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Practical Theology and Empirıical Identitj“
s  - Theologıe Pratique et ıdentite empıirıque
K Praktische Theologıe un empirische Identität

Mark 1verpoo

RESUME La methodologıe Van der Ven est
iınfluencee Dar les IrAaUaAUX de Jürgen

(ette etude DOUFr suJe la methodologıe Habermas et Karl Popper. cycle
Ia theologıe pratıque partır empırıque et theologıque adopte

IrAaUaAUX aul Ballard et ohn comprend le developpement du
Pritchard UNne DAartT, et JJohannes UQ  e probleme et de l’objectif, F’introduction
der Ven ’autre. Les deux theologıque, la deduct:on theologıique, Ia
methodologıes utılısent, MAaLS anıeres verıficatıon empırıque et theologıque et
dıfferentes, approche de l’evaluatıon theologıque.
l’action-reflexıion, quı domıne Ces deux approches Sont commentees
actuellement Ia theologıe pratıque. chacune fonction de [  S  autre L’auteur

La methodologıe de Ballard el ente ontrer qUe les deux modeles
Pritchard. est basee SUur Uune versıon du Sont empıirıques et qU C la theologıe
cycle pastoral et mel °accent sSuUur ’actıon pratıque beso1in d’adopter de anıere

la DTAXIS de Ia foL Cecı quatre explıcıte UunNe telle methode. Les poLNts
phases ; V’experience, l’exploratıon, la forts l’une des approches Sonft ıutılıses
reflexıon et ’actıon. Aınsı UNe DOUF erıtıquer les faıblesses [  z  autre et

Uvicereconsıderatıion de la DFaXISs condult Q-
changement de DFaXIıs.

USAMMENFASSUNG einer veraänderten Praxıs.
Die Methodologıe UQ  x der Vens ıst

UON Jürgen Habermas und Karl PopperDieses Essay betrachtet dıe
Methodologie der praktıschen T’heologıe beeinflußt. Der angewandte
(1USs dem Blickwinkel zwelıer empirisch-theologische Zyklus umfaft
verschiedener europädıscher Kontexte. dıe Problem- und Zielentfaltung,
Beim ersten handelt sıch das theologısche Induktion und Deduktiıon,
Werk aul Ballards und ohn empirisch-theologisches Testen SOwLe
Pritchards, während eım zweıten eıne theologıische Beurteılung.

das Werk Johannes UQ der Vens Dıie beiden Ansätze werden Jeweıls LM
geht Beıide Methodologıen verwenden, Licht des anderen kommentıert, wobel
allerdings auf verschiedenartıge Weıse, darauf hıngewıesen wırd, daß sıch ın
den actıon-reflection‘ Ansatz, der z2U beıden Fällen empıirıische Modelle
eıt dıe praktısche Theologıe domınıert. handelt und daß dıe praktische

‘Die Methodologıe Ballards und T’heologıe gul daran Lalte, dıe Aufnahme
eıner solchen Methodologıe explızıtPritchards basıert aufeıner ersıon des

pastoralen Zyklus und honzentriert sıch anzuzeıgen. Die Stärken des eıiınen
auf dıe Aktıon bzw Praxıs des Ansatzes werden Jeweıls dazu
Glaubens, dıe sıch ın vıer Phasen herangezogen, dıe Schwächen des
vollzieht: Erfahrung, Analyse, anderen eıner britischen Beurteilung
Reflektion und Handlung. Eın unterzıiehen.
UÜberdenken der Praxıs führt demnach
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'T’he a1ım of this 1S to COMPDATE LWO ology there 1S distinetive methodology
approaches to Practical Theology, on commonly called the ‘pastoral cycle’. It 1sS
Continental and the other Briıtish, 1n thıs which forms the focus of the discus-
order tO elucıdate the sıiımılarıtıes an dıf- S10N presented ere
ferences which characterise them ın rela- The pastoral cycle emerged out of the
tıon LO each other 'The Continental study Chrıstian ase communıties of Latın

