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E Encountering the Exclusive TrTretinren late
twentieth century cult
Les Freres ‘Etroits’

CM  W Diıe exklusıven Brüder
ıge cotland,

RESUME de groupement separe qu  2  zLs etaıent, Sont
progressıvuement devenus UNe SecCie

VUet artıcle presente les Freres Etroits NOUVDVEAL MOULVLEMeEN. relıgieux. La
(Darbystes deputs leurs premers debuts TEUVE est le refus certaınes
Q Dublin et Oxford dans la troısieme ıbertes elementaıires aUX Freres EAitroıits.
decennıie du XIXe sıecle, et pDlus tard Leurs relatıon socıales, leur emplot, leur
Plymouth 1848 est MmOUvemen. marıage, leurs emMmpruntS, leur lieu de
quı S  est repandı, bord Europe, resiıdence, leurs ensevelissements, et fOUS
DULS (1  &2 Etats-Unis, SOUS l’influence leurs CONLACIES VDec le monde exterzeur

chef charismatıique', John Nelson sonft places SOUS le contröle d’une
Darby. Deputs le mM Darby et hierarchie locale des Freres. Ceux quı
dans la sulte, les Freres Etroits ont s’ecartent leur ligne sont reduits
developpe vIg0OUreEUSE doectrine sılence exclus. Ceux qul devi:ent
separatıon). Initialement cela signifialit recoıvent des visıtes miıcıle et
separatıon l’erreur doctrinale CONNUEC. doz:vent SsOoOuvent subır z  qu'on Deut
Dans la SıLte DOUFTANIL, ceftfte separatıon consıiderer COMMe des ınterrogatoires

est venue embrasser LOUS les aSspects abusifs Uette conclusion QUE les Freres
Etroits constıtuent sectie estIa VLE, sorte qu aujourd’hut les

Freres Etroits sont totalement ısoles du confirmee Dr l’opinion et l’experience
monde exterieur. rescapes recents du mMmOUVenNMENL.

Deputs le debut des annees /0, les (Note du traducteur: tableau
Freres Etroits ont ete fouJours plus s’applique du LOout la sıtuatıon des
SOUMILS la dominatıon et contröle assemblees Freres Darbystes
un dirıgeant UNLQUE. Uet artıcle France, QUEC OUS les CONNALSSONS).
affirme QUE, deputs, les Freres Eitroits,

ZUSAMME  'ASSUNG damılt eine Absonderung UonNn bekannten
Lehrirrtümern gemeınt, doch ım. Laufe

Dieser Artikel untersucht die exklusıven der eıt begann SLe, alle Lebensbereiche
Brüder ausgehend UonNn ıhren Anfängen einzuschließen, dıie Mitglieder
ın Dublin und xfor. L7 dritten der exklusiven Brüder z2UJetzıgen
Jahrzehnt des neunzehnten Zeitpunkt vollkommen ısolıert un Uon
Jahrhunderts und spater ın ymou der Außenwelt abgeschlossen Sınd.
ın 1848 Es War eıne Bewegung, dıe siıch eıt den ühen 700ern werden die

exklusiven Brüder ın zunehmendemunter dem Einfluß der charismatischen
Leitung John Nelson Darbys sowochl ın Maße UOoON einem übergeordneten Leiter
Europa als uch anschließend ın den domınıert und kontrolliert Dieser
Vereinigten Staaten ausbreitete. eıt der Artikel zeıgt auf, sıch dıe Brüder
eıt Darbys entwickelten die seıt dıeser eıt ımmer weıter davon
“Wxklusiven” eıne ausgepragte Lehre der entfernt haben, e1ıne “sektiererische”
“"Absonderung”. Ursprünglic War Gruppe seın, un eıner “Sekte”
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oder Ma  S ziecht sıch DVO  e ıhm ZurücRk.bzw. “neuen relıgıiösen Bewegung”
Abweichler werden ın ıhren äuserngeworden sınd. Dies zeıgt sıch ın der

vollkommenen Verweigerung besucht un (häufig entwürdıgenden)
grundlegender Freiheiten. Die sozıalen Verhören unterzogen, uch bekannt als
Interaktionen der Exklusiven—Arbeıit, “Dpriesterliche Beratungen” (engl
Ehe, Hypotheken, Wohnsituat:onen, “priestlies”). Der Folgerung, dıe
Beerdigungen—sowte Jeglicher Aspekt exklusıiven Brüder tatscachl:ch eıne
ıhres Kontaktes miıt der Außenwelt “Sekhte” sınd, wıird Nachdruck verliehen
ıwerden UonNn Öörtlichen unter Rückgriffauf Meinungen un
Brüder-Hierarchien kontrolliert. Wer Erfahrungen kürzlich Entkommener.
(AUS der Reihe anzl, wırd abgekanzelt,

Early Days Swıng and destroyıng machinery under
the auspıices ofthe ficetitious Ned Ludd

In 1826 John Nelson Darby, graduate of O ften happens tımes of hardshıp and
political uncertaınty people begin tO be-Triniıty College, Dublın took the pOoSt heve the end of the world 15 1915 Theyof Curate of Calany, remote ‘ country

parısh County Wicklow. 'The youns eadıly welcome apocalyptic preachers
mınıster who had restless INquıirıng who proclaım the NEeEATNESS of the cComıng
mMIN well real desıre tOo ‘save of ‚Jesus tO set a housand (millen-
souls’ Was SOON Iso recognised for hıs nıum) YCar per10d of bliss eart. It WAas

saıntly lıving. the Spring of 18927 how- not only Darby who emphasısed 17 M1-
EVerT, he suffered rdıng accıdent and nent millennıum, other such E:-;
Was taken tO Dublin order tTO TeCUPDECET- the atAolıc Apostolic uUurCc. the

