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K The 1Ca Vısıon of Hope In Joday’s or
T La Vısıon zO0lıque de l’Esperance dans le Monde

'aujourd’hul
E Diıe Bıbliısche offnung ın der Welt UVO Heukte

Torleiv ustad, s1o

JOurs ote controversee. Ile rencontre LOULRESUME emps des adversaıres. Notre esperance ost ONC
!) esperance chretienne 2s1[ paradoxale. Elle LTLE esperance muilıtante.

definit face des SIituatiıons de souffrance. 4) Nous SOINTINEeSs appeles par Iieu vLUre notLre
Ile ressemble pendule quı oscılleraıit entre esperance chretienne encourageant les DET-
Ia mort et la ULe En effet, L’esperance chretienne SONMLTLES quı ONFt perdu espOLr. (Jette esperance
ost fondee SUuU Ia resurrectıion de Jösus-Christ Iiımıte DUasS notLre VLE spirıtuelle ınterıieure et
d’entre l[es l’esperance de Ia VIe monde venır. Ile ost °abord UNe esperance
eternelle Ia fin des m adm 21 GU WE AUT U IVante DOUT monde 0OU les gens souffrent. S57
des gENS exclus du FOVAUME de Dieu. OS quı proclamons L’esperance chretienne Fre-

2) L’esperance chretienne OS fournıt Das fusons de relever les defis qQUE O0US lance notre
ıdeologıe de programme polıtıque capables sıtuatıon, pnartıculıerement l’egard des O

de ereer monde meılleur Urees DUr Iheu prımes, des PULULUTES, des exclus, des malades oft
cependant, les hommes et les femmes Oonft DOUT des DEeErsoNnnes quı connaıissent Ia solıtude, notLre
MLSSLON de S oCCUDET du monde entıer el temoıgnage $  est ecredıble. D’apres L‘’Hherı-

am eliorer les CO ditions de VIe WW/4 [urFEe, [’esperance Implique [a FOoLS Ia DFOM A
Mais face Ia OFT. UENOUS DOUVON esperer du salut O[ le respect de Ia dignite hum aine.

monde es[1 fFres /imite S eul Christ OUS 5} Les CIOUNX el /a nouvelle erre U €
donne esperance une VIEe au-dela de la M OFL Dieu NOUS MI8 nesontpas presentes 9}  S M

5 esperance chretienne 2s[ contestee le prolongem en 1 del’univers actu el celui-cı
au-devant de SAfIn. N otre [utte pour une societeComme Feuerbach XIX“siecle, 11

Jour. Aul des gens DOUT declarer qQUuUe L’Evangıle plus humaine ef[ com bat CONIre /a haine.
de la vıctorıre de Jesus-Christ SWr Ia moOrt est [’injustice et Ia gzuerrenefontpas partie du wr  n  ul
U une maniere DOUF 'homme de projeter O[ de Ia VIe eternelle qu1ı NOUS SONT donnes DUar le
dans un ciel Im agIinaıre. uan NOUS DA - bapteme O[ qu ı SONT alım entes ans OIl N 0us
celam ONS [’esperance chretienne ans CON- SOITLITNLES appeles aımer notLre prochaın

de doute 21 d’indifference, NOUS devons GUE c’est Ia volonte de Iheu. Maıs OUS COTL-
entendre de la Bıble GUE Ce: esperance RO2L>- Fribuons PDUas cela Ia deliuvrance finale

Diechristliche Hoffnung Liefert weder CINe
ZUSAMMENFASSUNG Ideologie noch 2I1N politisches Program m ZU

(L1 Dıe biblısche Hoffnung ıst 21n Paradox. Szıe Erschaffung einer besseren elt AlLs Geschöpf
findet ıhre Ausprägung ım Sıtuationen des (Jottes f jeder Mannn und jede Frau dam ıt
Leidens un des Schmerzes. Hoffnung ıst W1ıe beauftragt, sich die elt N kümmern und
eın Pendel, das ausschwingt DVO TodZT die Bedingungen für 21n dauerhaftes en auf
ben I)ıe spezıifısch chrıstliche Hoffnung Ka ıUn dieser FErde verbessern. och angesichts des
der Auferstehung Jesu OChrıst vVO  S den OLlen es Ssind UNSEeEr«e Hoffnungen TÜr diese elt
verankert. Selhst dıe Hoffnung auf 21n ewıiges begrenzt Nur Christus hietet un  A die Hoffnung

