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The ature of Christian Salvatıon
La Nature du aiu Chretien
Das Wesen Chrıstlıcher rlösung
Howard Marshall, erdeen

RESUME Chrıst et serecoıt DGr la foL
La premıere partıe de artıcle presente, Une seconde partıe presente
de facon resumee, Ia nature du salut rapıdement les experıences de salut dans
chretı:en selon le OUVEAL Testament. CVe dıverses formes de relıgıon ans le
salut comporte des elements de Ilıberatıon monde du OUVEAL Testament et les
du Jugement DOUTF le futur et de COMPDAAre salut chretıen. La relatıon
transformatıon du croyanıi dans le du Chrıstianısme la relıgıon de
present. Il offre LCL1 et maıntenant UNe Uv1ie ”’Ancıen Testament est AWUSSL eXamıNne€e,
nouvelle, hbasee Su  - changement de ALNSL GUEC le de ‘salut offert Dar les
nature (nouvelle NAaALSSANCE) caracterısee dıfferentes relıgıons ancıennes. I! est
Dar un nouvelle relatıon UVecC Dıeu soulıgne QUEC les Comparaısons doıvent
(Pere, Fıls, et Saıint-Esprit) quı etre faıtes NO  S seulement Dar rapport
manıfeste ensulte DGr des experiences de but final d’une U1ie future, MALS AUSSL Dr
filıatıon, d’unıon Uec OChrıst et de rapport des experiences de pardon, de
DULSSANCE de l’Esprit. TD salut est communıon vec OChrıst et de la U1ıe
communautaıre, A faıt entrer les nouvelle communıquee Dar l’Esprit. Ces
croyants dans le peuple de Dıeu et les caracterıstiques sSont absentes des autres
conduıt NOUDEAU style de ULE relıgıons ancıennes. La destinatıon et la
et Uune nouvelle ethıque. Il est (Aase voLe quı mene Sont Loutes deux tres
entierement surla grace dıvıne revelee dıfferentes.

USAMMENFASSUNG zZU LR (jottes hınzufügt und S1Le
Im ersten eıl der Arbeıt ıst das Wesen eınem Lebensstil und eıner
chrıstlıcher Erlösung gemänß dem Neuen Ethik hınführt; und S1ıe basıert
Testament zusammengefaßt. Erlösung ausschlıeßlich auf der Gnade (Grottes, dıe
umfafßt Elemente der zukünftıgen ın Ohrıstus offenbart wurde und durch
Befreiung UO: Gericht und der (G(ilauben angeeıgnet wırd.
gegenwärtıgen Veränderung LM Im zweıten eıl werden dıe
Gläubigen; S1ıe hıetet 1er und Jetzt eın Erlösungserfahrungen zın den

Leben, das auf eıner Veränderung verschıedenen zeiıtgenössıschen
der menschlichen Natur beruht Relıgi:onsformen der neutestamentlıchen
(Wıedergeburt), durch eıne CC Welt betrachtet und mıteiınander
Bezıehung ott (Vater, ohn und verglıichen. Dıiıe Beziehung des
(reıst) charakterısıert ıst und durch OChrıstentums z2U alttestamentlıichen
nachfolgende Erfahrungen der Glauben und T Judaıismus wırd
Sohnschaft, der Eınhelit mıt OChrıstus untersucht, danach uch dıe Art DO

und der Kraft des Heılıgen (Jeıstes ‘Erlösung, dıe DO  - verschıedenen antıken
seıinen Ausdruck findet; Siıe ıst Kulten angeboten wurde. Der Aufsatz
gemeındebezogen, ındem S1Le Gläubıige betont, daß dıe Vergleiche sıch nıcht auf
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das letzte ıel eiınes zukünftıgen Lebens Dıiıese Kennzeıichen fehlen sämltlıch Ln
beschränken, sondern uch dıe den antıken Relıgıonen. Sowochl das zel

als uch der Weg zZuU. zel ın dengegenwärtıge Erfahrung der Vergebung,
der Gemeıinschaft mıt OChrıstus und das antıken Relıgıonen weısen bedeutende
e Leben ım (Gieıst einschlıehen sollten. Unterschiede D OChrıstentum auf.

he PUurpoOsSec of S} 1S twofold: to relig10ns, and therefore iıdeally should
establısh basıs for the discussıon ın be consıderıng Chrıstian salvatıon ın rela-

the conference of Chrıstian salvatıon 1n tıon LO other experı1ences and cConcepts.
hıs 15 Tea 1ın which haverelatıon LO pluralısm, and LO make

limıted contrıbution LO the question of competence. 'The MOST useful thıng that
salvatıon 1ın relatıon tO pluralısm 1ın the INaYVy be able tOo do 1S5 tO Lr y tOo consıder

Chrıstian salvatıon 1ın relatıon LO otherHirst CeENTUFrY. begın wıt SOTNE prelımı-
Na remarks that wiıll a1m LO define OU.  — relıg10ns ın the ancıent world In thıs
task connection it partıcularly 1MpOor-

Although thıs subject 1S5 of central tant LO LO ask what W as involved 1ın the
experıence of salvatıon, SINCEe have theimportance 1n the Bıble and 155 reated 1ın
hunch that Vou experıence certaın thıngsthe standard theologıical dietionarıes and

encyclopaedıas, it has had remarkably Chrıstian belıever which VOu don’t
lıttle attention directed LO ıt. 1ın theologıcal experıence elsewhere. have 1n mınd the

fact that the language of relıg10us eVO-monographs. 'T ’he 0)81 recent work that 1S tıon and spıirıtualıty INnNaYy be vVer y sımılaraddressed diırectly and specıfically to sal-
vatıon 1S the very valuable monograph by 1ın different relıgz10ns, and that people tend
Michael Green.* The question 1S whether TLO thınk of Chrıstianıty and other relı-

10NS offerıng dıfferent routes LO thethe subject has een otherwiıse neglected SaIinNe goal. 'T00 ften the attentiıon centresbecause scholars thınk that there 15 noth-
ıng Ne LO Sa V about ıt and that iıt 15 not the final goal, 1n the popular iıdea that

INa y dıfferent roads lead LO heaven, and
sıgnıfıcant other theological COIl- that ıt doesn’t matter hıch OIl VoOu take

cepts shall hope tO show that ıt. 1S5 both beheve rather that the road ıtself 1S
ımportant and rewardıng toO gıve ıt experıence of salvatıon, an thınk that
consıderatıon. the strongly SUPPOrTtSWe ATe dealıng ıth cConcept and 'The contrıbution of thıs aper, there-
not Just word-group, and therefore fore, 111 be to delıneate the understand-
cannot confine OU. attentıon sımply to the ng of salvatıon 1ın the New Testament and
soterıa word-group, whiıich 1S hat artıcles
1n reference works tend tO do On the 0)]81

LO ffer SOINE cComparısons wiıt. other relı-
g10NS of the tıme. From thısuit IMNaYy

hand, then, shall not be lookıng aT the be possible tOo TAaW SOTNE essons for Our
usSes of the ‘save’ STOUP of words hıch AT contemporary sıtuatıon.
concerned wıt. health, TESCUE irom dan-
ger an the lıke On the other hand, alvatiıon ın the New Testamentshall be lookıng at. aspects of salvatıon
whiıich are expressed 1n other termınology. First of all, then, ıntend LO SUuUmMMATISE
We shall have LO take the rısk of openıng hat thınk Ar the maın poınts 1ın the
the floodgates tO MOST of the soteriologıcal understandıng of salvatıon 1ın the New
termınology ın the Nevertheless, 'Testament My choıice of comments 15
shall restraın ourselves from discussıng made wıth 1eW to future Comparısons,
the whole of the N'T! but hope that nonetheless ıt 1S 1Te4SO0O1M-

partıcular COINlCEeT'I) of thıs COI- ably comprehensıve and not bıassed 1ın
ference 1S Chrıstianıty 1n relatıon TtO other an partıcular direction. Our startıng
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po1ın must be the understandıng of salva- already Justified already redeemed
t1o0Nn the early church rather than already reconcıled LO God hus salvatıon
consıderatıon of the teachıng of Jesus and Ca be understood present pOSSCS-