Christadelphians, the Millerites theate Here he encountered STOUD
discontented evangelicals who WerTe Seventh Day Adventists all shared this
meeting together tO DITaY, TLO ead the sSaImnlle emphasıs.
Bible and UT ONe another.
November 1829 a STOUD of about dozen Early Leaders
of their number held sımple free-style
COomMMmMuUuUnN10N SEervıce aTt Fıtzroy Square. The hirst ‘brother‘ of thıs NEW movement
Thereafter regular weekly reof 15 generally reckoned 4S WAar: Cronin
the TeAa| WwWas established numbers d.1882) It Was hıs V1CW that true

Christian behevers of whatever denom ı-SC began STW necessitated the
STOUD havıng INOVEe tO public natıon be invıted tO c<hare the
ungler Street. Some of those involved reofTea| at the Lord’s table 'The
expressed CONCEeTN about thıs step fearıng mMOovement which eached membershiıp
that ıt ould result their becomıng of 6,000 by 1855 achjieved sıgnificant
separate Church Sucheeventually 1mMpac account of ıts inner COTrTe of
proved tO be the CcCase. The Hrst Brethren eaders who had both gifts sSoc1a|l
Meeting England wWas eld al iınfluence. Prominent among them
Plymouth January 1832 Anthony Norris (Giroves (1795—1853),

The backdrop tO this formatıon of the dentist, who had een M1SS10NATYy
Brethren the S  ts’ AS they SOINE- both Syr1a and Indı  M 1825 he had een
times called, ocused the uncertaınties instrumental the conversıon of Michael
and the political turmoi1l of the Solomon Alexander who later to
This also decade ofhıgh unemploy- become the rst bıishop of Jerusalem.* It
ment followıng the end of the Napoleonic Groves whose ideas captivated the
Wars Food prıces were MSINg ACTOSS thınking of the inner circle. De: to

Jo  E Gifford Bellett, ublın Lawyer, hethe countrysıde INenNn and were
expressing theır discontent Dy rick burn- saı1d. “Thıs doubt not, 1S the of
ing the Name of the egendary Captaın concern1ıng uS, that should COMMEeE
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together ın all sımplıcıty dısciples, not of fortune, intelleect and influence. This
wailtıng pulpıt mMI1NnIıStrYy, but trust- ıncıdentally has een continumg
1ng the ord wiıll edi together Dy feature of the mMmoOovemen: rıght LO the
mınısterıin tO u He sSEES g0o0d from present tiıme. analysıs of forty four
ourselves.’ early Brethren eaders revealed the

John Nelson Darby (1800—1882) Was following. 'T welve WEeTeEe Anglıcan clergy-
another who W as promınent N the INnen WerTeEe raınıng for the Anglıcan
ınner circle from the earliest days. He WAas m1n1ısStry when they Joined the mMovemen
destined tO become the leader of the ‘KEx- Fıve WerTe NO  } conformist mınısters, four
clusives’ following ma)Jor rıft 1n the WeTe lawyers, twelve owned land had
movement ın 1848 Darby Was born al 1iNncome from famıly ds, four WEeTe doc-
Westminster trained inıtlally Jawyer LOTS teachers, five WEerTe business and
but cCırcumstances led LO hıs changıng tOo there WAas oNne AaCTLOT ONeEe artist.®

clerical He Was ınveterate It Was however thıs miıddle-
traveller and early visıted Oxford where classness ofthe eaders hıch enabled the
amon$g MNan y others he met wıth mMoOovemen tO spread rapıdly 1n the
Benjamın Wills Newton "7—99 It 1S also the probable explanatıon for the
George Vicesimus Wıgram 05—7 quashıng of speakıng ın toNgues at
oth INe  - became ardent Ssupporters of Plymouth the rejection of other phe-
hıs VIeWS. Wiıgram (1805—1879) whose omenäa hıch based bıblical lıter-
brother Joseph later became bıshop of alısm such feet washing and the kıss of
KRochester, Was the twentieth SoN of SIir One of the Anglican clergyman
ames Wiıgram and Was of COIMN- who took membership wıth the early
siderable independent INeans FWForsakıng Brethren Was ames Harrıs, oradu-
a commı1ssıon the he entered ate of xfor. He The Christian
Queen’s College, xfOr.where he W as the Wıitness LO hıich Darby, Bellett, Newton
only undergraduate TO keep close and others contrıbuted lıvely artıcles
carrıage. He had intended LO become which set OutTt the Brethren doectrines ıth
clergyman of the Church of England but appetisıng vitalıty. TAC department
bıshop Blomfied refused tO ordaın Was establıshed and z steady flow of pam-
grounds ofhis extreme evangelical VIEeWS. phlets other Lliterature began LO

Newton haıled from Plymouth and attract the attention of the gentry and
assembly of the saınts Was SOON estab- well-healed sections of soclety. Among

the LOoWwnNn Wor this 1TEe4SON the them Was Lady Powerscourt wıth whom
early gatherings WerTe ften known Darby established close rapport.
"Plymouth Brethren)’. Newton WwWas ser1- The early Brethren had place for
OUS edıicate brother wıth INQuUIr- ordained miıinıstry speclally prepared
Ing and restless er hıs earnes unday homilies. e EVETITVYONE Was

forthright leadership the Plymouth expected TO share their faıth whenever
meeting expanded rapıdly. the opportunity ar0ose Preaching the

Bristol Was tO become another prom1- ODEe: and meeting houses and draw-
nent centre of early Brethren ctivı ıng Was expected of EVerYONeE
Here George uller (1805—1898), later fellowship. T’he undayre.f bread
famous for hıs orphanage homes his

faıth
meetings WerTe sımple and unadorned.

