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W  H ook Reviıews/Recensions/Buchbesprechungen
EuroJTh 6:2, 169—-17/1 style typiıcally Newbigin) wıth a lack of ACa-

em1C footnotes yet, also typıcally
T’he Open Secret. Introduckhon LO Newbigıin, ONe 15 iıntensely WAAare that the

clearly rdered LexTt 15 ompact and underthe Theology of Mıssıon girded Dy comprehensive creatıveLesslie Newbiı
London: SPCK, 1995, vin+192pp., eNCcCceEe of the Maın m1sSS10N debates of i

Christian scholarshıp H‘irst han! eXxper1-
£9.99, ISBN 0521—4184-5 century. This 15 not lıghtweight texXt, but ıt

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG 15 clear, relevant, accessible scholarship
ve: best SONewbigin entwickelt ın 'The Open Secret eıne 'T’he of the book refers tO the treasurebiblisch-trinitarische ologıe der Missıon, of the gospel that has een EeNTIrusSte: tO thedıe dreı Aspekte umfaßt. dıe Verkündigung church; ıt. 1s the ' open secret of God’sKönigreichs Gottes, dıe eilhabe Leben des through Christ, LO bring things theiıir trueSohnes und das Zeugnis UOMmM (7eist. u] dıeser en! the glory of the trıune God’ (D 188)Grundlage geht ewbigın annn auf die folgen Missıon 15 the church’s callıng steward thisden gegenwärtıgen missiologıischen 'hemen

ein: dıe Beziehung des Evangeliums zur Welt ODeN secret. Newbigin rejJoıces OVerTr the STOW-
geschichte SOWLE dıe ragen, die UVonN derBefrei- ıng recognıtıon of mılssion central LO the

ungstheologie, der Church Growth of ıdentity of the uUrCcC. OWever ere 15 much
ebate OVerTr hat “mıss10n’enNewbigin’sissıon’ und der Präsenz anderer Relıgionen E: Text 15 tO place the debate aboutaufgeworfen werden. T'he pen Secret hıetet mı1]ssıon bıblical perspective.chriıstliche orschung auf höchstem Nıveau thıs he o0es a wonderfully esh andun verdıent eıne weıte Ssersc bibhical WAaY. After openıng chapter hich

the ebate OU‘ mı]ssıon during E:RESUME chapters set out Newbigin’s PTO-Dans ceft OUUTAaßLE, ewbiıigınD} theolo- posal for biblical theology of mMISSIO0N. He
la MLSSLON quı est bzblıque et trınıtarre,

et quı s’ordonne autfour froLs themes. la
argues hapter for epıstemological
S  INg polint the lordship of Christ. The

proclamatıon du Dieu, Ia partıcı- authority of Jesus 1S5 ultimate thus seek
patıon Q la U1Le du Fils, et le temoıgnage T00T. one’s theology of mı1]ıssıon er
l’Esprit dont S  uUSs porteurs. Sır cette INg pomnt 1S INa  sable. er t]he
base, "auteur aborde les problemes missıio0lo- mı1ssion 15 thus tO Out the
g1ques quı SsSe pDposent actuellement. rapport ole of hfe ole WOT. the confession
nire vangıle et U’hısto:ire unıverselle, Ia that Jesus 1s Lord of (D 17)
theologie et la liıberation, la VISLON MILSSLON- The question of esus ıdentity led the
naıre Ia eroLsSssance des Eglises et Ia question uUrc to the doctrine of the thıs
des AauUtires relıgons. L’ouvrage fait DTEUVE (0764 resul the early UrC. develop-une erudıtion chretienne exemplaire et ıng DeEe  g V1CW of the WOor. hich the
merı1te arge diffusion. cContemporary een the ens1ıble

the ıntellig1ıble. thıs adıtion Newbigin
Open Secret 1s worthy addıtıon the elaborates T1IN1LATLIAN theology of mıss.ıon

feast of Newbiı  gIn’s wrıtıngs Newbigin for around three locı proclaiming the gdom of
SOmMe years M1SS10NAary Indıia 'T'here the ather actıon.), sharıng the Llife of
he V onstantly hallenged ou the WaYy the Son ove act1ıon), bearıng the wiıt-

hıich the gospel encounters Indian culture Ness of the Spirıt (hope actıon) Mission 15
1INCe returnıng to England Newbigin has about the reiıgn of Over the ole of
wrıtten extensively OU! how the gospel creatiıon (kingdom) esus has arrıyed
cCounters estern culture Open Secret but the weakness CTrOSS; the TEeSUTITEC-
represents Newbigin’s matfure reflection tıon 15 the Arstfruts of the comıng of the
biblical theology ofmilss1o0n. It 15 the deposıt of

lecture serles that he delivered to Christians
re1gn of but ıt takes the eve of faıth TO See
thıs, s () that m1ss1ıon 15 faith actıon; 1t. 1s5

preparıng for m1]ss1ıo0n work. It 185 not intended lıving out of lıfe the convıctiıon that the
be academic work and combines lucid re1gn of has COME 18 COmMINS.
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Jesus mbodied the gdom the Newbigin also insısts that obedience
UrCc. partıcıpates hıs lıfe and IN1SS10H For discipleship cannot be separate °It NOTLOT1-
all Its brokenness the UrCc. the ucharıst QUuSs that the LımMes places from hıich
indicates the place where the reıgn of successful evangelıstic I1LAass

present and al work story At the CO.  NS ave een eported ave often
ucharıst Christians taken agaın ınto een marked Dy agran evıls such AS TaCcCısın
the acrificial lıfe ofhriıst sent. OuUT be milıtant sSecCcLAarı1anısm blın SUppOrt of

