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UMMARY
lınk evangelicals AdCTOSS5 Lurope The Ne Siıtuatıon that

This article SUFVCYS the WdY IC evangelicals has heen aCce! DY evangelicals d$ result of the end of
hrough bodies such d the Evangelical Alliance engaged OTNMUuNIS and the enlargement of the IS analyse

Da uropean operatıon the nineteenth Century The article AarSUuecs favour of |  t role for EVall-
It explores the that the first half of the gelicals the 11 Europe they dI e wel|l equipped

DY VI of their f COMMMON identity reach OuTttwentieth Century, hut cShOws that the end of the
Second World War iımportan IC have heen taken aCTrOSS$S traditional ivides

ZUAMMENFASUNG
Luropa verbinden DITS EeEue Situation der sich die

| )ıeser Artikel untersucht die VVege auf denen vangeli- Evangelikalen der olge des FEndes des OmMMUNISMUS
Kale auf gesamteuropäischer Fhbene Jahrhundert und der Erweiterung stellen mussten ird analysiert

[ Jer Artikel plädiert für CFE wichtige Rolle der vangeli-zusammenarbeiteten Fr heleuchtet die Spannungen die
der ersten Hälfte des Jahrhunderts auftraten aber kalen Europa da S51 aufgrund ihres Sinnes für

zeıgt dann dass sEeIT dem Ende des Weltkriegs ich- CIHE SCEMEINSAME Identität gut ausgerustet sind JeNseItS
Uge Inıtlatıven ergriffen wurden Evangelikale SanzZ traditioneller Trennungen wirken

KESUME inıtlatıves iımportantes Ont contribue - lrStablissement de
lens les Evangeliques ravers l/Lurope. |’auteur

( el retracCce de quelle [Marlere 1Ees Evangeliques re un analyse de 5 sıtuation nouvelle YUul resulte de
SONT CNSASECS dans des Cooperation Danı- CUFODCEMNNES 1a fın du OMMUNISTN eTt de ’elargissement de Unıon
XIXe siecle, notammen dans des organisations MM Luropeenne considere UU«C les Evangeliques ONT
’Alliance Evangelique. presente 1es ensIoOns UUl OnNtT le |  { dans I9 nouvelle Europe dans Ia

dans 19 moıtıe du XS siecle, |YNals MmMonNTre ESUTE leur SE7115 UNe identite COMMUNE Deut leur
YUEC depuis 1a fin de 1a seconde SUCTIE mondiale des de surmonter des harrieres traditionnelles

In thıs study TSF of all IVC brief hıstorıical 1- ACHIVE 111 spreadıng the Chrıiıstian INCSSASC word
VICW., from the mıd nıneteenth CCNTUCY, of evangelı- and deed then analvze the FECENE Dast 111 kurope
cal Chrıstian C OPCI"CIUOH CTOSS kurope especıially the p05t Communıist per10d SIVC partıcular
AaSs expressed 111 the kvangelıcal Allıance 1C W dS ATLier the Baptıst contrıibution the dea of
tormed 111 1846 Ihe Allıance brought together European 1ntegrat10n SII the European Baptıst
indıyıduals and SFOUDS trom dıfferent COUNFETIES Federatıon 15 A ell--organısed Dall-kuropean bodv
who WCIC commıtted the evangelıcal dıstinctıves wıthın the wıder evangelıcal unı kvan-
of personal C  1, the authorıtv of the Bıble gelıcals AIC, however, be tound ı111 all Protestant

denomınatıons. In Brıtain the denomiınatıionalthe MCSSAYC of the G1 \ of Chrıst an A desıre be
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afhı l1atıon of those evangelıcals wh@ worked MOST Christian bodies, but neıther dıd he wısh denom1-
closely together 1n the nıneteenth CCIIU.‚II'Y natıonal features be exalted above the belıefs
typıcally Anglıcan, Baptıst, Congregational, TES- that al Christian held in COINMMOMN Iwo VCAIS later
byterian an Methodıist All had en atfected DYy Schaff ındıcated TMOTC fully hıs real priorities. He
the evangelıcal revıvals of the eıghteenth urge| the cultıvatıon of truly evangelıcal, catho-
ACTOSS5 kurope an Ort AÄAmerıca ıN! WEIC p&l't
of SrOW1ING, iınfluentiial movement.* Pentecostal

l1ıC spirıt‘ towards all Christians °al] who love C(UT

ord Jesus Chrıst‘ AS he Put 1t of whatever creed.and charısmatıc STOUDS ME typıcally aftılıated It W3AaSs NOT that Schaff wanted X1Ve the creedskvangelıcal Allıances 1n LLOTC recent he
1ssue of kuropean ıntegration has en brought of the Church. Indeed he spoke of “ecumenı1cal

cOonsensus’ being expressed 1n the Apostles’ AN! thethe torefront of the thınkıng of European Nıcene Creeds Rather he wıshed for lıberalıty ofevangelıcals through the enlargement of the Uuro-
PCan Unıo0n an thıs 15 1Ssue whıch has rece1ved spırıt. “We MUST subordinate denomıinatıionalısm”,
consıderable attention from the European Van- he argued, °to catholıcıty, and catholıicıty OUr

general Christianity”.’ (n severa] OCCAS1ONS, Schaffgelıcal Allıance.
expounde hıs dream of d unıversal Church that
brought together Protestantism, Orthodoxy and

Europe an Evangelıcal lıance Catholiciısm.®
beginnings Durıng the nıneteenth an ecarly twentieth CEC1N-