from Johannes Va der Ven, AÄAmerica an the Lliıberation theologyProfessor of Practical Theology aT the movement. Ballard an Pritcechard
Catholiec Universıity of Nıjmegen, the brace form of Liberation theology but
Netherlands*. 'The Brıtish approach 1S5 the adapted for the British context The DaS-
recent study by Paul Ballard, Sen1lor toral cycle, deseribed here, contaıns
Lecturer ın Practical Theology al the Un1in- four phases.
versıty of Wales, Cardıff, an ‚.JJohn Fırst, experıence 1s the startıng poıint,Pritchard, the Archdeacon of Canter- where the present sıtuatiıon current
bury It 18 the contention of thıs study praxı1s, usually interrupted by even
that both approaches INay be deseribed Cr1S1S, ralses pastoral problem which
empirıcal. hat 18 they both seek tO demands attention. Praxıs 185 deser1bed
plore an deser1ibe empirıcal realıty it ‘more than practice, for ıt. recogn1zes that
1S mediated through Christian eXper1- human actıvıty 1s5 value-free. What 1sS5
CN  9 an they seek to gather wıthın the happenıing today 15 expressıon of hu-
1SCOurse of theology other perspectives INa  } assumptions about how things must
from the soc1al SC1IENCES LO facılıtate the ought LO happen)’.“ Wıth thıs 1ın miınd,comprehension of empirıcal realıity. Van iınformatıon 1s gathered, recorded an!
der Ven 1sS INOTE consclously empirıical, shaped for presentatıon. Attention tO the
hıle Ballard and Pritchard are less ob- sıtuatiıon 1s emphasısed wıth the pastoral
viously Nevertheless the cComparıson counsellıng values of genuıneness,remaıns, wiıll be demonstrated below Spect, accurate empathy, lıstening tO the

LO enable the Comparıson tOo be made base-line sub-text an lısteniıng LO ONe-
shall focus the LWO methodologies self. The approach 15 ON of ccerntical ODECI-hıch characterise these approaches LO ess Examples of such experl1ences ATre
Practical Theology. begıin ıth the Brıt- the theological student placement an the
ısh approach of Ballard an Pritchard. church audıt

Second, exploratıon 1s the stage of fur-
The Pastoral Cycle ther information gathering, analysıs an

discussıion. At thıs poınt iınter-discıipliı-
For Ballard an Pritchard theology 1s de- Na approach 18 advanced hıch 1S dıa-
ser1bed 1n Anselm’s terms Taıth seek- logic and creatıve. OWeEeVver differences of
ıng understandıing" an ıt the discourse between theology an the soclal
church and draws sharp distinetion SCIENCES need to be observed dıfferent
between the academıc and the practical. explanatıons ATre offered. The dıfficulty of
Practical Theology theological disci- such dialogue 1S that ıt 1s5 1ın danger of
plıne 1S defined ‘the enterprıse hıch becoming unbalanced, ONe partner
reflects theologically the actıon of the threatens LO UuSurp the other Hor CXa1-
church both 1ın ıts OW lıfe an the lıfe of ple, when erıtical tools ATe 1mposed an
the soclety. Its Ta matenals ATe the control theological realıty, when soc1l1al
tıons of faıth rather than the language of SCIENCE perspectives denıed valıdıtyfaith? ® and theological ımper1alısm eNSUuesSs.

The practice of the Chrıistian COTNINU- Third, reflection follows and consıders
nıty becomes ıts recogn1ısed subject TEa factors such personal an communal
hıle the recognısed methodology COINN- belıefs, the meanıng an PUrDOSEe of lıfe,
taıns the functions of theology, namely together wıth moral values. In thıs phasethat 14 18° descr1ptive, normatıve, erntical ıt 1sS expected that d1Sscovery and changeand apologetic. Vet wıthın Practical The- will OCCUTr and acknowledgement ofthe
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Dreictical Theology an Empirical Identity
Practical Theology. He that theol-realıty of the sıtuatiıon made. The pPaSs-

toral cycle 15 characterıstic of the praxıs gathers ınto iıtself the approprlate
model of theology an functions tO unıfy technıques an methods tOo facılıtate thıs
other methods of theology wiıthin ıt. such development. hat 1S5 the overall frame-

lınear approaches, 1.€. applıed theol- work of thought 18 theology an the
narratıve0 correlatıon methods, hypotheses LO be tested AT theological. In

approaches, artıstıc methods an the thıs theology’s relatiıonshıp LO the
habıtus approach. soc1al SC1IENCES 1s deseribed ““ntra-dıscı1ı-

