St Augustin et de evangelıque et pıetıste de la meditation,
Bernard de Clairvaux. On Lrouve des detaıils ınsıstant SuUur le faıt QUE le le plus SUur
SUur la conversıon de OCRMU 1946 DOUT decouvrır la volonte de Dıeu est de sonder
1947, lors des retraıtes DOUT la Jeunesse de ’Eerıiture. Cependant ıl faısaıt DaS de plus
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mediıtatıon et la priere partır d’un Lexte sacre,QUE la plupart des protestan enseignant
qQUE les Croyanils peuvent percevoır qQUE Dıeu ıl recherchait aussı ’experience QUE d’autres
les appelle faıre s’ıls sonft fideles dans appellent la contemplation, la concentratıon
meditatıon ’Eerıuture et la recherche, dans aımante IA  a’ame entiıere sSUur Dıeu une facon
prıere, de volonte de Dıeu Celle-cı peul leur oule simple. enseignaiıt QUE O0OUS DOUUVONS

aımer Diıeu dırectement et ressentır sondevenır claıre DOUr SaUvOLFr quels peches
9comment serıre des livres preparer Son Journal personnel reve. une grande
des’quel reconfort TOUver dans ntımıte VecC Dıeu ans la lıgne du pLetısme, el

l ’epreuve et quelles täches accomplır dans la plaısır - contempler Diıeu, ınspıre des
famıiılle et dans la socıete Dans ecoute auleurs mystıques du Moyen-Age. Aux YVYeEUX

Bockmühl, celtte approche ’ecoute DıeuJoınte la prıere, Bockmühl avaıt constate
des ıdees perspicaces u venaıent quı impliquait la regularıte dans la pratıque de
derivaıent la seule raıson. pILEete, la purification du peche, Ia dırection

Bockmühl voulaıt QUE VLE pDLete aılle dıvıne dans ’emplo:i du lempSs, Ia consolatıon
delä une sımple mediıtatıon discursıve dans l’epreuve, P’amour DOUFr Dıeu el DOUT le
l’Eeriture vısant appliquer le sens original prochain.
celle-cı DFODTE ULE out preferant

USAMMENFASSUN
Klaus Bockmühl (1931-1989), eın Vertreter Hauptaussagen ın dıiesem uch Der erste 'eıl

untersucht rel ewegungen, dıe seıneIutherischer Unı calvinistischer Theologie,
tellte ın seınem etzten uch Hören auf den Lebensführung ım Hören aufott während
Gott, der redet, dıe umstrıttene Hypothese auf, seıner frühen ‚Jahre pragten der
daß, Wwenn Menschen zuhören, (rott uch redet deutsche Pıetismus Franckes Unı
ockmühls Spirıtualıtät verdient besondere Wilhelm Buschs, das Moral Re-Armament

Frank Buchmans Un Ian Thornhulls un dıeBeachtung, weıl eıiıner der promınentesten
deutschsprachıgen evangelıkalen Theologen muittelalterliche Spirıtualität UonNn Augustın
der etzten ahrzehnte War. Er War Unı Bernhard UonN Claiırvaux. nier anderem
Theologieprofessor Prediger- Unı behandelt dıieser Abschnuıtt seıne Bekehrung
Missıonssemıunar St Chrıischona ın asel ım Jahre 1946 oder 1947 hbeı eıner UoON Buschs
— un Regent College, Vancouver, Jugendfreizeiten ın Hespetal, seın KEıntreten
Kanada Kurz bevor UOnN seıner für eın pietistisches Modell für dıe Kirche der
Krebserkrankung erfuhr, wurde Bockmühl Gegenwart, seıne Aufnahme der Lehre UoOnNn

mitgeteilt, daß eıne Gruppe UoOnN göttlicher Führung nach dem Vorbild der
Evangelıkalen eıne Stiftungsprofessor für Moral Re-Armament Bewegung, seıne
T’heologıe der Uniwversıität asel Beziehung arl arth un Jürgen

Moltmann, seıne Ordınatıon als Pfarrer dereingerichtet hatte Un iıh dafür vorschlagen
wollte. Seıine Erkrankung machte dieses deutschen Landeskirche 1961 un seın
Vorhaben unmöglich. Vierundzwanzıg Werke Streben, dıe einseitigen Lehren UON

Bockmühls sınd ın englisch un deutsch Luther Un (alvın über Hören aufott
erschienen, neben dutzenden kürzeren durch dıe Wiederentdeckung bıiblıischer Un

mittelalterlicher Modelle korrıigıeren.Schriften un Artıkeln. Vıele seıner Bücher
Der zweılte eıl behandelt seınewurden auf holländisch, italienisch,

portugıiesisch, finnisch un französisch Lehraussagen ber das Erkennen des Wıillens
übersetzt. Obwohl besser für seıine Arbeıt ın (10ttes, ausgehend UON biblischen Prinzıpıien,
systematischer T’heologıe un Ethik ekannt dıe ann anhand der Ereignisse ın spateren

Lebensabschnitten ockmühls ausgewertetıst, beschloß der sterbende Bockmühl,
uch Hören auf den Gott, der redet als eıne Art werden (1961—89) Diese Ereignisse
Testament un etzten Wıllen dıe Kırche besprechen unter anderem seıne Disputatıon
schreıben. ber Homosexualıtät Lın Basel, dıe ih seıne

Diıeser Artıkel analysiert Bockmühls Habiılıtation unter Henrick Van Oyen kostete,
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Führung Bezug auf Pflichtenheftige Kritik Marx dıe der
Unıwersıita Heıidelberg eine stürmische Kritik Famıilıenleben un der Gesellschaft Im
DVON Seıten der evangelıischen Kontext des betenden Hörens aufott machte
Studentengemeinde Deutschland Bockmühl dıe Erfahrung, daß Einsichten
hervorrief, daß nur dıe Unterstützung durch Un Einfälle bekam dıe ıhm NLC alleıin durch
dıe evangelısche Studentenmission ih davor den (jebrauch seines Verstandes zugänglıch
bewahrte Stelle als Studentenpfarrer
verlıeren Dazu gehören uch dıe Jahre aufSt Bockmühl wollte geistlichen Leben
Chrischona seıin Ruf ans Regent College, seine durchbrechen das ber das bloße diskursive
Erfahrung göttlicher (inade während seiner Nachdenken ber dıe Schrift un dıe
Krankheıt ebenso WwWLe seiıne Anwendung des ursprünglıchen Textsinns auf
tiefergehende Erfahrung göttlicher Liebe das eıgene Leben hinausging. Obwohl
anhand der Schriften UoON Julıan of Norwich Meditation Un (zebet ber dıe Heıilıge Schrift
un die geistlich eDT! Freundschaft mıl als wichtigsten Schritt ansah, suchte
‚JJames Houston Professor für Spirıtualıtät Bockmühl uch nach Erfahrung, dıe
(spiriıtual theology) Regent College andere Kontemplation oder einfaches

ockmühls Spirıtualität folgte dem liebendes Aufmerken der ganzen Seele auf
evangelıkalen un pietistischen Vorbild der ott nennen Er lehrte daß WLr ott
Meditatıon ber dıe Heilige Schrift als unmıttelbar lieben können un gleichzeitig
verläßlichsten Zugang zZur Erkenntnis des Liebe uch dırekt erfahren können
Wıillens (z0ttes och Bockmühl 221ing Vıele seiner Schriften spiegeln herzliche
Schrıtt weılter als dıe vorherrschende un persönliche Erfahrung der Gegenwart
protestantische Tradıtion ındem etonte (jottes dıe charakeristisch für dıe
daß Gläubige fühlen können Was (jottes pietistische Spirıtualität ıST ebenso WLLE das
Führung für iıhr Leben ıst wenn SLe Lreu un kontemplative Element als rbe der
anhaltend medıtatıv die Schrift studıeren Un spirıtuellen Schriftsteller des Mittelalters Dıie

biblischen Dimensionen Bockmühlsach (jottes Wıllen fragen Dıiıese
Führung (zottes erstreckt sıch auf Bereiche praktischem Hören aufott beinhalten
WLLE dıe Warnung vVor Sünde Eınzelfall dıe Regelmäßigkeit Reinigung UoOnN Schuld
Entscheidung, welche Bücher gelesen un Führung der Lebensplanung, Führung
welche Vorträge vorbereıitet werden sollten persönlichem eıd un Liebe oltt und den

MıtmenschenErmutigung Leıidenszeiten und konkrete

laus Bockmuehl late professor of importance he attachne LO the subject of
of theology at St Chrischona Basel lıstening solitude He wıtnessed Its COIN-

and Regent College Vancouver expressed pletion during the ast week of hıs ıfe
rich devotional lıfe that inspired all of his 1989 although his friend .James Houston

academıic wrıting an teaching His had to edıit the ına chapter
spirıtual JOUTNEY derived from daily practice The book builds upOoN Bockmuehl  S
of attending LO God speaking through Scrip- DIFeEVIOUS work Living by the (10spel hıch

he bemoaned the fact that Protestants aveture anı prayerfu meditation. When he
discovered that he had termınal Cancer, he largely forgotten ou the gift of the Holy
felt directed by to lay asıde book Spirıt an ave become practical atheısts,
which he Was PreDarıng ethics order to for they SCcEeIN LO ave eed for (10d
devote all of hıs reMAalının strength to makıng decisions OoOu: dally 1ıfe 'T0 correct

the imbalance much Protestant an CVEawrıting Listening fO the G(i0d Who Speaks
his ast 111 an testament LO the church gelical spiırıtualıty, Bockmuehl wrote

He desired LO the secret of his Listening LO the (G0d Who Speaks revealıng
IMMUuN10N wıth God for posterı1ty Fiercely the foundation of hiıs OW. DIELY ıfe 4ase!
determined to Complete this work despite uDOoN_N lıstening for (0d LO gulde his steps iınto
the Daılın of illness he established the the knowledge of the divine 111 By reflect-
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who wrote not wiıt, academıiıc aloofness butıng ‘“(God’s guidance from Scripture and
the lıves of od’s people,’ Bockmuehl ONe who practised lıstenıng daily
advanced the highly contested proposıtıon basıs. Bockmuehl made CONSCIOUS effort LO
that ‘when people lısten, (GG0d speaks.”* combiıine insights from the discıplines of

hıs artıicle 1l analyze Bockmuehl’s systematıc, moral, an spirıtual theologıes
thesıs 1ın Liısteniıng the (i0d Who Speaks by 1ın his last work and, yet, wrote ıth
first examınıng three movements that 1N- simplicıty such to INOVE people of varyıng
fluenced his practice of lıstenıng 1ın the early educational backgrounds.
days of hıs h3fe from 1931 LO 1961 ese

nfluential Movements in Bockmuehl’’sincluded ((erman Pıetism, Moral Re-
Armament, an! Medieval Spirıtuality. hen ıfe
it will study the principles he reaped from
Bible study hearıng (God an indicates hıs (erman Pıetism

