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BD} The Cross of Christ
P The Righteousness of God Romans 21—929
1 La TOLX de 7T1S eft la Justıice de Dıeu (Romaıns

3:21-—22)
Das Kreuz Chrısk und dıe Gerecht:gkeıt Gottes
(Römer 3:21-—22)

RESUME forensıque legal aul vıent de parler
de nNnOLre culpabılıte devant le Juge,

II arrıve qu'un medecın emette consıderant QUEC le monde entier des
dıiagnostıc ıncorrect et cela peutl AQUvOLFr comptes [u} rendre. Maıntenanlt, ı1l
FTavesSs consequences. Ce es  $ DasS le Cas parle d’un Dıeu qul acquıtte le coupable
de l’apötre aul Il TESSE DAaS DOUFr salut est trınıtaıre et theocentrıique.
OUS (LINeTNer Ia question de la fOol
Chrıst, MALS ı7 DOSE des fondements but de Ia lo1
solıdes et SÜUrs. Nous Ia quelque aul eecrıt: Sarns Ia loL ete manıfestee
chose apprendre de [uL la Justıce de Dıeu, atteste: dans la /o1 et

<< Maıs maıntenant 3} Apres les prophetes D, On peut d’abord definır
AQUOLF parle de nNnOLrTre corruptıon et de la loL LOUTt le systeme Judaique
notLre culpabılıte devant Dıiıeu, aul dıt d’observances ceremonıelles et ecultuelles
Vec soulagement Maıs maıntenant D tel qu/’ıl est ınstıtue dans ’Ancıen
OChrıst est venu! La CrolLX represente le Testament. 73 s’agıt de la [oL UU

grand OUrNnNan de Phıstoiure humaıne. ensemble de commandements
Remarquez I’indıcatıon temporelle exıgeanit la productıon d’vxeuvres.
vehriculee Dar Ces MOLS Maıs Calvın definı Froıs USasges la loı
maıntenant DA L’xwuvre Chrıst est Premierement, elle CONVALNC de peche,
faıt hıstorıque et LO  S Urn DUre theorıe. deuxıiemement, elle refrene le mal chez

l’incroyant, troısıemement, et c’est Ia SoONn

L’Evangile est theocentrique. Elprıncıpal, elle faıt connalitre
Nous SOINIMNMNes traın de devenır de croyant Ia pensee et la volonte de Dıeu.
pDplus plus centres Su  \ nous-memes, Il est ımportant de reaffırmer Cces choses
COMPDTrIS dans les Eiglıses evangelıques: ”’heure actuelle, DOUFr 6vıter deux
Ia grande relatıon Je-tu tend. etre ErTEUrFS, UunNne Dart l’antınomısme, et, de
remplacee Dar la relatıon Je-moL. Il nmen  @: l’autre, I’ıdee selon laquelle la premıere
est DAasS AaıNnSsSL VvVec aul Il 6ecrıt: Maıs allıance auraıt et| N allıance des
maıntenanlt, Ia Justıce de Dıeu ete (PUUTes qul auraıt echoue. Dans les deux
manıfestee D II place Dıeu cenftre. CaSsS, perd de UU le but prıiıncıpal de Ia
salut DVec Dıeu. lor

.Je GQUE l’expression Justiıce de La Io1 annoncaıt prophetiquement Ia
Dıeu J} refere Ia fOoLSs ’attrıbut de de la grace Jesus-Chrıst. Jean
Dıeu qu'est Ia Justıce et / la Justıce quı parle Iıtteralement d’une gräce la
OUS est ımputee. attrıbut de Dıieu place d’une gräce (1 16) En effet,
qw ' est sa Justıice comporte [a foLs Ln lorsqu'on comprend 1en la I0ı Lienant
Justıce DaAassıVE et Uune Justıce actıve: ıl compte de fonctıon prophetique, Ia

la foLs les relatıons dıvınes voıt LULNLE gräce donnee Iravers
seın de Personne el ses relatıons de la [o1 dıvine. La gräce plus grande

vec NOUS, SO  s peuple Cependanlt, le mol quı est Dar Jesus-Chrıst
Justice” est AauUsSsL employe dans sSens remplace Ia grace de Ia I0ı Il LrOD
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PeEU de predıcateurs de 1LOS Jours qul Troisıemement, Ia fo1 est confiance: elle
connaıssent V’enseignement de Ia [o1 consıste sen  Z remettre Ia mıserıcorde
dans ’Ancıen Testament. ela est et Ia Compassıon de Dıeu Chrıst.
ria necessaıre la comprehensıon La fo1 selon Ces FroLs aspects est
de l’weuvre de Chrıst. produtte O0O14S Dar le Saınt-Esprit de

Diıeu, Car, SAaNns [uL, O0OUS SOMMeEeS MOFrTtS
Le salıt est plus qQUE le pardon. dans LOS peches.
Mmessage du pardon est glorıeux et

merveılleux, MALS Ia porte. de Ia CFro1LX peche et Ia gloıre dıvıne (v 23)
reduıt PaS cela. Il AauUsSsL Ia Alors qQUeE la forme verbale << FOUS ONnt

Justıce de Dıieu et Cce. Justıce ımputee peche » est aorıste, le verbe Suıvant
Dar Dıeu Cet enseignement est SOUTCEe << et Sont DrLUES z} est present, quLl
d’encouragement et de force: notLre ımplıque QUE O0OUS demeurons dans cet
relatıon DEecC [uL est retablıe el nOoLre etat. On peut FEMArquer le lıen etablı LC1
sStatiut presence est celu.L d’hommes entre la gloıre de Dıeu et le peche. al
et de femmes qul SONL, LO  s seulement rencontre MO1LNS hulıt facons de
acceptes, MALS AUSSL accueıllıs rendre compte de connexıon
favorablement, Tas QOuUverts uniıque. Leon Morrıis eerıt: << Les

commentateurs tendent - ımporter leur
Par Ia fol Jesus-Chrıst DOUF LOUS PFODre comprehensıon dans D

