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UMMARY inter-connectedness between the figure of eSsus Christ
and the emale poel the LOgOS d the (  ! word

This explores the inter-disciplinarity of DOEIrY iIncarnate and the relationship between the
and eology through novel| DOECIT) wriıttien DY the arts and sSOCia|l reform genera| ence unfolding and

analysing carefully constructed female Christol-Vıctorian Doetl Flizabeth Barrett rownıng 1861
henceforth L BB), Aurora Leigh Specific fOCus of OBY makes the UNawWware reader stand hack Nammaze-

attention I5 the Christological dimension inherent the ment al the riches e tasted
J W  X

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
das In Sich Verwoben Sern der TISTUS 1gur und der

sich FÜ das| )Iıeser Aufsatz Aufgabe Gestalt der Dichterin der LOgOS als das (poetische)
interdisziplinäre Verhältnis von Poesie und Theologie inkarnierte Wort darüberhinaus Allgemeinen die
anhand des ’Romangedichtes’, Aurora eig der Beziehung zwischen den Kunsten un der Sozialreform
Viktorianischen Dichterin Flizabeth Barrett rownIıng olglic das Offenlegen und Analysieren VOT)

1806 32361 VOT) 1NUun\n mıt LEBB abgekürtzt) sorgfältig KOonstirulerter weiblicher Christologie
erforschen .Im Besonderen ird die christologische den unerwarteten eser Frstaunen ob der chätze
|)ımension des Gedichtes beleuchtet werden d.h die gekostet werden können

RESUME
le DETSONMNASC de eSsus Christ el Ia DpOoeteSsse eft

FElizabeth Barrett rownı 1801 QUuU! AVEC e LOgOS 99190 Ia parole (poetIquUeE)
Interesse au  > liens les arts ei les reformes’epoque VI  S: eCcTtTI YU!

s’intitule Aurora eig L e present article considere sOcilales general analyse du m el de
e Caractere interdisciplinaire de DOEUCO- christologie feminine solgneusement construıte conduit
theologique, plus particulierement 1E ecteur QUuUI DaS ConscıIent de perspeclhve
perspeCclve christologique discerne effet des lJens admiration devant 1es richesses u

q  bafe -  q Ar e

EBB STAaTtTeEes her PDUrpOSC WrI1I0uNS Anyurora E1g of SOTT of novel DOCIMN PE FUuNMNS
letter her husband Robert Browniıng 11 the mıdst of OUr CONVENLIONS and rushing

P A But INY chief INTENTLION JUST NO the 1NTIO drawıng LOOIMN1S an the ike where angels
fear tread an MECUNG face face the
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Humanıty Of. the AagC and speakıng the truth A4AS5 NOMECN ack the W generalıise ATT 15 NOT

]’ sphere and hıs hypothetical wiıfe ıll aVeof 1T OuTt plainly
ERR STArts layıng the foundatıon ftor thıs submıt immediately hıs judgement

nove]l around 18572 “CIThe AD EVENTS Although at thıs Aurora has intentıiıon
of Romney, she 15 injured Dy these Iimit-of the might be elated 111 half dozen of

sEeENTENCES observe Charlotte Porter and elen 1N£ depict1ons of female abilıty (And probably that
Clarke The EVENTS themselves AdIC NOT what 15 why che O€es NOT Want hım!) Through

15 unusual about thıs of work they sımply the attıtudes of Aurora and Romney, the reader 15
contronted wıth conflict between L[W.  ®] souls thepOrtraYy mıd CENTUFVY Vıctorian nglan e

through Aurora EBB CADICSSCS her of her masculine amagıng, self: centred Romney VCISUS
the awakening femıinıne self-awareness of

WI) Vıctorian SOCIELY an her proposal that the Aurora hıs conflict 15 iıllustrated the CONTrFraSstAarts be sed IMDITOVC soc1al condiıtions
In letter her friend Anna Jameson EBB between Romney CONCENTratiıon the basıc

mater1a| aSDECTS Or ıfe and Aurora value of SDI1IL-describes Anuyrora E1 4S Al nove]
mediating between herself 4S DOCL an herself 4S

itual and artıst: cultivatiıon for appYy physical
condıtion Aurora order GLaln herhuman being, between the author EBB an the

character of Aurora hus AÄnuyurora E1 should A and AS AartCıisSt CAaNNOTL OVve and
this Romney He ll NOT allow her be ruebe understood AS MarJorıe Stone phrases 1T as herself OTr her calling 45 DOECTportraıt of the AartısSt C: withın E of OWEVE! 4S the VCars Dass Aurora feelings forthe Vıctorian per10d’s notable works of SdeCc Romney W an INOTEC tender untiıl chediscourse a work offering nothing less than realises that she loves hım TNOIC than AL1LYy otherrevelatıon’ z revelatıon of what ıs the focus of
INan For HE she O€es NOT are confess thısthıs discussıon

