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bn The Year 2000 Approaching the Thırd
ıllennıum
Das Jahr 2000 Das drıtte Jahrtausend angehen

J  H9 l’approche du Miıllenaire
Jochen Eber‚ ase

RESUME hypotheses tentent de rendre compte
phenomene. Etaıt-ce UNe comete, UuNe

L’approche de an 2000 ıncıte le monde etoıle, UuNne SUPDETNOU! UunNne umıere
chretı:en consıderer NOUVDEeau le surnaturelle? Ce fut tres probablement

Uune conJjonctıon de Jupiter el decalendrıer chret:en et ses fondements.
Jusgu’'ä maıntenant, ı1 semDble QUE le Saturne, quLl produtsıt [  an (mMCvan
monde de l’ınformatıque so1t plus . qul fut la du depart des
DreoccCuUDE DAr Ce ate ımportante GQUE 42

le Sont les chretiens, raıson des Du poLnt de UU de Phıistoire de
problemes SEr1euX QUE DOSe e ’Eglise DOSE la questıion l’orıgine
changement des pProgram me des de nNnOLre calendrıer et celle SAVvOLFr
ordınateurs DOUFr le NOUVEAU millenaıre. DOUFrqQqUOL O0OUS DFETLONLS Ia naıssance
De grandes celehbrations ont ete prevues JSEsus point depart du compte
ıen longtemps ’avance DOUFr an des annees. mMmOLNE Dıionysıus Exiguus
2000 Pourtant chıffre ond suscıte elabore le calendrıer chretıen
AUSSL des ınquietudes concernanit le sıecle et celuzi-cı S  est LMDOSE dans
futur chez beaucoup de NOsSs F’ensemble du monde chretıen, grande
contemporaıns et celles-cı sont relayees partıe grace SAUAaNLT briıtannıque du
Dr les JOUFNAUX SUuUr Internet. La Moyen Age. e Venerable Ode (Beda

Venerabiılıs).scıence du futur, la futurologıe”, etaıt
optımıste, sSces5s5 debuts dans les annees La dıfference entre la ate
so1xante: LOUS les problemes allaıent etre tradıtionnelle de la NAaALSSANCE de JSesus
resolus ans e futur gräace la et celle quı est maıntenant largement
technologıe. Cependant, les acceptee est due R Uune fausse
ımıtes des FessoUurces du monde ONnt ete ınterpretatıion du de Luc 3.23, OU ı1
mMLSES de plus plus evıdence, les est eecrıt QUE “JSesus aAvuaıit envıron frente
predıctions SONnTt devenues touJours plus (11715 lLorsquw’ıl C  C son mınıstere’ et
pessImMIStes. nn DasS qu ıl avaıt exactement cet age.

Des chretıiens ont AuUSsSsSL adopte Ia La derniere questıion est d’ordre
futurologıe et ont utılısee DOUFr fixer pratıque : qu allons-nous faıre de an
des obJectifs, DOUFr la de 2000 2 I/’Eglıse Catholıque Oomaıne
l’evangelisation du monde. "autres ont deJä faıt de grands preparatıfs melttant
exploite le pessIMISME des futurologues, des MOYENS ımportants. Jean
l’assocıant l’apocalyptıique chretienne. aul voıt ’ensemble de son mınıstere

PourTT regard theologıique Su fonction du changement de miıllenaıre
an 2000, ıl est 6evıdent qu’ıl faut et l’occasıon ALINSL offerte de celehrer
ıntegrer des questions relevant de le plan de salut Dıeu. Les
plusıeurs dısciplines. Il d’abord la evangeliques on  t DasSs de projet
question neotestamentaıre la date de correspondant. L’auteur plaıde DOUFr qQUEC
la nNnNaLıssance de JSeEsus. Celle-cı est Iiee - l’occasıon so1t SaLSLE de celcehrer
la date e  toıle SULULE Dar lesl Jubile de reconnalssance, la manıere
route vers Bethlehem De nombreuses de Dıonysıus Exıiguus. En ouftre, e
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Jubile devraiıt etre utılıse DOUr faıre chıffre rond. SuU.  - le calendrier pointe
bılan des objectifs anterıeurs et des buts dırection de celu: qul S  est InNCcCarne afın
futurs. Enfin an 2000 devraıt etre QUE, Dar notLre foı [ut, O0OUS DULSSLONS

UuNne opportuniıte mISSLONNALFE Ze etre SAUVES.

ZUS  NFASSUNG Die Datierung UoON Jesu Geburt hängt
mıt dem Stern Z  M  N, der den

Das bevorstehende ahr 2000 fordert dıe Magıern aUsSs dem Orıent den Weg ach
Chrıistenheit heraus, sıch nNneu miıt ıhren Bethlehem WLES. Verschiıedene
eıgenen urzeln un mıt dem Deutungen des Wesens dıeser
christlichen Kalender befassen. Lichterscheinung stehen gegeneinander:
Bısher sıcht auUs, als ob dıe handelt sıch dabe: eıinen Kometen,
Computerindustrie mehr mıt dem einen Stern, eıne Supernova der eın
bedeutenden Datum beschäftigt ıst als übernatürliches Licht? Dıie
dıe Chrısten, weıl ernsthafte wahrscheinlichste Interpretation ıst eıne
Probleme bei der Umstellung der Konjunktion UVO  - Jupiter und Saturn,
Programme aufs eCeue Jahrtausend dıe 1N ahr Vor Chrıiıstus stattfandgeben wırd. Weıt LM DVDOTaAaUs wurden und und dıe Magıer zU Aufbruch
werden uch schon große Feıerlichkeiten veranlasste.
zu ahr 2000 geplant. Dıie runde ahl Weıter ergıbt sıch dıe
erweckt beı vielen Zeıtgenossen ber kırchengeschichtliche Frage, woher
uch Zukunftsängste UOr dem drıtten chrıstlicher Kalender hommt und
Jahrtausend, dıe durchs Internet oder weshalb wır dıe Jahre vVDO  e Christı
ın Schriften verbreitet werden. Die (7eburt zählen. Der chrıstliche
Wıssenschaft UonN der Zukunft, dıe Kalender wurde Anfang des sechsten
Futurologıe, Wa  - ın ıhrer Anfangsphase Jahrhunderts durch den Mönch
ın den sechzıger Jahren schr Dionysius Exiguus geschaffen. Kr wollte
optımıstısch: alle Probleme würden sıch dıe Zeıtrechnung ach dem Heilsdatum
zukünftıg mıt technischen ıtteln lösen der Geburt des Grottesschnes ausrıchten.
lassen. Als jedoch zunehmend dıe Diıeser Kalender seftfzte sıch ın der
begrenzten Ressourcen ın den Blick anzen westlıchen Welt durch, UVOr allem
kamen, nahmen dıe Prognosen ımmer uch dadurch, daß iın der britische
mehr pessımıstısche Züge Die miıttelalterliche (relehrte eda
heutige Zukunftsangst scheint uch Venerabiılıis verwendet hat. Mehrere
daraufzurückzugehen. Versuche, den christlichen Kalender