CeUX quı ecroıent. al suggestıon personnelle.
Il O15 faut definır la fOL, Car Ia langage GQUEC aul employer est celuL
confusıon regne PFrODOS. Je CONCOLS du sacrıfıce, quL OUS orıente
la foL comportan FroLs elements. ındubıtablement vers la pensee la
Premieremenlt, Ia foL ımplıque la CFOLX. Or Jean, dans So  s Evangıle,
comprehensıon de la verıte. En ED consıdere la MO de Chrıst-—avec Lout
Eaul utılıse de nombreux qu’elle ınfamant Un
vocables appartenant domaıne glorıficatıon! Voıla quı constıitue DOUr
cogniltıf. La fol comporte le SQVOLF de les JSuifs Uune pıerre d’achoppement, et
certaınes choses suJet quı est Un folıe PDPOUF les paıens: Ia
Jesus-Chrıist. Deuxıiemement, la fo1 est gloıre est QUE Dıeu etaıt Chrıst PDOUFr
SOUMILSSLON verıte. On souvıent reconcılıer le monde vVvecC [u:-meme, le
de la anıere ont aul de Tarse s’pst Dıeu Juste etaıt ’ @uvre DOUr obtenır la
SOUMLS OChrıst Quı es-LU, Seigneur Justıce DOUFr les coupabdles.
USAMMENFASSUNG

ımplızıeren eın zeıtlıches Geschehen,rzte stellen 919)  > eıt eıt falsche das Werk Chrıstı ıst eiıne hıstorısche
Dıagnosen, dıe tragısche Konsequenzen Tatsache, nıcht eıiıne Theorıe.
ach sıch zıchen hönnen. Auf Paulus
trıfft dıes nıcht zu! Er ıst keineswegs Das Evangelıum ıst theozentrisch.
übereılt ın seıiınem Anlıegen, UNs zU Wır alle, dıe evangelıkalen G(emeıinden
Glauben Chrıstus führen, sondern eingeschlossen, werden ımmer
legt zunächst eıne solıde und sıchere egozentrıischer; geht Uuns nıcht mehr ın
Grundlage. Wır sollten UVO.  e seiınem erster Lınıe dıe Ich-Gott-Beziehung,
Beıspiel lernen. sondern nuUu och uUuns selbst. Paulus

Jjedoch begınnt mıt den Worten nun berRömer S21 6  nun ber "Auf dıe
furchtbare Bloßstellung UuNnserer ıst dıe Gerechtigkeit Gottes
Niıederträchtigkeit Unı Schuld DOr ott offenbart-. (Jott steht 1 Miıttelpunkt; dıe
folgt der befreiende Aufruf 6n  nun ber Erlösung geht vVO.  S ıhm aUsS. Der
Chrıstus ıst gekommen! Das Kreuz ıst griechısche ext lıest wortlıch ‘dıe
der Wendepunkt der Menschheits Gerechtigkeit Gottes’ Luther übersetzte
geschichte. Die Worte 6,  nun ber dıes mıt ‘“dıe Gerechtigkeıilt, dıe vVor Ott
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gılt‘) meınt der Begrıiff beıdes, dıe Gnade Die größere Gnade aber, dıe
göttlıche Gerechtigkeit als Eıgenschaft durch Chrıstus kam, erseiLizte dıe Gnade
(jottes als uch dıe Gerechtigkeıt, cdıe, des (jesetzes. Nur wenıge Prediıger vO  e
DvO  S ott kommend, Uuns zugerechnet heute sınd mıt dem alttestamentlıchen

Verständniss des setzes vertrau. Dıiıeswırd. Dıiıe Gerechtigkeıit (iottes als
göttliıche Eıgenschaft bezıeht sıch sowochl Jjedoch ıst erforderlıich, wenn wır
auf dıe ustıitia DAassLVA) als uch auf dıe OChrıstus und seın Werk verstehen
iustıitia actıva) und verweıst som1t auf wollen.
dıe Bezıehungen ınnerhalb der Gottheit
als uch auf (jottes Bezıiehung Erlösung beinhaltet mehr als nu
seinem olk Darüber hiInaus jedoch Vergebung.
wırd der Begriff Gerechtigkeit uch ın S0 großartıg und wunderbar dıe
eınem forensıischen (jurıstischen) Sınne Botschaft 1919}  S der Vergebung LST, das

Kreuz verweıst auf mehr noch, nämlıchgebraucht. Paulus hatte aufgezeıgt, daß
wr vUOoOr dem göttlıchen Rıchter schuldıg sowochl auf dıe Gerechtigkeit (Giottes als
sınd—dıie gesamte Welt ıst (jott uch auf dıe Gerechtigkeıit, dıe, 0O  - (jott
verantwortlıich. An dıeser Stelle nuUu kommend, Un zugerechnet wıird. Dıiıese
verweıst Paulus auf eiınen Gott, der dıe Botschaft ıst eıiıne Quelle der
Schuldıgen freispricht. Obwohl dıe Ermutigung und Stärkung: UNsSere

Erlösung eıne triınıtarısche LSt, ıst S1Le Bezıehung ott ıst wiıederhergestellt
och uch zugleıich theozentrisch. worden und Status DOFr ıhm ıst

nUuU der DO Männern und Frauen, dıe
Der Zweck des (jesetzes. nıcht NnU angenommMmen, sondern