Betore INOVINS LINOTC detaijled analysıs truth hım ftor he 15 NOT VeL ready TLECCIVC her
love Romney undergoes everal tragedies beforeshort SUIMINAaL Y of AÄAnurora E1 itself be he 15 DTOVCNM worthy of hıs beloved He 15 torced

SIVCI) Unfortunately only MNMICTE skeleton of the apply hıs ıberal iıdeals hıs understanding of
Call be offered JuUSt much 4S WOTNCIMN their abılities an roles 111 SOCIELY Finally,the of thıs he 15 able atlırm her as AartCıst Aas INal-

The revolves around the central character ried WOIMNNanN
Aurora Leigh beginning wiıth her ‘lonely child Anyurora Leigh Can be and I Y VICW has be
hood of NieNSE spirıtual ardour and wıth highly read as that inextricably 1n transforma-
organized emMmperament loving beauty 110N transfiguration an resurrection Aurora
both for ITS sake and for 1TS Dart ıfe d an Romney AIC transfhigured from earthlyof spirıtual aspırati1on’ TOM the vVeErY YTSt terrestrial until they embody MECUNGS of
Aurora 15 alıve God and MECUNG God through the human an Dıvıne 4S COChrist did the A,
art-t Unusually tor her CTa she thinks an decıdes of Hıs transfiguration an FESHTTECITION Inter-
for herself. UuDOI WOINNan right her estingly enough these changes arc always rooted
OW indıvidual growth hus she 15 vVeLY aNntLagO- fırmly the everyday of thıs WOT. hus Anurora
NISTIC the SDITCIT of her dQC Aurora 15 described E1 depicts aNUC1IpatioN and aTt the SAd1L1le 1
d human eing born wıth free soul an thıs ZUaAFaANTCC of the eschatological realıty described
nables her A thıs attıtude She her 111 the book of Revelation.
freedom AdS5 oift from God that OFr1eNTts her toward Some cırculate 1ı Vıctorianıst
God her arı and ıfe cırcles about the Incompatıbility theologicalThe other central character 15 Romney, NO AT the femi1inıst dimensions of the work of FERB
and full of g00d INTeNTLONS he 15 the modern they SCCI1 almost categorically 1I8NOIC E BB)’
reEDTESCNLALIVE of socı1al reformer OWEeVer iıke portrayal of the resurrected Christ the second
MOST Vıctorian CN CVCN those wıth 1ıberal iıdeals half of thıis DOCM an the implications following
he O€s NOT apply them gender relations Hıs from thıs hus EeMNENT femıinıst lıterary scholars
1AS 15 StTONg that he Call only 1n of such as Cora plan an Deirdre aVl Prevent
4S appendage INan He 15 incapable (at fırst) Irue evaluatıon of the SITUCLION of female
of SCCINES 4S human ıke himself. Christology Anyurora E1 plan CT1IT1CISES
and NOT simply domesticated anımal For hım EBB ON the grounds that she K A has ANUSWECT
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the misery of the DOOTF CXCECDL her OW Lan of salvatıon hIStOrYy. Isobe!l Armstrong refers
of COChristian OVC and DOECITY Luike Cora Anyurora E1 4S ‘*teminine demystified form of
plan Deidre Davıd 1gnores ERBBR’s intentional the Christian yt $However, wiıith plan and
embodiment of the VISION AaTt the end of Revela- avl Armstrong also 1ignOores the second half of
t10N, arguing that ‘“Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s the (books S1X nıne) where the actıve,
COMMENTS about WOINNCI an her rhapsodic closing Creative; revealing and redemptive Christ works
of Anurora E1} ‘dislodge much of the fem1- ultiımately an jubilantly through the ftemale DOCL

