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K ‘We All Need Constant Change’: The xfor
Group and Mission INn Europe In the

Nous TOUS besoıin de changement
CONSLAN le Groupe xford et Ia MmISSION
Europe dans les annees Irente
°Wır brauchen alle regelmässıg Veränderung’:
Diıe Oxford ewes£un und Mıssıon ın
Europa ın den dreıissiger Jahren des
ahrhunderts

Randall, Prague

RESUME evangelısatıon personnelle, est alors
largement Dasse de mode.

12 Groupe @_ UXFOTd, DUr la SıuLıte L’auteur etudıe les CAUSes du SUCCES
SOLUS le HO de C< rearmement moral d est du STOUDEeE d ’Oxford dans les annees

reseau evangelıque ınformel quLl est ne frente e s’efforce de Ontrer IJUE
Angleterre dans les annees viıngt, et FroLissancCe dans Europe ete due

quı S  est rapıdement repandu Pl Europe S0ü  > attachement la tradıtıon
et au-dela dans les annees fIrente Le chef evangelıque seın de Laquelle 11 eLial
de fıle du STOUDE etaıt Frank Buchman NnNe, meme M qu d Capacıte
(1576-1961), el le ST0UDe avallt DOUFr MOT d’adapter tradıtion Ia umı.ere de
d’ordre QJUE Buchman appelaıt e Ia modernıite. Le Groupe ASSOCLE les
C changement de anıere de VLUre d} 12 CONVILCLLONS evangelıques ınteret
Groupe etaıt MmMOULLEMeEN croLissant DOUF les relatıons
MLSSLONNALFE, Urn expressıion nouvelle de ınterpersonnelles, L expression de SOL, Ia
/a wzeılle tradıtıon revıivalıiste. UuUnNne therapıe eT des styles de vLıe HON
ınfluence enorme ans les annees Lrente, iınstıtutionnels

qul donne exemple de la cCapacıte est partır de 19920) GUE Buchman
crommence meltre avan SON ıdee dedu chrıstianısme europeen s’engager de

anıere renouvelee AS l’entrepriıse LES changees Angleterre. avaılt
MLISSLONNALFE. quelques PCONLLAGCES VDVec des etudıants

Al mıilıeu des annees Lrente, le Groupe evangelıques CONSeEervaltleurs de UnLON
s’pst livre Ur actıvıte d’evangelısation chretienne de [’unıwversıite de Cambridge.
QqQuUL, DOUT nlus grande Dart, s’est La hbase s’pst ensulte deplacee Oxford, el
deroulee lınterieur des denomiınaltıons c’est DOUFQUOL e MOUVLeEmMen ete appele
exıistantes Europe, Dlus le Groupe d Oxtord DArLir de 1928
partıculıerement (Grande Bretagne, ALıra les responsables d eglıse, les
ans les PUAYS scandınaves, Allemagne professeurs, les etudıants el d’autres
el AUX Pays Bas FÜls 1956, Lorsque le DEFrSONNES, Oxford et aılleurs, quı
MOWLVLEMeEN. DFIS le NO de etaıent frustres DUar certaıns AaSpeCtSs de Ia
< rearmement moral d prıncıpale UVLe des eglıses el quı recherchaıent LUTLE

preoccupatıon est devenue Ia MLSE experıence spırıtuelle pnius authentique.
des dictatures polıtıques Europe, Au Aebhut des annees Lrente, dans le

le natıonal socıalısme et le CONMUNLSME, cadre des ecoles d Oxford, de grandes
et objectıf premıer du MmMOUvemen, FeUNLONS du Groupe ınrent ans les
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alsonNns. En 19533, elles comptaıent CINQ Bıble et de l’engagement dans le sSeruvıce.
muille partıcıpanls. Parmı CUX; beaucoup Buchman volontaırement faconne SONn
consıderaient GUE leur M Oxford les MOULLEMEN de anıere qu ıl sSo1t
preparaıent s’ımplıiquer DOUF faıre phase Vec les orıentations de [’eD0oque.
changer Ia UVLe Europe et au-dela. Les On SY DreoeCUDHALT de questions QquL
membres du Groupe s’engageaıent Dar ınteressaıent beaucoup de ZenNns. les
exemple delegues (1LU.  52 rencontires besoins nersonnels profonds, la
de la ıgue des natıons (7eneve. religieuse, l ınteret DOUT les media, le
Hamöro, qQuLl fut president du parlement chömage et le rearmement.
de Norvege el eUX fOLS president de De diverses manıeres, le Groupe

"assembblee de la Ligue des natıons, etaıt d’Oxford des annees trente prepare Ia
partısan du Groupe. vOLE AUX evolutions du monde
L} Groupe exerce Wn ınfluence evangelıque Europe partır des

consıderable dans les DUYS sSsCcandınaves. annees SO1Xante. ola apparalı DUar
Frederik Ramm, un Journalıste exemple dans spirıtualıte
norvegıen de reputatıon ınternatıionale, charısmatıque, S0ü(  - desır 2uvrer
est DAasse DUr changement profond el seın de dıfferentes denomınatıons,
s’est ensullte ımplıique ans des mobilısatıion de fOUS et promotıon de
MOUVLEMENLTS d’etudıants Norvege, chants
aınsı GUE dans des fforts de Lors une rencontre VISOY 19538
reconcılıatıon entLre la Norvege eft le Buchman ınsısta Su. le caractere
Danemark. Pluszeurs haut responsables ınsuffisant du revell. 77 appela les gens
de l ’E'gl ise Iutherienne etaıent des de dıvers DUYS quı tenaıent ans Ia
partısans du Groupe el SONLT TOUWUVES cathedrale de Cıte ancıenne aller
ALnNSL proches les Ln des autres de [’avanl, DOUF CC Atır Une philosophie

Le Groupe affırme et re-ınterprete les chretienne quı transformera [’Europe z} et
ımplıcatıons, en erme de changement de decouvrır l’experience de Ia CFrOLX. (Jette
manıere de ULUFEe, du Message de Ia experıence faıte, affırma-t-ıl C DVDOLULS He
CoOnversıi0n, de Ia CrOLX. de [’’autorıite de la reculerez devant rıen D

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG In der Mıtte der dreissiger .Jahre fand
eın Grossteiul der evangelıstischenGegenstand dıieses Beıtrags ıst dıe

Oxford Bewegung (später bekannt als Aktiviıtat der Bewegung ınnerhalb
‘Moral Re-Armament‘, ‘moralısche bestehenden denomınatıionellen Lebens ıUn

Europa besonders Ln England,Wıederaufrüstung‘), eın ınformelles Skandınavıen, Deutschland un denevangelıkales Netzwerk, das Lın den
zwanzıger .JJahren Lın England entstand Nıederlanden. Spätestens seıt 19368, als

dıe Gruppe begann, FÜ eıne ‘moralıischeund sıch schnell ın den dreissiıger Jahren Wiederaufrüstung‘ werben (derıIn Europa un anderswo verbreitete. Der
Leıter der Gruppe HNL: Frank Buchman Begrıiff wurde ın dem ahr offiziell
(1878-1961), und dıe Gruppe fühlte sıch übernommen), honzentrierte sıch dıe

Gruppe DFiMar auf dıe Herausforderungdem verpflichtet, IDAasSs Buchman als
'Lebens-Veränderung‘ bezeichnete. Dıie der polıtischen Dıiktatoren Europas
Gruppe IDr eıne mMmisSssiONArısche Natıonalsozıalısmus und Kommunismus

und dıe frühere Identifikation alsBewegung, dıe eiınen zeıtgenössıschen
Ausdruck eıiıner alteren erwecklichen Bewegung für persönlıche Evangelısatıon
Tradıtion darstellte. Der beträchtliche verschwand grösstenteıls Im

Hıntergrund.Einfluss der Oxford Bewegung Lın den Diıeser Beıtrag untersucht dıe Gründedreissiger .Jahren ıst eın Beıspıel dafür,
WLLE die europdısche Christenheit einer FÜr den Erfolg der Oxford Bewegung Lın
Erneuerung iıhrer Mıssıon fäühig Zewesen den dreissiger Jahren. Hs wırd
ıst argumentıert, dass ın Wachstum QUeEr
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durch Europa auf ıhrem Vermögen Frederik Ramm, eın ınternatıional
beruhlte, m1ıt der evangelıkalen Tradıtion, angesehener norwegıscher Journalıst,
MaAWSs der S1Le Ram, verbunden bleiben, erfuhr einschneidende
SOWwLeE diese Tradıtion LIM Lichte der Lebensveränderungen und engagıerte
Moderne bearbeıiten. sıch besonders unter norwegıschen

