
EuroJTh Z OTE s

wıll lead home.  M
((Perseverance of believers divine gift and human

responsi1ibility

Jan Henzel
Levice, OPDPAaR1A

SUMMARY Dart of sanctification C arıses al the Sarne MOmMent
ASs justification and IS nOT the heliever’s ılıon the

Ihe doctrine of DETSCVETANCE IS unfashionable OMNe DFrOCECSS. There IS not much duty helievers live
for systematıc theologians. Moltmann’s work IS really ethically LE IS trom the ISSUE of salvation ASs

only the history of the development of the doctrine need Incorporate DEFSCEVETANCE part of the actıon
mM the eiliorme historical SUFVEY allows four of of Christ In the believer, realised that 1cC
theses about Perseverance be made. Perseverance IS CONNeEeCTS Dast salvation ith future consummatıon

qe  e

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
zusammenfällt und nicht VOo Gläubigen hinzugefügt

|Jie re Vo  —— der Beharrung Im aubens Ist ird FS geht weniger darum, das eiNısche | eben des
systematischen Theologen nicht besonders In ode Gläubigen VOT] der Errettung rennen, als die
Moltmanns Arbeit hietet die Geschichte der Entwicklung Notwendigkeit, das Beharren als eil des Wirkens der
dieser Lehre hei den Reformierten. DIS: geschichtliche na: Christi iIm Gläubigen Integrieren, das die
UÜberblick ührt vier Thesen Beharrung ist Teil vergansgene Errettung mıiıt der zukünftigen Vollendung
der Heiligung, die zeitlich miıt der Rechtfertigung verbindet.

q  f

Oment UJUC 1a justification el constitue DaS
RESUME dditif apporte Dar e croyant DTrOCESSUS. On doit

DaS considerer Ia necessite DOUT e cCroyanti de Vivre
K3a doctrine de 1a perseverance des salnts n/est plus I5 conformite /’ethique d’une maniere qui 1a separe de
mode DOUT 1es theologiens systematiques. L’ouvrage de Ia question du salut; contraire, faut considerer
Moltmann traıte zr de I’histoire du developpement la perseverance aisant partie integrante de
de Octrıne parmı les docteurs reformes. Ce SUrvo| |l’ceuvre UJUC Christ accomplit DVarT grace dans le cCroyant,
historique le conduit quatre theses. S perseverance el aisant e lien ’aspect Dasse du salut el

SO  M achevement futuraılt Dartıe de Ia sanctification qU! advient d mmMeTrnNe

> q  ka

1788 John Wesley started hıs CONCIse reatise 15 being discussed wıth 1MOIC readiness. Perhaps
SECV1044S Thoughts uDON the DPerseverance 0  € SAaLNnts AlC SaunıNg SOMIC perspective such doctrines
wıth complaıint: ‘Many large volumes ave been 4S perseverance.”*
already published ON thıs ımportant subject. ” Despite thıs optiımısm VC few Ser10us treatıises

Berkouwer wrıting 1n 1958 atlırmed ‘Ar 15 grat- of thıs subject aV been produce the Dast
ıfyıng that tOoday, because of fresh reflection OIl the Interestingly the doctrine of DEISCVCIALNLEC
basıc princıples of the Reformation, thıs doctrine has een treated LNOIC intensively the ArCa of
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1D11Ca ecology than SYSTEMALLC theology INg of the doctrine of PEISCVCIANCEC 15 ase 0)8! the
arshall’s Kept By the Power of God® reflects of God When he speaks about-

INV VICW aASPCCLS of Wesleyan PErSPECLLVEC AIICC he the gift of God by W the elect
an Gundry aul Perseverance WTI1L- DEISCVCIC Christ the end He believes that
ten from the Reformed PErSpECLLVEC AIC the best elect certaınly PEISCVECIC but the belıever

of the subject bıblical heology Ca infallıbly know hıs election thıs earthly
ate LAfE the Son° also belongs lif: us i{ 15 uncertaın whether ANVONC has
thıs CaLCgOrY ut = EC1IO0OW the tandard of Mar- received thıs oift long AS he 15 stil] lıving 15

chall’s and un olf’s FrESPECLIVE works. Avery For Augustine the beginning of faıth 15 based
ine work grounded ı111 bıbliıcal eology and SUuS- ON PreVCNICHNT which INan