Aurora. Her OMMENTS describe only the passıon1St meanıng recently read Nto her career’.° Such
remarks only that neither plan 1L1OT David and the suffering of Christ iın the ftemale Aurora
aVve grasped the extraordinary rich an complex (alluded ıIn [0780) ONC fıve). Agaın overlook-
bıblical allusions inherent 1n the fgure of Aurora Ing the resurrection motif Linda ]ewiıs refers
herself. Nor ave they understood desire AÄAnurora Leigh, 4A5 ‘feminiızing of the passıon
cultivate the spiritual and artıstic Natfure AS SIVINS Christ INOTC feminine qualities‘ :
of addressing the mater1al an socı1al aSPECCTS of lıfe of these CT1It1CS M1Ss important linkıng of

Aurora AS the actıve Christ al ftemale DOCLAyurora Le1gh OEeES NOT offer disembodied DOECILYV
and theology but poet1C theology OTr theologi- reformer (whıc ERBB SCETS 4S early d book
cal poetics planted fırmly ın human exIstence. ERB two!) MarJorıe Stone in her VeEIrIYy enlightening and
certainly O€es NOT deserve such dismissals of her comprehensive discussion of Aurora E1 empha-

S1SES the prophetic dimension of Aurora Aurora 45theology 4S eing merely tradıtional. Her theology
15 DrogressiVve ın 1tSs redaction of biblical mater1a| prophet-poet (3 554) But Stone oes NOLT

though 1It Can be sa1d that she 1S tradıtional 1ın recognıse how GXITEINE an radıical female
Christology 15that che DES refer scriptural In S In Anurora Leigh the reader Can detectplan an Davıd AIC NOLT alone ın theır blind-

CcSs5 (radical) portaya of the Resurrected carefully constructed reESDONSCS everal
embodied ın an NOT only HIC  3 At the OUTCCS of influence. Firstly, 18th CENTUFY

Enlıghtenment philosophy (LE “gOo1Ing beyond/beginning of the Romney SayS Aurora:
Women ASs yYOU aIC,

behind the Christ of ogma what he €
sented “ethically”, paraphrase Jaroslav Pelikan)MereD' personal an pass1ıoNnate, an 19th CCNTUFrY OIt hgure ofT1SEOou o1ve us doating mothers, and perfect heavıly indebted German ealıist thought an

WI1VES,
ublime Madonnas, and enduring saınts! German Romantıcısm, AS ell 4A5 Englısh Romantı-

cism.** Secondly, her poetic an sOC10-politi-We SEL Christ trom YOU, an verily cal readıng of the book of Revelation, and the role
We shall NOT gECL DOCLT, ın mınd’ Z 2720 plays ıIn makıng the Christian relevant

25): for her CONTEMPOFAarY Ss1tfuation. Her Christology
Here Romney VO1lCES what 1S AS the c  ortho- everal afhınıties wiıth modern feminiıst

dox male) theology of hıs time WCCD and perhaps lıberatıon theology (if lowed
an DTaYV, but they ATC NOT capable ofanythıng else. make such bold claım). portrayal of
Consequently, WOINNCI ADC ımıted in theır Aurora AS Christ an Chrıist-poet iıllustrates the
an their creatıve energles AIC ignored. However, Church hıstorian Jaroslav ellıkan s discussıon of
EBB employs NOT subtle 1rONY do CL 19th CCNLUrY cultural depict1ons of Victorian SOCI1-
Christ from sublime Madonnas! In © °“Christ AS the Oet of the Spirıt’ an Chrıst
Romney’s words, ERB Aurora, ın whom the Liberator). In her portrayal of these categorI1es,
both Christ and dwell In her they ATC EBB sensitive as ell 20th CCNTUFY fem1-
indissoluble unıty. The female, tradıtionally 1st CONCETINS about the inhfinıte Logos becoming
as incapable of representing OT embodying either finıte 1ın the incarnatıon. Through Aurora, EBB
Christ 0)8 the pOCL, 15 ıIn Aurora the incarnatıon of enfleshes the Christian resurrection 1W lıfe, AS

both EBB leaves the path of conventional 19th the ending, OT rather the beginning of her poetIic
CENTUrY theological discourse and creates DOS- narratıve.
stbilıty for re-thinking, re-defining and At the opening of the poetic-novel Meet
creation of the Christ ın the ftemale. “We CL VCIY OUuUNg, dogmatıc an ıdealıstic Aurora wh