S1011 and there element ofthe CEXDECTIENC of people durıng hıs
lıfetiıme about 1T regardless of differences VeTr the

question whether PeTrSON Ca ‘lose sal-
vatıon It has sometımes een argued that

Future delıverance Paul 0€eS nOot speak of people beıng
SLAtTEe of salvatıon ere an 110 but thısThe rıght place to begın ıth the use of

salvatıon termıinology wıt. respect tO the conclusıon reached only by regardıng
future STLALE of indıyıduals Whether Ephesıans (wıth iIts clear statemen
nOTt regard 1T being necessarıly Hirst pOoSt Pauline and Dy evacuatıng

ımportance central element the other EXTS of theır clear MeEeaNINS Rom
Concept of salvatıon the hope of 8:24 Cor 1:18 21 15:2 2 Cor 6:2 hıl

eıng saved from condemnatıon al the 12) What have here, then
last Judgment It has een noted that afırmatıion that people Ca already know
sıgnıfıcant number of references tO beıng that they AaTe rıght relatıonshıp ıth
saved Paul and elsewhere Al the (30d and that the final Judgment 11
future tense and refer to being delivered confirm thıs exıstıng relatiıonshıp rather
from the wrath to COTNE Rom than establiısh 1T for the Hirst Liıme
Cor 3:15 Phıl 1:28 eb 9:28 1 Pet

Other language pPO1NTS the SaImne
diırection Entry 1Into the kıngdom of (G0d Present transformatıon

regularly the future tense and the It 1910) of quıte eruc1ı1al ımportance TLO
language often iındıcates that future emphasıse that VaTrıl0us WaYyYsS B Pr

ent CEXDECTIENC of salvatıon 90€5S beyondex1ıstence wıth God envisaged The COIN-

cept of eternal lıfe vVe clearly refers tOo merely beıng placed 1T WerTe 1E

lıfe which never-ending the future CategorYy, that of people wh AT forgıven
Sıgniıficant thematıc sect1o0ns aul ATe and reconcıled Salvatıon makes vıtal
concerned ıth the resurrectıon of the dıfference tO people here and 110 hıs
dead and heavenly ex1istence wiıt. the expressed INan y dıfferent WaYysSs for 1T
ord The word saved’ used thıs multı faceted CEXPETIENCE
ontext because the thought of beıng One broad understandıng of thıs CXPECTIN1-
delivered rescued from Judgment the EINCE terms of 1ie birth rebıirth
wrath of (J0d and destruction al of which Although thıs terminology not all that

ITAT the fate of those whi do nOot know God frequent the New Testament
do nOot accept the gospel Inevıtabily, the sufficıently wıdespread LO iındıcate that

language aCQUlLTES posıtıve tones because early Chrıstians regarded themselves
the alternatıve tO beıng ‘lost’ ınf1i- havıng entered 111e kınd of ex1istence
nıtely desıirable whiıich due RO SOINE dıyıne actıon upOoN

them In the ancıent world the language
of 111e birth W as quıte COININOIN and Was

Present SfAaEiuUSs used tO CXPTECSS anı y kınd of decısıve 111e

ımportant corollary of thıs hope of begınnıng, the WaY which might
future salvatıon ı the CEXPDPETIENCE of pres- speak of the rebırth of natıon of
ent forgıveness of S1115 Usıng Varı0us dilapıdated TEa of Lown of ınter-
CONCeEePTS the wrıters depict the PTFCS- est, partıcular kınd of 1T not
ent sıtuatıon of the Chrıistian ONeEe necessarıly CONVEYV the iıdea of spirıtual
which they Ca be SUTeE of thıs future metaphysical change A+ however
salvatıon because decısıve event has S INOTE arTrOW that the Concept
taken place theır lıves whiıich TeMmMOoo{oVes used the New 'Testament tO ındıcate

that real change takes place thefrom them the fear of Judgment Already
they have wıth God they AT indivıdual that they have 1E
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nature ATrTe brought ınto ex1istence bıblical wrıters sımply do not yıeld LO thıs
111e plane (spirıtual opposed to mate- temptatıon, except perhaps 1ın margınal

instances. Overwhelmingly when (+0d 18ral thıs-worldly). 'The baptısm of
OChrıistian behievers becomes INOTE than spoken of Father, he 1S the father of hıs
rıte of ınıtıatıon ınto NEW community faıthful people. 'To have God Father ın

enrolment iınto the hıst of those wh AaTrTe biblical terms 1S to have relatıonshıp
hıich 1S nNOt COITINIMMNOIN to humanıtyforgıven; ıt. signıfies the real en of old
whole and which leads hıs sıde tOlıfe and the begıinnıng of NDNEW. It needs TLO

be distinguished from adoption and divine partıcular love and CONCETIMN for hıs
sonshıp ıth which it 1S connected; 1E children.
birth 15 INOTE concerned wıt the begın- (b) second aspect of thıs experıence

1S that the saved people AT brought iıntonıng of Nne lıfe than wıth the establısh-
ment of DE W parenthood whereby SOTNE kınd of relationshıp wıth Jesus
OChristjans ATre reckoned to be children of Chrıst. T’hey Ar’e saıld LO be 1ın Christ’.
God hıs expressıon 1S used wıth remarkable

frequency ın the wrıtıngs of Paul, SOINEC
160 tımes ın the whole Pauline u  9

Spirıtual relationshıps and Iso 1ın Peter, and ıt. 1sS of absolutely
Alongsıde thıs Ne ex1ıstence, however, central ımportance 1ın understandıng hıs
there 1S5 Iso the 111e relationshıip tO God theology of salvatıion.* It 1S used ın LWO
whiıich mMuUuUSt NO be separately discussed related Ways On the 0)e1 hand, ıt 18 used

matter of great ımportance 1n ıts OW. adverbiıally to CXPTCSS the WaY ın hıch
rıght We have LO do ıth the establıish- (30d cts owards hıs people, both ın
ment of lınks between behllevers and theır Conveyıng hıs blessıings tO them and ın

makıng hıs demands upOoN them HeGod which beyond merely formal rela-
tiıonshıps and ınvolve Varıo0ous kınds of grants spirıtual blessings 1ın Christ’ and
spirıtual assoc1ılatıon. 'The word ““dentifica- he calls them to lıve In the OoTrd’
tion 18 sometımes used ıth reference LO convınced that Neugebauer 15 correct ın
SOINE of these, when people Sa y that We hıs understandıng of thıs phrase S1g-
AT identified ıth Christ 1ın hıs death and nıfyıng that the lıfe of the saved people 1S
resurrection’, but 1ın V1eW of the notor10us determıned and controlled by the fact of
slıpperıness of the term deliberately the erucıfied and rısen Savıo0ur. But,
refraın from usıng it; ıt Causes much the other hand, the phrase 1sS Iso used
confusıon. hıs 1E relatıonshıp Ca be adjectivally to speak of people who ATe 1ın
helpfully categorısed 1n terms of the three Chrıst., and here, whıiıle Neugebauer’s
PeTSONS 1ın the Godhead. interpretatıon 15 correct, ıt. 1S difficult not

