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VoOu cons1ıder tO be authoritative for oOse who succinctly anı flowıingly 185 art. Yet,ca themselves °“Christian)’. Wor MOST EVAanN- sma. step for man/’, matter how bold, ıt,
gelıcal Chrıistians, ıt. safely be assumed lacks the substance which could ave made ıt
that the 18 regarded authoritative, iınto g1ant leap for mankınd’
wıth the interpretation of the Bıble being
poss1ıble one of contentiıon. all, the Frank Müller
author of ‘prımer’ bıoethics for Chris- George Kast, South Afrıca
tıans 9D0€S boldly where angels fear TEa
Havıng saıd al thıs, let z  D closer look
al Meilaender’s bold attempt tO say hat EuroJTh 1998) f 163—-165 O22
Christians ought LO Sa y (D x1) He starts
offwıth references TO theology of ‘iımıts and The Las  Cra Thıingsthe ‘dualıty of Teedom an finıtude). Herman Bavınck, Edited by Johnpartıiıcularly profound statement, which all of

do ell to reflect 18 that wlhat makes Bolt; TIranslated by John Vriıend
true indivıiduals 1sS that God ca Carlisle: Paternoster Press; rand

Rapıds: Baker Books, 1996, 204 pb,bDy ame. Our indıvıduality 18 established ISBN 0-85364-761-5only communiıty wıth God’ (p A emphasıs
the orıgınal) After thıs brief ıntroduction,

he addresses the maın 1ssues urroundıng the RESUME
beginnıng of lıfe, the termınatıon of lıfe, La Socıete Traduct:on KReformee Hollan

daıse DOUFr but de rendre accessıble mondegenetic engıneer1ıng, donation an
uman experımentation. The OVerv1lew 18 anglophone des Lextes de DLEtE et de theologie
neıther comprehensiıve (transgen1c OTrgan do- reformee classıque. 5a premere productıon,
natıon an! clonıng are nOot mentioned) 191018 ıntıtulee Les Fıns Dernieres, est tıree de la
systematıc. Meilaender appears tO hbe INOTeEe Dogmatique Reformee de Bavınck. LT/’ıntro-
interested ramble AaCTO0OSS the ea wıth- duction de l’editeur OUS onne AaPDercu
out sticking tOo path, rather than deserib- ınteressant des eNnsiONs theologiques de I,  S
ıng the exten:' promınent andmarks of QUE, entire le pıetısme confessionnel et Ia
the field under SUTVEY. This makes for eas]ler dernıte adopt.  ee DarRıtschl. KEilles ont ınfluence
readiıng, perhaps, but leaves the ertaste of l’approche de Bavınck, ıen qQUe l’orthodoxie
candy osSs The SeEeNr10uUs reader 1S left wıth confessionnelle CONSEerve le dernier mMOt dans
httle substance, SInce the lack of ystematiıc theologıe.
approac damages the book’s value Bıen QUE redıgee ı7 sıecle, [’oe2uvure de
springboard for further study Bavınck est neanmoOLNS hbıen ınformee et equilı-

'Thiıs dıfficulty 1S further compounded by bree L’auteur rend. bıen compte des 0OPINLONS
theologiques opPpOsees 1U  &2 sıennes, Loutthe lack of bıblıography. 'Thiıs lack 1sS only

partıally ectihed by the footnotes Hor book presentant S5es5 PTFODTeES Convıctions. fonde
essed tO Chrıistians, ere 18 surprıisiıngly abondamment Su l’Eerıiture, bıen QUEe les
hittle reference tO Scripture, wıth opın- pPresupposes phılosophıiques qul sous-tendent
1071  ? anı 31 being the basıs of vırtually SO approche soıent parfoıs 6evıdents. Bavınck
all the conclusıons eached 'The reader 1S en posıtıon amıllenarıste, affırme [a
esSseNce gıven Meilaender'’s gut-feeling the condıt:on conscıente des dans IR  etat
OpP1C under dıscusslon, instead of set of 0O0I1S ıntermediıiaıire et defend viıgoureusement la p I
to work wiıt.  S” 'The chapter human exper1- sıtıon orthodoxe du chätıment eternel CONS-
mentatıon 15 partıcularly badly en cıent contre les dıverses autres posıtıons,
somebody who has een dırectly ınvolved COMMe celles quı affırment l’annıiıhıation des
medical research umans for INOTE than perdus et ımmortalıte condıtıionnelle.
decade (on both sıdes of the needle), found L’ouvrage OUS fourniıt presentatıon
Meilaender’s Op1IN10NS anı speculatıons LO be claıre de l’eschatologie orthodoxe reformee hol-
poorly researched oversimplifications. KEven landaise debut du sıeccle