Chrıist from VOU: , SaVS Romney but Aurora informs the reader that In tackling O0 of
"gets Christ’ from purely male treatment theological and philosophical natfure she 15 MOVINg
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KGa °“*he central truth” (1 500) about God Ralph Waldo Emerson 15 another thinker that
LNOTC sceptical an older Aurora (who 1S the has engage 1ın siımılar tODI1CS though hıs approac

18 different from the Schleiermacherian. Hıs °God-retrospectıve narrator) s1ghs, at least *a thought
sSo (1; SO1) When she begins read DPOCTIT Y, the CONSCIOUSNESS’ 15 awakened DYy hıs eEXpeENENGE of
YOUN£ Aurora declares that ‘her sou] Sprang Uup the natural. rather than reference the ıtfe of
surprised/ Convıcted f the eterniıties’ at Jesus. Ihe MVStCT V of eauty for hım 15 ‘|s ]tandıng
“poetry’'s divıne TST inger touch’ el 0-55) the aAre ground IN Y head bathed by the blithe
Wıth idealıst’s certaınty sche SCCS AS *the ar an uplifted Nto infinite the CUl-

only truth-tellers OW left God/ The only of the Universal eing cırculate rough IN
speakers ot essent1al truth’? (1 9-61; emphasıs Dart of od:; he wrıtes in hıs
mine). Poetry, for her AaTt thıs MOMECNT, 15 pas- Nature.*° What Emerson 15 constructing ere 1S
s1O0Nate for truth/ Beyond these senses’ (1 916; analogıa Naturae, 4S elıkan phrases It Some-
emphasıs mine). EBB sıgnals that Aurora 1$ L1OW thing close what ERBRB refers ıIn Anuyurora e10h,
ready for the SE acquaıntance wiıth the youthful but also tor example ın her earlier The Book of
Romney for che 15 st11] SsSo OUNg£g, StroNg, the Poets (1 542).
SUTC of (2 15) an (07 NOT choose be TIo MNg thıs argument polnt, thıs COI1-
WISE yert SCIOUSNESS of the Dıvıne and the natural

TIThe NCOUNTEr wıth Romney 1n confronta- inform presentation of the POCL Aurora and
tional exchange indeed Aurora’s complacent her un10n with Christ.
idealısm about God and On the Dasıs of her Whiıle discussing Chrıst the Liberator)’ Pelikan
gender Romney rejects Aurora’s qualifications tor summarıses the argumenNts In 19th and 20th CEeE1N-

writing meaningful an useful He appeals LUr Yy debates the ‘Hıstorical Jesus’. He wrIıtes
the maleness of Christ and the tradıtional male that these debates retrieved the V1ICW of Christ

gender ofa DOCT He brings together the DOCL wıth 4S the “irst CCNLUr Y Prophet wh: had preached
Chrıst In typically Romantıc FeVISIONIST INaANNCI, the Justice of God 4S It Was directed agalnst all
but orbids anı y identification between the ( HhriSst- OPPTFCSSOTIS of Bumanıty .< galn, thıs dimension
pPOCL and the ftemale TAus; Romney reveals hıs Of Christ inform portrayal of
modernıity ın hıs understanding of the DOCHC, but Aurora and her artıstic efforts 1berate
15 AaCKWAar:' and lımiıted 1ın hıs outlook gender- In Christ
1Ssues. In Anyrora E1 EBB wınds ogether these

As mentioned earlıer, In arosalv CHkKanı's Jesus different strands, the artıstic an the polıtical,
VISE hrough the Centurtes, Hıs Place In the Haı1s- which Pelikan somehow United
LOVY of Caulture find motifs of Vıctorian wıth Christ d Hıs representative, the character
depictions ofChrist He defines Christ A4S the oet al Aurora functions artıstically an polıtically.
of Spirıt” A CONSIrUCT of Jesus who identihes sub- Aurora and her CrGCALOr EBB understand them
Ject and object, reconcıles humanıty an nature, be inseparable: polıtıcal reform 18 1n eed of art,
CONSCIOUSNESS and unconsciousness.!* Drawing Al rules about who C dl produce arı dICcC 1n eed
Schleiermacher’s Litfe f Jesus the °central of polıtıca reform. hat 18 what Aurora trıes
of the biography of Jesus Was the ‘develop- teach Romney.
ment 1ın hım of “God-consciousness’ that Wäas When Romney emphasises Christ’s maleness