Wıe Davıd Bebbington gezeıgt hat, Studenten und FÜr dıe Versöhnung
verband dıe ewegung den zwıschen Norwegen und Däünemark.
Evangelıkalısmus miıt dem wachsenden ehrere Leıter der Iutherischen Kırche
Interesse ınterpersonellen unterstutzten dıe ewegung, IWasSs ın
Beziehungen, Ausdruck der eiıgenen engeren Kontakten zwıischen ıhnen
Persönlichkeit, T’herapıe und nıcht- resultierte. Dıie lebensveraändernde
iınstitutionellen Lebensentwürtfen. Botschaft DO  B Umkehr, des Freuzes

CTE, der Autorität der Bıbel und desVon 1920 begann Buchman, seın
Konzept DO  b verändertem Leben ın aktıven Dienstes wurde DO  > der Gruppe
England mzusetizen Er haltte sSpeıiıne gleichzeıtig verteidigt als uch
ersten Kontakte ın England ınterpretiert. Buchman formte dıe

Bewegung bewusst LM Gespräch m1ıt denhonservatıven evangelıkalen Studenten
ın der College-übergreifenden Strömungen der eıt Diıe Gruppe
chrıstlıchen Vereinigung der Unwersıitat befasste sıch mıt Angelegenheıiten, dıe für
Camöbridge. Der Standort wurde nn ııele Menschen DO  S Interesse
ach Oxford verlegt, und se1t 19928 wurde tıefe persönlıche Bedürfnisse, relıgiöse
dıe Bewegung ‘Oxford Group’ genannt Suche, das Interesse Massenmedien,
Dıiıe Bewegung erwies sıch als attraktıv Arbeıtslosigkeit und “‘moralısche
für leitende hırchliche Mıtarbeıiter, Wiederaufrüstung‘. Auf verschıiedene
Akademuiker, Studenten und andere ın Weiıse ahm dıe Oxford ewegung ın den
Oxford un anderswo, dıe angesichts dreissıiger Jahren evangelıkale
mancher Aspekte des bestehenden Entwickilungen ın Europa Lın den
kırchlichen Lebens frustrıert und sechzıger ‚Jahren und darüber hinaus
ach authentischer geistlıcher Erfahrung vorweS. Dies ıst beispielsweise ıUn ıhrer
suchten. charısmaltıschen Spiırıtualıtät, ıhrer

Anfang der dreissıger .Jahre ZaO Adrie Bereıitschaft, ınnerhalb verschiedener
Bewegung Lın Oxfords Colleges FOSSe Denomıuınatıonen arbeıten, iıhrer
Hausfeste. 1933 hkamen 5000 Teilnehmer. Mobilisatıon der La:en und ıhrer
Vıele der Anwesenden sahen ıhre eıt ın Förderung Liedgutes sıchtbar.
Oxford als Vorbereitung für spateres Auf eiınem Hausfest Ln ViıSOy LmMm Jahre
Engagement für ‘Lebens-Veränderung‘ 1938 bestand Buchman darauf, dass
Lın Europa und darüberhinaus. Erweckung nıcht sel Er forderte
Gruppenmitglıieder beispielsweise eilnehmer CELZS verschiedenen Ländern
unter den Delegierten hei T’reffen der hei einer Versammlung ın der Kathedrale
L1ga der Natıonen ın Genf aktıv. dieser alten Hansestadt heraus, ‘“ eine
Hambro, Präsıdent des norwegiıschen christliche Philosophıe entwerfen, dıe
Parlamentes und zweımal Präsident der Europa bewegen wırd, und dıe
Versammlung der Liga der Natıonen, Erfahrung des Teuzez entdecken.
unterstutzte dıe Gruppe. Das Leben ıUn Mıt dıieser Erfahrung, Buchman,
Shandınavıen wurde UVOnN der Gruppe ın ‘werdet ın heıner Schwierigkeit
nıcht unwesentlichem Masse beeinflusst. ausweıchen.

On December 1933 the London Evenıng the floor of the House alıke ! T’he subject
of the meeting Was the INECSSaSsCc of theStandard reported unusual meet-

ıng held ın the House of Commons 1ın Lon- (OQxford Group (later known Moral Re
don which had attracted INallıy MPs mament), informal evangeliıcal net-
that ıt had ‘ emptied smokıng an work whiıich had emerged ın England In
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the and whiıich spread rapıdly devotional gathering of about 9,000 EVall-

throughout Kurope an elsewhere In the gelicals which W as held annually ın the
T’he maın speaker behalf of the Englısh ake Dıistrict, hopıng LO meel

Group Was arl Johan Hambro, Presı- ever, Baptıst internatıionalıst who
dent of the Norwegıan Parlıament an Was ONe of the Conventijon’s maın speak-
twıce President of the League f Natıions ers Discovering ever W as not there.,
Assembly. T’hree months earliıer, Buchman rather disconsolately entered
speakıng LO audıence ın Geneva, local chapel where he heard ‚Jessie Penn-
Hambro had announced that he believed Lewiıs, powerful personalıty assoclated
the visıon of the Group’s leader, Frank ıth the Welsh KReviıval, speakıng the
Buchman (15/5-1961), for hat subject of the Buchman had hat
Buchman termed 'lıfe-changing’, Was he deser1bed poıgnant visıon of the

ımportant than mMoOst of the subjects Orucified’. He later wTrote that the
the agenda of the eague of Natıons. Was an AaW ESOINE an devastatıng CONN-

ambro’s 1e W Was that wWwWe q ]] eed CON- frontation ıth od’s holiness which
SLAN change’, and he beheved the Group breaks but Iso remakes., which condemns
helped LO stimulate such change. Four but Iso cures.’® Buchman’s erucıcentrıic

Waafter the Commons gathering of experıence quıntessentlally
1933 the Group’s magazıne, Rısıng {ıde, evangelıcal.
Was being translated iınto nın Janguages, Bıblieism and actıyısm WerTe Iso fea-
ıth OVeTr ONe and half mıllıon copıes ures of the Group’s operatıons. keport
being sold, maınly In Kurope and Amer- the Group Dy the Soc1i1al an Industrial
1cCH As he surveyed the rel1g10us of Councıl 51 the Church of England’s
the s’ the Journalıst Malcolm Church Assembly noted that wıthın the
Muggerıdge, who kept watch mMOovemen the usSse of Moffat’s modern
European developments, highlighted
Frank Buchman’s notabhle SUCCESS

translatıon of the Bıble W as encouraged.
T’he keport W as unhappy that NO SEr10USs

revivalıst * The (Qxford Group W as m1S- aCccount aAaPPCars LO be taken of er1tical
S1O0NAaTrY movementt. representing COIN- scholarshıp" and that isolated bıblıcal DaSs-
Lemporary expressıon of older WeTIT’e “used Out of ONntLext an ıth
revıvalıst tradıtıion. NECESSALrV reference LO theır orıgınal

1'’he ıimpact made by the an lJegıtimate meanıng'’, but it acknow/l-
Oxford Group ın the 15 example edged that thıs W as not Ur  on
of the WaAY In whıch Christianıty ın "ordiınary' church members.‘ It
Kurope has een capable of renewed m1S- Was often these "ordınary’ members wh
S10N. T’he TrOOLTS of the STOUD WEl e In ma1ın- WEeTe inspıred LO follow Buchman In hıs
SLreAamM evangelıcalısm, that form of Iıfe-changing' 1sSs10n. T’he Group exhı1b-
Christianıty whıiıch, Davıd Bebbington ted determinedly actıvıst spirıtualhas shown., SLreSSEeSsS Conversı1on, the®
the Bıble an actıvıst faıcth. In 1901

ethos ıt. pursued thıs mM1SS10N, urther
express1ıon of ıts evangelıcalısm. In the

Buchman, who Wa Amerıcan m1ıd-1930s g0o0d deal of evangelistic
Lutheran and W as then traınıng for actıvıty took place wıthın exıstıngordaıned MI1NIStTY, attended the North-
fıeld Massachusetts) Student Confer