Man y ventures, co-pastored Hymns wWere SUunN. wiıthout musıcal
Bethesda chapel wıth Henry Craik accompanıment the brothers who felt
(1805—1866) Muller WwWas the brother-in- prompte LO do S offered theır insıghts
law of Anthony (Giroves an possibly for chosen biblical DPaAsSSase before the
this reason, he and Craıik led theır N:  e- cCcCommunıon elements WeTIe passed ound
gatıon tO adopt Brethren principles. Gradually, almost ımperceptibly, the

nusually for STOUD hich Was tO
become sectarıan ıts attıtudes the

newly emergıing assemblies began LO
phasise the need for separateness’ from

great maJor1ıty of early eaders WerTe 1NenNn the world The and werTe
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tıme when end tıme expectancy Was 1T U- hıs beloved SOl This doctrine has
nıng hıgh; the Lord Was al and, and found steady flow of advocates through
EVETVONE, above all the Brethren, MUST be the centurıes most notably 1n recent
ready tO meet Hım aT, hıs COom1ng. So what tiımes 1ın the wriıtings of Bıshop avıd
had begun movement wıth Jenkins of urham Most of those who
Communion table which WwWas OPDECN TO al had Sat al Newton’s feet SOON admitted tO
believers Was transformed ınto ONe which havıng een taken 1n Dy the delusion of
excluded all SAaVe the elıte ofthe Brethren Satan KEven Newton himselfconfessed TLO

'The leading spirıt all of e Was the TTOT of hıs WaYy>s and subsequently
Darby. Durıing the later and moved AaWAY LO London.
he ose posıtıon of total ascendancy War from thıs being the en! of the
ver the INan assembliıes hıch were matter however, ıt proved LO be only the
being established. Darby Was CON- beginnıng ofwhat W as LO be ırrepara-

ble rıft 1n Brethren. OmMe of those whostantly the MOVEe, skilled oOTrganıser,
persuasıve debater an perhaps above had Llistened TO Newton ın Plymouth went

all, fted and inspirıng preacher. LO etiANnesda 1n Bristol where they WeTe
Indeed Ven the evangelısts such allowed tO break TeAa| There WwWas

avıd Watson WerTrTe®e makıng reference evıdence that of them had taken
LO his wrıtiıngs SETINONS Darby’s board Newton’ recent eachıngs but NOLT-
preaching tours frequently took hım to wıthstandıng, calls WeTIe made by Darby

others for Bethesda LO xelude themLondon, Ireland the Continent where
he ocused hıs energles France, the Bethesda eaders issued
Germany Switzerland. Here SOINE celebrated document known Aas T’he
SEventy Brethren meetings WerTrTe estab- Letter of Ten.*

the beginnıng ofthıs letter the ead-
ers  ? utterly sSsclaım the assertion that the
blessed Son of wWas involved the

of the Exclusive Brethren
The Split of 1849 and the Formation

guilt of the rst Adam or VeTl. had the
experjences of unconverted person.’

Vırtually the only place England where Most cruclally of they refused TO admıiıt
Darby NOLT hold SWaYyY was Plymouth. that merely by hearıng teach-
Whıiulst he Was the early ıng Chrnistians contamınated by ıt
Benjamiın on had remaıned hıs
home LOWwnN and took almost total control Yor SUuppOoS1INg the author aCTts wWerTe

fundamentally heretical, this- would not
ver the Ebrington Street Assembiy. warrant ejecting oOSsSe who Camearby who W as quick tTO recognıse hıs OWIl irom under hiıs teaching untıl wWere sat-TAalIts others returned and protested al fied that they had understood and 1M-hiıs °clericalısm' which he maıintained
quenched the work of the oly Spirıt bibed VIEeWS essen! of oUuNdatLıon
confliet of SOME was inevıtable. truth.°

The clash that wWAas waıtıng tOo happen This committed Bethesda tO the
occasıoned 1847 when Newton orıgınal Brethren posıtıon of keeping the

DSaVE SOMIMME unorthodox explanation the COoMMUN1ı0N table ‘open’ all who share
PEeTISON ofhrıst LO small invıted STOUD. the historiec biblical Christian faıth. How-

ESSENCE he taught what Brethren later EeVeT, Darby and George Wiıgram, another
termed *the tainted hrist' Hıs cConten- ofthe early inner cırcle leadership, had DYy
tiıon Was that Jesus had, lıke the est of this tıme already separated themselves
the human FaCc®C, een born lived ulll- from Newton’ < assembly and set
der the CUTSEe of until the tım of hıs rıval meeting at Raleigh Street er
baptısm the Mver OTrdan. T'his Was Or:  E their best to keep OPDCN the
quıte sımply versiıon of “adoptionism’ hand of friendship wıth them invıted
which maıntained that ‚Jesus did not have Darby TO speak al Bethesda Aprıl 1848

divine STAtus until ‘adopted’ hım He declined this ell meant gesture and
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instead embarked LOUTr of the north increasingly wıthdrawn from the outsıde
July and August following whiıich he world which regarded ASs place of evil

1issued hıs celebrated Bethesda (ircular an Corruptlion Darby progressively
In thıs he maiıintained that tO asSsS0C1aAtfe taught sharp dıstiınetion between the
wıth evıl the WaYy that Bethesda had true Church that the assemblies of the