2InNes Lebens jenseits des esLeben bei der Vollendung aller Dınge weiß TO-
doch, daß Menschen geben WIrd, die VO. Die christliche Hoffnung IS1 Angriffen
Königreich (Jottes ausgeschlossen Ssern werden. ausgesetzt. Analog Ludwig Feuerbach ım
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neunzehnten Jahrhundert O uch heute die christliche Hoffnung reden, UvUOor den Anfor-
Leute, dıe behaupten, das Evangelıum des derungen UNserer Sıtuation (vor allem den Un-
Sieges Jesu Chrıstı ber dıe Macht des Todes terdrückten, den Armen, den Vergessenen, den
sel dıe Projektion des dem Menschen eıgenen Kranken und den Einsamen davonlaufen,
Seıins ın pınen ımagındren Himmel. Wenn wır a'nn ıst Zeugniıs nıcht glaubwürdig.
dıe christliche offnung ın einem UVON Zwerirfel offnung LM hiblischen Sınn umfafßt beides, dıe
und Gleichgültigkeit gepragten ontext predi- Verheißung des Heıls und dıe Würde des Men-

schen.Sgen, gılt 6Di vVO  P der Bıbel lernen, daß dıese
Hoffnung ımmer schon kontrovers UQ Es wırd Der eue ımmel und dıe eluec Erde, dıe
ımmer solche geben, dıe sıch dagegen aUSSPreE- Ott Uuns verheißnen hat, sınd nıcht als Ort-
chen. Insere offnung ıst demgemäß eıne milL- bestand dieses Uniwersums verstehen. Dieses
ante Hoffnung strebt, OL all seıner Ambiguitäten, dem nde

Wır sınd vVO.  S .oft azu berufen, dıie ehrıst- Die Humanısıerung NTr (resellschaft
liıche Hoffnung auszuleben und Menschen, dıe SOWLE Kampf gegen Hab, Ungerechtigkeit
deprıimıert sınd, ermutıgen. Iiese offnung und rıeg sınd nıcht eıl des Heıls oder des
ıst nıcht ledıiglıch eıiıne Verheißnung, dıe UNSerernm ewıgen Lebens, das UunNns Lın der Taufe gegeben ıst
ınneren, geistlichen Leben und der kommenden und durch den Glauben genährt wıird. Wır sınd

azu berufen, UNnNseren Nächsten [zıeben, weılWelt gılt, sondern SLe ıst UOr allem eıiıne lebendige
Hoffnung für oine Welt, ın der Menschen ın (zottes Wılle ıst Dies jedoch ıst eın Beitrag
Schwierıigkeiten Sind. Wenn WIr, dıe WLr ber Z Vollendung er ınge

Children wıthout Hope LWO angles: OUuU  — (GGod-given cCommMmM1ss1on LO
create hope for people who do NOtTt have aNnVY,

AVeE VvVOoUu Ver SeenN chiıldren wıthout alıy and the specıfic Christologica under-
expectatıons for the future? T’here Are standiıng of hope ase the resurrection

Man Y such children, especlally 1n big cıtıes. of ‚Jesus OChrist from the dead
You Ca  b watch them hangıng about 1n the
treeitis You Ca  _ SEE these street cCA1ılaren Religion of hope
sıttıng doorsteps, In back gardens an
1n parks. Many OT them have parents, From 1ts vVer v beginning, Chrıistianıty has
relatıves, homes, food and only ras- een relıg10n of hope. We ©  ® already SEee

ged clothes. Wıth few exceptlons, nobody 1t quıte clearly in the Old Testament. In the
about them T’hey Aare abandoned. history of Israel recognıse how

Their CYCS Aare dım T’hey have hope for blessing Was always orlıented owards the
the future. future. It W as 1n faıth and hope that Abra-

Liet these abandone cCA1ılaren symbolize ham eft hıs omelan and began hıs pıl-
the brokenness of the WOT T’here Are grımage owards the and 4C (G0od had
millions of people all around wh promised hım When the people of Israel
Are suffering under the ö hope- eft Egypt, God promısed them and flow-
lessness. They Are drıven LO despair for ıng wıth 1ılk honey’ (Ex 3:6) Despite
dıfferent rFrcasonNs, whether oppressl1on, ha- theıir disobedience and ldolatry, which led
tred, crıme, famıly reakdown and sexual them into punıshment and condemnation,
abuse, pOverty and disease. f nobody 111 exıle and dispers1on, (30d always remaıned
Lr Yy O help them, CVELY gliımmer of hope 111 and remaınsal LO hıs callıng öIsrael.
fade AWaYV. Hıs plans have always een LO o1ve hıs