Kuropean denomiıinational lıfe, especılally
1n Brıtain, Scandınavia, Germany and the

CNHNCE, whiıich wed ıts orıgın LO the Netherlands.® But DYy 1955, when the
AÄAmerıcan evangelıst Moody, known Group began LO call for 'moral
for hıs evangelistic enterprIi1ses In North armament‘ the amne ıt then officlallymerıica an Brıtain. What he exper1- adopted), iıts prımary had
enced al Northfield, Buchman reported, become the challenge of polıtical dicetator-
"completely changed’ him.?” It W as lan sh1ps In Europe Natıonal Socialısm an

heavy ıth evangelıcal CON- Communı1ısm. From the the
vers1io0n1ısm. In 1908 Buchman visıted the Group’s earlıer identification of ıtself
Brıtish Keswiıick Convention, week-long mMmoOovement for personal evangelısm an LO
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extent An of the churches W as confession "sharıng' of SINS an faıl
largely Out of fashion.? UTec>s, and direct. divine guldance whiıich

hıs study examınes the TeaAsons for opened 1Ne dimens1ons of adventur-
the SUCCEesSs of the Oxford Group In the Ou lıving. Buchman’s inıtıal Englısh CON-
S, arguıng that ıts growth through- AaCTts WelI’e ıth conservatıve evangelıcal
OuUTt Kurope stemmed from ıts abılıty LO undergraduates 1n the Cambrıdge (n3-
remaın connected LO the evangelıical tradı- versıty Inter-Collezm1ate Christian Unıion
tıon from which it while Iso adapt- GIGEH) Durıng the early
ing that tradıtıon 1in the lHeht of Buchman Was actıve ıIn Amerıcan college
modernity. 'T’he Group., Davıd but reactıon agaınst hım took
Bebbington has shown, blended evangeli- place 1ın 1926 al Princeton Universıiıty
calısm ıth the STOWINZ interest ınmn hıs pponents alleged that he intruded
exploring inter-personal relatıonsh1ıps,

lated morbıd interest ın sexu al matters
ınto people’s personal Iıves an st1imu-

self-express1ion, therapy and non-ınstitu-
tiıonal modes ÖE Hyn In England, the an thıs led LO the centre of STavıty of
Bloomsbury Group set the DaCcCe In 11U111- the mMmovement shıifting O England.““ BYy
ber of these One (Oxford Group the followıng VOdT the ‘Fırst Century
member explicıtly took the theme of hrıst]ıan Fellowship/’, Buchman
modernıiıty, Sayıng ‘We ATre oderns’.* termed ıt 9Ll that tıme, W as fiırmly based In
The Group’s self-consciously progressıve UOxford, an from 1928 the mMmovement W as

spirıtualıty represented attempt LO called the (Oxford Group.
understan an communıcate Chrıstijan T’he Fırst Century Fellowshıp W as,
experıence ıIn terms of the contemporary Buchman had asserted In 1922 protest
ontext hus it had ıts early focus In agaınst °commıttee1ızed and ıfeless Chrı1s-
Vxford: O67 students who prızed tıan work?. * As such ıt appealed LO SUOINE

Free Church eaders wh WT' frustratedthemselves being thoroughly contem-
DOFarYy ın theır outlook. L# sed the Dy aspeCcts of exıstıng church ıfe and WeI'tC
Keswiıck holiness network an other lookıng for renewal. In Oxford theologıcal
inter-denominational bodies, but cırcles., for example, Nathanıel Micklem,
reshaped tradıtiıonal emphases. Group princıpal of Congregationalısm s
members made SEITENUOUS attempts LO Mansfield College, and SOINEOTNE who Was
resonate ıth inter-war socjetal changes. deeply concerned about the church In
Fınally, the Group Was abhle adjust LO Kurope, followed the Group’s actıyıtlıes
dıifferent eXpress1ons of church ıfe ıIn ıth interest. In 1939 he commented that
Kurope. As early 1021 Buchman had while he admıred the Group’s ‘apostolic
the impressıon that (30d W as g0o1INg LO use fervour’ he wondered ıf it generated real
hım LO 'remake the world 'T’he Group’s of G0d 16 After attendıing OIl Group
visıon W as of engagıng ıth and then meeting In 19395, however, he went far
changıng the QWOCclo-cultural envıronment LO SaVv “"T’here W dads the alr of Pentecost
of the ınter-war per10d through the trans- about it 714 T’here W as wıde agreement
formatıon of indıvıiduals. that informal Group meetings, ıth theır

testımon1eSs, fellowshiıp an DrFrayvyer, WEeTlIT'e
Oxford Connections contemporary vers10ns of Methodism’s

class meetings.“ best-sellıng book
I W as from 1992() that Buchman began LO about the Group Dy Jjournalıst, Rus-
put hıs CONCepL of changed lıves iınto sell. For Sınners Only (1952) spoke about
actıon ıIn England At thıs early STa the Group actıvıtles developıng an STOWINS
eruc]1a|l elements ın Buchman’s approach In Germany, Swıtzerland an Holland,
LO the reshapıng of evangelıcal spırıtual- el] elsewhere In the world Group
ıty Ca  - be traced: lıfe-changıng al ind1- members, saıd Russell, 'were urgıng
vidual level:; the bulldıng of OPDEN Christrans; congregatıons an clergy
relatıonshıps wıthın eams; communıty alıke, LO expel S1ıN from theır mı1dst, the
of people surrendered entirely LO God; Apostles dıd LOO, stressing the eed LO
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surrender entirely LO (A902 When 1600 Buchman SOIMNECOTNE wh fostered
people attending Group meetıing packed deeper Chrıstjan unity: Buchmani’s
the Town Hall In Bournemouth, England, visıon Was calculated LO appeal LO those
In 1936, Comparısons WerTrTe being made lookıng for relevant approach LO Chris-
ıth the ımpact of ‚JJohn Wesley and t1ıan wıtness.
George Whıiıtefield who 1Iso Came Although Buchman attracted SOIMNE

together inıtlally In UOxford, members known (Oxford academıc L1gures, hıs
of the ‘Holy I1ub’ It 1S sıgnıficant, how- ogreatest SUCCESS Was ıth the unıversıty’s
CVECI; that the central eature of the undergraduates. Loudon Hamilton, fOr-
Bournemouth even W as nOot preaching INner Aarlııy officer. who Was the Fellow-
but Was personal testımonYy firom twenty- sh1p first student ConNnvert 1ın (Oxford an
four) Group members “* Older evangelıs- wh travelled ıth Buchman ıIn Kurope,
t1ıCc approaches WeTITe being adapted LO recalled that undergraduates would
modern ontext u for hours LO obtaın Interview

Group influence N progressıve wıth Buchman *“ Hamıiılton hımself had
(Oxford Anglıcans Was EVen INOTe evıdent. profound influence Erıc Lıiddell, the

Grensted, Chaplaın of Universıiıty COTS Olympic gold medallıst and later
College nd ater professor of the Phıloso- M1SS10NAaTYy In China Liddell deser1bed In
phy of KRelıgıon, wh W as Iso psycholo- 19392 how eight previıousliy, IN CON-
gıst, Was promınent recruıt In the m1ıd- versatıon ıth Hamilton, hıs heart had

an W as LO remaın heavıly involved ‘hburned wıthın him  22l (One {lamboyant
In the Group for decade. He Dave talks (OQxford student, Marıe Clarkson, Was LYP-