Exelusives an the est of Christendomone Was OPCNINS the 0O0T NDNOW LO the
iınfection of the abominable ev]]| from hıch had apostatised In theory Darby
hıich at much cost have een delıv- believed saınt could X1ST, outside of the
red Darby Iso stated httle ater Exelusive Brethren but practıce 1 Was
the Samne paragraph that ‘by only wıthın the fellowshıp of the Saıints
PETSONS from Bethesda 0OSe oın that people XD  C work Out theır
morally identihed ıth the evıl Thus salvatıon For the ‘KExclusives theiıir
began the overarchıng princıpal doc- assembly and theır omMMun1ıty the only
tirıne of the Exclusive Brethren namely safe place
separatıng from evıl Man y AaTrTeas of Lıfe ON  ® PEeTSON

From 1849 onwards the ‘Exclusives inıt.ıates NDNEW doctrine teaching and
emerged separate SITOUD Frequently others wıth 1t wıth INOTe enthusıiasm
they wWerTrTe referred LO ‘Darbyıtes and tO consıderably greater extremes
aCCount ofarby’ — total domination Far Such Was the Case wıth the Eixelusives
from declinıng faıthful remnant’ Darby expressed his V1IEWS
however the next thirty VCAars proved TO entitled Separatıon from evıl Prin-
be per10d of CEXDPANS1ON and prosperı1ty ciple of Unity In 1t he WTOTEe
ÖOne early wrıter referred LO 1T the Separation from eviıl becomes the NeCc-

flowıng tıde of the Exclusive Movement ECSSaTY and sole basıs and princıiple of
In 1849 George Wiıgram employed hıs Uunıty for have U1I1L101 wıth
academic talents Dy editing separate evıl He separates the called’ from evıl
Journal under the tıitle of Present Come out from amonsg them and be
Testimony It continued for VeCAaTIS separate 1TECEIVE VOU,

tO eighteen volumes 'To 1t Darby shall be SONS and daughters saıth the
contributed hıs Synopsis of the Books of OTrd Almigh
the Bible and others produced well- When Darby died 18892 he WwWas SUC-
wrıtten articles key doctrinal 1S5SSUe€es ceeded Dy ‚Jo  S Stoney but the decade

which followed wıtnessed the EMETSCNCE
The Charaecter of Exelusive of number ofother smaller factions ach
Brethrenism the Name of their mOst promment  E SN Reacher Grant, Kelly, Stuart Lowe
arby‘ Q teaching separatıon from evıl The descendants of MOST of these
wWas essentially rooted the Old esta- st;  — actıve today Stoney’ teaching of
ment notion of holiness of OUC. Uull- 'separatıon’ emphasised the need tO

connect.ion from people ıt. clearclean thing!” The fear Was that PETSON that the Lord has abandoned them Afterassocilated wıth evıl ı shape form
they ould be <contamiınated’ al the short per10d Stoney sSucceeded Dy
Ve. eas tainted Dy 1T 'T’he matter far Frederick Raven He stressed the 11 DOT-
15 Exelusives sSeeEe 1T symbolıcally ıllus- tance of not reiyıng depending
trated by Jesus parable of the S  od worldly support’ 'Thıs still promınent
Samarıtan The Priest the Levıte traıt amongs present day Excelusives who

only work Brethren COMPAaMIeES bor-Were both unwilling tO COMEe ınto close
TOW NEeY solely from wiıt. the ChurchProx1ım1ı wiıith the Na who had een

robbed lest he s<hould be dead S111C€@ LO fellowship Stoney declared *_ vou want
have touched ould have left LO wıth the gospel you must
them rıtually unclean wıth IT perfectly independent of all

From arby’ tıme onwards the Excelu- worldly SUPPOIT You must not look for
S1VEe Brethren have become steadıly and patronage SUPDOIT from
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On the death of Raven, ames Taylor for them LO avo1ld sıttıng aTt table wıth
Sen1o0or took the reıns ofthe INOVEe@- fellow CIEW members wh WEeTeEe unbeliev-
ment. He had emi1grated from Ireland IO ers, galley tables WerTre sS\aWN down the
establısh linen busıness ın New ork mıddle that there Was eighth of
City In his early m1InNıStry at Chicago inch San Brethren fishermen ate theır

food at ONe en! and the rest of the CTE W althe subject of "The House of the
the other OWever ‚Ven S Was Out-Gospel’ he propounded NDNEW teachıing 1n

hıch he asserted that whilst salvatıon lawed when ıt, eached Bıg Jım: S ears!
Was Christ it. Was ın the Church, ıt Was
Iso the church, “ince ıt. WAas the The Exclusive Brethren Today
Church that hrıst WasSs honoured.

The VCAaTrS sa W the begın- From Big Jım era tO the present day
nıngs of theologıical jJustification for lıttle has changed the restrieted lıfe-
separatıon. It WwWas all matter ofealıng style of the Exclusive Brethren. an Yy-
wıth evil‘. key passage B, teachıng thıng the Man y harsh ften banal
Was the sSecond chapter of aul’s second ınj)Juncti1ons which he laıd down have een
letter tO Timothy VerSes 10229 The both tıghtened xtended wıth
who has purıfie himself wiıll separate MOST strongly controlled religi0us COMN-
himself LO be vessel LO honour‘. The munıitıes, marrıage arrangements
eruclal text hıch all Exclusives still losely legislated From much earlier
underscore 1s a let EVETYV- tiımes Brethren werTrTe requiıred only LO
OIle who Nnames the Name of the Lord wiıithin the movement 'T’his 15
wıthdraw.. Thus the WaY tO deal wıth evıl practice AI oNnS sSect E  An
therefore 1S tO wıthdraw from 1ID. known "endogamy'. the

