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made. ırst, Houtman helpfully places the QULS, dela de l’enseiıgnement des Eerıtures.
instructjions for the ulldıng of the aDer- Stevens utılise modele de acon Fres Crea-
nacle (Exod 5-3 1ın paralle columns ıth t1ve, MALS [u: donne-t-ıl DAasS UunNne place LropP
the actual construction of it, XO 5-40), ımportante Aans ensemble de Ia dıscussıon
thereby allowıng the reader LO SEee the S1M1-
arıtles an dıfferences 1ın the EeXLTtS wıthout

Maıs malgre Ces reserves, c’est livre lire

constantly flıppıng back an or USAMMENFAS
Second, the general tone of the commentary 1S
exegetical an crıtical; ıle theologıcal COIN-

Diese uch präsentiert eın bıiblisches und the
ologısches Argument für dıe Dienstresourcen

ments aAaTe sprinkled throughout, the focus of der ırche für das gesamte olk (jottes. Es ıstthe work 15 not theologıcal er Ir not. gul geschrıieben und spannend lesen. Dasall of the bıblıographical references In thıs AugenmerRk ıeg auf enm Diıenst Lın der Weltvolume AaTe complete, SINCE the full cıtatıon
CHa.  - be ounNn:! 1ın the 1Irs volume. Thıs ın Lurn für das Reich Gottes, nıcht für dıe ırche

Beruf und erufung werden LM ontext desthat 0)]81 wiıll eıther ave LO acquıre esamten Lebens gesehen. Kırchenleitendevolume 0)8[ well, do independent bıblıo0- Mıtarbeiter sınd er dıiejenıgen, dıe dasgraphical research, In order LO make füull use
of ese references. gesamıte olk (jottes urm Diıenst ın der Welt

befähıigen und ausrusten. Dıienst ın der WeltIn Su. thıs work 1S ımportan 1L10N ıst Diıenst für das e1C (Jottes, eın Dienst,an contrıbution LO research 1ın Kxodus, an der ın der Schöpfung wurzelt Un DO  — eiınerll doubt become well-worn volume for
OSe involved In the study of that book praktıschen T’heologıe untermauert wird, ber

Jay Sklar mıt eıner strengen theologıschen Methode,
dıe DO 2anzen 'olk (iottes ın Besıt  <  —heltenham, England mMe  B werden mul Das uch ıst systematısch
Un bıblısch, ber meıne Bedenken beziehen
sıch auf dıe Betonung der re DO.  - der
Perichorese. Diıiese odell der Beziehungen

EuroJTh 2001) 1071 8285 ( ınnerhalb der el geht meıiıner Ansıcht
ach ber dıe Schriıft hinaus. Stevens benutzt

T’he Abaolıtıiıon ofthe Laıty Vocatıon, das odell schr Rreatıv, ber hat nıcht
Work and Mınıstry ıN Bıblıcal einen bedeutungsvollen Stellenwert InNNer-

halb des Gesamtarguments? Trot diesesPerspective Vorbehaltes ıst das uch allerdıngs eınaul Stevens lesenswertes!arlısle Paternoster Press, 1999, V11 289
pb., ISBN 0-85364-9892-() Paul Stevens has one the Church great

SEerVvıce ın wrıtiıng thıs book 'Thıs 15 r1g0r0uSs
RESUME defence an modern restatement of the doc-
Ce livre en Vec des arguments bıblıques trıne of the priıesthood ofal] belhlevers wıth the

wondertfully arresting “ ’he Abolıtion ofet theologıiques le pnoint de UU selon lequel les
mınısteres de ‘Eglıse appartıennent en- the La1ıty Throughout thıs study the author
emble du peuple de Dıeu. est hıen eerıt et TNgs ogether scrı1pture an theology LO
passıonNNAant Iıre. Il Concentre SUu le Ser- demonstrate the doctrinal basıs of hıs thesıs
ULCE ans le monde DOUFr le Royaume et NO  . He CeNSASECS wıth Church hıstory, an wıth
DOUF ‘Eglıse. Il consıdere << Ia vocatıon et ap- denomiınatıonal practıces LO explaın an CY1-
pel z} Aans le OntexXte du reste de Ia vIE. Les ıque the STAiLe of the contemporary church
responsables d’Eglıse SONT ONC Ce qul QUA- In doimng thıs he reveals the ep of the prob-
liıfıent et equıpent le peuple de Dıeu DOUF le lem oday We AaTe shown the extent of c  cler-
sSeruvuıLce ans le monde. Servır ans le monde, 1cahısatıon’ an ıts concomıtant church-cen-
c’est servır le Royaume A s’agıt  F d’un seruLce tred ecclesiolog1ies. We ATe presented ıth
enracıne ans Ia ecreatıon et etaye DAr UuUnNne portraıt of church trapped ınto the Se-

theologıe pratıque riıgoureuse d’un point de YyUENCECS of ıts history, where the creatıon of
UU methodologique, quı o1t etre Ia propriete power-centred structures places church above
et l’activuite du peuple de Dıieu. Iivre est SYS- ngdom, an! where church elıtes struggle LO
tematıque el b16lıque m. seul preoccupatıon TrTea free from elr cCorporate soclalısatıon
vıent de ’insıstance de ’auteur SU Ia doc into the prıyvleges of offıce.
trıne de la < perichorese S} Cette description The book 1S structure ın Tee sect1ons,
des relations seın de la dıivınıte v  ‘9 INn ( People wıthout ergy al1tY, (2)