uch OChrısten haben dıe Futurologıe durch einen anderen abzulösen,
aufgenommen und S1Le ın der Statıistik schlugen ımmer wıeder fehl.oder für das Setzen vVO  S Zıelen für dıe Kalendarısche Berechnungen des
Evangelıisation verwendet. Andere Weltendes muhßten ebenfalls scheitern.
haben den Pessimismus der Futurologen Die Abweichung des christlichen
ausgeschlachtet, iın mıt der chrıstlıchen Kalenders vVO  e dem heute
Apokalyptik verknüpft und AUSs der angenomMenen Geburtsdatum ıst damıft
Angst UVOr der Zukunft Kapıtal erklären, daß dıe Kırchenväter beı
geschlagen. ıhren Berechnungen 3,23 falschWenn na das ahr 2000 theologisch verstanden: S1Le gıngen UVO:  S dreißiguntersuchen wıll, dann zeıgt sıch, daß Lebensjahren Jesu hıs seiınem

Fragen aus den verschıiedenen Dienstbeginn und. nıcht UVO.  < ungefährttheologıischen Dıiszıplinen ıntegriert: dreißig Jahren (AUS, W1Le der Urtext
Eınmal ıst da dıe neutestamentliche Sagt
Frage der Datıerung der Geburt Jesu. Dıie letzte, praktısche Fragestellung
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ıst. Was fangen wır mıt dem ahr 2000 ExXiguus dankbar für OChrıstı Heılstat
an Die römısch-katholische Weltkırche feıern. Weıter sollte das Jubiläumsjahr
hat schon umfangreıiche Vorbereitungen dazu benutzt werden, sıch Rechenschaft
anlaufen lassen, dıe schon Jahre UOr der ber dıe bısherıigen Zielsetzungen und
Zeitenwende begonnen haben Johannes dıe zukünftıgen Zıiele abzulegen.
aul deutet seınen anzen Diıenst ım Schließlich sollte das ahr 2000 als
Horızont der Jahrtausendwende, dıe mıssıonarısche Gelegenheit
Anlaß g10Ot, (iottes Heılsplan feıern. wahrgenommen werden: Die runde ahl
Aufevangelıscher Seıte <1bt heıine aufdem chrıstlıichen Kalender weıst auf
vergleichbaren Megapläne. Der den hın, der Fleisch geworden ıSL, damıl
Verfasser des tiıkels schlägt UOT, das wır durch den Glauben iın das Heiıl
ahr 2000 als Jubiläum ernstzunehmen erlangen.
N: ach dem Vorbıld des Dıionysıus

1t ıf evangelıcal theolog1ıans aT. be checked and reprogrammed. KExperts
the en of the twentieth century ATr hıttle eXpect the operatıon to COST worldwide
concerned about the Comıng thırd millen- between $300 an $600 bıllıon. One of
Nn1ıum. On the OoONne hand, they AT indeed America’s largest banks, for instance,
discussıng the questions of the comıng ımates COSTS of $250 miıllıon tO DaYy for
miıllennı1um, but rather 1ın the form of adaptatıon tLO the 1E mıllennıum. 'The
popular debates about eschatology. On W1SS CCONOINYV wiıll have tOo invest several
the other hand, these discussions AT billion francs. German an er Euro-
faırly unrelated LO the miıllennı1al future PDPCan institutions ave LO plan LO T’O-
begınnıng wıth 2000 In fact, COTNN- STamMMe theır software whıiıle adaptıng LO
puter eXperts ATe INOre interested ın the the Ne Kuropean CUITENCYV. Speclalized
technical aspects of the Vcar 2000 y2k)- software companıes make Veln INOTeEe
1SSue than evangelıcal theolog1ans ATr profit than the average— and vıigorously
iınterested ın the theologıcal and STOoW1Ng—Companı1es 1ın thıs field In-
evangelıstic dimensıons of the turn of the erne discussıon an panels
mıllennıum. ‘secular’ Kurope
LO be INOTeEe interested 1ın New Year cele-

iınternet hosts sShOow STOW1INg partıcıpa-
tıon of people from ll vVer the world,

brations than ‘Christian’ Europe 1n the eXcept from relıg10us backgrounds. 'T’hıs
celiebration of the annıversary of ‚Jesus 1s OTIE sıde of hat could call ‘the
Christ mıllennıum business’ ®

