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he remınds UuSs ıghtly that 1t 15 ımpossıble understand ‘Relıgıon of the Patriarchs’ where the author has
the MINIStLY of Jesus ANı au the theology of the chosen tOo offer alternatıve) the standard critical
wıthout havıng* Book Reviews *  contained in many articles, and will be enabled to keep  possibility that our nation is an embodiment of Egypt.’  abreast of more recent trends in pentateuchal scholar-  Goldingay is almost as critical of some more recent  ship which has seen a revolution ın many of its aspects  interpretative approaches (e.g., liberation, and feminist)  in recent decades.  which illustrate ‘*the way in which an interpretive stance  Reflecting to some extent the diverse intended audi-  or commitment both opens interpreters’ eyes to aspects  ence, it was refreshing to find an article on ‘Preaching  of the text that have been ignored and also risks assimi-  from the Pentateuch’ (pp 637-643) in which McMickle  lating the text to the commitment that the interpreters  offers some statistics that underline the relative rarity of  have already made.’  Occasionally, contributors ‘take critical assumptions  preaching from anywhere in the OT, let alone from the  Pentateuch. He then develops his work under three head-  to task, seeking at least to identify the albatross if not to  ings: “The Necessity of Preaching from the OT” in which  remove it’. One such instance ıs with the article on the  he reminds us rightly that “it ıs impossible to understand  ‘Religion of the Patriarchs’ (671) where the author has  the ministry of Jesus and Paul or the theology of the NT  chosen ‘to offer an alternative’ to the standard critical  without having ... understanding of the ... Pentateuch’;  approach ‘without proof” with the result that students  Preaching from the Pentateuch’; and “Principles for  will have to look elsewhere for help with responding to  Christian Preaching from the OT’, under which head-  the critical approach. On the other hand, the sermon  preparation of preachers is likely to benefit from the arti-  ing he covers, as well as allegory and typology, issues of  cle:  continuity and discontinuity, liberation theology, prom-  ise and fulfilment, and salvation history. In the section on  As is usual with works of this genre, the contributions  Preaching from the Pentateuch,” McMickle, highlights  vary in approach and quality and are therefore of variable  ‘creationism versus evolution’ as a significant preaching  usefulness to one or other of the anticipated audiences.  theme, thus revealing the article’s North American prov-  However, at the price, this is a treasure trove of great  enance. It would have been helpful to see more emphasis  value and one that scholars, pastors and (where finances  placed on the theology of creation in relatıon to that of  allow) students should have within easy reach.  temple, an area in which a fair amount of research and  Hector Morrison, Dingwall, Scotland  writing has been undertaken in recent years. Other issues  highlighted as being worthy of the preacher’s attention  are: the role and status of women in the community of  Encountering God’s Word:  faith, especially with regard to leadership; the institution  of marriage; and environmental issues. On the whole  Beginning biblical studies  I found this section disappointing, but perhaps that  Edited by Philip Duce & Daniel Strange  betrays my own preference for a more biblical theologi-  Leicester: Apollos, 2003, 219 pp.,£9.99, pb,;,  cal approach.  ISBN 0-85111-792-9  In his article on ‘Hermeneutics’ Goldingay consid-  ers 10 different approaches to the interpretation of  SUMMARY  the Pentateuch (Christological, Doctrinal, Devotional,  This valuable book is aimed at students beginning biblical  Ethical, Feminist, Imperialist, Liberation, Midrashic,  studies at university level and comprises four essays writ-  Modern, and Postmodern) before finally anticipating ‘an  ten by different authors delivering courses of university  increased flowering of newer approaches’ ın the coming  standard. Essays (1) and (2) discuss beginning study in the  decades. With respect to the ‘“Doctrinal Interpretation’  Old and New Testaments respectively. Number (3) deals  we may agree with much of what Goldingay writes as  with biblical hermeneutics in a post-modern world, and (4)  well as with his conclusion that ‘the framework of Chris-  examines the roles of faith and evidence in believing the  tian doctrine may be allowed to open up questions, but  Bible. The authors take a sympathetic approach to both the  it must not be allowed to determine answers,’ even ıf  methods of modern scholarship and also to the question  we are not so ready as he to excoriate ‘the rule for the  of evangelical integrity. Hard questions have to be wres-  faith’ that came to be embodied in the Apostles’ Creed  tled with but, the contributors maintain, it is possible to do  for being ‘devastatingly effective in siılencing the OT and  this while being fully committed to the veracity of scripture  marginalizing the place of Israel in the church’s think-  and also from the perspective of experimental faith. Highly  ing.’ One wonders if the silencing of the OT, particularly  commended.  in Western pulpits, may be blamed more on the influence  of some of the elements of ‘Modern Interpretation.’ In  ZUSAMMENFASSUNG  the light of the recent Iraq War, Goldingay’s analysis of  Dieses wertvolle Buch richtet sich an Studenten, die das  the Imperialist Interpretation’ makes sober reading and  Studium der Bibel auf Universitätsniveau beginnen. Es  we all — whether British, American, Israelı or whatever  umfasst vier Essays von verschiedenen Autoren, die univer-  — would do well to heed his warning that “interpretation  sitäre Kurse unterrichten. Essays (1) und (2) diskutieren die  of the Pentateuch in the light of the conviction that our  Fragen zu Beginn des Studium des Alten und des Neuen  Testaments. Nummer (3) behandelt biblische Hermeneu-  particular nation is an embodiment of Israel needs to  be accompanied with interpretation in the light of the  tik in der Postmoderne, und Essay (4) untersucht die Rolle  Eurojfih 14:p 059understandıng of the* Book Reviews *  contained in many articles, and will be enabled to keep  possibility that our nation is an embodiment of Egypt.’  