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ng the rPcs tradıtıon exemplifie by Plato nd Arısto- S1Ve STALUS quo (p 59) Compier ın this TEXT polnts
tle, Compier the iımportance of Roman treatises Calvın, who ıIn hıs Institutes EAE Chrıistian Relıgıon
ON rhetorıic, especlally those by Cicero and Quintilian, ursued hamartiology d A critique of Oppressive doc
who retfused rhetoric and phiılosophy, thus trines of S1IN, seekıng contribute emancıpatıon (1n
enabliıng rhetoric become Il-blown educatıonal N1S that OT EeXNE Anabaptists ın whose detfence the
theory. According Compier, the rhetorical ethos Institutes WEeTIC wrıtten). He olds that Calvın’s example
of Roman OTratOr V 1S practical (1t 15 A ranch of polıti- demonstrates that ‘hamartiology performed rhetori-
cal SCIENCE), public, actıve (a praxIıs es1gne effect cal hermeneutics does have the potential of reading
desirable CONSEQuENCES), contextual, contingent (re  C- In that an inspıre DCISONS actıvely ddress the
OgNISINS that all knowledge 15 inescapably imperfect), horrors ot OUT time) (p /0)
polemical (or combatıve) and holistic (appealing In A concluding peroratıion, Compıer COMMECNTS OIl
°the yhole DCISONN In rational, emotional, asCetic, ethi- the catholicıty an historicıty of theology, notng that
G and volıtıonal CS ; T 1) Tracıng, 1ts history of an V particular theological eadıng takes place OIl d

effects, Compier that while the rhetorical adı- unıque horizon, catholicıty needs be redenne d!
H0N decisıvely shaped the theologv of the Reformers A F1IC pluralısm of perspectives’ (p {2)
ell ımportant Chrıistian thinkers such John Henry eing quıte short, thıs book ralses number of UJUCS-
Newman, the modern peri10d Its decline due the t10NsSs that Compier does NOT have the DaCC UrSucC
embrace of objectivism ın the empIirıCIsSt and realist (g the danger of such A rhetorical heology becom-
phılosophıies. ng LOO provinclal, oft surrendering, transcendence of

However, wıth the reign of modernity approaching Its cCourtung the audıence that theır values ATC NOT Itered
end, Compier detects S1gNS ofa revival of the rhetorical but reamrmed). One IMaYy also question Compier’s CasSV

dismissal of the TE tradition of rhetoric wellethos In such diverse trends and fgures postmodern-
1ISmM, Nıetzsche, Barth, Johann Metz, atın American hıs definition of catholicity, which does NOTLT do much
liıberatiıon eologlians, ın  CC Kıerkegaard, Schüssler help the church rediscover an identity other than
Fiorenza and Schleiermacher (  apter two) Takıng hıs vVOlce agalnst modern evil, which oug surely 1IMpor-
CU! from these and reVvIeW1INg the semiınal contributions Lant hardly sufficient). XEr these problems and

rhetorical theology by Davıd Iracy, Davıd Cunning- criti1cısms notwithstandıing, there 1S MUC of value 1in thıs
ham and Rebecca OPpPP; Compıer edefine Study and Compier’s call tor rhetorical heology that
theology rhetorical hermeneutics. seeks change and inspıre Its audiences cshould NOT SO

Chapter three eals wıth rhetorical epistemology. nheard
Refuting the claım that analytıcal method oftfers IMNOTC
rehable S55 realıty nd hence socıal C  aCV nd

Karl Öller, Cheltenham, Englmffll
suggesting that the Christian doctrine of SIN rules OuTt
the possibility of human owledge MMIOTC certaın than
that which persuasıon 15 capable of achieving, Compier nCıeNnNt Israel’saıan Hıstory: An Intro-
nonetheless O€es NOT subscribe epistemological duction the ıNn Context
relatıyvısm. Indeed, he that AIl YV assert1ons about George Mendenhall (ed Gary Herion)textual meanıng MUST be warrantable, that the construal Louisville, Westmıinster John Knox Press, 2001of signification be eiende: and that the rhetorical
worldview involves belief In realıtıes that underlıe and 284 pb., ISBN 0-664-272313-3
transcend partiıcular socılal formations. UMMARY