TIhere W dS dıstinct Ekuropean dımensıon natıonal kvangelıcal Allıances ACTOSS5 Europe
PFrESCHL trom the tiıme of the tormatıon of VAan- worked together ON several 1SSUES, such A CVANSC-gelıcal Allıance ın 1London 1n 18546 ( the 0727 lısm. educatıon AN! rel1g10Us reedom. any 11-
attendees AL the inaugural Conference., 8S4% Callıc gelıcals WE NOLT part of the State churches in theır
from Brıtain, 8% ftrom the Uniıited States: / % countrıes an they felt deeply about the needs offrom Continental Europe an the TCST from other rel1Qg10Us miınoriıtlies. Also, the fact of NOT belongıngof the world ® Continental Ekuropean eaders churches encouraged them reach OUuUrTt 1niıncluded Adolphe ONO unıversıity theologıcal fellowshıp ACTOSS5 natıonal boundarıes. numberProftfessor ın France. UugZus Tholuck, Professor Al
Halle Unıiversıity, Germany, AT Johann Oncken, of Evangelıcal Allıance conferences WEeEeIC held 1n

dıfferent CIıt1es 1n kurope 1n the second half of thethe powerful leader of the German Baptists.“ Bap
t1Sts WECIC emerging aM ın SOTLIC instances expand- nıneteenth % each attractıng several thou-
ıng rapıdly 1n Europe, Often drawıng from existing sand people. In openhagen, in 1884,; the Kıng
renewal movements.® Ihe French representatıves an Queen of Denmark attended Al Allıance COIMN-

PI‘CSCI'It 1n London commıtted themselves form- ference ıN! Underhıill SECrFCLAFY of the Baptıst
Ing branch of the Allıance 1n France: Belgıum an Miıssıonary DocietYy, praised the protection o1ven Dy
French-speakıng Swıtzerland. Branches of the Allı- tormer kıng of Denmark Wıllıam Carey-s Bap-
AL WEIC also formed in Ort AN! Out Ger- tiSt 1SS10N in the Danısh settlement of Serampore,
INa Y. In Spaın, Ianı y of the leadıng evangelıcals Indıa? The First World War hındered pan-Euro-wıthın-. the Protestant cCommunıty unıted in form- PCan evangelıcal tellowshıp, Siınce German-British
Ing AUB! Allıance. Allıance W as tormed in Con- evangelıcal COo-operatıon, whıich had Kn close,stantınople, Turkey, 1n 1855 In Bulgarıa, Baptists, eait heaVvy blow. Although SOMN1IC evangelıcalsMethodists an Congregationalısts Caiiıc together WECECIC pacıfists, INa y supporte theırz CoUNtrYy'sfound Allıance in 186 / Ihese ATIC examples
of the evangelıcal eXpansıon that W dS5 takıng place troops. *“ In late 1914 Henry Martyn Gooch. the

General decretary of the Brıitish Evangelıcal Allı-Probabiy the MOSLT creatıve thınker wıthın the
AMNCC, noted that kvangelıcal Allıance eaders ınkvangelıcal Allıance of thıs carly per10d

W 4S Phılıp Schaff. Ihe L’OO of Schaff ’s spırıtual- Germany WEeIC wrıting and speakıng in favour of
LIty 1n German pietism. Schaff emphasısed the German milıtary CHWMSE: He made IT clear that he

respected theır devotion Chriıst and theır honest1ın 18772 that the kınd of evangelıcal uUun1ı0Nn he had
ın 1e6W W dAS S far removed ftrom iındıfference CONVICtL1ONS, and hıs conclusıon W 4S that thev dıd
denomıiınational dıstinctives AS ftrom sectarıan bıg OT know the tfull S  IV öf the that led
otry and exclusıveness’. © In other words, he dıd NOT the W drl. Gooch warned agamst belıeving evıl] of

German brothers ın Christ.*'wısh play OWN the unıque tradıti1ons of dıfferent
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Tensions in Europe search for PeACE.*? hıs per10d SA interest 1n

Followıng the enN! of the Fıirst World War, evangelı- the possıbıilıty that countrıes ın Ekurope would SC

spirıtual enewal aın greater unıty between dıversecals trıed reach OUuft 1ın fellowshıp ACTOSS Europe natıons. Ihese OopCcs WCCIC ditfAcult fulfiland resolve the tenNs10Ns created by W d[l. Devel-
opme NtSs 1ın Russıa from the Revolutıion Oonwards Ihe rıse of Nazı ‘9 the ITEALINCIHIE of Bap
heightened Evangelıcal Allıance soc10-polıtı- tIStS in FEastern kurope and then the Second World
cal In 19253 the British Allıance asked War constituted turther 4SSsS1ve set-backs the

instinctıve pan-Europeanısm of Mal y evangelı-whether the time had COMIC tor 'step owards
closer Chrıistian Unıty which WOU SAVC England cals. Some evangelıcals wanted STrCSSs continu-
and the world from the tragedy of uss1a under Ing solıdarıty wıth German evangelıcals, who WEIC

Bolsheviıst Government).  D 12 It W as NOT obvıous how moOstly Lutherans AN! Baptısts. hıs W as the SLANCE
of commıtted kuropeans such Henry Martynthıs closer unıty would be achıeved, but there W as

clear desıre COI together agalnst the COMMMONMN
Gooch AaN) the Brıtish Baptıst leader, ush-

foe of atheıism. ET W ds probably wısh, also, brooke, who W 4S General decretary ıN then Pres1i-
ent of the Baptıst Or Allıance. Both travelledachıeve closer unıty wıth evangelıcals in the extensively ın GermanYy aAN! MEeL eaders of theIt W d5S the antı-Christian of the Sovıet

ZOVET: NmeECNtL rather than the SYS'ECI'II of soc1alısm Confessing, Church !’ Rushbrooke also ınvested