(God’s WOTrT. love actıon Mıiıssıon the
the COMMUNITY of the resurrectjion OPPTESSIVEC ECONOINIC polıtical Systems

(p 135) OWever CONFra lberation heology
work of the Spirıt the of the Spirıt he CAaut.]l0Ous OU: of INSS10NATIeEe: LO
the Arstfruits of the COMINS gdom thıs the ethical ontent of that obedience; local

I1SS10N hope aCcL1o0nNn hurches MUST be led by the Spirıt 2
In chapters T Newbigın, from the basıs respect

of trnnıtanman eology of On the difÄeult of the relationshıp
ımportant 1S5SUue€es CUTITEeN! m1SS1010g2y Chapter between CONLLVEeETS10I and culture Newbigın

deals wıth the gospel WOrT. history, the uUrCcC growth school danger
hapter eight wıth lıberation theology, chap- of havıng statıc V1IECW of culture whereas 1T
ter wıth the UrCc. growth school ofINSSION ways changıng He invokes aul’s doc-

hapter wıth the difncult question of of the POWETS approprılate Biblical
the gospel and er relıg10ns Newbigin’s framework for thınkıng about culture The
handlıng ofese omplex 1SSU€es 15 masterful DOWEeTS (of state relıgıon law custom etc.)
He rıghtly that the cl1as between proviıde the ordered framework wiıt. hich
the biıblical VIieE  z ofhistory and modern hısto- 17 possible for human freedom tO develop
rography perhaps the MOST ımportant 1_ (D 143) They of God’s creatiıon
SUe the ogueeenthe gospel the LO be brought under hıs re1gn. Newbigin PTO-
contemporary culture of the estern world’ three-pronged mMO for
(p 83) He poınts out thatı1L histori1ography about CONVeEeTrTrS10N culture the tradıtional
ONe has LO ave SOMe erterna for determining culture 1tsSe the Christianıty" IN1SS101N-

15 sıgnıficant, the hıisto- aTYV, and the Bible limitation of the EeCU-
correctly briıngs LO the data the asSSum menical MOVemMen!: has een Its faiılure to

L10N that has disclosed the MEAaANINS ofthe FrEeCOSNISE the tradıtione: NAatLure of Its OWIN
whole STOTY the STOTY of esSus presupposıtıions

eratıon ‚heology 15 T'he chapter discusses the gospel
Newbigin elp: reminder that faıth among the relıigi0ns Newbigıin clear that
bedience CANNOLT separate mM1ısSsS10N the Christian cCannot sacrıhce her ep1stemo-
ern IMN1SS10H has een LOO influenced by og1Cc S  INg pOo1NT this discussion He
colon1alısm and Newbigin wıth era- ocates the TOOTS of approac. phılo-
L10N theology that the deology of the free sophiıcal iıdealism E. confessjonal
Mar 15 form of idolatry Confrontation of approac. Q  15 Christian ONe Examining the

1dolatry 15 probably the most urgen‘' arı0us models for understandinger relig
N F  C  e  _- COMINS CENTUrY Newbigın 10 Newbigin PTroODOSES that leave the
shares Lberation theology’s rejectıon of the destination of adherents of other relıg
ıdealist VIieE  S of PEeTrSONS essen! SP1II1- 1010 the of and that enter

but has reservatlons OU' Its adoption of INnTto alogue wiıth them sımply 15 WITNeEeSS
Marxist VIE  S of human nNature hich has the ÖOne who has taken hold of We eed

httle TOO for reconcıiıliation IS Marxıst reCOSNISE hght wherever 1T while
epistemology—soclal scıentiNc analysıs also being WAare that relıgıon 15 the sphere of
CAaNNOL Z  D the place of the biblical STOTY the demoniıc The PUTDOSE ofalogue only

Newbigin shares the UrC. growth be obedient WITLNESS Christ
school’s CONCeTrN for evangelısm but denies MmMere 199 Newbigı1in COVeTS lot
that the holds numerıical growth and the of ground cCannot evaluate his
message of the gdom closely together ar  en detaijıl although they inevitably
“There 15 vv deep CONCEeTN for the 1INtegr1Ly call for Just such engagement. ÖOne often eels
Chrıistian wıtness but ere }  N  N evıdence of that ONe getiung succinet pase hat
anxıety about enthusiasm for rapıd growth 1811 has developed through years of min-

