
Book Reviews

ficıently Christian. Not all Christjian values are Dooyeweerd. Cette eCo.  e produitt ımpact CON-

distinctively and vVery few are absolutely distinc- sıderable Pays-Bas. favorise la reflexion
tıve. On the whole, Barbour makes the Case that his chretienne dans plusieurs disciplines et dans dıvers
‘common’ values are also Christian; and where DaYS. Van Woudenberg aıde - IMNMLEUX comprendre
distinctive (Judaeo-)Christian eliefs do make el MLCUX sıtuer Ce: 6cole de peNSEEe. Son style est claır
signıficant thical difference, he pomints ıt out (e.g et perspectıve arge embrasse oute la question
the doctrine of the goodness of materi1al creatiıon de la philosophie general, la phılosophie el de
underlying the value of bodilyeand Ccompassıon la fol chretiennes, de Ia 'crıtıque transcendantale
for the DOOT quali:  ng soclal Justice as equality la peNsEee theorique‘ de Dooyeweerd et des themes

No, the complaint ere 1S rather that his ethic 1S philosophiques PrFINCLDAUX qul S Y rapportent.
insufficiently coherent; OT, al least, that its coherence L/’exploration philosophique de la Galıte crege
18 insufficiently evealed SO, a  oug. he (correctly fonde SUr Uune theologie ıblique el SuUur la convıctıon
bases hıs ethic set of gıven values g00ds, he calvinıenne qQUE la ereatıon est le h.  6ätre  AA [a gloire
D0OCS to assert. that he will employ form of moral de Dieu. est la meılleure ıntroduction la 6,  D  hilos-
reason1ıng that involves both TOA| evaluatıon of ophıe reformee‘ qul aıt Daru ce Jour. Ue nest, ıl est
consequences’ and defense of ng and duties Ural, qgu'une ıntroduction et certaıns lecteurs trou-
that, avolds absolutism'’ (p. 36), without explainıng veront frustres du faıt la recherche thematıque
how the consequentialıst and eontolog!! ‚Jements est ımıltee. Maıs "auteur nNOUS promet second
are LO be integrated. volume. Nous esperons qQUE le present volume era

traduıt.The that attends the nature and STrUC-
ture of Barbour’s ethic, ogether wiıith the vastness
of the terrıtory he attempts LO and his shyness
of specıfic moral rules he mistakenly SUPPOSES USAMMENFASSUNG
to be necessarıly ‘statıc and not. readıly adaptable 0 Reformierte Philosophie Wa  S eıne eigenständige
changıng cırcumstances problems’ [p 431), COIN- ewegung christlich-philosophischen Denkens, dıe
bine render Man Yy of his mora|l judgements frus- sıch auUs dem holländıschen Neo-Calvinismus
tratingly anı One of the WOTrS examples of this 1s Abraham Kuypers entwickelte. Ihr bekanntester
hiıs treatment of the thical 1SSuUes raised by nuclear Vertreter ıst Herman Dooyeweerd. Sıe hat ın den
WEaDONS (pp 5—7 Of the ıne paragraphs he Nıederlanden bedeutende Wiırkung ausgeübt un hat
devotes LO this, eig are spen' presenting, with ın verschiedenen Disziplinen und Ländern auper.
barely eritical comment, the VIeWS of varıety of der Nıederlande Beıträge Zr christlichen Forschung
individuals and chools of thought, ONe of 1C hervorgebracht. Van Woudenbergs Arbeit sollte UnNns

ProCeSSs vliew’) he weakly endorses. The only helfen, diese ewegung besser verstehen un
normatiıve judgement he derıves from thıs 1S that bewerten. Szıe ıst ın khlarem St1} Unı mıt umfassender

exercise responsI1bilıty 1n averting the pOoSSI- Perspektive erfaßt Sıe betrachtet dıe gesamte rage
IUy of human self-destruction derPhılosophıe, der christlichen Philosophiıe un des

Ethics ın Age of Technology 18 valuable plece aubens, Dooyeweerds **transzendentelle Kritik des
of work—but INOTeEe for ıts breadth than ıts ep theoretischen Denkens’ Unı dıe wesentlichen philo-

sophıschen Hauptthemen. Dıe phiılosophische
ıge. Biggar Erforschung der geschaffenen Wiıirklichkei ıst ın