Fourth, actıon completes the cycle ıt. plinary’.° 'T hıs 1S ınnovatıon 1ın the
arlses Out of whole PTOCC5SS. It 1S the place discussıon of the relationshıp between
where informed decısıons ATe taken an theology an the soclal SClIENCES an will
approprlate inıt.ıatıves made Actıon 15 be discussed below
important SINCEe truth 1S understood nOot ın Van der Ven Iso draws from the wells
terms of abstract Concepts but of lıberatıon theology but hıs equally
expressed 1ın concrete sıtuations. S1x domiıinant theoretical posıtion 1S5 borrowed
Lypes of change ATe mentioned by Ballard from ürgen Habermas, namely hıs the-
and Pritchard, namely: cognıtıve, of communıcatıve praxis.” Everything
affective, behavıoural, interpersonal, ın the realm of Practical Theology 1sS
soc1lal and polıtical, an spirıtual, hıch viewed through the mergıing lens of COTI1-
funections unıfyıng oncept municatıve praxıs an lıberation theology

hıch becomes hermeneutical frame-Once the cycle 1S5 complete ıt. sımply
continues the PTOCECSS Starts a ]] OVeTr work 'The praxıs oncept 1s taken from
agaıln, 1n that the cycle 1S5 really the INOTE recent interest of Catholic the-
spiral. Ballard an Pritchard present the ology 1n Heılsgeschichte, ‘which holds that

od’s Savıng STAaCcCE 15 realısed 1ın an!pastoral cycle gulde rather than
throuPTFOCESS LO be chaıned LO; nevertheless it 1S the hıistorical actıons ofhulman-

NOW almost unıversally accepted the kınd’ Therefore theology Ca  ; be under-
methodology from hıch Practical 'Theol- stood erıitical theory of relig10us

arT1sSes wıthın British context. They praxıs. The basıc structure of such praxıs
1s ‘The comMuUnNnıcatıon between peopleATIe commıtted LO praxıs orjlentatıon 1N-

formed DYy lıberationıst commıtment wıthın the societal condıtions formed of
an lınk Practical Theology LO spıirıtual- ecOoNOMIC, polıtical, soc1al an cultural
ıty. They argue that Practical Theology instıtutions, of which the church 15 OTIE.
should lead LO form of Christian ‘habı- Practical theology...focuses, practical
o  Ius that 1s growth ın holiness of heart sc1ence, the question whether an how
and lıfe hus the academıc an the D: thıs communıcatıve actıvıty wıthın the
tiıcal PTOCESSECS of research an reflection condıtions ofthe church an other societal
are accompanıed by spirıtualıty COIN- institutions OCCUrF, whether an how ıt.
cerned wıth the kıingdom of (10d an the should and Ca  ! be 1mproved. 'The question
mı1ıssıon of the church of ımprovement 1S nOLT purely technical

methodical...[ıt| 1S founded 1ın the LNOTTINA-
The empirical-theological cycle tıve, rel1ız10us-normatıve basıs of COIN-

muniıcatıve actıvıty, hıch has iıts or1ıgın
an ıts goal 1n unıversal solidarity’.” 'ThısVan der Ven that theology Shauld
1s connected LO CONCET N for Liberationbe conce1ved empirıcal discıpline ın

the that ıt would a1m LO explore, from suffering and the hermeneutical
desecribe an test theologıical ideas COINN- task of interpreting modern an ancıent
taıned wıthın specıfic context 'The d1ı- texts wıthın the Christian tradıtion. 'Thıs

