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In fact, TAadsSshaw hımself expounds EuroJTh 999) 8:2, O31 02
evangelical, Anglıcan theology result ofhıs
deliberations At Eternity’s Gate The Spiritual

number of radshaw Christological Vısıon of Vıncent Van Gogh
oughts AT stimulatıng. Moreover, Brad- Powers Erickson
shaw has excellent insıghts into the problem of Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans
suffering how LO lıve ıfe Christian 1ın 1998, xvV111+ 1992 $22, H/B, ISBNpractice, including how Drayer elates LO ese 0-8028-3856-1Overall, when TAadshaw includes scriptural
references 1n hıs discusslon, ese usually
VerYvy helpful. quıte stimulatıng part of RESUME

On consıdere habıtuellement qQUE€ Van Goghradshaw discussıon 1s hıs VIECW of predesti- abandonne fol chretienne lorsqu ıl cessenatıon and human free will, whether OIl'|
SOn mınıstere de miısSsLiONNALFeE protestant elıth hıs posıtıon not In thıs,

Bradshaw takes oughts from PFrOCeSS theolo- qu 1ı est entre conflıt Vec les membres du
clerge “l cötoyaılt. present OUUTaSE monftre]ans 1ın order LO build Su1tLAble model LO the cependant qQUE les racınes de fOL etaıent pasquestion. TAadshaw 15 agaınst predestination, calvınıstes, nl memMe evangelıques, MAaLS hbaseesand emphasızes uman free will, yet he thinks
SU le modernısme hollandaıs de Groningue,that G0d knows anı 1s 1ın ontrol of the future

In TOA| In relatiıon to free will, Aans la ıgne de [a pensee de Schleiermacher, el
QUE Ses CFrOYVYANCES ulterieures sonft emeureesTAdSNAawWw believes that prayıng 15 actıve, ans Ce: ıgne d’un pıetısme subjectif SAanssomethıng which Ca  - change the mınd of God, contenu doectrinal. L’auteur etudıe AWUSSL lesrather than somethingewishes LO ask for

the fulfilment of somethıng predetermined. dıagnostıics de Ia maladıe de Van Gogh DOUFr
On the er hand, ere to be conclure UNe forme d’e  »nLLeDSLE quı le laıssaıt

parfaıtement mailtre de Se5s5 facultes entire les erL-certaın circularıty NCIUCE! In number of
sSes5 L’ouvrage faıt DTreUUVve d’un arrıere-planradshaw arguments. One suspects that theologıique ımpressionnant et montre tresTAdSNAawWw has evangelical theology an convaıncant.partıcular OCLIrN1N. posıtıon wıthın it, 1ın hıs

mınd already al the outset, result which his ZUSAMMENFASSUN
philosophic arguments subsequently ead LO, Von Van Gogh wırd normalerweıse
EeVenNn though hıs philosophiıcal arguments also angenommMen,, daß dem chrıstlıiıchen
expand the preconceived posıtion. Here 0)]81%
also needs tO ask urther methodological Glauben absagte, als seıne Tätıgkeıt als

protestantıischer Miıssıonar einstellte und mıt
question: How should OIM mesh scriptural and seıiınen LM hırchlıchen Dıenst stehenden
philosophical arguments In order LO form Verwandten brach. Das vorliegende uch

correct plıcture of (J0d theology macht jedoch deutlıich, daß dıe Wurzeln seıiınes
poss1ıble”?

According LO the back flap, radshaw book Glaubens nıcht kalvinıstischer oder evangelı-
alerArt sondern ım Moderniısmus der

15 part of ser1es hıch has een 1iINLEeNde Groninger Schule SOWLe 1 Modell
especlally to those engaged 1ın Chrıstian pasto- Schleiermachers begründet agen, und daßral mI1nıstry, whether ordained miıinısters seıne spateren erzeugungen durchaus LIM
lay eaders 1n the congregation’, ope-
fully’ LO commiuıtte: enough ordınary church Eınklang standen m1ıt eiınem nıcht dıe
members ell T’he book fits ell z hırchlichen Doktrinen gebundenen, subjek-

fiven Pıetismus. DerAutor SeLz: sıch außerdemcategory. It 15 nOot starter for earnıng ou mıt verschiedenen Dıagnosen Van GoghsOCLT1N: 1SSUeS. Rather, it. 15 book1CMay Krankheit auseinander und hommt der
provide help through introduection LO an fur- Schlußfolgerung, daß Uunter eıner Form UO.  S
ther reflection especlally of, EeVenNn though not Epıulepsıe ULEr dıe ıhm gestattele, zwıischen
1i1ımıted LO, the philosophical questions hıch den Anfällen uneingeschränkten Gebrauch vO  s
Surround Drayer the maın OCLFNIN: 1sSsues seınen en und Fähigkeıten machen. DIDıe
of Christianıty for those whı already ave
reasonably g0o0d understandiıng of Christian Beleuchtung des theologischen Hintergrunds
doectrine. ıst faszınıerend, und dıe Studızie ıst ım großen

und 8anzen überzeugend.
Pıtkänen hıs 1S book challengın LWO COIMININOINCheltenham, England 'myths’—that Van Gogh rejecte Christianıty
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tOo become artıst, and that men Iness close spirıtu: gulde, the uncle wıth whom he
contributed LO hıs artıstıic nsight Whereas Was to quarrel, took Groningen theology
Erickson seeks to sShow that Van Gogh’s Iness rther, rejecting the supernatural, eritically

only interruption to hıs art, that his investigatıng the 1  e an reducing the
faıth, re-cast ıIn modernist form, informed a]] fundamental princıiple of Christianity, ıIn
hıs work, especlally that of hıs ast. LWwoOo Opzoomer’s words, LO ‘the OoNneNness of the

