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Helpfully, eion alsendeavour INOTeEe expansıvely elr proposa. for Christian
make theır visıon cConNcretiee Book Reviews »  Helpfully, Middleton and Walsh endeavour  more expansively their proposal for Christian  to make their vision concrete ... (p. 191): ‘Con-  praxis, and had they succumbed less thor-  cretely, this vision will engender an economics  oughly to the effects of their apparent aliena-  of care rather than exploitation, of enough  tion from the evangelical community.  rather than insatiable greed, an ethos of lis-  I enjoyed reading this text. There can be no  tening to the voices of creation rather than  doubt that Middleton and Walsh are imagina-  mere exploitation and control, an environ-  tive, well-read, nice people. For serious en-  mental ethic of loving and wise development  gagement with the historical, theological, and  rather than an aggressive lifestyle of global  ethical issues of our time, though, I would  toxification, waste, extinction and degrada-  rather recommend the reader cuts straight  tion.’  through to the notes and tracks down the  It is difficult to be against things such as  original sources referenced there.  these — jJustice, compassion, care, service —  even if, ironically, they are norms and princi-  Gideon Strauss  ples rather than narrative enactments. It  Bloemfontein  would certainly be unfair to require any sort  of generalising normative elaboration from  Middleton and Walsh as to how one might  EuroJTh (1998) 7:1, 74-75  0960-2720  enact the biblical metanarrative in an impro-  visatory manner in this time of crisis. But the  Women in the Church’s Ministry: A  claim that the paragraph quoted makes their  ethical vision concrete is surely extravagant.  Test-Case for Biblical Hermeneutics  One would have imagined that a greater num-  R.T.France  ber of more detailed examples — maybe in the  Carlisle: Paternoster Press, 1995, 96 pp.  form of exemplary narratives of contemporary  £6.99 pb ISBN: 0-85364-675-9  Christian improvisations — might well have  been instructive.  RESUME  There is much that can be helpful in a  La these principale de l’auteur est que l’'exhor-  narrative approach to ethics. Why such an  tation ä la soumission des femmes aux  approach should be privileged exclusively, as  hommes s’applique ä la vie conjugale et non  Middleton and Walsh appear to recommend,  aux structures sociales. L’ouvrage peut rendre  in particular over and against the approach of  service aux lecteurs Evangeliques comme une  theoretical analysis, is unclear. Stories are  introduction aux discussions qui leur sont pro-  one way of knowing reality. Ideas another.  Both abstract. Both generalise. Both provide  pres, mais le debat plus vaste qui agite notre  monde contemporain n’est pas aborde.  gateways to and from worldviews. Neither can  be either contextless or timeless. Certainly we  ZUSAMMENFASSUNG  re-interpret norms for praxis in our time and  place, but if such normative improvisation is  Frances zentrale These besteht darin, daß die  not anchored to the creational principles most  an Frauen gerichteten Ermahnungen, sich  dem Mann unterzuordnen, auf die eheliche  certainly scripted in the Bible (including the  Beziehung gemünzt sind und nicht auf gesell-  very justice, compassion, care and service in-  schaftliche Strukturen angewendet werden  voked by Middleton and Walsh) and not  aligned with the practical testimony of the  können. Das Buch ist als interne, an evangeli-  people of God throughout history, then we are  kale Leser adressierte, Einleitung durchaus  indeed abandoned to the fatal play of a radi-  nützlich, doch die Kernpunkte der breiteren  momentanen Debatte werden nicht angespro-  cally relative autonomy.  chen.  Despite the delightful prose and enticing  exegesis peppered throughout,  Truth  Zs  Stranger Than it Used to Be suffers from an  Dr R T France, formerly Principal of Wycliffe  unfortunate meta-weave of confusion with re-  Hall, Oxford, presents here the published  gard to contemporary history, evasion with  form of his Didsbury Lectures for 1995. He  opens his discussion with a reminder of the  regard to the nature of biblical authority, and  timely nature of the topic, when the Church of  erosion of the ethical core of Christian praxis.  This book would have gained considerably —  England General Synod approved the ordina-  at least in clariıty — had the authors taken  tion of women in 1992, but two traditions  greater care in their delineation of modernity  continue within several Churches, partly on  the ground of concerns about New Testament  and postmodernity, had they exemplified  language concerning ‘headship’ and ‘order’,  74 e EuroJTh 7:1(p 191) ‘Con- praxIıs, and had they succumbed less thor-
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