After the death of ‚.JJames Taylor Sen1i10r Taylorıte eTa Brethren WerTIe required tO
there Was per10d of SOME S1X VCAaTrS be- YOuns. Many girls wedded at
ore hiıs SON, ames Taylor Junior and boys about the SAamme Sınce Collegeotherwiıse known ‘big Jim Uniıiversıiıty NOt optıonassumed overall control ofthe movement employment Was guaranteed wıth the

hıs publıc mIinısStry entitled T' Foun- Brethren there wWas TEe4SON LO delaydations ofthe spe and Other Readings’ Taylor made ıt clear that tO remaın sıngle
he introduced the doctrine of separate Was unacceptable. Young InNen werTe tO
tables’ 'Thıs forthrıght ın)unction x  D the inıtlatıve and PTFroODOSE tO
quired that ONe Was OWEe! LO sıt, al sıster they felt drawn IO There.was tO
table wıth theır OWI) famiıly members of refusing and wedding ceremonı1es
twelve VeCaTrs and older they not wWerTe tO x place Tuesdays. the
break Tea| wıth the Brethren. ater the and Taylor further insısted
doectrine Was extended INOTeEe wıdely. Mem:- large famıiılies as WaY of increasıngbers wWere NOT allowed IO eat. wıth unbe- the membershiıp. the present tım ıt 1s
hevers theır home al theır fhce NO  A generally accepted that it mMay be
place of work. dren WerTe longer better for couples tO when theyoWwe TLO eat school dinners, instead ttle IMOoTe mature perhaps havıngthey had LO x  D packed unch reached VeaTrs of ageBrethren home durıng the ay erTaylor’ == leadershıp restricetions
break Things eached parano1d extremes wWerTe brought regardıng educatıon
when Taylor declared that the Brethren professional qualifications. dren
WeTie not allowed to eat food which prımary secondary schools were not
had been prepared bDy ‘unbeliever‘ that allowed tO play for schoo|l teams z  D
1S people other than the Brethren. part after school actıyıtiıes. They wWere
Taylor’s notion of separatıon provoked only tO soclalise wıth other Brethren chil-
SOINE bizarre incıdents. the orth Aast dren that off the school premıi1ses.of Scotland Man y Exclusives wWerTe Pupils were withdrawn from MOrnNıngınvolved the fishing industry. In order assemblies and Religi0us Education.
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1961 ban Was placed Universıty and insulation theır sıde of the partıtıon
College education hıich has continued LO all ıf they liıve 1n sem1-detached house
the present tıme. Newspapers listed the wıth unbelievers the other side. Satur-

of undergraduates wh had quiıt day 15 NO  S regarded holy day along
Oxford and Cambrıdge Colleges tOo °avo1d wıth Sunday Lype of work 185
fellowshıp wıth unrighteousness.” forbidden penalty of expulsıion. Eixelu-

About thıs tiıme law Was introduced S1IVEeS ATre prohıbıted from havıng COIl-
TLACT wıth famıly members who nOot 1ınwhich forbade N LO be member of

trade unıon publıc body of membershıiıp. Margaret N, friend of
Thiıs meant that Brethren wWwerTrTe forced LO mıne, WAas nOot Ven informed when her
gıve the practice of medicıine, phar- father died In fact ıt 15 tandard practice
INaCY all OCCupatıons which requıred that funeral arrangements kept
professional valıdation. Almost overnight SeCTEe In order to prevent unbelieving
INenNn who had eld posıtıions sc1entifhic famıly members from attending.

Brethren generally LNOVE iınto quıietresearchers, COMPDANY directors
hcitors WerTrTe forced tO z  ® manual and prıvate housıng areas Cul-de-sacs
sShop f{loor jobs. home Lown of particularly popular. members want tOo
Cheltenham, OTile who Was purchase house loan 15 taken OuTt from
searcher al the National Coal Research the assembly from other members of
Station Was compelled tO become the Brethren. 'T0 takı oOut policy wıth
counter assıstant wıth Sharpe and Fisher mortgage COMDANY 15 strictly forbidden
Builders Merchants He continued E 'This IMeans that Man y individuals
posıtıon for number of years until retire- NanCcı tied wıth theır ocal meeting
ment. One ESCADECEC reported that he had for per10ds of thirty forty YCars For
finally left the Exclusives because he Was employment ese days Brethren work
banned by the sSecCt from being member only for Brethren for Brethren .Da-
of the ‘unholy Automobile Assocjation.’ Nıes and usınesses.

Brethren inevıtably keep themselves Brethren not allowed LO x  D holi-
days pu beaches, they not peT-aloof from polıtics ocal

ment. They steadfastly avo1ıld ntan- miıtted LO POSSECSS radıo televısıon set
glement wıth *the PDOWETIS of thıs world’. the eceinema and ance hall S1mM1-
Historically because oftheır commıtment arly egarded °“cıtadel of Satan' ats
LO prıvate enterprıse and managıng theır dogs other domestic petS not
OWI) affaırs Brethren have had in-built LO be kept general, Brethren have few
SUSpP1IC1ON of Socialism Occasionally they hobbies although photography 15 actıvely

encouraged. fact the nıneteen Nıne-have sought to Parlıament for
example June 1964 when Te- tıes ıt, has become Exclusive practice
sentatıons wWerTe made theır behalf tO photograph all the members attending
the Commons debate the Pharmacy meetings dren ften spend their
ll This proposed TO allow members of SDarec tıme makıng collages of their ocal
the Brethren LO practıice pharmacy wıth- ellowshıp
oOut being members ofthe harmaceutical One area where the KEixcelusive Breth-

