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of doctrine, ONe Ca  - discern al] the ofparticular doctrine of predestinatıon and
unlimited V1ECW of atonement, and such contentı.ion formed heology, 1C
represented ‘another Reformed tradıtion AaTe Just vigorously debated oday they
(p 81) WeTeC three hundred ago So en QUCS-

Thomas finds B tensıon Calvın, argu- tıons lıke the eExte of the tonemen AaTre
discussed isolatıon from other In hısıng that hıs theology presents unstable

complexı0 opposıtorum that he held LO thesıs Thomas presents a clear theological
unıversal promi1se of the gospel-offer revealed INaD of the connectijons and relationsh1ıps

God’s voluntas sıgn (revealed wıll), an which eed to be made 1n discussıng the
belief ın God’s indivıdual election hıs volun- en of the atonemen For IM! rather than
LAS secreia (hıdden wıll) While ıt 15 possıble to demonstratıng the lack of ONSENSU! regard-
detect resolut.ion of thıs tensıon owards the ıng the extent of the atonement, Thomas the-
hıdden sıde, Thomas that ıt, W äas only 91s highliıghts the cCONsStTAN struggle wıthın
ıth Beza’s strongly supralapsarıan theology Reformed heology OVeTr firstly, the relation-
that z tensıon Was resolved adequately by sh1ıp between limıted atonemen: an the unı1-
Beza’s denıial of the unıversal promıse of versal free-offer of the Gospel; secondly, theA nature of relationshıp between the ‘twogospel offer. Thomas that the
CENTUTY, the tensıon 1s INOTE explicıt the wiılls of od’; thırdly, the infralapsarıan/
Varılo0ous deputatıons of the Synod of Dort, aN! supralapsarıan ebate; and fourthly, the rela-
155 MOST, clearly SCECI1 the Amyraldıan CONTTFO- tıonshıp between logic/deduction an paradox

hıch Thomas erediıts bringing al]] the /mystery 1n heology One TeCa which Thomas
latent inconsıstencles of the Reformed system strangely o0es not mentıon an hıch ould

a1ıd discuss1ıon the above 15 the d1ıs-tO the fore. Thomas concludes, thought SOINE-
hat dissappointingly, wiıith sıngle page ınction between COTININON STAaCE an speclal
arth an how hıs reformulatıon ofelection 1S5 STAaCEe eır relatiıonshıp to the work of

posıtıve attempt tO resolve ese nherent Chrıst the nature ofGod Ironıcally ere-
tensıions, and how Reformed theologlans fore, although Thomas’ thesıs 1sS primarıly CE1N-

tred specıfıc question wıthın specıficshoul: gıve hım careful consıderation. Indeed
ıt 15 apparen by the end of the book that per10d of hıstory (1536—1675), ould 1005

because he beheves ese difficulties LO be mend thıs book LO an yone interested 1 the
irreconcılable, Thomas wıshes LO leave S complexitıes and 1UAaNCEeEes of Reformed
theological he has een SUrveyıng theology not only around the tiıme of the
search of Ne departure Reformed eol- Reformatıion, but Reformed theology oday
O; Barth being the starıng pomınt for such
venture Daniel Strange

Thomas book 1S lucıd an hıghly stimulat- Southend-on-Sea, England
ıng an! fiıeld hıch sometımes SeenMm
rather removed dry, . 18 posıtıve

(9feature Its wıde 18 both advantage EuroJTh 1999) 8:1, 103—1 04
and dıisadvantage. Because he COVeEeTS such
wıde arca, not E whether he Christianiıty and Polıtiecs ın Doe’s
substantıate hıs claıms wıth the force he does, Lıberıa

thıs evıdence alone, and for oOSse already Giffordacquaınted wıth: TEa of hıstorıical eol- Cambrıdge: Cambrıdge UniversıityO; and ıth specıfic indivıiduals particular, Press, 1993, X V11 349
ON wonders whether they wiıll be persuaded
Dy study ofthiıs length for example, Thomas’ ISBN 0521420296
exposıtıon of Calvın only LO pages).
However ıt. 1s refreshing to SEE z whole RESUME
hıstorıcal per10 ea wıth whole, and ON Uet OUUTaSe faıt partıe des C< Etudes de
Ca  5 gaın g0o0d OVerv1leWw of the characters Cambrıdge SIL. l’ıdeologıe el la relıgıon D Zle
involved an 1ssues debated E formatıve examıne comment Ia foL chretienne ete
per10 Wıth S, mınd an notıng theır Liberia, ans la neriode de 1980 / 1990,
close relationshıp, found Thomas’ book help- SOLUS Ia dıctature Samuel Doe L’auteur

monftre fondamentalısme qul na rıen faıtnot much plıece of historical eol-
Ö but excellent EeNtTry iınto Reformed DOUFr s’opposer FraUuUageS d’un regıme
systematıcs. Because he relates the question ce sorte de chrıstianısme na DasS
of the extent of the atonement LO er apporte grand-chose DOUFr qul CONCerTNie le
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renouvellement de la socıete. monftre l’ımpor- portraya of the returned slave sıtuatıion ıth
ance de ımplıcatıon amerıcaıne, caracterısee preponderance of Chrıstians, Gifford Iso

