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UMMARY
Germany, during 7357 August, 2004 The theme of the

These ible studies WeTlTe delivered at the Biannual C on- conference Wads ‘’Evangelical Models for Public e0ol-
erencCce of the Fellowship of uropean Evangelical Theo- O8Y , and the ible readings take UD different of
logians held at the Neues en Zentrum, Wölmersen, Christian responsibility ın the life of the cCommunity.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG Wölmersen, VO his u  u 2004 gehalten.
| Jas Konferenzthema autete “Evangelikale Modelle für

[ Diese Bibelarbeiten wurden auf der zweijährlich STatt- öffentliche Theologie”, und die Bibelauslegungen reifen
findenden Konferenz der FEET (Fellowship of uropean verschiedene Aspekte der christlichen Verantwortung für
Evangelical Theologians) Im Neues en Zentrum, das gemeinsame L eben auf.

RESUME Wölmersen, Allemagne, a0ut 2004 Ce colloque
avaıt VOUT theme general le sujet des modeles evangeli-

_ es ätudes bibliques qu! ulvent OntT ate apportees QUES DOUT l’ethique sOcCiale et politique. Ces &tudes bibli-
colloque bisannue! de |’Association Europeenne de JUECS abordent plusieurs de Ia responsabilite du
Theologiens Evangeliques, Neues Leben Zentrum, chretien dans Ia VviIe sociale.

LESSONS ROM Ome tıme AYO W as lıstening CONversatıon
the radıo in hıch Varıous BBC C-

spondents looked Aat the PI'OSPCCtS ftor the L1ICW yCaLReadıng: Samuel
Everybody knows tamılıar stor1es about the that W d Just approachıing. It W d sadly 1mpress1ve

how they DAVC the MOST pessim1st1ic forecasts ofDbıblıcal character Samuel; there 15 the STOFVY of the what W 9aS lıkely happen VCL the world generallyboy Samuel ecarıng the volce of God in the
temple Dy nıght, an there 15 the later STCOFY of how wıth thıngs getting WOTrSse and„an Maı
he W as SCNT wıth hıs orn of O1l anOoINnNt Davıd d I'CSPCCtS theır forecasts ave een all LOO

such SıtnHatıon polıtıcal affaırs MUST inevıta-
kıng WTr Israel. But ap from that he’s probably bly claım OUTr attention. ONTTt  A wıth those

rather Vaglıc figure INally of Iwo books Chrıistians who Sa V that the busıness of the church
the Bıble, that WEeIC or1ıgıinally OLLC, diIiCc named after 15 solely PICDAIC us for the eXT lıfe an NOT

although he NOT wrıte them an fact interfere wıth the hıstory of OUTr pr CSCNT world If
he dıes well before the en of the f of them It part of being Chrıstian 15 precıisely make us
15 clear that he W as extremely ımportant fgure better human beings, then what happens the
in the hıstory of the people, it IMay be seful world 288l how behave 1n It 15 VCLY much OUurLr
o0k briefly Ar hım an SC what hıs sıgnıfcanceE for COIICETIN
us mıght be OUTr pr esCNL CONTEXT of conference Hence back Samuel. Hıs STOFY 15 quıte long

pu  C theology. and complıcated ONC, and AaVE Sa y that Old
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lestament scholars aVvVe SOINC dıfhculties 1n work- found that God acted discıplıne them and bring
ng OUT exactly what happened 1n eta: ındeed them back hımself. We CANNOT ıgnore the ele-
whether 1t happened Just 4A5 1t 15 told But what Ment of Judgment in bıblıcal hıstorYy. Now know

do aVe 15 SCOFY that W as5 skılfully Put together that SOINC people find thıs be dıfAcult CONCCPL,
bring OUuTt SOT1I1IC ımportant poıints for the read- but human level yOU aV world hıch