Can are LO SaV that the C:  S o1ve people future and hope’ (Je 'T'hıs
these reated chıldren visıon of (G:0od 1s the only Lrue (i0od
hope? How Ca  m the OChrıstian al be T‘h@e central poın 1n the hope of the cho-
instrument for bringıing hope LO those who S«  - people of Israel Was the COmMINg of the
do nOot SPEE alnıy 1n theır ally lıte? Ingdom O1 the Messjah (ef. Is -

deal ıth the question ofhope from When ‚Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,
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Came, he opened L11LEW future for CVeLN.* ATre suffering. We should have combıned
body. He invıted kınd of Person LO paın wıth hope, suffering wıth renewal,
entfer the Kıngdom of (God (Mk 1 4) an nıght wıth awn In the history of the
Through hıs proclamatıon of the Gospel, people of Israel, that dark shadow-side LO
fthe DOOLF an oppressed, the outcasts and hope 15 always there We know how the
strangers, the siınners an the sıck received hope of the Promised Land encouraged

EW hope, TC W as OIl of restoratıon them 1ın the desert, 1n the ex]le and 1n the
and salvatıon. 'T ’he disciples of ‚Jesus CXÄDE- dıaspora. 'Thiıs paradox ofhope 15 VeErYV clear
rienced that ‘the 1n recelve theır sight 1n the ıfe of ‚Jesus of Nazareth. The Y1S-
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and t1an hope, IC DOCS back LO him,
the deaf hear., and the dead Are raısed OUuUtT of humıiliation, emptiness, eruc1ıfix1ıon
an the DOOL have gxood NEeWs preached tOo an death * In hıs ıfe hope 15 eached
them)’ (Mt 11:5) ‚Jesus of Nazareth DFOIMN- through suffering defeat. his aspect of the
1sed people forgıveness Of. S1INS 1n the Name matter 15 partıcularly relevant today, when
of (35 T’hrough his suffering, erucıfix1ıon Are speakıng LO people who Aare In
and resurrection he conquered the rouble
of death and extended the hope of general
resurrection of the dead at the en of Hl romise and Prayer
INa history. We therefore hope for eternal
ıfe In fact, the ultımate sround of Chriıs- Hope relies promı1ses. DEFSON
t1an hope (  ® only be found In ‚Jesus Christ. communıty IC Ca  ® rely promıse
who 15 the (One who 1l ralıse believers has something LO o0k orward LO When
LO eternal lıfe the last dayı. ralse CVES an {1x them goal ea

T’he Biıblical visıon of hope 0es not deal it g1ves ınspıratıon LO everyday ıfe In
only ıth OUr indıv1dual attıtude towards Oppressıve sıtuatıon, g00d promı1ıse (:
(i0od It has collective dimension ell be of great help 1n keeping Nnes  7 COUT-
In addıtıon LO the speclal hope for the DEO- aSe “ ReJjoice In VOUr hope, be patıent 1n
ple of Israel whole (Ro 14 : 25:20) trıbulation, be constant 1n prayer” SaYyYs the
Ca  b o0k orward LO the renewal of fallen Apostle Paul (Ro
humanıty. By hıs STAaCcEe alone, the lovıing Whatever Nnes  2 expectatıons, people C  b
an redeeming (10d a} restore the human Tea theıir promıses. who contınu-
communıty. Even the creatıon waılts wıth ally experıences that hıs her parents do

longing LO be set free from ıts bond- NOT keep theır promı1ses 111 eventually lose
aSC LO decay, when 1t wıll ‘obtaın the olor1- confidence ın them But when God has
GUS i1berty of the cANıldren of (+0d’ (Ro made promıse 1t 15 quıte dıfferent. hen
S:19-21) Ca  5 COUNT. 1t; because God 1S aıthful

For those of wh Aare confident an © Co He cCannot deny himself. In ‚Jesus
healthy, protected DYy g0o0d famıily an Christ, wrıtes Paul, ach of promı1ses
Just soclety, 1t INaY be Cas V LO proclaım that 1S Yes (4 Co 1220) 1'’hıas that they
the Christian faıth 15 relig10n of hope. We Are gathered confirmed and fulfilled 1n
OC declare that from the vVEr'Y beginning hım who 1S Son
INa an WeTIT e created ıca fullex- Promises Are the NECESSALCV precondition
pectatıons for both earthly an! eternal ıfe NOLt only for hope, but Iso for DEAYEeTE.: AÄAs
‘I6 those who Aare 1ın difficulties poın LO result, hope Ca  3 be SsSEEN 1n the Oontext of
the goal of history IC 15 deser1bed Praver Iso Prayer 15 (T LO
paradise where there 1S mournıng, GCEY® love It 15 OUr report back LO hım that hıs
Ing paın Rev 20149 have ear INanıYV INESSaSC has een recelıved. Prayer 15 there-
such speeches In the estern culture LO fore Our reactiıon LO hıs actıon. (GGod has
16 belong. eır weakness 1S5 obvlous. gıven Drayer 1n order that INaY aban-
It Hes 1n hat 1S mM1SSINS. en, thiıs cCan be don ourselves LO hım, acknowledge hım
deseribed Sympathy ıth those who Lord, and call hım 1ın (QUr hour of need
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(Ps In prayıng LO God, do hom- tually. hat that Lr y LO listen fo
agC LO hım OUTL God, the 0)8l Lrue God what (30d 15 telling through the EXTtTSsS
(0d 15 always present, an attentiıve LO OUr T’he object of the Eexerclse 15 LO absorb the
DrFrayvyelrs. In the X  e! promıiıse tLO hear Word of God an allow . LO work 1ıke
OU. prayers Da  = be found ın INanYy arı- leaven insıde
atıons, Jer 2012 W hen yvou call uDON 'T ’hese three approaches aAare NOT mutually