(a) 'T’he first aspect of thıs relatiıonshıp tO SCEC Iso SOINEC element of close spırıt-
1S wıth (iod the Father. 'T ’hose wh. ATrTe ual relationshıp between the saved people
saved 110 have God theır Father an theır Savlour; SOINE of OU. modern
trust that do not eed LO remınd thıs translatıons 1n fact paraphrase the word-
audıence that 1n the Bıble whole the ıng ın such form ‘to OSe wh: ATe ın
fatherhood of (+0d 18 concept that unıon ıth COhrıst). Whether not thıs
CXPTeSSECS hıs relationshıp LO those wh latter understandıng 1S correct, there 155
ATe hıs spirıtual children by adoption and doubt that un1ıon ıth Christ 15
not hıs relationshıp to humankınd 1ın genN- expressed ın the language which refers LO
eral 1ın that he 18 theır creator. 'The temp- behevers dyıng and rısıng wıth Chrıst.
tatıon LO thınk of God the father of all T'here 15 SOINE kınd of relatıonshıp
people by viırtue of ecreatıon 15 powerful spirıtual plane between behllevers and
ONC, strengthened by the fact that ın theır ord In the Johannıne wrıtiıngs thıs
INan y other relıgı1ons the SUPTEME 1S 1s5 expressed by language which refers LO
the unıversal father of the human TAaCce Christ being 1n belıevers and belıevers
But thıs 1s not the Case 1ın the Bıble, and ıt being 1ın hım, and the SaIinle kınd of thıng
18 thus all the INOTEe impressıve that the 1s saıd about the Word and the Father
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ıth the Greek word MmenO being CSPEC- place 1ın the ame of Jesus!’. There 1S
clally used LO CXDICSS the relationshıiıp. experıence of cComMmMmMUNıl]ıoON ıth (+0d 1n the
Here, then, the Janguage of recıprocal actual PTraVer. There 1S Iso the makıng of
indwelling 1S used to CXPICSS profound petitions LO hım hıch ATrTe answered,
spirıtual unıty. that Varı0us events 1ın the world Ca  - be

(c) And, thırdly and inevıtably, understood 0d’s LO the PraYy-
have the relatiıonshıp of the saved people eTrTs of hıs people. recognıse that both of
LO the Holy Spırıt. hıs 1S found ın varıo0us these thıngs Ca be interpreted otherwıse.
ypes of express10n, of which sıngle out 'The knowledge of God 1ın praver Ca be
LWwWwO explained ın psychologıical terms, and the

Fırst, there AT frequent references to events that ın anıswer LO prayver C
be understood fortunate coıncıdences.personNs ‘havıng" the Spirıt, expressed 1ın

WaY which suggests that the Spıirıt 1S In other words, ıt 155 hard LO provıde ‘hard
SOTNE kınd of transformıng hıch evidence’ of these spıirıtual experl1ences
Ca gıve them the abılıty for these charıs- that would be compellıng LO 11011-
matıc and ethıcal qualıties. And, second, behever. recognıse Iso that the question
there AaATe places where the Spiırıt 15 COINl- of the attıtude of (10d LO the Pravers of
ceived personal ın the Sarine WaY the non-Christians needs further discussıon.
Father the Son, that the belhıever 1S5 (b) Second, there 15 the relatıonshıp
not much gıven hat miıight be ar- ıth ‚Jesus which 1S sımılar LO that wıth

the Father. 'The language of Chrıstianded impersonal but rather
iınto spirıtual relatiıonshıp wıt. pıety includes references LO 'knowıng

PeTrSON. COChrist’ havıng cCOoMMUN1]1ON ıth Chrıist
It wıll be evıdent that these three Sets which agaın suggest SOTINE kınd of spırıt-

ual experıence that 1S Ve real to behev-of relatıiıonshıps overlap Ver v consıderably
wıth ONe another, and that ıt 1S not T'  N In partıcular, for INa y Christians
possıble to dıstinguısh sharply between thıs experıence 1S especlally lınked ıth
them, but SOINE experı1ences AT INOTE the sacraments. At least, ıt 1S tied LO the
aptly and easıly expressed 1ın terms of ON Lord’s Supper which 1S interpreted
relatıonshıp rather than the others. fellowshıp ıth the ord and 1S regarded

have developed these poınts rather ‘means of blessing”. Cur10usly, spırıt-
fully because, sald, they aAaTe of eruc1al ual experıence 1S5 nOot usually lınked LO the
ımportance. They lead LO ımportant baptısm of behevers 1ın the Sarmne kınd of
conclusıon. Salvatıon ınvolves the CTE WAaY, and the reception of the Spirıt at
tıon of personal relatıonshıp between baptısm and the eNtry ınto 1E rela-
the saved PEeTSONN and the trıune G0d tiıonshıp LO God 0€eS not normally lead tO
ımportant aspect of salvatıon, therefore, spirıtual experı1ence, although wıthın

SOTINE Chrıstian cırcles baptısm INaYy be1s the lıyıng Out of thıs personal relatıon-
shıp. There 1S somethıng that Ca call accompanıed by speakıng 1ın tongues
Chrıstian experıence. sımılar iındıcators of spırıtual experı1ence.

ote ın passıng that ıntense JOVY aPPCars
LO have een accompanıment of bap-
tısm 1n thePresent spırıtual experiences

My ext po1ın 1S ın effect second conclu- hıs INa y be the approprılate Juncture LO
S10N drawn ifrom hat have Just saıld mentıon the fact of mystical experı1ences
about the realıty of thıs personal relatıon- 1n which person MaVYy have SOTINE kınd of

dıirect experıence of (G0d It 18 TeCa ofshıp ıth God It 1S the basıs for number
of experı1ences and other phenomena hıch have close knowledge, and
hıch characterıse the sSaved people an shall nNnOot attempt to develop ıt beyond the
make them dıfferent from other people I1NeTe observatıon that ıt needs to be
wh AarTre not Saved. included 1ın SUTVC Y.

(a) Fırst, the relationshıp wıth God (c) Thırd, COINE LO the relationshıp
Father 1S5 the basıs for DTayer which takes wıth the Holy Spiırıt; here there T1SEe
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number of ıdentihable and observable wonders 1n theır mıdst (Gal 9245 It
traıts of character an specıfıc actıyıtıes. IMaYy be possıble to analyse these events
Beıing saved, 1n short, makes PCIrSoN ultimately being indıyıdual experı1ences,
dıfferent ere an NO First, have but ıt. 1S hard to avo1d the impress10n that
reference LO Varı0us ‘gift8’ of the Spırıt God deals ıth congregatıons n  e-.
hıch AaTe imparted to people, 1VINg them gatıons and that they Ca collectively
Varıo0ous abılıtıes which are apparently not experı1ence hım (I’hıs should nNOLT surprıse
theırs by nature-the capacıty LO reCeE1IVve when ear ın mınd that ordınary
revelatıons from God, the capacıty LO human qss0oclatıons Ca have collective
CENSALC ın inspıred speech (whether 1ın experı1ences and COITININONMN ‘'hıstory'.)
theır OW. language ın ‘other| ton-
gues’), the capacıty tOo work miıracles such

healıng, the capacıty LO take certaın ne VWUO'Y of lwwvıiıng
kınds of leadershıp role 1ın the church. Wıthın thıs STroOuUp salvatıon 15 experienced
Second, there ATre Varı0ous ethıcal qualitıes and expressed ın relatıonshıp of mutual
whose 1ın people’s lıves 1S asSCr1- love Thiıs relatiıonshıp naturally leads LO
bed LO the effect of the Spirıt; the key esh understandıng of ethıcs, the
reference here 1S Gal 5:929f. wıth ıts devel- framework of the WaYyY>S 1n which people
opment of the metaphor of frunt behave owards ON another. We need tO