the psychology of lıfe-changing an 1cal of those LO whom the Group proved
Chrıstijan experience.“ Grensted sed iırresıstıble. She deser1bed how che had
depth psychology framework for hıs revelled In drıving spectacular SPOTTS Cars
thınkıng. lan Thornhıill, chaplaın of and frequenting cocktaıl partıes The
Hertford College, Oxford, deseribed Group’s freshness, however,. had made
Group gatherings In Oxford havıng her feel °dulll a! dissıpated’ that che
theır a1m b buıld 111e world’. They DSaVeE her lıfe LO Chrst: 25 T’he Group Iso
combıned ' iıntense spıirıtual traınıng' ıth attracted students ıth INOTe SEr10USs
' complete iınformalıtyD' Thornhıill inclination, such ‚.JTohn Morrison, who
became Jeadıng Group spokesman an had tudıed theology at New College,
actıvıst, emphasısıng that personal Kdınburgh, and In Germany under arl
knowledge of Chrıst* I. Randall +  surrender entirely to God’.'* When 1,600  Buchman as someone who fostered  people attending a Group meeting packed  deeper Christian unity.” Buchman’s  the Town Hall in Bournemouth, England,  vision was calculated to appeal to those  in 1936, comparisons were being made  looking for a relevant approach to Chris-  with the impact of John Wesley and  tian witness.  George Whitefield - who also came  Although Buchman attracted some  together initially in Oxford, as members  known Oxford academic figures, his  of the ‘Holy Club’. It is significant, how-  greatest success was with the university’s  ever, that the central feature of the  undergraduates. Loudon Hamilton, a for-  Bournemouth event was not preaching  mer army officer, who was the Fellow-  but was personal testimony from (twenty-  ship’s first student convert in Oxford and  four) Group members.“” Older evangelis-  who travelled with Buchman in Europe,  tic approaches were being adapted to a  recalled that undergraduates would  modern context.  queue for hours to obtain an interview  Group influence among progressive  with Buchman.*“ Hamilton himself had a  Oxford Anglicans was even more evident.  profound influence on Eric Liddell, the  L. W. Grensted, Chaplain of University  Scots Olympic gold medallist and later a  College and later professor of the Philoso-  missionary in China. Liddell described in  phy of Religion, who was also a psycholo-  1932 how eight years previously, in a con-  gist, was a prominent recruit in the mid-  versation with Hamilton, his heart had  1920s and was to remain heavily involved  ‘burned within him’.”” One flamboyant  in the Group for a decade. He gave talks  Oxford student, Marie Clarkson, was typ-  on the psychology of life-changing and  ical of those to whom the Group proved  Christian experience.“' Grensted used  irresistible. She described how she had  depth psychology as a framework for his  revelled in driving spectacular sports cars  thinking. Alan Thornhill, chaplain of  and frequenting cocktail parties. The  Hertford College, Oxford, described  Group’s freshness, however, had made  Group gatherings in Oxford as having as  her feel so ‘dull and dissipated’ that she  their aim ‘to build a new world’. They  gave her life to Christ.” The Group also  combined ‘intense spiritual training’ with  attracted students with a more serious  ‘complete  informality  222  .  Thornhill  inclination, such as John Morrison, who  became a leading Group spokesman and  had studied theology at New College,  activist, emphasising that ‘a personal  Edinburgh, and in Germany under Karl  knowledge of Christ ... is to be put to work  Barth and Rudolf Bultmann: In ome  for others’.”® Another Oxford college  Oxford college a sweepstake was held as  chaplain, Geoffrey Allen, at Lincoln Col-  to who would be the next student to be  lege, who later became bishop of Derby,  ‘changed’.* The contrast with more tradi-  was impressed by an occasion in autumn  tional evangelism was marked.  1926 when Buchman drew together his  The Group’s practice of openly sharing  Oxford circle and ‘shared with them his  personal failures in group settings. was  guidance’ about the effect he believed  part of its commitment to freedom and to  they could have.“ The Group believed  deeper inter-personal relationships. It  that such guided ‘thoughts’, to which con-  also proved highly controversial, with sex  siderable significance was attached,  being the main problem. In 1928, writing  should be written down and put into prac-  in the Daily Express about what was tak-  tice. I£t was in the same year that  ing place in Oxford, the British MP and  Buchman, at the invitation of Archbishop  Journalist Tom Driberg first highlighted  Nathan Soderblom of Uppsala, Sweden,  what (he claimed) a college head had  who was one of the pioneers of the ecu-  described as ‘morbid sensualism mas-  menical movement and who worked  querading under the guise of religion’,  closely with Anglican leaders, attended  and which Driberg saw as crude invasions  the opening session of the League of  of physical and spiritual privacy.“ T. R.  Nations in Geneva. Soderblom saw  Glover, a Baptist layman and Public  176 EvuroJTh 9:215 LO be put LO work Barth and Rudolf Bultmann. In OIl
for others’.® Another Oxford college Oxford college sweepstake Was held
chaplaın, Geoffrey Allen, al Lincoln CGol- LO who would be the ext student LO be
lege, who later became bıshop of Derby, ‘changed’.“* The CoOontras ıth INOTEe tradı-
Was ıimpressed DYy 0OCcasıon INn autumn tional evangelısm Was marked.
19926 when Buchman TEW together hıs 4'He Group’s practice of openly sharıng
(Oxford ciırcle an “shared ıth them hıs personal faılures In STOUD settings: W as
guldance’ about the effect he bel1ieved part of ıts commıtment LO Teedom AF LO
they could ave  24 'T’he Group beheved deeper ınter-personal relationships. it
that such guı1ded 'thoughts’, LO whiıich COINl- Iso proved hıghly controversl]al, ıth SC X
siıderable sıgnıfıcance Wa attached, being the maın problem. In 1928, wrıting
should be wrıtten OWN an put into PFaCl- in the Daiıly Express about hat W as
tıce. {t4 W ds 1n the sSamne YCal that Ing place In UOxford, the British an
Buchman. aTl the iınvıtatıon ofArchbiıshop Journalıst Tom Driberg first hıghlighted
Nathan Soderblom of Uppsala., Sweden, hat (he claımed) college head had
who W as OIl of the pıoneers of the ECU- deser1bed '"morbıd sensualısm I1as-
menıcal mMOovement an who worked queradıng under the oulse of relıg10n/,
closely ıth Anglıcan leaders, attended an which Driberg sa W erude INvasıons
the openıng sSesSssS10N of the eague of of physıcal an spirıtual Dr1vacy.“”
Natıons 1n (Jeneva. Soderblom Sa Glover, Baptıst lJayman arı Publıiec
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the ogrowth of the Group At tiıme whenOrator of Cambrıdge Universıity, Al
though Group sympathıser, bel1ieved much Kuropean church lıfe W as flaggıng,
that Buchman over-emphasised sexual ere W as expressıon of contemporary
matters.“ In the face of erıt1c1sms OVer 1sSs10n.
sexual SINS being shared ıIn the Group’s
conferences ‘'house-partıies’ (a term New Evangelıical Inıtiatives
whiıich W as deliberately non-relig10us),
BRBuchman claımed 1ın 1930 that 16 15 the T’he Group sought LO ase ıtself PrINCI-
rarest thıng In the world for iırrelevant ples derıved irom older evangelicalısm
oolısh talk LO hbe heard such OCCa- while ensurıng theır modern acceptabilıty
s10NS).}  Z One Group upporter, Leslıe 1n order LO make m1ıssıon effectıve
Weatherhead, the highly popular author Convers1ionıism underwent erucı1al
an mınıster of the City Temple, London, reshapıng. In 1921 urray Webb-Peploe

and Godfrey Buxton, both from leadıngadmıtted In July 1932 that al OI recent
house-party he had encountered ‘rather Anglican evangelıcal famılıes ıth
morbıid display of mınds preoccupled ıth Keswick Conventıon connect1lons, spen
sexu al temptations’.”” Nathanıiel Mick- three months ıth Buchman In merıca
lem, wrıting LWO weeks ater, had simply arı WeTIe impressed by hıs n_
found the even boring.“” tional evangelism.”‘ The Group’s aSS0OC1LA-

In the early Oxford’s colleges t1ıon ıth Keswick, Davıd Belden
became the setting for VEILY large Group shows, W as LO large extent wriıitten Out of
house-partıes, aine which Was retaıned later Group historiography. Yet it W as

EVEeN when the S1ze öf the gatherings Keswick speakers such ever,
meant that the orıgınal of intımacy ell M1SS10NAary statesman such
had SUONE In 1931 about 700 Groupers .JJohn Maott an outstandıng lecturers
filled the three women’s colleges 1n such Henry Wright of ale an eNTYy

Drummond of Edinburgh, who influenced()xford. 4W later huge SUMMMeEer
event W as convened, agaın In Oxford, Buchman’s ıdeas about persona|l w1ıt-
ıth 5,000 people attending. Many of ness.°® Buchman’s emphasıs, lıke that of
those present econsıdered that theır tıme Drummond, Was the relevance LO the
1n (Q)xford raıned them for engagemen ın Contemporary setting. (Older evangeliıcal
lıfe-changıng 1n Kurope and beyond. anguage such ‘Are VoOu agved”?’ Was

