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omplex sometımes puzzling hermeneuti- SUN
cal Concepts. 'The Spirıt the Letter ıst Bartons zweıtes

ÖOne wiıll cert. disagree wıth arton al uch zUuU biblischen Kanon. Sein früheres
tımes SINCEe hıs perspective—despiıte hıs Cau- Werk Oracles of behandelte den jüdischen
t10us well-balanced argument—I1s eS- Kanon des Alten Testaments un Wr (1US-
sarıly shaped by his OWZI)l agenda, 1.e., gesprochen unbefriedigend. Das vorlıegen.
preference for moderate redactıon erıticısm. Werk thematisıiert den chrıstlıchen Kanon
'Thıs becomes evıdent, for example, hıs CT1- el Testamente Nı ıst wesentlich posıtıver
ıque of rhetorical erıtics who can nearly al- und hılfreicher. Obwohl einzelnen unk-
WaYys “demonstrate” TrNetOrıCc structure fen auf dem üheren uch aufbaut, ıst doch

gıven LexT, and invalıdate historical- prinzıptell grundverschieden. Besondere
erntical arguments ase ıts apparent (or eachtung wıird der au  eilt, miıt der dıe

biblischen Bücher VO.:  \ den Kirchenvätern Dver-vıdent) formlessness’ (p 201) B 15
princıple, the problem remaıns wendet wurden, sSowLie den Verzeichnissen der

whether the texts question COTrTECLLYy ücher gewıdme och Bartons ehauptun-
esc1rDe! formless nOot. although the gen, dıe Häufigkeit der enutzung UonNn

ave TO be g1ven individual größerer Bedeutung seLl als ıhr Status als
basıs, on Ss statement s<shows that the Heilıge Schriften, Unı daß dıe Verzeichnisse
results get wWways determined Dy the eıne spalte Entwicklung darstellten, sınd nıcht
questions ask. It 15 therefore problematic aufrechtzuerhalten
tO the drıve behind rhetorical erıtic1ısm

apologetic ONe (p 204), ıt, ould Jo  5 Barton 1S wrıter who adventur-
en LO condemn the historical-eritical OUS oughts about the Canon. Oracles of
enterprıse sımply estructive (1986), dealing wiıth the eW1S. CAanon of

But these quarrels not iıntended less- the Old estament, they were ve.
> onNn’s achievements, hıch make hıs oughts ee! wWerIe capable of beingbook—even ONe o0es nOot asTreec wiıth EVE. comprehensıvely Sprove (see A ern
thing Barton‚Yımportan contrıibution Theory of the Old 'Testament Canon,’ etus
LO the 1ssue of Old estamen: interpretation. Testamentum XL1:4, the present

work, dealing wıth the stı1an Canon of the
er Biıble, cular of the New esta-

Cheltenham, England ment, hıs thoughts INOTeEe discıplined
ased hıs ulsean ectures, hıiıch he
had clearly devoted great deal of study, hıs

EuroJTh 9797) 6:2, Tl ] approach remaıns challenging but makes
real contrıbution TLO understanding, whether

Spiırıt and Letter: Studies NOLT hıs conclusions Can be accepted they
ın Bıblıcal Canon stand

Barton arton’s the New estamen:; 1S,
London: SPCK, 1997, DP., the whole,ve:posıtıve He recognıses that

the wWere wrıtten earl y, and that most ofpb, ISBN 281 them werTIe early accepted authoritatıve He
holds that they shoul be treated self-con-RESUME sıstent. Buillding the work of FranzL’Esprit et la Lettre est second OUUVTaSE

Barton sSur le CaNnon biblique. Son premıer ofer, he poınts out that the early Fathers use

OUUTOaSE, Les TaAC Dieu, aıtaıit du them MOrTe, proportionately, than they use the
Canon Jutf l’Ancien estiamen) et etaıt tres Old Testament. From he makes the bold
Deu satısfaisant. Celut-cı traıte du CaNnon

eduCcL1iO0N that they WerTrTe really MmMoOre author1-
tatıve for the Fathers than the Old Testamentchretien des deux Testaments; zl est beaucoup W: though the Old estamen reckonedplus positif et utıle. out reprenan: des as oly Scr1ipture, and the New estamen: alelements l’ouvrage precedant, A adopte LE Arst nOot. He goes make the furtherapproche dıfferente. Il ınsıste sSUur la equence bold educuon that the ıdea ofHoly Scripturedes cıtations chez les Peres l’eglise et Sr les 18 merely theoretical, and that hat really[istes Iivres bzblıiques. Sa onceptıon selon matters 1S how much book 15 used INOTelaquelle Ia qQUeENCE des cıtations seraıt plus