;perfect an therefore unıque in degree, but he denies Aurora’s STAaTus Christ, NOT only OC€s
the other hand, NOT fundamentally dıfferent deny he her VE “GOod-consciousness’, but

In 1n from the God-consciousness of others.*® also her opportunity be °“Poet Spirıt”. In
Hence, Jesus 1$ ftor Schleiermache (thıs time hıs CVCS, she, 4S CANNOT wrıte the word
quoting from The COhrıstian Faıth) °*the “archetype Word She CANNODOT aVve the artıstic abılity 1Der-
| Urbild| of authentic humanity 1in 1ts relatiıon AT the oppressed from inJustice through arı
and CONSCIOUSNESS of God ın Jesus Christ galn 4S mentioned earhıer. [WO 1SSUES ıIn
the archetype MUST ave become completely his- modern feminist debate VCT Christ’s maleness
torıcal ]’ 14 Pelıkan poilnts OufTt that ‘because SCCHN coincıde wıth portrayal of Aurora
such God-consciousness’ has been manıiıfested 4A5 Christ and Christ-poet. 111 choose promı1-
wıth specıal force In artısts an p  > the aesthetic en ngures make INY po1nt.
eXperienNce of Jesus Call “supersede the dogmatic, The Feminist theologian Rosemary Radford
the moral;, CVCI) the historical’ !> Ruether that the historical Jesus should
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be understood An particular and paradıgmatic TCV- both face tragedies. Aurora 15 confronted wıth the
elatıon of LOgoOs |W e eed fuller abilıty FaDc of Marıan, female friend an thus, wıth the

aCCCeDL hıs particularıty, wıthout confusing NC 1SSUE of the female body. Aurora deals simultane-
aSPCCL of that particularıty, his maleness, wiıth the ously wiıth these challenges of being an
PESSCI1ICE of Christ AN Od’s Word incarnate’.‘® DOCL, and the relationshıip between art, lıfe an
Romney CXPICSSCS the confusion Radford Ruether OVEeE She concludes, therefore, that the spirıtual
Wrl 1ls agalnst. Despite hıs discouragement, Aurora should NOT be separated from the earthly, OT Vice
learns CÄDICS the Og0OS ıIn her WI) language versa.*0 She deduces from that, that the poet’s
an her ftorm AS female (Christ), Who 15 the truth MUST TAaW ‘It J]hrough al things upwards’
mediator between eternal world and ur for ‘ w lıthout the spırıtual, observe, the natural’s
world In time. iımpossible wıthout„ spirıtual

FElisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza AaSSEeTTS that what 15 [ 15 | inapprecl1able, beauty OTr power‘. TIThe
theologically important 15 Jesus’ choice devote artıst “holds firmly by the natural reach the
Hımself the needy and NOT hıs masculinıty. spirıtual beyond ıf Laike Fra 1DpPO 1ppL, che
The VOUNS Romney focuses Christ’s manhood, exclaıms ‘J e Jarth’s crammed wıth heaven, an
rather than acknowledging Christ’s solıdarıty wiıth COINMON bush afıre wıth God’ ( Z /60-524).
the D OOT. Therefore, Romney ACCCDL Auro- Appropriately, the artıst’s anguage 15 “GOod’s, NOT
FAa® DOCLTY AS havıng inherent lıberating qualities. OUTS,; and | we | Dass It on/ Like bread Aat d-
He MUST learn read Aurora an her work diftfer- ment (/; 2-75) TIhe poet’s word becomes the
ently an SO W OUuUTt of hıs male-centred VIsSION f LOgOSs made flesh, meanıng the word becoming
Christ Aurora, the other hand, IN UST learn realıty 1n the celebration of the Nev-
embrace wh Christ C her be ertheless, despite the import of poetic language,

Throughout Anurora Leigh, Aurora It that Aart ıtself IMUST ‘tee] the SOu. ] ıve
define DOCTTY, the DOCL and poetry’s nction. Dast It She accedes that human language has IfSs

She maıntaıns that the DOCL mediates ‘|b Jetwixt Iımıtatıons and Jove strikes hıgher’ towards the
eternal truththe an unseen’, peakıng OufTft for “what