explore whether the experıence of hrıs-In these Varıous WaYys, then, the exper1-
EINCE of salvatıon leads LO certaın things tıan salvatıon leads LO 1e ‘standards’ 1n
happenıng 1ın people’s lıves which they that the Christian WaYy of lıfe Sets ıdeals
Ca regard the evıdence of salvatıon that AT not recognısed elsewhere 1n SOC1-

eLYy and ın that it Iso offers the possıbılıtyand whiıich they would Iso regard
being peculıar to saved people. of hıgher level of attaınmen through

the of the Holy Spirıt In anı Casc,
dıstinctive Chrıistian ethıc eMETSECS, and

Corporate experıence of salvatıon the adherence of people LO thıs rather
'The experı1ence of salvatıon have than LO SOINE other WaYV of lıfe INaV ell be
deseribed it. 1S ındıyıdual and personal. regarded specıfic outworkıng of salva-
Nevertheless, ıt. cannot be experienced ın tıon. 49 SOTINE extent at least ıt could be
ı1solatıon from other people. 'The 9rTr0uD of regarded specıifically ‘learned’ behav-
saved people constitute the church/', an 10Ur behavıour that 1S induced through
thıs fact 1S expressed 1n number of PCCI wıthın the STrOUD, and ıt.
concepts. What 1S sıgnıfıcant for ou.  — PUTFr- could be regarded being facılıtated by
POSC 1S that the church 1s5 not sımply membershiıp of the STr0UuUp (ın the WaYVY 1ın
assocl1atıon of lıke-minded people. which people 1ın general INaYVy behave dıf-

Fırst, the church 1sS deser1bed 1n WaYS ferently 1ın and INaYy find that they
hıch gıve ıt spıirıtual exıstence, such have the determınatıon an capacıty for
the ‘body’ of Chrıst, Christ 15 the V1IN! behavıour that ould not normally be
tOo hıch believers AaTe Joiıned. There 1s characterıstic of them)
thus spirıtual, corporate Sroup brought T’hıs leads LO sıgnıfıcant negatıve
into exıstence by God, which 1s the COUTNN- observatıiıon. Chrıstian salvatıon 1s
terpart of the Ne indıvıdual. In full understood ın the New Testament 1n polıt-
development of the topıc ıt ould be 1cal terms, that 1s tLO SaY, Ne COITININU-

NECESSATYV LO emphasıse that thıs SroOup nal STLAtEe of affaırs brought about by
stands 1n continulty wıth ‘Israel’, the PCO- powerful ruler 1mMpos1ing and law
ple of (+0d that ex1isted from the call of and order. It exısts wıthın polıtical sıtua-
Abraham onwards. tıons that mMaYy be ınımıcal to it at worst,

Second, the church, lıke the ındıvıdual, neutral, rare 0OCcCas]ıons INOTeE less
Ca ave spırıtual experıences. aul talks Chrıstian 1ın inspıration. But salvatıon 1S
of God bestowıng the Holy Spirıt the not brought about by polıtıcs and it 15 NOt
communıty and performıing S1gNSs and expressed 1ın polıtical terms. Rather, the
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church 15 meant LO sShow the SOTrT of have the to control human lıfe
character whiıich polıtical salvatıon Nothing Ca separate behevers from the
miıght achıleve. It should be the kıngdom love of God COChrıst has trıumphed OVeTr
of God ın local manıfestatıon. whatever POWEIS there INaYy be Chrı1s-

tıians have freedom from fear.
Yet there 1S SOINE uncertaınty here:

Satan continue to be actıve an to bePhysıcal salvatıon ®
further negatıve poınt should Iso be foe wh: must be resisted, an there 1S

made We have noted that salvatıon W as War agaınst spirıtual POWCTIS. There 15
foe, but he 15 defeated foe hus haveaccompanıed LO certaın extent by S18NS something of the SAaImne ‘already but noOotand wonders of mıraculous nature. But

there 1S5 anı suggestion that the yet fully’ tensıon that ave already
human body wiıll be free from physıcal found tOo be characterıstic of the New

Testament understandıng of salvatıonlımıtatıons, iıllness and decay, NOr that
generally.believers 111 be delivered from hostilıty

and opposıtıon. Salvatıon o0€es not 106411

the outward transformatıon of the body.
But ıt o0es INnecan that there 1S kınd of Girace and faıth

Salvatıon 15 always regarded the gıft ofspirıtual change go1ing which wıll be
brought TO completion at the awaıted God LO people who accept ıt 1ın attıtude
second Comıng of the ord that 1S5 summed faıth Faıth

We could Sa y that both of these negatıve includes repentance and commıtment, but
ıt. excludes doing thıngs that AT regardedpoınts refer LO experıence of salvatıon ın

the present world-order. It wıll be dıffer- makıng the person worthy deserving
ent ın the world tO COIMNC, when (z0d 1S al of 0d’s gıift, and ıt. Iso excludes al ıdea
1ın all, when a ]] opposıtıon tO hım 1s that people receıve salvatıon through

heredity through belongıng tO anı y Dar-quelled, and when corruption 1S5 replaced
by incorruption. One could SaY, there{fore, ticular SrTroOuUp natıon. The New esta-
that the hope of polıtical salvatıon and ment teachıng about faıth best
freedom from physıcal corruption 1s5 ohıf- understood corollary of ıts under-
ted tO the world tO COINE ın the New standıng of the character and actıvıty of
Testament. It 1sS not lost, but ıt 1s deferred, G0d lovıng and SrTaC1l0uS, and thıs could
and all that have ATe intımatıons, brief lead ınto discussıon of the biıblical
antıcıpatıons of the future ın the lıfe of doectrine of the nature of God hıch 1s5 the
the church an 1n the g1ıfts of the Spirıt basıs for all that has een sa1ıd But the
hıch (:0d g1ves accordıng tO hıs OW. 111 temptatıon mMusSst be resisted because OU.  —
and not regular accompanıment of a1m 1sS tOo focus attention salvatıon
salvatıon. rather than tOu the whole of Chrıs-

tıan doctrine 1ın OUT attempt TtO COMPDATEC
Chrıistianıty wıt. other relıg10ns. Sufhfhce

Princıpalıtıes and 0Wers ıt. tO SaVv that salvatıon 1S5 from Hirst tO last
the result of divıne 9raCle, an ıt 1SOne exception MaYy need tOo be made LO

thıs statemen Because of ıts ıimportance receı1ved by faıth, the attıtude of Ltrust and
1n relatıon LO other relig10ns 1ın the commıtment tO the Savıour which
ancıent world ıt constitutes specıfic excludes an Y suggestion that human

works of rıghteousness, belongıng tOopoınt tO be made for ıts OWIN sake,
although it mıght have een ıncluded the rıght STrOUpPp of people Dy birth
passıng remark under another headıng. whatever contrıbute to ıt. 'To be SUTr'
Salvatıon 1S5 understood LO ınclude delıv- there 1s paradox here 1ın that behevers

ATe called tO SETVE God an to work OutEeTalNlcCce of people from whatever spirıtual
POWETS of evıl there MmMaYy be actıve 1n the theır salvatıon; faıth works by love But
world ate and demoniıc POWECTI'S longer the insıstence that Ca do nothıng LO
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gaın salvatıon Dy Our OW.: efforts 1S abso- object of Praver LO Yahweh, whether ın
lutely fundamental. petition for hıs actıon 1ın thanks for
These poınts hopefully SU. the maın hat he has done, there 1S nothıng SPDEC-

clally relıg10us spıirıtual about hataspects of salvatıon ın the New Testa-
W as ogranted, and the spıirıtual sıde ofment. They AT concerned wıth the exper1- thıngs hes rather 1ın the general ontext ofENCE of believers after the Easter and