Group members WEeTe actıve In 1933 rejected by the Group. Instead, converts
AX the delegates LO meetings of the spoke of discover1ıng the ‘adventure an
eague of Natıons ın (jeneva. At the end LTOINAaNCE which looked for ın
of 1933 ave SCcEI, ONM of the days : Churches WEeTe fıred DYy the 1919

League’s moOost promınent f1gures, MO0d. Howard Kose, evangelıcal Anglı-
Hambro, W as OIl of several speakers Ca  - clergyman deeply affected by the
assoclated ıth the Group who addressed Group, moved In 1932 from Oxford LO

Christ Chuürch, enge, IN south-east Lon-OVeLr OI  D hundred Brıtish MPs.® In 1954,
Hambro an hıs wıfe organısed the first don, determıined LO c<Show hıs N1e parısh
Group house-party In Norway, an ın the that the Group W as relevant. In August
Samlle Vcar Streeter, respected New 1933 KRose WTOLE In hıs parısh newsletter

about hıs v1lsıon of (30d speakıng directlyTestamen scholar and provost of
Queen s College, Oxford, who had through spirıtual receı1ving SeTt ın
interest ın the place of intuıtion an of ome ıIn OUTr parısh). By autumn of the FOl-
divine guldance, CaImnle LO SEeEe the Group lowıng Vecar he could report that INalıy
offering spirıtual hope for Kurope. He wh had drifted from faıth WEeI'C 110 ]Jo1N-
told audience In the ()xford Town all Ing Chrıst Chürch. findıng there NECeW

4A()that he W as assoclatıng hımself ıth the realıty and ]JOV
movement.* 'T ’he INan y soc1lal and theo- (Conversıon Was SECI1 ıracle ıIn
logical connectlons which Oxford offered whıch Derson W as transformed and
ensured that ıt W as ertile seed-bed for through whıch he csh found Ne
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personal|l potentıal being realısed. An Buchman asserted that 1t Was personal
example Was Fredrik kamm, Norwegıan experJıence of the atonement, not theory
Journalıst ıth internatıional reputa- about 1t, whiıich the Group Was commıt-
t1ıon. Ramm had represented the world’s karı * hus for the Group it W as possible

Amundsen’s flıght aCTOSs the for Chrıstians who took dıfferent theolog-
North Pole In aiırshıp. In 1934 Hambro 1cal posıtıons OVer the interpretatıon of
invıted Ramm LO house-party al the LO experıence unıty an O
Hosbjor., and Ramm Was travellıng LO CNSAaASC In m1ıssıon together. In Norway
the mountaın OLe where the gathering there WeTrTe consıderabhle theological Lten-
Was LO take place he enquired, ıth eV1- S10NS between ıberals and conservatıves
dent CYNICISM, hat Was gSo1INg LO happen. wıthın the Lutheran Church ın the S,
‘Mıracles’, hıs enthusıastıc Group COIN- but the influence of the Group helped LO
panıons replied, and you/’1l be OI O bring eAasSuUurTre of 1ın the MIG-
them’ ater Ramm spoke of how, al that One of those affected bDy the Group
house-party, ‘the 1C@e In heart melted W as Eıyınd Berggrav, who represented
and Ne an unknown feelıng began LO the INOTE ıberal theologıcal tradıtion. By
STOW He apologısed LO Group members the en of the decade berggrav, by then
that hıs OpıNıoN of hımself had een LOO the Bıshop of Oslo, W as makıng COINIMMNON

bıg ‘Not LOO b12% W as the FresSPONsSEC, °toO ıth Professor ()le Hallesby, the
emall.’ hıs W as clear change of empha- leader of the conservatıve evangeliıcals ıin
S1S when compared SOINE tradıtıonal Norway. T’he COomM1nNg together through
evangelıcal thınkıng about prıde, the Group, aa1d Biıshop Arne Fjellbu of
although Group members argued that the TITrondheım In 1945 W as essent1al
perspectıve that Was being talked about foundatıon for the unıted wıtness o1ven
Was divıine rather than human OI
Buchman encouraged Ramm LO SEE hıs

Dy the Norwegılan church during the Nazı
OCCUDALION.

potentıal for achjeving change In Norway Many of those wh: WT attracted LO
an Ramm became partıcularly involved the Group espoused posıtıon the
ın IMOvements n Norweglan - authority of the Bıble which stressed ıts
dents ell In eruclal owards practical relevance. WFor SOINE it W as ıke
reconcıhatıon between Norway and Den- nNne keformatıon, indeed bıshop
mark VTr fishıing riıghts. Prevıously Berggrav commented: at 1S5 110 hap-
Ramm had bıtterly opposed Denmark’s penıng ın Norway 1S the bıggest spirıtual
claıms. At the Norwegıan natıonal ST11- mMmoOovemen SINCE the Reformation. *® What
dents’ conference of 1935 the noted the Group offered Was approach LO the
that ‘the (Oxford spırıt' Was dominant. * bıblıcal Lext that maJored ıts spırıtual

The Group both asserted an re-ınter- sıgnıf1cance. In 19395, when Buchman V1IS-
preted the lıfe-changıing relevance of the ted (jeneva and spoke al Iluncheon for
INECSSaSC of the CrOSS of OChrıst. Buchman 500 QgueStSs hosted Dy Edvard Benes, Pres-
sSummMed hıs experJı1ence In 1908 al ident of Czechlosovakıla and Presıdent of
Keswick ıth the words of evangelıcal the eage of Natıons Assembly that VCar,
hymn AT the Cross, ql the Cross, where ere Was comment the Group’s uUuse of

178 Sa the lıght' and he wrote LO the Bıble The Group W as SPSEeIIN aCccept-
‚JessiE Penn-Lewiıs In 1920 LO Sa Y that he Ing the challenge of the Sermon the
seldom spoke al meetings wıthout I1NeN- Mount an seeking LO SsSCce€e the effect of the
tıonıng that event ““ Jul1an Thornton- Word In persona|l an publıc lıfe As
Duesbery, wh later became princıpal of Theophiıl SpoerT1, professor of French and
the evangelıcal Anglıcan Wycliffe Hall, talıan Lıterature al Zurich Universıity,
Oxford, gaıned ‘'apprehensıon of hat put it. Buchman’s readıng of LexTt such
Christ dıd Calvary’ al house-party.““ Ephesıians Verses an 21 trans-
Replyıing ıIn 1933 LO erıt1ic1sms that the formed ıt into 'somethıng MOVINSg, MOVINZS
Group had een MOVINg AaWAVYV from tradı- INOTeEe and INOTEe urgently owards the ONeEe
tional teachıng the atonement, poın the overflowıing abundance of
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ıth the currents of the tıme. 'T’he MOSTod’s effectıve actıon, beyond al the
bounds of Ou. understandıng and long- notable achıevement of the Group had
ing  P For the Group the authority of the always een ıts abılıty LO adapt LO chang-
Bıble Was not LO be defined In erms of iIng cultural ontext. One observer, MarJo-
theologıcal proposıtions. Rather the Bıble rıe Harrıson, voıced the wıdespread belief
Was understood offerıng direect gu1ld- that the Group’s promıses of JOYV and
NCe LO an yONEC wh sought help ıth the thrills fascınated post-War generatıon,
everyday dec1isions which WEeTITe NECESSaAFYV lonely In the mı1ıdst of crowds, hungry 1ın
In contemporary lıfe the m1ıdst of plenty, ıth neıther STan-

Frank Buchman and hıs colleagues dards 1OTr stabhle background)’.°“ The
Were IN marked by energetic evangelıcal attentıon o1ven LO themes connected ıth
actıyısm. Buchman’s visıon Was always of overcomıng sexual temptatıon W as

actıve church. In address In Zurich ave SEEI example of the Group’s
determınatıon LO face the 1sSsSsues of theIn Oetober 1959, which formed the celiımax

of vısıt ın which Buchman had spoken al tıme, although Beverley Nıchols, British
INanıVy busıness an governmental p- Journalıst and sought-after Group
t10Ns, Buchman set. out agenda for speaker 1ın the mı1d-1930s, complained
Swiıtzerland. E Ü  > SC the Church In that ‘the rea| stu{f, Ia an naked’ W as

