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What O€es It INCcCAan be European? Is ıt about and TIThomas Aquınas). James Z 1$ written wiıth
Europeans defining themselves agalınst other COMN- reference the EMAa of Deut 6  „ but It could
tinents anı cultures? Is Jurkeyıs lıkely eventual be the kınd of spirıtuality that has [ OOI for *God
admıssıon the SIgn of the contrıibution 77 4% heaven 46.3% hell 33.9% SIN 62 1%) | Euro-
Islam has made kuropean civılısatıion? {s Isra- PCAall Values Study |) But OIMC thıng that such stud-

1eSs do show uSs 15 that the af ftor the sOoul ofel  s otherwiıse somewhat anomalous partıcıpatıon
1ın the Eurovıisıon 5Song Contest reminder of Europe 1S Dy OSt
the Jewısh Dart 88! shapıng kuropean ArTtS an SC1- We might NOT find the gospel ut AT least SOTIIC
EeNCES” Is IT AWAAaATC that unıcon makes StrONg an clear reflection of IT 1ın rFeCeEeN: wrıtings DYy Zizek,
that the PUrDOSC of strength, PDaCC Nietzsche, 15 Vattımo, Derrida an the late Lyotard. Vattimo
that OC CMn help the weak> eed ( be AWAaTC Argucs for ‘weak metaphysıcs’ where accord-
of secularısatıon 1n Britain eing totally ditfer- Ing the incarnatıon an such princıples AS °*the
e1n1 thing ftrom that in GermanYy Or that 1ın France immanent Irıniıty 15 the EeCONOMIC Irı have

GOod wh; 15 much INOTEC AT ome ın the world anı(where alcıte has SCn ‘gıven’ for hundred
Y  9 OTr uncontested for OTG hundred: WC c  cel- Eess lıkely be dolised through “natural holiness’.
ebrate’ thıs VCal the CENTLENACV of the Church an In other words, Heıdegger wıithout the Nazısm.
State separatıon legislatıon of 1904 which Wadas God whom Jesus tells us 1$ friend an NOT be
also, coincidentally the VCar of FEntente Cordiale feared, A Christianıty hıch stands agalnst racısm
with Brıtain!) Whart WOU Christian culture o0k an charity. (Credere dı credere: Milano:
1ıke Surely NOT TNOTC rock anı playıng hymns, Car zantı, {Is thıs secularısed, de-mythol-
theatre COmpanıes o1ıng Ots of alderon an Og1se Christianity, OT 15 that unduly negatıve
Eliot, arı gettung al representational but NOT COIMN- jJudgement? In Derrida’s Casec It 15 HIO Judaism,
ceptual. It might [11Call closed shops Sundayvs, ut the atholıc pull 1S StItTONg ftor lapsed SONS
INOTEC rel1g10Us SerVICES televısıon AaTt Christmas and daughters of the church
an Kaster. ess abortion demand But S$INCE IT CTE be ess inhiltration 1ın Protestant
1$ the gospel of Christ for which evangelıcals stand, Ameriıca by theology nto the phiılosophers an
need there NOT be something saı1d about S  9 for cultural COMMMerTr  AIOTS when thınks of the
1 veNESS, rePpCNLANCC, prayer? interests of Rorty, SCAKiE- Putnam 0)8 GiO0Ore

The kuropean Unıion Constitution’s PIC and Judıth Butler. Does Catholicism then provide
amble INAaYy NOT Q1VE much appreclatiıon of Europe’s cradle which 1$ lıke spıder’s web CSCADC
°“Christian z  past The CONTENT INAaYy SCCI1 rest from? Is thıs Z00d thıng an what Oe€es It make
theorvy of rights which INAaYy OWC somethıing Y1S- evangelicals 1n about WT contrıibution the
t1anNıty, but IT in has been slow recognıse Or CONSCIOUSNESS of the “thinking person’”?
show appreclation of 1fs DarenNt. ven the British Whart then 1S the place of theology? N. I.Wright
Premier’s Catholic wife, the lawyer Cherie Blaır ın thınks secularısm 15 OI the„d interest 1n SPIr-
d FPECENT artıcle congratulated the atholıc Church Ituality increases. hıs eed NOT be DOSItVE OT
tor catching UD wıth the Unhversal Declaratıon of negatıve thing ‘But would vOUu rather be taught
1948 during Vatıcan H: 4A5 ıf Jacques Marıtaıin al MUSIC theorv DV OTIMNCOILNC wh FOTIC deaft and
had contributed nothing that document! therefore “"nNeUrarn. Or by who W ds

‘Belıeving, wıthout belonging’ often has vCL'Yy actıve, f controversıial, 0)4 conductor?
ıttle do wıth Jesus an what WC would call Doesn’t IT HICN that the research wıll be done
"SaVvINg, aagı It 1S the kınd of unthinking an thus IMOTC carefully...the Christian theologian hopes
INnactiıve faıth W DZCIS bad L1LAaMe trom James allow the church 1n an speak coherently aM
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truly about God,; the WOT. what It be and what would NO  + The theologian 15 called
human an what Call be sa1d about evil. ( Times phrase the gospel ın WdYS that grapple wiıth the
Hıgher Educational Supplement, 18/4/2003) buzz-words an the Leitmotive of CONTEMPOFArY

Whiıle apprecliating thıs, ONEC Cd)  — also trends of thinking, an ead the WdY ın preach-
eed be lıttle INOTC aggressive. The theologian ing the gospel unashamedly, although wıithout
15 discern between what in culture an tryıng be something (s)he 15 NO  m+

soclety SCI VC5S5 holıness (and DAaS Chrıistum €10t)
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1vorce and Remarriage in the Church
1Ca Solutions for Pastoral Realıities

Davıd Instone- Brewer

1VvOorce anı remarrıage AT maJjor pastoral 1SSUES that confront church aAMn veLr when WC [[Urn

Scripture tor gzuldance ITS teachings ADDCAL be harsh and unworkable. I® divorce 1$ allowed only for
adultery aın f remarrıage 15 torbidden then\ behevers ATC placed ın desperate S1ITUATON. But 1S

thıs really what the Biıble teaches?
New research INtTO the background lıterature of the Bıble sShOows that the orıginal hearers of these

teachıngs would have understood them VCLV dıfferentlv.
IThe author shows hOow, when properly understood, the New Testament provıdes realistic and WISe

guldance which 15 of urgent relevance the CONLEMPOFATV church.

David Instone-Brewer 1$ Research Fellow an Technical Ofhcer aTt Iyndale House, Cambridge,
and Baptıst Mınıiıster.
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