an COME an PrFraYy LO IN 311 hear exclusive, but complementary. So OU. NexTt
you God Aa SWEeTIrs OU. Drayer's, but he oes questlion 15 What 0es thıs combined read-

1ın hıs tıme an In hıs WAaYV (CL. Hebh 5:7-9) Ing of the Biblical about hope
There 15 from hım EeVEel 1ın the InNnean LO today? Wıiıith thıs question have
promıse of response! prom1ses Aare opened the OOTr of hermeneutical debate,
always al  ul; they Aareeven IT 1t burning 1SSue fromIC SeEer10uUs theo-
1S NOLT necessarı1ly ıimagıne. In CVELIY logian Ca  a ru.  - AaWQaYV. The maın pomlnt 15 how

Ca  } hear Word 1n OU ontextDrayvyer there 1s5 hope, hope for AaNSWEeET.
We do not See thıs hope, but INAY be today. T'his 15 matter of finding WAaVYV LO
convınced that 1t 1s there Hope 15 the brıdge the SaPD of0-4 of history.
tıyatıng behind OUTL Prayers. Be- In order LO be able LO proclaım the lıving

and actıve Sword of the Word of (}0d LO ()Urof promı1ses, Ca  _ hope that
(+0od 111 o1ve S1ZNS of hıs STaClOUS an culture, need LO analyze the Bıblical
savıng eXtis ın theır historical setting, well

wıth respect LO theıir relevance for people
Interpreting the Bible 1ın OUr OW tıme. Thıs 15 NOTt Just ACa-

demiı1c exerc1se, but Iso matter of SpIr1-
Talkıng about the Christian visıon of hope tual liıstening 1ın faıth When, 1n 01808
ı7} today’s world, it 15 desirabhle an relevant hermeneutical reflections, DraYy that
for LO reflect the WaV In which use INaY be gulde: by the Holy Spirıt, are
the Bıble We CAannoOot sımply read the EXTS NÖT introducing specıfic theologıca
as they are Kıvery translation 1S5 ınter- method. KRather, aAaTre openıng OUr

pretatıon. When use 1D11Ca. EeXTis for miıinds LO the realıty of (30d and confessing
preaching an teachıing, Are aTt the SAarinlle (1 devotion LO hım
tıme interpreting them How then do Karl Barth INaV have een rıght when, 9l
approach these text? WOU emphasize the en of hıs long of Servıce LO the
three poınts: Universıiıty of Basel, he sald: "The first and

Fırst, ıt 1S of ogreat ımportance that MOST fundamental aCT of theologıcal work
read the Biıblical EXTSs 1n their historical 15 prayer’.  S The theologlan who

before (30d 1n order LO seek Nesetting. FEFrom that perspectıve, the maın
question 1s5 What 1s the text's orıgıinal clarıty about hat ıt LO SaYy that (ij0od
meanıng” In order LO answer that questı1on, 15 the One who rules. We Ca  } only speak

obliged LO use the SO-Calle hıstorical- truly about God when respond LO h1s
eritical method of interpretatıon. T’here 15 word LO At deep leve] there{fore, theo-

alternatıve LO thıs logıcal work 15 lıturgıical aÄCt, both
econdly, approach the 101162 EXTtS invocatıon of God an Drayvyer LO (30d 'T‘’hıs

ithn questions thrown by OUu.  — OW aDC Prayer 1S the STammar of faıth and the
have LO Lr y LO discover whether the PFrODEr perspective from 1IC LO approach

lays OWN aIlıYy princıples for solving the od
problems dealıng wıth In SOINe prayerful attıtude 0es nNOTt EXCUSE
there are relevant EeXTts 16 g1ve from scholarly study of the 1D11Ca. EXTISs
immediate Aa SWEeET. But Iın other 9 and SEer10uUs analysıs of the condiıtlions
have LO search hard LO find approprıate der which people struggle wıth theır llves

