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@ Signs Wonders In The Early Aatnolıc
Church 90)-451 Their Implications For The
Twenty-First Century

e Zeichen- und- - Wunder-inde Fruhenkathelischen
Kırche-und-iıhreImplrkation für den

A  D Sıgnes eeft miıracles ans l’Eglıse-catholique--
UNCILENNE, eft leur ımplıications pour le sıccle

W ıge COotLlan heltenham England

SAMMENFASSUNG zeıgen daß erstien Jahrhundert
nde zukommem dıe geıstlıche

Der Artıkel fordert dıe Meınung der (iaben hbıs Zl Konzıl DO  _ Chalkedon
Fundamentalıisten und Evangelıkalen 451 und danach bezeugt wurden
heraus dıe argumentıeren ach Wegen der beschränkten Bandbreıite der

dıeses Artıkels würde e1N selektıiverWarfıeld daß dıe (1aben des HI (Jeistes
Aur evıdent wäahrend der Herausgehensweise benutzt Begınnend
apostlısche Zeıtspanne das apostlısche m1t einıgen allgemeınen Bemerkungen
Kerygma untermauern Dıiıese Posıtıon Taufe HI (7eıst würde Heılung,
wırd allgemeın als cCessatıonısm Exorcismus und (7aben des iSsens

mMLL einıigen Detaiıl beachtet Derbezeichnet und drängt darauf, daß als dıe
apostolısche Kırche etablıert Was nıcht Schlußfolgerung zıcht dıe Relevanz der
langer mehr eLNe Bedürfnıs für Zeıchen frühen hatholıschen Ausübung der
und Wunder gab und daß SLE deshalb geıstlıchen ((aben für das charısmatısche
ausgestorben sınd Der Artıkel scheınt Chrıstentum des Z Jahrhunderts heraus

ESUME spırıtuels SONT manıfestes dela de
la fın du Premmier sıecle econcıle

Cet artıcle OPPDOSE de UUE de de Chalcedoine 451 et Ierne plus
Certaıns fondamentalıstes et-evangelıques tard TL’auteur demeure selectıf dans la
QUL “hnstar de Warfıeld econsıderent presentatıon des donnees DOUF DAaS
QUEC les ONS mıraculeux de l’Esprıt Taıent LrOPD allonger. I1 DAr certaınes

l’enpoque apostolıque et avaıent consıderations generales SUur le bapteme
DOUFr fonction attester 1 uthenticıte de Ia ans l’Esprit DOUF Iıntferesser ensulte
predıcatıon apostolıque Selon de (1UL.  2 ONS de ‘9 PEXOrcLSMe eT de
UUEe generalement cCessationısme CONNALSSANLCE Dans conclusıon 117 fıre
>} les SIENES et mıracles ONT pius des lecons de laede ’Eglıse

AUCUNe FaALson Lire UnNnNe fOLS catholıque DOUr la branche
l’enseiıgnement apostolıque ıen etablı et charısmatıque du chrıstianısme du
ıls ONnTt ONC dısparu L2 present artıcle sıecle
ente cContraıre de Ontrer GUE les OoNnSs

In ‚John chapter the apostle hıs discıples that the works that He dıd
states that ‚Jesus dıd Man y other SI8NS
whiıich he wasn’t able LO include hıs

they would Iso be able LO do an greater
because he Was LO the Father ‚John

gospel He 1Iso records ‚Jesus PTFOMMISEC LO turn the of the
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book of cts and the New Testament Jät- °countertfeıt mıracles’. Warfield found only
ters thıs 1S 1n fact hat find cts ratiıonalıstie explanatıons for the UurTr-

records, °‘Now Man y S1gENS and W O1I1- of contemporary physıcal healings
ers WeTe one the people by the NnRoman Catholıics, faıth-healers and
hands of the Apostles.’ In Corinthjians Chrıistian Scientists.
chapter aul tells the church, Warfıield argued that SINCE the world
“T’he thıings that mark Apostle S1ZNS, had receıved the ‘ complete revelatıon of
wonders and miracles WEeTe one G0d g1ven In Christ’ through the aPOS-
VOu ıth great perseverance.’ Generally tles the added test1monYy of mıracles Was

speakıng "S1ZNS and wonders’ refer LO longer needed’.1! Warfield, uth-
the INOTe supernatura oıfts of the Holy Ve  } has demonstrated, faıled LO take Ser1-
Spirıt, 1n partıcular, healıngs, EeX0OrCc1ISmMsS OUS Cognısance of those of SCYT1D-

ture which teach the continuatıon of thean knowledge an prophetic g1ıfts
There 1S of COUTSE@ large sectiıon T the charısmata.?® Such include those

Chrnistian Church which takes the V1eW the sıghted 1ın the first paragraph of thıs artı-
these 'S1ZENS an wonders’ wWerTe generated cle an Romans 13 whiıich uth-
DYy the Spiırıt 81 (+0d sımply LO reinforce Vel states could hardly be INOTeEe clearly

antı-cessationıist).®the preachıng and teachıng of the Apos-
tles They WeTe the works gıven tO authen- the cessationıst V1ECeW WAas Correct, it
tıcate the words of the apostolıc COININU- would be the Case that all the g1ifts of the
nıty who had SEEeN the rısen Christ, een Holy Spirıt had ceased LO function Iın the
commı1ss10ned by hım and g1ven the SDC- early Church, al the ve latest Dy 150
c1al enablıng of the-Holy Spirıt LO- By that tiıme nOot only had the Apostles
ber all that he had sa1ıld and one When long SINCEe died but mMoOst of O0OSeEe who had
however all the Apostles had d1ed these een taught Dy them had Iso COINE LO the
g1fts WerTe brought LO en ome SaV thıs en of theır days. The V1CeW of Man y people
happened abruptly: others AaTrTe of the V1eW 1S that thıs 1S 1n fact vVer V far from being
that it W as gradual PFOCeSS OVeTr long- the Case and that there 15 plenty of EeV1-
ısh per10 One wrıter suggested ıt WAas dence of the experıence of baptısm In the
bıt lıke the gradual wıthdrawal of horse- Holy Spiırıt and the usSe of spırıtua. gıfts
drawn vehıcles from the roads and theır 1ın the early Catholiec Church rıght OWN
replacement DYy petrol OWEeTrT, ıt WAas PTFOC- LO the great ecumenı1cal Church Councıl of
eESsSSs that took ONe Lwo generatıons LO 451 and beyond.
Complete. hıs disappearance of the g1fts hıs artıcle examınes SOINE of the faırly
of the Holy, whether T 1S held LO be Ssud- full ev1idence that both Baptısm In the Holy
den gradual, 1S5 referred LO ‘“Cessation- Spiırıt and "S1ENS and wonders’ WeTe clearly
15 the ‘“Cessationıist’ VIECEW. Many CES- 1ın evidence 1ın the lıfe an worshıp of the
satıonısts Justify thıs oOpınıon from Cor- early Christian church durıng the first 1ve
inthlans 10, ‘When perfection’ centurıles. Inevıtably however the present
the imperfect disappears.’ The ‘perfection’ constraınts of ave demanded
which Was TO COMMeEe 1S taken to be The Scr1p- selective use of abundance of SOUTCeEe
tures’ an °the ımperfect which would dıs- mater1al.
apPear 1S the spirıtual ıfts about which
aul has een speakıng 1ın Corinthlans Experliences of the Holy Spirıtchapters and