The earliest influence uDoN Bockmuehl’sapplıcatıon of these during ma)Jor events 1ın
hıs ıfe duriıng the per10d 1961 LO 1989 spiritual Journey W as German Pietism

Bockmuehl’s spirıtualıty deserves careful Throughout hıs academıc 9 Bockmuehl
consideration because he WAas ONe of the preferred to call himself ‘Pietist’ rather
most promıinent evangelıical theolog1ans 1n than ‘'evangelical.’ Of COUTISC, he taught al
the German-speakiıng world He ministered Regent College, stronghold of evangeli-
1n the Landeskirche, unıon of the utheran calısm, an identified wıth the evangelical
an Reformed urches 1ın ((Germany. As renalssance of the twentieth CeENTtUFrY; er-

result, this theolog1an laımed both artın heless the term ‘Pietism’ INOTeEe accurately
Luther and ‚JJohn Calvın theological models defines his roots an the esSsseNCcCE of hıs
for his hfe Packer, called hım brilliant spirıtuality. Bockmuehl valued classıical
analytical thinker, masterful teacher, German Lutheran Pıetism, advocated by
superb colleague, and holy servant of God.’® ıts leading statesmen, Philıpp Spener
Twenty-four of Bockmuehl’s books ave een (1635—1705) an ugus ermann Francke

(1663—-1727) ese wrıters insisted thepublished 1ın Englısh an German besides
dozens of artıicles and pamphlets He 1s better necessıty of examınıng Scriptures ıth
known n the (German an the SwI1sSs spiırıt of devotion both priıvately al OoOme
than orth Amerıicans, but his ollowıng and collectively 1ın small groups One

scholar, eier Erb, considered Piıetism theSTCW the latter when he became
professor of systematıc theology and MmMoOsSst ımportant development 1ın Protestant
COChristian ethics al Regent College, Van- spirituality.‘ Regent colleague, ‚.JJames
COUVET, Canada 1n 1977 Many of hıs titles Packer, noted that Bockmuehl W as Pietist
ave een translated into Dutch, talıan, 1ın the nO 1n 1C. Spener and
Portuguese, Finnish, an French.* Francke, Whitefield and Wesley,; Edwards

aus Bockmuehl’s works WerTe both and Brainerd, WelIe etists that 1sS to SaY, he
prolific an respected; he had 0)81 goal W ASs moved by his personal knowledge of
return LO the will| of 1ın theology anı 1ın Od’s gTaCce an forgıveness LO all kinds of
the Church.’ According Helmut Burkhardt, compassıonate efforts for others benefits.’?
Klaus Bockmuehl’s pleLy developed not only The kınd of Pietism taught by Spener and
from ‘listening LO (i0d the individual Francke found the key to the spiritual life 1ın
application of od’s revealed will,’ but Iso the heart (1.e.—the ll an affections), the

result of ‘the constant retunıng of the place of ontact between an souls. It
Christian lıfe to the standard of od’s stressed persona|l relig10us experıence, Dar-
commandments, above a ]] the Ten ticularly repentance the acknowledgment of
Commandments. ”° Although there ave een one’s OW. sinfulness before an of one’s

00 prayer, meditatıion, and OW. requırement of grace and sanctificatıon
guldance 1n recent few ave een the experıence of persona|l development 1n
wrıtten by theologlıans. Listenıng the (G(G0d holiness). Pietism emphasized Bible study,
Who Speaks adds LO thıs body of literature, the necessity of regeneratıion, the ımportance
SINCE ıt 1S wrıtten by systematıc theologıan of fellowshıp OUuDS, and orthopraxıs (rıght
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lıvıng an holiness). 1eLlsts liıke these arrested eaders of the Confessing Church
wanted pastoral traınıng to correct OVeTl- such Martın Niemoeller, Dietrich
emphasıs upon academıc anı polemical Bonhoeffer, and Wılhelm Busch for eır
theology by Z1V1INg mMore attention to EeEVO- erıtic1ısm of the government anı placed them

1n prison. **tional an moral implications of the faıth
Many Pietists wWerTe Iso involved 1ın the After the WAar, Pastor Busch worked LO
soclal 1SsSues of elr day.? rebuild ((Germany Dy miıinıstering ıts youth

Klaus Erich Bockmuehl-——the SO  — of Erich Here Bockmuehl wıtnessed first hand
Bochmuehl, mechanical engıneer, an hıs vibrant form of Pıetism usScC held large
wiıfe Hanna 0—gTeW ıIn the reg1ıon worshıp Servıices Sunday mornıngs for the
of (germany where etist spirıtualıty W as boys Wıth both spiritual an soc1lal needs 1ın
still 1n evidence. He WAas orn 1ın Essen mind, he not. only held Bıble studies, prayer
May 6, 1931 What he had to true meetings, an weekend retreats, but Iso

provided9 hikes, SUOCCETN matches, andpIleLYy Came from hıs devout grandmother
who lived ın Essen. He dıd not encounter dramatıc readıng of novels. Almost four
(jerman Pıetism from either of his parents; hundred of ese boys eventually became
hıs father did not. belong LO church and hıs pastors OmMe also became theolog1ans lıke
mother rarely attended. Klaus Bockmukehl.

About 1946 1947 Bockmuehl went wıthurıng World War IL, Bockmuehl Was

separated from his parents when hıs school friends to ON of Busch’’s youth retreats al
Was evacuated to Austrıa for safety. He Hespetal. One day Bockmuehl an hıs friend
returned to Essen at the en of the War arl Sundermeier Were enJoyıng a_

tıon under tree Bockmuehl WAas COIMN-INa of fourteen, ıth maturıty
beyond his Shortly after thıs he Was structing wooden from branches of
confirmed 1n the Lutheran Landeskirche. tree An unknown person appeared out of
Much LO hıs regret, hiıs father did not attend the bushes an began LO attack the Person
thıs solemn OCccasıon. Confirmation seemed of Y1S an hat al 1n hım meant

Bockmuehl wondered al the time ıf thısINOTeEe of adolescent rıte de PAassage than
spirıtual awakenıng for aus Bockmuehl could be the devıl himself attack of the

fterwards he Was invıted LO become part devıl through another PersonN., er much
of strong Christian youth movement at the argumentatıon, this unknown DeEISoN SO0OoOoNMN

disappeared. The LwoO STUdenNnts WeTIe shocked.Weigle Haus dıe Jugendarbeıt LM Essener
Weigle-Haus des Christlıiıcher Vereıin Junger elr prevı1ous behefs WelIle challenged. hıs
Männer|]. Pastor Wılhelm Busch, whose nefarıous encounter precipitated er1ıs1ıs 1n
family had Pietist roots 1n Württemberg, Bockmue lıfe Sundermeiler W as already
had begun thıs outreach LO youth behalf behever, but Bockmuehl W as not Since
of the Landeskırche. Busch W as true SUC- SOINEC ONM had COME to destroy hıs al
CEeSSor to the visıon of Spener and Francke. Bockmuehl felt that ıt. Was tiıme to commıt
Hıs lıfe WAas influenced Dy the examples of hıs hıfe LO OChrist ere under the Lree wıth
other Pietists such Gottfried Daniel the wooden In hıs hand, Bockmuehl
Krummakcher, Alfred Chrıistlheb, Friedrich responded to Christ’s call LO become ON of
VO  - Bodelschwingh, and ıls Hauge.*” ou hıs followers. He considered this hıs moment
e1g. hundred boys Came LO his meetings 1n of evangelical conversıon an consequently
Essen when Bockmuehl Was first influenced valued the he had made visıble
by his dynamic preaching and teaching. remıinder of his OUur of STaCce hıs

Busch had een part of the Confessing hung 1ın his study wherever he moved. It 1s
Church during the regıme of Adolf Hıtler. ST1 prized by members of his famıly.
Unlike most eaders 1ın the state church, Bockmueh had undergone conversıon
Busch, along ıth other members of the ‚Bekehrung| 1n INannNer advocated by
Confessing Church, refused to acknowledge Francke, usSC an other Pietists Francke
the compatıbilıty of Chrıistianıty wiıth Hıtler’s WAas insıstent that Ne ecreatıon 1n
VIeWws racılal superlorı1ty, antı-Semitism, each wh would be 1n Christ.’ He argued ‘As
an (jerman natiıonalısm. Nazı officıals he Was 1Irs Orn of hıs parents In natural
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WAaY, he had Iso to be born of (God 1n (50d’s word. Francke stressed the ımportance
spiritual-supernatural WAaY, that he m1g of prayer gomng hand hand wıth meditation
become Nne man .’12 Pıetists found the upon Scripture: ““r rush through
formalıistic Christianıity practised Dy the chapter, slam the Bible shut, an SOONMN dis-

m1ss from OUuUr minds hat ave read, itLutheran Scholastics deficıent 1n tal plety
1S but httle wonder that Ca read theThey desired evıidence of inner trans-

formation and the mpartatıon of Nne Bible tıiıme and tıme agaın without becoming
spirıtua nature sıgn of true conversı1ıon. INOTeEe reverent an devout.’ Francke COINMN-