PTOCESS 15 regarded dialogue throughrect 0D)ect of empirıcal theology therefore
1s the faıth an practice of people COIl- hıch meanıng emMeETSECS. Indeed, such
cerned. The soc1lal SCIENCES Are used TtO approach results 1ın IManYy ıinterpretations
further thıs enterpriıse an theology 1S an theologıcal diversıiıty. However,
dependent upon these dıscıplınes wıthın despite these confhets of ınterpretatıon,
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‘prlor1ity must be gıven to those wh suffer ıt. into four phases components. 'Thiıs
from ecOoNOMIC, polıtical an cultural cycle contaıns: (D perception, that 15 the
dıscrımıination, lack of freedom an influence of the envıronment upon PCT -alienation’.* 'T’hıs 1ın turn 1S coupled wıth SO  - hıch 15 experıenced and perce1ved;ideological-critical approach hıch (2) experımentation, hıch deseribes the
seeks to disclose connectijons between actıon of the person uDOoN the eNvıroan-
ideas an ment and the possıble COUTSES of actıon;Whiıle communicatıve praxıs wiıll 1NeVv1l- (3) examınation refers to the ınvestiga-tably contaın pluralısm an condflict, Va  - tıon by the PCeTSON of the alternatives an!
der Ven understands the goals ofu_ their ontrıbution tOo Varıo0ous effects; (4)nıcatıon operatıng at three levels: (1) assessment °cırcumsecribes the efforts LO
the exchange of V1IeWS, (2) under- determine the value and meanıng of the
standıng ofthese VIeWS, an (3) strıving experıments). 'The experıence cycle 155 1ın
for CONSENSU: One ultimately attempts LO realıty indıvısıble, the phases exıst for
achleve OoNSENSUS., In thıs ComMmMuUuUnIca- analytical convenılence. 'Thıs approachtıon there remaıns the free exchange an places experıence ın iınteractionist an
understandıng of Op1nN10NS, easured actıon theory framework. Action
agaınst the standards of truth, rıghtness divided iınto actıve an passıve actıons,and authenticity. ” In addıtion, Va  =) der ONne interventioniıst the other receptive.Ven posıts four erıteri1a for hat he calls Kxperience an empirıcısm 1kewise Ca  -
normatiıve praxıs. 'T’he first er1ıterion 1S be divided iınto LWO aspects perceptionequalıty, that 18 the acceptance 1ın COIN- an examınatıon ATre deemed LO be rela-
munıcatıon that the other person has the tıvely passıve, hıle experımentatıon an
Sarmne rıght LO speak and LO dısagree wıth the assessment phase of experı1ence Are

Second, the princıple of Teedom INOTeEe actıve.
COuTrages attıtude of9 toler- 'Thıs understanding of experıence 1sS
NCcCce an respect Third, that freedom of foundational tO the empirıcal-theologicalcCommunıcatıon 18 rooted 1ın the subjectiv- cycle. Perception corresponds metho-
1ty of those engaged an ıt 155 directed dologically to induction, experımentationagaınst deception an self-deception. LO deduction, examınatıon tO testing, andTherefore PerSson May be excluded assessment LO evaluation. 'To thesefrom communıcation, that 18 the principle phases Va der Ven adds the orıgınal OTEof horizontal unıversalıty. 'L0 thıs he adds of the development ofthe problem an thethe dimension of hıstory an! the 1dea of goal Kmpiriıcısm refers LO these 1vevertical unıversality, hıch includes the phases, hıch flow 0)e1 TOM the other 1ın
martyrs, the victims an the dead, who cycle, wıth the evaluation leadıng to thestill have something to contrıbute to the development of NEW problem 'Thısdiscussıion. These LWO princıples point LO proach 1S not objectiviıst S1Ince durıng thefourth crıterion, namely unıversal solı- inductive phase the researcher uses al]darity  12 'The liberation COIIlCeEerN 18 ONCeEe the fıive SEeNSES an intuıtive perceptionsagaın LO the fore when he SaYyYS “ . .commiıt- LO let the data speak It 1S5 NOt posıtiıvıstment to freedom, unıversalıty an
solidarıty that 18 intrinsic to al real

SINCE testing 1S preceded by the deductive
phase where the interpretive frameworkcommunıcatıon necessarıly demands 1s developed. It 1s Iso not OPCN to theabsolute unıversal liıberation and ON- charge of eMPpINICISM, that 15 the ascrıp-cıliation ın the rel1ig10us sense‘. tıon of power LO empiırıcal data The evalu-'To develop methodology for iınvest]1- atıon phase safeguards agaınst thıs bygatıng such praxıs, Va  } der Ven begins Dy placıng the data ınto broader theoreticalaskıng hat 1S the relationship between framework, hıch ıts sıgniıf1-experıence an! empırıcısm? 'T0 which he