Oxford, England eıner biblischen T’heologıe Nı kalvinischen ber-
eUuLZUNng UOon der Schöpfung als dem ‘Schauplatz
des Ruhmes (zottes’ verwurzelt. Dies ıst die beste
Einführung ın dıe reformierte Philosophie, dıeFuroJTh 994) 178-1 bisher veröffentlicht urde Szıe ıst ın der Tat eıne

eloven enken Inleiding tot ee Eıinführung, un daher werden manche Leser UOnN
den Begrenzungen der thematiıschen Untersuchungenchristelijke OSOTNle (Verantwoording, enttäuscht seın. Es ıst allerdings eın zweıter BandNo. 7) geplant, Unı ıst offen, daß der vorliegende

Va  - Woudenberg Band übersetzt ırd.
Amsterdam Bunten Schipperhe1jn/
Kampen: Kok, 1992, 202 {.40

Thıs book 1s introduction to ‘reformational
RESUME philosophy', the distinective mMovemen of Tıstlan
La ‘phılosophie reformee‘ est UNE eCO.  le de philosophie philosophic: hought 1C. emerged ın the
chretienne quı s’est developpee seın du MOWLLEMEN. and from the ree University of Amsterdam,
hollandaıs ne60o-calvınıste naugure Dar Kuyper. an whose best-known representatıve remaıns
Son representant e plus ILTLÜ est Herman Herman Dooyeweerd. The mMoOovemen has also been
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eferred to ‘the sterdam school’, but ıts earliest Another 1s that Man y of the early translations, of
self-description Was ‘de wijsbegeerte der wetsidee Dooyeweerd for example, (happily not the INOTe

philosophy of the law-idea’)—the title of the recent), are wrıtten ın cumbersome and frequently
uUtCcC version of Dooyeweerd’s maJor work. OoOme obscure and ManYy Aave been preoccupiedbackground information 18 NeECESSaATY ıIn order to put wiıith in-house debates—probably unavoidable for
this book in perspective. an y Ne  = and distinctive school seeking under-

Reformational philosophy WAas ONe of the princıpal stand tself, but ODSTtTAcCle LO the uninitiated.
intellectua fruits of nineteenth-century utc. NeO- 1rı reformational philosophers ave been rıtical
Calvınısm 1C gTeW under the leadership of, of Man y central assumptions 1C. classical
especlally, Abraham Kuyper. Theologically, the evangelical theology, including ıts Reformed mode,
‘Kuyperlan’ tradition has been critically developed has been ounded SucC: ıts Trationalist) apologetics,
in thıs cCentury by, for instance, Berkouwer, ıts ‘attribute heology’)
Herman Ridderbos and endrıkus Berkhof. In the OU: and perhaps most ımportant, evangelical
contemporary philosophical wOor. the ‘Reforme theologlans ave by and arge onfined their philo-epistemology” of American analytic ph1l0sophers such sophıca attention to philosophy of relıgion and
AS V1IN Plantinga, ıcholas Wolterstorf! and philosophical theology, whereas reformational
Wiılliam Alston, also acknowledges the influence of philosophy that these are but sub-disciplines
neo-Calvinist thought, does Cornelius Van Til; 1C. cannot be adequately practised without eing
see Geehan ed., Jerusalem anAthens Uritical grounde ın comprehensive Christian theory
Disecussions the Philosophy and Apologetics of of reality (a systematıc ontology). Employing
Cornelius Van T'ıl (Presbyterian and eformed, Anselm’s formula—fıdes qQuaerens ıntellectum—V an

A also contaıns exchange between Woudenberg’s preface pomınts out that In these sub-
Van T3l and Dooyeweerd. ese philosophers ave discıplines al seeking reasoned understanding
developed markedly ıTlieren theoretical posıtıons of ıtself, of the content of TY1ıst1an belief, and Can
LO those assoclated wıth reformational philosophy, thus be characterised ‘thinking believing’
but the LWwoOo wıngs NOW en]oy friendly, ıf critical, enRen geloven), while, by contrast, the project of
relations. reformational phiılosophy Ca  - hbe characterised