EuroJTh 10:1



Book Reviews

Summoned an! qu1ı1ppe: by (God an (3) For etaphors of leadershıp 1n both testaments
the Lıfe OT Sectjion R 1ın three chap- an unıquely revealed 1n the Person of ‚Jesus.
ters, qsserits the New Testament doctrine of 'T’hıs people 1S equıppe an sent, ınto the
the people (laos) of God Thıs 1s doctrine WOT. LO engage an grapple wıth the POWEIS
devo1d of notions of clergy aıty unless through preachıng, discıpleship, PpPrayver an
OoSse terms ATe applıed LO all members of martyrdom. In order LO be such people the
the amıly of the church Stevens asserits that church needs LO ‘)ıve theologıcally' the subject
thıs 1S ‘a-clericalısm—one people wıthout. cdıs- of the book’s epılogue The people of (G(10d eed
tiınction eXcept ın function, people that Lran- orthodoxy (truthful lıyıng), orthopraxy (a ıfe
scends cleri1calısm' (pPPp UE [Er 15 thıs 012a of go0d works) an orthopathyv (a passıonate,
people of (s0d that theology 1S OL, for an nformed heart) ıf they ATeEe LO SETVE (G0od an
‘by” If theology 15 'af’ the ole people of (0d hıs WOT. effectıvely an (G0d desires.
ıt wıll DO beyond clericalısm, ıf it 15 tor the Stevens 1S aler to the eed LO make doc-
ole people of God ıt 111 always be applıed trıne an eccles10logy bıblıcally ase theo-
theology an ıf ıt, 1S ‘by' the ole people logıcal endeavours an he 1S largely SUCCESS-
of God ıt ll transcend academıc bounda- ful My ONle maJor er1t1ic1sm, however, 1S the
r1es Thus In the church the theologıcal task sStress g1ven LO the doctrine of perıchoresı1s.
demands ‘Reiınventing aılty an ergy (ch The applıcatıon of thıs ıdea 1S oroug. an
Z to create hat 1ın chapter 15 delineated reveals the WaVYV 1ın 1C theology Ca be ng-

‘One God—One People 9 academıc an applıed! But LO hat
Section Iso contaıns Tee chapters an extent 155 thıs doctrine bıblical? It certaı  V

explores crıtically the development ofnotions takes bıblical hıints, but then evelops them
of Christian call an vocatıon. Stevens anal- into somewhat systematıc doectrine of the
VSCS ese CONCEPTS ın the Ontext of both nature of (God an the WaYV ın 1C the INeMN-
bıblical testaments He ınvestigates vocatıon ers of the Godhead relate LO each er
wıthin doectrinal framework of creatıon:; thıs In o1ng ıt TUuNSs the rısk of SOI beyond
TOOLTS the oncept of call ın daily hlıfe an the 1D11Ca record. Iso ntrıgued by
work. The realm of the world 1S the the WaVYV 1ın 1C the Eastern churches,
of work an ServıcCe. 'To be ou the work where thıs doctrine 1S ofprofoun: ımportance,
of God ın the WOT. 1S trinıtarlıan actıvıty ave developed hıerarchiıcal an ontologıc
Stevens outlines structure of work which understandıng of mınıstry
includes ‘Father work—stewardshıp  9 ‘Son 'Thıs book 15 deliıght to read, ıt, rediscov-
work—Kingdom mıinıstry’ an Spırı work— ers ıth excıtiıng freshness an vıtalıty
gıftedness an empowerment. The work of the mınıster1al basıs of the people of as
(30d the Holy rınıty becomes the v1isıon whole; ıt. places the Kıngdom not the church
an definıtion of the work of the people of al ıts centre; 1t, marshals 1D11cCa evıdence
(God 1n the WOT. Thiıs 15 urther developed an theologıcal reflection, both hıstorıical an
by Stevens wıth reference LO the Eastern contemporarYy, 1ın the SEerVICEe of ıts entral
churches’ understandıng of ‘perıchoresıs’. thesıs; ıt focuses the offıce and the play-
Stevens SayYsS "’here W as m1inıstry before groun rather than the pulpıt an the DCW
ere Was WOor. mıinıstry 1ın the eing of Stevens thus creates tour-de-force for the
God Thıs mutual interanımatiıon, ınterpene- abolition of the aıty It 15 Iso realıstıie ou
tratıon, ındwellıng, Covenan loyalty an oth- the vested ınterests that mi1ılıtaAtiLe agaınst anı y
erıng 15 the MULUU Servıice rendered1n ystematıc applıcatıon of ıts remedies. T'hıs
(+0d/’ (p 141) Stevens uses the appadocıan book 185 revolutionary, but the Kıngdom and
athers an .John Zızi1oulas ancıent and the Church eed thıs kınd of revolution. Why?

Because the WOT. needs bıblical churchmodern exponents of ese CoONcepts.
Stevens 15 not however, agaınst leadershıp TEeE: LO be the people of God 1ın the WOTrT.

In the church But ıt. 15 Ways leadershıp T’hıs 1S tımely book As churches ın the
desıgned LO enable the ole people of west, struggle ıth the decline ın the S1ZEe
LO be equ1ıpped LO ın church an world of eır mınısterlal’ resOUTrCEeS, an develop
They AT not professional class, they do noOot. 1915  S WaYsS ofgeneratıng INOTE ordaıned clergy,
hold office, rather they ave role an they eed LO learn the entral thesıs of thıs
perform funection. Stevens denıl1es an Y ONTO- work: Abolish the Laıty
og1C basıs for church leadership. TeW West

In Section Stevens presents wıth heltenham, Kngland
pıcture of serving church prophets, prıests
an kıngs ın the WOTr. reflecting the 1D11cCa
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