anıswers by reference LO the experıence Induetion refers LO the observation ofcycle, analytical tool hıch 1ı1ds the phenomena ın the empirıcal realıty. “Chiıscomprehension of experıence by dıvıdıng involves the discovery an namıng of
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classes of phenomena, an the uncover1ıng 'Thıs 15 followed by theological reflection
of comparatıve, correlatıve an causal 1n hıch cdialeetic wıth perception 1S
relationshıps between the phenomena. 15 inıtlated, prelımınary conclusions lead
T'hıs 18 followed by deduction where Tegu- LO changes 1ın perception. 'T’hıs 1S achıeved
larıties’ discovered 1ın the empirıcal data by the acquisıtion of lıterary knowledge of

the fıeld, including both theological anATeEe pursued Dy formulatıng an testing
conjectures an expectations. 'The testing empirıcal lLterature. It eNSUuTrTeES that
1S completed completely dıfferent set flection 1S guided by theory As result
of data Sınce ıt 1S impossıble to derıve the theologıcal question 1S5 formulated,
uniıversal knowledge from specıfıc C  9 which 1s specific and lımıted ın character.

It will depend upon prev1ous knowledgeVa  — der Ven adopts the philosophy of
Popper 'To the question of how OTIe a_ ın the field LO hat Lype of question 1S
quıres empirıcally tested general knowl/l- formulated. Questions MaYy be descr1p-
edge, he AaNSWEeTSs 'by deduection/‘. ‘What, tıve, exploratıve hypothesıs-testing.
then, 1s place ofempirıcal investigatıon ın Consequently research desıgn 111 be
E deduection? Popper’s ALNSWeTr 1s that adopted that explicates the question DIC-
ONe MUST develop general conjectures Out viously formulated. 'The research des1ıgn
of specıfic (observed) regularıties, declare INaYy adopt quantıtatıve qualıitatıive
these conjectures hypothetically applıca- methods, combınatıon of the LWO de-
hle tO other concrete C:  9 an test the pending the topıc under ınvestigatıon.
vahd1ty  Sa Z E of thıs applıcatıon tOo those Thırd, theologıcal deduction contaıns

T’hese conjectures an hypothe- theological conceptualısatıon which
sSes aAare shaped 1n relatıon to exıstiıng theo- fils the erıter1a for sc1entific theory
rıes, hıch 1n thıs Lype of research are, of stipulated by S  r\ Popper These Ar'  D 1}
9 prıimarıly theological. Such hy- logıcal cConsıstency, wıth the usSe of clear

inde-potheses AT tested by the route of falsıfi- conceptual terms, (2) mutual
catıon, hıch requıres that the pendency of statements, 1.e. they ATe not
falsıficatiıon of null hypothesıs should derıved from OIle another an sıtuated
OCCUTLr for maın hypothesıs LO be corrobo- the Samne logıcal level; (3) suffic1ency, 1n
rated T’he objectıve of such approach the that theorljes must contaın

sufhcient amount of ınformatıon that1S not LO favour the orıgınal hypothesıs,
but to critically test it. empirıically testable ‚ONSCQHUECNCES be

The phases ofthe empirıical-theological derıved form them’; (4) necessıty, by
cycle ollows: Fıirst, the develop- which 1s meant that theories must not

contaın superfluous iınformatıon. Thement of the theological problem an goal
focuses faıth 1ın (G(0d the direct object theological-conceptual model determınes
an goal of research. The a1m of such the operational method ell the
research 18 to 1mprove the hermeneutic- analytical technıque. On the basıs of the
communıcatıve praxıs. lıterature the model wiıll contaın: COIl-

Second, theologıical induction follows CeEPtS varıables, relationshıps between
and includes examınatıon of theologı1- the varıables, an the research unıts.
cal perceptions from random tO System- theological-conceptual model contaıns al
tıc perceptions. random perception 1S5 least LWO varıables, OIM funections the
wıthout prevıously established Systems of principle varıable an 1s theological.
categorıes hıle systematıc perception 1S From thıs model hypotheses Ca be
characterised by the uUusSe of standardised derived. 'Thıs 1sS5 followed by theologıcal
instruments ofobservatiıon. 'T’hıs includes operationalısatıon hıch brıdges the gap
both the optiıons of partıcıpatory an 1910185 between the theoretical CONCepts an the
partıcıpatory perception, vert an Covert empirıcal realıty. It 1S the definıng of CONM-