ZCSUNGS sound pastoral adviıce 1ı15 The Race Set decision therefore 1L 15 SIVCN potentially for
Before ( bvV Schreiner and Canedav those whi do NOT seek 1L OWEeVer PECISCVCIANCEC

Protessor Moltmann Predestination und the end 15 based subsequent which
Perseveranz ADDCALS be the only MONOgrap C wıth INan s will after hıs decıisıon
of the 1StOrY Oof the doctrine of PDEISCVCIANCC and I herefore PEISCVCIANCC the faith 15 only
CVCN Naf 15 maınly concerned wıth 1TS develop- for those who seeck 1L Thıs led Burns di1s-
MmMent wıthın the Reformed tradıtıon In the ArCa tinguish 1 Augustine teachıng L[W
Of SVYSTEMALLC eology the doctrine ofd SIACCS the of COMNVETITSION an the of
A1I1CC has NOLT LrGALMENT wıthın the PEISCVCIANCECReformed tradıtıon a Berkouwer Aa1 an OSe (Chrıistians) who ATC. predestineDPerseverance Question 15 whether there 15 another olory CIVC second whichneeded thıs ATCA wiıdely treated
the Past We SC AT least C450O115$5 W| Justi effects that rCcpCNTANCC for and that Zz00d

on hıch arc NCCCSSALV for theır salvatıon
ur embarking ON thıs PrOJEeCL Fırst 15 that Ur OSse who AIC NOT predestined AIC NOLT deprivedpastoral CAPCIICIICC A4S well AS Ur of the of charıty; rather the LCMPTLAUONSCUITENI WrL1unNng (or rather the ack of wrıting) ON
thıs subject 111 eologic Journals SUSSCSLTS that of this world they eventually faıl and 1I1NCUr

condemnatıoneIorme eology INaYy be Oosıng rather than
111 PEISPECLHVE ON thıs doctrine hıs FEITCAT hus the of conversion Oo€es NOLT ımply the
15 secondlyv, entorced by the CIHTEeNT advance of of PEISCVCIANCE If Put late Augustine
the Armınıan the OILlLC hand and of the hıs existential qUESUON who wiıll be finally saved

hıs ultımate ANSWer would be that only Godcalled artaker 1CW anı the Grace Evangelical
Soclety knows He however 15 that all who

he recentTt Arminıian Lreatment 15 I114$S- wiıll be saved AIC saved by
SIVC volume of SO1 WTILLEN Dy Corner subsequent western approaches the doctrine of

PEISCVCIANCC be traced back STASCSThe Belıever Condıtional SECuUrıLEV On the ther
en! of the SpECITUM such works AS Dıil- of Augustine thought
low The E1gn of the Servant Kıngs Faton Thomas Aquıinas 1274 SCCS predestina-

18(0)8| AS Part Of provıdence and INanT heology of Encouragement severalTı of
the Westmuinster Chapel mMinıster endall K destination tor eternal lıfe 15 absolutely
and the Amerıcan Journal of Grace vangelıca wıth God but NOT ar for the himself 15 Fol-
Socıety Except for the doctoral thesıs of Fkaton lowıng 1eated debates maınly between

Francıscans and Benedictines SOINNC PDarts ofthese AIC 1MOTC popular than academı1c but
nıat onlv 1MCAaNS that they 1NOIC wıdely Uu- Aquinas teaching WEeIC codıfıed Dy the Councıl
lated EeLP ArC the challenges the Hield of Irent Through fear of spırıtual

wıdely vorked Ol 111 the past complacency the Councıl stronglvy denıes the PCI-
sonal confidence of Christian { N ]o ONC Can
know DYy that A4SSUTance of faiıth hich excludes allHistorical SULVCV of the doctrine falsehood that he has obtained the ofGod

