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ontological level of the the tornado 15 the Cau: What Is Rhetorical Theology? Textual Practıce
N1Ss analogy, eing superi0r Occasıonalısm (the VIEW an Publıc Discourse
that there ArCc causal DOWCIS in the world but that Don Compiereverything 15 directly caused by God) an COIN-

servatıonısm (the VICW that God sımplvy eeps ings ın Harrısburg, TMNIty Press International, 1999,
existence and that they produce effects theır OWN), 100 pb., SBN 1-56338-290-53
provides runtful WaY 1n about dıvıne acti1on. SUMMARY

God 15 goodness. IThere 15 NOT SOINC Platonıic stand-
ard of goodness external God which he IMUST I11Cads-

In What Is Rhetorical Theology?®, Complier calls tor
theologica| approac conceived A the practice of rhe-

Urc Nor 15 whart wıll be <x01010 and what wiıll be bad torical hermeneutics. He aAargu€es that eology should
sımply ecıded by arbıtrary Hat God 15 essentially g00d aım tor discourse that bridges the gap between the
and thus could OT al be good without failing be
God, which 1S impossible). It does NOTLT really make academy and soclety at large, eeking inspire DCI-

SONS actively CENSASC ith the 1ISSUES facing 'oday.then SUDPOSC that the language of obligatiıon applıes Some open questions and weaknesses notwithstand-
Goöod God 15 the SOUTCEC of the standard an he CANNOT ing, Complier’'s Cal tor rhetorical eology seekingll short of It Ihe rules tor human moralıty HE sımply

the natural aW tor how humans might best imıtate God change and inspire ıts audiences chould not 50
nheard

The 500 ends wiıth A Eess standard discussıon
of the problem of evil. ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Ihıs 15 superb introduction the classical Christian Complier befürwortet In What Is Rhetorical Theology?
Conception of God It 1$ grounded ın deep and wıde eınen theologischen Ansatz, der sich als msetzung
understanding of the scholastic philosophers (especlally eıner rhetorischen Hermeneutik versteht. Fr tordert
Augustine, seliIm nd Aquıinas well the NS of die Theologie auf, eınen Diskurs anzustreben, der den
Current philosophical ebates the doctrine of God Graben zwischen der akademischen Welt und der
Ihe STITUCLUTFrEe 15 clear and the style fAuent and CasSV Gesellschaft als SaNZET überbrücken bemüht ıst un
read, thus makıng the book eIp introduction tor dem zudem daran llegt, eute dazu bewegen, sich
undergraduate and post-graduate estudents ın heology aktiv miıt den Themen uUunsereTr eıt auseinanderzusetzen.

Einigen offenen T ragen un chwächen 7U rOLzphilosophy. At time when 1t 15 COINMOIMN reject
the God of classıcal theısm, thıs book makes OWCI- sollte ompiers Forderung nach eıner Theologie, die

for what remaıns compelling tradıtıon ihre Zuhörerschaft inspirieren und verändern sucht,
of reflection the being an ature of God RKogers nicht ungehört verhallen.
clearly MNNgS OutTL the beautitul ınner coherence of thıs RESUME
SYSteEm of thought, fNagging upD all IfSs advantages. She
helpfully introduces the reader wıde NS! of objec- ans livre, Compier ailt /AvyOCcat d’une approche
HONS perfect being theology and deal de Ia theologie CONCUE mMm UuNe pratique de

I’hermeneutique rhetorique. La theologie devrait avoIırwıth them seriously. dıd teel that the rCeSPONSCS varıecd
DOUT ut ’elaborer discours Qquıi de DONtT DOUTın their effectiveness. For instance, impassıbilıty remaıns

problem for Chrıistians, why God cshould be raised tor ranchnır E gouffre quIi separe les etudes academiques
morally g0o0d ACTS when he could NOT help but do them de Ia societe. Flle devrait alnsı DOUSSCT les SCS

preoccuper des problemes du monde d’aujourd’hui.still puzzles I: and remaın 1N1SUTC whether lıbertarıan Malgre certaınes questions |alssees SUSPENS el
freedom really 15 compatıble wıth perfect eing theol

also remaın unclear why Chrıistian philosophical certaınes taiblesses dans ’approche, cel appe! UTl  MD

theologie rhetorique cherchant changer el stimulerdefending divıine being theology SCCIN only C SOM audience merite d’etre entendu.
make assıng reterence the problem of the incarna-
105n Surely thıs 15 maJor 1Ssue tor the Christian dıvıne
being theologian an ought have entire chapter At time of fragmentatıon, the breakdown of theologı-
devoted It Nevertheless, rthıs 1$ fine book cal CONSCNSU. and theology’s wanıng a Aattract

Robıin Parry, Worcester, Engl)md the attention otf the public, Compıer theo-
ogical approac conceived the practice of rhetorical
hermeneutics. Buillding, ON pre-modern Christian 1n.
CIS and the classıcal tradıtiıon of rhetorıic, he argucs that
theology should a1m for Christian dıscourse character-
sed Dy identity, catholicıty an relevance and seeking

