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Abschnitt Zeitschriıften/Zeıtungen durch eiıne cally CoOrrect ocıety Aare lıkely evoke
TSsSetzt werden.—Der and WIrd lıvely debate bioethical questions, pOol11Cy-

erschlossen durch eın Personenregıster, makıng has largely een the domaın of
das für jede—historische—Person die ‘experts’, based on Judgements test9

whereas lobbyıng an! pıcketing ave een theLebensdaten angıbt Kın sregıster fehlt
maın opınıon outlets avaılable ‘lay’ people.

Dr Klaus VO rde Televısıon debates thrıve lashes between
Recklinghausen, Deutschland reserved, educated liberals and emoti1ve,

uneducated conservatıves, thus urther
implyıng that the volce of the lay person 18
best not en ınto consıderatıon whenEuroJTh 1998) 7:2, 162-163 02
polıcıes are deciıded.

Biıoethiecs: Primer for Chrıistians Bioethical dec1ıs]0ons ave relıg10us, phılo-
sophiıcal, medical, polıtical, egal, soclal,Meilaender psychological and STOTI1ICA. ramıfications. NoCarlısle: Paternoster Press, 1997,

120 pb, ISBN 0-85364-793-3 wonder people ave strong oOp1n10ns (or 1910185

oOpIn10Ns about ese topıcs—theır whole
sphere of exıstence 185 challenged ONE WaYyRESUME another WHorS rCasoN, the volce lay

Ce petıt lıvre DOUT but de presenter DeTrsSsoN must be heard the debate—unless
chret:ens Ia complexıte des decısıons wısh LO abdicate humanness to the
bioethıques quLl ıncombent - notre socıete decısıons of amoral e  elıte  7 But the Ve.
Jourd’hut, qul Iu: ıncomberont Aans interdiscıplinary nNnAaAtLure of the Op1C has made
futur proche. Iıt facılement, MAaLS ıl [uL ıt possıble for multıdisciplinary eXperts
MANGQUE les qualıtes GUE [  on attend d’un lıvre ‘sh; the ground’ tO objector field ofMAaX1-
destine - servır d’'ıntroduction. mal 1znorance, hereby provın! that the objec-

tıons AT not based ınformed 1e4S0ON

USAMMENFASSUNG therefore dismıssable 'T’hıs makes ıt, all the
Dieses hurze uch ıll CArıstiliche Leser ın dıe INOTE ımportant tLO g]ve people tongue tOo
omplexen Fragen bıioethıischer Entscheidun- speak anı debate and decıde theır viewpomnts;

they need LO be taught the NECW language’,gen einführen, mıt denen Uunsere Gesellschft
sıch konfrontıert sıehlt. Eis Läßt sıch leicht lesen, al eas be taught the basıc STammMar, theır
entspricht ber eher wenıger dem ea eines volce 18 tOo be heard al all WoOor z er
einführenden Buches reasoNS, introductory books bıoethıical

topıcs AaTe certamly much needed today
The fıeld of ‘hioethics’ bıomedical ethıcs 18 author wıshıng TO wrıte bıoethics

faces number of dilemmas. Wor ONeE, there 1Sactually old humanıty's confrontation
wıth illness and treatment. In dealing wıth the question of the rea audience’s eve of
human illness, the questions °‘how? why? nowledge the ODP1C under discussıon.
inevıtably get as F roughly define Assume they know, vou m1g be hooting
ethiıcs ‘how shoul: act’, sSEE ethıcs LOO hıgh; they don’t know you

might appecar condescending hen there 18verlap between hat 18 possıble hat
18 permıiıssıble. oth ese pheres inform the the problem of ep How much detaıl oes
sphere of hat 18 actually being practısed. ıntroduction requiıre? 'Too much, VOUTr
Recent advances medical ecC.  ology book becomes oorstop; LOO h3ttle yYou ATe

changes public opınıon egardıng health sehttle INOTeEe than embellished index.
autonomy have, however, pushed back Both ese questions ATe normally best

the borders of hat 1S possıble and perm1ssı]1- answered by gulded bıblıography. The Ser1-
ble untiıl the Held of bioethics has COINE to OUS reader 1 g]ıven direction tO follow OLlLCE

resembile ast unknown CcEa For the the introductory book 1sS finıshed an the
most part, the waters AT charted and there CUTrSOTYV reader eed nOot be burdened by (often
1S httle hope of findıng fixed land. OoOme clam- technical) detaıl