1n real-lıfe sıtuations. The ermeneutical!1D11ca guldance.
FEiraly, read the Bıblical EXTS SDI1- key 15 the dramatıc encounter the fusıon of
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hor1zons between past Lext and present Christian hope has een inextricably COIMN-
ontext nected wıth the resurrection. ‚Jesus Christ

15 alıve today! T'hat 15 what Are called LO
Particıpating the Christian Hope preach. Chrıst has NOLT een raıised from

the dead, then OUu.  - preaching 1S5 1ın aın and
We have already sald that the Christian OUFr al 1S5 1n aın (1 Co 14) ‘But 1n fact

Christ has een raısed from the dead, thehope 15 sgrounded 1ın the resurrection of
‚Jesus Christ and 18 directed owards the first-fruıuts of those who have fallen asleep’
consummatıon of al thıings. How do C Cor When Christ finally
recelve thıs hope I9 personal terms? L.et agaln, ‘all who Are 1n the tombs 11 ear
anıswer thıs question by quoting Peter hıs volce an COIMNE forth; those who have
}  9 LEexXTt whıch In the Church of OrWAay, one good LO the resurrection of lıfe, and
aT least, 15 used both 1n the baptısmal and those who have oOnNne eviıl, LO the c_
In the burıal Servıce: ‘Blessed be the (i0d t1ıon of jJudgement’ (Jn We therefore
an father of OU Lord ‚Jesus Christ! By hıs believe In the resurrection of the dead an
great have een OTrNn NEeW LO 1ın the transformatıon of the body.
lıvıng hope through the resurrectıon of Je- T’he Christian hope 0es NOT INnean that
SUuS Christ from the eAa| Here the lıving believers Are protected agaınst danger
hope 19 based fact the resurrection of disease. hıs hope 1S ın geared LO
Christ) and promıiıse (our future happy ending LO world HIiStorYy. ‘ False
bırth) It 1S hope o1ven LO by the STaCE comfort 1S Just dangerous general
of (30d It 1S not result öf OLET relig10us despair’, SavysS Jürgen Moltmann.  4 We Can-

DIETY of OU mora|l lıfe Although the NnOot Sa y that Christians 111 automatically
hope of salvatıon refers tLO hiıstorıical be happy, healthy an successful. None of
event, Ar e nevertheless unable LO 1Ss free from the trıvaalıties of everyday
ıts truth DYy purely empirical research. Our Life nstead of promısıng ıfe wıthout
hope always dwells upOoN the promiıse of problems, the speaks of (God who
hat (30d WAants tTO do C  D} o1ve the oppressed 18915 V1S10N, and

AÄAs ave already emphasızed, Y1S- the suffering another future. T’he oly
t1an hope aYıses from the victory of lıfe Ver Spirit Ca  a ead LO o0k beyond the threat
death By hıs resurrection from the dead, of war, DOVerTY, pollution and nuclear Catas-
‚Jesus OChrıst has opened the OOÖOT Ot trophe LO the ngdom of (0C In ‚Jesus
everlastıng ıfe and delivered from the Christ catch gyliımpse of the 1E

ouilt of S1IN, distress an SOTTOW. The WaY heaven an the EW earth 1n 16 rıght-
owards YÜIS 1n thıs hope lies through dwells ©2 Peter 3413) What
baptısm an faıth As blıologıcal death recelve 1n baptısm 1S foretaste of (QUFTr

proaches, OUr only hope 1S that future Lıfe 1n cCoMMUN10N ıth God In
partıcıpate 1n the resurrectlion. T’hose who other words, it 15 antıcıpatıon of the
elieve 1n ‚Jesus Chriıst IMaYy ear wıtness LO fulfillmen of the ingdom of God 'T’he
thıs DYy Sayıng!: ‘Hor SUTre that neıther renewed world ofIC the speaks 1S
death LT lıfe, I910)8 angels, NOr princıpalı- nNOot contınuatıon of thıs lıfe Nor 15 I
t1es, 1T things present, 11OT: things LO COME, restoratiıon of OUr ceivilisatıion. olfhart
NOr DOWETS, LIOT height, 1TIOL ep 110 GELY>- Pannenberg DUTS it ı1ke thıs he ıfe of the
thıng eise 1n al] ecreatıon 111 be abhle tO future will unfold ıts dynamic through
separate from the love of (God 1n ‚Jesus growth 1ın the vertical dimens1ıon of OUT
Christ OULT OTr Rom 8:38-39) Christians present fa We Aare waltıng for INa
COU. g1ve their testiımonYy 1n the Samne WaYy actıon by God, the Creator of heaven an

the Apostle Paul whether live earth, nNnOot for progressıve PTFOCCSS wıithin
tıme anwhether die, Are the LORD’s’ (Rom14:8)