The cessatıionıst. V1eW 1S endorsed by mıiıl1- It 18 clear that there WerTe numbers of indı1-
hons of evangelıcals and partıcularly fun- viduals and congregatıons ın thıs earlydamentalısts 1n orth America. Hor the catholiec per10d who experıenced the HolymaJor1ty of them Warfield’s statement Spiırıt 1ın WAaYS which WEeTeEe obvıously S1MmM1-
ofthıs posıtıon 1s definıtiıve. arftıeld urged lar LO the CCUTITENCE of the day of Pen-
that hat the Christian church has wıt- LeCcost 1ın cts chapter Z 1n Samarıa ın
nessed SINCE the New Testament era 1S cts chapter 3, the house of Cornelius
not the gifts of the Holy Spirıt but rather 1ın cets chapter the Ephesian
156 EuroJTh 10:2
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Church eaders ın Acts chapter Among who ATe baptısed ave hands laıd them
an that thıs 1S one °to invıte an wel-the earlıest of such testımonYy AT the WTI1L-

iIngs of Clement who Was bıshop of Rome COTINE the Holy Spırıt' At ONeE point ın the
about 100 He wrote In hıs letter LO narratıve Tertullian specıfıcally addresses
the Corinthılans, of the church the body those who AT about LO be baptısed and
preserved ın Christ ‚Jesus’. He went LO thıs 1S5 hat he SaVvYS

urge that ‘esach put hımself LO the SeErVvICce Therefore, yYou blessed ONeSs, for whom theofhıs ne1ghbour hıs partıcular gift cha-
r1sma) dietates’.* Ignatıus who WAas bıshop of God 15 waıtıng, when Vou COINE

of Antioch 1n the second decade of the SEC- from the MOST. sacred bath of the L1Ee

bırth, when Vou spread out VOUr an forON CENTUFY wrote ONe 0Occasıon LO Poly- the 1Irs tiıme 1ın VOUur Mother’s house 11.eCa for invısıble thıngs that VOU
IMNaYy lack nothıng anı abound ıth all SDIT- the hurch| wıth Vour rethren, ask VOUTr
iıtual gifts’.?° Father, ask VOUr Lord, for the specılal

gıift of hıs inherıtance, the distrıbution ofJustin Martyr (c.110-165 Was orn of
g1ifts, which form addıtional, underly-parents but converted LO Chnst

when he Was about thırty of ag He ing eature |1of aptısm Ask an VOou

taught students 1n several ımportant cıtles recejive.‘
1ın the Roman kEmpıre includıng Ephesus It 1S5 clear that Tertullian expected NEW
and Rome ıtself where he opened Chrıs- hrıstlans LO be baptısed 1n water and 1n
tıan School. In hıs Dialogue ıth Irypho, the Holy Spırıt al the SAarmne point ıIn tiıme.
he wrote about the gıfts of the Spirıt 1n
the churches ıth which he Was famıhar.

There’s suggestion that confirmatıon
the COMINg of the Holy Spirıt wouldn’t

He noted that the gıfts of the Holy Spirıt, happen until friendly bıshop clad 1n DUF-
including eXorcCc1sm, WeTITe wıdely 1n us:!  D ple arrıved the SOIl later.

For OINle recelves the spırı of understand- 'hıs procedure of ep1ıscopal confirmatıons,
ing, another counsel, another of healıng, accordıng LO Jerome, dıdn’t take place untiıl
another of trength, another of foreknow/l- after Constantıine’s conversıon when, for

polıtical reasonNs, the wanted LOedge, another of eachıng anı another of
the fear of G0d T’he prophetic Ifts remaın gıve bıshops 1INOTeEe secular an spırıtual
wıth us LO the present tıme. Kor SOINeEe

|behevers do certaınly cast out eviıls, Eusebius, the personal friend of the
that ose who ave thus een cleansed Roman Emperor, Constantıine, an bıshop
from evıl spırıts do frequently both beheve of Caesarea, wrote hıs Hıstory ofthe Chrıs
an ]Jo1n the church Others ave know/l- tıan Church 1ın AD eginnıng aT the
edge of thıngs LO COINEC, they SEE V1ls]ıons an book of cts an workıng through LO hıs

OW. day. Although he sometımes quoteser prophetic expressions.®
Justin’s comment that the eEXxOrc1sSmM of hıs SOUT’CEeSs from9hıs work 1S SCH-

erally acknowledged LO be substantıallyunbelievers Was frequent CCUTITENC an rehable. In book he commented the
ın SOINE led LO cConversıon 1Ss S18N1- revıvalıstıc Montanıst movement 1n Asıa
cant. It contrasts sharply wıth contemDpo-
raPentecostal and harısmatıc churches Mınor. In doing S he Iso mentioned that

where much of the focus has een the gıfts of the Holy Spirıt WeTiTe 1ın EV1-
dence 1ın ml number of other Churches of

the exorcısm of members of the belıeving whıich he had knowledge. hıs 1S hat he
communıty. Tertullıan (c.160-225) Was wrotechurch leader ın the orthAfrıcan CIty of

‚Just then the Montanus 1ın Phry-Carthage Before he ]Joıned the Montanıst
Sect about the VCcar 202 he wrote book, gıa Was spreadıng ıts ıdea of prophecy
probably 1ın about 190, entitled On Bap Man y for the 1Irs tıme
tısm. In it he outlınes hOow the churches ere WeTeEe still INan y er marvellous

works of the ıfts of eing onNne 1n dıf-1n North Afrıca had long carrıecd Out theır
baptısm SErVICES. He mentıions that those ferent churches LO that tiıme which gave
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rıse LO the belhef INan y that, ese Spirıt touches the Spirıt changes.'* ‘Great,
INne Iso WerTe prophets.® omn1ıpotent and admirable’, he continued,
While Kuseblilus 1ın thıs pasSsage 15 INOTe

18 the Holy Spiırıt 1ın the gifts Although he
preoccuplıed wıth the g1ıfts and works ofthe wrote aTt tiıme Just after Constantine the

Great had een converted LO ChristianityHoly Spiırıt, Hılary (c.319-367), who WAas an the church Was beginning LO becomeAth CENTUrYy bıshop of Poitiers 1ın Gaul,
deser1bes the experıence ıtself. He wrıtes: clericısed, he did not restrict the its LO
‘We who ave een reborn through the SaC-

those who had een ordaıned. He W as ada-
mant that ‘Hermits, vIrgıns and al therament of baptısm experıence intense JOV laıty ave these gıfts of the Spirıt’ Follow-(maxımum gaudiıum) when feel wıthın ıng the apostle aul ıIn Corinthlans chapn-the first. stiırrıng ofthe Holy Spirıt. 'hıs

emphasıs experıence 1S somethıing that ter 3, Cyril urged the Christians
Hılary felt LO be partıcularly ımportant. ıIn hıs pastoral CATre LO reCelve the gıft

of prophecy’.* Cyril’s last instruection LOIn another pıece of wrıtiıng he declared, hıs baptısmal candıdates Was *G pPrepare'among there 1S ONe who, firom tıme VOUr souls for the reception of the heavenlyLO tiıme 0es NOTt feel the gıft of the STAaCEe
of the SDIrNE. * Elsewhere, Hılary mentı]ons in