When VOu address the fiıeld of bhıoethicstOo back LO amılhar terrıtory, others ATe

invıgorate Dy the challenges ofNe 1SCOVer- from Christian perspective, Vou are addıng
1es. Still others attempt LO chart hat 1S es- another gefi of complıications, ınterdenomına-
S1 to measurement Lry to predict where tional sens1ıbilıities being the moOost obvıous
the sh1ıp 1sS moOost lıkely go1ıng tOo en! Even 0)e[  D You aTre knowıngly addıng another ınter-
though few 1sSsues pluralıstic polıtı- pretatıve filter tOo the eme, namely hat
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VoOu cons1ıder tO be authoritative for oOse who succinctly anı flowıingly 185 art. Yet,ca themselves °“Christian)’. Wor MOST EVAanN- sma. step for man/’, matter how bold, ıt,
gelıcal Chrıistians, ıt. safely be assumed lacks the substance which could ave made ıt
that the 18 regarded authoritative, iınto g1ant leap for mankınd’
wıth the interpretation of the Bıble being
poss1ıble one of contentiıon. all, the Frank Müller
author of ‘prımer’ bıoethics for Chris- George Kast, South Afrıca
tıans 9D0€S boldly where angels fear TEa
Havıng saıd al thıs, let z  D closer look
al Meilaender’s bold attempt tO say hat EuroJTh 1998) f 163—-165 O22
Christians ought LO Sa y (D x1) He starts
offwıth references TO theology of ‘iımıts and The Las  Cra Thıingsthe ‘dualıty of Teedom an finıtude). Herman Bavınck, Edited by Johnpartıiıcularly profound statement, which all of

do ell to reflect 18 that wlhat makes Bolt; TIranslated by John Vriıend
true indivıiduals 1sS that God ca Carlisle: Paternoster Press; rand

Rapıds: Baker Books, 1996, 204 pb,bDy ame. Our indıvıduality 18 established ISBN 0-85364-761-5only communiıty wıth God’ (p A emphasıs
the orıgınal) After thıs brief ıntroduction,

he addresses the maın 1ssues urroundıng the RESUME
beginnıng of lıfe, the termınatıon of lıfe, La Socıete Traduct:on KReformee Hollan

daıse DOUFr but de rendre accessıble mondegenetic engıneer1ıng, donation an
uman experımentation. The OVerv1lew 18 anglophone des Lextes de DLEtE et de theologie
neıther comprehensiıve (transgen1c OTrgan do- reformee classıque. 5a premere productıon,
natıon an! clonıng are nOot mentioned) 191018 ıntıtulee Les Fıns Dernieres, est tıree de la
systematıc. Meilaender appears tO hbe INOTeEe Dogmatique Reformee de Bavınck. LT/’ıntro-
interested ramble AaCTO0OSS the ea wıth- duction de l’editeur OUS onne AaPDercu
out sticking tOo path, rather than deserib- ınteressant des eNnsiONs theologiques de I,  S
ıng the exten:' promınent andmarks of QUE, entire le pıetısme confessionnel et Ia
the field under SUTVEY. This makes for eas]ler dernıte adopt.  ee DarRıtschl. KEilles ont ınfluence
readiıng, perhaps, but leaves the ertaste of l’approche de Bavınck, ıen qQUe l’orthodoxie
candy osSs The SeEeNr10uUs reader 1S left wıth confessionnelle CONSEerve le dernier mMOt dans
httle substance, SInce the lack of ystematiıc theologıe.
approac damages the book’s value Bıen QUE redıgee ı7 sıecle, [’oe2uvure de
springboard for further study Bavınck est neanmoOLNS hbıen ınformee et equilı-

'Thiıs dıfficulty 1S further compounded by bree L’auteur rend. bıen compte des 0OPINLONS
theologiques opPpOsees 1U  &2 sıennes, Loutthe lack of bıblıography. 'Thiıs lack 1sS only

partıally ectihed by the footnotes Hor book presentant S5es5 PTFODTeES Convıctions. fonde
essed tO Chrıistians, ere 18 surprıisiıngly abondamment Su l’Eerıiture, bıen QUEe les
hittle reference tO Scripture, wıth opın- pPresupposes phılosophıiques qul sous-tendent
1071  ? anı 31 being the basıs of vırtually SO approche soıent parfoıs 6evıdents. Bavınck
all the conclusıons eached 'The reader 1S en posıtıon amıllenarıste, affırme [a
esSseNce gıven Meilaender'’s gut-feeling the condıt:on conscıente des dans IR  etat
OpP1C under dıscusslon, instead of set of 0O0I1S ıntermediıiaıire et defend viıgoureusement la p I
to work wiıt.  S” 'The chapter human exper1- sıtıon orthodoxe du chätıment eternel CONS-
mentatıon 15 partıcularly badly en cıent contre les dıverses autres posıtıons,
somebody who has een dırectly ınvolved COMMe celles quı affırment l’annıiıhıation des
medical research umans for INOTE than perdus et ımmortalıte condıtıionnelle.
decade (on both sıdes of the needle), found L’ouvrage OUS fourniıt presentatıon
Meilaender’s Op1IN10NS anı speculatıons LO be claıre de l’eschatologie orthodoxe reformee hol-
poorly researched oversimplifications. KEven landaise debut du sıeccle

ınto consıderation that E book 18
ZUSAMMENFASSUNGsmall ıntroductory work’, the ten

devoted tO . topıc could ave een better Als ersten Versuch dıe englıschsprachigeresearched anı organısed. Welt mıt der lassıschen refomıerten theolo-
'To anyone who Manages LO introduce gıschen und relıgiösen Lıteratur bekanntzıu-bıoethics tO the lay PerSson 120 ages, machen, hat dıe holländısche reformierteMeilaender has done, SaY, ‘Hats off! 'To wrıte Ubersetzungsgesellschaft das Kapıtel Dıie
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