1€eS$ beyond/ Both speech an imagınatıon’ @2, At thıs pOo1Nt, Aurora who 15 Just SauNnıNng
_7) nat 1S, the DOeCL ECVCH female DOCL glımpse of herself 4S 15 Just 4S VCI-

mediates the Diıivine realm. She SaVS the “‘poet’s whelmed 4S the reader. Questions about ‘truth:;
indıvıidualısm’ becomes the poliıtical ‘unıversal’ the *natural’ and the "SENSUOUS’; the “spirıtual”
because H It takes the soul/ TIo IMOVEC body’; Wl an the ‘heavenly’; the “poet’s word’ an the
takes the ideal, blow the haır’s breadth off/ Ihe ° divine 020S  w art and ‘“ ove  ? ave been raised.
ust of the acfüual”. She exclaıms that the French Io CaVC these Varlı0oOus dimensions NtOo whole
soclalıst reformer Fourıier fajled because he Was eed mediator eed the Chrıst whom
NOT enough of DOCT °to understand / hat ıfe Romney could NOT find 1ın the female Aurora. It 15
evelops from wiıthıin) (Z 478-854). Aurora’s DOCL Christ who allows Aurora regaın her faıth In her
1$ both PirKAans °“Christ the oet of the Spirıt’, ftemale poet’s VOlCce. Since the tr1-une face
and °Christ the Liberator) who claims that politics 15 NOT made fully visıble the human WOT.| He
AIC ın eed of (poetIic) soul, Just AS much 4S 1$ known in and Dy the LOgoOs that speaks of Hım
pOetIiC) sou]| 1S 1n need of politics. Jesus Christ 15 that LOgoOs incarnate, that which

Came from the mouth of God an took flesh GodAurora explains Romney retrospectively that
che (and he) had *made TOO SMa Dart for (3a and the LOgOs AdICcC co-eternal an inseparable*‘
(S: 555) ıIn their I1ves. In her developing theory of an the Og0OS 15 ın SOTMI1C the primary and
DOCTLT Y, che desires keep part before her fundamental WaY of relatıng God Because she
She COMM1ISSIONS g1ve human Vvolce °to 15 unıted wiıth Christ, the OOS, Aurora, the DOCU;
the spirıt-world/ Outside the liımits of OUur Call be mediator between the bodily and the SPIr-
an time (3 125) else *miI1ss the thought’ and itual, between time and eternity. Through rst,
fa1] interpret the spırıt WOTr. Her worshipful the .Poet of the Spirıt, her word Call disclose the
CI V MY God, God/ SUDTEMCEC Artıst) (S MYSTErY of the God behind the veıl. Poetry Call,
435) places her artıstry In the COMNTIEXT of Hıs SOMIC CXtCHEL,; be analogy Christ’s incarna-
OOS, an reveals OW God,; Nature an DOECITYV t10n 1t CaAall COLLVCY the MVYSTErV of truth

1fSs readers an lısteners.dIC inseparable cCategories. :
Just mention briefly, Aurora and Romney God makes hıs OVEe incarnate 1ın Chrıst TIhrough
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Christ, OVeC creates art Rooted In Christ, love CsStT and MOST efhcacious eXpression in both incar-
and A ave salvıhic dimension. Aurora retfers natıonal Arı an the OVEe of wedded souls. Both
directly the Incarnatıon: lalnd therefore did revea| the OgOS wiıthin the word. The revelatıon
He COMC nNto ur flesh/ take the soul,/And VISION Aat the close of the narratıve depicts the end

DOSSCSS the ole INall, body and soul’ (8, 545- of the soul-making and sOUl-saviıng DTOÖCCSS of thıs
50) Romney describes the effect Aurora’s DOCITY DOCHIN DY emale Christ-poet.has 1mM ‘I y ]ou VE shown 111C trutäs / Aurora E1 rCPFrESCNLES culmination of

truths NOT - indeed, / But SCET wıthın IN Y thoughts an Call, therefore, be viewed
reach Dy ör you,/ Presented by VOUTLF VO1lCEe AS her MOST Mafure of works. In letter Robert
and the way/ T take them clearest’ (8, Browning, wrıtten eleven before the book 15