observation, an indıirect an direct CEeEPtS 1n terms of operatıons. Instruments
perception. Finally, the difference be- used LO INEASUTEC hypotheses must be valıd
Ltween ne’s perception ofothers an nNnes an rehable.
perception of self mMust be consıdered. Fourth, empirıcal-theological testing
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contaıns data collection by of QuesS- ned cons1ıderably by first ofall admıiıttingtıonnaıre SUrVEYV The data 15 then the clear empiırıcal approach which ıt
prepared Dy entering data ınto the COTNN- takes: an second, havıng made that ad-
puter, then checked an cleaned. The

data
m1ss10n, revliew1ng the possıble optıonsempirıcal-theological analysıs for empirıcal work from the N: of

includes the phases of: (1) description of qualıitative an quantıtatıve methods
research populatıon, (2) construction of avaılable As corollary LO thıs point, Va
theological an other attıtudıinal scales, der Ven includes clear an systematıc(3) determination of the holders of theo- analysıs of the data Thiıs 1S5 omıtted Dylogıcal attıtudes, (4) determination of the Ballard and Pritchard poss1ıbly because
ONtText of theological attıtudes, an (5) they do not regard theır approach be-
explanatıon of the theological attıtudes ing empiırıcal But Ven f the oncept of

Fıifth, theological evaluatiıon contaıns empINCISM 15 not admıitted, such OM1S-
the theological ınterpretation which fo- S10N ofdata analysıs 15 eruc1a|l analytıcal

uDOoN of the analytıcal CITOT 'The quantıtatıve preference of Va  w
results aımed al answerıng the theologi- der Ven 0eSs not need LO be accepted,cal question, 1ın lıght of the theological S1INCEe qualıtative data analysıs 18 becom-
problem an goal, an wıth partıcular ıng increasıngly % %I‘OIIS wıth the use of
emphasıs uDON theological conception. Computer software.
Theological reflection follows hıch 1S Second, Ballard and Pritchard contend
based uponN the results of theological that inter-disciplinary approach to the
interpretation. It 1S concerned wıth the exploratıon ofthe sıtuatıon be proposed. ““discussion of the meanıng and relevance They cıte 0)81 of the dangers to the bal-
of the results of the theological interpre- NCcCeEe of the dialogue of theology wıth the
tatıon and the adequacy of the study soc1al SCIENCES the possı1ıbiıliıty that OE
FYınally, theological-methodological partner 1ın the discussion miıght become
flection hıch CONCETTNS the meth- dominant. Eıther the erıtical tools of socıial
odologıcal prerequiısıtes of an the

for
SCIENCE ontrol theology they ATr denıed

implıcatıons empirıcal-theological valıdıt an theological imper1alısmresearch whole, ell the ındiı- sults.* Is Practical Theology, therefore, LO
v1idual phases of the cycle. be inter-disciplinary intra- disciplinary

1ın relatıon tO the soc1al scı1ences? The rela-
Comments and erıtique tıonshıp on of interdependence 1s not

established. On the CoOntrary, Va der Ven
Three comments AT offered here hıich that the soc1al SCleNCES do NOt need
use eritical features TOM both models an theology, but Practical Theology needs the
a1ım LO raılse questions for further debate. socı1al SClIENCES. Therefore there 1sS 1INeVI1-

Fırst, it could be suggested that the table imbalance.“* the overall 1SCOUrse
approach of Va  . der Ven hıghlights the 1Ss LO be theology, he SEES TE asSon why ıt
inadequacy of the Ballard an Pritchard cannot follow other academıc disciplinesmodel regardıng empirıcal methods. It 1S 1ın the borrowing ofmethods LO expand ıts
the contention of thiıs study that both Nn of techniques. It 1sS suspected that
approaches ATrTe empirıcal, notJust der Ballard an Pritchard are CONSCIOUS ofthe
Ven’s. However, the Brnitish approach prev1ous debate about the possı1ıbilıtyneglects description of the possıble ımposs1biılity of 'empirıcal theology’. In
methods which the soc1a| SCIENCES uUusSe LO that debate, the VIeWS of maJor partıcı-ınvestigate the phenomenon. 'The use of roceededpants, such Peter Berger,athe soclal SClIENCES 1s apparently limited from methodological atheism. 'The DTO-LO theoretical perspectives, although posal of Va  - der Ven tO consıder theologypartıcıpant observationist approach 1sS 1ın ıts immanent form, that 1s defined ın
sumed to be the DNOTTN for the practical terms ofthe faıth an practice ofpeople 1ın
theologıan ın the experıence phase of the partıcular cConcrete sıtuation; ADPDPCATS to
cycle. 'Thiıs approach could be trength- be 0)81 WaYy of cırcumventing such objec-
ÜA ®  ® EuroJTh