ınto consıderation that E book 18
ZUSAMMENFASSUNGsmall ıntroductory work’, the ten

devoted tO . topıc could ave een better Als ersten Versuch dıe englıschsprachigeresearched anı organısed. Welt mıt der lassıschen refomıerten theolo-
'To anyone who Manages LO introduce gıschen und relıgiösen Lıteratur bekanntzıu-bıoethics tO the lay PerSson 120 ages, machen, hat dıe holländısche reformierteMeilaender has done, SaY, ‘Hats off! 'To wrıte Ubersetzungsgesellschaft das Kapıtel Dıie
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secess1i0n1ıst churches, an the insıghts ofLetzten ınge (1145 Herman Bavıcks eJor:
bracht. Diemıerter Dogmatık heraus modernity expressed, for example ın

ın  rung des Herausgebers verm.ıttelt eiınen brecht Rıtschl. ese are polarısed pOosI1-
wichtıgen 1NODLILC: ın dıe theologıschen Span- tıons, an 1ın hıs Bavınck

zwıschen dem konfessionellem Pıetis- surrenders hıs confessionalısm,
INUÜ. N etwa der DO Rıtschl vertretfenen embraces the radıicalısm then 'moderns’,
Moderne Szıe für Bavıncks Arbeıt but he recogn1zes that INeN lıke Rıtschl ave
präge uch WwWenn hbeı ıhm dıe konfessionelle the vırtue of callıng the Chrıstian ‘°to EXeTr-
rthodoxıe das letzte Wort behält. Obwohl C1se hıs earthly vocatıon and fulfill hıs moral
hundert re alt ıst Bavıncks Arbeıt PUTrDOSC the world’ (p 38 In the reviewer'’s
kenntnısreich und ausgewogen, Jeweıls mıt opınıon, the ‘Dutch’ Reformed viewpoınt, wıth
eıner angemesSssenen Zusammenfassung ıts rejection of ‘other-worldly’ dualısm, wıll
entgegensetzter theologıscher Ansıchten und always tak  D ser10usly the *thıs-worldlhiness’ of
eıner Präsentatıon der eıgenen Uberzeugun- the nıneteenth eNtury Lberals. olt Iso
en Der Rückbezug auf Schrıftworte ıst correctly poınts Out the theological relation-
ımmens, trotzdem Lretien seınephılosophıschen shıp between uyper Aavınc.
Denkvoraussetzungen gelegentlıc deutlıch Turning to the work iıtself, Bavınck’s Treat-
hervor. Besonders betont ıst beı Bavınck der ment of eschatology 1s divided ınto three
Amıiıllen:ianısmus, dıe UÜberzeugung DO sections— The Intermediıate State’, "The
Bewußtsein der Verstobenen LM Zwıschenzu- Return of “The Consummation.,
stand, und, mıt Nachdruck vertreten, dıe and each ofese 1s sub-divided such WaY
thodoxe Lehre eıner ewıgen, bewußt erlebten that all the subsidiary 1SSueSs usual “”The
Strafe Alterantıve Ansıchten werden 15 ast Thıngs’ ATre dealt wıth

und abgewiesen, einschlıeßlich derAnnah T'here 15 question that avınc. Wäas
eıner Annıhıtlation oder eıner edıngten OTOug! scholar, well acquaınted wıth all the