oth Basıl of Caesarea (c.330-379) anthe ıits of the Holy Spirıt that thıs CXDC- Gregory of Nazıanzus —- who WeTermence ‘We begin he SaVS, E promınent bıshops 1ın Asıa Mınor, Isoave insıght into the myster1es of faıth, expecte that charısmatic gıfts would be
AT e able LO prophesy an LO speak ıth

wısdom. We become steadfast 1n hope and kıck-started at the tıme when NEW hrıs-
tians WeTe baptısed 1n water and handsrecCcelve the g1its of healıng 714 WEeTeEe laıd them ıth Praver for theHılary WTOTLEe these tracts ear the en reception of the Holy Spirıt Gregory ofof hıs lıfe about 360 an clear

hıs baptısm and early experıence of the Nyssa (c.3931-399),; Basıl’s VOuNnNgSser brother,
fıllıng of the Holy Spirıt st111 moved hım

wrote bıography of Gregory the Wonder
Worker, thırd CENTUFrY orth AfrıcanIn the SaIine pıece from whıich ave Christian. In chapter he commentedJust quoted, he g0O€eS LO underlıne the that ONe of Gregory’s great marvels WAasımportance of fully usıng the gıfts, which

the ord 91 VeSs “T’hese g1ıfts he wrote,
that he accomplıshed hıs Man y healıng
miracles wıthout an Y specılal fuss). In other°“enter gentle raın. Little by hıttle they words, tOo quote INOTe recent wrıter, heear frut.’ !® Clearly Hılary antıcıpated dıd the supernatural, naturally. Agaın, hethat healıng, evangelısm and other gıfts wrote, ‘but for the delıiverance fifrom demons

STeW 1ın Chrıistian people they developed
the faıth and courage LO reach Out. and UusSe

and the CUTe of bodiıly Ils the breath from
hıs mouth Was sufficient.’!‘ In the follow-them Hıs advıce, g1ven In hıs Tract the ıng chapter, Gregory ofNyssa further COIN-TIrınıty WAaSs, ‘Let make uUuse of such SCH- mented, “To 9O through In order al] theSMeS marvels worked DYy hım would requıreCyriul (c.315-387) who WAas bıshop of Jeru- long book ’

salem 1n the later of the fourth CeN- Before these kınds of testimonYy tO the
LUTY, WAas ımportant leader 1ın the Holy continuance of the gıfts of the Holy SpirıtCIty an wrTrote great deal, including SOTINE wıthın the early Catholic Church becomes
sıgnıfıcant pleces the Holy Commun-
10 He thought of the Chrıistian Church 1n

LOO drawn out, ıt 1S perhaps apposıte LO
conclude ıth reference tOo ON  D of OUT OW)

Jerusalem, indeed all others, STLANd- countrymen Patrıck-Was Eng-Ing In charısmatic SUCCESSION, history ıshman who WAas captured 1ın raıd and
of the Spiırıt whiıich Ta  e rıght back LO Moses. taken to reland slave for S1X He
Cyril gave Sser1es of twenty-three lectures then escaped LO aul where he raıned
to those who Were preparıng for baptısm. monk. He eventually CAame back X90 KEng-In ONe of them he stated that the Spirıt 1s land from where he Was sent out LO take

1E W kınd of water’ and that hat the the gospel LO reland. Towards the end of
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hıs lıfe Patrıck wrote hıs Confession. In it an The practice 1ın the ımper1al CIty
he SaVvysS WAas certaınly affırmed DYy (Quadratus, OIl

of the earhest Christian apologısts. HeHe who WAäants LO Ca aug an Jeer, but wrote 1ın 125 that In Rome the worksnot keep sılent 1Or keep hıdden the
S1ZNS an wonders 1C ave een shown of the Savlour continued LO hıs tıme and

that the of people In the churchLO by the Lord before they took place, who had een healed left questionHe knows a ]] thıngs before the WOrT. LO the realıty of physıcal healing.“ Ter-began. *® tullıan, the North Afrıcan church leader,
In the seventh CeNtury Muirchu wrote explicıtly identified people he personally
bıography of Patrıck. ccordıng LO hım, NECW of ın the late thırd century who had

the evangelıst of the Irısh raısed INa  - DYy een healed. He testifi1ed LO elr great
the amnlle of Macula from the dead?9 and number and the wıde of physıcal
wıthın hours he Was 1ın g0o0d shape. On and mental ıllnesses he had sSeen cured.**
another 0CCas1lon, Patrıck brought INa  . Elsewhere he stated that °the ord could,
called Dare and hıs horse back LO lıfe by an sometıimes dıd, recal|l men’s souls tO
sprinklıng holy water them As result theır bodies’ meanıng that SOTNE indıyıdu-

als WEeTe raısed from the dead.*>ofthıs miracle Dare DaVEC Patrıck Tea of
land which the CIty of Armagh Was ater Perhaps the mMoOst ınteresting discus-
ounded.*! In urther incıdent, Patrıck S10N of healıng the ante-Nıcene
Iso cursed field belonging to evıl INa  > Fathers 1S found 1ın the wrıtiıngs of Irenaeus
by the amlnle of Mudebrod. According LO - who Was promınent church
Muirchu, ıt W as still sandy and infertile leader at Lyons ın central aul He wrote
hundred later. book entitled Agaınst Heresıes at SOINE

These general introductory commMmMents poınt between 1892 and 188 One of hıs
make f sufficıently clear that the "S1ENS MOST. tellıng contentions agaınst the ere-
and wonders’, that 1S the INOTeEe mıraculous tıcs Was that theyv WeTe not. able TO IN-

spırıtual gifts, dıdn 't SIımply cdıe aWAV ıth plısh the mıracles of healıng which the
the passıng of the apostolıc age Rather, Chrıistlans WeTre ahble LO perform. They dıd
they continued through the early CEN- not ave ACCESS to the of (G0d an
turıes and WEeTe st1l] clearly ın eviıdence at could not heal Irenaeus gave examples of
the tıme when the great Councıl of hal- almost the SAarmne of healıngs that
cedon met 1ın 451 LO fiirm that ‚Jesus AT found 1n the Gospels and cts takıng
Was both fully (G0d and fully human 1ın hıs place 1ın the Churches that he NEeW. All
ONe DEerSON. Havıng establiıshed thıs fact kınds of bodily infırmıty anı Man y dıffer-

AT e NO  < 1ın better posıtıon LO EXAa1N- enNnt diseases had een cured. He had SEEN
1n 1n lıttle INOTeEe detaıl three specıfic the damage one from external accıdents
aspeCcts of the Holy Spiırıt’s work 1n thıs repalıred an EVEeN deser1bed the ralsıng of
per10d: namely, healıng and wholeness, the dead.?*6
ontfhet ıth the demonıc an prophetic It clear that Irenaeus’
anı knowledge gıfts readers wWerTe ell of these miıiracles

of healıng SINCE numbers of them had
Healıng and Wholeness een converted result. Interestingly,