abreast of more recent trends in pentateuchal scholar-  Goldingay is almost as critical of some more recent  ship which has seen a revolution ın many of its aspects  interpretative approaches (e.g., liberation, and feminist)  in recent decades.  which illustrate ‘*the way in which an interpretive stance  Reflecting to some extent the diverse intended audi-  or commitment both opens interpreters’ eyes to aspects  ence, it was refreshing to find an article on ‘Preaching  of the text that have been ignored and also risks assimi-  from the Pentateuch’ (pp 637-643) in which McMickle  lating the text to the commitment that the interpreters  offers some statistics that underline the relative rarity of  have already made.’  Occasionally, contributors ‘take critical assumptions  preaching from anywhere in the OT, let alone from the  Pentateuch. He then develops his work under three head-  to task, seeking at least to identify the albatross if not to  ings: “The Necessity of Preaching from the OT” in which  remove it’. One such instance ıs with the article on the  he reminds us rightly that “it ıs impossible to understand  ‘Religion of the Patriarchs’ (671) where the author has  the ministry of Jesus and Paul or the theology of the NT  chosen ‘to offer an alternative’ to the standard critical  without having ... understanding of the ... Pentateuch’;  approach ‘without proof” with the result that students  Preaching from the Pentateuch’; and “Principles for  will have to look elsewhere for help with responding to  Christian Preaching from the OT’, under which head-  the critical approach. On the other hand, the sermon  preparation of preachers is likely to benefit from the arti-  ing he covers, as well as allegory and typology, issues of  cle:  continuity and discontinuity, liberation theology, prom-  ise and fulfilment, and salvation history. In the section on  As is usual with works of this genre, the contributions  Preaching from the Pentateuch,” McMickle, highlights  vary in approach and quality and are therefore of variable  ‘creationism versus evolution’ as a significant preaching  usefulness to one or other of the anticipated audiences.  theme, thus revealing the article’s North American prov-  However, at the price, this is a treasure trove of great  enance. It would have been helpful to see more emphasis  value and one that scholars, pastors and (where finances  placed on the theology of creation in relatıon to that of  allow) students should have within easy reach.  temple, an area in which a fair amount of research and  Hector Morrison, Dingwall, Scotland  writing has been undertaken in recent years. Other issues  highlighted as being worthy of the preacher’s attention  are: the role and status of women in the community of  Encountering God’s Word:  faith, especially with regard to leadership; the institution  of marriage; and environmental issues. On the whole  Beginning biblical studies  I found this section disappointing, but perhaps that  Edited by Philip Duce & Daniel Strange  betrays my own preference for a more biblical theologi-  Leicester: Apollos, 2003, 219 pp.,£9.99, pb,;,  cal approach.  ISBN 0-85111-792-9  In his article on ‘Hermeneutics’ Goldingay consid-  ers 10 different approaches to the interpretation of  SUMMARY  the Pentateuch (Christological, Doctrinal, Devotional,  This valuable book is aimed at students beginning biblical  Ethical, Feminist, Imperialist, Liberation, Midrashic,  studies at university level and comprises four essays writ-  Modern, and Postmodern) before finally anticipating ‘an  ten by different authors delivering courses of university  increased flowering of newer approaches’ ın the coming  standard. Essays (1) and (2) discuss beginning study in the  decades. With respect to the ‘“Doctrinal Interpretation’  Old and New Testaments respectively. Number (3) deals  we may agree with much of what Goldingay writes as  with biblical hermeneutics in a post-modern world, and (4)  well as with his conclusion that ‘the framework of Chris-  examines the roles of faith and evidence in believing the  tian doctrine may be allowed to open up questions, but  Bible. The authors take a sympathetic approach to both the  it must not be allowed to determine answers,’ even ıf  methods of modern scholarship and also to the question  we are not so ready as he to excoriate ‘the rule for the  of evangelical integrity. Hard questions have to be wres-  faith’ that came to be embodied in the Apostles’ Creed  tled with but, the contributors maintain, it is possible to do  for being ‘devastatingly effective in siılencing the OT and  this while being fully committed to the veracity of scripture  marginalizing the place of Israel in the church’s think-  and also from the perspective of experimental faith. Highly  ing.’ One wonders if the silencing of the OT, particularly  commended.  in Western pulpits, may be blamed more on the influence  of some of the elements of ‘Modern Interpretation.’ In  ZUSAMMENFASSUNG  the light of the recent Iraq War, Goldingay’s analysis of  Dieses wertvolle Buch richtet sich an Studenten, die das  the Imperialist Interpretation’ makes sober reading and  Studium der Bibel auf Universitätsniveau beginnen. Es  we all — whether British, American, Israelı or whatever  umfasst vier Essays von verschiedenen Autoren, die univer-  — would do well to heed his warning that “interpretation  sitäre Kurse unterrichten. Essays (1) und (2) diskutieren die  of the Pentateuch in the light of the conviction that our  Fragen zu Beginn des Studium des Alten und des Neuen  Testaments. Nummer (3) behandelt biblische Hermeneu-  particular nation is an embodiment of Israel needs to  be accompanied with interpretation in the light of the  tik in der Postmoderne, und Essay (4) untersucht die Rolle  Eurojfih 14:p 059Pentateuch : approac. “wıthout proof” wıth the result that students
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