If Erickson 1S rıg classıc images will eed Dıvıne the uman/’.
to be reinterpreted. In partıcular, the famous ese WerTrTe nOot the only influences the
°Crows Over Wheatfield’ from his last VCAar, Vıncent, wh: to ave had
1C has usually een read overwhelm- evangelıcal conversion 1ie In London, hıch
Ing oflıfe the wheatfield) by rouble ea arme hıs relations, who eare: fundamen-
clouds an CrOWS), Eriıckson sSees talısm ater he became enamoured of the
unyanesque Journey of lıfe the roads) eading modern1ısıng of Renan. But the consistent
throughen the cornfield ready for reapıng themes ofhıs faıth OSe represented 1n his
LO restoring eterniıty the blue nIınıte art; subjective experlence, self-sacrıfice, EeVO-

'T’hıs book needs to enter, then, into the tıon LO the DOOT, alıenatıon from institutional
debate Oou Van Gogh’s men roubles, relıg10n, readıness to encounter G0d
also LO show from his etters that hıs faıth COIMN- (mystically apprehended) through nature
tinued LO be actıve after he eft the church On Erickson wrıtes wıth strong empathy for her
both counts the argument LO be SUCC®E: subject. Ifere 15 weakness, it. 15 that SOINE-
ful 'T’he or1ginal diagnosis non-convulsive tiımes her argument overasserted,
epllepsYy, hıich st11] makes Ooday, though empting her, for example, use the term
ere INaYy ave een depressive condiıtion °Chrıstian for phases of Van Gogh’s relıgıon
well ere 1S also evidence ofhis faıth LECOVEeT- 1CAT scarcely to be diıstinguı1shed from
Ing, In ransmute form, 1ın hiıs ast VYCAars, not One should perhaps remaın caut]lous
eas fromzbıblıcal subjects paınted hiıle ou the °Christian But al the ve.
1n hospital TOM the etters Eriıckson also eas she has shown that the 1: of faıth 1ın
infers that sunshiıne, wheatfields, olive the modern age WerTe integral to Van Gogh’s

reapers alsoO ave biblical Overtones 'T ‘’hıs eing ql the COTe of his art,
INaYy perhaps be debated

But ere 1s much INOTe LO thıs book than ıts avı Thistlethwaite
maın argument For by unpıckıng the maJjor Leıcester, Kngland
theologıcal influences the Vıncent,
Eriıckson 2101975 long WaY explaın the COTre of
hıs art, the appealıng combination of charıty EuroJTh 799) 8:2, 1941 (a

zeal, ndıivıidualism subjectivism that
has made hım such 1con of the modern age Bıiblical ext and exture— A
Theology, LO ave een translated, vVe.
influentially, into paınt Literary Reading ofSelected exis

Michael FishbaneVan Gogh’s antecedents, back LO the C17; Oxford: Oneworld, 1998, IV 149
Were both artıstıic theologıcal. Hıs uncles
WerTe arl dealers, hıs father Was protestant £5.99, pb, ISBN 1-85168151-5
M1SS10NAary LO the atnolıc peasants of SOU. RESUMEHolland, not Calvınıiıst, but moderni1ser of

Fıshbane CO  Cce Par un br:  evethe Groningen school Groningen, formed out
ofArminlanısm pıetism, mphasised CXDEC- presentatıon de theorıe litteraire, ont
rıience— religion resides 1ın eeling  — and l’element cle est Ia dıstinction entre Ia ‘realıte
replace doctrine of tonement ıth Iıtteraıre) du extie et Ia realıte de [’hıstoire

de experience quLı est exterieure exte. Cetteemandıng requırement tO mulate Jesus;
the author DPUuts 1, ‘Human beings realıte lıtteraire s’apprehende le MLEUX

reheved of the burden of SIN Dy ollowing the consıderant des procedes S  ıstıques (comme
example ofChrist tryıng LO mıiıtate hıs 111e Dar exemple Ia repetıtıon d’un mot theme) quı
(p 19) 'T’his modern, but not partıcularly INeTr- Sont des ındıcatıons DOUTF le ecteur de qQUE

’auteur souhaıtait meltre auanı, accentiuerciful doectrine elps aCCount for the r1gours of
Vıncent’s self-deprivation when evangelısıng et communıgquer. Lie reste du livre (la plus
destitute miners, perhaps also his grandepartıe) applıque, tıtre exemple, Cce:
that churchmen whose sacrıfices Were less t*heorie Ftroıs de exties de "Ancıen Testa-

men. le cycle narraltıf, le dıiscours dırect et Iaextreme must be hypocrites Van Gogh’ser
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