'There 1S another sıde LO the mıllennıum
The millennium eal deal ('there 18 busıness lıke millennial

sShow busıness’): the mega partıes planned
The busıest people workıng the VCcar for the nıght ofNew Year’s Kıve from
2000 problem ATeEe 1n the software indus- 1999 LO 2000 an durıng the VCar
Lry Since 1993, computer speclalısts 1n 2000 itself® Usually, the nıght between
the Unıited States have realızed that the the 31st of December 1999 an the 1st of
transıtiıon from the VCar 1999 LO the VCar January 2000 1s consıdered LO be the 1M-
2000 wiıll Ser10us problem. 'Thıs 15 portant nıght, 1ın realıty however, LWO
because, due LO lack of 1ın thousand wiıll be completed at the
the older computer Systems, programs en of the VCar 2000 only, 1.e Dec 1,
were built LO usSe only two-diıgıt numbers, 2000 Nevertheless, thıs question 0es NnOot
1.e (99’ an ‘OO’ The problem for the COINN- SECEIN LO interest An yONEC.,. What matters 1S
puter 1S tOo know whether ‘OO’ 1900 the bıg turn of four numbers calen-

'To elimınate the problem, bıl- dar Ifone 1s interested anhas theV,
lhıons and billions of software code ONe Ca  » celebrate the bıg event ın cıtles
lines—especially the oldest parts of DPTO- around the world, 1n hotels connected Dy
Srams runnıng maın frames— have to satellıte lınks LO the whole world, ın the
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restaurants of televısıon LOWers, purıfication riıtuals requıre substance
brıdges planes, shıp the Pacıfıic whose maın ingredient from the
Ocean salt lake al the bottom of ashes of red heıfer burned ın its thırd
salt mıne ın Thuringia.“ ON prefers not VCAr.
LO spend much Dparty trıp, ONeE Calendrical speculatıons about the
Ca  ) buy y2k-T-shirt, countdown-watch total tıme from creatiıon LO the en of
that shows the days still LO COINE before the the world ATe the substance of v1sıon
millenn1ı1um: OTIle Ca look qat the number of 1ın the apocryphal fourth book of Ezra
days still LO dısplayed the Eıffel wrıtten 1ın approximately 500
Lower ar the maın statıon ın Zurich, alculations about the 2500 after
download an Llisten tOo the VCar 2000- the v1isıon result 1n the assumption that
blues one’s cComputer, subseribe tOo Christ wiıll return before the VCar 2001
the y2k-journal publıshed by Doug
Morrison ın DUSSEX, Great Brıtain 'Thıs pseudo-Chrıstian ınterpretatıion

of contemporary an ancıent facts has
Doomsday V Little tOo do ıth biblical eschatology

based the evıdence ofthe Bıble It o0€eSs
not matter much, then, that accordıng tO

'The 'magıc’ number 2000 1ın ıtself ralses contemporary theories, the Ssupposed date
the question ofthe future of world an of the VIS1ONS maıntaıned by the DSCU-human socıety not only 1ın the mınds of donymous author of Kızra 1sS 557 BChrıistians, who lıve eschatologically
orj1ented lıfe, but also 1n those of 11011-

whereas the real compiılatıon of the book
took place around 100 'Thıs

Chrıstians, who INaYy harbour supersti1- that Christ would have returned before
t10us fears. 'The miıllennıjal VCar 1951 will eturn before 2601 'Thıs
symbol of myster10us future creates Lype of apocalyptic SCeNATIO probablyfears and calls forth prophetic predictions can’t stand arı y er1tical ınvestigatıon of
about hat 1S LO COTINE Just OI  D example: the alleged facts It 1s h3ttle Ven noth-
On Tuesday, 29th of Aprıl, 1997 certaın ıng INOTeEe than secular fear of the 'magıc’Christopher presented hıs apocalyptic number and the en of the world an ıt.
SCeNaAaATIO TLO the y2k-forum of CompuServe breathes the contemporary spiırıt of
statıng the following: pessimısm.

These fears of the en have Iso een® Only 50% ofal Computers wiıll be fit for
the turn of the mıllennıum by January the SLOFY of DER SPIEGEL, the
A 2000 People 1ın doubt wiıll panıc, German magazıne wıth the hest CITrCU-
wıthdraw theır NEeVY from the banks latıon, 1ın ıts first. 1sSsue ın 1996 According
an create chaos. LO the author, there will be golden age!

No better epoch 1S5 dawnıng after thıs ONepart of 4,600 square-miles of the that 1S5 the feelıng of time. ModernAntaretic Peninsula 1C€e shelf will break
1ın pleces by 1999 Sea levels around the INa  } suffers from VIS10NS of world
world will T1Se feet result of the destroyed by disasters an Warl, but 0€eSs
melting 1cebergs. not have the relig10us polıtical confıi-

dence offormer generatıons, that goldenBy the VCar 2000, the Sun wıll reach
age will awn after these terrıfyıng tımes.the peak of ıts ‘Solar Max’ per10d

Scores an number of solar flares wiıll 'The MO00d has not always een pessı1-
increase to maxımum anwill interfere mıstiec today:; the spırıt of the Sıxtlıes
wıth radıo and satellıte transmıssıon W as 1n sharp contrast!

earth
In 1996 ‘unblemished red heifer’ Futurology, OÖ the plastic WOor. to
W as reported LO have een born around
September 1ın Israel. 'Thıs 1sS inter-
preted S11gn of the arrıval of the Starting 1ın the sıxtıes, futurology the
Jewısh Messıah, because spirıtual SCIENCE of the future WwWas basıcally
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optımıstıc undertakıng. 'The eCONOMIC latest statistical trends 1ın relıgıon CVETY
miracle seemed tOo SECUTE affluent SOC1- VCar He not only counts the number of
ety. Nuclear9used for peaceful adherents of each religi0n, but trıes LO

ould be the key for resolving show future developments ell Set-
world’s problems. All kınds of synthetic tıng goals for the VCar 2000 became
substances could be produced cheaply an habıt that Was not always self-ernitical. At
ould substitute dimınıshıng natural the Lausanne I1 Congress 1ın Manıla 1n

