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FuroJIh (1996) 5:1 71=-/73 ()-272 the Visions“) dıieses (jerüst verwendet, ın
einen krıtıschen Dialog miıt den vorherrschen-
den modernenChristian Perspective Polıtical polıtıischen Ideologıen

Thought einzutreten.
Stephen Charles Mott

T ‘hıs book 15 the MOST substantıal work ofOxford: Clarendon Press, 1993, hb)
pb) ISBN 019 507121 polıtic theory from evangelıcal heolog1an

508138 for Many Whiıile ere ave een Man y
valuable exegetical theological COTINIMNEeIN-

tarıes diverse polıtical themes—Mott’s OW

ESUME 1CH. Ethıcs and Socıal Change (1982)
est Ia l’ouvrage SU Ia theorıe polıtıque le (BESC) 1S fine example—4 Chrıstian Per-
plus substantıel quLı so1t dü Uune plume spectıve Polıtıcal Thought (CPPT) em
evangelıque deputs longtemps Certes des far INOTE comprehensıve engagemen ıth
raıtes exegetiques el theologıiques de valeur ONnt modern political thought. In do1ng, ıt. ralses
DAaru sSUur dıvers problemes polıtiques—l’ou- ımportant methological questions for
! de Mott uL-meme Sr l’ethıque zOlıque
et le changement socıal est hbel exemple cholar seekıng LO make T1SL1AN contrıbu-

Icı, ’auteur s’engage ans PXamMm en beau- tıon the soclal SCIENCES.
COUPD plus arge de Ia pensee polıtıque The first part of the book (‘Focusıng Theo-

logıic. a1lms tOo present the substance ofcontemporaiıne. Ce faısanlt, ıl souleve plusıeurs
questions methologıques ımportantes DOUr Lout Chrıstian political theory, hıle the sSecond
specialiste desıreux d’apporter LTE contrıbu- serving the Vis1ions’) employs thıs 1n erıt-
tıon chretienne (LU:  &2 sScıenNcCES socıales. La PDPTeE- ical dialogue ıth the dominant modern polıt-
m.iere partıe (theologique) Uise presenter la 1cal ldeologıes: traditional conservatısm,
substance une theorıe polıtique chretıenne, Ia lıberalısm, democracy, laissez-faıre CONSEeTVA-
seconde engage dialogue crıtıque Vec les tısm, marx1sm, SsSoclalısm anı fascısm. Potent
princıpales ıdeologıes polıtıques de nOLre contemporary i1deologıes such Aas natiıonalısm,
emDpSs, Ia umıere de CcCe theorıe. feminısm, ecologısm and Islamıc fundamen-

talısm not addressed-—to ave one
ould presumably ave required secondUSAMME  'ASSUNG volume.) Mott seeks LO ground hıs politicalMotts uch ıst das se1ıt vıelen ‚JJahren bedeu

tendste Werk eınes evangelıkalen Theologen theory as far possiıble bıblical theology
z2U polıtıschen T’heorıe EAs liegen ZWwar bereıts anı ethics, expandıng the foundations la1ıd
vıele wertvolle exegetische oder theologıische ESC In addıtıon LO crıpture, ott’s

acknowledged indebtedness to Nıe-Stellungnahmen verschiedenen polıtıschen
Themen vor—Motts eıgenes uch Biıiblical Eth- buhr, Paul llich and Eduard Heımann, lead-
1CSs Socjal ange (1982) ıst a]ur eın ıng members of the rıstlan soclalıst
vorzüglıches Beispiel—, doch T1sSt1anNn Per- realısts’ of the 4Us, 15 evıdent
spectiıve Political Thought ıst eıne
wesentlıch ausführlıchere Auseinandersetzung throughout. He Iso draws frequently the

Amerıcan sSOclal 1C15 ames Luther Adams,
mıt modernem polıtıschen Denken bemüht. Varıous lıberatıon eolog1ansDabe: wirft WILC.  ıge methodologische Fra- The substantıve argument Part 15 unf{ol-
gen auf, dıe Jeden Wissenschaftler betreffen,
der einen christlıchen Beıtrag ın den ded erms of the themes of W:  9 uman

Sozialwıssenschaften bemühlt ıst. nature, soclal OUDS, government, Justice,
Der erste el des Buches („Focusıng 'heo- love, tıme, the chapters treatıng ese