CIS, AN! aVC O0k It that level there wıicked people who OPPDICSS other people,
We plunge iInto the mıdst of It Samuel IT 15 ımpossıble SC how there Can be anı V control

hıch 15 effect celebration of Samuel’s retire- ver them and establıshment of Justice wıth-
MeEeNT He had led the tiıme after the last of the OUuUTt SOMIIC kınd of COerc1o0n anı paın for the wiıcked.
udges 4S hımself judge, prophet, leader of the Ihe biblical wriıters clearly belıeved that God acted
people, but he W 39asSs 1O old enough be succeeded 1n WaY lıke human admınıstrators of Justice
DYy somebody EISE: anı the people had made it clear make wıcked people realıse the folly of theır WdYS
that they NOT WAant the SUCCESSION PaSS and restraın them from turther evıl So large
hıs SO115S5 whı WT dıshonest an untrustworthy. of what call Judgment the Old Testament 15
NOo, the people wanted choose kıng lıke ther
Nat1Oons round about them Here 1n thıs

be reformatorYy, make people realıse
the of theır WaYS aN! ENCOUTASZC them turn

ale Samuel S1ViINS hıs tarewel]l speech before he AWdY from It
demıuıts ffice TOM It Call catch glımpses of hat 15 what 15 being described ere For
four the sıtuation. read that when the people CAaINc realıse that

FHırst, there 15 Samuel hımself£, the vetırıng ruler
He offers defence of hımself 4S leader. He Sts

they WEeTITC being Judge they cried OUrT God
delıver them, and MNCC agaın he heard theır crl1es

the thıngs that he has NOT one He has NOT sed anı relented. He DaAVC them g0o0d eaders.
hıs posıtıon take ther people’s PI‘OPCITY. He has thıs 15 csShow that ACTS oug,
NOT cheated anybody. He has NOT accepted bribes hıstorıcal EVENTS bring hıs people back

induce g1ve judgment 1in favour of OIlICc when they aV sınned and one We Caln

PCISON rather than another. Now that 15 quıte thus UE posıtıve 1eW of the role of God etre
remarkable record when YOU COM1DAIC It wıth the Hıs Judgments be restoratıve for hıs
reputations of SOTITINIC of OUr pres CNTt TeECceNT rulers, people.
polıtıcıans both natıonal anı local,; cıvıl SETrVANTS hıs eads us VCLY smoothly the al  ‘
AN! ocal SOVET: NMCNL officıals, 1n thıs COUIMN- rather set ofa  , the story Ihese U he people

and elsewhere. I also StOOd OUT in Samuel’s themselves, the subjects ruled VT Dy Samuel an
OW ] world TeCETIT book Dy John Goldingay that then DYy Saul They had asked Samuel appomnt
COVCIS thıs per10d Bıble hıstory bears the tıtle kıng for them Ihey WEeETC able exerc1ıse SOTII1IC
Men ehavıng badly, an there 15 awtul lot of iınfiluence VCT how they WEIC ruled, AN! theır
bad behavıour Samuel and Kıngs Even rulers intervention brought the per10d of the Judgesan eaders who had faırly g0o0d reputation after- end, anı led the transıtıon monarchYy.wards OL them only when people convenıently Later stıll Kıngs RE how they took
forgot the other sıde of theır characters; aVl aM rebelliıon agalınst the monarchy that led sphitSolomon WEEIC NOT 4S saıntly AS later wriıters made the kıngdom. On certaın OCCAS1ONS, therefore,
them OUT be aybe Samuel dıdn’t always lıve they had an they wıelded it

hıs OW : ıdeals We do SCr the ımpression But rıght eTre Samuel remınds them of the
thıs chapter aM elsewhere that he W as LMNOTC danger of wantıng human kınz It that