Unsterblichkeit. Zusammenfassend: das uch elevant maternaual pu  s  e hıs day, and he
liefert eın klares ıld holländısch-reformierter through the wrıtiıngs of the Fathers,
rthodoxıe Begınn des zwanzıgsten Scholastics, Protestant Reformers, Enlighten-
Jahrhunderts. ment ers, hıs OWT contemporarıes

wıth conhNidence. strange exception 1S hıs
For mMan y of u  ’ acquaıntance wıith the works mısunderstandiıng of Darby’s VIEWS of the
of the great utcC theolog1an Herman Bav- mıllennıum, where he apparently confuses
inck (1854-1921) 1S restricte: LO the few works the so-called atıon. of wıth

the mıllennıum!prevılously translated ınto Englısh The Doc-
trıne of God, Our Reasonable al AaATe Another marked eature of the work 15 the
the ONnes that COINEC to mınd), and, at SeCONd- faır and balanced treatment of alternative
hand, Berkhof’s Systematıc eology. So, eschatologıical VIEeWS. though ‘soul sleep’,
for u T’he ast ıngs, (newly translated as purgatory’, an! re-millenmialısm, for EeXa

result of the enterprise of the UÜtC ple, Are rejected, the posıtions theır DO-
Reformed Translation Society, whose diırec- Nents hold ATEe nOot carıcatured, an for the
LOrS AaTe drawn from wıde spectrum of moOost part, the rebuttals aTe presen ıth-
Amerıcan hurches of Dutch or1g1n,) out the opprobrıium that dısfıgures much
OOT into theological treasure-house. T’he wrıtıng eschatology Yor the record,

AaVınc. Was amıllenmalıst, not of theast ıngs 18 the section Eschatology
Bavınck’s eiIiorme Dogmatıcs, orıgınally ‘optimıstic’ sub-genus, either!
publıshed al the en! of the nıneteen: CelN- entionıng alternative VIeWwS ea!| ONe
LUrY, anı approac the en! second to ONeEe revıvyved debates ofOUT OWI) time—
Christian mıllennıum wıth ıts accompanyıng the arguments Oou: eternal punıshment.
eschatological excıtement the church Holding tLO r1gorous orthodoxy the QUCS-

the cults, Bavınck’s work has much tO tıon, Bavınck Lraces the T1Se of objections tO
Sa V that 18 both instructive and salutary. the doctrine and Sets Out the grounds hıich

However, before commentıing Bavınck’s the doctrine 18 ca question, which, he
work, ıt 1sS draw NnL10N tO the SaVS, c  always remaın the same. ’ (144 Little
Edıtor’s Introduction 1C. Jo  S olt g1]ves has appene the past hundred LO
u ınter alıa, fascınatıng pıcture theo- change S assessment!) He then proceeds to
logıcal tensıons that ınform Bavınck’'s total re ese objections, an hıs refutatiıon
approach LO ogmatıcs. ese AT the COMNSCT- miıght lead 0)81 tOo comment that ‘the grounds
vatıve, confessjional pıetism of the utc. of the refutations ways remaın the Same,
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well!” However, the value of Bavınck’s reat- EuroJTh 998) 7:2, ] 02
ment 1s that ıt clearly delineates the 1SSsueS,
an! recogn1ses the tremendous place that Jesus and the Gospels: An
uman feelıngs play the revolt agaınst the Introducti:on and Surveytradıtional dogma As he puts ıt, :Ur uman
sentıment had the S  al Sa y about the doctrine Craig Blomber

Leıicester: [Apollos]|], 1997, 44()of eternal punıshment, ıt would ertamly be ISBN 0-85111-770-8hard tO maıntaın and EVEN today few
defenders. (147 He Iso acknowledges that
presentatıons of the doctrıne AaATrTe often RESUME
depicted LOO much reahstic detaıl.’ On peut esperer qQUe€ l’ouvrage de omberg,
Nevertheless, ıt 155 grounded Secripture ‚Jesus et. les Evangıles, devenır le manuel

0)81 spe of ıt. INOTeEe often and al ındıspensable DOUr LOUS OCellX quı etudıent les
eater length than Lord Jesus T1S Evangıles. Il traılte les themes abordes Dec