Compıier concludes hıs AdsSCcC tor rhetorical theological
me DY considering the rhetorical CONnstruction of

This IS synthesis of Israel’s al an history ftrom
Abraham EeSUS, In IC Mendenhall combines

CONTEMPOFAar Y theology of SIN He the ITreCNLTL development of religions approach, ith empha-ack of interest In hamartıology the Northern Amer1-
Ca  . SCCHC, which he tIraces back MarxX, Nıetzsche

SIS the archaeological| and ancıent ear Fastern
backgrounds the Old Testament, ith sociologica|and reu the “masters of SUSpICION , who consıdered perspectives. He reConstructs Inal religion AaSs the foun-

hamartiology iıtself SIN, yhıch actıvely contributed
the Ooppression of others. Criticising the academıiıc

dation of Israel’s religion and exXxamınes Its development
In later eriods. The book IS stimulating and contaıns

debate about the question of orıginal SIN, which has IManYy valuable insights although SOTTIE conclusions Aalre
turned SIN NtO intellectual problem rather than
moral OMNC (a question NOT of act1ons but of meanıng’, questionable. Occasionally, Mendenhal! USEeS modern

sociological ıdeas al the CXPENSE of the ancıent ear
50); Compıer 15 concerned about the COSCHNCYV of the- Fastern self-testimonYy.Oology reflection an the Massıve suf-

fering of OUuUr AQC Whart 15 needed, In hıs VIEW, 1s critical ZUSAMMENFASS
COrV of sOCIety 4SE. the prophetic tradıtions 1J)as Buch bietet eıne Synthese des aubens un
OoOun: ıIn Scripture, C offers pragmatıc d1agnosı1s der Geschichte Israels VoTr Abraham his esus,
that 1ms loosen the readers’ allegiance the ODDTICS- wobei Mendenhal|! eınen religionsgeschichtlichen
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Ansatz, der VOT allem den archäologischen und especılally the notion ofa Sinal relıgion whose CONCETNS
des Altenaltvorderoriental ischen Hintergrund ıTfere Oom those of the later monarchy AL interest-

Jestaments betont, mMiıt soziologischen Perspektiven Ing and stimulatıng. Ihe SAaTMlıc 15 ruEe for hıs sociological
verbindet. Fr rekonstrulert eıne Sinai-Religion als observatıons concerning o  # polıitics and relıgion
Grundlage der israelitischen eligion un untersucht in Israel and the ancıent WOTr'| For Instance, he
deren Entwicklung In spaterer eıt 1Das Buch ıst that durıng the time of the monarchy the thinking nd
stimulierend und enthält viele wertvolle Einsichten, doch reliıgion of the urban monarchic admınıstratıve CEeNTTrESsS
sind manche Schlussftolgerungen durchaus fragwürdig. differed substantıally trom that ın rural Menden
/um Teil werden Frkenntnisse der modernen Soziologie hall also offers illuminatıng reflections ON the 1SsSueE of
auf Kosten des altvorderorientalischen Selbstzeugnisses multi-ethnicıty ın ancıent Israel well Jesus’
verwertet relig10us reform MOvemen Hıs skılful USsS«Cc of extra-bıib-