The truths Aurora’s DOCLIY has revealed published, che describes an intense ıIn the
Romney aVEe an inherent redemptive truth which the DOCLT struggles COMMUNI-

W Her DOCITY incarnates 0)8 discloses aSPECTS CatTe ineffectual struggle | though ], 1SSUINGof God’s truth for Romney. He proclaıms: Aait 1ın masterpleces of the world’.*” For her the g-15 the Our for souls, / hat bodies, eavened by ole 15 already the masterplece.the ll an ONVEe, Be lıghtened redemption’ The inal understanding of Christ 1n Aurora
9,939-41 E1 embodies Christ A oet and SOC1O-

Through the development of Aurora an political theory of world ıIn Christ Who
Romney ERR us for her Vıctorian COMNNCS FeCeEIN. revea|l andembodiment otf the Book of Revelation. At the Schüssler Forenza’s COMMENTAFr Revelatıonen ofAuyrora e10h, che ENVISIONS her OW. world pO1Nts OUufTt that “Revelation’s theological alı hıistranstormed Dy redemption and revelation. Aurora
AS empowered Dy Christ the oet of the Spirıt,

torıcal locatıon 1S ıIn the marg1ıns of the Christian
and of mainline theology’ an that liıberationEBB unıtes Christ wiıth Aurora, wh Romney calls theologies °“cherish Revelation’s polıtical WOTr ofthe “morning eträr ( 908) In Rev 22106 Christ

proclaims: z | the bright morning star’
VISION for IfSs prophetic indictment of exploita-
tıon and Oppression 4S ell AS 1fs sustalnıng VISION(NRSV The identification of Christ wiıth Aurora’s of justeiceE Schüssler Forenza underlines thename“*$ 15 twofold She 15 the morning STar of early

dawn, of L1ICW beginnings and 1G Insıghts. She 15 earthly Natfure of the New Jerusalem: °the GCETHTE
of the theological VISION and rhetoricalalso transtormed allusıon the dropped KETAT in of Revelation 1S the earth? $} It 15 for this Caren, anRev Ö, 101 124 In the final JjJudgement STar

15 burning AS lamp embitter 1T part through the female Christ-poet that EBB ENVISIONS
her polıtical, soclal, artıstiıc an inner worlds “madeearth’s 21ers Aurora refers thıs DaASSagC! ‘l a] new 52 ın the lıght of the dawning day.dropped star / Makes bitter waters’ (D 7-18)

OWever EBB SCS thıs allusıon NOT signıfy
wrath, but the destructive Z01INg OUuUTt Notes

trom the WOTINanN artıst wh: 18 dropped STar, who
abandons her Vocatıon for the mater1al securıty of

( The Omplete Orks 0  1ızabeth Barrett Brown-
ING, ed Dy Charlotte Porter/ Helen Clarke, New

marrıage. en Aurora decides Romney, York IThomas TOWE Co.., AMS G: 1978, vol
there AIC S1SNS that shel belong the INa Y
‘dropped Stars‘. eing slave her husband’s P23rtcr/ Clarke, V111
interests. Rather, Romney prophecies that Aurora MarJorie StOne; Elızabeth Barrvett Browning,
wıll be “morning-star’ (D 908 ); ‘speaking her on Macmiıllan, 1995, 137
revelatıon the world? 2° hıs finally hıs Porter/ ar  © vol 4, ixt

‚Ora lan (ed.); Elızabeth Barrett Browning,prior words: |wle geLt Christ from vVou, for he
C} Her hıs Christ, who has reveal Her- Aurora Leigh and er Poems, London Women’s
self and redeem him Press. 1978

De1idre Davıd, Intellectual Women an ViıctorıianAurora becomes Romney the Christ 'atrıachy, London acmıllan, 1987, 147bearer’ *7 At the verY en of Auyurora E1 there 18 al indebte: Oorınne Davıes for thıs referencetowards the “understanding |of| iruHe which has completely changed focus Aurora
d identical OVE In the image of Christ “ Leighlove, °the soul of soul, withiıin the soul’ 9 Isobel Armstrong, Viıctorian Poetry: Poetry, Poetiıcs

8580), that 1S, love Incarnate In Chrnist, inds 1tSs full- and Polıtics, London: outledge, 1993, 369
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Aurora, the Morning-Star: Shedding New 1g 9th Century Christology