ITenNn do hold together 15 the matter ofSociety. INOTeEe recent tiımes the TLory
Taylor has spoken theır behalf hospitalıity. weekends Brethren famı-

Jn ONe Lwo 0CCasıons. hes COMe together quıite Jarge numbers.
Perhaps hardest of for the Brethren Perhaps Ltwenty people wiıll sıt

and partıicularly for theır children, 185 the down to meal after which ere wiıll be
fact that they compelled tO lıve ve. SamMes, homespun MUSI1C and actıvı-
restrieted lıfe-style. ulte apart from the tıes. One SUrDPrıIsSıNg aspect of Brethren
prohıbıtion to eat wıth non-members, the soclalısıng 15 that the of Spirıtuous
Brethren mMay not ven share bath lıquor, especlally whisky and e1in, 15
ont 0O0OT wıth them More recently they couraged. Thıs practice also ates back
have een rdered tO put xra Jayer of Taylorıan ediet Bıg Jım, it9 had
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great ıkıng for hıs Johnny Walker he standable agaınst the background offree-
exhorted hıs members tO follow dom and liberalisation hıich Was takıng

When member of the fellowshıp 1eSs place 1ın soclety. However, the decade
Brethren make their OWI)l funeral progressed the hıch Taylor XeTr-
arrangements. wıth the Muslıms they eised ver hıs followıng went. ell beyond
L1LLOW have ONe of theır people ach TeAa reasonable limıts The absolute he
who embalms the body, buys the cofhin had hıs ands began tO COTrTUup hım
and ransports it tO the cemeterYy. Funer- absolutely. Three things particular
als AT®e held wıth hittle publıc attention WeTe LO hıs downfall. He became

possible. Often vVvOoungs boys ATe left tO increasingly engrossed Imakıng
fill the ole above the casket when the actıvıties, hıs drinking led tO hıs be-
burjal Prayvyers have een completed. COom1ng alcoholiec hıs salacıous

ıth SE  >
petite led hım tO increasıng obsess1ion

Exclusive Brethren Worship
It had long een the custom for the

Exelusive Brethren worship has always acknowledged world leader of the Breth-
een plaın and unadorned SıncCe the earlı- renNn tO gıve public Biıble teaching Eng-
est. tımes. What takes place gıven land These gatherings WerTe ften held aTt

maJor venues such Westminster Cen-Sunday today 15 h3ttle different basıc
( firom the early beginnıngs Dublin tral Hall attended Dy several thou-

the Essentially the congregatıon sand members. Called ‘Readıngs’ the
1S seate sem1i-cıircle wıth 1NenNn ONe teachıng WAas, still 1S, gıven diıa-
side the the er. Hymns logue format nationally recognised

SUN:; unaccompanıed Dy musıcal brother speaks Out the question then
instrument thıs 185 felt tO ‘hinder the the leader Aa SWEeTSsS In the early days

these readıngs WeTe deeply spirıtualeedom of the Spirıt" The WE
ead SCATVES and they not allowed tO posıt1ons ofBiblical which were

speakat themeetings Menwhofeelmoved related tO the 1SsSsues of daily hving.
do MaYy get and make 1MM- readıngs WeTlTe continue LO be publısh-

pPromptu contrıbution TLO the theme of the ed small paperback volumes and treas-
meeting. "Thiıs 18 usually focused elabo- ured (G0d?’ Word
ratıng p  C  ar Bible passagse. There 15 By the late early Jım

Taylor Was clearly OuUTt of control.preparedIl, order ofSEerVvIce set
Prayers. Sınce Taylor Junior’s reak- Many of the readings werTe crude inNnNuen-
ıng of bread’ SErVICES have been held al S1X 0€es cheap hurt Jıbes which made
clock the mornıng. furthersomewhat httle tOo D} Speakıing alt
quirky regulation Big Jim requıre- Nostrand Avenue, New ork City, he
ment that do not WE tıes at the esse: ONe member of the CONSTESA-
meetings because worldly tıes must tıon ollows ‘You ıTe of actıon

LOO you rat” there, don’t forget VOUuUTcut”! Exclusive Brethren often preach
the ODE. Saturday mornıngs al- cheque. We wıll x cheques, wıll
though they themselves al loss what z  D anythıng, but do not want them
LO do when people LO them bounce.’ Turning TLO P ady he saıd °Ah,
conversatıon Out. IMOTrTe Most AasSsSeMN- it LO about that dear sıster ver
bhlies hold Gospel Servıice although ese there Mrs Have VvVou changed VOour
AT often during the unday lunch hour :  117?* Well ıf not do it, yvou must do it

Later he confronted another gentleman:
tOo attend
per10d when few people lıkely want

°Do you hear that you Toronto I: what
the world 15 VOur Name, you But

Bıg Jim Man out of Control vVou not baldy like have not
got the raıns he has »l At the cele-

At level the tightening restricetions brated meeting erdeen August of
the Brethren the under- the SAaInlle VCaTr the rhetoriıic Was even
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Taylor denounced devout believ- “You wiıll Z  D VerTr when go It Was
ers 'bums’, ‘hbastards’ and °SoONsS of inevıtable that ONe of Bıg Jım toad-
bitch’*‘ But this Was comparatively mıiıld Jes, Symington ould maıntaın the
fare compared wıth hat followed. Shat- SIME wıth INOTEe of the SAamme It 15
tered and exhausted, Taylor retired LO hıs axıomatıc am on the Exclusives that
1TOOIN al the home of ames Gardiner their leader do > hence ıt
where he Was stayıng the outskirts of becomes diffeult for SUCCESSOT LO
the cıty Among the vısıtors Iso there hıs predecessor’s ediets meant

