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Gospels (35—67), aulıne erature (68—89), T’he Message of Tımothy Titus
erNew estamen hlterature 90—101), the
ecrıtera of Canonicıty’ the Lrans-

The Lıife of the Local Church
mı1ıssıon of New Testament documents (112- John Stott

Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press 'The136), an! Textual vanants extu: Bıble Speaks Today), 1996 232ppCrnticism71 £9_.99 ISBN 0—-85111-172-6'The problem wıth. partıcular work (as
wıth all attempts LO “ntroduce’ topı1c) 15 that
the reader 15 confronte: wıth wealth of RESUME
erıa hıch they ardly ave tıme to assım1ı1- Les commentaıres de Cce serıe veulent la
late before the wrıter invıtes the reader to ]Joın fOoLs DrEeCILS ans l’exposition du exie bzıblıquehım altogether dıfferent realm of diıscus- et pertıinents DOUr la U1ie contemporaine. Outre
S10N. On the plus sıde, Patzıa 1S quıick to pomınt l’exegese TLün technıque, ıls fournissentthe reader LO er SOUTCES hıch be guıde W  e  tude destine aıder les chretiens
plored al the eader’'s leisure. 'hıs 1Lse MLECUX comprendre le exte et le meltre
makes Patzıa’s work welcome tool for oSse pratıque. Les auteurs du volume ıntıtule
eginnıng New estamen: study, not tOo INeN- Message de Pıerre et Jude mMmontren les
tıon 0oSsSe charged wıth the task of teachıng sımılıtudes et les dıfferences entre Ces CUX
New estamen lettres, DOUFr qul est des ıdees et du cContenu,wıth all road-brush ıntroductions, du contexte sıtuationnel et des ULSEES, el ıls
there are questions a are raısed hıch TOUven. des applıcatıons stımulantes du INes-
cannot be answered wiıt. the of the sage de ces CUX ettres du OUVEAL Testament
work. Such questions for thıs reviewer 1N- DOUFr "Eglıse du SIeC.  z  e Dans Messageclude why do ave deseribe the Apostle de Timothee et Tite, Stott montre QUE le SOUCL
Paul ‘Hellenistic hat place do predomınant de aul DOUFr la verıte ans les
the arhest Christians who WeTrTe iıllıterate troıs ettres pastorales est partıculıerementave the Makıng of the New estament? pertinent PDOUF notLre culture contemporaıneFurther, places, recent scholarshıp AD PCAaTS submergee Dar l’esprıit du post-modernisme.tOo ave een overlooked example of thıs
ould be Johnson’s, The rıtıngs of the

Yortress USAMMENFASSUNGNew estamen (Phıladelphia: Die Kommentare Lın dıeser Serıie haben dasPress, 1C. although menti.oned the Zıel, sowochl akkurat ın der Auslegung desbıblıography, 1sS m1ssıng from the scholarly
ınteraction wıthın the book; of1C ere 15 biblischen Textes sein, als uch relevant für
much. We m1g hbe forgıven for thınkıng that zeıtgemäßes Leben. Zusätzlıch der nıcht-
Johnson ould ave een key alogue part- technıschen Exegese, bieten Sıe eiınen Studıen-
NDer for Patzıa teıl, der Chrısten helfen soll, den ext besser

verstehen und auszuleben. In dem andIt MaYy ell be that tiıme PTe- T’he Message of Peter ude zeıgen dıevented interaction wıth Johnson, the utoren sowochl dıe Ahnlıchkeiten, als uch dıespee of discussion necessıtated unanswered nterschıede dıeserquestions. The Makıng of the New estamen el Brıefe auf
wıll be seful book LO ave one’s shelves; bezüglıch des Gedankengutes und Inhalts, des
but ONne cCannot help ee that ıts Om1lssıons Jeweılıgen ıtz LM Leben und der Absıchten,
wiıll prevent ıt. from movıng from the ‘useful und S1ie nden anregende Anwendungen dıeser

el neutestamentlıchen rıefe für dıe (Gje-category OU.: helves LO the ımportant’ meınde ım zwanzıgsten ahrhundert. In dem
and Message of I ımothy and TıtusKevın Ilhıs