It 185 the greatest love that eatens the most rapıdıte, MAaLS VvVec Un profondeur quı INLATL-
SECVEeTEC punıshments qQUE habıtuellement (L  2 approches embrassant

(1ven that Bavınck’s work 18 century old, beaucoup de suJets. Avec ses suggestions bıblı-
ONe might eXpect LO be faced wıth the dıfficulty ographıques et les questions proposees lec-
of assessing presentatıon, that, for a ll ıts feur R Ia fın de chaque chapıtre, O01US ä
intrınsıc excellence, inevıtably auffers from outıl de ravaıl DOUFr lequel OUS devrıons
comparıson wıth the advances theologıcal etre profondement reconnaıssanlts.
and eschatological thought MCASUTC, S
1S undoubtedly true, but ON sSees SsOINEC of USAMMENFASSUNGhıs ıdeas the germ ofater developments For Es ıst dem uch wünschen, daß als
instance, whıiıle Bavınck to the dichoto- Ahrbuch zZu Verständnıs der Evangelıen
INOUS V1IECW of human nature, ere ATe hınts
of sh; LO the INOTeEe recent V1ECW of psychoso- weıte Verbreitunge Die Abschnuıtte wWwer-

den zÜüg1ıg abgehandelt, Jjedoch miıt eıner zefe,matıc unıty In hıs hapter, ‘After ea dıe normalerweıse ın eiınem Überblicksbuch
What? for example, he wrıtes: though aum erwarte werden annn Mıt den Lıtera-
human PerSoONS AT not merely physiıcal turhinweısen und den ragen den Leser
e1ngs, a ]] theır actıyıtıes ATe bound LO the
body dependent ıt the body 15 nOot nde eıines Jjeden apıtels steht damıt eın

the prıson-house of the soul but belongs ınte- Arbeıtsbuch zZzU Verfügung, für das WLr
zutiefst dankbar seın können.graliy LO the ESSEIICE of Ou humanıty 47)

T’he Last Thıngs 1S not the last word “T'hıs book 18 designed LO be one-stop shop-eschatological heology, but for OSe who ATe

lookıng for emiıinently scriptural, ell- pıng” textbook for COUTSES the Gospels’,
OoTMe: cogently argued presentatıon of declares raıg omberg the first page of

thıs comprehensıve introduction tO study ofthe Reformed al Bavınck’s work 1sS ell the Gospels. In B: reviewer'’s oOpını0n, theorth readıng, assımılatıing. True, ıt 18 book certainly hves tO ıts intention.the Reformed faıth interpreted by devout The book 15 sphıit ınto five parts (1) Historicaltheolog1an of the VerYvy influentijal ‘Dutch’
school of the early twentieth CenturYy, but that Background for studyıng the Gospels, 11)
0es not make ıt iırrelevant out-dated Cnitical Methods for Studyıng the Gospels,

(11) Introduection tOo the Gospels, 1V) SurveyOSe ofthe Calvıinıstic tradıtion whose back- of the h3fe of rıst, an (v) Hıstoricalground rea Aarec INOTE ‘Princetonian’ Theological yntheseswiıll much ere tO challenge theır th: Each chapter contaıns brief OVerVvV1lew of
the OpI1C, thus the hapter dealıng wıth theAl strength LO the ar of the Dutch ‘Historical OCriticısm of the Gospels’ g1veseformed Translatıon Society—from thıs first braef historical SUMIMAaLr y which mentıjons thesample, they ave embarked worthy Fathers, Reımarus, Strauss, Schweıitzer,enterprise! Warmer, redactıon er1ıticı1ısm, the ques for
the STOT1CaA. ‚Jesus. ach OpI1C, however 18
not Just skipped OVeTr but dealt wıth SOTINEJo  S Newby detaıil, for example, hıle only Just Over LWwOaY, OU' Afrıca and half AaTe devoted LO discussion of
Marcan praiority, omberg 15 able to gıve
succınct pomınts outlınıng both the posıtıve and
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