TIhe YSt SYSTEMALLC treatment 15 Augustine De Chapter STates that those who PEISCVCEIC
0N0 perseverantiae‘“ wWwYrıtfen 478 4729 wıthın the en eternal lıfe should be held OUTt both 4S
the ONntroversies wıth Pelagius Or1g1in; promised 1881 hıs INCICVYV through Jesus Christ
S11 an predestination Augustine understand the children of God anı AdS reward promised
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Dy God himself, be faithfully bestowed, ON the regeneration ftrom perishing Or eing totally lost.“>
promıse of God hımself, for theır x00d works and Canons recognise Varıous degrees of ASSUPALLCC,
merits. ! he Councıl distinguishes between the that IN from the Word, “*trom the testiımonYy of
poss1ibilıty of PEISCVCIANCEC ( DOosse Derseverare) and the Holy Spırıt, wıtnessing wıth ur spırıt that
actual PDEISCVCIANCEC ( Derseverantıa aActualıs). IThe ArCc hıldren and heırs of God Rom O:161: an
latter 15 NOT automatıc result of the former.!® astly, from er10us an holy desıre PICSCIVC

726Hence the SLTONS wording of Canon of the gxood consclence an perform x00d works.
SAaLlıc Decree: “r ANVOILC SdaVS wıth absolute and Believers obtaın and INaYy ave certaın CAasurec of
infallıble certitude CSS he SNn have earned ASSUTalNcCcE® of preservatıon.
thıs DY specıal revelatıon) that he will certamly Thıs has led us formulate historically the
ave that oift of inal PEISCVCIANCC.: let hım

JE
second thesis: Perseverance 15 NECESSAT") gtft of

be anathema. God and Lt 15 certaın fOor the elıever.
TIThese developments AvVe led UuSs formulatıng Arminıius’s understandıng of free 15 NOT LOO

the first thesıs CIMNCTISZC: Perseverance 15 5” far removed from A Roman atholıc understand-
Sary gıft of God Dut the belıevers CANNODT he Certaın ıng of od’s helping the human wiıll
whether AR Was gıven them CO-OpCrate wıth “Provıded that they

In accordance wıth Augustine, V1n an stand prepared tor the attle; relyıng God’s
subsequent Calvinists based theır understandıng help, Christ them from falling that
of aal DEIFSCVCIANCEC the doctrine of election. It 15 NOLT possıble tor them be eıther seduced
However, unlıke the Reformed Pıietist, oet- Or dragged Ar of Christ’s hands DYy the DOWCLIS
tner.? Berkouwer thıinks that deduce the of evil.??/ He has tried explaın the COo-operation
DEISCVCIANCC of the Salnts from dıyıne causalıty 15 of God’s and human will ın the followıng
completely mıstaken. In S1Ie causal 1eW the example: “ rich 1114l DEStOWS, DOOIL and
only significant things would be the beginning an famıshıng beggar, alms DYy hıch he INaV be able
the result of the operatiıon of thıs first maıntaın hımself hıs famıly. Does It
whıle the DIOCCS by which the result Was be DUIC Sift, because the beggar extends hıs
eached WOU. be educed unımportance. ”21 hand FeCEIVE 1t9 728 No, 1t Oo€s NOLT be
g1cally the order of salvatıon predestination ut the salyvatıon 15 NOT entirely Dy IF the

YSt but Ur ASSUTallc of salyatıon MUST divine 15 g1ven, the uman will dıstınguıishes
SA wıth TIiSst. Commenting Jesus’ PFrayc_r those wh: AaCCCDL the gospel from those wh
for the elect |Lk 220852 alvın wriıtes: °“From reject 1t aN! thus the be saved 15 placedthıs inter that they OUL of danger of fall- Into uman hands Thıs implicit understandıng of
ıng AWAdV because the Son of God, askıng that condıtional predestination traced Armiınius, WaSs
theır godliness be kept CONSTANLT, dıd NOT suftfer made explıicıt DYy hıs later tollowers.
refusal. ON  N

