
Book Reviews

STATT. LO produce ‚Jesus wh: 18 aberration. Jesus) ere but few polInNts where the
He 111 be stranger both LO hıs opponents, present revliewer WOU disagree In either partwho acknowledged hıs mıracles and LO his
followers, wh: 111 longer be abhle LO ıdentify Stein 1S LO be hanked for well-argued,hım the object of their faıth* Book Reviews ®  start to produce a Jesus who is an aberration.  Jesus). There are but a few points where the  He will be a stranger both to his opponents,  present reviewer would disagree in either part.  who acknowledged his miracles ..., and to his  followers, who will no longer be able to identify  Stein is to be thanked for a well-argued,  him as the object of their faith ... Attempts to  sober and yet fascinating and masterly pre-  strip the supernatural from Jesus’ life can only  sented account of the life of Jesus based on the  produce a Jesus so radically different that he is  canonical Gospels. He provides a ‘no-non-  unrecognizable and his impact on history is  sense’ introduction and informed guidance for  unexplainable’ (24). This chapter is well worth  undergraduate students and others seriously  reading for its tight argument and the chal-  interested in Jesus. It will be a stimulating  lenge of much of older and current mainstream  challenge to those of different persuasion, due  positions. What is observed and stated on  to their own convictions or simply due to igno-  methodological questions in the opening chap-  rance of such an alternative. However, readers  ters is consistently applied in the second part.  more acquainted with the facts and issues will  Stein’s statement of his own methodological  also find stimulating fresh insights. Though  presuppositions is exemplary and, sadly, rarely  the volume does not offer detailed interaction  to be found in similar publications. Perhaps  with current scholarship, the informed reader  one might add a few paragraphs indicating  appreciates the authors’ indirect interaction  that the traditional non-supernatural ap-  with major positions in the field. This is a vol-  proach is strongly indebted to the worldview of  ume that students and their teachers can  the last two centuries and that more recent  hardly afford to miss.  views allow for more things in heaven and  earth than were dreamt of in the older philoso-  Dr. Christoph Stenschke  phy.  Stralsund, Germany  Both of Stein’s emphasises are closely re-  lated. Is the historical scepticism about the life  and ministry of Jesus not predominantly di-  EuroJTh (2000) 9:1, 100-102  0960-2720  rected to his miracles, including his resurrec-  tion? Once students become sceptical of or  Das Evangelium des Lukas.  reject the miracle accounts of the Gospels, is  Ubersetzt und erklärt  this attitude then not easily extended to other  passages? After all, can authors, who account  Josef Ernst  Regensburger Neues Testament  the miraculous as if it really happened, be  trusted in other aspects? If, however, the possi-  Regensburg: Friedrich Pustet, 2. Aufl.  bility of miracles is granted, the accounts  1993, 558 S., DM 98.-, geb.,  which contain such reports become more ac-  ISBN 3-7917-1393-0  ceptable as historical testimony. Stein’s book  is an excellent case study of the impact of a pri-  SUMMARY  ori assumptions on historical study and of eval-  This is the latest and probably the most helpful  uating the historicity of sources.  recent one-volume German commentary on  In addition to this welcome focus on history  Luke’s Gospel for a general readership. Schol-  and the miracles and the sensitive treatment  arly and up to date with current research and  of both issues, Stein offers helpful summaries  literature, scholars and exegetes find in this  of the proclamation of Jesus (e.g. “The message  beautifully produced volume what is, with  of Jesus: The kingdom of God has come to you’,  123-—0). Stein’s attention to and actual treat-  chürmann’s magnum opus, among the finest  modern Catholic interpretation of Luke’s Gos-  ment of the infancy narratives in ‘Conceived  pel (the closest English equivalent is perhaps  by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary:  C.F. Evans’ Saint Luke). Moderately (histori-  How it all started’ (64-80; eritical views of the  virginal conception, historical difficulties in  cal-) critical and redaction critical in general  approach (Mark, Q, Lukan Sondergut, stress  the biblical accounts, the birth of Jesus, the  on oral tradition), the author also attempts —  theological importance of the virginal concep-  though somewhat hesitantly - to take some of  tion), otherwise often dismissed lightly, is to be  the more recent reading ‘strategies’ on board.  welcomed. The same applies to the chapter on  In addition, Ernst sketches with varying suc-  the ‘silent years’ of Jesus (81-89; their normal-  cess the relevance of each passage for applica-  ity — aimed against apocryphal accounts, the  tion in preaching and teaching in a separate  brothers and sisters of Jesus, the family life  subsection following those on analysis and  of Jesus, the personal life, the languages of  exegesis.  100 EuroJTh 9:1Attempts LO sober and yet fascınatıing and masterly DreE-strıp the supernatural from Jesus’ ıfe Ca  _ only sented aCCOUNLT. of the lıfe f Jesus ase the
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