la fOLS DUar des desseins ımperialıstes et UNe sensıtises the reader TO the Varılıous denomina-
ınsensıbılıte de Ia part des mMmLıSsSLIiONNALFeES Ia tiıonal bodies Of al] the maınlıne churches
culture, l’econom.ıe et la Justıce. Une etude Gifford indicates that the Roman Catholic
quı appe fort el Vaul la peINE f  etre Iue communıty, an partıcularly certaın of ıts

leaders, Was the mMOsSt actıve opposiıng Doe’s
USAMMENFASSUNG destructive policıes Gifford draws attention
Dıiıe vorlıegende Studıe, eıl der Cambrıdge to the educatıonal sSoc1la|l INSTILUTLIONS the

hurches developed—some as Jomt ventures,Studıes ın eology and elıgıon), untersucht,
welche Rolle der CHhrıstilıiıche Glaube ın Lıberıia others 1ın opposıtıon tO OoONne another, thus
während der atilur DVO.  e Samuel Doe ın den exacerbatıng the Tragmentation of church
JahrenOgespıelt hat. aul Gifford communıtıes anı emphasısing the indıyvıdual.
führt einen undamentalısmus DVUOFr 1Sm of western sentıment.

Wıth few exceptions, Gifford portrays theAugen, der weder Aazu beigetragen hat, den
Verwüstungen durch eın korruptes egıme evangelıcal hurches OMNISNOOTS manıfes-
entgegenzuwirken, och dıe Erneuerung der atıons of American fundamentalısm. Due tO
Gesellschaft fördern. Gıifford zeıgt zudem evangelıcalısm's SOo-Calle: antıpathy tOo polhiti-
das Ausmaß des amerıkanıschen Einflusses cal Involvement, Gifford’s matenal|l ındıicates

0S OTa wıthdrawa from engagıng
Absıcht als uch ın eıner mıssıionarıschen
auf, der sıch sowochl ın eıner ımperıialıstischen the polıtical Gıifford, fact,
Unsensıbilıtät gegenüber ultur, Wırtschaft evangelicalısm’s tacıt Support for the status
und Fragen der Gerechtigkeıt äußerte. Diıe QUO, be ıt for Tubman an Tolbert earlier O:
Studıe trıfft eınen hart, ıst ber auf jeden all for Doe durıng hıs rule between 198090
lesenswert. (see hıs conclusıon 145)

The final chapter, “T’he Geopolitical
'T ’hıs book, jJust under 35() ages, offers Context’ p 231-—285) g1]ves brjef but pıthy
another sıgnıfıcant study of how Christian COM MEeNTS about varıous i1deologıes which
faıth 1sS approprılated the Afrıcan context ave fed the relig10us mındsets discussed
The study Iso complements the works of earlhier the book Gifford observes that the

‘bıbhical Christianity’ espoused by Man YyOU: Afrıcan theologıans Charles ılla-
Vıcenc1ı1o0 John de Gruchy who ave COIMN- Christians—both natiıonal expatrıate—
rıbuted tOo the Same serles. The work 1S Lıberı1a, was essentıaally amalgam of
analysıs an crıtique of the church’s passıvıty Christian motifs the values and os of

socıal polıtics an ofAmerican imperlalısm Middle Amerı1ca’ that the Biıble was being
Liıberia sed LO further econOomı1cC political ends

(pThe book consısts of ıntroduction, G1X
Maın chapters, conclusion, select bıbliog- Whıiıle the aptly deseribes the ontent
raphy index. or‘! marshals varı- ıt. o0es not indıicate the wıder usefulness ofthe
eLy of SOUTCES hıs footnotes AaTre extensıve. study ıt 1sS possıble that the book could
Chapter ONe outlines the hıstorıcal setting, thus be overlooked 'T’hıs ould be unfortunate

because Gıifford’s book needs LO be read ıtsketching Liberla’s beginnıings, the rule of
early leaders, especlally Presiıdents Tubman needs be discussed al the wıdest levels, but
1944—71) Tolbert (  1-8 who effec- especlally m1ss1ıons evangelism study
tıvely get, the for Doe’s COUPD IR  etat programmes—whether OnNne ultımately
an hıs ten yVCar re1gn of ETTOT. 'The of ıth hım not. 1t 1S5 not book for the

faınthearted ultrasensıtiıve, however. It 1Sthe chapter deals ıth Doe’s actıvıtiıes during
the per10d under Tev1lew Varlıous reactions rıtical of the church all ıts factions; ıt. 1s
LO hıs rule oTr‘ g1ves host of fascınating damnıng ıts cer1ıt1que of America’s polhitical
facts figures about Liberia ıts hıfe ınvolvement ıts fundamentalism; ıt. oes
under Doe FYFurther, chapter OIlle helps the not offer posıtıve Sstrategy for the church’s
reader LO conceptualıse the extent of role soclety. glad read the book

though, and recommend ıt.American influence 1n Lıberi1a— a ma)]or
theme pomt of er1tic1ısm the book

The next four chapters 2-5) deal wıth the
churches theır dıfferent emphases wıt. Jim Harrıs
Liıberian ocıety Startıng ıth brief Cape Town, South Afrıca
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