Cheltenham, Kngland zeıgt Stott auf, W1Le relevant das überragende
Anlıegen des Paulus mıt der Wahrheit ın allen
rel Pastoralbriefen für UNsere Kultur ıst, dıe
eiıngetaucht ım Geıist der Postmoderne ıst.EuroJTh 1998) SI 64-66
It 1s5 the threefold ea of the sSerl1les TheThe Message of Peter ude T’he

romıse of Hıs Coming Speaks oday be accurate the exposıtıon
Dıck Lucas and Christopher Green of the bıbhical text, relevant for contemporary

hıfe, anı readable The goal 15 LO SOoundLeıicester: Inter-Varsity Press 'The balance between Serl10us exeges1s the ONeBıble Speaks Today), 1995, 2(0pp hand practic applıcatıon for today  S£9.99 ISBN 0—-85111-—-149—1 Urc. the er hand Generally, the
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tructure consısts of ıntroduction LO the Thıs volume not only offers consıderate 1N-
indıyıdual ooks, verse-by-verse exposıtıon formatıon for example the reference LO the
of the 1D11Ca. Lext. study gulde The or1ıgına. pu rea! sıtuatıon of the text
study guılde recapıtulates the maJ]or themes of an how thıs affected Peter’s style of wrıtiıng
the indıvıdual offers questions 60, ”5 1), but Iso makes for challengiıng
that AT desiıgned LO help readers LO reflect an edifyıng devotjional readıng WFor example,
the 1D11Ca. mMeESSapgc, tOo timulate thought Peter 1K 18 explaıne: under theea
and/or STOUP discuss]i0ns concerning contem- “"T’he Productive Christian Here Green dem-
I’'Yy Christian hıfe, an LO challenge people onstrates exegetically hat character traıts

eier wants T1ISLLANS gaın, and how theLO apply hat they ave earn theır hves.
T'he volumes ofp ser1es, then, AaTre not tech- viırtues hsted WerTeEe specıfically elevant LO the
nıcal commentarıes that elucıdate the text for orıgına. sıtuation of communıcatıon. But he
scholarly PurposesS an explore rıtical 1sSsues. goOES er spellıng out how LO OU:
Rather, thıs SerTrles 1S ımed aft all oOse thıs task suggests that for hrıstlans
hrıstlans who desıire LO understan the oday the of owledge eier 1S5 talkıng
better an LO lıve ıt. out OU: °comes from rea!  , thinkıng and dıs-

The first volume to be discussed ere 15 'The cussıng TY1IsSt1aAan (p 59) In dealıng wıth
Message of eier ‚Jude Dy 1ıck Lucas an difficult verses, such Jude 9—10, Green
hrıstopher Green. T’he introductions each weıghs the options carefully before reachıng
letter hıch contaın the COTe of the authors’ hıs conclusı0ns. Not only 0es he explaın Sat-
understandıng of the etters ave een wrıt- ısfactorıly the VerSsSe(CS concerned, but he Iso
ten Dy ıck Lucas, the verse-by-verse expounds the general flow ofthe argument.
exposıtıon by Chrıstopher Green. The TCAason Tee words AIe eferred LO where thıs 185
for groupıng ese LWO New estamen etters relevant clarıfy the exposıtıon, but readers
ogether ONe book, although they AT wrıt- do not ave to know TEee order LO under-
ten neıther by the SaIiInle author NOr for the stand the argument
SAaImne audıence, hes theır SIM1Larıtly of ıdeas The Message of eier Jude thus forms

ontent. 'The precıse natLure of the rela- part of the ımportant task of recoverıng ese
tıonshıp between ese LWO etters 155 d1ıs- forgotten etters 1C all LOO often he (07
ceussed Dy Chrıistopher Green ogether wıth ticed valued at the back of Bıbles
er topıcs of scholarly interest 1n N- It 15 Ve useful tool for wıde readershıp

for ındıyıdual T1ISLLANS who want COMe toO
had shown that the author of Jude from

Green Jargely ollows Bauckham who
gT1PS wıth Eese Lwo amıhar etters pr1-

Palestinian ew1s Cıircles that the book ate study, for STLUdents wh' are 00. for
Wäas Iso ıntended for such readershıp Hav- solh11 but ucCH! iıntroduction ınto the thought
ıng recognısed Jude’s MESSaLC ımportant WOT. of eier Jude, for Bıble study
for the wıder C.  uUurc. the wrıter of eier Sroup eaders who seek LO timulate

members LO discussıon oUu the 1D11CcCa textadapted Jude for wıder Gentıile readershıp,
addıng maternal LO g1ve ıt. dıfferent coher- LO challenge them OU: the WaY they lıve,
ENCE Accordıng LO Lucas, the of anı! for preachers who want LO proclaım the
eier 1S wofold LO CXDOSEC the awless each- pOowe: mMeESSage of eier and/or Jude
CI5, that 1sS teachers unrestraıned by apostolıc appily ıt, today’s uUrc