ıtself that WEeIC condemned. Ihe Evangelıcal Allı- deal of time 1in seekıng reedom for Baptısts
in Omanıa. When almost al the approximatelyAI1ICC W dS$ heaVvıly ınvolved 1n campalgnıng ftor rel1ı- 1,600 Baptısts churches 1n Omanıa WEEIC closed

100 reedom for Orthodox Church believers 4S

ell 4S evangelıcal Christians 1n Russıa. dam hrough Government decree 1n 19358, Rushbrooke

Podın from Eston1a, sıgnıfıcant Baptıst leader organısed ınternatıonal campalgn. ** Ihe Brıitish
Allıance W as actıvely ınvolved 1n helping refugeesand evangelıst who W d the Brıitish Evangelıcal from central an Eastern kurope especlally PolesAllıance’s maın ınk wıth Russıa 1n the S, MEeL Czechs,; Armenıuans an Greeks. It also assured the

regularly wıth Orthodox Church leaders.!* Chief Rabbı 1ın Brıtain, FeFEz: of the desıre of
(Ine part of kurope iın whiıch the British AaN! the Allıance relleve the plıght of Jewısh refugeesother natıonal Evangelıcal Allıances took partıcu- an 1T called ON the British OVErNMECNT °to offer

lar interest W d Czechoslovakıa. In the S AL the wıdest poss1ıble asylum’.*” IThe British Allıance
time of ST ong Czech natıonalısm, evangelıcals 1n
the ussıte tradıtıon WEIC welcomıng IMalıV 11C

had deep interest ın arl Barth’s stand agalnst the
Nazıs AaN! 1n the COUTASCOUS eaders of the Confess-

people 1Into theır congregatıions. At the invıtatıon ıng Church 1n GermanYy such 4S Martın Neimiller.
of the Evangelıcal Church oft the Czech Brethren, It quoted Barth’s STATCMICHT that what W dS A stake
Henry Martyn Gooch visıted Czechoslovakıa 1n ın GermanYy W as the call practice °the truth that
1922, travellıng DY the Orıent EXpress ftrom Parıs. God stands above all other gods’.“”He had eecn Prague twenty-five before,
and W as delıghted SC the evangelıcal
that had taken place SINCeE then. He suggested that New inıtiatıves
LICW Reformatıon W d 1n the making.*> Czech ead-
C1 WEIC invıted Britain. These Iınks continued

After the Second World War ımportant Dall-
kuropecan developments took place. IThe Airst W d

durıng the later sufferıngs of the Czech people. the foundıng of the kuropean Baptıst Federatıiıon.
OVIng trom Czechoslovakıa, O0C visıted Ihere had ecen INallıy earlhier between the
Hungary and spoke Ar Evangelıcal Allıance MEEL- VAarı0us Baptısts 1ın Europe;, especılally because of
Ings, along wıth other speakers trom ACTOSS kurope. the German connectl1ons. For example, Karl Johann
In 1931 Gooch travelled Albanıa ıN Spoke Scharschmuidt W dS$5 baptısed Dy Johann (Oncken in
STOUDS made of people trom Islamıc, Orthodox, Hamburg 1n 1845, AN! ( AT Romanıa 1n 1856
Catholıic an Protestant backgrounds. IThe Oopes wıth hıs wiıfe, Augusta. er German Baptısts,
Ööf evangelıcals tor reconcılatıiıon between peoples and K Englısh5Elızabeth Peacock Cilarke.
seemed be ın lıne wıth wıder aspırat1ons tor found themselves 1ın Romanıa an egan Mecel

In OILNC British Baptıst mınıster, Henry together. Scharschmuidt baptısed enough CONVETrTS

Cook. wh. has deep ınterest 1in kuropean Baptıst plant A} church the German-speakıng
affaırs, led hıs 1,000 strong congregatıon in A11 afttır- populatıon of Bucharest. hıs church became an

matıon of the role of the League of Natıons 1ın the ımportant base tor Baptısts 1n Oomanıa.*' Many
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Europecan Baptıst STOUDS elonged the Baptiıst kEuropean Baptısts *hhınk continental’. More
World Allıance, ounded 1in 1905 and conferences than 50% of kuropean Baptısts WCCIC DY that time

held which TEW together European Bap- 1n FEastern Europe. BYy then SOMIC Baptısts
tISTS Thoughts about Baptıst organısatıon wıth ınvolved OT only ın the European Baptıst Federa-
specıfic European fOCcus 11 into focus GE Bap t10N AN! the kuropean Evangelıcal Allıance ut also
t1St World Allıance kuropean Conference held 1n ın the Confterence of Ekuropean Churches CEC/
London ftrom 1301 August 19458 Representatives KERK): OdY bringing together Protestant (StarE
from rFen countrıes, all Western kuropean, MmMet 1n Church and DE Church) and Orthodox Churches
DParıs 1n (October 19500 take Dart 1n the formatıon based 1n Europe. For ] utheran AN! Retormed
of the kuropean Baptıst Federatıon (EBE)G: churches the ıdea of Ekuropean FEcumeni1ical body