ımportante STaLLLE scrıpturaıire et les sober deduction ould be that scr1ptural
listes livres releveraient uUune ndance Tatu: and equenCcy of a both sıgnıifi
tardıve est iıntenable. cant, though dıfferent WAaYS, the former
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speakıng of the inspıred or1ıgın of book, EuroJTh 997) 6:2, M
the latter spe. of ıts experienced profit-
abilıty Chıldren ın T’he Early Church:

The author also makes second distinction, Chıldren ın the Ancıent orld, the
nNnOot between authoriıtative books Scr1p- New Testament and the Earlyture, but between Scr1ıpture and CAanon By the Churchlatter, he understands the exaCct determina-
tıon of hıch books Scr1pture hıich Strange

not, question NOot finally ettled, the Carlisle: Paternoster Press, 1996,
CAase of the New estament, earlier than the DD., 5.99, ISBN 763
fourth cCe. He that the EeXAC lımıts

eWI1S. Old estamen WerIe determıined RESUME
arly late It wWAas only then that the books
could be Listed In both 9 however, the

TL’auteur D brievement, MAaLS utilement,
books WerTe sed authorıtatıve much quelle attıtude avaıt UVIS-A-ULS des enfants

ans les amılles et Aans Ia socıete chez les
earher, and certaın er books el Juifs, les Grecs et les Romaıns emps
books liıke the Shepherd of Hermas and the JSesus Il presente ttitude esus et de
Didache the Case ofthe New estamen "Eglise prımıtıve, qw’elle egage de Ia
books lıke the Apocrypha and NOC. the Il examıne ensutlte la place des enfants
Case of the Old estamen: What oNnSs rapport VvVecC bapteme et la Sainte-Cene Q-
attıtude ese er books 15 remaıns ob- Tavers les eges. Fıinalement A faıt quelques
SCUTE Indeed, he 0es not really discuss the Sr la sıtuatıon actiuelle.
boundarıes of the Christian Old estamen

separate question from the Jewish, ıf he SUN!dıd, he might be drıven Dy consıstency LO the
conclusion that the Christian boundarıes and DerAutor hıetet einen kurzen, ber hilfreichen

erblick ber dıe Einstellung Tn ınthe Jewısh . NnOT the SAaIne. den Familıen un der Gesellschaft der Jüdı-"T’hıs second distinction of 01N’Ss 1S even schen, griechischen un römischen UuLlLLuUren
MmMore vulnerable than hıs first. The idea that zZUr e1t Jesu. Außerdem skızzıert anhand
ONe cannot speak of CAanon until has des z1O0L1ischen Berichts dıe Einstellung Jesu
EXAC list has historical basıs. It 15 Irue that SOowLe die der ühen Kirche Anschließend bethe word °canon’ 155 nNOot used until the fourth trachtet dıe 9[0)4)} Kindern ım ZUSaAM.-
CenNnturYy, but the idea 1S present Aas SOON
behef Scripture 15 present, and extant menhang miıt auje undAbendmahl UrCc. die

hsts of the crıptures date nOT from verschiedenen Zeıtepochen und äußert
schließlich eınıge Gedanken zZUr gegenwar-the fourth century but from the second. N 1S tıgen Sıtuation.tha’  —A the second CENTUrYy hst of the New

estamen Scriptures, the uratorian Frag- This book timely hıght of the ontinumngment, 1sS NOTt altogether dentical Con ebate on the place role ofdren thewıth the later hsts, and mentions doubt about UrCc. Last November the UrCc. of Eng-of the books ıt includes, yet the amount of land Synod accepte guidelines reportground 1sS S And as to the Synod OU' the admıssıon ofen tosecond Lst of the Old estamen!
Scriptures, that ofe  ‚0, ıt, 15 ıdentical, apart Holy Communion. cently s A W large
from book, wıth the Canlon of the Hebrew poster outsıde a uUrCc. hich read “Children

and wıth the hsts provıded by those of welcome’—it 18 surely indietment of the
ole UTrC. that need make state-the later Fathers who acdhere the Hebrew

Cannn
ment like that.

T'he author of this book began wıth a qU!together, B 1s5 worthwhile tıon mind, esus had much SaYyYthought-provokıng book, but not be eate OU:dren, Wwhy the early UrC.ave
a manual. Its WOors oOSse depend- Ö lLittle tO say?””enNnt the author’s earher book, Oracles of werıng thıs genera er questions

hich LUrn gıve thıs short book ıts frame-

Roger Beckwith work. ıt, Dr ange provıdes SUTVEY
xford, England early cultures around Jesus’ tıme, of the Jew-

ısh, Roman and Tee. attıtudes children
wit. the famıly and wit. soclety
whole He then briefly revlews the biblical
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