The second volume LO be discussed ere 15authorıty, for hat they WerTrTe an INOTe 17N-
portantly, LO set before the hurches the COTMN- 'T’he Message of Iıtus by John
dıtions of survıval when doctrinal moral In hıs preface, explaıns that the
pervers1ons infiltrate eır fellowshıiıps. Jude’s bıbhcal WwWTr1ıt1e overrıdıng preoccupatıon

15 en  ed the bıtıon tO defend throughout all TEeEe astora. Letters 15 wıth
PIESCIVC the gospel by pullıng down the the truth, that ıt MaYy be faıthfully guarded

strongholds of CITOTFL, and to urge the oya. an ande: He that thıs eme 15
behevers LO buı1l 0)81 another T1S especlally elevant tO contemporary cul-
Lucas pomints out that further dıstiınction Lure hıch 1sS overtaken submerged the
between the LWwoO etters 15 poss1ıbly that ‘Pe- spiırıt of postmodernısm. According LO O

the apostle’s unambıguous commıtment LOter’s s_peci € CONCETTN 15 wıth iındıyıdual behev-
CI'5, terms of personal growth truth forms the ‘wonderfully

sponsıbıilıtıes whıle| Jude, ıt. ’ 1S freshing' (p 10) contrast LO OIl of the 1e
alarmed al the prospecC of ole Chrıistian tenets ofpostmodern1ısm, that ere 1S5 such
communıtıes beıng destroyed from wıthın' thıng objectıve truth, let alone unıversal
(p 163; tahcs hıs) eternal truth
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In introductory chapter, addresses
the question ofthe authenticity astora te  X

2.8—-15 15 most e1Ip: handlıng thıs
Letters hıch 1S ongoing 1ssue EeVer SInce Throughout, the author applıes the bıblicalBaur of Tübıngen rejecte: auline Lext for today’s UrcCc 'Thıs 1sS one not onlyauthorship of these etters 1835 PTO- explicıtly, but often Iso implhicitly. Hor ECEXam-vıdes OVervilew OVer the ma)Jor scholarly ple, Stott refers to W sponta-posıtions evaluates the plausibility of the doxology of Paul, which contaıns SsOmMe
arguments offered He rehearses briefly the phrases irom early hturgical form, he
Case for agaınst Pauline authorship, marks ıncıdentally that ‘lıberty lıturgyfor agaınst pseudonymıity, before he CON- Aare not necessarıly Incompatible’ (p 55) TOMsıders the possıble contrıbution LO the wrıting 9.1; yOoung readers learn thatof aul’s etters made by amanuens!1ıs, 1.e prefers the use ofaunt’ uncle address-by SOMIMEONE who not only dertook the actual ıng er people rather than the use of themechanıcs of wrıtiıng but ave een gıven Christian Name for people who COU. be SOMEe-
SOTNeE lıberty clothing the apostle’s thought one’s great-grandfather great-grandmotherwıth words. concludes that “T’he most (1 personally doubt that ‘uncle Stott’ ouldhıkely ScCeNATIO 1S5 that Paul the apostle wrote CXPICSS INOTe respect). Whıle erethe Tee Pastorals, toward the end ofhıs lıfe,addressing cContemporary 1SSUeES, uUu-