1989 OMNeE could hear: U the busıiıness COII-substances. Thus, for instance, 1ın the
book T’he World of Tomorrow, children munıty ca focus the VYCar 2000, ıf the
WEeTC taught that ın the apartment of the polıtical communıty Ca  ; focus the VCar
future, everything ould be made from 2000 an set goals, why IMaVYy the Chrıs-
synthetic materı1al: ‘the flowers don’t need tıan communıty not focus the VCcar
LO be watered an y IMOTeE, the bunch of 2000 and TUS God for the goals?”” avıd
flowers mother goL al her bırthday 1s5 Barrett mentijons 250 current plans tOo
made from plastic an adorns the home evangelıze the whole world Half of them
for ve long time  26 But there WeTeC Iso have fixed the VcCcar 2000 theır goal for
predictions based world Ur'  9 fulfilment of the task Barrett’s book
that tended LO be INOTeEe pessimıstic. HKor reads 1ın parts lıke Christian ‘“Gulnness
the first tıme, scıentific ınstıtutions dealt ook of ecords’ 0 al least, attempted
wıth the question of thıings tO COINE. In records. oOme S0O plans have een made
that context, scl1entific and TLO evangelıze the whole world, and 125 of
plans WerTe attempted extending LO the them envısaged y2k theır goal. Espe-
VCar 2000 The VCcar 2000 became clally from the Sıxt]es onwards, ONeE Ca
boundary for predictions (ıt ould have find the ob]ective y2k emerging ın tandem
een futiıle LO try LO forecast Ven INOTE wıth secular predictions. The number of
distant future.) The mMoOost famous of these projects increases fter 1976, that 1s5 at
reports W as the 0)81  q> by the Iub of Rome time when the business of prediction of

the Lımuits LO Growth publıshed ın the future outsıde of the Church 1S5 007N-
1972; later OoONne WAas the G(1:Lobal 2000 12  ing. One of the MOST famous attempts tO
Report O the Presıdent 1980).° In evangelıze the whole world by the en! of
Sweden, (Gösta Ehrensvärd ublıshed the cCentury 18 the 2000 mOovemen led
The StoneAge before ın 1971 ogether Dy Luls ush an Thomas Wang ush
wıth other sc]ıentists he expected very from Argentina and 18 nterna-
problematic sıtuatıon’ world develop- tional President of the mıssıon ageNCY
ment for the VCar 2000.*° Thus, iıt9 Partners International. Wang 1s
wıthın decade only, Srowıng sc1entifie chaırman of the 2000 movement.
study of the future, showing the lımıts tLO Meanwhıiule, the movement has een
growth planet wıth finıte FreSQOUTCES, renamed 2000 and beyond, because ıt.
changed the atmosphere regardıng lıfe 1ın 18 beginniıng tO short of time!

2000 from optımısm tO pessıimı1ısm. Well known 1ın the evangelıical world 1s
Current pessimısm ın the western hem1- the apocalypticısm of authors lıke Hal
sphere 1S5 result of these futurological Lindsey wh: wrote 1n 1970 that the eiıght-
investigations. 1eSs ould become the mMoOStT eruc1al

for the uman ra 1980 would be ecnt1-
Setting sıghts the VeCar 2000 the cal point an catastrophiıc effects could be
Christian Guilnness ook of records expected around the turn of the miıllen-
and Christian apocalypticists Nn1ı1um. Lindsey’s usSe of the VCar 2000 1sS

nOot scientifiec and CVEenNn less prognostic It
After ıts invention, futurology Was shows sımply the m1ısunderstandıng of
adopted Dy Christians, and they 1ın turn secular scientifiec models of the future
Iso made«'The most renowned hıch Are abused for °christian’ Te-
research worker 1ın thıs field 1s the Amerı- monger1ıng an profiteering of the WOrst

avıd Barrett, who publishes the Lype YFannıng the flames of fear 1s not the
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task of Christians. It 1S rather the usı- ets, SUPETNOVAS conJunctions hıch
Ness of obscure cults who stir miıght (or miıght not) be SCEIMN ın those
whenever 'magıc’ number lıke 2000 around the birth of Christ

‘Mmiraculous’ event liıke the
aPpPCATANCE of Comet ın the sky OCCUFrs argument agaınst the first hypothe-
T’hus, members of the eaven’s ate S15 15 that the oldest paıntıngs depict the
SecCct 1n the United States commıtted SU- lıght StTar and not comet
cıde 1ın March 1997, when the comet Hale- rmn  a could een SeeN 1ın BC 16
Bopp could be SEENMN durıng the nıght Kven 'T’he problem remaıns, that thıs 15 not the
Halley’s comet, when ıt appeared ın 10, exacCct date of calendar Ssystem today
occasıoned fear 1n SOINE an ridicule 1n an! that ıt 1sS testified only 1n Chinese, but
others. Whiıle prophets of 00M still have not ın Middle Eastern, astronomıcal

wıde audıence, the Comets demy- documents.
thologızed ın the evangelıical world No- The Roman Catholic sc1entific Journal-
body an Yy longer consıders them LO be ist. erd Josef Weisensee presents the eV1-
MesSsSCNgerSs from God 1ın extraordiınary dence for the en of the Vecar the
sıtuations. date of Christ’s birth He defends the

If ONe attempts LO clarıfy the theologı- exactness of present calendar an
cal dimensions of the VCar 2000 problem, links astronomıcal an historical argu-the topıc reveals varıety of historical, ments wıth the wıtness of the Church
theological an practical diıfheculties. fathers an! mystiıcs hıch the tra-
There 15 the New Testament dimensıon of dıtiıon of the Roman Catholic Church
the datıng ofthe birth ofChnıist hıstor1- Welsensee 1S rıght, the 2000th annıver-
cal question 1sS that of the or1gın of the Sxq. Ca  =) be celebrated at the en! of 1999,Christian calendar, lınked wıth the UQUCS- because fter the VCar follows the
tıon of the date and the calcu- VeCar There exısts VCar ‘O’ ın
atıons already made. The historical calendar! Counting 1ın that WAaY, 2000
question 18 related LO the theological sub- would be fulfilled Weisensee not
ject of y2k the return of Christ an the only sSEES agreement between the eccle-
immiınent expectatıon of hıs comıng (or ıts s1astıcal tradıtion an hıs datıng of the
disappointment?). finally there 1S the birth of Christ 'There 1S eviıdence ell
practical question: how 1S5 the yVCar 2000 from conjJunctions of Jupiter an Venus
actually LO be handled? an Jupiter an Mars ın the an