Ihe second iımportant development ın the POSt- SCIVC AS5 A vehiıcle for pan-kuropean fellowshiıp
Wr per10d W d5S5 the foundıng of the European W AS important AN! thev WEIC instrumental in the
Evangelıcal Allıance. As result largely of Amerı1- ftormatıon of C HE 1ın 1959 Baptısts WEIC iınvıted
Can inıtlatıves, meeting W as held iın Holland in partıcıpate but AT Yer few dıd It W AaS only
1951 AT whıich World Ekvangelıcal Fellowshiıp W ASs after Welsh Baptıst, Glenn Garfield Wıllıams, W ds
tormed. Although MOST delegates AT that confter- appomnted General decretary of CEC 1n 1962,; that

afırmed the eed for worldwıde fellowshıp
late 1960s the Roman Catholıic Councıl of Uuro-
Baptıst ınvolvement became TMOTC evıdent. ° In the

of evangelıcals, there W as NOLT UNaNım.ıty. When
the OoOTtTe taken, representatives trom GermanYy PCah Bıshops’ Conference became partner iın dıa-
abstaıned, AN! France, Denmark, OrWaV an logue wıth CEC Baptıst mınıster, Keıth Clements,
Sweden opposed the ıdea of WOTr. DOdy. Ihere PresCnt General decretary of GBC, has 4S °Is

would 1T be IMOTCW as SOINIC hesıitatıon representatiıves of the there really ONC Europe...
British Evangelıcal Allıance, but they decıded honest admıt that 1n realıty there ATC hıs-
Jo1n nonetheless.*® Ihe background W as that the torıcally, the Latın (both Catholı1c and Protestant)
World Councıl of urches had een tormed in West, ıN the TthOdOX kast, both L10 overlaın
1948 and there W 4S tear SOMNC kuropeans wıth VCLYVY dıfferent sOclal, ultural 2881 polıtıcal
that Amerıcan evangelıcals wanted form rıval, values?”! Evangelıcals would ANSWCT NO S1NCce
antı-ecumeniıcal body.“ Ihe kuropean Baptıst Fbed- they ATC tound equalliy 1n ASTt and West
eratıon leadershıp W dsSs Wd of the (80)8 kvangelı-
cal Fellowshıip. ERF mınute from 1957 reads: Evangelıcal bridges TOom ast to WestDDr Petersen [E Bredhal Petersen from Denmark,
OF of the founders of the LEBFE] spoke of plan Fellowshıp AC10OS55 Europe continued AaN! developed
torm (80)8 kvangelıcal Fellowshıp whıich would 1n the aM despite the INaLLV cContınu-
embrace Continental branches of the World’s Ing restrict1Oons taced Dy evangelıcals lving 1n COM-

kvangelıcal Allıance AN! certaın kvangelıcals 1n munıst countrıes. In the West there WEeTITC S12NS
Ameriıca. He teared thıs might tend introduce

25
of evangelıcal growth after SOM1IC set-backs 1n the

Amerıican controversies 1INto Europe. Petersen 1960s ecumenı1Ccal 1ssues _ >2 Internal dısputes
aVve led opposıtıon the AÄAmerıcan began SCCIN less iımportant than the eeds of the

scheme. It W as 1in part under hıs leadershıp that world terrıble earthquake hıt Romanıa ın 1047
kuropean kvangelıcal Allıance W as SEeTt An the Baptıst Semiınary W as badly damaged AN!
1n 1952, ındependent of aV Ameriıican Organıza- 1in eed of rebuuldıng. At the Vıenna Councıl of
ti0n.7© Ihe bodıies, WEF AN! the ELA, dıd NOLT the kuropean Baptist Federatıion 1n 19/8 It W as
COMNIC together untıl 1968 decıded allocate substantıal ONCY towards the

Ihe 1950s SA determıned etffort the part of reconstruction of the Seminary.“ Gerhard (CMas
evangelıcals 1n kurope OVCI the boundarıes German Baptıst anı VIS1ONarYy internatıiıonal Ba
created DV the cold WAar. In INa y Fastern European t1St leader (General decretary of the Baptıst World
countrıes there W aS evangel- Allıance), W dS actıve in the brıdge ast
ıcals. Some reedom CNSAHZC wıth evangelıcals 1n ıN! West wıthın kurope. He worked wıth Alexe1
the West W d>  v} however, AT times HNowed Ihe Hun- Bıchkov, General decretary of the All-Unıion Coun-
garıan AaN! Romanıan Baptıst Unıi0ons Joıned the cıl of Evangelıcal Chrıstians-Baptıists 1n the SOvIıet
ERBFE 1n 1956 ıNn VCALS later the Russıan Bap- Union, bring about sıtuatıon 1n whiıch Bap
tISTtS \ Ya receıved Into membershıp aT meeting 1n t1STtS WCIC gıven perm1ssıon print Or ımport
West Berlin.  2/ An ERF rt 1n 1963 encouraged Russıa thousands of Russıan New lestaments plus
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thousands of hymn books 1 concordances.** pursumng PhD studıes Al London Bıble College,
Ihe Baptıst World reported ın 1985 that the BOV SpOKC about possıbilıties: eıther that spiırıtual
ernNmMeEeNT of the Sovıet Unıiı}on Had also granted advance 1ın Fastern kurope would affect the FEST of

Europe, 0)8 that Western secularısm would penetratepermıit ımport New lestament Commentarıes
that WEeEeTITC being translated Into uss1an. Baptısts 1n Fastern countrıes. He consıdered that kurope W asSs

Poland AT Hungary had DEn gıiven authorizatıon AT A roads AN! that the churches had crucı1al
proceed wıth CONstruction of ftacılıtıes tor SEMN- part play. ® hıs 1eW W 4a5 cshared Dy the eaders

narıes. ® of the EBE and after the Theology AN! FEducatıon
DDııvısıon of the ERF MetL 1n Moldova ın 1993At the eighth kuropean Baptıst Congress 1n

Budapest 1n 1989, VCar which represented hıs- W dS$S issued 5: has continued torm al

tOr1ıC turnıng pomnt tor European Baptists aM other ımportant document seekıng CXADICSS Uro-
evangelıcals (not SaV tor the whole continent of PCAM Baptıst identity.” I hıs of pan-European
Ekurope) 4S 1t coincıded wıth the al of the CONMN- identity has encouraged Man y Baptist churches 1n
munıst OVeErNMECNLIS ACTOSS5 Ekastern Europe, Alexe1 countrıes such 4S Brıtain embrace partnershı1p
Bıchkov from Russıa W ds also able AMLMNOUILICEC that wıth churches In, for example, Röomania, an thıs
he had een notihed DY the Councıl of Relıg10us has assısted 1SS1O0N work.