Following the ısts, Bockmuehl taught tinued: ‘If meditation o0es not COMMe easily,
hıs SLUuUdents value Francke’s three steps yYou must DraYy, an prayer 0€eSs not. COMMeE
1ın the conversiıon ProOCEeSS. (1) convıctjıon of easıly, to 1n about the words you
SIn, (2) certaınty of gTaCe, and (3) AaWarenNnes: read. ayer will ead to an will increase
of being called to the Servıice of God.?® meditation; meditation will awaken yYoOu to

prayer Proper meditation also involved ‘self-The etist Vis1ıon he had gained from
Busch remained wıth hım the rest of hıs lıfe examınation’ s() that ‘through the Word of
In 1985 Bockmuehl published Die Aktualıtät G  9 MaYy correctly discern the wayward-
des Pıetismus The mportance of Pıetism for ess of OU: heart, an OUr heart be Tans-
Today) LO recommend the etist approac formed accordıng LO the pattern of ıts
tO the contemporary church 1n Europe.!* wholesome teaching.’!®
Those looking for quotations from etist
authors ın Listening the G(God Who Speaks Moral Re-Armament
wiıll 1scover that Bockmuehl cıtes only ONe, Another influence ın Bockmuehl’s hıfe had
but they will discern spirıtuality nutured close affınıties wiıt. the Pietist emphasıs
by the devotional practices of the 1etlsts In upon devotional reading of Scripture an the
this book he C1tel only ONe Pietist, necessity of havıng transforming CON VeT-
Bengel, the famous (jerman COMINMMEIN- S10N. hıs Was ora Re-Armament. In
tator. Bengel believed that ollowers of esus Listening the G(G0d Who Speaks he pald
COUuU. recelıve Nne insights from the Riısen tribute to the Oxford Group ora Re-
Christ He interpreted 1n John Armament, because thiıs organızatıon ralised
an to ImMean that ‘the Holy Spirıt would the 1SsSue@e ‘°of whether Ca  — o0€es speak
teach them the disciples] other things L00— to humans today'’ (p He la1ımed ave
things that Jesus had not yet told them)’ attended several of elr plays and noted ur
when he had still een earth (D 67) ONe asked the poets, COMDOSECTS and play-

In his lectures at Regent College wrights to describe the SOUTCe of eır
Bockmuehl commended the conventicles inspiıratıon, they pointed to ‘the Spirit’s
(small groups) advocated by Spener an guldance’ and to the qulie tımes of listening
Francke 1ın hıch students discussed WAaYys of LO (0d’ (p What Was thıs movement, and
applyıng Scripture LO ally life.1° Francke how did ıt. ımpact the lıfe of aus
believed that Ser10us study of Scripture Bockmuehl?
Was imperative for the maıntenance of T'his movemen 1rs began al Oxford
relationship with and ontinual growth University ın 1921 under the American
1ın holiness. As editor of Regent’s journal, Lutheran clergyman, Frank Buchman
Bockmuehl published Francke’s Short (1876—-1961) Because of ıts early assoclatıon
Course of nstructions How Holy rıpture wıth this unıversıty, ıt received the ame
ug LO Be ead for One’s 'TIrue Edıiıfication ‘the Oxford Group.’ Though orıginally CeN-
1ın Urux after discoverıng that his friend ere! unıversıity students, the movement
Manfred Fleischmann had recently Trans- began LO hold ‘house J1es rallhes where
lated ıt, Francke’s practice of meditating ıts message Was articulated by Buchman
and prayıng wıth Scripture Was sımilar LO and others It TEW arıstocrats, dıplomats,
that advocated Dy Bockmuehl 1n Listening intellectuals, and wealthy people ell
the (i0d Who Speaks. alf of the work deals trade unıoniısts and workers who WerTe 1nN-
wıth Bockmuehl’s analysıs of biblical themes ereste: ın changing their WOoOr. Buchman
of listening LO God speak by meditation taught that humans Were sinners who could
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radically changed through conversıon and stressed Bockmuehl, 18 ıIn the balance of the
guildance by (50d and other believers. Wıth two.’21
the threat of WAar, Buchman changed his In 1948 Buchman had the play, The

Forgotten actor, translated into (jerman atfocus an organized ıt under the ame
‘Moral Re-Armament;’ ın 1938 when he Caux, the movement’s headquarters.*?%
called for movement of moral and spiritual Buchman and Dr Heinrich Kost, the head
re-armament throughout the world.’1” of the (jerman Coal 0ar spen four hours

After World War IL, Bockmuehl heard together fter lıstening for (10d’s guldance,
Buchman spea an thereafter read hıs ost had the idea of invıtıng (Gjerman cast
books It 1s ımportant LO examıne Buchman’s of this play into the coal mınes ql Moers.
teaching guidance, Since Bockmuehl Bockmuehl first encountered Moral Re-
acknowledged his indebtedness to Buchman Armament when Buchman arranged to ave
In Listening LO the GGod Who Speaks. Follow- Thornhill’s play performed aft Essen
ing hıs cConversıon al Keswick ın 1908, November 1948 ear the ruined rupp
Buchman arrıved al Pennsylvanıla State Factory The Lord Mayor ustav Heinemann,
College different person he worked for later President of the (jerman Federal

Republic, introduced the production. lanthe M.CA On Cammpus visıt, the cele-
brated British Evangelical, Meyer, Thornhiill had wrıtten the play In thirty-sıx
asked Buchman: ‘Do you let. the Holy Spirit hours even though he had composed
guide you In all you ATre doing?” Buchman ONe previously. The play analyzed the rela-
answered that he did certainly pray and tıons ‘between and 1n the famılies of

industrialist and OTr leader al tiıme ofread the ın the morning and al tiımes
received inspiırations. eyer persisted, ‘But industrial CTYISIS and suggested the i1mport-
do yYou gıve (0d enough uninterrupted time NCcCEe of change of attıtude from who 15
really to tell you hat to do?’ Buchman right” LO “what 1s rightP’ Over miılhon

people dozen countries attended ıt, Oftedecided LO gıve the per10d between 1ve
and G1X o’clock each morning quiet ıts mMmesSsSasge assısted 1ın settling confhets of
time'’ wıth God He decided he must do (50d’s varyıng labour disputes.“®
work not In his OW. MAaNnNnNer, but according Upon hearıng of the productions of the
tO plan He resolved not Just to talk play, eim Bush engaged Bockmuehl and

but listen as well.18 Bockmuehl others LO help the play IMOVe around, CON-

quoted Buchman’s speech ‘When INa  - hıstens, struct the stage, ohift the SCCHECTI'Y, invıte
God speaks. When INa  - obeys, cts miıners LO attend, and DPray for them urıng
Buchman argued, ‘We aAare not out tell the cts ıthın the 1Irs two 9 aAaPDPIOX-

We ATe out to let. tell "The imately 120,000 Germans, largely from coal
lesson the world most needs 1s the art, of and steel industries, attended thıs play 1ın
lıstening LO the Ruhr reg10n. It influenced ManYy Marxısts

Besıides stressing the ımportance of Listen- become sSt1ans al least reexamıne
their ideologies. Before the showing of theıng to God, Buchman CaImne tfo Stress four

absolutes found the hıfe of Jesus— absolute play, Communists held about percent of
honesty, absolute DUrıCty, absolute unselfish- the councıl SEeATtSs ın the coal works and steel
NCSS, and absolute love.20 Along wıth other industries. T'wo ater, the percentage
authors, Buchman influenced Bockmuehl ın of Communist representatıion had decreased
his lıfelong emphasıs uDOonN the pursult of LO percent Hubert Stein, executive
holiness. ater 1n lıfe Bockmuehl wrote to member of the (German miners’ un1on, a_

Garth Lean, historian of the movement, gued that the decline WAas °to great extent
about his appreclatıon for ıts work: “T'he due LO ora Re-Armament.’24 Dr Hans
gen1us of Moral -Armament bring the Böckler, President of the NeEe  S unıl! (Gjerman
central spirıtual substance of Christianıty es Unıion Federation, spoke of the 1M-

In secular and accessible form.’ He pact that ora e-Armament Was havıng
continued: ‘Hence the emphasıis absolute 1n ıts meetings and plays ‘“Some people hold
moral standards. But the direction of the the doctrine that yYOou ave to change the
Holy Spirıit 1s Just essential.’ “T'he gen1us,’ system 1n order LO change society.’ He felt
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this Was true, but only the truth ‘People In The Unreal (10d of Modern Theology.?” He
must change drastically ıke OSsSe men who

when he visıted Basel
kept his personal relationship wıth arth

spoke LO al Kost’s meeting.’ He continued:
‘Both must be done, and yYyoOu must fight for Sınce Bockmuehl had become interested
both, convınced of These senti1- ONOMICS and soclal studies af Göttingen,
ments would later influence the thought of he studied Iso al the London School of
Bockmuehl.*® Economics. While In England, he se1zed the

During the first of his Chriıstian chance LO read theology al King’s College,
pilgrimage, Bockmuehl wıtnessed the London. He Wa awarded the Doector of
creativıty that CaInNle ora e-Armament Theology degree al the University of Basel
wrıters and workers who had earned LO 1ın 1959 under Professor Henrik Va  - Oyen
listen to He valued their guldance an wıth dissertation the crıtique of religion
became involved 1ın the pressing soclal COIN- and anthropology In the works of Ludwig
dıtions iın devasted Germany He chose Feuerbach and Karl Marx.*®
identify wıth thıs STOUD ıt. presented ToOom 1958 to 1961 Bockmuehl Was the
Christian alternatıve to arxısm. In later teaching assıstant LO Professor Jürgen
ıfe Bockmuehl followed through hıs Moltmann al the Kirchlichen Hochschule 1ın
early convıctj]ons when he published, Wuppertal. There he met and fell ın love
The Challenge of arxısm.: Christian ıth Elısabeth Becker, theological student
Response.*° who Iso studied al the University of Bonn

Because of his help wıth the performances, and later al Basel under arl Barth She
Bockmuehl, then student 1n the S yMM- Was born and brought 1n ome wıthout
nasıum, Was invited along ıth German an Yy Christian nurture, SInNCe her father Was
industrialısts, trade un10n1sts, and students atheist. Through the encouragement of