Pentecost events. 'The sıtuatıon before sıtuatıon where people believe that
Kaster 1ın the lıfetime of Jesus 1, these benefits COMNE from Yahweh and

DPTaYV to hım concernıing them In otherhınted, somewhat dıfferent, and not
SUTeE that ıt 15 profitable for 1 thıs words, they ATre Seen ın rel1ig10us ONtText

to ınvestigate the relatıonshıp and thereby ave spirıtual aspect LO
between discıpleship before Easter an them
salvatıon fter Easter. thınk it 15 true tO (b) 'The word ‘ssalvatıon’ Ca COME TtO
SaVvy that the discıples of ‚Jesus WerTe the denote the general welfare of the indıvıd-
recıpıents of salvatıon prıor tO hıs death, ual, includıng the benefits Just referred LO
but for PUrPpDOSC it 1S not sensıble TO but Iso encompassıng general whole-

NEeESsSS 1n lıfe, of securıty anddiscuss thıs rather academıc question. CONSCIOUSNESS of 0d’s favour. hus theAt the SaIne tıme, it Ca be saıd that
surely these poıints ATe equally character- dıvıdıng line between dıfferent kınds of
istıic of contemporary Christianıity, should benefit 18 nOt hard and fast

want LO COMPATE OUT OWIN Concept an (c) The lınk wıth such specıfic benefits
experiıence of salvatıon wıth that of other forgıveness 1sS not absent. Conse-
relız10ns. Or, tLO put the poınt otherwise, quently, Ca surely speak of genuıine
ould hope that hat have sald far experıence of salvatıon the part of
could be regarded erıterion for SOTNE of the people of Israel, an could
OW: Christian experıence; the New Testa- probably attest the somewhere
ment shows hat OUuUrTr experıence of other of MOST of the ingredients ın the
salvatıon should be liıke Chriıstian package, whıiıle admıtting that

alt an y gı1ven poınt there 111 be INOTeEe of
IL er Religions ın the Ancient selection an less of the whole package
or an that certaın elements ATe eıther

absent less developed; here 0)81 thıinks
The ext aspect of Our topıc 1s COIMNDAT- obvıously of the absence of relatiıonshıp
1son between the Chrıstian understand- tO ‚Jesus Chrıst an TLO the Holy Spirıt But
ing of salvatıon an the understandıngs the lines of continulty AT such that
that WerTrTe prevalent ın the ancıent world ATe speakıng of the Same basıc
Here freely confess consıderable indebt- experıence.
edness LO the valuable study of (d) Where the dıffers from the
Green. 1S 1ın the WaYy 1ın hıch ıt. regards Israel

saved communıty TLO which people
T’he Old Testament belong ‘automatıcally’ by being raclally

In order LO proceed quickly tO the maın part of: In theory al Israel ATe Saved. At
ODI1C, go1ng to deal faırly brıiefly ıth the SaImne tıme, however, SOINE indıvıiduals
the Concept of salvatıon 1ın the Cut themselves off from God by S1INS, and

others CXPDTESS close relatıonship to hım(a) There 185 extensıve terminology
of ‘salvatıon’ words 1n the Old JTestament, 1ın the language of the Psalms. The QUeS-
and iıt 1s ımportant to note that the word tıon of the relatiıonshıp between outward
‘Save’ o0eSs not automatıcally connote SDIT- belonging tO the people of God an spırıt-
ıtual salvatıion. ften the reference 15 to ual experı1ence 1Ss not raısed. We have LO
deliverance from enemıles LO LTESCUE remember Iso that the Concept of
from immınent death tO healıng from after-lıfe 1s margınal tO the OT, and the
disease; eVen when these thıngs are the decisive question of who wiıll share ın

36 UuroJTh



Ihe Nature of Christian Salvation ®

future lıfe 1ın the of God 1S5 sımply omMe backıng for thıs general 1e W 1S
nOot raı1sed for the MOST. part afforded by the fact that, Contrary to the

wıdespread V1eW that first-century EewWwSs
1n genera! belıeved that al CIrCcumMcCISeEedJudaıism

'The question becomes the INOTe acute ews would be saved, there W as number
when INOVEeEe Out of the ıtself ınto the of which held LO remnant theol-
Juda1sm of the time of Jesus. they beheved that only smaller

group wıthın generally apostate natıonOur problem here, whiıich Cannot dıs- would CSCaPDc dıvıne Judgment, and thatCUSS ıth the detaıl that iıt really
demands, 18 ollows: Granted that thıs smaller SroOup W as to be ıdentined
Juda1sm professed tO be the diırect COTMN-

ıth theır OWTI partıcular SeCTt wıth ıts
partıcular pattern of godly behavıour.tinuatıon of the relıgı1on of the Old Testa- 'T ’hıs V1eW 1S clearly reflected ıInment, why W as ıt that the early church wrıtings of the inter-testamental per10d,reached the conclusıon that ıt W as

longer acceptable LO God Rom 0°'311.)7 includıng Jubilees, Enoch and Ezra,
'The sımple ALLSWEeT 1S that by and large ıt ell the ead Sea Scrolls.® hat 1S5 LO

SaY, have close parallel to the WaY ınrefused to accept ‚Jesus the Messıah; whiıich early Chrıstjans for theır partews wh looked forward, 1n accordance regarded themselves the saved r’eIMN-ıth prophecy, to the cComıng of the Mes-
sıah not accept that ‚Jesus W as the nant; there Was nothing unusual about
Messıjah. hıs opposıtıon Was related by the development of yet another Sroup

which behlhıeved that ıt W as the truly savedaul tO lack of belıef Iın God and LO the people an that those outsıde WerTe lostdevelopment of relıgıon whiıich went Now the corollary of thıs 1e W 1S, ofabout thıngs 1ın the NWAaY, depending
the works of the law for Justificatıon COUT'SC, that people ın these SEeCTs regarded

instead of faıth 1n Chrıst Chrıstian themselves, rıghtly wrongly, being
saved (whatever the precıse termınologyews iıdentihed themselves the p10us they used) 1+ would, therefore, be iınter-remnant of true belıevers, remnant esting tO determiıine how far the character-which W as of COUTSE@ enlarged LO include istıcs of Chrıistian salvatıon Ca be tracedthe belıeving gentiles. hus they Came tO 1ın the dıfferent Juda1sms of the per10d. Inbeheve that ıt W as faıth 1ın God, 1ın T’O- V1eW of hat have Just sald, there 1s

prılate terms for the per10d before the 1e45S0N tO doubht that ere Ca ave een
Comıng of the Messıah, hıch W as the genuıne experJıences of salvatıon wıthın
true erıterıon of the people of God Those
ıth true behef 1ın God would take the

these by godly indıvıduals. It 1S5
equally possıble that SOTINE people IMNaYyrıght step orward and beliıeve 1n ‚Jesus have used the rıght language and had

the Messıah, Just ‘Abraham Sa form of godlıness but lacked the
day and rejoı1ced’ (John 8:56) thereof, Just happened 1ın first-centuryWe ca then, talk of real experience Chrıistianıty (2 1ım 310 and Just hap-of salvatıon the part of devout Jews, PCNS today when people SINg hymnstypıfıed Dy Zecharıah an Elızabeth, OCor- Sa V Prayers wıthout really belıevıngnelıus an others, whi welcomed the COI- understandıng hat they AT doing Er
ıng of the Messıah, but ıt. ould SEEIN that perhaps should Iso be saıd that ıt 1s
theır experıence of all the blessings of possıble for people LO be doctrinally 1n
salvatıon W as partıal. Other Jews, the 1Tr0OTr morally sınful an yet to have
kınd of Sadducees an Pharısees who had genuılne experıence of (+0d and of
become worldly and self-rıghteous, would salvatıon.
have cut themselves off from such bless- From Chriıstian poınt of V1EeW, which

claıms that the Messı1ah Christ hadings. In terms of eNtrYy ınto the final STATtEe
of salvatıon, wh Ca doubt that Corne- COTNIE 1ın Jesus, the test of genuıne Jewısh
lıus, had he diıed before he met Peter, relıgıon lay 1ın acknowledgment of hım
would have een saved? 'The decisive question 1s expressed 1ın .JJohn
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6:42, where ‚Jesus 1S represented SaVy- tO confer thıngs that Cannot be
ıng tOo the Pharisees: °If God WeTe VOUr gaıned by ordınary human effort. They
Father, vVvou ould love I] for Came control that which 1s beyond human COIN-
from God and 110 ere have not trol Alongside such benefits there W as
COINE OW. but he Sent me. 'T’he test Iso the kınd of benefhts that could be
of whether people wh claım LO ave God bestowed Dy polıtical figures. capable

