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1NOUS ournit quelques renselignements surprenants SUurHONS an Judic10uUs applications make thıs MO: usetul
volume, which wıll be ei tor those NCW the study Ia vie de SE PFINCIPaUX romoteurs.
of the Reformatıion, those who might ou the rel

of studyıng church history nd heology wel
those who wiısh eN]OYy A refreshingly well-written Investigating the rise of historicısm and focusing in Par-

study, which wıil MNg the Retormation alıve and make ticular ON the erman bıblıcal cholar and ecologıan
W.M de Wette an the SWISS historian Jacob urck-IT relevant the PreSCNHL day.

Anthony CroOSS, Bath, England ardt, Howard Argucs that historicısm and secularısatıon
do NOLT rCPTrESCHNL the maJor breaks wıth the Christian
heritage that thev ATC often assume d be He demon-
FTrATES the centralıity of iınherited theological of

elıgıon an the Rıse of Historicısm: W.M. interpreting experience iın the thought of Burckhardt,
OC of the kev representatives f the emerging modernde Wette, ACO Burckhardt, an the Theologı-
secular historical CONSCIOUSNESS.cal Orı1ıgıns ofNıneteenth-Century Hiıstorical

COoNnscC10uUsSNness In the introduction Howard DULtS torward hıs maın
thesis, arguıng that the “shadows of theological DICSUD

Thomas er Howard DOSILLONS and attıtudes, albeıt in secularızed forms, AT

ambridge: ambridge University Press, 2000, X11 ultımately LNOTIC signıfıcant than the adıcal P that
notI1ons oft relig10us CT1SIS and SCCI1 ental’250 ISBN 0-521-65022-4

UMMARY (p Z He also discusses Varı0ous definitions of histori1-
C1IsSm and pOoINtS weaknesses and self-contradictions ın

Investigating the rISsEe of historiciısm and focusing ın historicıst hought Modern secularısatıon, complex
particular the German biblical scholar and theo- DIOCCSS ın which religion Cal OSse ITSs authorıity OVCT

logian W.M de and the SWISS historian aCo other socı1al instiıtutions’ (p F /); 1S traced back the
Burckhardt, Howard argu€es that historicism and SECU- legacy of the Reformatıon and Its STrESS of the Impor-
larisation do not represent the major breaks ith the HCcE of independent INqUIrYy nNnto the biblical
Christian eritage that they are often assumed e Chapter OC focuses ON de Wette, situating hıs early
7his IS ich an fascinating D0OOK, which, In ılıon thought ın the cultural CONTEXTS of the afte erman
(8 eri0us reflection theologica| and philosophical Enlightenment, early romantıcısm and nıneteenth-
developments aASs wel| the rIse of historicism, offers CCENLUFY historicısm. Howard cshows that de Wette’s
SONMNE intriguing glimpses ınto the |ives of Its maın DTO- heology and eXegESIS epltomise unıque en of
tagonists. Enlightenmen historical-critical traditions ın biblical
ZUSAMMENFASSUNG scholarshıp, antıan epistemological nd the

aestheticısing tendencıes of the philosophies of Schell
Howard argumentiert In dieser Untersuchung ZAEE

Entstehung des Hıstoriısmus, die sich VOT allem dem Ing an T1es De Wette 15 sa1d embody the nda-

deutschen Bibelwissenschaftler mental tension between wishing the Irueun Theologen ntent of rıstl1anı and embracıng the critical spırıtW.ML.L de SOWIE dem Schweizer Historiker
acob Burckhardt widmet, dass die Phänomene des of Wıssenschaft. 'Thıs led hım embrace the philosophy

of Frıies, who tfered A intellectual basıs tor the valıd-
Historismus und der Säkularisierung keineswegs die Ity of metaphysıcs A religion DYy imitıng the SCOD ofgroßen Brüche miıt dem christlichen Erbe darstellen,
als die SIE häufig verstanden werden. ı1es ıst eın TCasonmn De Wette applied hıs insıghts bıblıcal inter-

inhaltsreiches un faszinierendes Buch, das neben pretatıon, distinguishing between knowledge ( Wıssen,
the mode of cognıtıon applicable the spatio-temporalbedeutenden UÜberlegungen theologischen un

philosophischen Entwicklungen SOWIE ZUT Entstehung world), belief Glaube, which relates noumenal,
infinıte reality outside the phenomenal world) aM ACS-des Hıstoriısmus auch einıge interessante Einblicke In thetic SCI15C Ahnung, “Cogniıtion hrough DUIC teeling),das ı eben seIiner Hauptdarsteller gewährt. which bridges the chasm between knowledge of the

