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negative arguments surrounding current
debate. Such a pattern is repeated throughout
the book.

Another helpful feature of the book is that
Blomberg, at the end of each chapter, gives
suggestions for further reading, which he
breaks down into introductory, intermediate,
and advanced levels, together with questions
for review. One of the questions after the
chapter on the Historical Jesus, asks the
reader to explain the ‘criteria of authenticity’.
Such features will make the book an invalu-
able resource for both student and teacher
alike. The numerous diagrams too can easily
be translated into professional over head ma-
terial—a boon to any busy Neutestamentler.

The present reviewer is at a loss to say
whether Blomberg advances anything new in
the book, which may not be its purpose. But
what I can say is that itis a book that demands
to be on any reading list for courses on Jesus
and the Gospels. Indeed for those beginning to
teach, it may even be the book to base a course
around. For this, Professor Blomberg deserves
our grateful thanks.

Kevin Ellis
Cheltenham, England
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RESUME

Max Turner est actuellement vice doyen pour
les affaires académiques au London Bible
College. Ce livre veut s’adresser a la fois aux
milieux academiques et a ’Eglise, et il y réussit
bien. L’étude couvre un large champ (peut-étre
trop large): Turner traite de la pneumatologie
des évangélistes et de Paul, avant d’entrepren-
dre la construction d’une pneumatologie
biblique. Il aborde ensuite le sujet des dons
spirituels dans le Nouveau Testament et dans
UEglise aujourd’hui. Il le fait en posant des
questions, plutdét qu'en battant du tambour.
Tel est l'esprit de 'homme aussi bien que de
louvrage. Aussi ce dernier devrait-il étre bien
accueilli par les théologiens charismatiques et
les théologiens réformés, ainsi que par les
responsables d’églises.
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

In diesem Buch versucht der derzeitige Vize-
Direktor fiir Akademische Fragen am London-
Bible-College gleichzeitig die akadmische
Forschung und die Gemeinde anzusprechen,
mit beachtlichem Erfolg. Viele Einzelfragen
(vielleicht etwas zu viele) werden bei der Erar-
beitung der Pneumatologien der Evangelisten
und von Paulus aufgegriffen, bevor er darauf
aufbauend seine biblische Pneumatologie ent-
faltet. Ein anschlieflendes Kapitel widmet sich
dem Thema: ‘Geistliche Gaben im Neuen Tes-
tament und heutige Kirche’. Daf3 er dabei mehr
Fragen stellt als fertige Thesen zu prokla-
mieren, verdeutlicht die Haltung des Auftors
und des Buches. So kann es von allen mit
Gewinn aufgenommen werden, von Charisma-
tikern wie refomierten Theologen oder auch
christlichen Leitern und Kirchenfiihrern.

Dr. Max Turner, currently Vice Principal of
Academic Affairs at the London Bible College,
is fast becoming the leading authority on New
Testament pneumatology in the UK, if not in
Europe as a whole. Thus, it is no surprise that
his Holy Spirit: Then and Now breathes fresh
life in to current debates. Turner is one of the
rare breed of scholars who can communicate
to the academy and the church alike, thus it
is no surprise that the book seeks to build
bridges between biblical scholarship and the
contemporary Christian community

Ostensibly a book written with second year
undergraduates in mind, those familiar with
Turner will know that his discussions are
pitched somewhat higher than the average
undergraduate student. This book is clearly
no exception. The book, unlike many of its
forerunners (e.g. Menzies) which have dealt
with the same subject, manages to balance
discussion of the academy with penetrating
analysis of current charismatic practitioners.
It does the latter without compromising
Turner’s erudite scholarship. Thus Wimber
and Deere are discussed comfortably along-
side Dunn and Menzies, although the present
reviewer would argue that a greater focus on
the pneumatologies of the so-called ‘New
Churches’ would have been beneficial for
assessing the current mood of Britains charis-
matic movements. The Vineyard Movement,
of which Wimber and Deere are a part, cannot
be classified as New Church.