SUCCESS1IVE themes contaın weal of richlogically“) verfolgt das Zıel, das rundgerüst
eıner chrıstlichen polıtischen Theorıe DTra- exposıtıon and synthesıs. Mott seeks LO for-
sentieren, während der zwelıte eıl („Observing mulate radıcally biblical account of the
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polıtical demands of sSoclal Justice, claims tional change, Darty systems, democratization,
that this ancıent visıon en! SUPpPOrTt the cıtizenship, welfare policy, BESC,
contem  ra WOor. tO ethıcal, partıcı- 4s work of theologıcal ethics, 15 ce
Datory, decentralised form of soclalısm. valuable 4s theological prolegomena for
Biblical Justice poınts owards COMMUN1- T1SLIAN political eOTY, but only work lıke
tarıan model of soclety 1n which the rights of 'PPT egins directly LO assıst that enterprise.
indıyvıduals soclal OUDS, especlally the 'The object of T1sSt1an polıtical theory 1s not
nerable margıinalısed, are accorded primarıly reflection the eol-
equal protection. While love SEeTVES the O: but reflection polıtıical realıty the
entral interpersonal NOTIN, the role of SOVEIN- light of Christian presupposıiıtions (which
ment 15 LO guarantee such sSoc1lal arrange- mMuUust, of COUTSEC, depend eology).
ment Dy instıtuting Justice soclal ott’s use of the term theology‘ 1S ıtself
relatıonshıps. The ‘realısm'’ of ott’s DPEISPEC- ambıguous. He claıms that, ‘polıtics 15 about
tıve enters noOot a4as qualıification of ıts bıblical theology’, meanıng that polıtics necessarıly
radicalıty, but integr lJement of ıt, betrays ‘“orientation LO realıty, nature an
crıpture uman experıence compel human ex1ıstence‘’. thiıs orl1entatıon 15
confrontation wıth the ep incorr1ig1bil- grounded 1n rel1g10us belief, ıt. CXDPTESSCS e0l-
ıty of human evıl anı the potent. for the 0gYy' 4-5) Here eed LO istıinguls.
abuse of both by indivıiduals between Trelıgıon' 4as fundamental phenom-

It 1S5 precisely thıs realısm ou ENON of human experıence, Trel1g10us studies’
human nature that drıves Mott LO conclude reflection that phenomenon, and theol-
that concentratıions of W of aTLY kınd, but 02y reflection revelatiıon. In thıs’
especlally polıtic ecoNOMIC, must be certaınly SaYvy that ‘polıtics CXPDPIESSCS
resisted— a Lliberal’ polıtıcs mMust together relıg1on', also that theology has something
wıth ‘soclalıst) ecCconOom1Ccs. schato- tOo Sa y OUuU: politics
og1ic realısm ou history precludes the He Iso mploys the term '1deology’, though
kiıind of utoplan aspıratıons regardıng polıtic wıithout makıng eXplicı ıts relatiıonship LO
change typıcal of mMarxısm. eseer terms He SsEes ıt, the descriptive

book ambıtiıous wıde-rangıng tOo refer LO comprehensive framework
ott’s 1S lkely to invıte rıtical discussion at. of beliefs ou socı1ety, soclal “V1S10N),
varıety of levels For example, hıs grounding rather than the rıtiıcal LO refer to the
of econOom1cC egalıtarıanısms political democ- STO  107 of sSOc1lal realıty the interests of
TaCcY crıpture wıll doubt be contested, as the STALUS QUO Hıs of the term ould
wiıll hıs crıt1ques of partıcular ideologies Of OW LO deser1ıbe hıs OW enterprıse
specılal interest, perhaps, 1S the methodolog- rıstian politic deology’, but thıs, how-
1cal i1ssue of the relationship between bıblical CVCI, ould be infehlicıtous the rıtical
theology, theologıcal ethics polıtıic the- still redominates OT  ary It 1S
O, thıs merıts further cons1ıderation. arguable that, from T1sSt1aAn er1ıtical stand-
Mott ses Varı0ous Lerms LO denote hıs enter- poıint, lıberalısm, mMarx1sm, conservatısm
prISeE: °Chrıstian polıtical eO: T1SLIAN O.  9 ee be SCcenN Man y STLOT-
°soclal polıtical 0OSOPR. theologıical’ tıons of Soc1lal realıty, that m1g. TEeSeTrVe
approac. LO polıtics; ‘polıtic theology’; the term ‘1deology’ only for non-Christian
rıstlian polıtic ethıcs’; others stan- soc1a|l V1IS10NS. Mott, however, 0es not explore
ardızatıon of this erm1inology ould be salu- thıs DOSsıbulıty.
LarYy, not SIMPLY for LEASONS of inguistic prefer the term °Chriıstijan polıtic eo
1ıdıness but because 1sc1plınary appellations (or D  osophy’) for ott’s enterprise. Hıs OWTI
disclose hat 0)8{ 18 really ou Is T1sStT1aAN 1U10N 15 ambiguous, however: Christian
polıtical eOTY really Just applicatıon of polıtiıc eOry °clarıfles the values of the
the TU1LS of bıblical exegesı1ıs; branch of COININOIN Lıfe the range of egıtimate ter-
theologıcal ethics; epartment of system- natıves 1n approachıng them’'; ıt, contaıns CY1-
tıc eology In experlience, where Er 1S ter1a that hrıstlians should use ın evaluating
reated as of ese ıt. has httle to SaYy LO politic eo (7) 'T’he implication ere 15
SLUCdEeNTsS (and practıtioners) of polıtiıcs ıng that ıt 1S5 merely framework of ethıcal values
wıth 1sSsues lıke EejleCToOr. behavlour, constitu- by 1C secular political heories m1g be
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critically assessed, rather than alternatıve ese an! er tradıtions of Chrıstian polit-
political eOTY ıth distinctive content; ical theor1zıng.
er rather than substance. Indeed, Part I1
reinforces this appearancCce, for 1t. Mott Jonathan Chaplın
proceeds by expoundıng the ontent of alter- Oxford, England
natıve ideolog1es, and then offers selective
evaluatıve COM MEeNTS certaın aspects of
them However, hat he elaborates Part UroJINn (1996) 73-75 0A27
often LO aspıre LO be polıtical theory
ıth distinctive substance, rather than The OOR Called Isaıah: Deuktero-
INeTe filter; thıs 15 hat makes the book Isaıahi’’s Role ın Composıtıon and
interesting. erely LO stipulate that, whatever Redactıonpolıtical eOrYy adopt, ıt. must be Compat- Wiılliamsonible wıth SeEr1es of T1SLIAN thıcal Pr1INC1- Clarendon Press: Oxford, 1994, XV1 306
ples not themselves of distinctively polıitic.
character suc. 4S love, equalıty, communıty, .35 hb, ISBN 0—-19-826360—0