Irenaeus mentıions that Christians dıdn’t
One of the earhest pleces of wrıtiıng after charge an V fee for healıng, Was the CUS-
the New Testament documents WEeTI e COIN- Lom 1ın the celebrated temples of
pleted Was The Shepherd. rıtten by Her- healıng ın Kpıdaurus an Pergamum.
INas, church leader ın the cCıty of Rome lıttle later ın the followıng CENTUFTY,
about 130 AD, ıt makes interesting ref- Örıgen 3-2 became the head of
ETEINNCE LO those who dıd not undertake LO Chrıistian School which had een get.
relleve illness and distress In the hrıs- 1n the Cıty of Alexandrnıa. Origen WAas
tıan Way’.*“ “CThe Christian Way ve lıkely gl Bıble scholar an the first. INa  a LO
referred LO Drayver and the layıng of wrıte commentarıes books of the Bıble
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In the vear 2458, shortly before he dıed, Or1- Hıppolytus Iso tells that ıt Was the
SCHN wrote dıfferent kınd of book entitled custom of the Church 1ın Rome LO officlally
Agaınst Celsus. ıke Irenaeus’s book, thıs recogn1ıse an commM1ss1ıo0oNnN those who had
Was defence of Chrıistianıty wrıtten LO the gıft OT healıng. In hıs, The Apostolıc
1Mpress barbarıans an other unbelievers. Tradıtıon, he wrote: IIan yvone SaVs, -ı ave
He poiınted Out. that Greeks and barbarıans rece1ved the gıft ofhealıng”, hands shall be
who Camne LO belleve 1ın Jesus Chriıst WEeTe laıd uDOI hım: the deed shall make manı-
able LO perform ‘amazıng cures’ by invok- fest ıf he speaks the truth.’®0 Interestingly,
ıng the ame of ‚Jesus. thıs means’, he Hıppolytus stressed the ıimportance which
wrote, we ave SEEIN Man y PerSONS freed the Church 1n Rome attached LO the bıshop
irom ST1eVOUS calamıties, an from distrac- church leader visıtıng those who AT
tıons of mınd, and madness, and countless unwell. Visıts by the bıshop, he wrote, are
other ılls, which could be cured neıther by great thıng for the SıcCk INnan He
InNenNn NOr devıls.’?‘ In ONe place he added from hıs disease when bıshop
that demons WeTe sometı1mes drıyen EVen LO hım, partıcularly ıf he Over
Out. of the bodies of anımals, which could hım. 1
Iso suffer 1NJUrYV inflicted them by evıl Gregory of Nazıanzus an Basıl of Cap-
spırıts'. padocıa both make mentıon of healıng

One of those who CaiIne LO study under 1n theır wrıtiıngs. GregorYy, for example,
Orıgen when he moved ifrom Alexandrıa deseribed the healıng of hıs sıster, (+Ee0Y-
LO Caesarea WAas Gregory Thaumaturgos gina He reported her illness burnıing
(c.210-c275) Gregory Was student 1ın Cae- fever alternatıng ıth per10ds ofdeath-lıke

from 233-.9038 After completing hıs COIa It continued despite Man y Pravers
studıes, he returned ome tO Pontus, 1n an INalıy vısıts LO physıclans. hen 1n des-
Asıa Miınor, an there he engaged 1n full- peratıon ın the mıddle of nıg che went
tiıme Chrıistian work for bıshop Phaıdmus. ınto the church bulldıng an took SOMME of
ater he WAas made bıshop of New Cae- the reserved sacrament In her hand, knelt

Gregory of yssa that OoOWN an clung tO the altar. She er1ed
when Thaumaturgos first entered that CIty Out that she would hold LO the altar
‘the COININON people, and children, untiıl| che Was healed At the Samne time che
swarmed around hım and SOINE whose bod- rubbed SOTINE of the preCc10us Sacramen
1es WeTe plagued DYy afflıctiıon and he Was her body. At last che WAas healed.* Later O:
1n theır mı1dst, sharıng by the of when Gregory Was promote TtO be bıshop
the Spiırıt 1n accord ıth eed of each In of Constantinople, Sosomen, the Church
the cCrowd, proclaımıng, discern1ıng, direct- hıstori1an, reported that 1ın hıs Cathedral
Ing, teachıng, healing”.*$ 'The onder Work- Church Tthe of (10d Was manıfested,
ers LO heal, saıd hıs bıographer, Was and Was helpful for the rehef of Man y
known throughout the reg10n. diseases and for those afflıcted by SOMME

Hıppolytus 236), early theolog1an transmutatıon 1ın theır affaırs.° Gregory’s
1n the church aTt Kome, gave SOTINE detaıls brother, Basıl, wrote that the ord °some-
1n hıs wrıtings of church SETrVICES 1n the times secretly and wıthout visıble
CIty about the Vear 215 He ment.oned when he Judges thıs mode of Treat-
that 011 Was kept LO hand that the siıck ment beneficıal for OUur souls; and agaıln He
who Came LO the Lord’s Supper could be wiılls that use maternal remedies for OUTr
anoınted and prayed for. The 011 Was COIN- materı1al ills.’$*4
secrated 1n the SaInlle general INanner ‚.John Chrysostom (c.347-407), nıcknamed
the bread and wıne.’ The mınıster pres1ıd- ‘golden mouth‘’ because ofhıs gıfted preach-
Ing prayed that ‘sanctifyıng thıs o1l, G0d, Ing, WAas made bıshop of Constantinople 1ın
whereby Vou dıd anoınt Kıngs, priests and 398 Hıs ollect for STraCcCe Ca  5 be found qTt
prophets, Vou would grant health tO them the en of ornıng an Kvenıing Prayer ın
who use 1lt, that it MAay bestow comfort the Church of England ookR of Common

al] who Aaste ıt an health all who Prayer. Chrysostom WTOTLe ofdaıly miıracles
use it 729 of healıng whiıich took place 1ın the reign of
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the Roman Emperor, Juhan. Augus- early centurıes ofthe undıyvıded early Cath-
tıne 304-43), bıshop of Hıppo Reg1ıus ın olıc Church, number of implications for
orth Afrıca, and the undısputed theolo- contemporary Christianity CEINETSEC. Clearly
g1]an of the West, Iso testifi1ed TtO hıs CXDEC- ere 1S wıdespread hıstorıcal precedent for
rence of healıngs. Augustine Was orn of prayıng for an visıtıng the siCcCk. Hıppoly-

parents and educated 1n phılosophy. tus STress church eaders g01Ng IM0 those
He Was eventually converted LO Christian- who ATI’e unwell suggests that person’s
1ty through the wıtness of Ambrose, bıshop physical often brings ENCOUTALE-
of Mılan 1ın 386 who baptısed hım the fol- ment, which ralses sufferer’s faıth level
lowıng VCATL. He became prıes 1n 391 and It 15 plaın that theolog1ans such Augus-
bıshop of 1PpO KRegıus ın 395 He wrote tıne grappled ıth phılosophical 1Ssues
T’he Confessions 7-4 an The City of whıich AT sımılar LO those which confront
(10d 3-4 In hıs early days Augus- twenty-first century Charısmatıics, such
tıne Was of the V1eW that the gıfts of the why SOMMe AT healed and others nNOot Taken
Holy Spirıt had een gıven tO valıdate the whole, the Karly Church Fathers dıd
apostolıc MESSASE but subsequently they nOot subserbe LO the inchlination of SOINE
WeTITe longer needed. However, Augus- Contemporary Charısmatics LO attrıbute

sickness 1n al ıts forms LO the demonıic.tiıne’s earlıer scepticısm gave WAaYV LO behef
In ‚Jesus’ continumg healıng hıs Rather they SAa W ıt stemmiıng from
change CAMNeEe about when he read Athana- varıety of SOUTCEeS 'T’he practice of anoılnt-
S18 Lıife of Antony. Later when he wTrote ıng the sıck ıth 011 and prayıng for theır

healıng 1ın the ONTEeXT of the sacrament ofhıs greatest work, T’he Ciıty of God, 1ın 424,
he reported how he had started the DTAaC- cCOoMMUN1ON LO ave early PTEC-
tıce of recording the miracles, whiıich WeTe edent and tO ave een COINTINON read-
takıng place ın hıs OW diocese of Hıppo Ing f these documents of the early Church
Reg1us Fathers leaves wıth the feelıng that