‘Nun ber ıst hne Zutun des setzes wıillkommen geheıißen und vO ott
dıe Gerechtigkeıit (iottes offenbart, Ilıebevoll ın dıe Arme geschlossen worden
bezeugt durch das (jesetz und dıe sınd.
Propheten.‘ Mıt dem (jesetz ıst zunächst
eiınmal das System des jJüdıschen Durch den Giauben OChrıstus gılt
Zeremonıialgesetzes gemeınt, WLe wWL1Lr S1Le allen, dıe glauben
ın den Schrıiften des finden Calvın Es ıst notwendig, den Begrıiff ‘Glauben)’
unterschı:ed dreı Anlıegen des (jesetzes: definıeren, da oft mißverstanden
erstens, DO  S Suünde überführen, wırd. vollzıeht sıch ın dreı
zweıtens, dıe Nıchtwıedergeborenen DOr Schrıtten. Erstens ıst Glaube eın
Sünde bewahren, und drıttens, dıe Verstehen der Wahrheıt, wWLe dıe ın Eph
Gläubıigen ber den Wıllen Giottes 4, 1 7 —924 verwendeten kognıtıven Begriffe
ınformiıeren. Dıiıese Eınsıchten sınd uch deutlıch machen. Wır MmMUuUSSenN bestiımmte
heute och vO  S Bedeutung, ındem S1Le Fakten ber Jesus OChrıstus wIiıssen,
Urn DVOr wel Irrtümern bewahren bevor wır glauben hönnen. Zweıtens
kRönnen, namlıch den des Antınomiısmus bedeutet Glaube, sıch dıeser Wahrheit
einerseıts sSOowL1e der Auffassung, wonach unterwerfen. Man eriınnere sıch, WLe
der erstie und eın und der Werke Wa  - Saulus vO  > Tarsus sıch Chrıstus
und als solcher versagt hat, unterwarf: wer bıst du, Herr®?‘ Drıttens

beinhaltet Glaube Vertrauen. Vertrauenandererseılts. Beıide Irrtümer vermogen
nıcht den bedeutendsten Zweck des bedeutet, sıch 2anz auf das Erbarmen
Gesetzes erkennen, näamlıch den, auf un Miıtleıd (iottes Ln OChrıstus
prophetische Weıse aufdıe zukünftıge werfen. Alle dreı Stadıen des Glaubens
Gnade ın Chrıstus hıngewıesen werden vO Heılıgen Geıist Gottes

ınıtızert. hne ıhn sınd wır fot Lınhaben In Joh 1,16 heıßt wortlıch
‘Gnade anstelle vO Gnade’ charın ntı UNseren Sünden.
charıtos). Das Gesetz, rıchtıg verstanden
(einschlıeßlich seıiıner prophetischen Sünde und. dıe Herrlıichkeit (iottes
Funktıon), wa  s Gnade, und wWwWar eıiıne 23)
durch das göttlıche Gesetz vermıttelte Dıiıe Zeıtform des Verbs ermangeln’
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drückt AdUS, daß wır fortgesetzt der UNsere Stelle Opferterminologie
Herrlichkeit Gottes ermangeln. verwenden un Un unzweıdeutig zU

Auffallend ıst ıer dıe verblüffende und Kreuz welısen. JJohannes seinerseıts ın
einzıgartıge Kombiınatıon 9}  - seıiınem Evangelıum verstand den T’od
Herrlichkeit und Sünde, für dıe MLr OChrıstıi—all seıiner Schande
mındestens acht Erklärungen begegnet ungeachtet—als Herrlichkeit. Den Juden
Sınd. Leon Morrıs bemerkt ın dıesem eın Argerniıs und den Heıden eiıne
Zusammenhang, daß ‘dıe Ausleger dazu Torheıt, besteht dıe Herrlichkeit darın,
tendıeren, Jeweıls ıhre eigene Bedeutung daß Gott ın OChrıstus dıe Welt mıt sıch
Ln dıe Passage hıneinzulesen.” Ich verschnt hat; der gerechte (Giott handelte
moöchte 1er eınen eıgenen Vorschlag ın Gerechtigkeıt, somıt Gerechtigkeit für
anbrıngen. Paulus wırd ım Anschluß dıe Ungerechten erwırkend.

have close frıend who)just Lwo weeks agOo al] accountable LO (G(0d, that have
rece1ved VE bad NEWS from hıs doctor. of repayıng OUuTr assıve debt!
VOuUNgS INa  - ıthLwo SONMNS still at school;, for Teach them LO be thorough an LO follow
ten VCars he has een reated for iıllness closely the great apostle’s method.
he dıdn’t have—through WTIONS d1iagno- Romans begıns ‘But LO W From
S18. 'The truth Was he had Taın tumour that devastatıng verdıct of OU'  — guilt be-
hıch has NO een discovered but hıch fore God, aul turns TLO the passıon of hıs
15 DOW inoperable. How ould you feel ıf lıfe an work: Jesus OChrıst has COmMe Je-