Moral „Armament Conference 1949 her relig10us tudies eacher al school, she
where he heard Buchman. At that tiıme investigated the claıms of Christianity and
Bockmuehl planned LO become chemical experienced relig10us conversion aft the age of
engıneer LO work In the uhr ıth industry. eighteen. Despite Bockmuehl’s een commıt-
At ıts centre af Caux, Switzerland, he shared ment LO Pietism and Moral Re-Armament,

rOOM wiıth SWISS worker who shared each Elisabeth not. NOW eıther of these initially.
mornıng hat he rece1ved uring his medi- In tiıme she Came sSEEe that her faiıth Was
atıons One day, fter setting the stage, supporte by these movements er cıviıl
Bockmuehl asked hat else he should he do the prevl1ous day, Klaus Bockmuehl
Hıs ro0o0mMMATte told hım LO back to hıs marrıed Elisabeth Becker March 1961 ın
TOOMM and ave quıie time alone wiıth God the Castle Church of Linnep, ear Hösel, ıIn
urıng thıs sılence, Bockmuehl sensed God the orth Rhine-Westphalia regıon ofGermany.
call hım to study theology He recognized Shortly thereafter, the Landeskirche ordained
that the maın people In Moral Re-Armament hım LO the minıstry August 1961 al the
WerTe theologians. He wanted to help the Christuskirche In Düren where he served
church be authentic 1n ıts Y1ıst1an experI1- Hılfsprediger (assıstant pastor) until 1962
eNCcCeE He followed the call LO study theology They later had three children—Markus, Anne-
hich he had first received al Caux However, Ruth, and Christoph.*?

he involved himself In unıversıty life, he During the per10d9 Bockmuehl
forgot about ora Re-Armament for OU: had responsIibilities for the younger students
ONe decade al Wuppertal, but he did not ave ANSWeTs for

Bockmuehl passe the Abıtur 1n 1951 From the problems they Were facing. Although he
195158 he studied theology and philosophy In had not thought of ora Re-Armament sSince
Wuppertal, Göttingen, übıngen, and Basel 1949, he decided ın 1959 to to Caux for
At Basel he WwWas invited to arl Barth’s select AaNSWers Here he attended the performance of
semı1ınar to study under hım Though he ‘Hurricaine,’ play by lan Thornhill fter
admired Barth teacher, he became three days there, Bockmuehl wrote to his wife

ar  lan, SInCe he differed with Barth ‘] Came LO ask how Christian 1s MRA, ave
certaın sıgnificant points he later revealed ask NO  < how Christian 1s Klaus Bockmuehl.’
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The tıme at auxX made him reexamıne his the (German- and Italian-speaking populatıons
of south Tyrol/northern Italy’ (pliıfe He decided begın wrıting his wiıdowed

mother ONCeEe week; he thought ou the WaY
he had behaved to Moltmann 1ın his classes. Medieval Spirituality
Bockmuehl disagreed ith his theology. He Dr ‚James Houston, former Principal of

Regent College, ONCeEe referred to Bockmuehltook delight ın demolishing Moltmann’s pOSI-
tıons durıng class. He had attempted destroy Pietist reinforced by the Oxford Group
Moltmann sem1nar. At Caux he felt directed While these two movements WerTIete extremely
tOo wrıte Moltmann letter of apology sayıng In influential In the development of his teachıing
esSseNCcCE i SEeE hat ave one listening to G0od, he revealed 1Iso hıs 1N-

debtedness to medieval spirıtual wriıters, whoPlease forgive want to be ollower of
Christ. want to be loyal LO you longer provided corrective LO imbalance In the

person of Career ambition.’ When he returned teaching of ın Luther and John alvın
Wuppertal, Bockmuehl SA  S oltmann and when they argued that (0d not. speak

asked if he had received his letter. oltmann ‘immediately’ today ‘without mediatıion’ to
indicated that he had not. Since the letter had person (p 127) His maJor work (zesetz und eıst
een delayed In the maıl, Bockmuehl stood (Law an Spirtit) revealed his great admıiratıon
face face before Moltmann and asked hıs for Luther and hiıs stronger identificatiıon ıth
pardon. After thıs, Bockmuehl ceased carıng Calvın 9 Nevertheless, Bockmuehl believed
OU' his Career advancement. nstead he that these LWwO reformers had developed elr
sought to please and obey God He stopped VIEeWS thıs subject 1ın reaction to radıical
eriticızıng Moltmann an supported hım the spiritual movements ofelr day ıIn WaY that
ast YCar remalnıng al Wuppertal. prevented them from affırmıng the insights of

Moral e-Armament had profound impact the biblical and medieval wrıters the poss1-
uDon Bockmuehl 1n the ormulatıon of his bilıty of (0d speakıng directly LO individual
early practice of lıstenıng to (0d He remaıned In the present
ıIn ontact ıth the movement off an When Luther WwTOtLe cautiously about hstenıng
throughout his teaching Career He had one LO God, he had ıIn miınd Thomas Müntzer,
httle 1n his wrıting Career LO acknowledge how leader of the milıtant wing of the Anabaptıist
much he had een influenced by the movement movement. Luther stereotyped Müntzer ONe

during his ate eens and twenties. s he lay of the ‘heavenly prophe who claimed that
dyıng, he wanted to gıve eredit where eredit talked to hım he spoke wiıth the angels.
Was due 1ın Listening LO the (10d Who Speaks by aımıng divıne insplration, Müntzer had
mentioniıng his indebtedness to Buchman. Hıs demanded the death of all Roman Catholic
interest 1n ethics and the Holy Spirıt Came priests In the WaYy that Israel had een s U IM-

originally from ıts eaders. Hıs mentor arl| moned by Yahweh LO smiıte the Canaanıtes.
Barth did not. appPTOVEe of ora Re-Armamen Luther rejected ese revelatıons partly because
NOr did Varlıous Evangelical eaders appreclate (30d o0es not send the Holy Spirıt LO
all of the movement’s emphases. Whıle not anarchy In existing ocıety nstead he devel-
endorsing everything EVeEeTr sald one by ıts oped hıs OW. theory ofhow (0d spoke to people
leaders, he continued nonetheless through the In his day (0d worked wiıith people 1ın twofold
rest of hıs ıfe LO admire the go0od ıt Was Manner ‘'externally through the preaching of
accomplishing 1ın the lıves of indıviduals, the Word of (0d and the sacraments and 1N-
workers, world leaders, and divided natıons. ternally through the Holy Spirit.’ Bockmuehl
He marvelled that much of the ınspıratıon for summarized Luther’s posıtion: o0es thıs,
the actıvıtlıes of iıts eaders Came urıng tımes however, ıIn such WaY that the external
of quie and hıstening LO (God He wrote: ‘Kven precede the internal, ONe recelves
affecting international politics, people who faith, the Spirıit without—only through—the
istened to (G0d WeTe responsıible for the 1N- Word wriıtten and proclaımed.’ Accordingly,
ıtiatıves that eventually led the independence Luther frowned upDonNn 0OSsSe who claimed that

(30d had spoken immediately LO them apartof Morocco; the efforts tO reconcile the Greeks
and Turks the island of Cyprus; and LO the from the Word and Sacraments (pp
peaceful development of relationships between John Galvın Camnle to basıcally the Samne
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posıtion A4s that of Luther though he wrote third WAaY, synthesis, ın 1C hat 1s
INnOTe about the Holy Spirıt Calvıin feared the objectively gıven, Scripture, 1s personally
‘“Dpirıtualists,  {A branch of the Anabaptists, accepted through the Holy Spirit (p
because they neglected despised Scripture Thus, Bockmuehl favoured the medieval
They offered ıt. to beginners and claimed for approach LO (10d’s guidance.
themselves Christian holiness that allowed For example, Bockmuehl remarked how
them ‘to rely solely the illuminations of the Augustine had heard 1ın the Garden In Milan
Holy pirı for guldance.’ Calvın detected the volce like that of child crying “Take and
heresy of immoralism when he earned that read, take and read.’ Sensing that (G0d Was
they Were not under the constraıint of (+0d’s speaking to him, he opened his Bible and oOUun:
laws SINCE they claımed to be led by the Holy the passage ıIn Romans 13:13—14 that led to his
Spirıt Convınced that they could recelve TIEeV- Convers1ıon. There Were other evidences of
elatiıons beyond Scripture, the Spirıtualists talkıng to people ın Augustine’s Confessions.
encouraged people LO act uponN whatever inner Hıs mother Monica received dream that
thoughts they had without consideration of the convınced her Augustine WOU. be converted
mora|l law feft unchecked, these Spiritualist before her death (p 194) Clearly, Augustine
Anabaptists WOU. promote anarchy ın the practiced hıstening God He WTOLEe “T’he INan
soclal order. In contrast, Calvıin based his ethics who you best 1s the ONe who 1s less
uDonN exposıtiıon of the Ten Commandments. intent hearıng from yoOou hat he wills to
‘Calvın felt that there wWwere longer oracles ear than shapıng his will according to

VIS1ONS from heaven-—that the Holy Spirit hat he hears from you (Confessions,
Was exclusively gıyen through Scripture— Similarly, Bockmuehl found that Bernard of
Christians Were meditate the promıiıses of Claiırvaux reflected the biblical teaching about
cripture and find ıllumınation there’ (p 129) listening INOTE admirably than that of
T’he posıtıon of Calvın enhanced the standing Calvın Luther. Bernard affırmed that ‘the
of the preacher OVvVer that of the individual decisıve developments 1ın OUT lıves’ for
bellever’s attempts LO understand crıpture 1n instance the resolution LO become monk,
prıvate Came ou through ‘the inner callıng of the

Bockmuehl discovered difficulty In the Holy Spirit.’ Bernard escr1De: the precise
Reformation synthesis of Luther and alvın Manner that the Holy Spirıt communicated to
The magısterl1al reformers concluded that ‘the believer: “Therefore, when the Spirit thus
Spirıt works exclusıvely through Scripture and POSSCSSCS the soul completely by
and must be subjected LO the interpretation of suggesting, instructing, affecting, he speaks

ordained miıniıister.’ elr solution W as the constantly 1ın OUr oughts, that W LOO,
development of objective system of thought ear “what the Lord 11l speak,” by
that believers WerTe LO accept wıthout ‘the illuminating ICasonN, and ıgnıtıng the 111
benefit of subjective ınteraction, decision (p 109) The sSamne of the immedilacy of
experıence’ (p 132) The Reformational ortho- Was found by Bockmuehl 1ın
doxy, Bockmuehl argued, did not Tepresent CAnsgar, Francıs of Assısl, and Thomas
A bıblical balance of Scripture and Spirit, KempIis (pp 11110
objective truth and subjective apprehension.’ Bockmuehl’s reading 1ın spirıtualıty Was not
Furthermore, ‘subjectivity undoubtedly 1s confined to the medieval per10d although he
prerogatıve of the Christian faıth, which referred only to this epoc 1ın his last work.
affırms personal (God-human relationship Whıiıle he Was best known systematıc
and not Just subscription LO collectively held theologian and ethicist, Bockmuehl made tıme
package of dogma (p 135) The Enlightenment to read spirıtua. theology urıng his tudent
of the eighteenth century philosophers days he benefited from the devotional insights
phasized the subjective a{ the CAPCNSC of the of Henry Drummond, Oswald Chambers, and
objective Word of (0d Bockmuehl proposed Thomas Kempis. He had speclal passıon for
challenge to the contemporary church ‘We Charles de Foucauld and commended this
must back LO the stance held by the Christian Catholic spirıtual wriıter to the evangelical
faıth before the splı OVerTr Reformed orthodoxy world.?! Hıs Pietist favorıtes ncluded Johann
and the Enlightenment. We eed LO TEeCOVeTr Arndt, Spener, Francke, Nikolaus
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Ludwig von Zinzendorfd, an Gerhard il Hıs Practice Discerning The God
Tersteegen. William Wilberforce and John Who Speaks
Wesley WerTIe especlally prized Kvan-
gelical writers. Kor inspıration he turned In hiıs last work Listening the (G(iod Who
throughout ıfe LO biographies of the great Speaks Klaus Bockmuehl made ımportant
saınts of the church. contribution to that discipline of spirituality