ONCEe realısed howHe c1d thıs, health, wholeness an! prayıng for the sıck
INa y mıracles WT OCcurrıng In OU  — OW. WEeTre all ntegral and natural part of
day an whiıich WeTeEe lıke the mıracles of the Church’s lıfe an worshıiıp.
old an how ıt would be LO allow the
INECINOLV of these mıracles of divıne Confhiect wıth the emOonN1C
LO perıshNthe people’. He continued:
°It 1S only LWO ago that the keeping second aspect of thıs ODPI1C 1S the WaYV
of records WAas begun ere ın Hıppo, and 1n which the Church 1ın thıs early Catholiec
already, aTt thıs wrıtıing, ave INOTeEe than per10d understood an ograppled wıth the
Seventy Aatteste: miracles.’> In another demonıic. hıs 1S TEa of partıcular rei-
book entitled, Retractıons, which he fin- EVAallle to the CONTLEMPOFATV Charısmatic
iıshed 1n 4206, Augustine WTOTLe ın slıghtly mMmOovement, whıich has asserted the DPFeS-
INOTe reflectıve mMmo00d. ENCE ofthe Kıngdom ofGod, 1s5 evıdenced 1ın

the overcomıng of demoniıc forces. 1ın theIt 1S indeed irue that the sıck AT not matter of healıng, the confines of Journalalways healed But hat saıld should ave necessitated restriction tO amallnot be taken as understandıng that
miıracles AT elleve LO happen oday selection Of. the early church athers SOTNE

of whom ave already een mentioned.the ailnle of TI1IS For al the vVer' Y time Justin Martyr Ö-1 wTrote of theWTOTLEe blind INa  - Iın cıty lof evıl demon that dwelt 1n Damasecus’.* Heılan| Was g1ven back hıs S1g. and
Ian y er INngs of thıs kınd ave hap- blames thıs terrıitorlal ruler for holdıng the
pened, EVEeN Iın thıs present tıme, that ıt 1S Magı 1ın bondage an Inspırıng them LO

commıt al kınds of evıl Justin bellevednot poss1ıble LO NOW all of them LO COUN:' that the Comıng of Chrıist somehow brokeall OSe do ave knowledge of. S6 the hold of thıs SDIrT1 OVeTr the reg10n, free-
reflect these test1imon1es LO the Ing the three kıngs to COINE an worshı1ıp

continumng of ‚Jesus LO heal 1n ese the ınfant Christ In the followıng chap-
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ter, Justin spoke of evıl angels*°® who dwelt Gregory and hıs deacon prayed for protec-1n the cCıty of Tanıs (or Zoan) ıIn Egypt tıon and the Lord’s surroundıngHıs convıctıon 1S that The princes ıIn Tanıs apparently made hım invısıble LO all theır
are evıl angels’. Irenaeus, Bıshop of Lyons, searches.
wrote about 160 of Chrıst’s followers Antony the Hermit-Was 0)81  D of
ın hıs OW day who ‘'havıng rece1ved STACEe the great founders of monasterIı1es. At the
irom hım, use ıt. ın hıs amne for the ben- age of Just of age Jesus’ words
efit of the rest of men He continued that LO go and ge]] al]] that Vou ave rang
SOINE of theır number drıves Out demons In hıs eAaATSsS and he went 1n
wıth certaınty and truth, that often and ounded ommunıty ın the village of
those who ave themselves een cleansed Comas 1n mıddle Egypt He I1ıved ın
from evıl spırıts bel]leve and ATe 1ın the CaVe an later 1ın disused castle ear
church)’. the Red Sea Antony Was Chrıistian who

Gregory the Wonderworker, believed experıenced the T1g0UrSs of the spırıtualthat the regıon of NEW Caesarea of which battle. Hıs perception Was that demonıc
he had Just een made bıshop Was ‘held forces filled the atmosphere. He wrTrote: “[’he
fast by the deception of demons’. Part of number of evıl spırıts ıIn the 91r around
the TeAason for thıs convıctıon Was that the 15 great, an they AT not far firom us He
CIty iıtself had had wıthın it Tthe tem- urged hıs hearers LO ‘'keep OUur heart ıth
ple of the Lrue G0d’ On hıs first visıt tO watchfulness, for ave terrıble craftythıs metropolıs after hıs consercratıon the enemı1es, the wıcked demons, an WI’eS-
raın fell heavıly that Gregory WAas forced tle agaınst them, the Apostle sa1d’. Not-
LO shelter 1ın temple. Hıs bıogra- wıthstanding hıs Convıctions, he doesn’t
pher wrote Seem tO ave een parano1d about the

demonic. ‘We must’, he declared, ‘fear (G0dEntering the temple ıth hıs Companı1ons,
he ımmediately brought terror the alone, havıng fear of them aTt all
demons by the invocatıon of the amne of for the great WCaPDON agaınst them 1S VIT-
rıst, an! when ıth the sıgn of the tuous lıfe and confidence 1ın G0od/ Among

the thıngs whiıich demons fear, Antony hıstshe had purıfıed the alr which Was fılthy
ıth the stench of sacrıfıces, he passed the fastıng, prayıng, indıifference LO
ole nıg accordıng LO hıs CuStom, keep- love for the POOT but above all devotion
Ing vıgıl 1ın PTravers and hymnody, that to Christ 42 Monastiec lıfe an the spırıtual

battle SEeEeM to ave one Anthony harmhouse Was transforme into house an he died at the rıpe ADEC of ONe hundredof prayer.“  U and fıve.
Gregory the Wonderworker seemed DAr- In the following Century ave rich

tiıcularly of demonic influence In the wrıtings of Evagrıus of Pon-
the land In later sectiıon of hıs bıogra- tus- He Was ordaıned reader
phy, Gregory ofNyssa related how hıs sub- and then deacon but prıestedject transformed marshy intertile Tea After per10 1ın Jerusalem he spen the
ear LO the cıty into rultful land DYy PFay- last sıxteen of hıs lıfe monk 1ın
Ing Over ıt. Another incıdent concerned the Kgypt He Was something of speculatıver1Vver, which flowed ear the cıty an often wrıter an perceıved the alr, much 1n theoverflowed ıts banks destroying cattle and Samne WAaY Antony, being controlled