Bractica) Theology an Empirical Identity
tions.“ hat 1S, the direct object ofPracti- the investigatıon Was LO understand how

wıthın the charısmaticcal Theology 185 hermeneutic cCOoMMUNICA- partıcıpants
tıve prax1ıs, hıle God 18 the indırect an mMmovement defined such actıvıty. Crıs1ıs
ultımate object of Practical Theology. centred lıberationıst approach ould
However, Va der Ven’s model 1S5 Iso have een i1napproprılate tO such study
subject tO the er1ıtique of Ballard and

Concluding remarksPritchard. He has chaıned hıs approach LO
the communıcatıve actıon theory of
Habermas Such 15 reduc- 'The CONCET N of thıs brief V 1s LO
tionıst an corresponds to hat Andrew COMPATE the methodologies found wıthın
Kım deseribes (when commentıing British an Continental Practical Theol-

In the wrıtings discussed here theHabermas’ V1eW of the possıble future of
relıg10n) the Trelıg10us utopla of lıber- approaches OW: much LO the lıberatıon
ated communıty |which| thus becomes the theologıes hıch have emerged from
secular ıdeal of unconstrained COMMUNN- Latın Ameriıca. There 15 great deal of

sımılarıty between the LWO methodologıescatıve actıonNpartıcıpants 1ın COIN-
of Ballard/Pritchar an Va  > der Venmunıty free from domiınatiıon'. Such

approach consequently limits both the However, there AT real dıifferences of the-
cho1lice of research topıc an the DETSDECC- an approach LO empirıcal ıdentity.
tıve through hıch ıt. 18S defined. The COIN- Whiıle would not wısh tO agree wıth Va

der Ven’s theologıical presupposıtions andmunıcatıon of the church ın socıety 1S
hermeneutic, he offers INOTE N gOoroustal TEa for Practical Theology, but

whether ıt should be inextricably CONM- model 1n terms of empirıcal ıdentity. Hor
nected tLO Habermasıan theory 15 Ser1- that 1Te6€4asSon hıs work demands LO be taken
ously MmMO00T poınt ser10usly ın ıts OWI terms, hıle the

greatest strength of the Ballard anThırd, both approaches T1SEe from
Pritchard model 1s the promotıon of thewıthın the Liberatıon theology movement,

and OTE ould not wısh tOo deny the DOS- pastoral cycle spirıtual endeavour.
sıbılıty of such approach.“® However, The visıon of discıpline hıch 18 ACa-

whether liberationıst approach should emiıic and practical, an OTle which 15
combıned wıth spirıtual dynamıc 15SOVern Practical Theology 1S LO be

doubted. In Va der Ven’s Case ıt. aPpPPCAaAI’s worthy of great respect an gratitude. It
LO lımıt hıs research LO the communıcatıve 1S hoped that the strengths of both
praxıs surroundıng the problem of approaches IMaYy be combined ın the varı-
theodicy, hıle Ballard an Pritchard 1N- ety of models hıch ATE undoubtedly still

LO emerge from S eVeTr expandıng eldevıtably SEEC Practical Theology eıther
CNSsIS event centred (e.g. student place- otfesment church audıt) As they state, “The
startıng point 15 the present sıtuatıion:; the der Ven, Practıcal T’heology:more-or-less routine exıstence of g]ıven
context But there 1S further element. Empirıical ‚DDTOAC. (Kampen Kok

Pharos,Thıs present 185 interrupted, whether from Ballard rıtchard, Practıcal T’he
wıthın from outsıde by events that ology ınm Actıon: OChrıstian ınkıng Lın the
demand response, UuUuNnNcCcCOover ten- Servıce of the Church and Socıety London

SPCK,sion. ““ Surely thıs need not be the Case
Ballard rıtchar' 118empirıical Practical Theology

the praxıs ofthe local church 1ın partıcu- Ballard rıtchard,
lar setting, whole N of routiıne COIl- Van der Ven, H1112