Linda LewI's, Elızabeth Barrvett Browning’s zrıtua 10N, rea walls, clouds NCW, NOOINN, and of COUTSC

Proqress, Olumbıa University of Missouriı1 PTreSss, morning STAr.
230.234 D' Aurora 1s the vigilant Goddess of Dawn who DCN

10 Here referring Pelikan’s classiıfication of the purple gaLC of the ast C# Ovıd, E€tamor-
Christ A “I’he Teacher of Common Sense) 18th phoses 12t.
century), “Ihe oet of the Spirıt" and “I’he Libera- “Ihe 1r ange CW hıs trumpetL, and A STar
tor ot 19th century). ( Pelıkan, Jesus Chrıst tell from heaven, blazıng lıke torch, an IT tell
hrough the Centurtes. Hıs Place In the 2StOTY of the 1r of the rivers and the Springs of

Ihe Nanlc of the STar 15 Wormwood. 1r of theCulture, New York Yale University Press, 1985
11 Vıctorlanısts, such Stone have made of WafTers became wormwood, and Ianı y died from

the StIrONg Romantıc influences inherent In BB’s the 5 because 1T WAas made bitter(NRSV).
(Emphasıis miıne)

25K Pelikan, 194 Romney: My morning-star, morning,
153 Ibıd., 196 rse and shine,/ touch INYV wıth radıance

I5id.; 197 NOT theır OWn./ iıne tor LW Aurora (9,
15 Ibıd., 198 908-10).

The Oomptete ESSAYyS and Her Wrıtings of Stone, 136
Emerson, ed by Brook Atkınson, New York Compare this wıth the Davıd Saul relationship ın

Modern LiDbrary, 1940, Robert Browning’s Saul.
PeHKan.; 209 17.A0D€ Bıemann, Ongoing Testament In Brown-

18 Rosemary dford Ruether, Introducıng Redemp- INA S ‘“Saul”, 1ın University of Jloronto Quarterly,
F10N ın Chriıstian Femin1ism, hefheld Academic 423 7) Wınter 166
Press, 1998, 147/ Phılıp Kelley/ Scott Lewı1s eds:) The Brownıng
CE: V The Book of the Poets, ın Porter/ Correspondence, vol 10 Winfhield Wedgstone
Clarke, vol 6, 294 Press, 1992, 264

3()(a Aurora’s poetics ın book ONC of UVOTVAa Leigh 1sabet Schüssler Fiorenza, Revelatıon: Vısıon of a
2 $ rologue St John’s Gospel. Just OT Mınneapolıs: Fortress Press, 1998,

Victorlanists generally refer OILC primary inter- 6f.
FECXTI trom Rev 21 about the twelve of the 21 Ibıd, 109 ( Rev. 21 SIEC the home of
New Jerusalem ( 5-64) However, there arc God 1$ ONg mortals. He wıl dwell wıth them
IHNalıy TNOIC echoes of ımages, images they ıll be hıs coples, and God himself ll be
dırectly derived from the book of Revelatıon 1ın the wıth them)’ RS
last liınes of the DOCH). Ihere AIC eleven such 2° C Rev 21 sjee Anl making all things
Images echoes: thev AaPPCar times 1ın Revela- NEeEW RS
t10N Among them ATC SUN, key, stand, door, clar-

NE  S FROM ATERNOSTER

Fearless for ruth
Personal Portrait of the ıfe of George easley-Murray

Paul Beasley-Murray
Wıthout doubt George Beasley-Murray Was OLC of the Baptısts of the 20tch CENLUFY. long-standiıng

Princıipal of Spurgeon’s College, he made significant contributions In dıverse baptısm an eschatology,
well wrıting commentarıes John’s Gospe!l nd the Book of Revelation.

Fearless for Truth tells the NOTLT simply of George Beasley-Murray’s lıfe, but Iso describes the Varıous
theological cControversies In which he Was involved. hıs book wiıll NOTLT only appeal Baptısts and theological

students, but al who ATC interested 1ın grappling wıth broad SWCCD of theological 1ssues.

Rev Dr Paul Beasley-Murray 1S currently SeN10T miınıster of Central Baptiıst Church, Chelmsford.

ISBN: 1-84227-134-) 2209x 135 D/0 FTB 99

Paternoster Press, Box 300, Carlisle, Cumbrıa CA3 0QS,
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