In contention wıth the Remonstrance, the
Not far removed from that 15 the theology of

Wesley (1705-1/91) who Was T1NOTIC explıcıt the
VINISt doctrine of perseverance Was$s consolidated DYy possibility of than Arminıius. Refusing the
the YNO: Ort (1618-1619). Ihe Fiıfth head of certaiınty of final salvatıon, AdSSUTallCc® of salyation
the Canons, The Perseverance of the SAa1LNnts 15 MOST

lıkely the IN OST complete, balanced and pastorally
ftor Wesley 111CAaNs only that wWe 1O
of salvation.  229 He speaks of different degrees of

sensitive creed the doctrine of PEISCVCIANCEC of ASSUTadIlCcCthe salnts. It Ofe of. humilıty statıng
that God deliıvers the elect “trom the dominion (} believe few, butV few, Chrıistians 4VE
anı slavery of SIN, though thıs ıfe He O€es NOT from God of everlastıng salyvatıon.

(2)) belıeve MOTrec aV such A4ASSUTANCE ofdelıver them altogether from the body of SIN
being 110 the favour of God 4S excludesfrom the infirmiıties of the flesh.?*S OWEeVer the

Fathers of Dort do NOLT uUSCc thıs STAaLtement only doubt and tear. (8) believe CONSCIOUSNESS
call believers humilıty but also substantıate of being the favour of God 15 the COINMMON

privilege of Chrıstians fearıng God and WOTr:  gthat °*those who AaIC converted could NOT Gr riıghteousness.““VEIrIC that ıf left theır OW! strength.  224
Kıng Davıd anı apostle DPeter AIC sSeft A4S CX Al Rejecting the doctrine ofuncondıtional election
ples of Zr1eVOUS aılures. ut God S11C Wesley rejected also 1ts CONSCYUCNCC the doctrine

“preserves them the incorruptible seed of of PEISCVCIANCC. Hıs A4SSUTFTAaNCC 15 AaSse on
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whart 1$ to-day oltmann characterıises the ffer- iscerns chronological order along wıth “AaUusa-
between Armiınıjans and Calvınısts 4S tollows: tıon an explanation.“* Muller defines It 4S

“Whıle tor the Arminıians .Od’s A11I11$S5 remaın ODCH applied the temporal order of Causcs an
that everybody Calr always return for the effects through hıich the salyvatıon of the sinner

Calvınısts ATrI115 have embraced the sinner 18 accomplished;’ thou he reCOSNISES that °*the
and would NOT let hım go »51 actual rTrangemMeCNt of the everal elements of the

hıs VIEW allows uS tormulate historically the ordo, LE, callıng, and ON varıes from SYStem
thırd thesiıs of PDEISCVCIANCCE: Derseverance 25 D3 system. /° hus Murray AITAlNSCS the elements of
Sa Dut God DES NOt determıine who0 wiıll finally the rdo the following chronological order:
p8 VSEVDEVE., callıng regeneration conversion Justification