Reformational philosophy 1s perhaps the most al seeking reasoned understanding of ereated
creatıve philosophical school to ave emerged ın realıty ıts wıdest % It thus characterised
Protestantism ın the twentieth CenturYy, and ın ıts rather ‘believing thinking’ eLloven. denken-—the

and profundity bears comparıson wıth NEeO- book’s apt tıtle)
Thomism it has had sıgnıfıcant ımpact ın the Van Woudenberg’s book should certainly assıst In
Netherlands The ‘Assoclation for Calvinistic making possible better and [INOTE informed ASSesSS-
Philosophy-, ounded ın 19835, 1S the argest philo- ment of the movement. It 1S marked by refreshing
sophica. assoclatıon ın the CountrYy. It publishes ıts clarıty of style and readth of perspective. Chapter
OW:' jJournal, Philosophıia Reformata, which includes sıtuates the mMoOovemen ın relation to Varıous
articles In KEnglısh and occaslonally ın (G(jerman. The conceptions of philosophy and of Christian PAU0OSOpAYy
elated ‘Foundation for Reformational Philosophy’ Chapter addresses the relationship between
offers impressive educational D: and philosophy and al outlınıng first the central
also speclal lecturesh1ips al utc 1cCa an theologica foundations 1C
unıversıties (avallıng iıtself of general provısıon reformational philosophy 1s ased, the dynamic
first established by Kuyper when Tıme Minister groun motive’ of creatıon, fall and redemption. It
from 1901—5) then introduces the ‘transcendental critique of

The movemen has generated sıignıficant contrı1- theoretical thought’, developed by Dooyeweerd and
butions tO Christian scholarshıp ın almost subjected to much eritical debate), 1C. seeks
discipline, including psychology, ecoNOM1CS, theology, demonstrate that the actıvity of all theorising—
even physics In the English-speaking WwOor. ıts including philosophy and systematıc theology—best-known centre has been the Institute for necessarıly proceeds the basıs of SOMIMeEe religionsChristian Studies ın Toronto, though it has gTrOUN! motive er the ıblıcal, the9 the

representatıves aCTross orth America, humanist SOMMe unstable synthesis of these
and s1zeable body of supporters ın OU' 1cCa Subsequent hapters deal wıth the maın systematiıc
and elsewhere. Yet ıts reception ın wıder evangelic: philosophical themes constructed—Pprincipally byciırcles has been and remaıns liımıted-—the eformed Dooyeweerd—upon these foundations: the theory of
epistemologısts ave are much better—and SOIMNE the unıversal dimensions moda. aspects’) of realityof the TEASONS for this Are orth noting. (3); the theory of individua. entities (‘structures of

One 1s that the majJorıty of the publications asSsSO0CI1- ındıviduality”) (4) 9 the theory of tıme (5); and the
ated wiıith the movemen AIre 1ın utc though theory of meanıng (6) Perhaps understandably,translations into English are increasingly avaılable most eritical interest iın Dooyeweerd ın T1stlan
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circles has centred his ‘*transcendental critique”. cal aspıratiıons COU. ave emerged InNoTre clearly
recent reformulation and development of thıs 1s wıth fuller comparıson wiıth Thomism, philosophy

Roy Clouser’s The Myth of Religious Neutralıity: An wiıith which ıt, had rather mMore 1ın CoOomMmMon than it,
Essay the Hidden Role of Religious Belief ın Was inıtlally prepared to acknowledge. The decision
T’heorıes (Notre Dame, 1991).) LO eier treatment of philosophical anthropology

