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sion, back-projection and textual revision be ignored?
Do the biblical heroes need to be justified in every
instance of their cultic practice?

Despite significant flaws this is a wide-ranging work,
which engaged with a sizeable literature. Its rhetorical
approach, which gives close attention to the relevant
texts, is commendable and insightful. As a central plank
of the documentary hypothesis, centralization demands
constant re-examination. Nevertheless, as Thomas
Kuhn (who Pitkinen quotes at significant junctures)
observed new scientific paradigms are formulated when
there is enough evidence that fails to fit the current
paradigm. Pitkinen has overreached by attempting not
only to provide evidence that fails to fit, but also the new
paradigm. A careful textual study of the centralization
requirements would have been valuable; the creation of
a new scholarly paradigm, however, involves many other
considerations and many years’ reflection.

Nathan MacDonald
St Andrews, Scotland
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SUMMARY

BibleWorks 6 is an excellent piece of computer software
and a worthwhile investment for anyone involved in bib-
lical research or exegesis on a regular basis. BW6 will be
helpful to pastor or academic alike. The latest version of
the software includes a number of improvements on pre-
vious versions, including the possibility to purchase addi-
tional modules which include standard lexica and other
reference tools. More detailed information can be found
on the BW website (www.bibleworks.com).

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

BibleWorks 6 ist eine exzellente Computersoftware und
eine lohnende Investition fiir jeden, der stindig mit bib-
lischer Forschung und Exegese zu tun hat. BW6 wird
sich als hilfreich sowohl fiir Pastoren als auch fir wis-
senschaftlich Arbeitende erweisen. Diese neueste Version

der Software enthilt eine Reihe von Verbesserungen, u.

a. die Maglichkeit, zusétzliche Module zu kaufen, die
Standard-Wérterbiicher und andere Nachschlagewerke
enthalten. Detailliertere Informationen finden sich auf der
BW Internetseite (www.bibleworks).

RESUME

Bible Works 6 est un excellent logiciel qu’il vaut la peine
d’acquérir lorsqu’on fait des travaux de recherche bibli-
que ou exégétique de fagon réguliere. |l peut aussi étre
utile pour le pasteur ou l'universitaire. Cette derniere
version apporte un certain nombre d’améliorations par

rapport aux précédentes. Elle offre aussi la possibilité
d'acquérir des modules additionnels, parmi lesquels les
lexiques usuels et d’autres outils qui font référence. On
trouvera davantage de renseignements sur le site www.
bibleworks.com.

* * * *

We not only review books and journals here at EuroJT,
but seck to survey anything that may be of interest to
a readership interested in theology and biblical studies.
So we are pleased to offer a review of the latest version
of BibleWorks (BW) software ‘for biblical exegesis and
research’.

I first bought a copy of BW some six or seven years
ago. Having investigated the Bible software market fairly
thoroughly (which was a much easier task back then!), I
came to the decision that BW did the things that I need
to do most quickly and easily. The latest version of this
software serves to confirm that decision as the correct
one— BibleWorks 6 is an excellent option for anyone
involved in Bible research, particularly research involv-
ing the original languages.

Obviously, choice of software is as personal as one’s
choice of shoes—some people simply prefer one pro-
gramme to another. However, there are certain things
about BW version 6 that commend the programme to
anyone doing biblical research. First, there is the com-
prehensive range of BW 6. It includes 92 translations of
the Bible in 28 languages (including at least one version
from the majority of European languages), various ver-
sions of the OT, NT and LXX in the original languages
and some excellent analytical tools. Secondly, BW is a
very rewarding programme to use. It does take some
effort to get to know the programme well (as is the case
with any powertul software), but the returns are great—
searching for the contextual usage of a Hebrew verb in
a particular stem is transformed from a minor research
project into a momentary pause for thought. Thirdly,
BW 6 incorporates excellent reference works. Some
important lexica and aids are included as part of the
basic programme (TWOT, BDB, Liddell & Scott, Frib-
erg’s Analytical Lexicon, Louw-Nida, the UBS Greek-
English Dictionary, Thayer etc.). Other significant
reference works may be unlocked upon the payment of
a separate purchase price (BDAG, HALOT, Waltke &
O’Connor and Wallace). Each of these reference tools
works seamlessly with the main Bible software enabling
the user to investigate the nuance of a partcular word
with considerable ease. Fourth, the new version of BW
includes some useful additdonal tools for use with the
biblical languages. This latest version includes flashcards
for learning Greek/ Hebrew vocabulary and an excel-
lent sentence diagramming function enabling ecasier
analysis of sentence structures.