In the carly deal of energet1ic ead-Affaırs 1ın Moscow that the Seminary whiıich the
Baptısts had dreamed of could 110 ahead an ershıp W as offered the EBE Karl-Heınz Walter,
that other longed-for ftreedoms WEeETITC com1ıng. hıs wh W AsSs pastor of the German Baptist Union,
1989 ERBFE Congress W as the er Congress be became ERF General decretary A{ the FERFE C on

ın Budapest in 1989 Ihe tcn-year MINIStLYheld 1in Fastern kurope aM had symbolıc S1S-
nNıIncanNCE; representing AS 1T dıd the hopes tor E  S of Ar Heınz alter W d marked DYy amatıc
Europe. It W as by far the bıggest ERF Congress eXpansıon in the number of member bodies of the
CVEGT. Ihe President of the Hungarıan parlıament ERF an DYy concerted buuld 11C tel-
FJAaVC the Baptısts welcome AN! sa1d that the Baptıst lowshıp ACTOSS5 Europe an 1n partıcular provıde
emphasıs OIl ındıvıdual faıth and the responsıbilıty SUPPOIT AaN! relief tor the newly-freed cCOMMUNLITIES
of CVCLIV member chare ın OoVvernNmMCNt would be of central AN! C41STETrN kurope. Karl-Heınz called
key the bulldıng of NCW Ekurope. The clımax ar together Ekuropean Baptıst 1n January 1997 OF the
the Congress W AsSs ecumenı1cal rally 1ın Hungary's German TeGe Church Conterence Centre: Dorfweiıl,
largest stadıum är whiıch Bılly Graham preached. chare SE hand informatıon about the chang-
Ihe stadıum’s offical capacıty W dS5 est1- ıng S1tUAat10N. Baptıst Relief-Europe a1d proJects
mated FTAC CWSpapers, radıo AaN! WCIC SC{ Countrıes that WEEIC given practical
DAaAVC the mMaxımum for days. ManYy help DYy the wıder Baptıst famıly included Bulgarıa,

Romanıa, Ukraine (Chernobyl chıldren), Georgıia,thousands responded Graham’s appcal tor publıc
WwIıtNess Chrıiıstian commıtment. °° Azerbayan, Armenıua AN! Yugoslavıa. In the Varı-

LICW evangelıcal impetus took place ACTOSS OUS projects there W as i Europecans
Europe 1n the late aı early In the workıng in partnersh1ip wıth other kuropeans. hıs

W as AT time of WOILTV that evangelıcals WEEIC DartEast:; natıonal Evangelıcal Allıances that had een
outlawed WGITIE tormed 11CC HIO In Albanıa, for of the PTOCCSS of Amerıicanızatlion. Baptısts wıshed
example, Allıance which had Airst een tormed show that thev WEIC NOLT beholden America,
in 18972 W ds re-established 1n 19972 By 1998 ıT W asSs although thev appreclated Amerıican Baptıst Dart-
playıng AUB actıve part 1ın the tormatıon of E1  S nershı1p, an also they could A dıd CO-OpCT.: atCc
constıtution tor the COUNLTY. Sımılarly, Bulgarıan wıthın kurope wıth other Christians. In 1991 the
evangelıcals, whi had suffered SCVCIC repression Pope iınvıted fifteen eaders of other Churches
durıng the cCOMMUNIST per10d, CAaiMnıc together agaın MeEeCT wıth the Ekuropean Catholı1c Bıshops AT the
and the Bulgarıan Allıance became A member of atıcan consıder the theme “Ihe Re-evangelı-
the EEA 1n 1993 >/ Bulgarıan Baptıst PDaSsLOr, ık zatıon of kurope’‘. Karl-Heınz alter represented
Nedelchev, became the President of the EFE  > It W d5S the kuropean Baptısts. He pointed the StrONg
clear that evangelıcals from Central and Fkastern Baptıst COMIGGEHA ftor evangelısm, fOor the Bıble and
kEurope Z01Ng play erucı1a|l role in the dıakonıa AN! showed that Baptısts NOL 288!

Amerıcan church but had theır ın Burope. *kuropean Oome At kuropean Church Growth
conference held ar 1LOondon Bıble College 1n March Evangelıcal theologıans such AS James Packer. an

1992 aul egru trom Romanıa, wh. W d then Anglıcan, explored the CO ground between
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evangelıcals aAM Catholı1cs 000-word decla- 1993 clarıfiıed SOLIIIC of the objectives tor
atıon W dS5 produced 'Evangelıcals aAM Catholıics shaped IBIS hıs iıncluded focusıng OIl

ogether he Chriıstian Mıssıon the IThırd Miıl- VCAr Master of Theology degree be offered
enn1ıum)” 4] New bridges being built those who had Oone inıtıal mınıster1a|l tormatıon

theır OoOme Baptıst Unıiıon SCIHNALV; developıng,
United 1fness

the profile of Jay educatıon promoting IBTS AS

place ftor Baptısts an others confter developSince the carly there has een A 11C1CA4S- In the poss1ibiılıty of doctoral studıes A A>_
INS AWaTrCe11C55 OI the Dart of Baptısts and other INS specıalısed 111 youth work, 1551011

evangelıcals that there 15 remarkable OppOor tl.ll'lll'Y AN! evangelısm AN! Baptıist dentitv. he European
CXDTICSS unıted W1ENESS ACTOSS5 kurope Baptıst Unions agreed that IBIS should be relo-