ridge the 2018 between the academy and sOCIlety at

arge
Ihe Hrst chapter introduces the rhetorical tradıtıon

and 1ts appropriation Dy Christian theologlans. Eschew-
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ng the rPcs tradıtıon exemplifie by Plato nd Arısto- S1Ve STALUS quo (p 59) Compier ın this TEXT polnts
tle, Compier the iımportance of Roman treatises Calvın, who ıIn hıs Institutes EAE Chrıistian Relıgıon
ON rhetorıic, especlally those by Cicero and Quintilian, ursued hamartiology d A critique of Oppressive doc
who retfused rhetoric and phiılosophy, thus trines of S1IN, seekıng contribute emancıpatıon (1n
enabliıng rhetoric become Il-blown educatıonal N1S that OT EeXNE Anabaptists ın whose detfence the
theory. According Compier, the rhetorical ethos Institutes WEeTIC wrıtten). He olds that Calvın’s example
of Roman OTratOr V 1S practical (1t 15 A ranch of polıti- demonstrates that ‘hamartiology performed rhetori-
cal SCIENCE), public, actıve (a praxIıs es1gne effect cal hermeneutics does have the potential of reading
desirable CONSEQuENCES), contextual, contingent (re  C- In that an inspıre DCISONS actıvely ddress the
OgNISINS that all knowledge 15 inescapably imperfect), horrors ot OUT time) (p /0)
polemical (or combatıve) and holistic (appealing In A concluding peroratıion, Compıer COMMECNTS OIl
°the yhole DCISONN In rational, emotional, asCetic, ethi- the catholicıty an historicıty of theology, notng that
G and volıtıonal CS ; T 1) Tracıng, 1ts history of an V particular theological eadıng takes place OIl d

effects, Compier that while the rhetorical adı- unıque horizon, catholicıty needs be redenne d!
H0N decisıvely shaped the theologv of the Reformers A F1IC pluralısm of perspectives’ (p {2)
ell ımportant Chrıistian thinkers such John Henry eing quıte short, thıs book ralses number of UJUCS-
Newman, the modern peri10d Its decline due the t10NsSs that Compier does NOT have the DaCC UrSucC
embrace of objectivism ın the empIirıCIsSt and realist (g the danger of such A rhetorical heology becom-
phılosophıies. ng LOO provinclal, oft surrendering, transcendence of

However, wıth the reign of modernity approaching Its cCourtung the audıence that theır values ATC NOT Itered
end, Compier detects S1gNS ofa revival of the rhetorical but reamrmed). One IMaYy also question Compier’s CasSV

dismissal of the TE tradition of rhetoric wellethos In such diverse trends and fgures postmodern-
1ISmM, Nıetzsche, Barth, Johann Metz, atın American hıs definition of catholicity, which does NOTLT do much
liıberatiıon eologlians, ın  CC Kıerkegaard, Schüssler help the church rediscover an identity other than
Fiorenza and Schleiermacher (  apter two) Takıng hıs vVOlce agalnst modern evil, which oug surely 1IMpor-
CU! from these and reVvIeW1INg the semiınal contributions Lant hardly sufficient). XEr these problems and

rhetorical theology by Davıd Iracy, Davıd Cunning- criti1cısms notwithstandıing, there 1S MUC of value 1in thıs
ham and Rebecca OPpPP; Compıer edefine Study and Compier’s call tor rhetorical heology that
theology rhetorical hermeneutics. seeks change and inspıre Its audiences cshould NOT SO

Chapter three eals wıth rhetorical epistemology. nheard
Refuting the claım that analytıcal method oftfers IMNOTC
rehable S55 realıty nd hence socıal C  aCV nd

Karl Öller, Cheltenham, Englmffll
suggesting that the Christian doctrine of SIN rules OuTt
the possibility of human owledge MMIOTC certaın than
that which persuasıon 15 capable of achieving, Compier nCıeNnNt Israel’saıan Hıstory: An Intro-
nonetheless O€es NOT subscribe epistemological duction the ıNn Context
relatıyvısm. Indeed, he that AIl YV assert1ons about George Mendenhall (ed Gary Herion)textual meanıng MUST be warrantable, that the construal Louisville, Westmıinster John Knox Press, 2001of signification be eiende: and that the rhetorical
worldview involves belief In realıtıes that underlıe and 284 pb., ISBN 0-664-272313-3
transcend partiıcular socılal formations. UMMARY

Compıier concludes hıs AdsSCcC tor rhetorical theological
me DY considering the rhetorical CONnstruction of

This IS synthesis of Israel’s al an history ftrom
Abraham EeSUS, In IC Mendenhall combines

CONTEMPOFAar Y theology of SIN He the ITreCNLTL development of religions approach, ith empha-ack of interest In hamartıology the Northern Amer1-
Ca  . SCCHC, which he tIraces back MarxX, Nıetzsche

SIS the archaeological| and ancıent ear Fastern
backgrounds the Old Testament, ith sociologica|and reu the “masters of SUSpICION , who consıdered perspectives. He reConstructs Inal religion AaSs the foun-

hamartiology iıtself SIN, yhıch actıvely contributed
the Ooppression of others. Criticising the academıiıc

dation of Israel’s religion and exXxamınes Its development
In later eriods. The book IS stimulating and contaıns

debate about the question of orıginal SIN, which has IManYy valuable insights although SOTTIE conclusions Aalre
turned SIN NtO intellectual problem rather than
moral OMNC (a question NOT of act1ons but of meanıng’, questionable. Occasionally, Mendenhal! USEeS modern

sociological ıdeas al the CXPENSE of the ancıent ear
50); Compıer 15 concerned about the COSCHNCYV of the- Fastern self-testimonYy.Oology reflection an the Massıve suf-

fering of OUuUr AQC Whart 15 needed, In hıs VIEW, 1s critical ZUSAMMENFASS
COrV of sOCIety 4SE. the prophetic tradıtions 1J)as Buch bietet eıne Synthese des aubens un
OoOun: ıIn Scripture, C offers pragmatıc d1agnosı1s der Geschichte Israels VoTr Abraham his esus,
that 1ms loosen the readers’ allegiance the ODDTICS- wobei Mendenhal|! eınen religionsgeschichtlichen
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