INAaYy be addressed from varıety of CN < 16 C) Habermas, T’he Theory of Communıica-
tıve Arctıon I1 (Cambrıdge 0theological perspectives. Kor example, Press, 1985 %. 1991)ave researched the subject of charıs- Kor exposıtıon of the WaY hıch

matıc prophecy wıthın the Church ofEng- rıtical eOTrYy has een integrate ınto
land 10Ccese of London.“® The HUT DOSC of theology SCEC Sıebert, T’he Uritical
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AMcanrk J. Cartiledge
eorYy of Relıgion: the Frankfurt School Also SsSeE Va der Ven’s LO Paul
er. outın, Tıllıch, 102779
Van der Ven, ee Habermas 185 not wıthout hıs erıt-
Van der Ven, 1CS, SCE Brand, T’he Force of Reason: An
Van der Ven, Introduct:on LO Habermas’ eory of

11 Van der Ven connects ese SLANdCATCS LO Communıicatıive Actıon London Allen and
the respectıve modes of the ‘objective’, Unwin, 118—-126; cf. Ras-
‘soc1lal’ ‘subjective’ escrDe by IMUSSCH, Readıng Habermas (Oxford
Habermas, asıl Blackwell, Whıte ed.,
Van der Ven, 60—61 Cambridge Companıon LO Habermas
Van der Ven, Cambrıdge Cambrıdge Universıty Press,
Van der Ven, 113 However, recent unpublıshe
Van der Ven, 115 conference DPaperT, der Ven omıts
Van der Ven, 115 Habermas’ communıcatıve actıon eOrYy
Van der Ven, 129 altogether, thus suggesting the poss1bılıty
See Dey, Qualitative Data Analysıs: of change of posıtıon thıs matter See
UJser Frıiendly uılde for Socıal Scıentists Johannes Va der Ven, “Practical The-
London Routledge, ology the Makıng Brıtısh Irısh
See discuss]ions by relıg10us educatıonal- AssocıJ1ation for Practical T’heology ONIer-
ists: ılllılam Kay and es. Francıs, “T’he CNCEC, Universıiıty ofales, Cardıff,
seamless obe Interdiscıplinary NQUIrFYy rnıtiıcal eory an the Socı1ol-
iınto Relıg10us Educatıon Brıtısh Journal O of Relıgion Reassessment,), Socıal
of Relıgious Educatıon (1985) 64 — Compass 43 9 (1996), 275
öl Iso Drift from the Churches: Attıtudes See for example, Pattıson, Pastoral
Toward Chrıstianity urıng Chıldhood Care and Lıuberation T’heology London
MMı Adolescence ar Uniıiversıty of SPCK,
ales Press, Appendix ‘“Scıen D7 rıtchar d
Study of Relıgiıon  » 159182 28 Cartledge, “Charısmatic rophec  9

2() Ballard T1tcNAarı 109110 Journal of Empirical T’heology 8.1 (1995),
vA
J°7

Van der Ven, 100 7188
See Berger, T’he Socıal eaalıty of Re- See edge, mpıiırıcal Teology:
lıgıon Harmondsworth Penguinn, "Towards Kvangelıcal arısmatic Her-
Appendix ‘Doclological Theological meneutic’, Journal of Pentecostal eology
Perspectives’, 182 (1996), 115-126

The Meanıng of Freedom
Study of Secular, uslım and Chrıstian Vıews

Andrew Z  rk

Recognısın that increasıngly Christians Muslım VIEWS before setting out
are seeıng the eed to understan! alternative Christian v1isıon 1C aM SWEeTrTs
eNgagE ser10usly wıth contemporary present dılemmas contradıctions.
western culture, thıs book explores the Z  rk has een Dean ead
ONcept of Teedom the west, ıts of the School of 1ss1ıon OTr1ST0r1Ca. TOOLTS curren
diverse ontexts Chrıistianıity at eLLy Oak Colleges,

Bırmiıngham SINCEe 1990 Amongst hıs
The author consıders the dıfferent prev1lous publıcatıions ATe God  2  S Word formeanıngs of Teedom held western Complex World (Marshalls
socJıetles the stıren.  S Aprıl 8  44-1 paperbackweaknesses of each. He then examınes 2920 mMmm £1 7/.99
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