hıs has largely eecn embodıied opecr aULVC cated Prague, central CICV the 1L1ICW Europe
1551011 111 a1d Praycr anı educatıon Ihe AN! much cheaper place than Zürich AN) thıs
place of Praycr 15 ındıcated by the fact that 11 2001 INOVE appene May 1994
400 000 German evangelıcals MmMetTt together durıng S1TC ON the edge of the CICV of Prague the
the kvangelıcal Allıance Week of Prayer Van- hıstor1ıc Sarka Valley, whıich W asSs eed of
gelıcals dIC NOLT only seekıng spirıtual renewal they deal of work, W as developed for the SCHUNALV, he
A also lookıng outwards AT the polıtıcal -focused IBIS 110 Offers VarıeLV of COUISCS,the 1CW kurope 43 Ihe ERFE has sSEI up network ıncludıng Master’ degrees ı the fields of Bıblıcal
of lawyers ACTOSS Europe specılalıze human Studıes, Baptıst ıN! Anabaptıst Studıes, 1SsS10N
rıghts 1550UC5 an thıs has een ınvolved 111 aAN! kvangelısm anı Applıed Theology includıng
SL: ateg1c 15501C58 Across Ekurope there 15 4A1l human rıghts Christian educatıon an spırıtual tor-
INg leadershıp Baptısts an other Matıon Degrees offered AL valıdated DY the British
evangelıcals hıch 15 prepare CNSASZC socıally Universıty SYStem an the Czech hıgher educatıon
aMn polıtically. IThe EFA SECT an office Brussels authorıity. Ihere ATIC 14() students ftrom OT forty
111 1994 wıth Julıa Doxat Purser from Brıtain who COUNFTrIES eıghty domg M’Ih study anı chırtyhas degree kuropean Studıes AS5 the EFA ICD- workıng towards Master of Phılosophy OTr Doctor
F Before then 1T often seemed that CVELY of Phiılosophy degrees TIhe IBTI'S teachıng team
other worldview CXCC pt evangelıcal Christianıty W as 15 drawn predomiınantly from the ftormer U-

seekıng ınfÄiuence the kuropean polıtical agenda 1ST COUNTFr1€ES wıth teachers the ul NN staff
Ihe EFA NSISTS that 1L 15 neıther Pro 11OT AaNTı the COMINS from Bulgarıa Czech Republıc Estonı1a

4A5 such Rather the FEA CNCOUTASZCS those an Russıa A ell 4S from the West conference
wıth iınfÄuence Brussels ACT 111 WAaVS that PTrO- held 17 the SUMMMETr of 2002 AL IRBT'S ıllustrates
IMOTE USTICE FCNCFOSILY and rıghteousness the WdY whıch evangelıcals from the Aast ATC
It works partıcularly rel1S10Us reedom 155UC5sS It havıng al Iımpact AdCTOSS5 Europe Ihe conference
15 also concerned about qUCSUOIIS ıke IMM1ISr atıoN W dS$S the theme of Baptısts and the Orthodox
an treatment of refugees 45 Church AaN! three of the [11A1ll speakers IDT (Jti

kuropean Baptısts also Sa L11C  S possıbiulıties Bunacıu 1r E mıl Bartos an Dr (Jctavıan Baban
the 1990s for strengthening through Pan- WCIC Romanıan Baptıst academı1cs Thıs IN also
kuropean theologıcal educatıon In MOST former example of the WdY which SCIMNNATICS ACTOSS
COMMUNIS COUNTFTr1€ES evangelıcal SCININAC1IES had Europe dIC workıng unıted WAY partnershıp
NOLT en permitted Ihroughout the Bap TIhere has ern Oper:; atıON 111 evangelıcal theo-

often AL the forefront those wh. Jogıcal educatıon ACTOSS5 denomıiınatıons for CXAaI1l-
grasped hold of the 11CW LYy A79i estab- ple 11 Bulgarıa IBTIS works 111 partıcularly close
ıshed natıonal AN! also INanV maller OpCratıioN wıth Spurgeon College London
Bıble Schoaols In the early 1990s 111 the lıght of the ILULIOT of the CO the nıneteenth
number of LICW natıonal Baptısts being between Spurgeon the foremost Brıitish VIC-
ounded An the de fundıng of the International or1ı1an preacher AN! Johann (QIncken the *tather Of.
Baptıst Theological Semiıinarv 111 Swıtzer- the contıinental European Baptıst MOVEMECNLT
and DV the Irustees of the Foreign 1SS1ON Board
of the Southern Baptıst Convention there W dS$
search for 1C W OmMe 20R1 role for thıs SCI111- Evangelıcals 4N European polıtıcıans

whiıch W aSs owned bv the ERF S11 of Polıticıans 11 Europe ATC IHalıyV willıng
EuroJTh
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lısten the FEA because t CV know that the EFA behave 1n WdYy whıch upholds Chriıstian values.
Ihe FFA has iındıcated that Chrıiıstians 1n eachI'CPI'CSCHtS large pan-kuropean, pan-denom1-

natıonal allıance of Christian VO1CES. It W d 1n Ekuropecan COUNLCY wıll eed continue talkıng
theır gOVEr: NMECNLS persuade them be ofNovember 1990 that Jacques Delors, the President

of the European Commıissıon AL the tiıme, made hıs the Ss1tuations of the faıth communıtıes.
famous call church eaders help kurope ind 1ts (One of the MOSLT ımportant debates that has
soul. Christians aVEC continued respond that taken place 1n the CONTLEXT of the Conventıion O1l