SU. hrıst has lıved an has dıed an hısVOour doctors made that kınd of WTONS
dıagnosis? Not Paul He has een dem- Cross 1S5 all aul’s boastıng. He 1S 110
onstratıng LO beyond possıble urnıng OUT mınds to the meanıng of the
argument that stand 1ın the of Cross an the work accomplıshed there
the Judge ofa ]] the earth guillty sınners, So wıth immense relıef, havıng een bro-
OUT mouths shut, all OUTr words sılenced, ken by hıs of vileness before
deserving nothıng but eternal punısh- God hear hım CY'V, ‘But now! There 1s
ment. However, unlıke friend’s doctors, shıinıng hope! There 1S way! The WaYyPaul has excıtiıng NEWS of how gullty of the Cross. 'The Cross 1s nothıng less
sSınNnNers INaYy be saved from condemnation! than the turnıng poınt 1n human hıstoryNow speakıng LO yVou 0)81 who ‘But now!”There 1S another implicatıonhas een 1ın the pastoral miınıstry for Ver here whiıich should not mıss. It 1s
thırty VYCars have become persuaded poınt the apostle tıres of makıng 1ın
that LOO IManYy preachers be 1ın LOO hıs exposıtıon of the Gospel. He 1s 1mply-much of hurry LO brıng people tLO the ıng 1ın these LWO hıttle words that hat he
pomint ofcommıtment LO Jesus Christ Any 1S setting Out 1s not SOINeE theory he has
buılldıng 1sS only g00d the foundation dreamed 'Thıs 1S not 11le phılosophy,hıch it 1s bunlt Likewise, need 1e school of thought he 1s propound-solıd foundation when seekıng LO ıng ‘But NOW he 15 referring to
buld the lıfe of God 1ın the souls of INe  - hıstorical fact, Jesus Chrıist has een Orn
an Paul has een preparıng that Man , has lıved an has diıed and een
foundation by cuttıng AWAaY those false raı1sed from the dead The Cross stands
1ıdeas have about ourselves untiıl he 1s hıstorıical event! We must not M1SS
oOWNn LO the bedrock of the realıty of OUur that ıimplıcatıon of the temporal force of
condıtion ın the sıght of God the words ‘But NOW’.  3 So COMmMe to the

ome of Vou INaYy traın those who maın burden of the verses for todayg0o1ng LO be preachers. Teach them to ob-
the apostle’s method an LO learn The Gospel 1$ theocentriec

from ıt. Teach them TtO PTreDAaTE the ground
ell an 1ın theır preachıng to demon-
strate from the Word of God that

Recently spen evenıng wıth good
friends who wanted tO tell about the
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eXCc1UNg thıngs happenıng theır church word rıghteousness hıch understand
As lıstened eart sank 1T became Paul here uses wıth dual connotatıon
increasıngly apparen LO that thıs first referring tO OM  s relatiıonshıp ıth

G(od and hAhıs relatiıonshıip ıthlıvely congregatıon W as wanderıng fur-
ther an further aWAaV from the teachıng old that ÖLKALOGLVN A  pre  d  om  S x  1-of Scripture As gently could SUu$- nantly term of relationships.“ Our God
gested certaın hıngs they wWeTIe yl rıghteous owards himself an there-
WerTe dıstorting an changıng the INEeaN- fore hıs aCtıVv1CLYy rıghteous (We mMaYy

dıistinguısh these LWO 1ustıtıia passıva1n of the They brushed COIN-
ments LO 0)01 sıde an sa1d ‘We don’t and ı1ustıiti1a aCct1va 'T ’hıs he
bother about thıngs lıke that We nOot Iso rıghteous owards hıs wayward
purısts lıke you! creatures On the OIle and hıs rıght-

Ca only speak for Scotland an he MUST deal Justly an severely
Ireland the LWO countrıes whiıich have ıth the gu1llty On the other and
mınıstered have to SaYyY that thınkıng because of hıs rıghteousness he has PrO-
an worshıp and SINS1INS and preachıng vided hıs mercy— also aspect of hıs
ATe becomıng less an less theocentric rıghteousness— a rıghteousness hıch
nstead of the ‘} hou relatıonshıp, avaılable TLO the unrighteous! hat he
have the ‘I-me relatıonshıp how feel has provıded ıth the 1Neanls Dy hıch
whether comfortable wıth hat’ unrıghteousness Ca  b be put AWAaY that

whether 1T appeals LO enter 1INntoO rıght relationshıp wıth
whether 1T SU1TtS needs al thıs moment hım
Not aul’s theology of the Cross! He OWEeEeVer rıghteousness—complex COIN-

begıns But 1OW rıghteousness from cept that 1T ıs—has second MECAMNS for
(G10d has een made known (10d al 1T cannot only be understood of restored
the centre Salvatıon begıns ıth God relatıonshıps It also used Jegal
The Savıo0our the Medıiıator between thıs passase of OMl  - standıng be-
an INa TY1S brıngs to (iod It Wa fore holy (iod aul argument FreQULTES
(G0d who loved the world that he DaVe 1t to be He has spoken of OUu. guilt
hıs only egotten Son 1OW the before the Judge—the whole world
Cross of Chrıiıst it the rıghteousness of accountable tOo (G30d Now he speaks of
G0od which has een made known (30d wh' acqguıts the guilty!

Salvatıon then theocentric 'Irını-"Thi OU' thıs phrase translated
the rıghteousness from (G0d’ Larıan yes—how could 1T not be? But
You wiıll know that Man y of the COININEIN- nonetheless essentially theocentric It
tators want tOo translate 1T the God wıth whom have LO do It (i0d
o0eSs rıghteousness from G0d’ under- the first Person of the rınıty wh: ınıt1ı-
standıng the phrase here LO refer tO tes salvatıon 'T he ogreat eme ofthıs
rıghteousness God ımputes to S111NeTrs whole discourse of Romans the rıght-
Personally, prefer to understand S of (G0d’ In OU  b thınkıng,
phrase ıth 0OSe commentators wh: wrıuUng, preaching, worshıp an
read 1L referring both LO the attrıbute let. forget that and let.
of (0d’ rıghteousness, and then, the maıntaın S bıblıcal emphasıs of
grounds of that attrıbute, to the rıght- theocentricıty

hıch he ımputes LO sinners.
don’t want to enter iınto the debate 2 The of the law

that has een for SOINE NO
about the relatıonshıp ofrıghteousness tO Paul wrıtes that ‘the rıghteousness of
law an whether here Paul referring LO God apart from law has een made
the of ‘getting 1n LO the covenant known to hıch the Law an Prophets
(as Sanders has argued”“ That ı nNnOot testify’ We must first define law take