that all the extremes hıch included 6.00wWere Alan and Madeleine Ker from Har-
TOW Made Ker offered toO wash Taylor’s Sunday worshiıp, separate tables, LO-
feet and followed wıth SOINE gentle isolatıon from the outsıde world
massagıng of hıs neck. ° that Ve. Vell the exhortation to drınk whisky
soothıng”, Taylor later confessed tO Sspırıtuous lıquor have continued OWN TtO
Daıily Kxpress reporter. The therapy COIMN- the present tıme.
pleted Madeleine Ker got ınto the bed Symington remaıned at helm untiıl the
beside Taylor only LO be discovered short early when he WAas replaced Dy Bıg
tıme later by (GGardiner SOINeE of the 1m’s Australhan son-in-law, Bruce Hales
other local eaders.’® Despite Taylor PIO- Bruce had een noted the
testing hıs INNOCeENcCEe the national ‘very ambıtious yYyOoung man He Was
carrıed headlines the following day hıch hıghly motivated business Camne tO
announced wiıth large pıcture "The England number of 0CCas]ıons
Woman Big Jim Bed 219 effort tO mobilise Brethren companıes tO

Once the DNDEeEWS broke, ıt wWas sufhcient make INOTeEe NEeEY He marrıed Taylor’ S
tO shake substantıal numbers free of the daughter, Consuella ‘Cons1’), INOVEe
abusıve emotional hold hıich Taylor hıch doubtless helped TLO strengthen hıs
had ver them Followıng the incıdent claım tO the throne things turned out,
about eight thousand members parted hıs tenure the LOD SpDOTt Was short Like
COM PDANY wıth the Exelusives Ver the hıs father-in-law, hıs problems wıth alco-
next LWO years.“ Whatever had taken hol eventually rendered incapable of
place, Taylor WAas clearly compromised. kind of leadershıip. Hıs yYOUNSeI
°Mrs Ker WwWas the sSamne bed’, he told ONe brother ‚John therefore took the reıins
reporter, ‘but she wasn’t Iying wıth IM st; retaıns the posıtıon al the PTE-

wasn Iyıng wıth her, yvou sent tıme The Excelusives currently
what mean Escapees wıth whom have reckoned by those who have recently left
spoken, take the V1CW that obsessed wıth tOo have z membership of about ’

members.as he WAaSs, Taylor probably 1Inca-
pa of committıng adultery few days
after the event al Aberdeen ‘Big Jiım Cult KFeatures of the Excelusive
changed hıs STOTY lıne It had een Brethren
deliberately staged TO S€ who werTrTe the
°real saınts’ who ould remaın faıthful tO 'There be Little doubt that the Exclu-

Then at the beginning of October SIve Brethren have moved from havıng
een sect’ tOo become RecentJust when wWerTe afoot tO oust

from the leadership gether the DapeTrs from the movement unäanı-
reported Bıg Jım Taylor, the Archangel INOUS the matter 'The Exclusives -
of the Excelusive Brethren, the fanatıcal rently have all characteristics of what
relig10us SeCT, has cdied New York . sociologısts of relıg10n designate 15 °cult’

The struggle for overall control New Relig10us Movement NRM)
continued for SOMME weeks and eventually Cults have leader who claıms
ames Symington, p1g armer from divınıty alt the ve least 1S the sole
Neche orth Dakota, took control. He Judge of other members’ actıons. There
WAas highly egarded Amerıca has always een a domiıinant figurehead
Taylor himself had publicly saıd tO ver the Execelusive Brethren S1INCE the
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earliest days of Jo  E Nelson arby but 1NCe the Bıg Jiım era Exclusive behav-
S11N1CEe Bıg 1mM’s L1ime they have COMe LO 10 has een totally controlled rıght

total control They AT®e known down LO domestic mınutlj.ae Thiıs sSeeN
nıversal Leader Man of (30d’ Theır the order tOo IMNe  - not tO have beards

publıc teachıngs conveyed al also not tO We tıes at Sunday SETV1CES
21readıngs and then printed book because °all worldly tıes must be cut’.

form They ATre required acted uDOI Women ATe requıred LO Weead SCATVES
without question ven though they have al all 1mMes These AT LO be plaın whıiıte
devastatıng CONSCQHUCNCES including the blue colour Are ften pinned
separatıon of husbands from W1Ves and back behind the ars
children from parents These have It ell known that ONe of the INeans
sulted traıl of divorce broken homes Dy which Cults retaın total contro|l oftheir

Ssulcl1des Many who escaped the adherents exclusıvıty and isolation
movements the and sSOIMNE thıs matter the Exclusive Brethren
of whom know personally, TeINaıln their Namne suggests exception
severely emotionally damaged They believe that other body has the

ults operate totalıtarıan resSIMEC *truth of the hurch‘’ walks the lıght(Government from the LOp and passed of the assem Ccts the of
down through ATeCa eaders who Iso the Holy Spirıit Exclusives isolated
mınısterıng brothers Taylor instituted from the world’ ıts surrounding cul-
what known the monthly “Care Meet- ture al CVETYVY level from the eradle LO the