Father really ATre children of God 18 ruler could SaVe hıs people from theır foes
whether, when they hear of Jesus, they and gıve them PrFrOSPCrOUS and SECUTE
love hım the test 1s negatıve, then theır lıfe The Roman CINDETOT W as regarded
claım to ave (God Father 1S5 EMPTY. the Savıour of hıs people because he
i should, therefore, not surprıse established throughout the empıre.

that there 1S whole host of parallels to Durıng the ımperal per10d there Was
Christian salvatıon-language ın the wrıt- the whole freedom ifrom iınternal conflict
Ings of Judaısm, especlally 1ın the pıety by contrast wıth the Herce Cıvıl WAars

durıng the Hirst CeNtUrYy B notexpressed 1ın SOTINE of the ead Sea Secrolls.
forbear from analysıs, but thınk that it forgetting that there Were good

would be true toO SaVvy that there AaTre paral- and bad and that there W as cıvıl
lels tO IMNanYy indıvıdual ıtems ın the hrıs- War ın 69, the VCar of the four CT-

OT'  N The people wıthın the empıre WerTeEetıan package but not LO the package
whole, princıpally because of the lack of safe irom external enemı1es, although
knowledge of ‚Jesus Christ hımself. there WeTITe border where conflict

raged There W as ımposed unıty
the peoples ın the empire, andHellenıistic Relıgion-the Search for

Salvatıon Man y of them en]Joyed prosperı1ty an
We 110 INOVeE into the Tea of Hellen- wealth. It W as thus plausıble LO develop

polıtical ıdeology of the kınd found 1n theistıic Relıgıon 1ın general. Augustan pOoets, Vırgıl and Horace, wh(a) Green takes the finding of
Ramsay that lots of people ın the acclaımed the CINDECTOTF the bringer of

ancıent world prayed hyper soterıas. What and plenty, and for LO
celebrate theır OW: achıevements for

wWerTe they hoping to get? 'The term theır subjects. The tradıtıon of dubbingAPDPCATS tO multitude of thıngs and ruler Soter/Salvator/Conservator,ıt could perhaps best be summarısed
‘well-being”’, embracıng good health an

which SO€ES back at least far Phıiılıp of
Macedon, W as naturally taken VeT for

FECOVETV from 1seases and accıdents, the Roman ruler-cult, whiıichTeedom from War and sımılar perıls, fer- DgaVve dıvıne honours LO the ruler, hadtılıty for the farmer, and 1ın general the
thıngs that make 0)81 contented an already developed Hellenistic

rulers, and for OUT PUrposSes ıt. 1S uNnNnNneces-happy wıth lıfe People belıeved that anı Sa LO discuss the extent LO which theand all of these thıngs could be bestowed element of worship Wa attached to ıtby the gods, Just aÜas bad thıngs Iso Came
from the gods We have, therefore, the

1ın hat precıse the ruler W as ar-
ded diıvıne. It would certaınly not bebasıc belief that well-being and disaster surprısıng ıf PCeTrSoN who could provıde

AaTe both due LO divıne influences, an these benefhits W as regarded superhu-therefore people PraVy and sacrıfice and INa  m} and divine ıf he his sStTAate-
CarrT’ y Out other relıg10us duties ın order TtO machıne felt entitled TtO claım thıs status
SCCUTE divıne favour. But the actual bless- for hım
ıngs for which people PTaYy AaPPCATr tO be But the poınt tO be made here 1S that
natural benefhits opposed toO spirıtual the benefits 1ın question WerTe polıtical and
goods; the ontent of salvatıon 1S VE thıs-worldly. They WeTe ınevıtably fragıledıfferent from hat Was experı1enced ın an easıly destroyed, an they WeTe of
Christianity. limited extent-—-Caesar Ca gıve(b) The gods have the authority and from War but he cCannot gıve from
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SOTrTOW’ (Epictetus). What 1S5 covered by devotees and cult which included CeTrTe-
the term ‘salvatıon’ ın thıs ontext 15 mon1es of iınıtıatıon and continuıng INEeNM!-

purely polıtical, and agaın, therefore, ıt bershiıp. 'The cults fulfilled soc1al
stands lıttle comparıson wıth the spirıtual function Iso ın that they gathered people
salvatıon which Chrıstians claımed tOo together 1n relıg10us communıty which
en] W as sharply defined from socıety DYy the

rıte of inıtıatıon and the esoterıc nature of
Some Specıfic Forms of Hellenıstic the proceedings. 4 15 generally sa1d—-and

NOW of strong evıdence LO the COIN-Relıgıon trary-that there W as hlıttle emphasısSuch natıonal well-being depended partly
observance of relıg10us cults 'There moralıty, although rıtual cleanlıness W as

W as natıonal relıgıon alongs1ıde prıvate certaınly requırement the part of
inıtiates.cults hıch offered other things TLO theır 'The points of comparıson wıt. hrıs-devotees. The SUCCESS of the ruler depen- tıan salvatıon stand Out faırly obvıously.ded the favour of the gods So there

W as cult aımed at wınnıng the favour of There 0€eSs nOot SEEIN LO be anythıng COTTE@-

spondıng tO the Chrıstijan experıence ofthe gods tO aCct directly for the benefit of present salvatıon. There 1s5 correspond-the cıtızens LO confer blessing and ıng spıirıtual change ın people.SUCCESS the ruler Green makes dıs-
tinction between thıs relıgıo and the pr1- (b) Magıc, Astrology and Dıvınatıon

We 110 COINE to three hıch miıghtate relig10us actıyıtıes of indivıiduals ADPCAr to be termed relıg10us’ only byhıch ATe covered DYy the term superstıtıo. Courtesy. But glance at. the shelvesThese latter WerTe concerned ıth the
benefits that WerTrTe NnOt covered by the devoted TO relıgıon' 1n alıYy contemporary

bookshop wiıll show that OU. world haspolıtical ‘salvatıon)’ conveyed by the STLAate broad of the term which 111-cult, and 110 turn tOo them modate anythıng 1ın the ancıent world and(a) T’he Mystery Relıgıons Pre-eminent INOTeEe 'The first TEa 1s that of magıc. The
n these prıvate cults WerTe the Mys-
Lery Relıgions. T’here W as whole host of

ancıent Mediterranean world has bequea-
thed LO the archaeologıst 1ın partıcularthese and ıt 15 usual tO regard them ast collection of magıcal materı1als, luckyfamıly ıth simılarıties 1n structure, COIMN- charms, spells and invocatıons, descr1p-tent an soc1al funection. Whatever theır tiıons of rıtual practices which WeTe used