PUurDOSe KRather wiıll restrict myself 1T aul uses the word the of
to brıef comment the MECAaMINS of the the whole Judaiıstıec system of ceremon1ı1lal
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observances and worshıp laıd down 1ın the Such insıghts iınto the PUurpoOse of the
Scriptures, law therefore as COTN- law ATe ımportant today they have

mandment constraınıng LO an PTrO- EvVer een ä3CcCCount of LWO COTNINONMN

ducıng works‘”. 'T’hıs 1S clearly Paul’s hıch ATr being wıdely taught 1ın
meanıng, followıng it o0es hıs COTNN- Man Yy churches. First have TEeE-EeTINeEeT-
ments law ın the prev1ous where Nn of antınomıanısm that 1ın Man Yy
he has stated that NO 0)81 wiıll be declared pulpıts cavalıer an unınformed attı-
rıghteous Dy observıing the law  o OWeEever tude tO the holy law of God 1S5 being COTNMN-
Paul qualıfies thıs comment Dy hastenıng veyed to Chrıstian people. The argument
LO remınd the Law testified LO thıs goCS that because hrıst 15 the en! of the
rıghteousness of G0d It 1S5 CSSAaTY, law  A (and ‘“end’ 15 understood solely
therefore, LO remınd ourselves of the ‘*termınatıon'’ an not fulfilment’), the
POSe of the Law only remaınıng law 1S ove— and ofCOUT'SC,

Accordiıng LO Calvın, the Law had wıth much teachıng, there 1S5
threefold PUTrTrPDOSEC. First, ‘whıiıle ıt shows element oftruth there But wiıithout the
the rıghteousness alone acceptable LO restraınts an clear teachıng of the 111
God, ıt. N  9 ınforms, convıcts,-and an mMın of (Go0d contaıned ın the law, thıs
lastly condemns, CVETYV INa  - of hıs OW law of love tends LO have few boundarıes

""he law 1S lıkeunrıghteousness an z: lead to acceptance of stand-
MIrTOr. In it contemplate OU weak- rds hıch ATre far removed from bıblıcal
11655S, then the inıquı1ty arısıng from thıs, teachıng.
and fınally the cComıng from second EeEITOT 1S the teachıng hıch
both hus ıt. constraıns LO seek for SaysSs that the first cCovenant W as CO VE@-
STaCle,. nant of works intended LO provıde rıght-

“CThe second function of the law 1S S  N before God for those wh kept ıt.
al least by fear of punıshment TLO restraın However, that first of rıghteous-
certaın INenNn wh: ATre untouched by anı Yy 11eSS faıled, though apparently, 1n theory
Car for hat 1sS Just an! rıght unless al least, ıt miıght have succeeded ıf only
compelled by hearıng the dıre threats of INe  . anı had een INOTeEe obedient.
the law 'The unregenerate need brıdle Its faılure W as why God sent hıs Son LO
to restraın them from slackenıng the make second (and thıs tiıme successful)
reıns the lust flesh LO fall clean attempt LO provıde INeCalls of attaınıng
aWAaVYV from all pursult of rıghteousness.’ rıghteousness.

“ °h) thırd and princıpal use, which PeCT - Not only Are both trands of teachıng
taıns INOTrTe closely LO the ProODer use of the woefully WTONS, but both faıl to STasp the
law, finds iıts place 11 behevers 1n PUrpDOoOsSeC of the law oth faıl to recognıse
whose hearts the Spiırıt of (+0d already 1ın hat WaYS the law 1s st1ill ‘'holy, rıght-
lıves an re1gns.’ 14 11 enable them to OUS 00 (Rom 12) Perhaps, how-
learn the nature of0d’s wiıll for them an CVETL, the moOost Ser10us flaw 1n such
confirm theır understandıng of that wiıll teachıng 1S the faılure toO STasSsp the PTFO-
It wiıll Iso them LO obedience an phetiıc function of the law 1ın poıntıng to
TAW them back from the slıppery paths the promiı1sed rıghteousness of God ın

hrıst erucıfhed an rsen. It 1s to thatof transgress1on.
Calvın 91 ves good ST 1n seekıng prophetic aspect of the law that Paul 1S

to understand how the Law (and Proph- poıntıng here—*to hıch the Law an
ets) testify LO the rıghteousness of (10d the Prophets testify’

accept Calvın’s cComments then here 15 'The law ulfils prophetic funection ın
powerftful incentive to Chrıstians LO CONM- that ıt. contaıns the promıse of

tinue LO study and to teach the Law Men demption 1n Christ 'T’he moral law Ca  »
an need it LO WAäarn, ınform, COIMN- be taken portraıit of Christ, for he
vıct, condemn them 'T’he profligate fulfilled ıt. perfectly. The ceremon1al law
need it to restraın them Believers need it
tO reveal the wiıll of (30d tOo them

1sS most certaınly foreshadowing hrıst
through the whole sacrnfic1al system an

EuroJTh



The Righteousness o God Romans 21-22

the approach LO Go0od ın the worshıp of the Study ıth her chıldren, takıng paıns-
ent of Meeting Recall how Moses W a! takıngly through the books of Moses and
instructed LO make everythıng ın the ent faıthfully relatıng them I9 the and
of Meetin accordıng tO the dıvıne 1N- especılally to the Epistle to the Hebrews.
structions for al the oıfts, sacrıfices and How much rıcher an fuller OW: read-
worshıp offered 1ın the earthly SanCcLuary ıng an appreclatıon of the STaCcCEe of God
WeTIC CODY an shadow of hat 15 ın In Chrıst has een aCCcCount ofthat early
heaven‘’ (Heb 8:5) Even the e1ıvıl law traınıng. So do not neglect VOUrr study of

the Books of Moses. emember thatholds the promıse of the dıyıne rıghteous-
ess TtO be made avaılable through OChrıiıst the Emmaus road, the Rısen T1Segan
the Kıng an Head of the Church, for wıth Moses LO expound LO Cleopas an hıs
when ıt. W as gıven the inescapable ımplı- companıon those thıngs Concern1ıng hım-

self. How long for the realıty of suchcatıon W Aas that Israel W as theocracy
ruled by God Kıng exposıtion LO be heard ıIn OUTr churches.