call.>0 Ihe followıng examples ıllustrate that there the Future of Europe ocused the mentıion of
has ecen evangelıcal iınfiuence wıthın the Uuro- God aAM Chriıstian C)I: Judeo-Chrıstıan values 1n
PCal Union. Fırst, there W ds the 1SsuUeE of °sects’. artıcle of the draft Constitutional treaty.. hıs
After the tragıc deaths of Ssıxteen members of the artıcle stated: “Ihe Unı0on 15 ounded ON I'CSPCCt for
er of the Solar Temple 1n the Alps AL the en of human dignity, freedom, democracYy, the rule of law
1995, the EFA worked OI1l the ‘sect’ 1Ssue. Across human rıghts, values which 1fs Member States
Europe, media an polıtıcıans panıcked about the AVE 1n COIMNMOMN 'Ihe Unıiıon a1MmMSs be peaceful
threat posed DYy minorıty rel1ıg10Us STOUDS. TIhey sOCIeTY, practisıng tolerance, Justice solıdarıty.
WCIC determined bring about control in order Many Churches, relıg10Us communıtıes AaN! others

CNSUTC that TNOTIC crımes WEeTC commıtted. consıdered thıs artıcle be LOO general. They
Unfortunately, the desıre pr OtCCL soclety W dsS$ argued that IT chould mentıon the Chrıstian culture
AT times than the desıire maılntaın the that has shaped Europe AN! whıch has CCn based

0)8! faıth in God 'Ihe European Evangelıcal Allıanceprincıple of rel1ıg10Us reedom. In 1996, the Uro-
PCAaN Parlıament determıned DaSS resolution added IfSs VO1lCce those of other belıevers thıs

Mar Evangelıcals WAant the kuropean Unıi0onthe 1SssueEe and the S12NS WEeTIC that thıs would be
bad LMOVCEC for rel1g10Us reedom. However, DYy DE, above everythıng else, cCommunıty ın whıch,

1n the AILICc of Justice AN! faırness, CVCIVOLLC 15 treeworkıng wıth Chriıstian parlıamentarı1ans, the FELEFA
succeeded 1n changıng the FONXT Ihe final resolu- belıeve AaN! practise theır faıth Evangelıcals do
t10N W as amended make specıfic reference the NOLT demand privileged place for believers but
ımportance of rel1&g10Us reedom aM the kuropean WAant theır VO1CESs be heard ın the publıc ATCI1la

Convention of Human Rıghts. In 1997/, the ‘ sect? along wıth CVCLY other member of Cıvıl SOCIELY.
1ssueEe returned the kuropean Parlıament AN! Ihe campaı1gn resulted 1n watering OWN of the

officıal rt W dS commıss1ıc0NnNed. Agaln, the humanıst nNnature of the documentatıon. Chrıiıstian-
Ity 15 NOT mentioned, but people of rel1g10Us Faltch:EFA helped iınfiluence thıs AN! the inal 5E W as

moderate. In the end, 1n July 1998, the Parlıament NOLT Just humanısts, ATC acknowledged AS havıng
contrıbuted European values. Ihe TEXT. of thedecıded drop the 1Sssue completely.*”

second 1SssueEe has een employment law. Ihe Ireaty Establıshing Constitution for kurope W as

campalgnıng work in 2000 W dS largely dom - sıgned October 2004
ınated DYy the proposed antı-diseriımıinatıion Romano Prodi, 45 European Commıissıon Pres1i-
directive.°% In general, thıs directive could be SCCI1 dent, saı1d the Ekuropean Parlıament 1n Aprıl
AS helpful ın promoting Justice iın of employ- 1999 “Ihe search for kuropean “<coul” 15 increas-
MenNnT However, It also contaıned SOTITILIC potential ingly Proving be the maJor problem facıng OUT

contıiınent AS 1T looks the tuture ” He wentproblems for rel1g10Us Organısatı1ons. Could
church 1INns1ıst that ItSs pastor W d Chrıiıstian W d explaın what he Dy the LGEM c  SOM Hıs defi-

nıtıon W d the followıng: °How gradually buildthıs discrımınatory? Could Chrıistian children’s
OMe aVe only Christian carıng staff> Originally, up cshared feclıng of belongıng Küurope. ” I .ıke
the European Commıissıon had een agalnst 46 Jacque Delors, Prodiı W 4A5 seekıng hıghlıght the
Ing ALLY Mex1bility towards rel1g10Us STOUDS wıthın contrıbution of taıth communıtıes thıs PTFOCCSS.,
the legislatıon. However, the EFA AN! natıonal At conference OI inter-cultural dialogue 1n ArTC
Evangelıcal Allıances ACTOSS Europe, workıng wıth 2002, he Sa1d: “Relıgions Caln and make
other STOUDS, WE} able CONVINCE kuropean polı- 4A11 essentı1al contrıbution xoals all share: A

1C1ans that the dırective had be amended. Now, future free of fear: peaceful for the gxood
ıf natıonal gOVCI'I'IIHCHI NVAaNTtS C  ® 1T CAll make of all; defence of human values agaınst violence.

hatred and dıserımınatıon." hıs W d reintorced ALthat rel1g10U0s SZTOUDS A1IC free employ people of
the faıth where there 15 Justification CO do S! A conterence O1 6-5 December 2002 ON “Polıtıics
Chrıstian employers Cal alsoO CXPECCL theır staff aAM Moralıty" whıch took place 1ın Vıenna, Austr1a,
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organızed DV the Instıitute tor Human Sciences Conclusı:on
Joıntly wıth Project Syndıcate, Prague/New ork Given the long hıstorv of evangelıcal Fa-Agaılnst the background of trom rel1g10Us LIO0ON ACTOSS kurope what hopes do evangelıcalseaders Europe that they WEeTC NOL being heard UT for the enlarge Europecan Unıi0on? D ALı
Prodı emphasısed °“At Lime when ATC reflect- Chrıistian STOUDS that ALC strongly Aantı he
INS the future of kurope WC CATIMNOF overlook 1TS Hungarıan Retformed Church struggled dıs-
spırıtual, rel1g10Us and thıcal dımens1ıions. 155 T[ATcCe ıtself from the JuSstice aM 1 .ıfe Party whiıch