than trıfle peeved AT: being opped Dy the people Samuel W as uncertaın whether the people’s FEqUESLfrom office But thıngs stand OUu  P} Fırst, that for kıng W as AT of rebelliıon agalnst God
he knew how rulers ought behave, and second, NO  F} GoOod hımselfW as theır kıng, AN! human kıngthat, unless he had successfully cheated the people, miıght be understood A rıval God Were the
he had lıyed hıs ıdeals people rejecting God? But God Was preparedSecond, Samuel talks about God hımself, the let them 4VE theır WdY, proviıded that theır human
UNSEEN ruler. He D1VES the people hıstory lesson kıng Was subject hımself an ollowed hıs COM-
in hıch they SCC that God has een and contın- mandments. But nevertheless, It 15 clear that people,
u«cs be actıve theır historYy. It W ds God whe lıke theır rulers, Can ACt sınfully and make polıtıcalrescued them from Egypt 1n theır crı1es CITOTIS Somewhere in hıistory somebody WICE sa1ıd
ftor help. But when they forgot about they Vox populı VOX Deın, meanıng that the VOlCEe of the
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people Can be accepted 45 the VO1lcCe of God when wriıters ignore the question of theır specıfic quali-
dec1is1ıOnNs aVE be made. It 15 clearly false Ihe ficatiıons aAN! OMpECELENCES for ffice and COMNCCIN-

people themselves ATC fallıble and sınful. Ihe Men theır moral character. Not that the former
Behavıng Badly A, NOT Just the rulers AN! leaders! doesn’t £t  „ but It 15 crucı1al that they be hon-

Fourthly, and finally, Samuel agaln, ourable people who NOT there make what
but thıs t1ime in dıfferent role. At thıs 1nt they Can ftor themselves OUTt of theır position,
he retires from being, the Judge leader of the favour theır frıiends and OPPTICSS the PDOOT. hat
people, but he doesn’t retire completely, an 1It 15 15 ımportant for the choıice of church leaders, 45
worth spendıing MOMENT the vetıred In 1ım rightly N'  > but It 15 also ıtal polı-
fact there 15 4S much devoted t1Cs Ihe moral qualıities of eaders sıgnıfıcant
Samuel after hıs retirement 4S there 15 the per10d factor. NOT persuaded that Call bracket off
before it: despite hıs admıssıon that he Was °old the prıvate lıves of polıticıans and ıgnore them
and orey” he AaVEC remaıned remarkably Should NOT be choosing OUT eaders NOT only
actıve. What happened? Basıcally, PCISON INaYy 1eW of the DartYy that they rCprESCNL, but also an
retire from theır partıcular ffice task, but there perhaps rather 1eW of theır moralıty and theır
15 retıirement from being ‚Od’s So erTe relıgion?

aVE glımpse of what Samuel ould continue Second, ANC SCCI1 how God WAS Actıye In the
do after hıs retırement. of hıs people. He 15 the ÜHISCCH but vVCLY real
Hırst, there ould be let hıs eanchıng and 1n the story But 15 thıs how he still works

warnıng the people. wıll teach YOU the WdY that 15 the world today? Ihıs 15 bıg question AN! study
g0o0d and right, he SavS Thereouldcontinue be of It ould exceed the tiıme avaılable and CaDa-
advıce trom that carrıed the authorıty of God. bılıty. In fact, that’s what the reSst of the Conference
Even ere he CANNOT restraın hımself from warnıng 15 for. Can SCC the hand of God udgment
the people agalnst turmng asıde from God ıdols StOrYy to One 15 clear: CANNOT

Ihey dIC SC V the ord wıth theır whole hearts. 4SSUNMN1IC eiıther that because PCISON people 15
Idols CAaNNOT do them al1Ly go0d, because they AaTiICc domg well anı prospering therefore God 15 pleased
powerless. They CANNOT LESGCGLIE people from danger. wıth them and 15 rewardıng them, that because
Let them remember what God has OoOne for them, PCISON people 15 sufferıng SOIIIC of
an remaın fully lo WaY thıs 15 dıvıne Judgment upon them for evıl-