Although he read widely 1ın different called the ‘discernment of spirıts.’ From
biblical tımes Christians ave een taughtspiritual traditions, he studied all of these

SOUT CCS ceritically ın 1g of Thessalonians to exXxpect to ‘be gulded by the Spirit’
5:21 ‘But test everything; hold fast hat 1s (Galatıans 9:18; Romans 8:14) Spiritual
g00d, abstaın from CeVerYy form of evil James wrıters like gnatıus Loyola an Jonathan
Houston claimed that Bockmuehl WAas lone Edwards ave urged the ımportance of

determining 1f eır inner direction hadvolce agaınst Liberalısm and arxısm in
Europe He Was great apologıst agaınst dıvine, human, demonic Chrnistians
atheısm and Sa  S much contemporary theology frequently inquıre of (God hundreds of tiımes:
as atheısm ıts nakedness.’ Houston concluded: Should thıs person? Should attend
‘Bockmuehl Was astute theologlan who thıs particular school? What CAareer should
could smell heresı1es. He Was theological follow”??” They en ask ‘Is thıs the will of

for me? How do discern the ofwatchdog.’$* ‘“Scrupulous integrity and Care for
the Cause of and the millons enmeshed Can spea today?’ Bockmuehl

In ıberal theology and arxıst ideology—- believed that believers might discern the
marked all that he did,’ wrote JJames divine will God speaks through Word an
Packer.® Hıs leadershıp ın the worldwiıide Spirit.*° He trıed to assıst Christians
evangelical renalssance of the late twentieth discern hat (0d might be sayıng to them
century Was recognized when he WAas called urıng their devotional times of scriptural
upon to SECEIVE contributing ediıtor of meditation an prayerful listening by indi-
Christianity Today and member of the catıng host of WaY>s 1ın which guldes
Theology Commissıon of the World Evangelical believers. Because meditation uDO Scripture
Fellowship. Carl enrYy, termed comprised large part ofhis steniıng ProCeSS,
Bockmuehl devout INnan of God’ and an he avolded the pitfalls of OoOSse who ave
intellectually gifted wWwarrıor for T1S and the claimed heavenly direction when 1n fact
evangelical cause.’$4 they Were being led 1n directions Contrary to

Wiıith w discerning spirıt, Bockmuehl ben- biblical teaching
By use of biblical, hıstorical, an theo-efited from the inspiratiıon he had received

from the etist, Moral Re-Armament, and logical arguments, Bockmuehl has shown
medieval theologlans when ıt CaImInNle to develop- that God addresses OSe wh listen LO hım
ing rationale for istenıng He found Unfortunately, Bockmuehl dıd not provide
help from ese streams rather than from the readers wıth illustrations irom hıs OW.

per1ences of discerning (j0d’s will throughwrıtings of Luther and GCalvın thıs subject,
because they seemed closer to the teachıng of lıstenıing. hıs section 111 provıde this
the wrıters of the Old and New Testaments mı1ssıng autobiographical ingredient by DFrO-
These three SOUTCES of his pletLy marked his viding the principles he gained from Bible
lectures, SermMONSs, books, discussıon OUDS, study hearıng (God an indicate their

applicatıon during maJ]or events of hiıs lıfeand counselling SeSsS10ONS. Piıetism, Moral Re-
from 1961 untdl. his death 1n 1989Armament, and Medieval Spirituality CONsI1s-

tently inspired hım to proceed wiıth daily Bockmue spirituality ollows the EeVaN-

devotional hour with (God and challenged hım gelical WaYy of meditation ıth ıts insıstence
1n famıly, church, and college lıfe, beginnıng that the surest approach to meeting (Go0od and

contemplating the divine attrıbutes 1S1n the formatıve of his youth and COMN-

tinuing to the day of death through meditating Scripture. He
fully ıth other evangelıicals that the most
devout inquırers er (G0d should begın
ıth Holy cripture an allow the Spirıt of
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the ascended Christ to lead them onward 1ın included the following characteristics:
communıon iıth (50d However, Bockmuehl regularıty, cleansing of S1nN, direction about
90OCS step urther than IMNanYy Protestants plans through inner inspiratıion, guidance ın
Dy teachıing that believers ca  ; hat persona|l afflıction, an love of God an
(50d 15 callıng them to do if they Are faithful neighbour.
1n elr meditative study of Scripture and
prayerful seekıng of (50d’s ll direc- Wıth Regularıty
tıon Ca  - become plaın to them including Bockmuehl followed the bıblical —
which specıfic S1INSs LO forsake, hat stands LO mendatiıon of seeking (0d regularly for
make behalf of od’s truth, hat m1n1s- knowledge of the divıine ll and of

od’s Following his conversıontrıes to undertake, hat books an talks to
prepare, hat com{fort assıst them through an thereafter, Serl0us study of Scripture
afflıction, and hat duties to perform In became WaYy of life for Bockmuehl. He not
famıly and ocıety In the Oontext of prayer- only studied the Biıble devotionally but Iso
ful listenıing, Bockmuehl found that insights received extensiıive traınıng 1n biblical EXeEe-
and ideas Came to hım that he did not gaın ges1s under world-renowned Old Testament
through 1EASON alone. The events of scholars such Hans alter ql
Bockmuehl’s hlıfe will illustrate how he sensed Wuppertal anı! alter 1ICNTO al ase He
od’s pleasure In the actıons he took he brought sharp exegetical skills to all of hıs

theology an personal meditations. It ll beregularly sought to discern (God’s ll an
plan for hıs hfe ımportant therefore, to examıne the biblical

Bockmuehl wanted hıs devotional ıfe LO evidence for Bockmuehl’s thesıs that when
INOVE beyond Just discursıve meditation people lısten, (10d speaks.’ Piıetism, Moral
Scripture by which ıts origınal meanıng 1S Re-Armament, an Medieval spiriıtualıty
applied LO one’s ıfe Whıile favouring medi- had al directed hım LO the Bible the place
tatıon an Prayer OVer sacred LeXtT, where he would most clearly ear from God
Bockmuehl 1Iso seeks the experıence of Modelling himself after the eaders of these
hat others call contemplation. etier Toon movements, he saturate hımself 1ın
defines contemplation ‘the loving attention Scripture study He personally applied the
of the whole soul uponNn (:0d In simple way principles he had derived from Scripture
'Toon dıfferentiate between meditation during times of er1ıs1ıs an decision.
mental pPrayer ‘the actıvıty of the mind, verYy discıplined Ma Bockmuehl ciıted
heart, an ll before the Lord, seekıng LO Isalah to illustrate the importance of listen-
TAW ear LO hım an do his ı1T7 the ONe ıng LO (G0d regularly at the break of awn
hand and contemplation higher stage “The Lord (30d awakens mornıng Dy
of eing raised (by the Holy Spirıt) into morniıng, awakens ear to ear those
simple, loving attention to (Gj0d 96© urıng who ATre taught. 'The Lord (10d has opened
Bockmuehl’s ast 9 he 9TCW 1n thıs CAar; an Was not rebellious, NOTLr did
contemplative dimensıion of prayer He tur away’ (Isalah. 50:4-5) Bockmuehl noted,
taught that C  — love directly and that Isalah finds that ‘“(G0d awakens hım
experlience of (God’s love. He recorded from sleep that he 1S ready to ear hat

(G0d has to sSay Dismissing the claıms ofese perceptions of divıine love 1ın journal
entries when he had less than ycar to live. those who maiıintained that regular tıme
Hıs journaling eflects heart{felt ‘"experI1- of lıstening W as ‘Jegalıstic’, Bockmuehl
mental’ acquaıntance ıth character- reminded that eYy regularly aıt OoOWN to
istıic of Pietist devotion an! contemplatiıve dinner to feed their body, however, wiıithout
delight In (30d avored by medieval spirıtual raısıng the SAarmne objection.’ Moreover, he
wriıters. Life experliences remembered Dy hıs maiıintained emphatically that Al you Are
W1dow sa and recorded 1ın his JjJournals disciple,’ then you listen devotedly, mornıng
illustrate the biblical princıples Bockmuehl by mornıing‘ (p 25)
had discovered OU' lıstening to the (10d Bockmuehl agreed ıth the psalmıst that
wh: speaks. 'The biblical approaches to mornıing Was the ‘preferred tıme for prayer
listening embodied 1ın Bockmuehl’s ıfe an petıtıon for od’s response.’ He quoted
72 ® EuroJTh
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the psalter ‘My volce You shall ear 1n the For Cleansing
morning, LORD; 1ın the morning ll During these regular tımes of Bıble reading,
direct ıt LO VOU, an! will ook up (Psalms Bockmuehl felt 1rectie Dy (;0d LO repent of
5:3) “"To0 be SUTre, (God Ca  - Iso speak ıIn the SINsS In his lıfe As professor of Christian
night—and the psalmıs 15 not adverse LO ethics, he taught the relevance of the Ten
beleaguering 0d’s throne ıth Prayer all Commandments for today He note “The Ten

Commandments AT thus the foundationalthrough the day, Bockmuehl remarked, but
‘the psalmist appears to suggest the morning tatute for people living wıth G0od, guldelines
hour the appropriate tıme’ LO seek the face for those who wıll live under his kıngship an
of (p 42) In communılon ıth hım The decalogue specı1-