1SE o0es the triumph of God’s re1gn istry! What makes thıs book excıting ] ıts
tO depend UuUDO.| the growth of the integraliy Christian startıng pOo1nNt It 15

church‘’ traordinary Jus how Sstrong and CONSCIOUS thıs
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ANng point 1s The first few chapters hich evangelical afırmation of propositional
set out the theological foundations of mı1ıss1ıo0n aspect to Scripture, Newbigin sometimes

full of statements hke the following: uFor discussion of the authority of
“The Christian m1ıssıon 1s thus LO act out Scr1ipture, SsSeeEe Newbigın, Foolishness fO

the ole Lfe of the ole WOTrT. the confes- Greeks ILondon: SPCK, 1986:42-64|)
S10N that Jesus 1s Lord of all’ (p 1%4) Open Secret remaıns MO of misslologicalave spoken ofm1ıss10N theproclaiming scholarshıp the liberating ST1D ofScripture
of (God’s kıingship OVer human history
OVer the whole COSIMNOSsS Missıion 15 concerned

Newbigin posıtıon cular areas
quıires detajled evaluatıon that CAannotL

wıth no less than the completion of SUe ere Sufhce it LO menti.on that not
that has begun tO do the creatiıon ofthe persuaded by his approprıiatıion of aul’s doc-
world humankind Its CONCEeTN 1S NOTt SEC- trıne of the DOWEI'S WaY ınto
ı1onal but total unıversal (p 56) understanding of culture oOpınıon

Newbigin Seis Out from comprehensive dynamic not.ion of ecreatıon order, bıblically
visıon ofChrist’s Lordship, eshapes hıs undersSstoo mMay be the better TOUTteEe ere
entire m1SsS10logy. When ONe discovers the Newbigin’s theology of law election, plus
comprehensıve Lordship of Chnrist 1S, hıs V1ECW of the several ınterpretations of
Chrıistian worldview), ONe realıses that such Christ the erting LO the destina-
hohstiec perspective reshapes one’s thinking tıon of the gospel tO mankınd always

sSorts of arecas. Sadlıy, however, often do stimulatıing, but requıre careful analysıs.
not ave the tiıme texts avaılable tO help )Den Secret 18 classıc; ıt, 15 ONe of
work through that PTrOCESS of re-formation. 0OSe books that shoul: be read wıdely,

Open Secret 15 wonderful example of ngaged wıth detaiıl Its great merıt 15 ıts
such reshaping, and m1sSs1ıo0nN 15 CeN- rootedness rıghtly huge V1CeW ofthe LORD

LO Chrıstian theology 15 Newbigin CHRIST Newbigin STAarts Open Secret
ıt 15 (and agree), then WOTrT. wıth the words, st 1S the hght of the

through the reshapıng al thıs poınt be natıons’, and he approprlately ends the book
e1lp: for one’s understanding of the Bible, follows
story (cf. chapter 4), the relatıonshıp be- The yStery of the gospel 1S5 NOLT ntrusted
tween evangelısm jJustice (ef. chapter 8), TO the UrC. LO be burJ:ed the ground It 155

Christian approac. tO er religıons ntrusted the uUrc be rısked the
the problem ofplur. (cf. hapter 10), and change and interchange of the spirıtual COTN-
mMan er are ert the AaTea of of humanıty It belongs not, tO the
m1]1ssıon Newbigıin demonstrates that hıs uUrCc. but the ONeEe who 15 both head of the

UrC. head CoOoSmos It 1s hisstartıng poınt 1S capable of bringing nuanced
perspective to bear Man y of the ontemDpo- and graCce bring LO ıts completion

debates mi1ss1o0logy. that ong-hıdden pPurpose, the SecTe ofhich
urthermore, Newbigin’s kurzos-centric has eenen the UrC. order that

approac. takes the authorıty of CTY1D ıt. May become the oOpenN manıfestation of the
rously foundation. WAaY; Scr1ipture 1S5 truth natıons (p. 189)
continuously and thoughtfully eferred
Newbigin is intensely WAäare that wıthout a Craig Bartholomew
Strong doctrine of the authorıty of Scr1ipture, Cheltenham, Englandthe uUrCc. be una| crıtique CONTLEM-
DOTAaTY culture effectively lef. Newbigın,
Unfinished Agenda St, drews Press, EuroJTh 6:2, A1993:248—-250 T'he OU! ofhis trinıtarıan
eology of m1ıssıon 1S developed Out of
Passages of Scripture the most elp: Truth and Authority ın Modernity
Ways. Hor example, hıs chapter ‘Missıon Lesslie Newbiı
E;__fl onfor God’s Justice’, Newbigin outlines Leominster: Gracewing, 1996

ve: useful page how Romans presents
the unıty Christian hope, embracıng the
prıvate pu lıfe of the human DersoN RESUME
(pp.106,107) Newbigin rıghtly focuses the ette brochure vIise R aıder l’Eglise Q COMPDTETL-
authority of Scripture of ıts mediat- dre responsabılite MLSSLONNALFE dans COT7L-

personal relationshıp wıth Christ, but Texti  ' actuel et Q l’assumer. L’auteur affırmedo not . 15 necessarıly COwıth la echerche la verıte  R s’effectue LouJours
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