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(EuroJTh 2000) 9:1, 909—] volume 1nNne discussion of s(OINE 'Key Issues INn
Studyıng the Liıfe of Christ’ (15—60) The chap-

Jesus the essiah: Survey of the ter eadıngs SummMarıse ell the 1SSuUes SsSUC-

cinctly covered by eın Where yYyOu SLATLife of Chrıst determines where yOUu finısh T’he role of PI'C-Robert Steın
Downers Grove, Leicester: 1996 supposıtions 1ın studyıng the ıfe of Jesus’;

‘Where Ca  — gxo0? Sources for Studyıngz the13 ISBN 0—-85111—-750-—3, I_Lıfe of Jesus’ (includıng helpful diseussion of0—-8303—-1884 —7 the increasıngly popular non-canonıcal SOS-
pels an When did a ]] thıs take place? The

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG problem f chronology’. Part T wo deals ıth
Im Vergleich zelen Jesusbüchern der DVer- the ıfe of ‚Jesus irom viırgın birth LO O-

‚Jahre hietet Stein eın nüchternes tıon 612270
und dennoch faszınıerendes ‘Leben Jesu‘ auf In several WaY>S Stein’s ‚Jesus the Messiah
der Grundlage der hanonıschen Evangelıen. Uurvey of the Life of Ohrist makes unıqueBesonders hervorzuheben sınd sowochl ın der contrıbution LO the widenıing SLreAamM of00
einleitenden methodischen Reflexion IWLe uch ‚Jesus. Firstly, whıiıle others deny the value
ın der Durchführung seın durchweg überzenu- EVEeN the poss1ıbilıty ofhistorical study of the
gendes Eıntreten für dıe Hıstorizıtäat der Evan- ıfe of ‚Jesus low for vVe hıttle of historical

(ohne dabe1 historischegelıendbderichte value, eın offers outstandıng compilatıonSchwierigkeiten übersehen oder herunterzıL- of hat Cal be saıld ıth reasonahbhle certaınty
spıelen und seıiıne Bereiıtschaft, Wunder nıcht about the ıfe 287 mınıstry of ‚Jesus. Whıile
prıor auszuschließen. Evangelıkale werden readıly acknowledging historical difficulties
sowochl dıe durchweg verständliche und sıch (e.g cConcern1ıng the an CCNSUS, 681), Stein
aufs Wesentliche Ronzentrierende Darstellung demonstrates persuasıvely throughout the vol-
WLe uch dıe gebotene Argumentationshilfe z that In reconstructing the ıfe of ‚Jesus
schätzen, andere ollten sıch ber dıe ıerDra- ere Are g00d hıstorical [EAsSonNSs LO belleve the
sentierten Argumente nıcht ohne gute Gründe Gospel AaCCOUNTS The evidence and arguments
hiınwegsetzen. Ubersetzung LNS Deutsche wırd he presents eed LO be en ser10usly by
empfohlen, da fn auf Deutsch haum Ver- friend an foe 'The second maın strength an
gleichbares Z1Ot contrıbution of thıs volume ollows from the

1rs In the programmatıc chapter Where VYOUThe ast decade has produce great number STar etermiıines where VYOU tinısh 'The role of
1 books, 3C 1ın the wıdest use term presupposıtions ın studyıng the ıfe of Jesus’
CO be called ‘b.iographies of ‚Jesus. In addı- (1725) Stein 1 Vves rıehistory of the evel-
tıon LO popular AaCCOUNTS, scholarly opment of the non-supernatural approac LO
tudies abound aspeCcts of the ıfe of 3 A the miıiracles of the Gospels (Harnack,
SUuS, hıs eaching, hıs ackground, etcC It 1S Bultmann, Hume, Iroeltsch) an cshows ıts

possıble LO SLay abreast of thıs ever-r1S- weakness, subjectıve presupposıtıions an the
ng tıde Several helpful SUrVeEYS Ar e avaılable, termınology employe aVvO1d diırect STLALEe-
C Wıtherington, The ‚Jesus ues 'T'’he
ir Search for the Jew AT azare

ments (historical, erymatıiıc, historic; ZAF) He
demands that prıor1 exclusıion of the