Not only did Bockmuehl personally follow 1es ‘the limits of thiıs fellowship,’ and it. 1s ‘the
ese counsels day but Iso he found that framework for 0d’s IMore specıific instruction
the realıties of his schedule demanded this 1n the future’ (p 16) Listening LO Scripture
T'he tıme between 1ve and S1X o’clock 1n the made Bockmuehl acutely of eed-
mornıing worked best for him, because he could ing attention 1ın hıs ıfe

He C1TLEe: Isalah, ‘1 the LORD yOour Godbe relatively free from interferences from his
children al that sacred OUr with Unlike who eaches you LO profit, who leads you by the
SOINEC Christians wiıth haphazard devotional WaY yYou should go Isalah. Bockmuehl
practices, he did not attempt this practice only commented, always, the prophet of Israel

few days week. He met each day aft 1S concerned not ıth insights into SsSOINE
that OUur unless hindered by illness ‚James heavenly mysterı1es, but wıth the WaY should
Packer deseribed see1ng Bockmuehl ın actıon live ere ea He emphasized: ‘Exper1-
when they shared the SA\AaNlle motel 1T0OM al encing od’s guidance has cleansing effect)
conference: ‘1 sat bed for morning EeVO- (p 24 As previously mentioned ın part ONE,

Bockmuehl received guldance from af (Cauxt1ons, but Klaus went LO the table and wrote,
evidently the old Oxford Group/Moral Re- to humble himself before Moltmann and ask
Armament discıpline of putting al his forgiveness. 'T'hıs became practice of
that seemed LO SaYy In, through, and Bockmuehl throughout ıfe He continually

received convıctjion of SIN during hıs tımes ofDTODOS of the Scriptures that ONe read In one’s
Quiet Time. ’3“ reading Scripture and listening to He Was

When al home, his routine consisted of not LOO prou LO gO an ask for SOINE one’s
rısıng al fıve, ollowed Dy showering, shavıng, forgiveness. ometimes when relationshıp
and dressing. After quick CUD of tea, he had WAas strained wıth friend colleague and the
ONe OUur alone ıth He read Scripture au lay primarıly wıth the er DEeISON,
until he found ONe that spoke to hım Bockmuehl would feel gulde to seek n_

profoundly. He wrote that OWN in his Journ. cihation by askıng the er LO forgıve hım for
Then he meditated uDonNn ıts meanıng and the httle he MaYy ave one WTONS

Bockmuehl NEeW that cleansing from sS1iNnistened to God for insights. Sometimes he
recorded profound thoughts about cripture W as precondition for hearıng clearly.
that he later incorporated iınto his books He Jeremiah and Ezekiel both pomt out, however,
jotted oOWn inspiıred ideas and plans that Came that thıs comprehensive inner change, which

hım ın thiıs quıe OUur OoOme of his thoughts 1S the key to 0d’s guldance, must be preceded
wWere mundane play with Markus’ by forg1veness and cleansing.’ He continued:
spirıtua ‘Tread IMoTe storlies LO the “"T’hrough forgıveness and cleansing, the eier-
children.’ He normally concluded wıth lengthy mınıng W of destructive past 1s put LO
intercessi1ons for family and riends. For end The freedom that Was forfeited 185 restored,

and the people Can attentıve and avalıllableexample, during his ast illness his journal
reveals his prayvers for James Houston for the directions of the OTr (p 29)
‘Also to spirıtually support Jım H., ıf wWwWere He Iso stressed that another condıtion for
his ase Cammp Pray for his lectures’ (February recelving (J0d’s guldance WwWwas the fulfilment of
14, OUrTr ‘duty toward needy ne1ghbor Isalah

D8, the famous soclal-ethics chapter and the
forerunner LO ‚Jesus’ enumeratıion of the
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bodily works of mercy” Ma states ould not consent to speakıng engagemen
“when yYou SEE the naked him, wrıting assıgnment until he had sought
then yoOu shall call and the Lord will answer S wisdom during his MOrNıng Quiet 'Time

yOUu extend VOUuUr soul LO the hungry an After prayerful consıderation he decided that
satisfy the afflıcted soul the Lord gulde he should accept the invıtatıon of Professor
you continually” Isalah /—10) Wıith refer- Henrik Va  I Oyen of the University of Basel LO

assıst him ıth research he W as doing forENCE to thıs passage Bockmuehl maintained
that the ProM1Se of divıne irection Was COIMN- history of ethics ould permiıt Bockmuehl
tiıngent upon OUr love of nelghbour (p 28) tiıme ase wrıte his Habılitation

Bockmuehl feit directed to become involved
Under Orders disputation OVer homosexuality at Basel
Bockmuehl’s desıire liıve under orders to SINCEe his of Scripture forced hım
Jesus T1S WwWas another aspect of the ethical the conclusion that sexual relations between
nature of spirıtuality that stressed cleansıng homosexuals violated the law of act]ıve
from S1NMN As ONMNe who elonge both the part thıs Controversy would eventually cost.
Reformed and Lutheran traditions, Bockmuehl hım appoıntment prestig10us WISS
inherited John alvın teaching ‘the thir: unıversıty uring the per10d Dr
uUse of the law alvın believed that the law Theo Bovet specı counseling,
WAas LO reveal the will of (0d those who asserted that the church should accept 0MO-
believed and LO assıst them determinıng sexual practiıce and offer homosexuals chance
right act1ıons soclety. Consequently, the Mar each other Bockmuehl and SOINE of
Reformed churches ave placed greater his friends had spoken privately LO OVvVe to
emphasıs sanctificatıon than most urge hım abandon this posıtıon When he
Lutherans wiıth the exception of the ‚utheran did not Bockmuehl helped his W1SS riends LO
1etlsts COM DOSE report TL this matter

Shaped by both the Reformed and Lutheran which they urged that sexual relations should
Pıetist herıtage Bockmuehl delighted obey- be onfined to heterosexual Marr1ı1age They
INg hat he felt (God Was callıng hım LO do sent their study to the Church government
Whether 1T Was to wrıte book LO take begging ofhecijals Aase hinder Bovet from
STAN! SOTINE moral 9 Bockmuehl went out his dreams By detective work
forward ıth quıiet confidence because he the NECWSDaDETr discovered that Bockmuehl Was
tried tOo do 0d’s He did not attempt LO onNne of ıts authors Due to the Controversy
deciıde 1f actıon were politically correct surrounding Bockmuehl’s involvement he
advantageous for hıs Career advancement became non gralia ıth the faculty
before attemptung 1t. He sought to do hat he Consequently his professor chose not LO accept
felt God through Scripture Was askıng of him his Habıiılitation Thıs closed the (070) 8 for an Yy
He wrote “The early bellevers who lived the possibility of teaching state Uun1ıversıty
Christian ıfe and spread the gospel of God’ Despite this disappointment he Was asked
kıngdom lıved under orders Moreover ‘their 1965 LO teach part ti1ime at Piıetist theological
work for (30d W as not self-designed he school Basel called the Prediger und
remarked rather ‘the punctualıty of the dıs- Miss:ionsseminar St. Chrischona In 1965 he
cıples obedience hıich eshınes through the left ase and became student pastor at the
narratıve shows that Jesus remained COIN- University of Heidelberg
mand of the details The New Testament While Heidelberg, Bockmuehl encountered
Church received orders from the Holy Spirit opposıtıon from student movement Campus
1C Its members obeyed promptly ese called Evangelische Studenten (1emeıinde
early disciples dıd not. make plans for the Deutschland As tudent pastor of the
Lord work for he reasoned “CThe ook of Acts Landeskırche Bockmuehl miıinistered directly
made clear that plannıng expressly falls under students this STOUD uring this tıme of
the department an competence of the Holy student revolt the movement had become very
Spirıt" (p (9) sympathetic LO arxısm Bockmuehl had

aus Bockmuehl undertook an Yy Vel- publicly erıticized Marxist tudent
ture ıfe wıthout great deal of prayer He meetings al the University Thıs displeased
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Man Yy of them The eaders of the movement For Dırection about Plans through Inner
asked Bockmuehl tOo resign. He responded that Inspıratıon
he would ave to pPray the Lord about ıt, Bockmuehl believed that spoke, taught,

and led through an inner insplratıion.’ TheThey warned that he should comply with e1ir
psalmıst spoke of (30d’s guldance ‘] 1N-wishes. Bockmuehl spen day prayıng ou

it and counting the cost of such decis10n. struct you and teach you the WaYy you should
er much prayer, he thought he Was meant gO; will counsel you wıth CYCS uponNn you
o remaın. He informed the eaders that he (Ps 32:8) "The 18 promıise for the ,  wal H

would not leave they could ave theır InNnan of believers: it 18 not for the sedentary, but for
0OSe the Way. Bockmuehl noted ‘It 1s notappointed ın his place

On the night of January 24, 1968 the Evan- for pilgrıms who NOW their destination, but
gelische Studenten-Gemeinde called meetıng for ose who MaYy eed concrete instructjions
af eır Assembly House for the of which road follow (p 37)
bringing charges agaınst Bockmuehl. They 1N- Elisabeth Bockmuehl claimed that her hus-

band’s creatiıve ideas for h1ls articles and booksvit| members of the the meeting
the hopes that theTSould present often CaInle him during his mornıng OUur of

eır disapproval of Bockmuehl. At thıs meet- lıstening to (0d through cripture reading. He
ing members of the Evangelische Studenten- recorded his meditations Scripture and 1N-
1sSsıon ın Deutschland LO defend corporated them into hıs books Each book

resulted partly from inner insights from GodBockmuekehl. Previously this group had een
that beckoned hım LO address particularunconcerned about political and soclal 1ssues.

elr defence showed hat Was eing one theological eme Hiıs gen! College tudents
inJure Bockmuehl’s reputatıon. eporters 1N- found evidence of hıs approach, for he shared
terviewed hım for hıs side of the StOTYy They ese insiıghts when he taught them He NOTIN-

ally egan hıs classes al the college by pullıngreleased full-page article exposing the esiıgn
out his small notebook from which he read theof the E.S and vindicating Bockmukehl.

er thıs, the bishop wanted hım either thoughts that had COINe LO hım firom his Bible
remaın student pastor al the universıty reading. In thiıs WaY he provided model for
tOo become pastor of prestig10us congregatıon his students of ONe who made future plans

within the ontext of hıstenıng and prayıngın Heidelberg. After he had stood his ground
One of the maJor decisions of his lıfe requiredand cleared hıs Namce, Bockmuehl felt that ıt

careful discernment of ll BockmuehlWAas tiıme LO leave. Wıth all of the Controversy
he did not sSEeE how he could miıinıster SUCCESS- had LO determine if (God could be callıng him
fully LO all CamDUusS. He asked the LO INOVe from St, hrıschona, where he an hıs

famiıly had een Ve appYy, LO teach 1n Regentbıshop to place hım ıIn a small parish he
College far aAaWAaY In Canada. John hadould ave time to work book 'The bishop

consented and sent him to quiet pastora ın originally recommended hım for the professor-
chmieheım be1l Lahr In the Black Forest of sh1p of systematiıc theology and ethics af thıs
Germany f{ter this restful tıme, he newly-founded Evangelıcal graduate school of
returned to St, Chrischona LO teach systematiıc theology {f Bockmuehl accepted, thıs meant

Ne  S anguage an Ne  S ulture for hıs wholetheology full-time from 1971 LO 1977 Perhaps
Bockmuehl mMaYy ave had his experıence ın famıly. Hiıs jJournal recorded the WaY he sought
Heidelberg 1ın mınd when he wrote OU' Paul guldance thıs matter On December 20
ın Listening LO the God Who Speaks: "T‘hıs 1976 he received telephone call from Dr
instruction, ave SCCH, sometimes ‚James Houston, the princıpal of the college.