Gregory planted hıs staff ear the by demonic spırıts who emp andbank an ‘“entreated Christ wıth loud LO ave fantasıes.® Demons Iso disturbvo1ce’ wıth the result that the T1TeAa WAas when sleep One of the most dan-
agaın flooded.*} During Gregory’s SCTOUS demons 1ın hıs V1eW 1S the demontiıme bıshop, the Roman kmperor, of unchastity. VOur guard, he wrote,Decıius, stırred fierce persecutıon ‘against the demon of unchastıty. For he

agaınst the Christians. The persecutors 1S Very Wıly and Jealous’.“ How AT tOdecıded the WAaYV LO erush the Christians combat the demons? Kvagrıus urged hıs
Was TO apture Gregory an take hım AaWAaY., readers LO PTraYy °If Vou ATe disheartened,
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DIAaYy the Apostle SaVvYS (James 13) for the Church of the first. 1ve centurıes
Pray wıth fear an! tremblıng, effort an evıl WAas both real an personal. 'The Early
ıth inner watchfulness an vigilance.’*® Church Fathers WEeTIC, lıke the apostles who

Ambrose - followed ın hıs precede them, convınced that demonı1c
ather’s footsteps and became provıncıal beings lay behind the structural, socjetal

1ın Italy. In the Vear ALl there Was an personal evıl which they experiıenced.
strıfe Over who should be the NEW bıshop There 15 suggestion that the Church
ofMılan Even though he WAas only PFeDAar- 1n thıs per10d had begun LO demythologise
ıng for baptısm al the tıme Ambrose Was ratıonalıse the demonıc AaWAaV hap-
chosen. Ambrose 1L0OSe LO become great pene aTt the tiıme of the sıxteenth CeENTtUrYy
preacher an leader 1ın the Church. Hıs SEC- Protestant Reformation. If anythıng ıt 1S
retary and frıend, Paulıiınus, wrote hıs bıog- Case of the LTEeEVerse The partıcular Church
raphy In about 375 an tells of °Ambro- Fathers consıdered 1ın thıs ontext aAaDDCAaLr
Se’s great OVerTr unclean spirıts’.“® He LO subser1be LO hat might be termed
Iso related that 1n the great church where demon-ıinfested unıverse). T’heır VIEeWS WT
Ambrose miınıstered, unclean spırıts left not unlıke those of SOINE contemporary
those who had een healed.*’ Charısmatics such 111 Subrıtzky, etfer

Martın ofTours 16-3 1S best known Horrobın even those of the New 'Testa-
for the tıme when he cut hıs cloak 1n ment Scholar, Clinton Arnold.° Yet these
half LO chare ıt ıth freezing beggar. early Chrıistian eaders do not aAaPDDCAaLr LO be
In the nıght followıng ‚Jesus appeared LO quıte captıvated and mesmer1ısed by the
hım wearıng the half of hıs cloak he had demonıc. Antony for example, urged hıs
gıven AWAYV. Sulpiıtius Severus 1ın hıs Life contemporarıes not tO fear demons an NnOTt
of Martın tells how Martın ONCEe met ı$n LO overly CONCETN themselves ıth them

demon-possessed INa  an who trıed LO bıte Kvagrıus LO ave een ve
an VvVONE who CAaIne EAaT. Martın put hıs fin- of demoniı1c spırıts surroundıng hım vet
gers into the man’s mouth an the INa  z EeVenNn he doesn’t aAaPPCAT paranoı1d an LEeC-
TEW back ıf hıs teeth and SUumMSs had omMmends resolute Drayer the remedy
een burned an he WAas healed.*® for dealıng ıth them ıke the extreme

In concludiıng thıs section mentıon Amerıcan fundamentalısts, Ida an Tan
should be made of Patrıck who In CVAaNSEC- ammond, Kvagrıus and SOINE of hıs fel-

low church elders do however reveallısıng the Irısh had INan y confhet wıth
the forces of darkness. When the Saınt inchlinatıon to personalıse theır strongest
CAamne LO the cCıty of Tara he d1SCOv- temptatıons ınto demons. Such 18 COIN-
ered there Was iıdolatrous feast which INON tendency, indeed perhaps
Was kept qTt the SAaIine tiıme Easter. By CoOPINg mechanısm, Nn those who AT
tradıtion ONe could lıght 1re before ser10usly resisting hat they know LO be
OTE Was kındled 1n the Kıng"s house. St. evıl hıs sald, ıt always has LO be kept
Patrıck began hıs Easter celebratıon ıth ın mınd that Chrıistians grapple ıth the

fiıre The result of thıs Was world’ an ‘°the flesh’ ell wıth
that the Kıng went wıth number of hıs the devıl an all hıs works. It 1S nOot of
counsellors and wızards LO remonstrate COUTSE difficult LO understand why monk,
wıth Patrıck One of the wızards called such Kvagrıus, perceıved unchastıty LO
Lochra spoke agaınst the Catholiec faıth be partıcularly evV1| and subtle, demon.
1ın the moOost arrogant terms’. In9 Unchastity WAas after all the ONeEe great
Patrıck houted Out. aloud, ° Lord, who temptatıon wıth whiıich all monks SLrUg-
Caln do all thıngs MAaYV thıs 1Mp10US gled To fall vicetım LO ıt meant the break-
INa  ; who blasphemes VOUFF NAaIne, be NOW ıng of OWS and probable expulsıon from
carrıed Out of ere an die wıthout delay. the monastıc communıty.
Almost instantly the INa  - fell headfıirst Contemporary Charısmatics perhaps
an rashed hıs head agaınst stone and eed tO learn from theır early Catholiec
died.* predecessors ın the WAaY 1n whiıich they

FErom al of thıs, ıt. 1S ve. clear that grappled ıth the demonıic. Clearly these
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Karly Fathers of the Church exorcısed an who ave al the divine Spirıt, an
spoke ıth authority agaınst evıl spırıts intercess1ıon 15 made LO the PTFO-
but theır emphasıs Was fırmly lıving phetic pırıt, who 15 1n ontact ıth him,

lıfe, which 1S moral, uprıght and rooted the INa an the INa filled aıth the
ın ‚Jesus. Leaders and teachers such Holy Dirıt. speaks LO the congregatıon
Antony stressed the ımportance discıplıned the Lord pleases.
PraVver, fastıng an indıfference LO materı1al Hermas Iso warned of the dangersthıngs. They recognısed that when DeT- posed DV false prophets 1ın sımılar WaYySON’s daily lıyıng 1S solıd and wholesome
there would be eedbed for demons TO LO the wrıter of the Dıdache. “Che true
cling LO hıs convıctıon coheres wıth the prophet who has the divine Spirıt proceed-

Ing from above 1S meek, and peaceable, andPauline emphasıs ın Ephes1i1ans ‘truth’ humble an reifraıns from IN1quı1ty an theand 'rıghteousness’ ma)Jor Components aın desıre of thıs world.’In the believer’s armMOUrV for spırıtual WAAaT-
fare. Among the noble arın of early hrıs-

tıan martyrs Was bıshop Polycarp who
lıved from He WAas the leaderThe Prophetic and Knowledge ıfts of the Church at Smyrna, ONe of the

The thırd sectıon of thıs atrtıcle 15 briıef mentioned DYy the Apostle John who had
assessment of the prophetic an knowl- 1n fact instructed Polycarp 1n the Chris-

tıan faıth Three days before Polycarp Wasedge g1fts Here 1Iso there 1S plenty ofu arrested by hıs Roman persecutors he haddence that they WeTe continulng eature
of lıfe an worshi1p 1n the early Catholiec v1isıon ın which he sa W hıs p1LLLow ablaze
per10 Indeed ıt 15 known that OoOWN LO the ıth 1re He turned an! saıd to those who