Our Englısh 1V—probably O! of the
most wıdely used J6lChristian people Salvatıon 1$ Q& than
ın the Englısh speakıng world— has SOTINE forgiıveness

whıch Ar’e unfortunate 1ın theır
translatıon, tOo SaVvVy the eas Perhaps the We have 1ın Englısh great classıc the
worst of ese 1s ın ‚.JJohn 1°1  ©} ‘From the Chrıstian lıfe, T’he Pılgrım s Progress, by
ullness of hıs STAaCcEe have a ll rece1ved John Bunyan In 1t, he depicts the sinner
ONeE blessing after another.’ It really 0eSs
make the fullness of Christ’s salvatıon

under deep convıctıon, dressed ın rasgs
ıth huge burden hıs back,

sound rather lıke Amerıcan tele-evan- slowly toılıng hıs WaY the hıll called
gelıst’s appeal. The Greek phrase °charın Calvary. At the LOp of the hıll, Pılgrım
ntı charıtos’ 15 lıterally STaCce 1n place reaches Cross an he stands an
of orace‘”. Because the Jaw, rıghtly Uul- the One hangıng ere 1ın shame an
derstood along ıth ıts prophetic func- suffering. As he LO the realısatıon
tıon, Was STAaCEe through the dıvıne law that e ‚Jesus 1S5 ere for hım, hıs bur-
The greater DSTACE that CAarmne by Chrıst den 15 suddenly loosed from hıs back an
replaced the STAaCcEe of law rolls oWwn ınto the EMPTLY tomb an he

So Calvın wrıtes of the law an ıts SEES ıt 1110Te Pılgrım cr1es, Blest
sacrıficıal System: °Hor hat 1S INOTe vaın Cross, blest sepulchre, blest rather be the

absurd for INe  H LO offer loathsome Man who there W as put LO shame for me
stench from the fat of cattle 1ın order to Forgiveness! What gylor10us MESSaSC
reconcıle themselves LO God? Or LO have have tO proclaım, that guıllty sınners,

LO the sprinklıng of water and weıghed oWn wıth the burden of theır
blood tOo cleanse AaWAaY theır filth? In short, guilt, CcCH be washed and made clean; that
the whole cultus ofthe law,enlıterally through the death of hrıst (0d forgıves
an! not hadows and fıgures TC- not only past S1INS, but present and ‚VenNn

spondıng LO the truth, 111 be utterly future S1NS, for the effects of the Cross ATre
rıdıculous. G0d not command SaC- not Just retrospectıve but Iso PTFrOSDEC-
rılices ın order tOo busy hıs worshiıppers tıve. So IMNanYy of OUT hymns exult ın thıs
wıth earthly exerclses. Rather he cleansıng of the 00 of Chrıist
that he miıght Lift theır mınds higher.”

My dısappoıntment 1ın workI ere 1sS ountaın filled wıth (070]
drawn from Emmanuel’s veıns,pastors an preachers 1s to fınd that OVeTlr

SINNers plunged beneath that flood90% of them know hıttle nothıng of the
law an therefore understand h3ttle lose eır SUu1Ity stalıns.

nothıng of how the law bears wıtness tO 0d’s forgıveness 1s remarkable that
hrıst ındebted tO godly mother he o0eSs not Ven remember longer the
who would spend al eas hour CVEIY offences have commıtted agaınstSunday afternoon 1n concentrated Bıble him!*®
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But there 1S5 INOTeEe to salvatıon than poınts regard ımportant for preachıng
forgıveness, glor10us an wondertful 1ın OUT day My definıtiıon of faıth SEES it
though that forgıveness 15 when consısting 1ın three stages.
preachers an evangelısts expound salva- First, faıth 15 understandıng of the
tıon an the Cross only iın terms of for- truth Recently heard radıo broadcast
g1veness, they ATe mıssıng Out Servıce Dy well-known British evangelı-
ımportant anı strengthenıng aspect of cal organısatıon. It W as wondertful

portunity LO SaYy somethıng sıgnıfıcant LOthe Gospel. They ATE neglecting the rıght-
of God and that imputed rıght- the lıstenıng miıllıons about the Cross of
from God Nor 1S5 Z merely Christ an ıts meanıng for sinners. But

matter of semantıcs, splıtting of haırs, W as deeply disappoıinted 1ın hat eard
the pursult ofmınutıilae. Here 185 aspect As far Ca remember, the lısteners
of salvatıon hıch 1s surely OTIe of the WerTe Sımply urged tOo Sa y prayer an
most immense comiforts anı C  urase- promısed they would fınd Jesus there LO
ments that anı Yy child of (0d Ca  - Eever be help an AaNSWeTrT Lattle truth of the
offered. Gospel, far less of Chrıst’s death, W as