On December he wrote regardıng Vancouver,leaving cıty because of, stayıng 1n cıty
1n spıte of, mounting resistance.’ He concluded: “Travel ightly It 1S for ‚Jesus to decide where
‘Neither persecution NOr SUCCC5SS, In human work should and LO let NOW by
CVES, decisive; only the instructions received his Spirit. ere 1s certaınty that INaYy be
firom the Lord’ (p 80) under Hıs guildance ıIn far aWaY COUNIrY 1ın

Egyp An entry for January 1977 revealed his
thoughts ıIn the ontext of his prayer ‘I do not
disengage ightly from Chrischona. It 1s es-
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Sa be thrown out of the Evangelical mıheu hıs current sıtuation—so much that he
1ın a small Darty tentatıve VYC>S to even preferred ıt LO his prevl1ous condition"

Bockmuehl concluded: ‘“Paul’s moment ofVancouver. There be full clarıty. Never
expect spea. command.’ He continued, ecrıs1ıs Was the OOTr LO the revelation of
‘Everywhere, Abraham 1Irs built ar We privilege. hat the ord spoke LO him
eed tar In OUr lıves! Obedience for depar- showed he had not een left by the wayside,

apparently incapacıtated, but continued toture Wiıth prayerful surrender, he wrTote, ‘]
seek the will of the Father.’ be ql the very heart of the outworking of

When he went to Regent LO spea and to talk 0d’s historiec purposes’ (p 92)
ıth the officials 1ın February 1977, he DIe- In 1985 the doctor detected Cancer and
served his reaction In hıs Journal: ‘Do not schedule: SUTgerYy for Bockmuehl une
speculate at the outcome of thıs Do not take Hıs jJournal entries dealt ıth his fear an
the decisıon out of od’s hands And partıcu- the WaYy (G10d helped him to trust 1n the
larly, yVoOu must not allow yourself to hbe led bDy goodness of the OTr He gained com({ort 1ın
fear (nor by ambıtion).’ When the college offered the words of ıta Houston ‘We NOW that

do not. ave to alone through the darkhım iınvıtatıon to become professor In
1977, he sensed that thıs Was 0d’s call to thıs valley. Only He had LO, that wouldn’t.
Nne  Z AVellue of Servıce 1ın hıght of the insiıghts He will be wıth us The successful outcome
he had received In pDrayer previlously. Once he of this SUTSgerYy gave hım the chance to COIMN-
had arrıved, he loved Regent College—the tinue teaching anı wriıting for four INOTre

students, professors, fellowship, and spiırı of YCcars
the place Whenever he made decision Shortly before learning of hıs CANCeTrOus
informed by Drayer, he had second condition, Bockmuehl received notification
thoughts He felit that ıt Was right to make that 9TrOuUDp of evangelicals had established

Stiftungsprofessor, endowed chaiır ofdecision (gulded by od) and kıll the alterna-
tıve. He dıd not debate back and forth to theology at the Universıty of asel, ıth the
hat he should do He kept prayıng until he intention of havıng him ıts 1rs professor.
had clarıty about hat duty directed Then he hıs would ave placed this sıgnıfıcant
moved orward wiıth quıe confidence from evangelıcal theolog1ıan 1ın ımportant unı-
which he COU. not. be shaken. versıty where arl arth had taught, but

Bockmue illness made thiıs impossible.For (juıidance ın Personal Afflıction He ecine: LO be considered an continued
Guidance Came LO Bockmuehl not only when to teach al Regent surrounded Dy INanYyhe Was forming future plans but 1Iso urıng riends who WOU Ssupport hım during his
the dark days of Lıfe He explained the meanıng last of life He loved the communıty at
of orinthians 10270 4S example of how Regent an did not want LO leave ıt
God had gulded Paul In the midst of his DeT- On October 3i 1988 his physiclan phonedsonal afflietion. Paul wrote: hım that he had terminal Cancer When he

Liest, be xalted above EASUTE Dy the got the sad NCWS, he chose to lay asıde work
abundance of revelatıons (1 received|, thorn Introducti:on Chrıstian Ethics. Wıth
ın the flesh [perhaps OINE Iness physica. only months to lıve, he sought LO Dass LO
handıcap?] WAas gıven LO Concerning future generatıiıons insights he had gainedthıs ıng pleaded ıth the ord three tımes
that ıt. might depart from And he saıd tOo

from his meditative lıfe He prayed for

My STaCcEe 1S sufficıient for YOU, for My strength to wrıte Listening the G(G0od Who
Speaks. He jotted OoOWN In his journalstrength 1S made perfect ın human| weakness. October ‘“God’s guldance to NOW

Wıth his OW terminal Cancer 1ın mı1ınd, how should act 1n the mıdst of affhliıcetion.
Bockmuehl deseribed how Paul found not The worst ıng would be to be without
only comfort 1n paın but Iiso strength to guldance.’ He resolved: ‘Laisten twıce
ear paın’s disconcerting s1ıde effects. More- much you talk. Despite his sıckness,
OVer, this paın brought ‘divinely ordained he continued hiıs tıme of listening. In these
ldentity’ Bockmuehl remarked, and, ‘beyond tımes he found DTaCce LO O wıth wrıtingthat, understanding and acceptance of this book an teaching at Regent College
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For Love for God and Neighbour Love 1ın actıon 15 proof of the of
Especially he faced the prospec of the the Spirıit’ (p 98)
paın of Cancer, Klaus Bockmuehl returned During Klaus Bockmuehl’s final illness,
to the heart of hiıs ethics an spirıtuality. he experienced his first spirıtua friendship
T'hıs Was, according to his W1dow, the grea of depth outside that ofhis wiıfe Ellisabeth
commandment of Jesus to love (0d and Though he had dutifully sought throughout
neighbour Matthew 22:34-—40) He rejected lıfe LO love hiıs neighbour, he Was invıted
the teachıng of Martıiın Luther that we Can- into NeEe adventure of friendship ıth
not love (God 1ın his maJesty; must love esteemed colleague. ‚JJames Houston visıted
God 1ın his creatures.’ Luther maintained hım ONCE CVEeTY day Bockmuehl had had
that could be loved 1ın the Derson of OUTr rTiends prevlously, but the demands of hıs
neighbour but 6,  not directly, without inter- teaching Career had made the development
mediary.’ On the other hand, Bockmuehl of friendship thıs level impossible. He
believed that (G0od could be loved directly an! had kept busy preparıng lectures, wrıting

books, an providing spirıtual guidance LOpassionately wıth heart, soul, and miınd.
‘Love CXDPTCSSCS itself firstly 1ın JOYy OVer the his students. Now sickness made hım ready
beloved.’ He continued: “The loving soul for sharıng richer level wiıith good
has real passıon for ıts object O “love friend.

As professor of spirıtualıity, HoustonGod ıth VOoUur soul” to think of
hım al night and 1n the mornıng (Psalm devoured the devotional classıcs. One day

The psalmiıst expressed thiıs kınd of Houston gave the dyıng Bockmuehl hazel-
love for God when he wrote, ‘As the eer nut When Bockmuehl did not understan
pants for the waterbrooks, pants soul the signıficance immediately, Houston
for VOU, (30d’ (Psalm A2°1) One had to O reminded hım of the Dassase ou the
to Roman Catholic spiriıtuality, Bockmuehl hazelnut ın Revelatıons of Dıvıne Love Dy
noted, for help oving God, because modern Juhan of Norwich, fourteenth-century
Protestant theology seemed united, wıth Engliısh mystiıc, that Bockmuehl had DTe-

viously read. In visıon the Lord showedonly few exceptions, 1n statıng that ‘“(God
Ca  - only be loved In the person of Ou neigh- Juhan hıttle ing the S1IZEe of hazelnut
our.’99 Iyıng 1n the palm of her hand fter lookıng

Through his rich devotional lıfe, al C she asked the Lord, ‘What Can this be?
Bockmuehl sought LO enter this heart{felt The Lord replied to her, 'Mt 1sS everything

that 1S made.’ An answer Came to her under-love relationshıp wiıth 1n contemplative
INanner The entries 1ın hıs journal urıng standing:
his last months spoke much of loving In thıs hıttle ing, Sa three properties. The
an recel1ıving od’s love. ‘Moment by first 1S that (G0od made ıt. The second 1s that
moment kept 1n Hıs Love,’ he inseribed (0d loves ıt. The 1T! 1s that eeps ıt,
ın his entry for December 11 He continued: But cannot tell the reality of hım wh: 15
'Knowing ll 18 knowing (j0d’s love, maker, lover and keeper, for until uniıted
because Hıs ll 1s Hıs oving ll for us On hım In substance, INay eCcVEC ave complete
Valentine Day 1989 he jotted oOWN 1ın hıs rest real 1SS, that 1S, until astene!