Even S (G0d could Just easıly
have used miraculous sStar. Christ’s asgeThe New Testamen question:

dating the ırth of hrist of thirty g]ıven Dy ould
fıt wıth the chronology ell the date

'The problem of datıng the birth of Christ of Herod’s death whiıich Weisensee lınks tO
Ilunar eclıpse 1ın BC 18 'The SUDETNOVAaAeE1s closely related LO the nature of the star 1ın an reported by Chıinese SOUTCGESobserved by the Magı (Mt 1:12).° There an other celestial events lıke the CUNMN-exıst L1LUINEeTOUS hypotheses the

of the Star Suggested solutions Junction ın confirm an PTreCDAaTEe for
generally fall into four classes: the bırth of Christ, accordıing LO Weisen-

SEE. But there ATe SOINE inconsistencies ın
'The star could have een COoMEe hıs theory there 1s5 comet Z  a
It could have een TN!|  a, hıch reported 1n an those from
1S temporarıly exploding STar WeTeEe not reported 1n the Middle
Another suggestion lınks the lıght ıth ast And 1ın hat WaY Ca  » hıs theory be

conJunction ofthe LWO planets Jupiter consıstent wıth the wıtness of the Church
an! Saturn 1ın fathers, when ıt. 1s known that accordıng
It could have een supernatural LO and theıir) calendar the celebration
parıtıon aT. the beginning of the VCar should take place 9l the en and not at
AD, that had nothıng tLO do wıth COTN- the beginning of the VCcar We Iso
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know that the Latın fathers adopted the at, least know LO whom OW °Chrı1s-
chronology ofTertulhan He used not only t1an calendar Was introduced the
the dates of the reıgn of Roman Occiıdent by Dıonysıus Exıguus (approx
LO calculate the chronology of Christ but A'7O- APPTrüX 550) monk from the Roman
Iso the Old Testament prophecıes about PTOVINCEC Scythıa Mınor who lıved Rome
the eventy hebdomads the book of after 500 Besıides hıs canonıcal and
Danıiel 'T’he results of hıs proceedings ATre devotional wrıtngs he devoted himself tLO
not generally accepted.”” the Computus the art of calculatıng the

T’he MOST probable explanatıon of the date of Easter 'The cComputatıon of the
aPpPPCATraNce of the STAr conJunction of date of Easter W as hıghly speclalızed
the LWO planets Jupiter and Saturn SC1ENCE In 526 Pope ‚JJohn engaged

proponent of thıs hypothesıs hım LO compıle the Ne Eiaster table for
the Austrian astronomer Konradın the after 539 Dıonysıus used

KFerrarı d’Ucchıeppo The trıple CON]JUNG- the table calculated by Cyril of Alexan-
drıa (approx. 3'7H—44.4 AD) and addedtıon of Jupıter an Saturn could have

een the tartıng sıgnal for the Magı an LO it.“* Dionysius for the first tıme
the S1.: the road LO ethlehem (Mt began countıing the from the ı1NCAaT'-

9—10) On clear nıghts SPT1INS an natıon of ‚Jesus Christ Anno Domınit-—
utumn specılal lıght aPpPpPCars between the VCcar of the ord He 1T three
the zodiac an: the earth the called grounds °Sınce the first. cycle of St, Cyrial
7zodiıacal lıght WHor the Magı, + seemed LO begıns the VCar 153 fter Diocletian
cshıne from the star an tO lıght the an nds the VCar 247 |after Diocletian
village of Bethlehem. .“ WFerrarı Oec- 1910179 want to aSsS0OC1aAfe OUT cycle
chıeppo connects the death of Herod wıth wıth the of thıs atheıst an DCT-

lunar eclıpse Sınce Herod DaVe secutor of hrıstians Moreover have
chosen LO note OWN the L1ıme of the VYCarsorders LO kıll all boys Bethlehem to
from the nNncarnatıon of ord ‚JesusLWO old (Mt 16) ‚Jesus could have

een orn around tO Another Christ that might become INOTE famıl-
interesting detaıl the fact that the COIN- 1a4r wıth the beginnıng of OUrTr hope an
Junction happened under the S1 of the that the 16450111 of the restoratıon of 101411-
fish 'Thıs could be interpreted later kınd—which the suffering of
Christian reference LO the ICH- redeemer—might shıne INOTeEe clearly’.“
THYS born LO the world OMe problems WHor three reasonNns, then, Dıonysıus

wıthout solution the theory of atarted ountıng the °AD
the Austrian scholar LOO Why could the
Magı not distinguıish between COMNJUNGC- &  & The Roman CINDECTOT Diocletian (284—-
t1ıon an! STAr and how could the dıver- 305 Was the last an! moOst PTFOIN-
n between the Church fathers nent persecutor before the Chrıstian
calendar and be large? Jesus CINPDCTOT Constantine He should not be
ould have een erucıfed between an honoured posthumously by remember-

but not hıch the 1Ng hıs ainle the Chrıstian Easter
date preferred by contemporary exegetes table

Diıonysıus counts the after theNevertheless, Man y ancıent SOUTCES
incarnatıon of Christ that hıs bırththe Near ast mentioned the speclal COIl-

stellation ı the sky ı 22 Therefore, might be remembered INOTe often
Ferrarı Occhieppo’ suggestion must be the tartıng poın of the Chrıstian
taken VeC ser10usly hope

Wıth the mentıon of the aine of ‚Jesus
The calendriıcal problem counting Christ hıs suffering for the salvatıon
VCAars of all mankınd Iso recalled 'T ’he