lıcal SOU.  S’ which AIC shown be of relevanceRESUME tor understanding srael’s faıth and history, wel
Voicı OUVTaAsSEC de synthese SUr F foi et |’histoire the employment of sociological categories AI helpfuld’Israel de ’epoque d’Abraham Jusqu/a celle de and instructive. Whıle takıng narratıves that describe
Jesus, quIi tıre profit de l’apport des etudes SUrTr e divine interventions explanatiıons of unusual EVENTS
developpement des religions, s’appuyant t[Out for Instance, thunderstorm 1$ saı1d be the basıs for
particulierement SUr les decouvertes archeologiques the S1inal theophany), Mendenhall does look aTt ACCOUNTS
el 1a connalssance du Proche-Orient ancıen, el of divıne intervention TOM ancılent Near Fastern
ajoutan des considerations sociologiques. Mendenhall perspective.
presente Ia religion du inal MM 1E ftondement However, he Ooccasionally USCS sociological CO
de Ia religion israelite el etudie SOM evolution dans at the CAPDPCNSC of the ancıent Near Fastern elf-tes
1es periodes ulterieures. l e |ivre est stimulant tUmONY. Ihus, he consıders Baalısm Al Oppressive
apporte bien des eclairages utiles, meme G | certaınes political SYSTCM, understandıng Yahwısm reaction
conclusions demeurent sujettes caution. arrıve aussı! agaınst It ıle there INaVYV be OIr truth in thıs, ONC

UJUC Mendenhal! fasse intervenır des iıdees sociologiques wonders whether thıs 15 how the Israelıtes themselves
modernes detriment d’une prise Compte de would have understood 1t nd whether, for INStance, the
UUE l’on peut apprendre SUrTr e Proche-Orient ancıen focus of the prophetic er1iticısm of Baalısm 15 indeed
dans les texties qui proviennent. politica ONC Sımıilarly, endenhall perception of the

pre-monarchic SYSTEmM and 1tSs relıg10us and politi-
eing an attcempt condense and Incorporate SIXTLV cal thinking purely detfensive INAaYy be LOO idealıstic.
VCaIS of study nNto clear and comprehensıve OVervIiew Equally questionable 1$ hıs belief that the supposedly
oft the biblical tradıtion, particularly 1T pertaiıns “peaceful’ constitution of the Yahwist contederation
ancıent Israel’s faıth and hıstory’ (p XVI1), thıs book would have rule Out CO Indeed, thıs PrOMPpTtS
Investigates srael’s heology and history trom the time hım date the Joshua narratıves Ate and consıder
ot Abraham the postexilic and intertestamental per1- them unhistorical. According Mendenhall, the varı-
ods chapter how Jesus and hıs MINIStrYy relate OUS local pronunclations of Shıbbolet udg 12) attest
Israel’s earlıier history and eligıon 1s Iso ncluded but multi-ethnic SOCIELY, which ın hıs VIEW rules Out the
the focus 1s ON srael’s early hıstory an religion, which possıbility of COINMON or1g1in of the Israelıtes. How-
AT examıned agalnst theır archaeologica and ancıent EVCT,; dialectal changes Cd' OCCUH tiıme, aMn ıf (as
Near Fastern CONTLEXTS the book ot Judges suggests) the Israelıtes assımilated

Mendenhall combines modern sociological insights Canaanıte culture, thıs L[OO INAaVv have led dialectal
wıth development of religions approac 1n xhıch varıatı1ons.
Israel’s history 15 ivided NTtTOo rologue and formatıve, Unfortunately, the lack otf referencing (further read-
adaptıve, tradıtional and retftorm peri1o0ds. Seeıng hım- Ing lısts ATIC the only references in the [070) does NOT
self A representatıve ot the nıddle ground between help evaluate Mendenhall’s ESsSs CONVINCINS conclu-
maxımalısts and mınımalısts, Mendenhall DtS the S10NS. Overall, however, thıs 1$ stimulatıng work,
standard eritical atıng of the bıblical material while which ANVONC interested ın Israel’s history nd religiıon
holding that the archaeological and extra-biblical data wıll tfind worth eadıng
for the part the rehability of the ı blı- Pıtkänen, Cheltenham, Englandcal tradıtıon. Based hıs interpretation of the Ta-
1DI1Ca data and the atıng of the 1DI1CAa| documents,
Mendenhall FTECONSIITUCTS pre-monarchic S1inal relıgion,
which served the foundatıon for Isrel’s rel1g10us DC-
rience. He also discusses 1ts development in later per1-
ods, including 1ts cCorruption Dy the monarchy ell
subsequent Aat reform and restoration.

Mendenhall’s development of religio0ns approac. and
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