(Downers (irove: VE rıght, pernatural, 1.e the mıraculous, 15 O-‚Jesus 2181 the Vıctory of God, Christian (Or1- sıt1on that should be clearly stated sıngINS an the @Question of (30d IL: (Minneapolıs Matthew’s resurrection account Al EXAaM-
Fortress, 3—124; Kvans, Life of ‚Je- ple, eın presents the approac. an self-ım-
Sus Research: NOTtLALTE! Bıbliography, re  e pose limiıts of the classıcal ‘historical er1ıtical’
ed., A E Leıden F1 Chilton, method (ın the definıtion of J roeltsch, 20)

Evans (ed.), udyıng the Hıstorical eın belleves that due LO the adherence LO ıts
‚Jesus: Evaluations of the Aate of Current Re- basıec tenets, the esults of the called Ir
search, 'T'"TS 19 Leıden d ques remaın disappointing Starting ıth the

eın 1S well-known aCCount of severa|l resurrection of ‚Jesus eın brings OuL the COIMN-
tudies elated LO ‚Jesus an the Synoptic (30S- SCQUENCE of such endeavour: “"T O deny the
pels, 1C INanYy evangelıicals ave COMEeE LO mıraculous 15 LO deny hıstoriec Chrıistianıty’
preclate (e.g The ethod an Message of 18) eın openly declares hıs LO the
Jesus’ eachıing, The Synoptic Problem poss1bılıty of the supernatural 13) and COINl-
Introduction Following hıs preface and intro- celudes N study of the ıfe of ‚Jesus that
duction, eın offers In Part One of the present cludes the miraculous 1S estTINE! from the
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STATT. LO produce ‚Jesus wh: 18 aberration. Jesus) ere but few polInNts where the
He 111 be stranger both LO hıs opponents, present revliewer WOU disagree In either partwho acknowledged hıs mıracles and LO his
followers, wh: 111 longer be abhle LO ıdentify Stein 1S LO be hanked for well-argued,hım the object of their faıth* Book Reviews ®  start to produce a Jesus who is an aberration.  Jesus). There are but a few points where the  He will be a stranger both to his opponents,  present reviewer would disagree in either part.  who acknowledged his miracles ..., and to his  followers, who will no longer be able to identify  Stein is to be thanked for a well-argued,  him as the object of their faith ... Attempts to  sober and yet fascinating and masterly pre-  strip the supernatural from Jesus’ life can only  sented account of the life of Jesus based on the  produce a Jesus so radically different that he is  canonical Gospels. He provides a ‘no-non-  unrecognizable and his impact on history is  sense’ introduction and informed guidance for  unexplainable’ (24). This chapter is well worth  undergraduate students and others seriously  reading for its tight argument and the chal-  interested in Jesus. It will be a stimulating  lenge of much of older and current mainstream  challenge to those of different persuasion, due  positions. What is observed and stated on  to their own convictions or simply due to igno-  methodological questions in the opening chap-  rance of such an alternative. However, readers  ters is consistently applied in the second part.  more acquainted with the facts and issues will  Stein’s statement of his own methodological  also find stimulating fresh insights. Though  presuppositions is exemplary and, sadly, rarely  the volume does not offer detailed interaction  to be found in similar publications. Perhaps  with current scholarship, the informed reader  one might add a few paragraphs indicating  appreciates the authors’ indirect interaction  that the traditional non-supernatural ap-  with major positions in the field. This is a vol-  proach is strongly indebted to the worldview of  ume that students and their teachers can  the last two centuries and that more recent  hardly afford to miss.  views allow for more things in heaven and  earth than were dreamt of in the older philoso-  Dr. Christoph Stenschke  phy.  Stralsund, Germany  Both of Stein’s emphasises are closely re-  lated. Is the historical scepticism about the life  and ministry of Jesus not predominantly di-  EuroJTh (2000) 9:1, 100-102  0960-2720  rected to his miracles, including his resurrec-  tion? Once students become sceptical of or  Das Evangelium des Lukas.  