maybe D0€S to far hıs practıcal
applıcatıon, he 15 not radıcal enough ernıcatıng through trusted amanuensıs’ Yor example, hıs exposıtion of(p 34) 4..31, he rıghtly distinguishes between the'T’he exposıtıon of the text 1LSe 1sS clear, PFrODEeTr use the abuse of creatıonthorough ell ınformed Kor example, oıfts wıth regard LO sexualıty, but he faıls LOthe author attempts LO throw hlhıght the do wıth regard LO food, specıfically anımalpreoccupatıon alse teachers wıth myths products He maıntaıns that °to forbıde Book Reviews *  In an introductory chapter, Stott addresses  the question of the authenticity of the Pastoral  text.  Tim. 2.8-15 is most helpful in handling this  Letters which is an ongoing issue ever since  Throughout, the author applies the biblical  F.C. Baur of Tübingen rejected Pauline  text for today’s church. This is done not only  authorship of these letters in 1835. Stott pro-  explicitly, but often also implicitly. For exam-  vides an overview over the major scholarly  ple, as Stott refers to 1 Tim 1.17 as a sponta-  positions and evaluates the plausibility of the  neous doxology of Paul, which contains some  arguments offered. He rehearses briefly the  phrases from an early liturgical form, he re-  case for and against Pauline authorship, and  marks incidentally that 1liberty and liturgy  for and against pseudonymity, before he con-  are not necessarily incompatible’ (p. 55). From  siders the possible contribution to the writing  1 Tim. 5.1, young readers learn that Stott  of Paul’s letters made by an amanuensis, i.e.  prefers the use of ‘aunt’ and ‘uncle’ in address-  by someone who not only undertook the actual  ing older people rather than the use of the  mechanics of writing but my have been given  Christian name for people who could be some-  some liberty in clothing the apostle’s thought  one’s great-grandfather or great-grandmother  with words. Stott concludes that “The most  (I personally doubt that ‘uncle Stott’ would  likely scenario is that Paul the apostle wrote  express more respect). While here Stott  the three Pastorals, toward the end of his life,  addressing contemporary issues, and commu-  maybe goes a little to far in his practical  application, he is not radical enough in other  nicating through a trusted amanuensis’  areas. For example, in his exposition of 1 Tim.  (p. 34).  4.3f, he rightly distinguishes between the  The exposition of the text itself is clear,  proper use and the abuse of God’s creation  thorough and well informed. For example, as  gifts with regard to sexuality, but he fails to  the author attempts to throw light on the  do so with regard to food, specifically animal  preoccupation of the false teachers with myths  products. He maintains that ‘to forbid ... meat-  and genealogies (1 Tim. 1.4) he points out  eating is to be guilty of serious error’ (p. 113),  possible links to extra-biblical literature, such  without addressing the question whether to-  as The Book of Jubilees and Philo’s Antiq-  day’s industrial meat production, which inevi-  uities, and refers to interpretations of early  tably leads to exploitation of people and  church fathers, such as Tertullian’s Prescrip-  animals, is a misuse of God’s creation and goes  tions against Heretics. However, he is careful  against God’s will for creation.  enough not to jump to quick and easy conclu-  On the whole, this volume is well worth its  sions, as his cautious wording signals: ‘It may  money. The author has continually made an  be, then, ...” (p. 44) and ‘All we can say in  conclusion is ...’ (p. 45).  effort not only to expound single verses, but  also to elucidate the general flow of Paul’s  I was particularly impressed with Stott’s  argument and to apply the text for today. This  handling of what are probably the most con-  book makes an enlightening and challenging  troversial verses in the Pastoral Letters, 1.  reading, and I recommend it warmly. Espe-  Tim. 2.11—-15. Recognising that the conclusion  cially ministers and theological students as  people draw from this text depends largely on  those whom God has called to be leaders of his  the hermeneutical principles they bring to it,  church will profit from Stott’s insights into the  Stott spends several pages discussing two her-  Pastoral Letters, but laypersons also will  meneutical principles, the principle of har-  grasp more deeply the nature and tasks of the  mony and the principle of history, and  church and the importance of the truth for its  explains how these different principles lead to  surviving.  different understandings of the text. His own  hermeneutical principle is that of cultural  Gabriele Renz  transposition which he applies not only to  London  women’s submission (vv. 11-15), but also to  the previous topics, namely men’s prayers (v.  8) and women’s adornment (vv. 9-10). The  conclusions he draws are well argued for, bal-  EuroJTh (1998) 7:1, 6668  0960-2720  anced and convincing. Although the author  Sharing Good News With the Poor:  does not provide all the answers to our ques-  A Reader for Concerned Christians  tions about gender roles (he does not claim to  Bruce J. Nichols and  do so, and outlines areas where more theologi-  cal reflection is needed), Stott’s application of  Beulah R. Wood (eds.)  the principle of cultural transposition to 1.  Published on behalf of the World  Evangelical Fellowship by Paternoster  66 * EuroJTh 7: 1meat-genealogies (1 1.4) he poınts OuTt, eatıng 1sS tLO be gullty of Ser10us error’ (p 113),possıbleS LO extra-bıblical hlıterature, such wıthout addressing the question whether tO-The o0k of uD1ılees Philo’s Antıqa- day’s industrial meat production, which 1INnevi-uıties, refers ınterpretations of early ea| LO exploıtation of peopleUrc fathers, such Tertulhan’s Prescr1p- anımals, 1S mı1suse of (G0d’s creatıon DOECStiıons agaınst Heretics. However, he 15 careful agaınst (G0d’s wıll for creatıon.enough not LO Jump LO quıick CasS y conclu- On the whole, thıs volume 1S ell orth ıtsS10NS, hıs cautıous wor: sıgnals - INaYy The author has continually madebe, then, (p 44) °‘All SaVYyconclusıon 1sS (p 45)
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Iso LO elucıdate the general flow of aul’s
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