he desire of the Protestant eologians has adoption sanctification PDEISCVCIANCE glorifica-
een much that salyatıon by ti0on.>°
alone O€s NOT allow moral carelessness and Berkhöf,” M Erickson;*° and Lewiıs
antınomıanısm of Christians, nat the ıdea of the wıth Demarest*? prefer discern logıcal
iımpossıbilıty of osıng Ne:S  2 salvatıon remaıned order of salvatıon. hus OgIC sting of the
largely unconsiıdered untiıl recently. Approximately rdo looks lıke thıs election, verbal callıng, effec-
At the S4111 time and In VC different Darts of 11 callıng, of the Gospel, repeNTLaANCE trom
the WOT'! (one in South Afrıca and the other iın SIN, the lıving Christ, regeneration, Justifi-
Northern Amerı1Cca) scholars aM arrıyved Cat1ON, reconcıihation, sanctification, PEISCVCIANCE
VC sımılar conclusions the Matfter he former gloriıfication. * er than chronological
15 Eaton®* the latter Dıllow. They Or logıcal Order. Reymond derived from the
reject the doctrine of limited atonement and Skeleta framework f the ordo iın Romans
for unıyversal atonemen In varıance wıth both sequential order ofdivine ACES and divyvine-human
Arminıianısm aM Calyınısm theyv Nl nOon-Iırre- actıvıtlies wıth OgIC (or causal) connection
ıstıble between Justification an sanctıflca- between the several aspects.*“
tıon ımportant feature of theiır argument 15 Important for OUur PULDOSC 15 that he dıstın-
A clear distinction between salvatıon and the SpIr- gulshes sanctifıcation 4S eiıther definitive PTO-
ıtual inheritance of believers. Whereas for Armıin- SZrESSIVE. Definitive sanctificatiıon 1S understood
1ans dısobedience S1  CS the loss of salvatıon 4S divine ACT by which God makes the believer
and for Calvıinısts consıistent disobedience PIOVCS holy. Progressive sanctiıfication 15 taken A4AS divine-
the unrealıty of salvatıon, for Eaton and Dıllow human lıfe-long aCtIVItYy that makes the believer
disobedience results the loss of inheritance but IMOre and 1NOTIC holy If NOT qualified, the term
NOT the loss of salvatıon. Thıs thev believe 1S “sanctification’ 15 almost commonly understood in
doubly eENCOUraZINS cOlogy SINCE both PFrEesSCNLt thıs progressive wıthın Reformed eology.
and future salvatıon HT SUTC At the time IT Thıs INAaYy AVE developed guard agalnst the
15 also motivatıng that, a upON their eternal fusion of the CONCCDL of sanctification wıth Just1-
sEeCUrtYy, believers INaV reach for theır inheritance. fication 4S happened Augustine and has eeCcn

These VIEWS aVve brought us formulate the carrıed Dy M OST strands of Catholic theology.
ftourth thesıs PCISCVCIANCE: Perseverance 15 ere INaV also be ther [C4ASONS for the develop-

fOr obtaınıng final veWards but nNOTL for Ment hıch the doctrine of sanctiıfication Was
salvatıon. given meanıng relatıvely independent of ıts bıblı-

If understand that the role of eology 1s cal CONCCPL.
contextualise the bıblical revelatıon an the Here Peterson’s Possessed Dy God 15 sıgnıfl

church’s Creecds. the Casec of the doctrine of pCI- He ArguCcs that "regeneratıon and sanctıfica-
SCVCTANCE belıeve advance balanced t10N dıfferent WdYS of describing Christian
1e6W revised rdo salutıs inıtlatıon conversion. Sanctification has do

wıth the DNCW STAaTtus Orlentatıon of those wh:
belong God and OMNC another 4S hıs people;The doctrine of PCISCVCFANCE within olıiness he defines AN Tatus OTLr condıtıon hıchReformed ordo salutıs God ımparts those whom he chooses bringReformed theologians attempted define the 3100 specıial relationship wıth hıimself throughrdo salutıs 1ın Varıous WAdVYVS. TOom the V begin- and redemption: Seen from uman

nıng the partıcular orders dıifferent. urray perspective sanctiıfıcation 15 the beginning of the
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ıfe of holiness Both Justification and sanctihication faıth, but rather AS hat lıte which partıcıpates
AT different WdVS of talkıng about the achjievement the commuUuN1ıON of the Spint: ıx uSs also
of the Cross. from isolatıng faıth Christ the Savıour an obe-