reject the miracle accounts of the Gospels, is  Ubersetzt und erklärt  this attitude then not easily extended to other  passages? After all, can authors, who account  Josef Ernst  Regensburger Neues Testament  the miraculous as if it really happened, be  trusted in other aspects? If, however, the possi-  Regensburg: Friedrich Pustet, 2. Aufl.  bility of miracles is granted, the accounts  1993, 558 S., DM 98.-, geb.,  which contain such reports become more ac-  ISBN 3-7917-1393-0  ceptable as historical testimony. Stein’s book  is an excellent case study of the impact of a pri-  SUMMARY  ori assumptions on historical study and of eval-  This is the latest and probably the most helpful  uating the historicity of sources.  recent one-volume German commentary on  In addition to this welcome focus on history  Luke’s Gospel for a general readership. Schol-  and the miracles and the sensitive treatment  arly and up to date with current research and  of both issues, Stein offers helpful summaries  literature, scholars and exegetes find in this  of the proclamation of Jesus (e.g. “The message  beautifully produced volume what is, with  of Jesus: The kingdom of God has come to you’,  123-—0). Stein’s attention to and actual treat-  chürmann’s magnum opus, among the finest  modern Catholic interpretation of Luke’s Gos-  ment of the infancy narratives in ‘Conceived  pel (the closest English equivalent is perhaps  by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary:  C.F. Evans’ Saint Luke). Moderately (histori-  How it all started’ (64-80; eritical views of the  virginal conception, historical difficulties in  cal-) critical and redaction critical in general  approach (Mark, Q, Lukan Sondergut, stress  the biblical accounts, the birth of Jesus, the  on oral tradition), the author also attempts —  theological importance of the virginal concep-  though somewhat hesitantly - to take some of  tion), otherwise often dismissed lightly, is to be  the more recent reading ‘strategies’ on board.  welcomed. The same applies to the chapter on  In addition, Ernst sketches with varying suc-  the ‘silent years’ of Jesus (81-89; their normal-  cess the relevance of each passage for applica-  ity — aimed against apocryphal accounts, the  tion in preaching and teaching in a separate  brothers and sisters of Jesus, the family life  subsection following those on analysis and  of Jesus, the personal life, the languages of  exegesis.  100 EuroJTh 9:1Attempts LO sober and yet fascınatıing and masterly DreE-strıp the supernatural from Jesus’ ıfe Ca  _ only sented aCCOUNLT. of the lıfe f Jesus ase the
produce ‚Jesus radıcally different that he 15 canonıcal Gospels He provıdes °no-non-
unrecogn1zable an hiıs impact hıstory 15 seNnse’ introduection an informed guldance for
unexplainable’ 24) Thıs chapter 1S ell WOTr ndergraduate students and others ser10uslyreadıng for ıts 1g argument and the chal- interested In Jesus. It 111 be stimulatıngenge ofmuch oferan current maınstream challenge LO OSe of dıifferent persuasıon, due
posıtions. What 15 observed an stated LO elr OW. convıctions sSımply due LO 12N0-methodologica. questions ın the open1ıng chap- of such alternatıve However, readers
ters 15 consıstently applıed In the second part INOTe acquaıminte ıth the AaCts an 1SSUes 111
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LO be found In siımılar publications Perhaps ıth current scholarship, the informed reader
OIl m1g add few paragraphs indıcatıng apprecılates the authors’ indirect interaection
that the tradıtional non-supernatural ıth maJor posıtions In the field IT’hıs 1s vol-
proach 1S strongly LO the worldview of um that STUdents and elr teachers Ca  }
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VIEWS low for INOTe things In heaven and
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