Second, the people had asked Samuel PDravV doin TIhere 15 far LOO much InNOocent suffering, 1n
for them because they fteared Judgment. Maybe the world for us be able draw conclusıons lıke
they WEIC thınkıng sımply of theır pr CSCHLT CY1SIS. that, anı equaliy the bıblıcal wriıters WEIC VCLY COIMN-
But Samuel ZOCS beyond that, and declares that he SCIOUS that the wıcked could PrOSDCI 1in WaY that

NOLT fit wıth theır wıckedness. Ihıs makeswıll NOT Pray for them He wiıll domg
thıs and NOT short hıs CONCETN tor them Ihe IT VCLY dıfhcult ftor us iıdentify specıfic of
Bıble teaches clearly that God O€s respond dıyvıne Jjudgment and approval wıthın NIStOTY.
Praycr DYy hıs people, and that God O€Ss thıngs for Ihere 15 also the complicatıng tactor that the
SOTI1I1IC people because other people PLray for them; New Testament makes us much LNOTC of the
aSt. of PraycI 15 what call intercess10N, fact of final Jjudgment ubOoN evıl aM Its perpetra-
in hıch ask behalf of somebody else rather tOrS Ihe bıblıcal INCSSAHC 15 that there AT C eternal.
than behalf of ourselves. Ihe thıngs SCCH COSMIC tandards ofrıght andSand that CVCI

together, the obedience of the people God CSCADC human Judgment ATC st1ll ANISWCTI-
anı the PrayCcrs for them made Dy Samuel work able God for OUTLr Ves Human Justice 15 fal-
together for theır g00d lıble an lıkely be swayed Dy uman iınterest

Ihe LFEST of the STOFY ıllustrates thıs ONSZO- that CAaMNDdot rely it. We eed be remınded
ıng iınfiuence of Samuel throughout the dıfhcult of absolute, impartıal standards aM be warned

of Saul’s erratıc rule an the rıse that MUST all stand before the judgement SC41
of Davıd of God AL1ISWCL for what 4VE one in thıs

What has the SCOFY SaYy us 1n the cContem- lıtfe How do proclaım thıs effectively today’'s
IVworld? world?

Fırst, It iıllustrates the character of the natıonal there 15 the vesponstbhilıty0people
leader. It 15 interesting that tiıme an agaln when ere the ımportant factor 15 that dIC subjects NOT

Just of OUurTr human rulers but also of God There-rulers an eaders AIC being chosen, the bıblical
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fore, of us called be obedient God, anolınted eaders AT Qumran, OIlC the ruler and
and for that eed guıldance and clear under- the ther priest. It 15 crucı1al that OUr rulers ave
standıng of0d’s tor SOCIETY. We eed godiy, independent advısers, and that iıncludes OUT

analyse the plans of polıtıcıans 1n the lıght of what ocal INa yOLS aN! an MPs 45 well 45 the
know of 0d’s wıll Ihe obvıous example of

thıs 15 the taken deal wıth terrorısm
eaders of central Zovernm $

So what SCC ftrom thıs PaASSASC 15 that there
and unjust rulers wıth STAaTtTESs threatening WarTr certaın clear princıples about the relatıonshıp of

OLIC another. How do achıjeve Justice aN| people God whıch arc sustaıned and carrıed fur-
Compassıon: thıs SCOFY remınds us that the ther 1in the New Testament, aM the Old lestament
people do aVC iınfiuence OVeErNMENL. It 15

and communal ECONTECXT 1n hıch lıve OUr VeESs
MNSS OUurTt MOTC clearly the polıtıcal respons1ıbilıty

quıte remarkable what CVCIN comparatıvely small
of people Can do by lobbyıng theır ' Fa 45 Chrıiıstians. the natıonal and world Ssıtuatıon

sentatıves. hıch ourselves claım that the STOLY of
Fourth, there AIC the tasks from hıch AT Samuel Cdll STATE us MOVINS 1n the rıght dırection.