Chrıistian calendar LO remınd
Thinking about the MeEaNıNS of the turn of the miraculous birth of Christ an
of the miıllennıum for today, should hıs atonıng death No wonder that
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1793, fter the French revolution an 'T’he Christian calendar gave r1sSse LO
thedurıng the ‘time of reason’, fears NCe before, around the VCar 1000

Chrıistian calendar Was abolished. Augustine’s interpretation ofthe mıil-
Napoleon introduced it agaın 1ın 1805 lennı1um 1ın Revelatıon the age ofthe
Nazı-Germany officially used the Church WAasSs mısunderstood 1ın ıteral
press1o0n ‘before-’ and ‘after the turn of by SOTINeEe medieval interpreters
the SaINne form W as Iso used 1ın the
the times’ (Zeitwende’) from 1936, an epoch of 1000 years.““ Augustine hım-

self tended LO sSEPEE the ‘1000’
German Demoeratic Republıic. ‘perfect’ OT— as ould say—symbolıc

number for the whole age of the Church
The Christian calendar wıth ıts centu- from Christ’s first comıng until hıs SEC-

rmes-old tradıtion proved LO be resistant LO ON Nevertheless, around the VCcar 1000
a]] attempts LO modiıfy ıt. ın the modern ET  D an afterwards, especlally 1ın 1030—
(E5 18 part of the great project of late antıq- taken TLO be the annıversary of Christ’s
ulty and the early Middle Ages to relate death and resurrection—medieval SOUTCES
everythıng ın everyday lıfe LO the PCTrSoN reveal INOTeEe implicıtly than explıcıtly the
an work of Jesus Christ, an the salva- eschatological tensıon of the tıme. 'The
tıon medıated Dy the medieval Church In number of pılgrıimages rüs«C, the o0k of
the west, the calendar system of Dionysıius Revelatıion WwWas coplıed frequently, pOoSsI1-
Was spread Dy °*the Venerable’ ede ble S18NS of the en WerTrTe wrıtten down
jnAD), British Benediectine carefully ın monastery 1ın Lorraıine:
monk, exegete an Church hıstorman. In earthquakes, the unusual brıghtness of
hıs famous Church Hıstory, he dates the the SUnN, the AaPPCATrANCcCE of comet. All
events Dy counting the Trom the these detaıls WeTe evıidence confirmıng
foundation of the cıty of Rome‘’ and al the the Susp1cıon that the en WAas drawing
SAaInle tıme ‘before the incarnatıon of the near. < alculations relyıng the calen-
OT d’ an ‘after the incarnatıon of the dar WeTrTe combıned wıth creatıon-day—Lord’ Hıs tracts computatıon werTe of world-age’ theory, accordıng LO which the
fundamental sıgnıfıcance rıght LO the full en of world hıstory Was thought
Gregorian reform of the calendar 1ın 15892 LO be 7000>based the number of

'The Christian calendar, incıdentally, days of ereation an! Pet 3829
nOot. only made ıts WaY around the world, always the calculatıon indicated that the
it 18 surely the only calendar LO have left en! of the world ould COmMme only few
the planet! In 1969, the US-mi1ission after the tiıme of the author.
Apollo 1171 landed the 1110011 The lunar The general mistake 1n the calculations
module carrıed plaque Sayıng ‘ Here concernıiıng ‚Jesus’ birth an eturn and
InNnen from the planet earth first set foot. the dıfference from the date suggested Dy
upDOoN the 1110011 1ın July 1969 We Carne WYerrarı d’Occhieppo Ca be SCEMN 1ın COITIN-
1ın for al mankınd.’ No doubt thıs IN0O  - inaccurate readıng of 3:02  ©& 'Thıs
IMeESSasce, left al tıme when the oldWar makes claım that ‚Jesus Was
Was vVe much alıve,was directed, not al actly thırty old when he began hıs
visıtors from outer 9 but al the minıstry, but rather that he Was about
uss]1ıan 1110017 landıng project. So, EVEeN thırty T’hıs could be interpreted Iın the
the Christian calendar the 1IN007N sShows that he W as above that age, but the
the WaY back LO the earth an 1S INeSs- Church athers took the number strıictly.
Sase directed LO the earth According LO Irenaeus of Lyons Ven trıed to defend the
the intention of Dionysius ıt liınks the age of Christ when startıng hıs teachinghope for polıtical wıth the Narme of Carecer agaınst the gynostics an inter-
Christ, wh became INa  - tOo gıve hope preted the passage meanıng ‘almost
and cdied for salvatıon. It mentıjons the thırty old’ 'The gnostics supported
ONE, who Came LO brıing LO al the belief that ‚Jesus taught only for ONM  0>
mankınd, nOot by landıng the INOON, but
through hıs death the cross!

Vcar an died shortly after havıng COINMN-
pleted hıs hırtieth VCAarT, hıch actually
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before the age when teacher Caine God sent hıs Son born of
usually began LO teach Ifwe ear mınd In the incarnatıon of the Word the
the inexactness of Luke aCCount the dıs- mystery of the Irınıty wWäas revealed the

fulness of the tıme the revelatıon ofbetween modern astronomıcal
calculatıons an the datıng ofthe scholars salvation for al] mankınd Jesus Christ

the ancıent Church Ca be easıly 'The Pope relates the Tulness of the t1iıme
explained LO the Jubilee the Old Testament

an the habıt of celebrating indıvıdual
Celebrating an M1  ar y Jubilees SOC1IELYy today In the
what Are to do wıth vy2k? from 1994 toO 1996 millennıial celebra-

L10NS have een prepared local Catholiec
What INnay be one wıth the turn of the Churches In second phase of PTreCDa  -
mıllennıum? Should take the VIE tıon TOM 1997 LO 1999 ach PeTSON ofthe