Since that unıque and decısıve event, the
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The Christian Hope and Secular for LO work for better WOT As OUr

empora place of residence, there 15Hopes
relatıve potential for change and develop-

avıng 110 defined the Christian hope 1n ment ın the WOrTr. But f 111 become
Christological erms, return to the QUES- paradıse. In OUTr efforts LO change STrUC-

tures and LO humanıse FAr intotıon of the relationsh1ıp between ıt an the
INanıy different kınds of hope M boundaryvy line IC polInNts 1n the OPDDO-
encounter In the everyday lıfe of the WOT. sıte direection. Heaven an earth wıll DAaASS
Before SO1INg allıy further, would ıke LO AaWAV (Mk Wıth Paul; Ca  @} Sa V
emphasıse LWO pomıts: ‘ WHor the form of thıs WOT 1S passıng away’

Man and Are both created ın (1 Co 181)
the image an lıkeness of (0d Gen 196- Now ıf these LwoO poınts indıcate the char-
27) °‘He ndowed them wıth strength iıke acter of (QULT hopes wıithın the secular realm,
hıs OWN/’, Sirach has f SIr 1 YE3) As hat 1$ the relationshıp between them and
creatures made ın od’s ımage, are the specıfic hope which 15 based Christ’s
g1ven the blessing of the divıne cCOMM1S- death and resurrection? In terms of shap-
S10N: ‘Be fruntful and multiply and fill the ıng better world for oppressed, hungrYy,
earth an subdue IC and ave domınıon handıcapped and suffering people, it 1S
Ver the fish an the SCa, an Ver the1r right anı go0od LO SaV LO ourselves: 5E  b
of the alr, an Ver lıving thıng that do 1t! (3od has instructed LO love (TE

upOoN the earth‘’ Gen 1:28) 'T ’hiıs neighbours an he has equ1l1pped ıth
challenge 1S5 based the hope that (10d 111 creatıvıty an responsi1bility for ulldıng
contiınue LO hıs creatıon an g1ve OUTr soclety. From thıs perspective
ıt further ogrowth It 15 (DÜFT Drayer that he Ca  ; DFaY, work and hope for improvement
711 contıinue LO Care for the ıfe which he 1n soc1la| condıtions. But the COChristian hope
has created. A the Samne tıme have LO has D'  c for changıng the STrUC-
develop, traın ar exercıise OUu.  — God-given tures of thıs WOor. for developing
abılıtıes 1n order LO make the world better strategy for ulldiıng better soclety Aase‘!
place for people LO l1ve in We Aare sımply soclal jJustice an human rıghts. T 'he
created 1 order LO live Out thıs hope. 1 les Gospel of the Living OChrist 0es nOot COIMN-
wıthın From thıs perspective, 1t 1s PE - taın alıYy deology of how thıs world Ca  b

fectly lJegıtimate LO dream ÖT forgıng bet- become paradise. But creatures,
Lter world ave abilities an FEeSQOQOUTCES for —-

We AT destined LO die None of Ca  n Ing the external iramework of dally lıfe,
prolong hıs her biological lıfe into eter- Ven though aAarrOSallClce, selfishness an
nıty. ıfe earth has ıts lımiıts, which are greed Al always Causıng trouble an SETt-
insurmountable. In spıte of advanced ting back
medical techn1ıques, like the transplantıiıng In the face ofea the Christian hope 15
of lıving OrSans, it 15 ımpossible for LO INESSaSEC 1C 1S quıte dıfferent from the