TEE, and these (a be summed 4S teach-
ıng other people the WaYS of the Lord AN! prayıng
for them. Ihe former 15 MOTC obvıiously the task Seek the elfare of the Cıity
of people wıth the talent do S!  ® but IT 15 1ımpor-
Cant that in the New lestament the task of mutual Readiıng: Jeremiah 29:61-14

Ihe theme of thıs ımportant DPaSSAPC from the Oldinstruction an ENCOUFASCMECN 15 la1d upON
Ihe task of Praycr 15 ıtal for of Uus, 4A5 Tım Testament 15 summed 1n the command: Seek
makes abundantly plaın, an ch: IT the welfare of the CLtYy, phrase taken DYy MAICE

later OCCASI1ON. Wınter d the tiıtle of hıs sıgnıfıcant book hrıs-
It follows from such SCOTCY AS thıs that It 15 tı1an duty the modern world

Ihe sıtuatiıon requires hıttle explanation. { 15 thenormal and natural tor .Od’s people be engaged
OVeErNMECNL, and that ZSOVErNMCN 1$ callıng per10d af the beginning of the exıle Ihe Judgment

from miıght WAant dıscuss the relatı1ıon- of God upOoNn the people of Judah an theır rulers
shıp between the poss1bılıty of kıng lıke has expressed ıtself the aM devastatıon of
Cyrus being described 4S the Lord’s anomnted, Jerusalem and the surroundıng land, an the Cal
although he W d NOT consci0ously hıs‘ and ıng offof maJor proportion of the people exy1ıle
the callıng of Chrıiıstian take part SOVCIN- the COUNIFY of Babylon. Ihe prophet W as
MENT AN! being of if. What OC€s thıs Sa V that thıs per10d of exıle ould be extremely long;

about the of dıyıne callıng? SUDDOSC that Aat the eN! of the Second or War
It 15 also the CdSC that there 15 responsı1bilıty the ınhabıtants of SC)L11C defeated 1ın It had

for good government that upDON people CVCIIN ern taken AWAY from theır and and settled SOMIC-

when they ATC retired from Jeadershıp perhaps where else; the people of defeated Rurıtanıa WEIC
AaVNe held I: there 15 the respons1ıbiulıty taken into exıle for SCVCENTY in JToughistan
oTte and 1n the interests of truth, Justice and 1945 It 15 110 the yYCarL 2004, an they AdIC still
COmpassıon. there and NOTLT lıkely be released before 2014 1$ 15

SIN and faılure Cal characterise CVCIN the est of
It 15 also extremely ımportant recognıse that appallıngly long per10d of eX1E, an there WEEIC

people in the t1ime of Jeremıuah who thought that
eaders Samuel’s SO11S5 WEEIC NOT trustwo:  Y% Just couple of ould be 4S long 45 IT ould last
lıke Elı's, although they presumably had godly (Jer 1-4
upbringıng. Saul, despite hıs inıtıal promıise What do YOU Sa y such sıtuatıiıon? thıs
fell far short; Davıd W as saınt. Bıblıcal real- CASC, the est that ONC Can Sa y 1s Accept the 1INEeVI-
15M compels us recognıse the omnıpresence of table settle OWN where God PUtS YOU an Iıve 4S

temptatıion, SIN AN! aılure, 1in ourselves d well 4S normal|l lıfe 4S 15 possıble the Circumstances.
1n others. It ould SCCII that the people in exıle WEEIC deter-