' 'h1 of ıt (0d ın hıs rıghteousness conveyed durıng the mınute broadcast
conifers hıs rıghteousness uponNn gui1lty SIN- But yet, wıthout SOTNE understandıng of
DeTrs 'The omn1potent, almıghty, faıthful, the Gospel, there cannot be AalnıYy faıth— at
ver blessed, eternal God, before whom least not ın the bıbhlıcal of faıth
the heavenly creatures e1] theır faces Let iıllustrate thıs LO yYou from the
an fall OoOWN 1n adoratıon an worshıp, In OUT first study, pointed out that
thıs cts OUT behalf an ın perfect ın Ephesıans aul speaks ou
rıghteousness declares that those whıi the condıtion of OSe outsıde of hrıst
have faıth 1ın hıs Son Iso rıghteous. He then deals ıth the condıtion of those
Our relatıonshıp wıth hım 15 restored an ın hrıst want Vou LO notice how Man y
OUTr STAatus 1ın hıs 155 that of INen words he usSes whıch have clear COgnNn1-
anı who not merely accepted, tıve reference. He speaks 1N
but Are welcomed and embraced. As about the futilıty ofunbelijevers’ thınkıng.
STLAN! before the holy God, surrounded by In 18, he DOCS LO Sa y that they
that SC  Q of crystal, not TACe of S1N ATeEe darkened 1n theır understandıng anı
deceıt rebellıon prıde uncleanness thıs 15 because of the lgnorance that 15 1n
15 reflected ın 1r We have U place them Irue, he COVEeT'S INOTeEe than the dark-
eternally SONMNS and daughters of OU. ened SLATLE of elr mınds 1ın those three
heavenly Father. Vverses, for he refers also to theır hardness

of heart, theır separatıon from the lıfe of
(z0d and the free reın hıch theır passıonsThrough faıth 1ın ‚Jesus Christ to

all who believe have 1ın rushıng headlong further an fur-
ther AaWaY from God But CAaNnnNnoOot faıl LO

ere Are Man Yy definıtions of faıth As notice hıs clear references LO darkened
yYyOungs IMa lıstened LO preachers tryıng mınds an 1gnorance of God
LO deser1ibe faıth and often found myself In Verses 20-—21, the MO00d changes
perplexed. Perhaps the most V1Iv1d INEeIMN- he turns to those who ATe ın Christ an

have ın 3 connect.on 1sS hearıng he Say>S thıs °‘You however dıd not COINE

Bılly raham, the Amerıcan evangelıst, LO know Christ that WaYyY Surely you
desecr1bing faıth In Christ beıing lıke heard of hım an wWere taught of hım 1ın

accordance ıth the truth that 1S ıntrusting VOur weıght to chaır an sıttıng
ıt. ome later, Camne ACTOSS Jesus.’ Hearıng ımplies lıstenıng LO

Brunner’s definıtion of faıth hıch knowledge being imparted Beıng taught’
found the most helpful had COINE ACTOSS explıcıtly states that What WeTe they
LO that point iın spırıtual life.* How- taught? “T’he truth that 1S 1ın Jesus.’ Theır
CVECT, shall attempt definıtion L11OW faıth had begun wıth knowledge of the
whıch wiıll Iso SETVE LO make several Gospel being ıimparted LO them
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'The erb *know’ 1ın refers pr1- Cover defenceless head ıth the
marıly LO Comıng LO know ıth the mınd. shadow of Thy 14  WINg.
Its reference 1sS LO learnıng dıiscıple,
pupıl, because indıspensable prerequı1- COUFTSC, all three stages of faıth ATe

inıtıated an inspıred Dy the Holy Spirıtsıte of entering ınto that relatıonshıp 15 of G0d It cannot be otherwıse. Until heSOINE knowledge of the truth
The second stage of faıth 155 submıssıon works wıthın u AI dead LO G0d,

to that truth Recall how the Damascus resentful of hıs claıms and EVEIN enemıles
road, Saul of Tarsus W as confronted by and hostile owards hım 'The Spirıt must

therefore do hıs creatıve work ın u anthe rısen Lord, wh told hım that he W as it 1s creatıve work avıd SayYsS 1ınfindıng iıt hard to kıck agaınst the goads
Saul NEeW much of the teachıng ofhrıst Psalm 91:10, ‘“Create “bara”, nıhılo) ın
an hıs death The probabilıty ofhıs beıng DPUTEC heart, God an

steadfast spırıt wıthın metudent 1n Jerusalem duriıng Jesus’ T’hose wh: W1N souls ATe W1Se Alas, ıt.earthly mınıstry has een established.!* not INanYy of have that wısdom.He could ell have listened LO ‚Jesus and
the debates of hıs fellow Pharısees about But surely the wısdom to W1N souls
thıs Nazarene. But though he undoubt- for hrıst must COINE from SOINE under-

standıng of faıth and the NECESSATLY COIN-edly had SOINE knowledge of the truth, he
ponents of faıth hıch God ske toW as refusıng LO submıt LO ıt, He W as

desperately resisting ıt Now Christ establısh In people cCo-operate wıth
confronts hım an he asks, ‘Who Aare VOU, the Spiırıt 1n hıs work of grace 1n theır hves.
Lord”” ‘Lord'’”-that first admıssıon of SUT -

Sın and the divıne gloryrender LO the 1Imper10us claıms of ‚Jesus
Christ hıs lıfe then he obeys the
instructjions hrıst g1ves hım We COTINE LO the final consıder

We have Englısh hymn hıch gOCS S mornıng. H' learned
lıke thıs it speaks eloquently of thıs
surrender of faıth

child (along ıth Romans 6.23) ‘Hor al
have sinned and fall short of the glory of
(10d.’ ere AT LWO poınts shouldMake captıve Lord, an en shall notice about ese words.be free; The first 15 that Paul uses the a0rıstForce tTO render SWOTrd,

shall CONQUCTOTF be when he SaVYyS, ‘all have sınned’, clearly
meanıng that OUT sınful actıons ATre 1ın thesınk e’s alarms when by myse past and ATre 1ın complete ın EATTI1-stand; iIng that awftfı verdıct of guilty! How-Imprison wıthın Thıne Aarms, anı CVET, hıs next erb 1s5 ın the present tenseStrong be hand *$ and should be read ıth the I1  9 We ATe