Switzerland/’, he announced, In such not publıcly shared. He recalled that
that che sends Out mı1ıssıon LO when pımply INa  - had deser1ibed

Chriıstians In Man y lands (:  — SE SWI1ISS 10 ON house-party sensatıons he had felt
busiıness INe  H showıing the eaders of the durıng vısıt LO the Fohes Bergeres,
world’s how faıth In (30d 15 the Buchman had FÜ bell an stopped
only securıty. Ca SEeE SWI1ISS tatesmen hım Yet the focus frank revelatıons
demonstratıng that divine guldance 1S the about personal longings and faılures,

whıch represented thoroughly modernonly practical politics. ’“ few months
l\ater Buchman consıdered that hıs v1isıon instinct, W as integral LO the Group’s
for Kurope mobilised for spirıtual actıon SUCcCCcCess
Was being fulfilled Twenty-five thousand The Group Iso mırrored the fascına-
people gathered ın the Brıtish Industries tıon In the per10d ıth the paranormal.
aır building, Bırmiıngham, the largest ere WelI’e INalıy stOrl1es of Buchman’s
covered hall In Europe. There WelIe COI- S0oINE, seemiıingly for TecasOQOll, the
ıngents from thirty-fıve countrıes, 1ve rıght place al the rıght tıme, of hıs abıl-
hundred from Holland alone. nterna- 1L y LO discern the thoughts of others, and
tional sportspersons speakıng about ıfe- of hıs knowı1ng events elsewhere hat
changıng included MarjJorıe Saunders, would transpıre ın the future.?* nLeres
who had played hockey for England, an ın the supernatural diımens1ıon of lıfe
Henry Poulson, Scottish rugby and DaAaVC the Group ready audıence.

Healıng, LOO, Wa explaıned by theericket international. Broadcastıng irom
England ın ugus 1936 Buchman asked Group 1n WaY whıch capıtalısed the
hıs listeners LO plıcture the astTt Bırming- rapıdly STOWINZ held, inıtlally specılal-
ham audience respondıng LO INOTeE than ıst OIl but increasıngly pıcked Dy
thousand people from Ian y soc]ıety al large, of psycho-analysıs and
natıons, ‘marchıng together 1n 111e psychology.”” There WEeTITe reports wıthın
enlistment).  D AI Actıve eNgaAgeEmMeEN In the Group of inner healıng of sexual
bringing about change W as paramount. complexes, healıng of relatıonsh1ıps an

EVEeN physıcal healıngs. Grensted,
Soc1ıal and Political Dimensions of whose interest In thıs Tea W as consıder-
1ss1ıon able, deser1ibed CAase Iın whıich ubercu-

lar destructıon of person’s lung,
What Was Iso evıdent Dy the mıd-1930s clearly shown by XÄ-Tay, cleared
Was that Buchman W as consclously shap- wıthın month.°* He argued that
ng hıs movement that i resonated Prayvyel, psychotherapy and drugs WEeTe
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a |] WaYs by which od’s love could Cure eross-denominational basıs. Jaeger,
physıcal an emotijonal disorders ° The wh: entered Baptıst MINISETTY, W as
claım Was being made that the exper1- LO devote much of hıs ıfe LO the labour
ENCE of surrender explaıned Dy the movement throughout the world.® 111
Group offered direect. experıence of (300 Rowell, wh Was LO represent 290,000
arr resulted In personal wholeness. unemployed people In 1936 18 the Trades

T’he increasıng interest In INass medıia Unıion Congress, Wa ON O7 those
W as another eature exploıited Dy the recruıted DYy member of Jaeger’s Leam
Group. odern methods of COMMUNICA- who W as hımself the SOM of DeeL It
tıon WerTe sed LO spread the Group’s INes- appeared that through the efforts of
SaSC Ivan Menzı1es, performer ıth the Group members such Jaeger
D’Oyly artie COMDAaNY, became actıve an INe  — from al sections of inter-war
Group member and began LO investigate socıety Were beginnıng LO be affected.
communiıcatıng Christianiıty through Increasıngly, ıth the iıdea of sOC1a] LEVO-
drama.°® At OIl Sunday mornıng servıce, Iution ıIn the alr, Buchman SAa W the Group
held In heatre 1ın UOxford, Groupers revolutıon almed al bringing In Ne
c<showed film.? One British Journalıst, s0C1al order.
Hugh Redwood, deputy edıtor ofthe News T'he ıdea began LO CINECTISC of mobilısıng
Chronicle, W as ON of number of JOUFr- al internatıional spirıtual aAarINY, Group
nalısts ACTOSS Kurope attracted DYy the manıfesto speakıng of fiıghting greater
Group 'T’he British medıa had f1eld day War than anı y known before ©! Political
In 1937 however, when, al Foyle’s 1It- f1gures could be utilised. The influence of

Lunch featurıng Group apologısts. supportıve figures such arl ‚.JJohan
argare Rawlıngs, actress, DPDI’O- Hambro. ın England SIr Lynden
nounced LO the audıence of 2,900 that Macassey, Leader of the Parlıamentary

of nes soul In public Was 1ıke Bar, and Ernest Brown (a Baptıst), who
undressing IN Piccadıllv T’he Group WAas Was Mınıster of Labour. Was sıgnıfıcant62
defended DYy ıts supporters In Scandına- Buchman’s frequent vısıts LO Germany In
vla, ell 1n Brıtain by Wılson Carlıle, the per10d 1n whiıich Nazı influence W as
the ounder of the Church Army. STOWINS included meeting IN 1939 ıth
Although the statemen by Rawlıngs 15() church eaders al Bad Homburg In
embarrassed the Group, her perspectıve the Sarine yCar body called the ‘(german
could be SPEEIN logıical extensıon of the Christians’ W as organısed by the Nazıs
Group’s desıire LO connect ıth world an 0)]81 bıshop from the (;erman Chris-
that 1n theincreasıngly revelled t1ans. after attending the 1933 Oxford
sensatıional. house-party. preached agaınst the expul-

T’here Was, however, sombre S10N öf Jewısh hrıstlans from the
aspect the soc]ety of the S, ıth churches. He eft the (German Christlans.
eCOoNOMI1C depression an rısıng NeM- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, part of the (ON-
ployment eature of the l1ves of INalıy fessing Church that opposed Hıtler, dep-
communıiıtıies. The Group trıed LO address recated the Group’s efforts LO gaın
the sıtuatıon of those who found theır WaY hearıng ıIn Nazı cırcles, efforts that In aAllYy

Case faijled. ° Buchman’s ontact ıthof ıfe collapsıng. In order LO tackle thıs
1SSUe, George Light, chaırman of the Germany hıghlighted for hım the 1MpOor-
Unemployed orkers’ Assocıatıiıon of Lance ofhat he called ‘spirıtual dicetator-
Warwickshire, In Kngland, W as sed sh1p’. The Group began LO Aarranse arge
promınent speaker al Group events In and assemblıes, the largest,
Brıtain. He Iso spoke LO workers and ave SCECHI, attractıng LO Bırming-
intellectuals 1ın enmark . In the later ham for even deser1ibed ”"EnisSt-

student for the Baptıst mıinıstry ment In the mora|l equivalent of War9 6

al kegent  S ark College, 111 Jaeger, led Buchman incurred SCVEeTe CENSUTe for hıs
eams of Groupers who worked 1ın DOOTF apparen apprecılatıon, In hat W as DE -

In the ast End of London, often Ö haps throwaway comment, ät Hıtler’s
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role possıble bulwark agaınst (Com Lıke Man Yy of the eaders of spirıtual
munı1ısm.°° There Was certaınly anı Y renewal from the S, the Group’s lead-
COININON ground between the Group an ers wanted LO work wıthın exıstıng
Fasc1sm. An Central Securıty Office denomiınatı]ons. Lord Salısbury, Leader of
document of 1936 Sa 1n the Group the House of Lords and SEN1OT Conser-
‘ dangerous opponen for National Soc1lal- vatıve, W as Group sympathıiser, and
15Sm  ? 66 By 1938 Buchman’s belıef ın (30d- encouraged (Cosmo Lang, Archbishop of
control, and hıs sensıtıvıty LO polıtical Canterbury, LO favour the Group.“ On
developments, had led LO 1L1EW thought Oetober 1933 congregatıon of 6,000
‘Brıtain and the world must e-a INOT- filled St Paul’s Cathedral for SErVICE 1ın
aly’l The early evangelistic outlook that whiıich the bishop of London,
marked the Group DSaVEC WaY LO INOTe Wınnington-Ingram, used speclally COIN-

general campaıgn for Moral Re- estructed lıturgy LO authorıise 500 ıfe-
Armament. changers for 1ss1ıon in London.” Four