etc.), 15 of limıted help to SOMMEeONE wrestling
wıth the CONcCcreie particulars of politics. What
such DerSsoN needs 15 NO generalised prıncı1- RESUME

Comme SO  S fıtre ındıque, cet OUUFagse traıte de
ples of ethıcs, but institutionally partıcular- l’unıte du lıvre d’Esaie faut precıser QUEised princıples, princıples of polıtıcal ethics, DA  es  Ü DAasS UNne unıte d’auteur quı est eNvVvLISAgEE,
concern1ıng the nature, SOUTCE lımıts of MALS LUNe unıte la concoıt Ia crıtıque
political authority, the legıtimacy of democ- radıcale: ’unıte 2  une OeLlLUTeEe qul est abou-
TaCY, the of the state, the nature of tiıssement de Ffout DTOCESSUS de transmıssıon
law, Justice rıg  S, the polıtical implıca- et de redactıon (comme l’iındıque le sous-tıtre).

Il LUNe tentatıve DOUTF concılıer SE  e  tudetıons of lıberty, equalıty, property, welfare,
et H.  tude declass, forth Mott cert DOCS SOTINE diachronique synchronıque

WaY owards provıdıng such principles, but hıs ”’Ancıen Testament. I/interpretation ynchro-
nıque est PDasS consıderee ILN ectureapparatus of soclal an! political Concepts 15
contradıcto:rre Vec app  roche dıachronıique,insufficıently developed, makıng for ambiıgulty MALS [uL etant complementaıre. Dans lelacunae al certaın poınts, for unerıt-

ical approprıatıon of elements of secular ide- present CaS, analyse du lıvre consıdere GUE le
‘Deutero-Esaie‘ auraıt redige nouvel

ologies al others. HOr example, he endorses utılısant la fOLS des materiaux
galıtarıan, needs-base: eOory of strıibutive empruntes prophete de Jerusalem, el SOrn

jJustice wıthout testing ıt. r1gorously enough; OeUuUUVUre DTOPTE, et cela la fin de exıl baby-
confusıon 18 reated when he asserts NnOot lonıen. Ve nouvel OUUTaßge comprendrait

only that polıtıcs 1s abou theology', but also STOS les chapıtres Le “"'rıto-Esaie‘ est
abou power‘’ an abou Justice’. consıdere plus tardıf et est DasS DTrILS

consıderatıon.Mott COU. ave avoıded such problems had
he drawn INOTEe ully longstandıng tradı-
tıons of systematıc T1SL1AN political theory,
such ATe found Catholicism (still TOU- USAMMENFASSUNG
iınely neglec by moOost evangelicals, LO eır Wılliamsons uch themuatısıert, W1Le der Titel
0SS), Neo-Calvınısm (which 15 cıted but zeıgt, dıe Eınheit JesaJas och mıt Eınheit ıst
insufficıently 1se Here be found nıcht eıiıne einheıtliche Verfasserschaft ım hon-

servatıven Sınne gemeınlt, sondern eıne Eın-Christian scholars deeply immersed socılal heıt, WLLE S1ıe neuerdıngs ın der modernenan polıtic theory operatıng wıth sophiıs-
ı1cated theoretical frameworks. By contrast, hrıtıschen Forschung JesaJa (wıe uch

anderen Büchern des en Testaments) ver-
Niebuhr Tillich WTOLEe prımarıly ıth Lretien wird, eıne Eınhelit, dıe das rgebnıstheological mınd. ott’s book wiıll eines Überlieferungs- und Redaktionsprozesses

invaluable theological SOUTCE for ıst (vgl den Untertitel des Buches) Folglıch
0OSe seekıng T1sSL1aAnNn perspectıve poli- geht darum, dıachronische und synchro-
tıcs. Hıs ontrıbut.Lon invıtes rther labora- nısche Forschung den Büchern des en
tıon through ıntensıve encounter ıth Testaments hkhombınızeren. Synchronische
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