Part I of the book, ‘The Development of
New Testament Pneumatology’, begins with a
survey of the Spirit in the Old Testament and
Intertestamental Judaism. This is a refresh-
ing place to begin, for as Turner asserts, New



¢ Book Reviews o

Testament beliefs about the Spirit did not fall
ready-made from heaven amidst the tongues
and fire of Pentecost’ (p. 1). It is regrettable
that only the first 18 pages concentrate on this
topie, although it is surely praiseworthy that
the theologies of Early Judaism inform the
entirety of Turner’s work. The next seven
chapters focus on the role of the Spirit in the
New Testament (the Synoptics, Acts, John
and Paul). Taken collectively, they are a
breathtaking tour de force, yet when analysed
on their own remain at the cutting edge of
scholarship. Thus an examination of the foot-
notes in the chapter on John reveal an inter-
action with all the major Johannine worthies.
This is no exception for it could be said of each
chapter. There then follow three chapters
which develop biblical and systematic theolo-
gies of the Spirit.

Part IT which may prove the most contro-
versial examines the role of the Spiritual gifts
in the New Testament and for today. Turner
disarms the cessationist position, yet one can
see him smile as he does so; yet he does not
buy the theologies of charismania (totally!). It
will thus be an uncomfortable book for the
reformed and charismatic scholar alike. For
that reason, buy it! Very few books are written
with such depth and yet will challenge and
cause a scholar to reevaluate his or her think-
ing. It can rightly be described as ‘prophetic’—
at least in the Old Testament sense of the
word. Buy it, read it, and then teach it to your
students. As you can see, I liked it!

Kevin Ellis
Cheltenham, England
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SUMMARY

This dissertation by two former Sisters of
Mary from Finland is a study of the doctrine

of the Protestant community known by this
name (Sisters of Mary). It begins with a short
introduction to the history of the order and a
biography of its founder and Director, Klara
(Mother Basilea) Schlink, and continues with
a discussion of its doctrine on repentance, love
of Jesus, following the cross and the nearness
of the end of the world. In the evaluation, the
‘enthusiastic’ and legalistic elements of Klara
Schlink’s doctrine are criticized. The book
ought to be translated into English because of
the international expansion of the Sisters of
Mary.

RESUME

Le mémoire de maitrise de deux anciennes
Sceurs de Marie, originaires de Finlande,
présente l'enseignement de la «Communauté
Protestante des Sceurs de Marie». Une courte
introduction sur Uhistoire de lordre et une
biographie de la fondatrice, Klara («Mére
Basilea») Schlink, sont suivies de la présenta-
tion de sa doctrine concernant la pénitence,
Uamour de Jésus, 'imitation de la croix et la
proximité de la fin du monde. Dans l'évalu-
ation, les éléments enthousiastes et légalistes
de l'enseignement de Klara Schlink sont cri-
tiqués. Au vu de l'expansion internationale du
mouvement des «Sceurs de Marie», l'ouvrage
mériterait d’étre traduit en anglais.

Die vorliegende Magisterarbeit wurde mit der
Sondererlaubnis der theologischen Fakultit
der Universitat in Helsinki von zwei finni-
schen Autorinnen verfaBt. Der Grund fiir diese
Ausnahme liegt darin, daB3 beide siebzehn
bzw. neunzehn Jahre ihres Lebens Mitglieder
der Evangelischen Marienschwesternschaft
waren und sich 1990 von diesem evangeli-
schen Orden getrennt haben. Fiir beide gilt
daher die Voraussetzung, daB sie die Lehre
der Griinderin und Leiterin der Marien-
schwesternschaft Klara [Mutter Basilea]
Schlink nicht nur aus ihren Biichern, sondern
auch aus ihrer internen Lehrunterweisung
und aus praktischer Erfahrung als Marien-
schwestern kennen. Entsprechend sind die
einzelnen Abschnitte auch jeweils dreifach
unterteilt. Besonders wertvoll ist dabei der
Einblick in die Quellen der Frommigkeit der
Marienschwestern, die in dieser Arbeit zum
ersten Mal der Offentlichkeit zugédnglich
gemacht werden. Mit dieser Untersuchung
wird somit die exakte Kenntnis der Schwest-
ernschaft mit Hauptsitz in Darmstadt und
Zweigstellen in aller Welt wesentlich
erweitert.
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