(erman Church eaders attended thıs
Renewal and Revival and ONe of them brought back

the Nazı Biıshop Hossenfelder LO London
In number of WaYs, however, the (Oxford LO meet Buchman and LO seek improve
Group In the antıcıpated evangelli- the ımage of the (1erman Churebh.
cal developments ın Kurope In the Hossenfelder reported back that he dıd
and subsequently. Group behef In fresh not understand yall they kept sayıng
operatıons of the Holy Spiırıt 1ın human about change‘:” Norway an Fiınland,
experıence, Davıd Bebbıngton 9 through Lutheran Church leaders, CXDEC-
antıcıpated the influentıjal charısmatic rienced the ıimpact of the Group
renewal movement of the 1960<.° 'T’he natıonal lıfe In the m1ıd-1930s In sl0 the
SWwI1SS theologıan mı1 Brunner fre- notable Lutheran cholar Sıigmund
quently spoke of hıs debt LO the Group Mowinckel DaAVC SUppOrT LO the Group. UD
and suggested that 1t offered form of LO people attended Group meet-
'renewal* ’We All Need Constant Change’: The Oxford Group and Mission in Europe in the 1930s *  role as a possible bulwark against Com-  Like many of the leaders of spiritual  munism.“ There was certainly never any  renewal from the 1960s, the Group’s lead-  common ground between the Group and  ers wanted to work within existing  Fascism. An SS Central Security Office  denominations. Lord Salisbury, Leader of  document of 1936 saw in the Group a  the House of Lords and a senior Conser-  ‘dangerous opponent for National Social-  vative, was a Group sympathiser, and  ism’.° By 1938 Buchman’s belief in God-  encouraged Cosmo Lang, Archbishop of  control, and his sensitivity to political  Canterbury, to favour the Group.‘“ On 7  developments, had led to a new thought:  October 1933 a congregation of over 6,000  ‘Britain and the world must re-arm mor-  filled St Paul’s Cathedral for a service in  ally.’°” The early evangelistic outlook that  which the bishop of London, AuF.  marked the Group gave way to a more  Winnington-Ingram, used a specially con-  general  campaign for Moral  Re-  structed liturgy to authorise 500 life-  Armament.  changers for mission in London.” Four  German Church leaders attended this  Renewal and Revival  ceremony and one of them brought back  the Nazi Bishop Hossenfelder to London  In a number of ways, however, the Oxford  to meet Buchman and to seek to improve  Group in the 1930s anticipated evangeli-  the image of the German Church.  cal developments in Europe in the 1960s  Hossenfelder reported back that he did  and subsequently. Group belief in fresh  not understand ‘all they kept saying  operations of the Holy Spirit in human  about change’.’® Norway and Finland,  experience, David Bebbington argues,  through Lutheran Church leaders, expe-  anticipated the influential charismatic  rienced the impact of the Group on  renewal movement of the 1960s.® The  national life in the mid-1930s. In Oslo the  Swiss theologian Emil Brunner fre-  notable Lutheran scholar Sigmund  quently spoke of his debt to the Group  Mowinckel gave support to the Group. Up  and suggested that it offered a form of  to 14,000 people attended Group meet-  ‘renewal ... by the power of the Holy  ings in this period, and communicants ın  Spirit’.®” The British Methodist leader,  the Oslo diocese grew by nearly a quarter  over the following two years.‘” The Group  W. E. Sangster, agreed, and took strong  objection to Karl Barth’s assertion that  enjoyed widespread acceptance iın part  the Group was destructive of mystery and  because it worked with clerical leaders  spirituality.”” As with the later charis-  and did not seek to create separatist  matic movement, the Group offered a  churches.  In many situations, however, the  stimulus to existing, rather lack-lustre  expressions of religion. Indeed there was  Group was prepared to take advantage of  some continuity of personnel between the  extra-ecclesiastical networks and it was  Group  and  charismatic  renewal.  also committed to the mobilisation of lay  Bebbington notes the example of  people. These were also emphases that  would characterise many more churches  Cuthbert Bardsley, later the bishop of  Coventry.‘ George West, Bishop of Ran-  in Europe in subsequent decades. The  goon, who was drawn into the Group in  Group’s campaign in Denmark in 1935,  1935, also became an ardent charismatic  when team members who had been part  in the 1970s.” John Tyndale-Biscoe,  of a house-party of 10,000 people in  Oxford moved on to Copenhagen, relied  West’s chaplain, was one of a circle of  early  Groupers who subsequently  heavily on international, non-denomina-  embraced charismatic spirituality, and  tional contacts. These were often made  for him the Group exhibited ‘an enthusi-  through the YMCA and also through the  asm, expectancy and unity which we find  Keswick Convention, which had links  in the; Charismatic Renewal.® The  with holiness conventions throughout  Group’s strategy was to promote renewal  Europe. For a week the biggest hall in  that promoted mission.  Copenhagen was filled every night. At an  EuroJTh 9:2 181Dy the of the Holy Ings In thıs per10d, an ecomMmMUNI1ıCANtsS In
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Ver the followıng LWO years.“ 'T’he Groupangster, agreed, anı took strong
objection LO ar| Barth’s assertion that en]oyed wıdesprea| acceptance ın part
the Group Was destructive of mYySterYvy and because i worked ıth clerical eaders
spirıtuality.“ As ıth the later charıs- an dıd not seek LO create separatıst
matıc movement, the Group offered churches.

In Man y sıtuatıons, however, thestimulus LO exısting, rather lack-Iustre
eXpress1o0ns of relıgıon Indeed there Was Group W as prepared LO take advantage of
sOINne continulty of personnel between the extra-ecclesiastical networks and ıt Was

Group and charısmatiıc renewal. Iso commiıitted LO the mobilısatiıon of Jay
Bebbıngton NnOLEeSsS the example 61 people. 'T’hese WelITe Iso emphases that

would characterıise INanıYy INOTe churchesCuthbert Bardsley, later the bıshop of
Coventry.“ George West, Bıshop of Ran- In Kurope ıIn subsequent decades. T’he
S0OON, who W as drawn iınto the Group In Group’s campaıgn ıIn Denmark In 1935.
1930, Iso became ardent charısmatiıc when Lteam members who had een part
ıIn the 1970 .John Tyndale-Biscoe, of house-party of people 1ın

(Oxford moved LO Copenhagen, reliedWest’s chaplaın, Was OIl of ciırcle of
early Groupers who subsequently heavıly international, non-denomiına-
embraced charısmatıc spiırıtualıty, arı tıional contacts These WerTrTe often made
for hım the Group exh1ıbıted an enthus!ı- through the YMCA an Iso through the
AaS expecLancy an unıty whıch find Keswick Convention, whıch had lınks
1n the harısmatıc Renewal’.“® T’he ıth holiness conventıions throughout
Group’s SLrategy Was LO promote renewal Kurope. For week the bıggest hall In
that promoted mı1ıss10n. Copenhagen W as filled nıght At
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all-Scandınavıan demonstration In Ham- authorıtariıanısm of the tıme and Iso
let’s Castle al Elinsore ’ people foreshadowed SOINE of the authorıtarıan
erowded into the castle courtyard. T °’he charısmatic that would CINETSC,
chief edıtor of Dagens Nyheter spoke of for example wıthın Brıtiısh
how q |] AaSCS an classes Were K evangelıicalısm.
sented.‘® An ımportan factor In the Styles of worship wıthın the Group
Group’s advance W as ıts abılıty LO foster WeTIe Iso designed LO CONVEYV INOTeEe mod-
Jay leadership. In Norway the LWO moOost. er 1ıdeas. Complaints ın the Öf lack
outstandıng Group eaders WeTITe probably of hymn-sing1ing al Group meetings ind1-
Ronald Fangen, Presıdent of the Norwe- cate that the Group Was not convınced
g1an Authors’ Assocılatıon, and Fredrik that exıisting hymnody Was culturally rel-
kRamm. In Denmark, In 1938 E11- evant,.“ Neıither W as the spirıtualıty of
known Hıgh Court Advocate, Valdemar the Group sacramental ın the tradıtiıonal
Hvıdt, Was econvınced by the Messasge of churchly Swedish observers spoke
the Group an threw hıs energıes iınto ıts of the experJıence of fellowshıp ıtself being
actıvıtles. Out of the Leam of 7443 whiıich the Sacramen of the Group.“” At large
formed the COTe of the SFrOUD In Denmark, Group events ıIn Scandınavıa tradıtıonal
only eiıght WEeEeTe clergy Buchman hymns such A Mighty Fortress 1S5 OUr