The thırd stage of faıth 1S5 TUuS by fallıng short of the glory of God’, W e
TUS INecan throwıng of ourselves continue to fall short of the glory of (+0d’

The second poıint LO notice here 1s5 theuponNn the an cCompassıon of (z0d 1n
Christ We cast aAaWAY CVEIY erutch .on intrıguing connect1ıon the apostle makes
hıch have leaned 1ın spirıtual between S1N an the dıvıne glory As
lameness rest all weıight far Ca  ; ascertaın, such connectjion
Christ alone. Agaın, have ManYy 15 not made anywhere Ise ın the

have found aTt least eıght suggestions 1ınhymns hıch CXPDITESS thıs clearly: Varı0us commentators to precısely
er refuge ave 1910)  9 angs hat Paul here Dy 0d’s glory

elpless soul Thee:; Leon Morrıis wrıtes: ‘“Commentators tend
Leave, leave nNnOot alone; STt1L LO read theır OW meanıng ınto the DaS-

Support CO  ort sage.””® hat being S tempted LO
trust hee 1s stayed; all be bold to ffer yet another SuUuS9gES-

help from Thee brıng; tıon to why Paul should make thıs
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connection between OUT sS1N an the divıne ea of T1S So Luther (followıng
ugustine), Robert Haldane, Wm Hen-glory drıcksen, Lloyd-Jones, Leon Morrıis,COUTSE ıt. 1sS5 self-evident that SINCE

God 1S ofu. CVES than to look S1N, John uUrTray, et al. Understandıng the
fall or of hıs radıant glory hat phrase both essentı]al attirınDutie of

God and, consequent upOI that attrıbute,
DOCS wıthout Ssayıng. But remember that the standıng he confers through the
the apostle’s ogreat theme 15 the rıghteous- ea of T1S ATe Barth, Barrett,
NEess of (G0d an that he 15 g01Ng LO sShow Bruce, anday Headlam, et al Note
how the rıghteous (i0d has acted eC1- however that DBarrett derstands the

rıghteousness hıch conifers uDON S1N-sıvely to conifer rıghteousness ou1lty
SINNers through the Cross of hrıst The eTrs essentaally eschatologıcal, Comm Lın

loc.language he 1S about LO usSe 1S5 the lan-
guase of sacrılıce an 1S5 pointıng UunN- Sanders, aul and Palestinıan uda-
erringly tLO the Cross. LSM , SCM, London, 1977, 544 See also,

Paul, the Law and the Jewısh People,How OU. ord deser1ibe hıs shame SCM, London, 1985 Also, T1g.an degradatıon when he W as LO hang 1ın T’he Clımax of the Covenant: Chrıst and
anguısh 1n hıs darkest hour that Cross? the Law LN Paulıne eology, T&T ar.
'To OUu. amazement an wonder, he de- Edınburgh, 1991
ser1bed G hıs glory! It Was the moment Leon Morris Trıghteousness’ 1S5
when God would glorıfy hım At the last sentaally forensıc term T’he Apostolıc
SUPPECT, Judas took the bread and went eachıng Cross, alePress, Lon-
Out ınto the nıght, hat the ord ‚Jesus don, 1955, ch { SEE Iso T’he Epıustle LO

Komuans, Eerdmans, rand Rapıds, 1988,say? °‘Now 15 the Son of Man glorıfıed an Addıtional ote A, 100{f£. Yor examples(+0d 1S glorıfıed 1n hım (Jn 13:31: What of OSe who hold rıghteousness’ tO be1s5 thıs have, that glory shınes from
the aCcC  ess and horror of the Cross of essentıally though not exclusıvely) rela-

tional term, SEE; avıd Hıll ree Words
Christ—to the eWSs stumblıng-block and ebrew Meanıngs, C 1967, 8anı LO the Gentiles foolıshness? Surely the Alıster McGrath, Justification Dy aı
glory 1S that God W as 1ın Chrıiıst reconcılıng arsna. Pıckering, Basıngstoke, 1988,
the world LO hımself, the rıghteous God 24 and 1Iso hıs Iustıtia Deı, GUP: 1986,

Vol L 1—36ff.actıng iın rıghteousness, provıdıng rıght- John Murray, T’he Epıstle LO the Komans,for the unrıghteous. The dıyıne
glory 1sS that ın hıs rıghteousness he Justi1- arshall, organ CO ndon, 196/7/,
1es the wicked!*‘ 110

ıth yet another of OU.  — hymn Calvın, Instıtutes, 2.1.6—12.
Rom 10:4wrıters, SINg, Heb 8  ’ cf. Eixod 25:40

Ca  S ıt. be that should gaın interest O E= . 0O : Idem, DE
Jer 31°:34the Savı]ıour’s blood? mıl Brunner, Dogmatıcs, Vol 11L,1ed He for who caused Hıs paın—for

mM whi Hım to ea pursued? 162H., etc

azıng love! How ıt be that Thou See Tarsus Jerusa-
lem T’he Ciıty of Paul  z  s OU; London

houldst dıe for me? 1962, quote Dy ‚JJerem1as Eixpost-
LOrY Tıimes, 'The Key Pauline Theology,Notes Vol No L, Oectober 1964, Z
George atheson,KOn the empora force of “‘VLVLÖE’, SEE Charles esley, 170788Cranfield, Romans, ICC, T&T ar

Kdınburgh, 1975, 199 Idem, 141 ote 111
Many cCommentators take ÖLKALOGLVN O0vV See also, Jn 1:14; 14:4: 12:23.: 28; 13:32;
ere referring only LO the rıghteousness 9' etc
IC God confers SINNETS through the Rom
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