or1g1ns and hıstory, hıch ATe usually ın order to get specıfic thıngs lıke healıngtraced back LO prımıtıve fertilıty rıtuals, from 1seases and the expulsıon of
elements of hıch still persısted, ıt demons. Frustrated lovers used magıc to
APPCAaTrs that primarıly they offered hope
of better lıfe beyond the STave They get from the objects of theır

passıon, and barren couples sought tOo
conferred ımmortalıty theır devotees. gaın conception. Spells WerTrTe cast
On Occasıon the vocabulary of rTebıirth'’ 1S enemı1les LO brıng dısaster an EVEIN death
used, although ıts force 15 debated. There upoN them 'The whole thıng Ca be 75 K1s g00d evıdence that thıs language W as ded relıg10us 1ın that ıt Was attemptwıdespread ın the ancıent world to refer to infÄiuence spırıtual DOWETS, and 1ın that
to an kınd of 11e begınnıng, and there- ıt called uDOI Varıous gods and divıine
fore should not attach LOO precıse POWETS by aine., Jewısh and Chrıstian
force tOo ıt when encounter ıt 1n the dıyıne Aare found alongsıde Pan-
ontext of the Mysterıes. Nevertheless, ıf theon of non-Chrıistian gods and heavenly
ıt Was used, ıt ıdentihne the devotees and chthonic beings.
those who WEeTEe destined for eternal lıfe 'The second arca, closely connected wıth
after the STaVve, an thus the Mysterıes do the prevı1ous ONE, 15 that of astrology. 'The
provıde sıgnıficant parallel tOo the hrıs- heavenly bodıes WerTe conce1ved being
tıan faıth Further, there W as cChurchly’ either dıvıne beings closely lınked to
element ın that there W as STOUD of divine beings, and they WEeTeC regarded
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havıng control VeT different aspects of includes braef section Gnosticism.
have een uncertaın whether notuman lıfe an dıfferent people. Heavenly

mMoOovements of the Stars and planets WerTe should follow hıs example, SINCE Gnosti1-
regarded S1ZNS and portents of thıngs c1sm properly so-called 1S5 STrOUP of relı-
happenıng earth Here should INeN- 910US Systems clearly attested only from
tıon the belief 1ın ate Fortune (Tyche / the second Century and do not

1S(Fors) Fortuna). 'T’hıs word NOW how wıde followıng they had
conspıcuously absent from the and 15 SUSDeEeCLT that ıt Was consıderably less than
found only tımes 1n the (Is 6O:11,; of that of the Mysterıes. Nevertheless, the
people wh: worshıp KFortune and Destiny: attıtudes that fAowered Gnostic1ism ın
Gn S0111 of happıness g00d fortune; the second century AT 1n fact older, and
Macc 1:37 of ne’s personal lıfe); yet it 1S therefore the phenomenon 1S5 worthy of
accorded columns ın the standard mentıon here.
Greek Lexıcon, whiıich 1S quıte lengthy by Gnostics 1ın general sought LO attaın
the standards of that work. 'The belhief ın final unıon wiıt. the divine through
chance and uncertaınty became hardened knowledge of cosmologiıcal myt. They
for Man y ınto impersonal regarded salvatıon release from thıs
divine being materı.al world and the DOWEIS which held

ıt ın thrall, that the soul could make ıtsAstrology W as the SC1IENCE of determiın-
ıng hat W as tO happen by observıng the WaYy upward LO God 'T he Gnostics WerTe
celest1al S1eNS. wrıtiıng these words those wh had thıs knowledge and thus

afternoon ın May day when had the certaınty of ultımate salvatıon.
NOW that there wiıll be partıal eclıpse of They had COINE tO NOW theır tru!l identity
the SsSiL at 1830 BST, and do not regard an thus LO ESCADC from the darkness of
ıt supernaturally infiluencıng lıfe 1gnorance. T’hey regarded the body evıl
ÖOne Ca imagıne the wonder of ancıent and therefore salvatıon ıncluded ECSCADC
people at such arTre event and the from ıt, 'T’heır beliefs could iınclude

Redeemer wh descended LO the earthtendency LO assıgn sıgnıfıcance tLO ıt do
not know whether astrology extended LO from above and then returned.
tryıng tO infÄiuence the heavenly bodies What 18 NnOt clear 1S how far thıs led LO
an theır rulers. It 1S certaınly the Case present spırıtual experıence of an Yy kınd
that people felt themselves LO be under maJ)Jor problem 1s separatıng off the

elements 1n Gnosticeism which WeTetheır contraoal.
Along wıt. astrology should lınk derıved from Chrıstianıty Judaı1sm.

thırd VerYy characterıstic element ın Elements that resemble the character-
ancıent superstitıion, dıvınatıon, hıch istıcs of the Christian experıence of salva-
W asSs the art of foretelling the future and tıon have delineated it above INaYy
determıinıng whether the gods would pLr well Sprıng from the Chrıstian ase of
DCTI impede person’s actıon Dy al INa y of the Gnostic ystems 1ın the second
kınds of portents, the ancıent equıvalent CenturYy. So, for example, when find
of readıng fortunes from tea leaves; Ssacrı- teachıng about freedom from wıckedness
ficıng anımal and examınıng ıts 1n the Secret ooR of John,* thıs INaYy ell
entrauils, especlally ıts lıver, for unusual be Christian. 'There 1S VeEILYV Chrnıistian
S1gNsS, W as well-attested Roman colour to the Gospel of Iruth, which
practice. speaks about knowing the Father an

commends love But when set asıdeWe INaYy SCECINMN to have rather moved
aWAaV from salvatıon at thıs poıint, but ın the Christian elements, what ATe left
effect are looking al the kınd of thıngs ıth tıme and agaın 1S Sımply account
hıch 1n the ancıent world, 1ın the of myth, and ıt would SEEeTIN that the
modern, functioned kınd of substitute relıg10us actıvıty of the Gnostics lay 1ın the
and had strong followıng. composıtıon of these myths and

(c) Gnosticısm and the Hermetiıca In ably 1ın recıtatıon and medıiıtation based
hıs u of the ancıent world Green them
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So far Ca tell, Gnostic salvatıon 15 specıal problem 18 posed by the Cor
LO be understood ın terms of redemption DUS Hermeticum which falls wıthın the
an thıs 0eS nOot take place until the death general cCategory of Gnosticism.® Here
of the ındıvıdual.® What precedes redemp- there 15 much INOTeE explıicıt teachıng
tıon 15 probably better understood about present knowledge of (0d and
relıgıon, 1.e. Set of human behefs and experıence of rebırth through which
practices, rather than salvatıon, ın the person Ca be already ‘dıvıne) (CH 1L:26°

of the reception and experıence of 10:9) and iımmortal (CH 4  9 10:4)
dıvyıne transformatıion and entry ınto ‘Nobody Ca be saved before rebırth’ CCH
relatıonshıp wıth (G0d Gnostic behavıour 1s 183:1) The knowledge of (+0d alone 1s
all LOO scantıly attested; hear hlıttle of salvatıon (CH hıs knowledge
Varıo0us cultic rıtes and the usSe of psalms AaPPCAI’S LO be largely concerned ıth
and Pravers. But agaın do nOot know learnıng cosmologiıcal myth, 1ın Gnos-
whether ATr hearıng Chrıistian matenal ticısm (CH 1), but ıt LO beyond

purely Gnostic. 'Thus Rudolph quotes the thıs 1ın the WaYy ın whiıich knowledge about
des of Solomon examples of Gnostic PeTrSoN an knowledge of PeTSON mMaYy
hymns, and they speak of fellowshıp wıth tend tO wıth ach other Inıtıates
God 1ın strıkıng way.® But thıs 1S surely enter ınto lıfe and lıght (CH 1:32) the
OChrıistian materıal. It 1S5 thus extremely result of the rebırth 18 ethıcal trans-
difAhcult to ısolate an y strıctly Gnostic formatıon ıth the departure of the
materı1al tO COMMNDATEC wıt the Chrıistian. twelve afflıctıons evıl| passıons and