encouraged them LO SeEe ‚Jesus Christ G0d/’, miıght be used. but attentıon Was
the ALLSWEeTr LO human eed an LO o0k for pald LO less famılıar features such

miıghty awakenıng of the lıving Spirıt of visual dısplays and the vibrant ACCOMPDA-
God * Lay an InNne  a WeTITe g1ven nıment ofbugles an drums.® From 1935,
the reedom by the Group LO explore 111e Group members began LO COMHNM1DOSEC theır
WaYyYsSs of spreadıng thıs INESSaSC ACTOSS OW9 the first which Was wrıtten
Kurope. In Denmark In 1935 being the rhythmic

Although the Group seemed LO offer ‘Brıdgebuilders’, composed by George
reedom LO indıvıduals, SOINE observers Fraser., former church organıst ıIn dın
nevertheless detected underlyıng burgh Fraser went LO wriıte Ver 1,000
authorıtarıanısm In ıts operatıons. It Group-produced record, “’he
became the practice that each DErSON wh: Drums of Peace’, which had sophiısticated

i AT]Joıned the Group became subject LO orchestration, sold copıes.
system of detaıled checkıng of guldance sıgnıfıcant house-party at Visby. the
by SOINEOMNE ıIn the Group’s chaın of lead- island of (zottland ın Sweden, In 1938
ership.“” By 1936 Buchmani’s vIeW., which when Buchman spoke progressıin
reflected ldeas of discıplıne becomıing through ‘Revıval) LO °‘Revolution’ an ‘Re
popular ıIn Kurope, W ads that 110-O1Il could nalssance’, specılal collection of I}
be "wholly (GGod-controlled wh works

3 S11
Wa published. oOme 5f these Nn

alone magazıne entıtled Groups, emphasısed the ecreatıon of T1e Nordiece
launched ın 1933 by British Methodist spırıt whiıich could help LO s<olve world
mınıster. Frank kaynor, voıced anxıetles problems.” New hymnody Was LO become
about the system of checking, however, increasıngly popular In INanıy churches
suggesting that personal guldance should from the S, LO large extent through
be gssessed DYy experJıenced clergy rather the charısmatic mMoOovemen
than by ‘ inner STOUD' operatıng, he T’he Vısby house-party Was ıimportan
put it. ıIn Kpıscopal fashıon, fifrom Brown’s because Buchman W as LO insıst INOTeEe an
Hotel ın London, where Buchman often INOTeEe that revıval W as not enough. Durıing
stayed.““ KRaynor W as determiıined LO the Danısh campaıgn In 1935 Buchman
OPPOSE Lyranny an compulsion, havıng clashed ıth those who he sa W promot-
hımself 1N11Ce€e een told Dy the inner ıng ‘over-personal, revıvalıst-type COChris-
Group: ”YX.Ou ave noL checked yOUuUT

3
tıanıty an he Wäas especlally annoyed

guldance 1tn (+0d-control Wa that SOINE local organısed Drayvyer
through guıldance checked Dy the Group. meeting LO which they invıted the
hıs of theWäas ymptom By the later he Wa see1ng
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tradıtional revıyalısm kınd of "SPIF1- relevant LO the SoCc1a|l and polıtical NVI1-
tual deformity’.  ? 59 In SOINeE ofKurope ronment Although Buchman became
the Group did continue LO provıde Inspiıra- WAarYy about ideas of revıval, the Group
tıon for local revıvals. The renewal In presage later mMOovements of renewal.
Howard Rose’s parısh ın Penge, London, Buchman’s ıdeas WeTe always changıng,
for example, attracted attentıion 12 Swe- an the Group’s mı1ıssıon emphases,
den One Swede, rık Palın, visıted Penge clearly evıdent ın the inter-war per10d,
In 1934 and took back LO Sweden v1isıon DaVeE WaY LO wıder moral campaıgn But
of local parısh revıvalısm. Sweden Was LO the spırıtual changes that had een felt In
experJıence the ımpact of the Group much the continued LO ave effect.
INOTe through these kınds ofpersonal CONN- Fredrik Ramm , who had SSEIl hıs ıfe dra-
aCTts and Iso through lıterature than matıcally altered through ontact ıth
through large Group ralhes of the kınd the Group and who Was referred LO Dy
found elsewhere In Kurope. Buchman’s Norway’s forei1gn mınıster nNne of Nor-
call at Vısby In 1938, however, Was of way’s oreatest heroes’), he Was dyıng In
dıfferent order. He challenged people Gestapo prıson during the Second
from Varı0us countrlıes meeting ın the World War sald: e AH earned ıIn the
cathedral of thıs old Hanseatıc cCıty LO look (Oxford Group remaıns Lrue would
forward, LO ‘hbu1ld Chrıstian phiılosophy rather be ıIn prıson ıth (30d than outsıde
that 111 INOVE Kurope’ an LO discover wıthout Hım 7

the experıence of the Wıth thıs
experıence, he asserted, you would nOTt
shrınk from anythıng
Conclusion Evening Standard, December 1938

Lean, Ta Buchman Life London,
1783 216: man, Experimenthıs study has sought LO examıne wWıth (i0d. Frank Buchman Reconsıderedremarkahle movement which emphasısed London, 107the poss1bilıty of lıfe-changıng exper1- Muggerıdge, T’he T’hıirties London,

EINCe The first phase ofthe Oxford Group., 20 For SOTMNE other inter-war
begınnıng In the S, owed oreat deal evangelıcal mMoOovements See kandall,
LO aspects of the evangelıcal tradıtıon In Evangelıcal Experiences: Stu L

mer1ıca an Brıtaimnm Buchman WaSs, how- the Spirıtualıty of Englısh Evangelıcalısm,
S-1 (Carlısle Paternoster Publısh-CVerT, dissatısfied ıth the status QUO, and
Ing,hıs CONCEeETN W as LO promote INCSSaSC Bebbıngton, Evangelıcalısm ıIn Mod-whıich would attract people for whom the

tradıtıonal evangelıcal approach W as
Brıtaiun: Hıstory from Fhe /30s LO Fthe

London, DEiırrelevant. The Group’s ıntftormal an avl Belden, “ ’he ÖOrıgıns and evel-undoctrinal meetıings, house-partıes and opment of the ()xford roup Mora Re-Ar-
larger events, centred inıtlally UOxford., mament)’, Uniıiversıty of (Qxford Phıil
WeIe part of Strategy designed LO adap thesis (1976), 106 grateful LO Ken
evangelıcal mı1ıssıon tO modernity, In Dar'- Belden, member of the TOUD SINCEe the
ticular LO cultural trends In FKurope In the an avl Belden’s father, for hıs

Spiritual experJ]ence ıinvolved 1fe- help
changıng, forgıng deeper relationships, Spoerr1, Dynamıc Out of Sılence 41,0N-

don, DAsharıng an guldance. The ack of theo- kKeport of the Soc1a|l an! Industrial Councıllogıical framework Was SEer10uUs weak- of the Church ssembly, 1953, C1LEe byNESS, but SOINE Kuropean church leaders Drıiberg, The ystery of OTra Re-Arma-
SAa W Iın the Group ContemporarYy, 11O11- men (London, chapter Y 'has
clerical]l form of Christianıty that could book 1S SPCVEeTE crıt1que of the (Oxford
bring together those from dıfferent tradı- Group/Moral Re-Armamen For repIy
tıons. New evangelıcal inıt]atıves WerTrTe SPEE IT’hornton-Duesbery, T’he )nen Se-

CTE of M. London,being taken T’he Group sought LO be
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