In the ODINION of the IT1LaLLYy European evangelı- NASs All CTE AA AN! an Semuitıc STance
Cals: there needs be 11 CaSe 1 and which has SUPPOITCI'S 111 the Church TIhere 2A1

dialogue about such 15S501C5 Die A1LC. certamly evangelıcal VOI1CCS Brıtain 6() Ihe debate
Members of the European Parlıament who belıeve about Europe’s Chrıstian values 15 ON ZO1INS
that faıth belongs only 111 the Pr1ıVate sphere 56 In Some evangelıcals ATC apathetic when IT
2002 European Parlıament resolution OI1 Women these ST But INAaLıy evangelıcal TIES
AN: Fundamentalısm IC argue that secularısa- ACTOSS kurope approach thıs the lıght of

W aSs feature of Europe passed wıth the INSTEINCLIL Pall Europeanısm that has BEeN
slım MAJOTILY, Ihe resolution deplored the er- 1 part of the evangelıcal STOTY. CV K

ference of the urches ıN rel1g100s 168 the poss1ıbıilıty of LOTC unıted kuropean
111 the publıc and polıtıcal ıfe of the Partly 4A5 INteSratkionN proceeds Ekurope f Call

the Pope specch the Italıan be argued that UNIQUC WaV evangelıcals wl  —3 ACtT
AS bridge AC1OS5 kurope lınkıng 4ast An WestParlıament 15 November 2002 expressed hıs

hope that the LICW foundatıons of the Ekuropean ()ver much of the twentıieth anı VCL the
LOINMON OUSse 11l NOT ack the cement” of that past few YCaLS especıally, there MN en Ial y

extraordınarv rel1ig10Us cultural and C1ıvıl patr1mony examples of Dan kuropean evangelıcal lınkıng ftor
that has kurope 1TS gI'C?.ITICSS OWN the CE1N- the of relatıonshi1p, sharıng of FEA MNHCGEN

and wWOor. together Ihe Furopean’ He pleaded: ‘Europe, al the beginnıng of
the 1LIC mıllennıum, OPCH VOUr doors Baptıst Federatıon ıncludes Baptıst COIMNINUNMNN-

LIES that ATC relatıvely SLrONS Ukraıine BrıtainChrist!”>/ In the SA111C month Metropolıitan
Kırıli of Smolensk AN! Kalınıngrad spoke sIo Romanıa Russıa AN! Germany d S well AS small

(but SroWINS Baptıst Unions COUNTFrIıES such ASA the inaugural MeCLINS of the Ekuropean Coun- Armenıua Bosnıa 61 Ihe SAdI1L1Cc growth 15 SCCI]cl of Relig10u0Ss Leaders of the res P€Ct
rel1S10US ıdeals k vangelıcals through the EFA an other evangelıcal SZTOUDS tor example Pentecostals

kvangelıcal belıevers who aVe thıs wıder 1CW ofother bodies also contrıibuted the debate In the kuropean famıly, dIC nonetheless Often worriedI 2003 the EFA publıshed thıs STAtGMMCNT about “Fortress Ekurope created DY the European“Maotıivated DYy desıre PICSCIVC AT protect Unıon Whart Ial y evangelıcals WAant 15 NOL sımplythıs dıversıty, rCJECL the ıdea of purely secular enlarge Ekuropean Unı}on but the tulfiılment ofwhere relıg10Us belıef WOU be relegated bıgger V1IS1O1 reachıng ACTOSS tradıtiıonal dıyıdesthe strictlv Pr1Vate sphere nstead favour Miıchauiıl Gorbachev spoke of Uro-the ıdea of pluralıst SOCICtY where dıfferent taıth PCaN house Ihe European Unıon CAaNNOT ıtselfand phılosophical A 1Carmns Caln an CADICSS bring about that ALl  S Indeed could contrıbutetheır thus CNCOUCASINS real democracy. Europes’ Long before the talk of kuropeanFreedom for taıth W as called 1NLO 1 the 1ntegrat10n evangelıcal Chrıstian belıevers ACT1TOSS
mınds of INan V DV the FrCJECTION 2004 of Rocco Europe Sa themselves NOLT havıng ftounda-
Buttiglione AS the CW Justice Commıissioner Ihe LIONS AaSt and West but AS Duilt together 0)8! Hc
Buttiglıone affaır 4S Julıa Doxvat Purser of the ELA ftoundatıon Jesus Chrıst
commented exposed A classıc worldview CIas
Enlıghtenment iınspıred Humanısm VEITSUS Chrıs-
CaNıCV. Rocco Buttiglıone COT  VATIVe Catholıc
W 4S Qr odds wıth M EPDs who ATC secular humanısts
and for whom relıg100siv inspıred VICW:! d1IC anath-
3 0 It LCINUallls be SCCI1 what ımplıcations thıs
dAs ftor the future
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OTtes Renaıssance and Renewal Chrıstian 1SLOVY Stud-
1C5 Church Hıstory, Vol (Oxford BlackwellIhe best ıntroductions evangelıcal hıstorv ATC 1977 Bp 395 ALnBebbington Evangelicalısm IN Modern VIL- Green Tomorrow s Man 10g AD f JamesAln 1StOTYy from the LO the 1980s London

outledge and M oll The Rıse of Evan- Henry Rushbrooke Dıdcot Ihe Baptıst Hıstorical
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Evangelıcal Network the 1ıddle of the Nıneteenth
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