LO hım that there 15 absolutely createdJournal: ‘I STL eed to out of the thing between (10d and me.40chrysalıs of former theologıcal ex1ıstence
and take the wings of love of (G0od an love Bockmuehl cherished the hazelnut James
of neighbour, the gifts of the Holy piırıt.’ As Houston had presented him, because ıt.

reminded hım of hat ıt. symbolized LOhe 9TeW weaker he discovered: “T.et be
Listeners” 1S the first step “let, be lovers” ‚Julhan of Norwich: ‘“God made ıt,' ‘“God loves
(April In hıs final book, Bockmuehl ıt, an keeps it As Bockmuehl W as

pressed his deep convıction that ONe of yıng, he Sa that he W as that hazelnut 1ın
hand an that (G0d W as callıng hımthe simplest erıter1a for testing the Lord’s

present instruction 1s5 love. ‘Where the Holy into deeper contemplation of divine love.
Spirit 1S, there 1s love, because he the Bockmuehl kept this hazelnut ıth hım at
love of (G0od an! of neighbour into OU. hearts all times during hıs ast Iness LO remember

uroJTh 77



® Dicken Ihomas

0d’s love an his friendship ıth ‚.JJames Arbeitskreis für evangelıkale Theologıe (ın Ver-
Houston fter hıs death, Houston recalled bindung mıiıt der Deutschen Evangelischen
that the hazelnut wWwWAas found eracked iın his lianz), November 1989, 1—2, [ Lord Stuart

anc. [formerly ©  ishop of York, 1975—1983],bed “ had eracked he held it. daily Revliew of Livıing Dy the (Gospel and Listening LOthrough the paın, vet the sımple symbol had the (10d Who Speaks, European Chrıstian Book-comforted hım that the G0d of the hazelnut sellers’ Review, une 1990; ‘In Memoriam, aus
Was his too.’41 Bockmuehl,’ Quarterly, Christian Legal Society,

On une 10, 1989 Klaus Bockmuehl died Summer 1989
Houston recalled that almost hıs last words Werner Neuer, ‘Für eine Theologıe Aaus J1e
were ‘hold ‚Jesus dear,’ e  act out of eing Gott Prof. aus Bockmühl Die Autorität der
quiet,  ? an ‘histen LO the wh:i speaks.’*% anerkennen), Idea. une 14, 1989

Markus Bockmuehl and Helmut Burkhardt,‘Hold Jesus ear spoke of the SW of his
‘Preface’, In (Gjott Lieben Und Seıine (jeboteethical teachıng the great Commandment

of ‚Jesus Matthew 22:34-—40) that he took Halten, ovINg G(G0d anı Keeping Hıs Command-
ıth hım to the en! ‘Act Out of being quıe ments In emorıam Aaus ockmühl, edited by

Markus Bockmuehl and eiImu Burkhardt,reminded family anı riends that tiımes of (Glessen: Brunnen Verlag,siılence must precede an y Ser10us encounter Thiıs article has been Aase‘ serl1es of inter-
wıth God ‘Listen the God wh speaks’ VIEeWS wıth sa ockmuehl, the W1dow of
informed them wiıth his dyıng breaths that the subject, ın October and November 1992 1n
hıs thesis Was indeed true: ‘when people Vancouver, British olumbıa, Canada The
listen, spea. Final words 1n the closıng wriıter has had the unusual opportunıty of speak-
days of lıfe reveal hat 1s most ımportant. ıng wıth her al en SINCE he rented her

basement apartment. Where thereDespite all of the rıllhan insıghts 1n hıis cıted ın footnotes for bıographical statements,theological works, this emphasıs upon the reader should assumne that the informationlıstening LO (10d Was the secret of his spirıtu- supplie: by Mrs 0C.  ue. She has also
alıty that he most desired LO Dass to read and verıfled the information NCIuUuCdEe! ere
succeeding generatıions. He summed ıts and made avajılable selecte'! journals and papers
eESSEINCE January 3L, 1989 ‘Quiet pursult belonging to Dr Bockmuehl The bulk of
of prayer an! hlıstenıng to the God wh ockmuehl Dapers ave already been epos!
speaks; simplify VOour lıfe for ese spirıtu- ın the Archives of the Prediger-und Missıons-

semınar St, Chrischona ıIn asel, Switzerland.alıty 1S the of theology Thus the wrıter Was not able LO study the
materlals ın Switzerland ın order provıde
documentatıon for each statement made by Mrs

Dr Thomas 1S adjunct instructor ın church OCKMUuEe The dates of SOMMe events ave been
history al esley Theologica Seminary, Aase! upon Journals appoıntment 00. SEL
ashıngton, See aus OCKmMUue LuInNg 1n the possession of Mrs OCKMUEe
DYy the Gospel: UChrıistian Roots of Confidence and Peter Erb, ed., The Pıetists: electe: Wrıtings

New York Paulist Press, X; ‚JustoPurpose (Colorado Springs, Helmers and
Howard, 444 Gonzalez, T’he Story of Christianity, vols. New
aus Bockmuehl, Listening LO the (10d Who York Harper and ROowW, 2:205—6
Speaks (Colorado Springs Helmers and Howard, James Packer, T’he est ın eology (Carol

The German edition 1S Hören auf den Stream, IUlinois Christianıty oday, Inc.,
(z0tt, der redet (Gilessen, vol 4.; James Packer, Introduction,’ (type-
James Packer, ed., The est Lın T’heology scr1pt), sent LO sSa| OCKMUuEe

Ted ampbell, T’he elıgıon of the Heart.(Carol Stream, 1N01sS Christianity oday,
Ine;; vol Kor other appreclatıons of Study of European Relıigious Life ın the Seven-
Bockmuehl after his ea SCE Packer, teenth anı Ekıghteenth Centuries (Columbıia,
Klaus Bockmue Rıch Legacy  9 Christianity Universıty of OU' Carolina Press, 2
oday, FWFebruary 19, 1990; James Houston, Ernest Stoeffler, Rıse of Evangelıica. Piıetism
‘In Memory of laus Bockmuehl 19313 Urux (Leiden, 33{ff; and hıs ‘Pietism— Its Mes-
25 une Z aus Haacker, ‘In emorliam sape, Early Manıfestation, and Significance’, T'he

Covenant Quarterly 3—24; Dale Brown,aus Ockmühl,;,’ T’heologische Beıträge 20
August Helmut Burkhardt, Understandıng Pıetiısm (Grand plds William
ehren mıt Da  S Erinnerung Ockmühl,’ Eerdmans, Gary Sattler, Glory,
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29 lan orn  1  9 T'he Forgotten Factor (LondonNeighbor's (00d. Brief Introduction LO the Life
an Wrıitings of August ermann Francke Blandford Press,
1cago: Covenant Press, Jaroslav 23 Lean, 293
Pelikan, From Luther LO Kierkegaard (St. Louis: 24 Lean, 302; interv1iew wıth Elizabeth Bockmuehl
Concordia ıshing House, 5766 25 Böckler quoted ın Lean, 361

10 Wilhelm usC Plaudereı:en ın meınem Studier- 26 aus Bockmuehl, The enge of Marxısm:
zımmer (Gladbeck, Westfalen, Germany: Christian Response (Downers Grove, Nn{tier-
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Elizabeth Bockmuehl eim Busch’’s 1N- ıcCLe O; Lausanne (/ovenant (Downers
volvement 1n the Confessing Church Grove, Inter-Varsıty Press,

12 ugus! Hermann Francke, “The Doectrine of Our 27 Klaus Bockmuehl, T’he Unreal (i0d of Modern
Lord ‚Jesus Y1S Concerning Rebirth, eology (Colorado Springs, Helmers and
Reprinted ın full 1ın Gary Sattler, Glory, OWAr! The (jerman edition 1s Atheismus
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Chicago: Covenant Press, 134 runnen- Verlag, 1985
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Methodism)’ ın ‘“Christjan Doectrine of the Church’ Studien z2UF Relıgionskritik Un Anthropologıe
tape ser1es, gen College Library, Vancouver, ım Tunhwer: UONn Ludwig Feuerbach un arl

Marx (Göttigen,
14 29 Markus 18 currently Lecturer al the Faculty ofaus Bockmuehl, Dıiıe ABa des Pıetismus

(Basel Brunnen Verlag, This has not Divinity the University of ambrıdge, England;
been translated into English See also his er nne-Ru 1s Ome maker sınce her marrıage
work-—MDie Stellung des Pıetismus zZUuUr Separaltıon, Rupert schenlohr of Wiınterthur, Trlan!
Gnadauer Materialdienst, Nr. (Denkendorf, and physıcıan garYy, Alberta,
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15 Bockmuehl, lecture tape currently 1s Alumnı Director at Regent College
16 ugus Hermann Francke, Course of In- and occasıonal lecturer at the Prediger-und
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anfred eischmann, Urux 25 Marc. aus Bockmuehl, (7esetz und (rzeıist Eıne

Fleischmann translated the text, showed ıt, Kritische Würdigung des es protestantischer
9 Bockmuehl Later Bockmuehl requested DETI'- Law and pır Oritical Appreclatiıon
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14 New 20th-Century Encyclopedia of eligi0us Brunnen Verlag, Only hıs first volume
Knowledge, edited by Douglas, second edi Was publishe pr10r LO hıs ea
tıon, (Grand plds er Book House, 31 aus Bockmuehl, ‘Saıint for Our Day Charles

de Fouca Christianity Today, January D,5: Y ‘Buchman, Frank Nathan Daniel,’ 126—7
197918 Garth Lean, Frank uchman. Life (London

Constable, 35—36, 74 39 Interview wıth ‚JJames Houston, October 29,
19 Fra Buchman, Remaking the Oor'!| 1992

London Blandford, 24, quoted ın 33 Packer, est ın eology, vol
Bockmuehl, Listening, 34 Carl Henry LO AT Thomas, Jr.,

September 6, 1992These WerTe first developed by Robert Elhott
35Speer, the famous Pres  rı1an miıssıon states- Michael Downey, ed., T’he New Dıctionary of
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Principles of Jesus: Applied LO Some Questions of Michael Buckley, —581; Jordan Aumann,
oday New York Fleming ve. 3I; pirıtua eology London ee and Ward,
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House, 71 39 Klaus Bockmuehl, "The Great Commandment,’
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typescriıpt of the article sent LO Elisabeth TE Publishing Corporation, 1:13
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