Koerster discusses the use of the theır replacement Dy ten LE qualities
salvatıon word-group ın Gnosticism. He (knowledge; JOY; continence; steadfast-
notes that the term ‘Savıour’ o0es not Nne Justice; fellowshıiıp; truth; goodness;
aAaPpPPCAar apart from Christian iınfluence, ın lıfe; lıght) which ear remarkable
documents where Christ 1S the Savılour. resemblance LO the frunt of the Spiırıt 1n
He comments the personal element 1n Gal (CH 13:8—10) There 1s ırı
SolLer 15 less promınent ın Gnosticısm; the hıch God 1sS ın certaın people 1n the form
Redeemer 1Ss the bearer of redeemiıing of mınd, that they AT 1n effect gods
SUINIMNONS., When the actıvıty of the (CH ‘Rebirth 1n fact 1S the ıdenti1ı-
Redeemer g0O€eS beyond the bringing of the ficatıon of INa  » ıth through the
call Aare usually 1ın the vıcınıty of iındwelling of the logos’.* ıthout g01ng
magıcally understood sacrament, INaYy ınto detaıl, ıt sSeEeEMs clear that here
be SEEI) from Act hom At thıs point have somethıng much closer LO the
Gnostie1sm becomes part and parcel of the bıblıcal ıdea of present rebırth and salva-
mystery relig10ns’.‘ Lıkewise the erb SOZO tıon than ave found elsewhere ın
1S not COINIMNON 'Terms indıcatıve of release the ancıent world T’he question of the
and delıverance AT used wıt. reference relatıonshıp between thıs teachıng and
tO the setting free of the soul from the that of the naturally arTl1S@eSs: 1s there
hostile POWETS. dependence 1ın eiıther direction? We shall,

So far OD  b tell, then, there of COUTFTSC, ote that the documentatıon 15
aAaPPCATI’S tO be world of dıfference later than the New Testament second—
between the Gnostic understandıng of fifth centurı1es), and that, ıf eritical bıb-
salvatıon and the Chrıistjan. Gnostic sal- hcal scholars Are extraordıinarıly hesıtant
vatıon 1S S  al delıverance for those wh LO ascr1be ıdeas found 1ın the late first
have knowledge. 'To the extent that they cCentury LO early Chrıistjans and ‚Jesus
have thıs knowledge they AaTe destined for hımselTf, should perhaps be equally
salvatıon, and they partıcıpate 1ın relı- caut.ıous about readıng back Hermetic
g10N, but there 1S5 hlıttle evidence of the ıdeas iınto the per10d before 100
decısıve change brought about by being Scholarly opınıon the matter
saved ın the COChristijan relıgıon eXcept dıvıded, but the hypothesıs of COININON
where Gnostic and Chrıistian motifs have relıg10us mılıeu 1n hıch Chrıstianıty,
een welded together. especlally Johannıne Chrıistianıity, and
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the Hermetic relıgıon developed 1S PCT- character. 'The evıdence has accumulated
haps the MOST. wıdely held opınıon. * that vıtal part of the distinctiveness of

Chrıistianıty hes ın ıts ‘rTealısed eschatoaol-
OSYV , iıts present antıcıpatıon of the JOys of

111 Conclusions heaven.
We have Iso SeEenN incıdentally that

In SUINMAT V, hat have one 1s tO place Chrıistianity ex1ısted ın pluralıst world
the Chrıiıstian ‘package’ alongsıde ıts COTN- ıth wıde of possıble relıg10us
petıtors 1ın the ancıent world hope that attıtudes. T’here WeTeEe Man Y which
the ımpact of discussıon of Chrıistjan- claımed exclusıvıty. At the SaIine tıme,
1ty has een tO show that the package 1S5 there Was go0od deal of syncretısm, an
coherent and integrated 0)81 and that ıts there W as Iso the kınd of pluralısm
princıpal characteriıstic 1S5 that salvatıon hıch Ca allow ındıvıdual LO belong to
15 present, transformıng experıence of several relıgı1ons at ONCE and not sımply
the love and of God which antıcı- maıntaın that an y 0)81 relıgıon IMNaYy be
pates future lıfe wıth hım firm valıd an other, that ıt 0€eSs not
belıever 1ın the unıty of the New 'Testa- matter LOO much hıch 0)81 VoOou choose.
ment, 1ın the that the dıfferent Christianıty clearly falls ınto the exclu-
authors wıtness tO the SaImne basıc under- S1Ve, non-synecretistic CategorYy. Second,
standıng of salvatıon, an would hold Chrıistianıty stands apart from the S  -
that thıs COINMMON basıs 1S far from beıing creti1ism of the ancıent world generally.

hlıst of COTNINON beliefs and exper1- Despıite suggestions ften made that ıt
'The New Testament wrıters testify succeeded precisely because ıt W as SYN-

LO remarkably rich and broad under- cretistic, Ca sSeeE evidence of thıs for
standıng of salvatıon. the New Testament per10d. 'There 1S5

Alongsıde thıs understandıng of salva- ındıcatıon that Christians somehow amal-
tıon have SEeEEeN the broad character of gamated theır belhliefs wıth those of other
salvatıon 1n Juda1sm and 1n the broader relig10ns, EVEenN though there W as ınevıta-
Hellenistic world Kor the interesting bly infÄiuence ın the use of Janguage and
fact 18 that, wiıt. the exceptions of .Juda- the development of cConcepts. There 1S
15M an the Hermetica, have found certaınly evıdence of New 'Testament
nothıng that 1S really comparable wıt Chrıistianıty allowıng behevers the optıon
Christian salvatıon. Non-Chrıstian COIMN- of continulıng LO follow other relıg10ns
ceptions of salvatıon Are remarkably 11a7 sımultaneously. Moreover, argued at.
TroO an superficıal compared wıt EET conference several agO,
Christianity. The thıng that struck sSCE evıdence that early Chrıstians
MOST. 1ın makıng thısuof the Hellen- entered ınto the SOTrT of dialogue ıth
istic world W as the almost complete other people ın which they hoped TtO learn
absence of much that characterıises the INOTeE an EeVen alter theır OW: belhefs:
Christian pılgriımage Iın thıs world; the New Testament evangelısm Wa the PTFüC-
thıngs that hrıstlans experı1ence, lamatıon of gıven message.* Or rather,
claım LO experı1ence, for the MmMOST part ATe it W as the proclamatıon of hıstorical
sımply not there hat 15 why have used PCISOUN, Jesus Christ, Savlour, and that
the word “experi1ence’ quıte lot, because hıstorical basıs determined the message
have een tryıng tO sShow that not Just the through and through.
theory theology 1S5 dıfferent, but Iso In short, the MOST sıgnıfıcant eature
the actual ‘lıfe’ of the Saved PCISON. 'The that has COINE tTO lıght for ın preparıng
diıfference 1S not sımply that Christianity thıs 1s undoubtedly the unıqueness
offers dıfferent route LO the SAaImne desır- of Christianity N first-century relı-
able end, namely by putting orward g10NS 1n ıts understandıng of salvatıon
Christ the WaYV tO salvatıon; rather the and ıts experıence of ıt 'Thıs 1S not al al
destination 15 dıfferent, and the Journey LO surprısıng, gıven the figure of ‚Jesus
the destination 1S ıtself vVerYvy different 1n Christ an Christian experıence of hım
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