WEeTe wıth hım, ‘1 must be burned alıve). Soen of the second CENTUrY ıt Was not uUuNlU- iıt proved. He WAas burned LO death ın theaua| for congregatıons tO be led by InNnen and qT Smyrna 292nd February 156who WeTITEe desıignated "prophets’. AD.One of the earlıest sub-apostolic OCU-
mMents 1S The Dıdache Teachıing Of the ıke Polycarp, Justin Martyr foresaw

hıs OW. death { exXxpect, he sald, °to beTwelve Apostles. OoOmMe date ıt early waylaıd bDy SOTINEeONE of those whom have110 AD., others place ıt qaTt about 120
On 0CCaslon, the wrıter appears LO indıcate named, and tO be put the rack, EVEeN bDy
the ex1istence of order ofprophets. ‘Allow Crescens, that unphıilosophiıcal and aıln-

glor10us opponent.’ Hıs expectatıon Wasthe prophets’, he SaVysS, °to g1ve thanks fulfilled ıth Crescens instigatıng eruelmuch they wısh).>1! In another place he proceedings that led tO Justin’s arrest andWwTrote of bıshops an! deacons INeN LO be
honoured e  along ıth prophets and eaCcCNn- beheadiıng 1n 165
eErs’ 52 The Dıdache that &.  not EVE-

About the SaIne tiıme Polycarp and
Justin WeTe actıve eaders of the Church,TrVONEC who 1S speakıng ın the Spirıt 1s Montanus inıtıated hat became wıde-prophet’ an 91ves instruections TLO how

tO recognıse genuıne prophet from false spread early charısmatic style movement
ON  D It states that prophets MUuSt be fully 1n Asıa Mınor. Montanus had een prıes
supporte by those LO whom they mınıster In the cult of Cybele but Was converted

1n 157 He SO0OON attracted large fol-but that genuıne prophets won’t STAV INOTeEe lowıiıng includıng LWwoO prophetesses, Prıs-than LWO days and they won’t ask for
money! cılla an Maxımilla who became hıs

Hermas, wrıting 1ın about 130 AD, made eaders. They engaged 1n extreme asceti1-
ec1ısm includıng fasts’ (no water) andreference LO the practice of prophecy 1n the Strong emphasıs celıbacy. MontanısmChurches aTt Rome. In hıs lıttle racı, ent1-

tled, The Shepherd, he wrote: WAas known “T’he New Prophecy. 'hıs
miıght suggest that prophecy had declined

When INa  . who has the dıvine Spiırıt somewhat 1n Asıa Mıiınor 1n the precedingınto eof rıghteous me It MAayVy Iso ave een for the 1eAa-
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SO  m that the Montanısts developed vVe be SEEN of INECN, Iso saıth the Lord,
distinet order of prophets which inceluded ‘Blessed ATre the PUTC 1ın heart for they

shall SEE (GG0d.’°poss1ibly because SOINE held theır
utterances WEeTeEe held LO be the Sarmne Tertullian who Jo1ıned the Montanısts
level the apostolic wrıtings. 'The Mon- around 207 (the date 1S dısputed)
anısts predicted that ‚Jesus would return tended LO StTress the predictive Jement 1n
ın VL al Pepuza an Mal y people prophecy. In hıs erıitic1sm of the Gnostic
migrated there 1n expectatıon of entering teacher, Marcıon, for example, he wrote,
the miıllenn1ı1al Kingdom. When the DTE- °‘Let arcıon then exhı1bıt, gıfts of hıs
dieted advent faıled LO materaalıse ıt. WAas god, SOTNE prophets, such ave predicted
reinterpreted ın spirıtualısed form things LO COMEe, and ave manufactured
markıng the begıinnıng of NECEW age of the the secrets of the heart’.° Prophetic utLter-
Holy Spirıt There has een tendency ’partıcularly those which AT predic-
LO blacken the Montanısts by Churchmen tıve 1n nature, ATe often diıffiecult LO IN an-

past an present, probably because of theır age ın the ontext of publıc worshıp S1g-
emphasıs ifts of the Holy Spirıt an nıfıcantly, Tertulhan mentıions prophet-

ESS 1n the congregatıon of which he 1Sthe leadershıp of Epıphanıus who
cd1ıdn’t ave much tıme for the Montanısts part, who ‘after the people AT dism1ıssed
asserted that by the fourth CENTUFCY the 9L the conclusıon of the sacred servıces’,
ordınatıon of 1ın Montanısm Was reports whatever che has SCEIN In V1sS10Ns8).
COTININON He 9D0OECS LO Say that °a]l her cCoMmMUNI1CA-

t1ons ATe examıned wıth scrupulous Care,Those who seek LO put oOWnN Montan-
15M eed LO reckon ıth the fact that ler- 1n order that theır truth INAaYy be probed’.®*
tullıan, the fiırst great atın theologıan, Perhaps there 1S wısdom ere for contem-
Joıned the movement towards the en of charısmatıiec worship. It mMaYy ell
the second centurYy. According LO Tertul- be WISe LO LEest predıictiıve prophecıes before
han, the bıshop of Rome ‘acknowledged the allowıng them tOo be spoken LO the N:  e-
prophetic gıits of Montanus, Priscilla an gatıon whole
Maxımuiuilla and bestowed hıs It 1S not dıfficult LO fiınd er glımpses
the Churches of Asıa and Phryaia’. of the prophetic 1n the wrıtıngs of the early

When the Montanıst predıiction of the centurıles. Kor example, ONY the erm1
Second Coming 1ın 1L faıled Man y had remarkable ıits of knowledge. On ONe
WEeTe ready tO condemn the whole INOVEe- Occasıon he SaW 1ın vlsıon LWO InNnenNn
ment but Irenaeus Journeyed from ‚yons desert road ON  D of whom had already dıed
LO Rome LO persuade bıshop Eleutherus of thırst. The other W as barely alıve. He
not LO diseredit the gıits of the Spiırıt alto- told ONe of hıs monks to DL OoOWN the road
gether. Irenaeus hımself wrote: ıth pıtcher of water. 'T’he brother found

Unhappy ATEe OSe who deny that the the INa  . and the water restored hım.°6?
Athanasıus Iso related®® thatAntony oftenchurch has the STACE of prophecy. I’hey aCT NECeW days before the people who WEeTeEesımı1larly LO OSe who abstaın from COINN- comıng LO vısıt hım and for hat 1EASONSmunıon ıth the brotherhood account Patrıck tells that when he Was ın rıt-of ypocrıtes 1n ıt, We ave INanı y reth-

1TeN 1 the Church exerc1sıng prophetic aın he had vl1sıon that called hım back
LO reland. In the visıon he SAaW the words,

POWEIS and speakıng 1n all 1N! of lan- "T’he volce of the Irısh’ an he heardthrough the pırıt, an revealıng volce, which sald, ‘We beg VOoOu holy DOYy, LOthe secreits of INe  > for OUTr advantage an
explaınıng the mysterı1es of God.°® COIMNE back an alk Nn us 264 Patrıck