Wırh such terminology the Apostle Paul dience Christ the Lord that the Grace Evangelı-
the transformatıon ur relatiıonshıp wıth God cal Socıety has one
that 15 achieved by the Cross and the implications
tor Ur WOTr VIEW lıving. ven such dıf- Perseverance of the believers albeEcult audıence AS WEeTr«C the Corinthians, Paul SaVS
3GAtT they ATC eady the sanctihed people of God and Aufgabe
and eed lıve thıs OUuUtTt different aASPCCTS of lıte According ur understandıng the PDEISCVCIANCC

different method 15 adopted 1in Romans where of the believer 1$ NOT only the divine gift of persist-
he Urgecs believers who AIC slaves of righteousness EL faıth an the preservatıon of the believer

lıve under riıghteousness.“ 1f systematıc theo- the en but also the believer’s responsibilıity
Ooglans ATrC tryıng describe Dy sanctification the believe and wıithstand dıffculty. TIhus DCI-
DIOCCSS that 15 SOINS OUr EXPEMENCES; they AB defined AS A oift an respons1ibilıty P n D abe
usıng terminology that expands and develops but and Aufgabe 1ın German) 15 ell sulted be doc
also obscures the biblical intention. trıne integrating the ethıcs wıthın itself, LO  O In

Therefore WC PDIODOSC TGSGIVE the TErn of that, WC follow Barth who brought ethıcs back
justification an sanctificatıon describe the be part of dogmatıcs. For hım then Christian
allel divine ACGt Dy which the of God A1VES us ethıcs 15 ımpossible possibility.
A CW TAatrus and Both ATC chieved Dy the As have traced the development of the doc-

of Christ and both ATC applied believers Aat trıne of PEISCVCIANCEC Ök the believers have SGC11
the CSINNINS of theır spiırıtual lıfe 'hıs however that the pendulum Sn emphasıs has WAays
1$ NOT neglect the eed of theır PDEISCVCIALNCC either the sıde ofanı an effectualıty of

IThus PEISCVCIALNCC 15 NOL Just c element the divine oift of PEISCVCIANCEC 0)8 the sıde of
ın either chronological OLr OgIC; order of salyatıon requırement of human responsibility PEISCVEIC,
1ın the lıne with callıng, regeneration, COonvers10n, Reformed eOLlogy has always been SLrONS
Justification, sanctification and oriıfıcation. The dıyıne sovere1gnty and effectuality of hat 15
PEISCVCIANEC wıthın the 0rdo salutıs 15 rather NOT Sa V that It separated 1t ftrom human ICSDOL-
all-embracıng relatiıonshıip 1ts soter1ic references sıbılıty, but PEISCVCIANCC has predominantly een
between the beginning of the spirıtual lıfe and the understood 4S “CONTINUOUS operation of the Holy
physical death of the believer In that PCI- Dırıt the BeNever. CVCIMN be designated 4S

15 sub-entity of the unıon wıth Christ “"perseverance fGod wıth the alnts.’%$
an includes that the tradıtional Reformed TIThe pendulum of the Armınıan an Weslevan
dogmatıcs VE understood DYy progressive ( emphasıs SWINSS towards the sıde of human free-
tiication. dom and responsibility PEISCVCEIC. They do NOT

Thıs 15 NOT Just attempt introduce dıf- deny that PDEISCVCIANCE 15 the effect of dıyıne
ferent FEITEM (perseverance) CONVCYV the Samnıec but It 15 condıtional and thus typically Wesleyv
notion (of progressive sanctification)). Ihıs 16 W concludes hıs reatıse PEISCVCIALNCC, “Lherefore
of 0rdo salutıs allows us FOSETVE the biblical let hım that standeth take heed lest he llhus
meanıng of the divine ACT of consecratıon for the there 15 SOMNC truth the tollowıng pointed reflec-
doctrine of sanctıiıficatiıon Dy hıch the PDTOCCSS of t10N. ‘A Methodist knows he’s ZOoL relıgion, but
DEISCVCIANCEC begins and develop doctrine of he’s afraıd he?ll lose It Presbyterian knows he

25PEISCVCIANCC that integrates the oift of divine Can f lose ıt, but he’s afraıd he hasn’t ZoL It
the requırement of the believer’s responsibil- Dıispensational theology of the Grace Evan-