LO hıch member who has faıled STaVe chools for example theır chil-
dren wıthdrawn from assemblıes andTO comply wıth movement's CEe-

ments summoned DevJaants who have lessons They nOot allowed tO
engaged such actıvyıtıes visıtıng 1910185 partıcıpate Out of school aCTLIv1L1eSs
Brethren family members eatıng wıth soclalise wıth 1N1ON Brethren children
work colleagues eiıther shut (con- recent development has een home
fined tO theır OWI ome withdrawn tLultıon and about ONne thır of Exclu-
from (not spoken to) for designated peT1- S1VE children 1OW educated this
ods of SIven areca faltering WaY Televisıon sets banned and
Japsed members visıted theır CWSDADETS not taken When 1T LO
homes Dy ocal eaders prıesSts who funeral SETV1CES these kept ve.: quıiet
remonstrate wıth them about the ITOT of There PU. announcements the
their WAaYS There Man aCCounts of the arrangements which
these (‘prıestlies’) Dy recent solely the hands of Exclusives who e
eavers of abusıve quest1onıng iıncluding appointed as undertakers Bunaals UuUSU-
extracted confessions of affaırs mastur- ally take place wit. day LWwoOo before
batıon lust SOlg famıly members ı1 the outsıde world getwıith Cultie such as the tO hear the NDNEews
Branch Davıdians ofWaco, the Exclusive As ı other Cults Brethren COMmMe tO
Brethren almost total contro|l have deep emotional dependence
ver members daily lıviıng YFor instance their movemen They takı out mortgages
Taylor rdered Exclusives tOo wıth the Brethren they only work for
Inıtially girls wWere tO wed al Brethren COM1DAN1IES and usınesses
boys al At present - all their soclalısıng which ften OV-mended Taylor also requıred that the ably wıt, the context of the
erfremo0Nle should be conducted by Brethren short they know of other
BrethrenEoflicers takı place lıfe other than that of their ocal fellow-
only Tuesdays He ollowed thıs sh1ıp Not surprisingly, ndivıduals who
wıth an order that Brethren have COINE out’ often feel racked wıth guiltlarge famıiılies He further Trdered that emotionally ere recent unıversıty

WeTe NOLT TO refuse proposal of thesis indicated hıgh levels of psychologi-MaAarT1age made Dy suntable cal damage the part of eavers.®
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Finally, there be oOu that See Dictionary of ailıiona. Biography
eNtry for Michael Solomon Alexanother controlling Exelusive
Quoted Wılson Patterns of Sectarıan-Brethren exploit theır following al CVETY
L5 London Heinemannlevel Women have een allowed tO

speak the meetngs and they play ılson Op (3#

ve subservient role al CVETY level At the Letter of the Ten Jun 1848
bıdheight of hıs COrTup trıp Taylor Darby "T’he Bethesda Circular (1848) pordered that WerTrTe not LO WeaTr TASs bıd

underwear which W as nothing INOTEe See Isajah hapter 11
than EXCUSE LO satısfy hıs predatorıal CN < 16 LO Darby, Separatıon from vl G(0d.
sexual appetiıtes Between the meetings Principle of nıty
at Manchester and Aberdeen 1970 he See Tinder editor ”The Brethren Move-

ment the OT Christianuddled fondled ECvVerYy Sıster who
Came NnNe hım an! ulled IMNany of them reihren Fellowship September 1973
OWNn hıs knee 'The practıce W as olume
short-lived KEngland although 1T contın- Raven Ministry Volume 313

See Aberdeen Press anı Journal 25 Mayued for longer South Afrıca under the 1961 eptember 1961teaching of Derek Noakes 13 aıly Express Aprıl 1961
It ould be hard LO conclude Daiıly Maiıl July, 1962

other WaYy than LO categorically A2S3SE Taylor (Junior) Readings At No Ta
that the Exclusive Brethren Avenue and ther Ministry No Oectober

1970 105hıghly dysfunctional movement Their
ıbıd 108recent eaders exemplıfy the old

adage that COTrTUDEIS and absolute See dams Goodbye Beloved Brethren
COrTUuDPtS absolutely For the (Impulse Publications 120—-133

evıidence of these LWwO QSSEert10Ns need 'The Sunday Express ugus 1970
look further than the hundreds of Sunday Mirror ugus 19770

aıly Mail October 1970
Dast present walking wounded AA ave wıtnessed this al the OUu: Carlton
almost CVEI'Y LOWwWN and CIty Street eeting 1 Cheltenham
the British Isles Aebi-Mytton Exploratory Study of

recent academıic study of the psycho- ental Health ofFormer Members of
aylorıte Branch of Exclusivelogical damage experienced Dy Exclusive

Brethren (Unpublıshed MSc Thesıs,Brethren indicated 50% still CXPD  C Universıiıty ofonupsetting eMmMoores 62% still 1T hard
LO trust theır OWI)l feelings 4A'7% CXDC- Tbıid pS

feelings of not belonging TtO Information received from avıd Shorto
by intervi1ew January 199’/group.“ Aebi-Mytton Op Cit.,p

Why do Christians Fin it Hard to Grieve?
GeoffWalters

T’he hrıstlian faıth should OUTC®e of com{iort Through case-studies drawn from the Old and New
bereaved behevers. Instead, for mManYy, Christian behef Testaments, modern psychological theory and modern
8 1 DOSE addıtıonal urden of denjal and ular Chrıistian hterature grief, he arg ues that

of lack of faıth
Funerals become celebrations and deep grief evidence hat ı most biblical ı moOost. therapeutically effective.

The author for practice of theology ofgrieffar-reaching study Walters explores the S bibhcal beht  B whitl acknowledge the andfor often confused and unhealthy approach
hrıstlans. He traces eNOTMItY ofdeath and allow STIEVE properlytowards grief and death

the of Ian of the problems Plato’s behef ı
the immortality of the soul whi) adopted Dy the 18 tha:  > Walters drawn (his)
early and displaced the biblical emphasıs the scholarship vuer ITLOTLYC: and grounded { his

research produce thıs booR LL supported his
resurrect]ıon of the body ral MAINIS! L7L glad commend warmly

Rıchard Burridge Dean of Kıng's College, London
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