RESUME Ainıte and alt. In the infinite).
Prenant Ihe second chapter 00 AT de Wette’s time 78 theDOUT obje d’etude l’avenement de
’historicisme, ’auteur s’interesse bibliste ef University of Berlın, argumng that hıs theology W as

theologien allemand VW.M de Wette, et ’historien worked OUT in CONSCIOUS Opposıtion Schleierma
SUISSE aCo Burckhardt detfend 1a these selon cher. De Wette Was particularly ecritical of Schleierma
laquelle, contraırement qu'on considere Ouvent, cher’s wiıllingness mMıNıMISE the iImportance of Dast
’historicisme el Ia secularisation constituent Das un eXpPressIONS of faıth (especılally pre-Christian ones), hıs

definıition of relig10n, which he hought drove wedgerupture majeure AaVEC ’heritage chretien. L ouvrage est
riche el tascinant qu'il apporte un  D reflexion between religion and moral actıon, well hıs ten-

serieuse SUr l’evolution de Ia theologie et de Ia dency underrate aesthetics. utlınıng de Wette’s
philosophie, aınsı UE SUur l’apparition de |’historicisme, applicatiıon of Fries’s philosophy, Howard that
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according de Wette °radıcal eriticısm of sacred ın ftavour of history.
could proceed 1I1ICC ONC recognized that eritic1sm'’s In the final chapter, Howard hıghlights the ‘Augus-
epistemi1C FAalNgc V Iımıted Wissen; iIt could NOT tinıan residuum)’ ın Burckhardt’s thought, contending
encroach ON the religi0usly important cCategories tHat, despite hıs avowed secularısm, there 1$ DTrO-
ot Glaube and Ahnung (p 65) nounced pre-modern undercurrent stemmi1ng trom hıs

Howard then discusses the impact of de Wette’s CcCOonservatıve rellg10us background. Drawıng particular
ecritic1ısm and theology Strauss, who iın Das Leben Jesu attention Burckhardt’s ultural pessimısm, which
applıed hıs theory of myth (as something whose relatıon atypıcal tor the nıneteenth-century wıth Its conhidence

hıstorical EVENTS 15 elusıve and ırrelevant) 4S well ın scIeENCE an utoplan socı1al tormulas and ItSs optimistic
the Enlightenment distinction between [CasON and hıs- belieftf in„ Howard rejects the widely accepted
COr V the Gospel storl1es. Strauss Was also indebted claım that SCCS thıs Schopenhauerian influence,
Reimarus, who consıdered historically mediated owl- argulIng instead that It 1$ secularısed pre-modern
edge of God A contradıction ın terms nd ploneered inheritance from the idea of orıgınal SIN “Ihe Frulns of
the distinction between the historical Jesus (whom he | Burckhardt’s I furnished hım wıth Aall incredu-
regarde A 1Ca Jewiısh apocalyptic V1ISIONarY) and lıty toward the Ooptim1ızıng tendencies nd the epistemo-
the Chrıiıst of faith (who he understood be CONSITUC logical contidence characteristic of nkean, egelian,
by Jesus’ followers). Chapter three also analyses the COMean, and Marxıan approaches history alı in
knowledge-fait tensions of the when the erıtical word, the vVCerYyY foundations of modern hıstorical
demands oft Wissenscha conflicted wıth orthodox theo- thinking’ (p 159 According Howard, Burckhardt’s
logical CONvıcHOnNSsS. Howard that Das Leben Jesu, S55 of human epistemological lIımıtations has
LNOTC than alıy other cultural production of the tıme earned hım Car haglıographical STATUS proto-pOSL-
made TaNSParCNt the intellectual tensions “between the modern ın the CVCS ofNn historians and phiılosophers
worldview oft tradıtional Christianity appropriate iın He also au hım tor hıs socıal realısm, which nabled
faıth and expressed in symbolic forms, and the world of hım toresee of the problems that, MuUuUC later,
“modern CONSCIOUSNESS” acquıred hrough experience WOU manıftfest themselves In the modern totalıtarıan
and [CaAasSON and expressed scientific and historical
knowledge’ (p 506) T hıs 1s IC and fascinating book, which, in addı-

TIhe tourth chapter then takes “D1OUS Basel’, 10n sSer10us reflection theological and philosophi-
Howard informs about 1ts cultural-religi0us historv cal developments well the rıse of histor1c1ısm, offers
In the ate eighteenth and early nıneteenth centurıies, SOTIC fascınatiıng gliımpses nto the liıves of 1ts maın
stressing that It Oone of the MMOST entrenched centers protagonısts. It makes compelling tor Howard’s
of antı-Enlıghtenment religi0sity ın Europe’ (p 142) claım that the avowedly secular phenomenon of hıstor1i-
ther A  OC ATC Burckhardt’s father’s humanıist, orthodox C1sm also exhibits tIraces ofinherited theological
andVpastoral theological CONVICtIONS, which N KOTOTQ| tor interpreting EXPEMENCE: My only quı  €cs would be
ın stark CONTLrFrAaSTt de Wette’s ceritical pOosıt10Ns, the C1Ir- that chapter EHree, wıth Its discussion of Strauss an the
CUMSLANCES surrounding de Wette’s COomıng Basel L1CW christology, angs somewhat ın the alf, that the

well hıs far-reaching influence, which ultımatelvy USCc of footnotes WOU have been preferable end-
led the complete transformatıon of the theology Ess of endnotes and that there 1S conclusıon
department and ındeed the unıversity at arge 1INnto that un the of the book ASs ole Yet.
centfre of Wissenschaft. Burckhardt’s ENCOUNLTLeEr wıth de thıs chould NOT deter ANVONC from thıs important study,
Wette’s hıstorical criticısm student at the University whiıich truly deserves be wıdely read.
of Basel 1$ examıned, AL C the resulting relig10us CYT1SIS Karl Öller, Cheltenham, Englandand Burckhardt’s eventual decıisıon g1ve theologyv
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