Ity oltmann alsoc the doctrine of PCI- xelical Society has one AWdY wıth the paradox
SCVETAaNCE 4S *the Sift of persistence faıth an the DYy separatıng the beliıever’s respons1bilıty PCI-
preservatıon of believers the en 1n temptation SCVEAE from hıs salyvatıon together. T’hey call the
anı persecunOonN: TIThe direct of PEISCVCIANCEC classıcal doctrine °*the Eternal Securıty’ of “Once

the DCISON and work of Christ wıthın thıs 0rdo aVe: Ways Saved’ and PEISCVCIALLEC becomes
salutıs O€s NOT allow UuSs VICW the believer’s ethical CaAaLCgOFrYV wıthout direct lınk the
lıfe d collection of iscrete fragments of divine believer’s salyatıon hıch 15 confined exclusively
preservatıon and uman faılures and retTurns the MOMENT of the belıever’s entrusting himself
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Jesus Christ 4S hıs Savıour wıithout Aat the S4aJ4mnıec PEISCVCIANCE would lose 1ts connection wıth salva-
t1m: submitting him AS hıs Lord on WOU only become optional incentive

Our xoal has een maıntaın the ensionN for spirıtu rewards. Thus aÜbe of PEISCEVCIFANCC 15
between the dıvıne sOvere1gnty an belıever’s distinguishable but inseparable from the Aufgabe
responsıibilıty. By establıshıng the doctrine of pCI- PEISCVCIC.,
SCVCTANCEC wıthın OUr definition of 0rdo0 salutıs, Related that 15 the ther maJor contrıibution
AUS shown that It has firm place ın evangelıcal of the doctrine of PEISCVCIANCC wıthin NUus rede-
soter10logy. It has eepene ur appreclation of fined rdo salutıs. It 15 Ifs SITONS future orlenta-
PEISCVCIANCC 4S dıyıne gift of grace an Aat the Samıe t1ıon hıs 15 NOT SaV that former of
time erte: A responsıibuıty PEISCVECIC in aCC thıs subject AaVve lacked Ifs reference the future.
untiıl the Oonsummatıon ofur salvatıon. In fact Its future reference 15 Part of the definıtion

he abe anı Aufgabe of PEISCVCITANCE INaV be of the doctrine of PEISCVCIANCE. Erickson
distinguished but NUST NOT be separated. hat 1n discusses Lt ogether wıth the doctrine of glorıfi-Ba: 15 al ımpossible possıbilıty Why 15 It catıon iın the section of The Combpletion of ALPAa-
iımpossıble? Because the PEISCVCIANCC of belıevers t1L0Nn.> CrE he 15 interested in the nal of
15 PDEISCVCIANCE of INCN; and there 15 anythıng the believer ut he provıdes 110 eXpOs1ıt1on of hopecertaın about theır VES It 15 that uman lıfe 15 nat would inform an motivate the believer’s pCI-uncertaın. There 15 transıtoriness and Although Berkouwer reflects ON„number of fluctuations human lıfe It W VCETANCE 1ın relatıon final Judgement, iınheritance
Sd Y that Christian PEISCVCIANCEC 15 primarıly COMN- and sealıng, of the Airst fruuts of the fulll Harvest;**fession of faıth, certaimly do NOT MC that 1T hıs exXxposition of the doctrine of PEISCVCIANCE 1515 unrealıstic deal On the CONLFAFrV, Christian oriıented od’s preservatıon of believers ın
DEISCVCIANCEC 15 often paınfully real Perseverance present actual decisions of faıth through ı1dmo-of the believer 15 Christian, ıf an only if, Lt 15 nıt10N, DIavVer and consolation rather than eInghrıst wh; PECISCVECICS and that 15 ımpossible tor oriented the future.human beings. Nevertheless treatmentfs of PEISCVCIANCE SINCENevertheless thıs ımpossibilıty becomes DOS-
S1 because aVe established the doctrine of Reformed orthodoxy WEIC predominantly based

causal effects of election and Justification.°°PEISCVCITANCE wıthın 0ordo salutıs. There 15
that be reversed, decision that Cal

hus thev WEIC predominantly orıented the
Past Ven ıf they recognised that the Christ EVENTbe undone, and bırth that CAaAaNnNOT be unborn.>!
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‘And will lead home./
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