Was obedient LO the visıon an Was SsSe-
Kor Irenaeus prophecy 1S prımarıly ‘Tthe erated bıshop LO the gospel LO Ire-

foretelling of things future’, he PUts land where he planted INan y churches and
established Chrıistianıty sol1ıd aseit ın another place, ‘the foreshadowıng of

hat be hereafter‘. "CThe prophets’, he There 1S doubting that the early
wrıtes, foreshewed how that (G0d should churches took the prophetic ıth SeEer10USs-
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ess Knowledge an prophecy certaiınly hat resentful of these newly emerginghelped LO envısıon evangelıstic enterprıse prelates, relates that part of thıs PFOC-an! church plantıng. It 15 1Iso instructive CSS, confirmatıon the layıng of hands
LO learn, partıcularly from WI1ISe theolog1ans for the reception of the Holy Spirıt, WAas
such Irenaeus and Tertullian, not LO d1ıs- separated from baptısm 1ın water and made
count the prophetic sımply for the 1e4SonNn exclusıve epıscopal hıs WAas
that prophecy faıled that INe  w} and done, he SaVS, C DV WAaYV of honourıing the

of the Spirıt, 0CCasıon, OL iınto ep1ıscopate’.® Gradually ıth the passıng
extremes of behavıour shakıng lıke the
Montanısts. The alılure of the advent LO

of tıme an thıs growıng formalısation,
expectatıon of the Spirıt’s comıng and

maternalıse qaTt Pepuza ıIn FAr 1S DECTI- the impartıng of Spirıtual gıfts Was rmtual-
haps warnıng to those ın the contempo- i1sed and eventually lost What the church
ra churches LO guard agaınst talkıng needed Was return LO the bıshops of
the ext revıval COom1InNg Judgement the second an thırd centurıes who had
the natıons. maller charges, somet1imes Just ONe

LWO churches and WEeTe therefore less CON-
Some onclusions trollıng. They WEeTITEe InNnen of the Word an

the Spirıt and contrast sharply than theır
In SUMMATY, several pomts Ca  } be made. later post-Constantinian counterparts who
Fırst, the practice of Spirıtual g1its clearly tended increasıngly LO be InNnen of Tradı-
dıd not end wıth the passıng of the ADpos- tıon and the Sacrament. One lesson of hıs-
tles EeVen wıthın generatıon SOMe LOTFYV repeate ere and 1ın subsequent SCN-
Fundamentalists an Protestant evangel- eratıons 1S that viıbrant of the Holy
icals ave asserted Clearly, cessationısts Spirıt and the practice of Spiritual gıfts do
do NOTt ave the evidence ofhıstory theıir nNnot. 1ın general flourısh ın structured estab-
sıde lıshment rel1g10us communıtıes. Another

Nevertheless, Ssecond, the practıce ofSDIr- 1S that where S1ZNS and wonders AT 1n EeV1-
ıtual gıfts aPpPPeCAaATrS tO ave declined SOTINe- dence there 1S eater Liıkelihood that the
hat ONCeEe the Chrıstian Church became church wıll be expandıng and redeeming

the culture as the Case 1ın the first fourthe establıshed faıth of the Roman kmpiıre
following Constantine’s cConversıon 1ın 319 hundred of Christianity.

The churches then began 1ın large
numbers LO INOVEeEe from locatıons 1ın domes- Notes
tıc homes LO establıshed bulldıngs, which
WeTe permiıtted Dy the Edıcet of Toleratıion. arfıeld, B Counterfeit Mıracles New
It Was great deal easıer LO practise the York, Charles Seribner’s Sons,
gıfts of the Holy Spirıt In the INOTeEe iınt1- Ruthven, J., On the Cessatıon of the
mate and iınformal Ssurroundıngs of pr1- Charısmata: T’he Protestant Polemuiıc
ate OoOMe an local domestic envıronment Post-Bıblical Mıracles(Sheffield Academıc

Press,than 1n the formalised setting In larger [5b1d., 204official stone church bulldıng ıth sub- Clement, Fırst Letter LO the Corinthiansstantıal altar and structured lıturgy. 31/-38
It Iso clear that the development Ignatıus, Letter LO Polycarp, 025

of church hıerarchy and the assoclated Justin artyr, Dıialogue wıth Iryphogrowth 1n of the bıshops gradually Tertullian, On Baptısm 3: 35 .76
damped OoOWN the gıifts of the Holy Spirıt C < 10 S©S L %Q Kusebius, A Hıstory ofthe Chrıstian Church,
Constantine Was shrewd polıtıcıan who , . Dara

Hılarvy, Tract Psalm 64:14quıickly SAaW that he could uUusSe the Church ılary, Tract Psalminstead of the Roman leg1ons LO hold the 13Empire together. He therefore raısed the Hılary, Tract Psalm 64:15
sStatus of the bıshops 1ın the larger cıtıes Ibıd., 64:15

13 1lary, On the Trınıty 23  ONand allowed them LO Wear hıs colour, DUF- Cyril, Catechetical Lecture 16:11ple Jerome, who admıiıttedly Was SOINE- 15 Cyril, UCatechetical Lecture Hr
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16 41Cyril, (atechetical Lecture 18:32 Ibıd., sectıon
B Gregory of yssa, Gregory the onder Athanasıus, Life O  ntony, section

orker Evagrıus, ‘On Diseriımination’, Phılokalıa
18 TOLA., sect1ons and
19 Patrıck, Confessıion Kvagrıus, On Prayer sectiıon

ulrchu, Life of Patrıck Sectzon Kvagrıus, On Asceticısm and Stillness’,
21 PhılokalıaIbıd., Section

Hermas, T’he epher. 3.10.4 Paulıinus, Lıife of AmöOrose Z  S
Quadratus, Apology Ibıd., 514
Tertullan, Scapula Salpıtıus Ddeverus, Life of AmöOrose chapters
1an, The Soul’s Testiımony 16-
Irenaeus, Agaıinst Heresıes OR 2.6.2; 10.4 49 Muirchu, Lıife of Patrıck para 17
0 and 324 NO C.; Spırıtual Warfare (Marshall
rıgen, Agaınst (elsus DOR 302  S Pıickering, 161:23%°
Gregory of yssa, Thaumaturgos the 51 Dıdache 1{727
Wonderworker sectıon TOLE:. 15°1492
1ppolytus, Apostolıc Tradıtıon [bıd., 11.8
Ibıd., 1415 Hermas, The Shepherd commandment v1ı1.

31 ıppolytus, Canons, 199 Ibıd., Au
Gregory of Nazıanzus, Oratıon artyrdom of Polycarp 123 and 16  N
Sozomen, Eecelesiastical Hıstory Tertulhan, Agaınst Praxeas, chapter
asıl, Long Rules In Seiila. OFRS, Irenaeus, Agaınst Heresıes 3.11.9 and
3090 5.6  —
ugustıne, City of God, D 1510 4:20:5
ugustıine, Retractıons, 13 ertullıan, Agaınst arcıon
Justin, zalogue wWıth VDNO, 61 Ibıd.,
TöLC.. Athanasıus, Life 0)  ntony, sectıon
Irenaeus, Agaınst Heresıes 2:49:2 Ibıd., section
Gregory of yssa, Thaumaturgos the Patrıck, Confession,
Wonderworker, Section Jerome, The Dıalogue Agaınst the
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