Trinıty wiıll be celebrated for ONne VCcar thethat the real 2000th AaDND1LVELISAaTC
has already taken place eed not Son the Holy Spirıt an the Father ach
make LOO much effort wıth regard toO the VCar wiıll concentrate specıfıc theologi-
specıal date ahead? Be that IT INaY, cal 15S506€e5S hıch wiıll be discussed the
there AT Churches hıch ATr already local Churches Plans for the celebration

of the VCar 2000 the ‘“Great Jubileecelebrations for the VCar
'The MOST extenNsSIVvVe preparatıons have Year SUrpass a ]] preparatıons iınter-

een announced by the Roman Catholı1ic natıonal eucharıstic CONSTrEeSS LO take
Church In 1994 Pope ‚.JJohn Paul 11 hım- place Rome pPan chrıstian 111-
self wrote Apostolic Circular Letter cal meeting shall be WITLNESS LO all relıg-
entitled Tertio Mıllennıio A°*11_  Advenzente,  zn ‘On 1011 meetıings ı the Holy Land, Rome
the Advent of the thırd Millennium’ ®‘In nd ı the local Churches wiıll glorıfy the
thıs ciırcular the Pope Sets forth COMMPT'C- Trinity.“
hensive PTrogr  > for the before 'The pr  e developed by ‚JJohn
the turn of the millennıum ell for Paul I1 1IMPTESSIVEC On the evangelıcal
the VCar 2000 iıtself He concentrated al sıde there eX1ISTtS unıversal Church
length the great ‚Jubilee and 1N€eNN- hıerarchy hıch could OTSaNıZe world-
tiıoned 1ts preparatıon severa| t1ımes 'The wıde PTOST.  e of sımılar Lype Rather
preparatıon ofthe millennı1al celebrations should remember the funection of the
turns Out LO be the hermeneutical key of Christian calendar accordıng Dıonysıus
hıs pontificate.“”” All hıs actıyıtıes an Kxıguus 1T remınds of the incarnatıon
those of hıs TECUTSOTS poıint ı the SAaImne of Christ the beginning of Christian

hope an 1T remiınds of hıs sufferingdirection Hıs encyclıcals the synods of
the Catholiec Church evangelızatıon an dyıng LO obtaın salvatiıon for al hu-
hıs pılgrımages tO several 10Ceses local mankınd evangelıcal attempt TLO cele-
Nnı  T1E.: of chrıstianızatıion hun- brate the VCar 2000 should therefore
dreds of agO holy lıke the consıder the sıgnıfıcance gıven Dy
Marian VCar 1988/89, EVEeN the Second Dıonysıus LO the subject!
atıcan Councıl PTreDare for the n 'The VCcar 2000 Jubilee lıke
millennium.® The Pope the AaDD1LVELISaTrYy an should be celebrated al
whole of Christian hıstory LO large 11ver least lıke an Yy other sımılar event 'T’he
fed by INany trıbutarıes The large stream whole world will observe the specılal VCar

at. the Same Liıme the sStiream of revela- an there 1EA4SONMN why Christians
t1on of Chrıistianıity and of the Church should exclude themself from the festivı-
and ıt flows from the events Nazareth L1es We know of that the calendar
and Bethlehem through the hıstory of probably NnOt exact IT should be
mankind.® but VCar worth thankıng God for

In hıs interpretation of the Nn hat he has one ‚Jesus hrıst for
event .John Paul 11 takes hıs CUe from salvatıon Thankfulness the back-
Gal ‘When the fulness of the tLime ground colour of Christian lıfe an 1T
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should domiınate celebrations of y2k then o LO CPA Links, then Year 2000 In
ell ompuServe, nNne forum Wäas reated
Usually, Jubilees ATre used LO- year' Ü

hst of events though certamly 1Incom-ber hat has happened 1n the past plete Ca  » be found Susanne Vıeser,Whether ıt. 15 the fiftieth bırthday cele-
brate, the rst hundred of the Sılvester 1999 (Düsseldorf: Econ,

Tex1ıstence of Christian instıitution, U Vıeser, CL,,rev1ewWw the present goals of OUuTr lıfe 'Endzeıtangst: Countdown
work an ask hat goals ATe for Jahrtausendwende DER SPIEGEL
the future The Comıng turn ofthe CeENTtUrYy L 1.1.1996, 1L
could be used 1n that WaY for setting NEW Die Welt Uon orgen (Endersbach/

Stuttgart iırkel,goals for the comıng mıllennıum. Jubilees
tend to be eruc1al poıints ın lıfe what 111 Only few tıtles, iıt 9 ave een
happen after 40, D0, of lıfe, publıshed German futurology from
ask It 1sS the SaIine wıth the turn of Christian perspective: ors Beck,

Bıblısche Unızversalıtat Unı WiıssenschaftCENTUrYy the turn of millennıum. 'The Interdiszıiplinäre T’heologıe L Horızontnumber of the VCar INa Y gıve r1sSe LO fears Trınıtarıscher Schöpfungslehre (2d ed.;of the future 'The number symbolızes the Weılheim-Bierbronnen: Gustav-Siewerth-
unknown future of humanıty. The prob- Akademıie, 696—707, 725—730
lem cannot be resolved sımply by putting eorg Huntemann, Provozıerte T’heologıe
optımısm agaınst millennıial pessim1ısm. ın technıscher Welt Wuppertal rock-
As hrıstians trust 1n the future, haus, 2928—9239 an the artıcles Dy
because Chrıist 18 the ord of a ]] tıme, of Beck, ‘Prognose Utopıiıie anun:
hıstory ell of the future ThABeitr (1973) 190—201; dmund

Futurologie und eologıe’,Moreover, the turn of the miıllennıum Dıskussionen (1971) 13—-161S unıque poss1ıbiılıty for personal Van- T’he Lıimıuts LO Growth; Report for thegelısm Much will be spoken an wrıtten
about the mıllennıum. As Christians

Tub of Kome’s Project the Predicament
of Mankınd New ork Uniıverse 00ks,have the possıbility LO point Out. the The Global 2000 Report O the Presı-

Christian foundations of the calendar LO dent (ed OUNC Envıromental Qual-
Our contemporarıes. Dionysıus puts ıt ILy Ta arney, Washıiıngton:

VCar remiınds of the bırth of Government rıntıng ffice 1980
Gösta Ehrensvärd, Nach UnNns dıe Steinzeınt:Christ hıs death for salvation;

an the VCar 2000 o0€eSs EVEeN INOTEe. hat Das nde des technıschen Zeıtalters (or1g.
1sS the MeESSage of the Christian calendar:; 1971, Bern: Hallwag,
the lıfe of Jesus has something LO do ıth Gösta Ehrensvärd, CLt.,

and YVoOou. Talkıng about the calendar X41 Douglas,J Hg Proclaım Chrıst NL
He Comes: Callıng the OlLe Church LOwıtnessing LO Christ Our creatıv- ake the OlLe (r0spel LO the OlLe Oor|1ty 1n thıs endeavour 1S challenged Dy the Lausanne ın anıla, International Con-

VCar 2000 Or'Evangelızatıon, 1989 (Mın-
neapolis: OT. Wıde Pu  1catıons,
351Notes Barrett, Davıd; Reapsome, James
Seven Hundred Plans fO Evangelıze the

(T Stanley Grenz, T’he Miıllennıial Maze. or T’he Rıse of G({jlobal Evangelıza-O  ıng OUt Evangelıcal Optıons Downers fıon Movement "The 2000 Serles.
Grove: Inter Varsıty Press, Bırmıngham New Hope Southern
On the web, look for the keyword mMillen- Baptıst Convention Wore1ign 1ss1ıon
N1UMmM millenı1um)’. Select the sıte 0AaT!http://www.year2000.com. Or the Year 13

Das Jahr
Wor further ınformatıijon cf. Jochen Eber,

2000 Chrısten UVOr der2000 Information Dırectory (US-govern-
men http://www.itpolicy.gsa.gov, then Jahrtausendwende (Basel runne:select Year 2000 Information Dırectory A e
Year 2000 Iınks http://www.ailcapa.0org, Lindsey, World  S INa Hour,
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1970, German te  al e  ung oder Unter- elegımus ab incarnatıiıone domını nostrı
gang? Wetzlar Schulte, 9—10 lesu Chrıstı AaMnNNOTUIM tempora PraecNO0-
Prominent Germany 15 Basılea Schlink, are
who announced the nuclear War for the C Hans Meıer, CLt., 100—107, 114
tıme after 1985, ct. the rıtıcal examına- UT Hans Maıer, cCıt., TB and Arno
tıon of Schlink’s theology Marıanne orst, omputus: Zeıt und ahl ım

WennJansson, 1ııtta Lemmetyınen, Miuttelalter (Berlın Wagenbach,
Mauern fallen (Bıelefeld CLV. Z Cf. Stanley Grenz, CLt.,

the thesıs of the LWwO authors Johannes Frıed, Endzeıterwartung dıe
publıshed by eier Lang Publ (Bern, Jahrtausendwende. Deutsches Archiıv für

Erforschung des ıttelalters, Vol
15 We wiıll not ere the problems of the (1989) 381473 (SE. Schwartz, Uen-

Census ment.oned Luk:  ® Z an the tury  s End New ork Doubleday,
question of the mon of Jesus’ bırth, Russell Chandler, Doomsday T’he End of
because they ATe less ımportant for the the World Vıew through Tıime
calendarıal problem of the VCar 2000 Arbor ervan Püdl.. Damıan

16 Werner apke, Das Leıchen des ess1as: Thompson, T’he End of Tıme al and
Kın Wissenschaftler ıdentifizıert den Stern Fear ın the Shadow of the Mıllennıum
Uon Bethlehem (Biıelefeld CLV,

L 29
London Sınclair-Stevenson,

Weısensee, erd 0Se Wann ward Uns Stanley Grenz, CL,,
Jesus geboren? Gersau Theresıa, 30 For er evidence cf. ‚JJochen Eber,

18 osephus connects the ea of er° Cıt 35—43
Antıquıtates LE 6, wıth eclıpse of the 31 Irenaeus of ‚yONS, Adversus haereses
IN0Ol that could be SCENMN the Miıddle 2225 'quası] InC1pı1eNs AaNNOTUIMM
East German te  X Johannes Paulus aDa, IL:

19 &n Tertulhan, Adversus Iudaeos, Apostolısches Schreıben Tertio mıllennıi0
Konradın Ferrarı d‘Occhıieppo, Der Stern advenıente eın heın rıstlana,
UonNn ın astronomıscher 1C.
Legende oder Tatsache? (2d ed.; Gheßen .Johannes aulus, Cit.; Dar
Brunnen, Johannes Paulus, Cit:, Dar 18—22,

21 Ferrarn d’Occhieppo, CLt., 39, 66—67
and 992—_95 .Johannes aulus, CL, Dar
Cf. the of ugus robel’s ‚.JJohannes aulus, O GLt., Dar
research hıs book Der Stern UonN Bethle- 37 'T’he Heıdelberg Catechısm (1563) sSUuIMNmMmMa-
hem Fürth Flacıus, NMzZzes the Chrıstian lıfe under the headıng
Hans Maıer, Die chrıstlıche Zeıtrechnung °Of thankfulness’, cf. Zacharılas Ursinus,
Herder Spektrum 18; Freiburg T’he Commentary the Heıdelberg 'ate-
Herder, chısm (reprint of the 18592 ed., Phil-
(T- Hans Maıer, O CL,, (2—13, sed magıs lıpsburg P&R)

Why do vou Believe What vou Believe About the Holy Spiırıt?
Graham MecFarlane

Thiıs 1S the hirst 1n 111e serles that explores the D1II the Urc. and concludes Dy
the ma)or Nets of the stian faıth showıng how Proper understandıng of the

Spiırıt provıdes meanıngful adequate'Thıs book explores the doctrine of the Holy stzanSpirıt at popular eve CENCOUTALES
readers to through why they believe amcFarlane 18 ecturer 1ınhat they believe He the aCc.
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Testaments before cons1derıng the
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