VYet equally ımportant Are the theories escr1De: until the projected second volume has the TawDbac.
1ın these four chapters, 1C amount LO highly that the aCCOUNLTL of ‘creation'’ In Chapter 18 1INnCom-
distinctive and, at Man Yy poıints, brilhantly penetrat- plete wıthout fuller discussion of the place of
ing account of the Structure of the created order. humanıty creation. And philosophers perhaps

be disappointed that epistemology 1S reserved for theAny SUMMAAarYy of such account 1s OUN! to distort,
but powerfu. underlyıng motivatıon throughout 18 second volume, especlally Ssince the ‘*transcendental

desire LO affırm and explicate the richness, COM- critique’ riefly introduced ıIn chapter depends
plexity and coherence of the divine creation, and, heavıly controversi]ial and indeed ıdiosyncratic
consequently, tO CXDOSEC all varıeties of reduectionism epistemological assumptions. Finally, the chapter
IC diminish and detract from these What the theory of meanıng 1S misplaced. Thıs theory
find 1s sophisticated (Galvınıan rendition of ereation arıses directly out of the ıblical Sroun! motive and
as the ‘theatre of glory ONe which, ıle 1s arguably the most, fundamental philosophical
rooted 1n fundamental 1D11Ca. conviıctions, 1sS artıcu- theme elayıng ıts introduction until chapter
ate! 1n specifically philosophical categorıes and to Sapn the odal and entitary theories of SOMIMeEe

of their philosophical radicality.anguage, g1VvinNg it the potential for eritical dialogue
wıthın the philosophica communıty. Notwithstanding these limitations, the author

Van Woudenberg ably guldes the reader hrough has produce extremely valuable for
Nne Varıous elements of these themes. Each chapter TYTı1stlan philosophers and theologians. The work
expounds the princıpal ideas of Dooyeweerd and certainly deserves to be both translated and COIM-
other entral representatıves of the mMoOovemen and pleted.
en  es the relevant eritical debates surrounding
them wıde of hlterature 18 consulted; the onathan Chaplın
notes and bıbliography Aare valuapbile The Oxford, England
author indıcates the poss1bilıty of second volume
1C WOou deal wıth key philosophical sub-
disciplines, including epistemology, philosophical Uro. 994) 801anthropology, soclal philosophy, Cultura. philosophy
and Ccs Gottes Herrschafft als Zukunft der WeltThis 1S the best introduetion LO reformational arkus Knappphilosophy yet to ave appeared. ome such intro- Bonner Dogmatische Studien 1 Würzburg;ductions ave dealt exclusıvely wiıth single thinker,
usually either Dooyeweerd Vollenhoven, others Echter Verlag, 1993 736S5 ISBN 429
wıith selection of key themes. ÖOthers seek to 80,— Broschur.

synthesize the thought of the movemen'
ole and Van Woudenberg’s ınto this

third categorYy, though ıt, inevıtably concentrates SUMMARY
heavily Dooyeweerd ın virtue of hiıs entral T’he book attempts O develop Chrıstian under-
posıtion. The book 1S clearly ıntroduction, and standıng of the future, usıng the concept of the
readers MaYy al tiımes be eft either antalıze: Kingdom of G(God The basıc premıss L5 that the
frustrated at the abrupt open-ende conclusion of kıngdom LS already present ın the wor| yel LS SIL.
ntrıguing discuss1ons. Indeed, most of the following LO be fulfılled, Church must present esC.  ologıicı
observations derive large part from the limıtations salvatıon hrough ıts Life anı proclamatıon.
necessarily imposed upDon such introductory works. The reviewer, ıle agreeiıng ıth the prem1ss,
Vvidently the author has wrıtten wıth philosophers disagrees ıE the argumen. at number of points.
rather than theologlans primarıly In mind, and In part I, 26 LS exegetical, he WAanNnts greater
SOMmMe theologlans mig that points of mMore stress the Derson (Son of Man) anıea0  TLS
immediate theological interest—such the defini- ın the annouUuNnNCEMeEN. of salvatıon. In addıtıon, he
tıon of 'relıglon', the between philosophy and SLresses the distinction ın the gospels between ıng-
theology—had been explore INOTeEe thoroughly. dom anı the wori| anı regreits Knapp's neglect of
INOTeEe adequate discussion of Calvın and influence Protestant, evangelıical—and English-language—

reformational philosophy would also ave helped contributions. Key E furthermore (e.g
sıtuate the mMoOovemen!' INOTe fully the context of Mk 13). are not discussed.
historical theology The movement’s ater ecumen!l- In art II, Knapp revLeWwSs the doectrine of the
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