ea We Ca  _ elay it LO SOINe INanYy hopes IC find 1ın this world
extent, but C 1t Christ’s victory Ver the of death
Whatever hopes INaV have for OUr OW Kaster Sunday 15 un1ıque. There 15 DaL-
lives, for OU famıly, for OUTr soc]ıety and for LO thıs event 1n the history of SCIENCE
the WOT ole disappear the mMmoOoment of humanity. As the only hope for Vel-
ea overtakes 'T’his 0oes NOL [Nean COom1InNg ea the Christian hope 1S nOoLt
that (r I1ves Are wıthout s1gnıfıcance for compatıble ıth alıy hope In thıs world
future generatıons. What have ACCUMU- 1:ne OUtLcome of these cons1ıderatıions 15
lated Ca  } be handed LO (QUT cNıladaren and not total separatıon between the Y1S-
grandchildren T’hey 311 be able LO DIG- tıan hope, the OI hand, an the Manı y
9 1MproVve destroy ( culture. Al- hopes of the WOTr the other The ()ÄArI1S-
though Aare al mortal, 1t 1sS STl possible tıan hope 1S together ıthal and
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love 1 Cor Faith Inspıres O 1s5 1n this WOT. that Are called LO live OUT
realıse PUrPOSEC 1n carıng for INa  3 an (L hope. The test 15 whether thıs hope 1s
nature 1n thıs WOT The call LO love actıve 1n love nOot We Are under the
neighbour myself 15 motivated Dy the Judgement of (i0od not only indıvıduals,
great commandment LO love the Lord but Iso congregatıons and members
(z6d wıth ll heart (Mt 22:31/-40) My of the wıder soclety. Therefore, Christian
whole lıfe 1S LO be shaped by behef ın hope 0Oes not g1ve anı y reason for trıum-
God ere 15 Tea of human ıfe 1C phalısm, but remıinds constantly that
1S irrelevant LO (Gij0od an Chrıstian ıfe ATrTe called LO repentance.

OUrTr hopes have LO be SEENMN 1n the light of We lıve 1n competıtıve culture 1C 1s
faıth hıs 15 the dec1sive, overall PEIrSDEC- geared owards results. People around
tıve from which operate ATe askıng for visıble Outcome 1n produc-

Beıing ereated 1n the ımage of God, INa  2 tıon an polıtics, ın arTT and scholarship, 1n
an have specılal dign1ty,1 15 educatıon and welfare. Sometimes yYOUu INAaV
different from thatofother lıving creatures fee| strongly that VYOUrFr relız10n and faıth
iıke anımals an plants. Because DeT- have LO ear frunt Chriıistian hope oes
SO  a 15 candıdate for the Kıngdom of God, not ulfıl! ıts prom1ses 1n the expected WAaY,
believers ATre called LO wıtness to and LO Care 11 INAaYy he evaluated bad advertisement
for them We MUST SUppOort ON another for Christlanity. There 15 doubt that in
ıth hope. Also, those people who, aCCOord- today’s soclety, OULT hope 1S under
Ing LO medical and soclal standards of lıfe, from the emands of effic1enCy.
SEEIN LO have hope, Are LO be embraced Now, ‚Jesus tells that 'every sound Lree
Dy soclal welfare an Servıce. Faıith sSees bears g0o0d frunt’ (Mt $ Living faıth
hope, VenNn where there 1S5 lıttle hope yıe go0od works. It 15 creatıve DIOCESS
LO be Seen Therefore, IIa and C 1S5 inıtlated by the oly Sparıt. But

should be treated wıth dignity, that 0es nNnOT INnecan that Are able
wıthout cost-benefit calculations. That tO test the truth of Oou  — faıth We Ca

that have specılal responsı1bilıty use good works CONCreie results
for the weakest Nnusthe unbornC reilable standard for measurıng the ex1st-
the street children, the incurably 1Ll the NCe of faıth:
ısable the mentally handicapped, the The realıty of Christian hope cCannot be
seniıle an the dyıng. Where ıfe LO tested by ıts fulfillment either. Hope 15 nOoTt
be meanıngless, 1t 1S the Christilan’s duty visıble When the Apostle aul about
an prıvılege LO spread hope. the hope Dy 1C Are saved, he claıms

that ‘hope that 15 SeEN 15 not hope’. He
Hope 1ın Everyday ıfe confirms this understandıng of hope wıth

rhetorical questl1on: ‘ Wor who hopes for
I now return LO the questlion VE as hat he sees‘?? Rom 6:24) We hope for
al the beginning: What do street chıladren hat do not SE  D That 1S the distinctive
ıth dım CVES SPEE ıIn the 1D11cCa v1i1sıon of character of hope. In the New Testament
hope? Lıke the sick and re]ected people who hope 1sS patıent and confiıdent waltıng for
ONCeEe mel Jesus of Nazareth, ın the the Lord When hope, ATre set
STFeEeTt cA1ılaren of today WOU. g1ve OIl  D COUTSEe owards the final gxoal, the CONSUM-
answer mercy! T’hat Care 14 Ca  S matıon.
change the condıtions of lıfe for OL fthese
unhappy children, ole famıly INaYV get The C  enge of Atheism

EW future In the WOT. today there Adre
thousands of poss1bilıties for 91VINg people The Christian v1ıisıon of hope 1S under CONMN-

LE W hope. STLan attack n today’s WOTr Lıke the fool
Christian hope o0es NOLTt OW LO In the Old Testament psalms, there Are ST1