Therefore; Caln be free ftrom the FCSPON- mıned continue of themselves 45 Jews
sıbılıty that Samuel continued feel that he MUST and retaın theır ıdentity. We INaYy COMPDAIC the SC1I1-
NOT teach people the WaY of the ord. The timents expressed Psalm 137 where the people
princıple of godly advısers for rulers 1 U115S5 through unable forget theır homeland and long
the (OJld Testament rıght the COHCCPt of the Nevertheless, they ATC told that they MUST
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seek for the welfare of the place where they sSet- COMMMC them and seek for theır welfare.
tled It 15 the C1ty of theır enem1es, and that they belıeve that probably aVe take thıs
might Want SCC 15 ItSs estruction and downfall, Invers1ıon of the s1ıtuatiıon envisaged DYy Jeremuah

that they Caln CSCADC and be free. In fact that and consıder what It for us lıve wıth
15 exactly what they PFraYy for fearsome people whe ATC ımmıgrants into OUTr OW ]

Psalm 137 wıth Its intense longıng for reVENSC. But OQur understandıng ofdıivıne d LE that
that 15 NOLT going happen. What they MUST do 15 ÜE surely tollow OUr VeSs surely ımplıes
seek the welfare of theır LICW home, because theır nothıng less.

But, of COUTSC, there 15 manıfestly thırdOW welfare depends upbON ıt
lhıs 15 surely dırection the exvıles play exXxtensiOonN of the ECXE, hıch 15 that ont eed

posıtıve role 1n the place and soclety where they be exvıles 1in fore1ign land 4r these words
settled. IThe precıise WaY hıch ıt :ould be addressed They apply Just 45 strongly

worked OUT ould depend the specıfic CIrCum- lıving what MaYy call lanıd,
Tances aM they call us seek the welfare of OUr ftellow-

Ihe asTtT maJorıty of 7 thıs OCcasıon ATC CIt1zens. Here the princıple of people workıng
people who lıve OUTL OW) countrı1es, COU for the good of the place where they lıyve an the
trıes where aVE voluntarıly chosen lıve AaN! people who surround them 15 clearly envısaged.
where ATC welcome. It IN Y, therefore, SCCI1 less thıs MUST surely be PUut in the wıder

CONTEXT, that seek the go0od of Europe 4S WNOLEapplıcable us than the orıgınal audıence. But
and ındeed of the orld hole Ihe bounda-it that there 15 MOTC than OLIC applıca-

t10N extens1o0n that should pıck res between countrıes AN! SZTOUDS of countrıes ATC

Ihere AdIC lot of people the world today arbıtrary.
who ave ecn moved from theır Still TMOTC wiıdely IMaYy appIy the princıple

where-ever ATC. (n the OIlC hand, the Jewsanother, NOT because of dıyvıne Jjudgment upDON them
personally but because they aAUe en ftorced OUT WEeTIC being told ACt 1ın thıs WaAY because It W d

of theır PreviOuUs Ome through Oppressive SOVCIN- God wh. had placed them Babylon; they WEEIC

> rel1g10Us OT racıal persecution and the lıke under hıs Judgment, and he had SENT them INtOo exvıle
Ihey dIC NOLT captıves but refugees. (V. Z and therefore they WEIC aCCCpTt theır S1IFU-

Is It permiss1ıble for somebody reCeIVINS atıon 45 being under hıs wıll Ihe New Testament
Sa y such people: VOU D AL COMNIC equıivalent of thıs 15 doubtless Romans hıch

OUT> and ATIC glad welcome VYOU, but 15 that God Cal work 1n CVCLY sıtuatıon for OUTr ultı-
MaY ask that when YOU COMIC us YOU wıll MmMatTte g0o0Od, and therefore dIC accept what
seek the welfare of thıs country hıch 15 NO for happens u 4S Sıtuatıon wıth posıtıve nN-

t1al (In the other hand, there W as 1n thıs CdSCc alsohowever long, YOUT home*” We ask YOU lıve AN!
work for the good of the soclety ofhıch yYOU AIC temporal MIt set thıs S1ıtuation. Ihere W d

1O Is such desıre somethıng that such dıyvıne promıse take the people of Israel back
PCO le bring wıth them?” Is IT somethıng that theır OW land, an God promised provıde for
should of them? If we ATC members of the theır welfare. Ihıs mıght SCCI1I Suggest that CVECHN