All of the above probably means something to those
who have used BibleWorks or other Bible research soft-
ware in the past, but it may be unintelligible rubbish to
those who have never used such software. So why use
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BW rather than books? I would be the first to acknowl-
edge that ‘there is just something about a book,” how-
ever, the electronic form does have certain advantages
in terms of ease of use. For example, the opportunity
to display and compare several versions of the biblical
text on the same screen is helpful. I frequently view
the Hebrew OT and one of the English versions side
by side; or the Greek NT and an English version; or
the BHS and LXX alongside one another. Of course,
this is possible with books, but seems easier on screen.
Equally, if one does not work with Greek and Hebrew,
several English translations (or for that matter several
translations in a variety of languages) may be displayed
in parallel for ready comparison.

Another advantage of the electronic version is the
concordance ability based upon computer search func-
tons. Of course, there are some excellent concordances
(in avariety of languages) available for purchase in bound
form and I would never discourage anyone from buying
one or more of these. The advantage of electronic word
searches is the speed at which such searches may be con-
ducted. Taking a verse at random, Job 16:9 contains
the word ‘adversary’—a double-click in BW reveals that
this word occurs 18 tmes in the ESV and a brief survey
of these verses reveals that outside the Book of Job this
word is not used with reference to God. This advantage
is doubled if you work with Greek and Hebrew, where
it is possible to search not only for every occurrence of
a root verb, but also for every occurrence of that verb in
a particular form (be that an aorist passive infinitive or
a hit’il imperative). BW 6 carries out such searches very
quickly and the resultant list of verses allows you to read
each occurrence of any given word or form in context at
the click of a mouse.

Another advantage of BW (and also of other pro-
grammes of this ilk) is the array of volumes contained
within the software and the resulting accessibility and
availability of information. A Hebrew OT, Greek NT
and a lexicon for each takes up a considerable amount
of desk space, yet this software gives easy access to each
of these works (and much more) and the user is able to
read from them, print them out or insert information
into sermons/ research work.

There may well be another category of people read-
ing this review who have an entirely different set of
questions regarding BW 6: Those who already own a
previous copy of BibleWorks will probably be asking, ‘Is
it worth the expense of upgrading to version 6:” To such
readers, [ would advise that they check out the informa-
tion about the new version on the Bibleworks website
very carefully. There is an impressive list of new features
in BW 6, but you have to ask yourself the question, ‘Are
these features which I would use regularly?’ Having
said that, BW6 is quite simply an excellent piece of soft-
ware. Some of the new additions are particularly pleas-
ing. Opening the Greek or Hebrew text and running
the cursor over a word brings up a parsing ‘word tips’
bubble which provides a brief definition and explana-
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tion of the form—helpful when dealing with unfamiliar
vocabulary for the first time. Another change which is
very helpful is the addition of a call down menu which
remembers the verses which you have most recently
accessed in any combination of versions. This allcws the
user to easily switch between passages or bible versions
and I have found this to be a very useful addition. There
is also a choice of interfaces in BW6 which means that
the more technically minded have free range to access
all of the abilities of BW6 in the most direct fashion, but
those who need a little more help are provided that by
way of a more explanatory interface. This is particularly
helpful for those who are new to the programme. The
new graphic layout of BW is definitely an improvement
on previous versions, affording greater flexibility and
user-friendliness. There are other niceties that have been
added—for example, the ability to highlight the text in
various colours (just as you may do with a printed Bible)
and the inclusion of verb paradigm charts for Hebrew
and Greek.

However, perhaps the most fundamental reason to
bite the bullet and upgrade is for the sake of buying
additional modules to work within BW. For example,
it is possible to buy BDAG and HALOT as additional
modules if one has BW version 5, but all new modules
(e.g. Waltke and O’Connor’s Introduction to Hebrew
Syntax or Wallace’s Greek Grammar beyond the Basics
or the Qumran Sectarian Manuscripts) all require BW
version 6. This seems to be the direction that software
companies are heading—producing a base programme
at a lower price, but making available options (at a price)
which may be attractive to some users, but not to all. So
anyone who seeks the benefit of these additional mod-
ules, must buy the latest version of BW.

I have been using BW version 6 for around three
weeks now and in the main I stll use most often the
same functions that I regularly used in BW 3.5 — read-
ing and translating from the original languages, compar-
ing multiple translations etc. However, it must be said
that these activities may be conducted much more easily
using version 6 when compared to the older version. So
by way of summary, BibleWorks version 6 is an excellent
tool for anyone doing research involving extensive bibli-
cal exegesis. The price may make one think twice, but
I have found this to be an excellent investment which
makes very technical tasks much easier.

Jamie Grant
Inverness, Scotland