CaDe from the problems of everyday ıfe It people today who Sa Y In their hearts:
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"T’here 1s G0d’ (Ps 14:19 they AT ‚Jesus Ohrist himself, that the last day
rICht, then there 15 hope al all he 111 ralıse the dead LO ıfe and take be-

Today Are challenge by athel1ısm Jevers iınto hıs eternal ngdom, 15 the
dıifferent levels. First, let mentı.on intel- COTe of the Christian hope.
ectual atheısm. 'Thiıs 1S5 attıtude maiınly
based 1n rational world V1eW wıthout allıYy Summary

owards divıne revelatıion. Sec-
ondly, 1n OU.  — CENTUrCY the WOT. has exper1- Lr y to SsSuUummMaArıse reflections the
enced how atheısm Ca  ; be transformed ınto 1D11Ca visıon of hope 1n today’s wor

WOU highliıght the following poıints:ideological System, commuUunısSm.
Where the STAate authorıties have INONODO- The 1D11Ca. hope 1sS paradoxical. It 1s
1se ideologıcal atheism, the {M11S5S6- shaped 1ın sıtuatiıons f suffering and paın.
QUENCES SeeNMM LO be VEeErYV restricted We Ca illustrate thıs by pendulum,
rel1g10Us TrTeedom and attempt LO DIFO* swıngıng from death LO ıfe Specifically
hıbıt the worshıp of God T'hirdiy. atheı1ısm Christian hope 15 anchored Ir thec_

about result of secularısatıon. tıon of Jesus Christ from the dead Eiven 1n
ome people In what W as NCe Christian the hope of eternal lıfe 1n the CO  a_

Europe ATre 11 secularısed that they tıon of a1] things, there wiıll ST be people
know almost nothing about the (GG0d of the who 111 be expelle from the Kıngdom of
Bıble Fourthly, there Ar people a]] around God

wh aCT lıke atheıists, VenNn though they Christian hope oes NOÖöt provıde any
have heard about (z0d an INAYV ave een 1deology polıtical Dr  c for creat-
baptısed infants. But 1n theır everyday ıng better WOT As creatures.,
lıfe God 15 sımply nNOt taken into aCCOUNLT. CVELIYV INa  } an has een COoMM1S-
Hor them, (30d 1s (practically speaking) s1o0ned LO Cale for the whole wWOor. and LO
dead ImMprove the condıtions for ONZ0OINg ıfe

(Qver agaınst these dıfferent ypes of thiıs earth But In the face of eX OUrTr

atheısm, the Christian aı INAaY have hopes for this WOor ATre imıted. Only
portunıiıtıes LO wıtness ıIn favour of ıts hope. Christ offers the hope of lıfe beyond
Wıth the help of good arguments, INaVY ea
be able LO reject false accusatıons which aAare 'The Chrıistian hope 15 under attack.
evelle agaınst 1t. But chall be Like Ludwig Feuerbach 1n the nıneteenth
abhle LO o1ve og1C LEaASOoNS present CENTUTY, there Are people today who claım
tional evidence for the truth of U  H hope. that the Gospel of the viıctory of ‚Jesus
Lastly, iıt 15 question of confidence 1n the Christ Ver the of death 15 projec-
Word of God Therefore, 1n ManYy the tıon of man’'s OW being iınto imagınary
challenge 15 LO be prepared LO oıve ered- heaven. In preaching the Chrıstian hope 1n
ıble test1monYy. Ontext of doubt and indıfference,

1E o0k at people’s attıtudes ıIn sıtu- need LO learn from the Bıble that this hope
at1l1ons of termınal illness. nOt the only has always een controversı]al. omebody
OIl who has experienced bıg San between 1S always agaınst iıt Our hope 1S therefore

unera|l conducted 1n purely secular milıtant hope.
setting an ONeA15 surrounded Dy the We Are called DYy (G0od LO Iıve Out the
hope of resurrection when Christ Christian hope and LO NCOUTASE people
agaın. 'T ’he ultımate ground of (r hope 1Ss who aAare depressed. 'C’hiıs hope 1S NOL Just
the word of Jesus g]ven LO Martha when he promıiıse for OUTr inner spırıtual lıfe and for
raısed Lazarus from the dead “I the the world LO COME; first of all, it; 15 lıving
resurrection and the ıfe he who beheves hope for the WOoOr 1n IC people Aare ın
IM IL though he die, yet he lıve, and rouble If who talk about the OChristian
whoever lıves and believes 1n hope AaW QV from the challenges of OUL

die% (JN 1:293:26) '’he promıise of sıtuatlion, partıcularly from the oppressed,
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