SOVEINMECNL, 15 thıs kınd of condıtion that sıtuatıon 15 LCMPOTFAY, cshould nevertheless
should be expecting be fulfilled should CVCIN make fruutful UusSsCcC of ıt, AN! NOT conclude that It 15
be OSINg? You ATC VCLY welcome yOUu A PIC- NOT worth domg anythıng because 1T 15 short-lıyved.
pared be loyal aN! cooperatıve members of thıs Sometime Chrıstian belıevers who NOW that
PCO le A1IC in thıs WOT. for short time compared wıth

There 1S, of COUISC, alongsıde thıs another the everlastıng ASCS ofeternity the world COMIC

extrapolatıon: 1t 15 obvıously that the reCe1IV- somehow ASSUMIC that thıs frees us of respons1bil-
ıng should be welcomıng and that Ity work for the welfare of thıs world How far

should also be SCEC. the welfare of those who should SC thıs world A Vanıty aır through
COMNNC Into OUTL For dIC hardly 1n pos1- whiıch MUS seek A quickly A possıble
t10Nn SaVy the iIncComers: Seek the welfare of reach the Delectable Country the other sıde and
yOUL LLICW COUNLLY, unless AL prepared rsft of a2VO1d being sıde-tracked aM seduced, and how

seek theır welfare. But Call Christian love IN1CAaAall far AL recognıse that God has SOINC posıtıve
anythıng less? Clearly, CANNOLT make demands PUrDOSC the Varıo0us STagCS of pılgrımage through
the iIncomers ATC NOT rst prepared wel- which V pass?
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GrTe 15 further poıint of dıfferent that people, aAN! SCC it happenıng the world
arıses when consıder the audıence whom around us, 1n places where people aATC NOT being
these words AUK addressed, and it ralses questions integrated 1ınto soCcIetY. Is that how ourselves-

behave 4A5 congregation? We MaYy SaYy that OUrthat there 15 sımply NOT time Dr dıscuss tully.
Here, 4S elsewhere these studıes, facıng church bulldıng 15 OPCD whi wan COMLC

the question whether take the behavıoural In, but in practice do nothing welcome and
teachıng of Jesus and of the bıblıcal wriıters hıch (people
W as frequently g1ven iındıvıduals and COI- Seekıng advantage AT the COST of other

people. Thıs 15 PUIC selfishness. But it might becerned wıth theır personal, private conduct and
ask whether ATIC requıred apply it them worth askıng what of act1ons ould fall 1Into

regard what they do d members of sOoClety thıs CateSOTY. Somewhat less reprehensible 15
and further MUST ask whether it apphıes what Seekıng thegood of my gr0uD AN! NOT that
soclet1es do iındıyvıduals and ONC another. of the communıty 45 whole OQur CORHGELMN 15 for
What O€es IT ME ftor Greece relatıonshıp tellow-Rurıitanıans lıvıng 1n Toughistan and NOLT

Turkey? What O€s It I111Call for ONNC multi-national for the Toughans anybody else. that
COMDANY relatıon another and also relatıon sometımes people really followıng lıne when

the countrıes in hıch iIt works”? what O€es they profess be followıng lıne Ihe dıfference
It NCAH for the arnı of OILlIC COUNTELY relatıon between 4N the first lıne 15 that Sr IMaYy

be actıvely pursumng OW: interests the dıs-the arIn of another the tiıme ofwar”
believe that there 15 sufhicıent Justiıficatıon the advantage of ther people. One argument agalnst

Bıble for makıng thıs of publıc applıcatıon. go1Ing wıth Iraq W as that, however wicked
Ihere 15 much ITMOTC in the Old Testament than in Saddam usse1ın miıght be INanYy of hıs OW)

the New lestament thıs r CSPCCt S therefore, people, such 45 the Kurds, he W d probably MOTC
tolerant ofChrıstianıty than ould be the Casc ıfheunless K theologiıcal Marcıonıites shall PaYy

PrODCI attention ıt DPaul g1Vves instructi1ons WEIC expelled AN! replaced Dy Islamıc SOVECIN-
people 1n households regardıng theır relatıonshı1ps. MENT ent impos1ing its OW ] laws everybody.
He people in theır roles and functions and Was such ar gurnent justiıLable?
BAVC them exhortatıon how they WE behave Going tfurther negatıve dırection,

mıgh C VE seekh the evıl of the Toughans becauseprecisely these S1tuations. Instructions AL gıven
regardıng the people’s attıtudes rulers aN! they thıs SCeENAr10 dIC the conquering natıon. But
lıttle, admıttedly NOT VCLY much, 15 sa1d about the of evangelısm, it 15 surely obvı-
duties of the latter. Ihere 15 Judgment Revelatıon OUuS that A oblıgatıon take the gospel

godless socıetlies. Jesus attacked the scr1bes and people AN! NOT Just OUr frıends, anı It 15
dıfAcult take the gospel people hıle tryıngPharısees AS body an theır attıtudes,

AaN! he had words Sa y Pılate d John take advantage of them AF the SdI1L1IC tıme.
the Baptist told three STOUDS of workers how ()ver agalnst these possıbilıtıes 15 positıvely
behave 1n theır work. Jesus spoke about dıvorce eekıng the welfare of the communıty whıch
law, about the tıthıng laws, about the abbath law. belon

Now thıs could be Oone from the selfish desıreIhe LLIOIC question 15 whether Can take
the teachıng that aDPDPCALS be dırected LLIOIC promote the prosperıity of theır LICW Ome insofar
iındıyıduals AS ındıvıduals and apply It socleties, A thıs wıll be of increasıng theır OW) DPrOS-
governmen AaN! Organısat1ons. such perity? Admıuıttedly Jeremıuah spoke the Jewiısh
organısat1ons there 15 also the Christiana Captıves thıs WAaY. YOUL welfare depends the
tıon hıch belong 1n the LTOWN where lıve welfare of Babylon, seek the welfare of Baby-
AN! Its relatiıonshıp the people who lıve work lon So good INAaYy be one from mıxed ımperfect
turther OWN the SAamıc StTreet How O€es It apply mMotıives. But the harsh world of polıtical realıty

us” It INaYy be that avo1d thıs element of self-
One WaYy ahead 15 consıder the Varı0us alter- interest and Lurn It the advantage of the socıetY.

natıves what ATC told ere ese iınclude: Clearly It 15 better there 15 genumne CEMIGETIN tor
Domng nothıing. 4SSUMIC that ısland the people around about tor theır 4A5 well

AN! Call lıve wıthout al y attention the people AS S

around. Ihere ( 2A13 be ghetto mentalıty 1n whıich Recently OW) congregation maJor
DUut barrıers between ourselves and the Ocal refurbishment of Its bulldıng make 1t TMOTC
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attractıve AN! comtfortable and Hexıble for CONtTEM- taught school, and what rıghts aVve CXPCCt
5yeeds It hasn’t thought OurTt VC clearly Just Christian Muslım humanıst educatıon”
what it 15 gOoINS do wıth ıt, but maybe VYOU Caln What do do lıving Uganda fear of
only CO  te OILICc Aat time. We famıly being carrıed AaWaY by the Lord’s Resıist-
thought of lookıng for financıal help from the AL Army: Ihese questi1ons arıse and be
Natıonal otterY, but 1SCOVer that YOUu Cal avoıded. Yet they be regarded 45 makıng
SEL SOINC refund of from companıes engaged Jeremiuah’s princıple false unacceptable.
andfıl! projJects, an applıed and SOL usefüul Nor Call SCC that they make us reject the princı-

ple that work together d fellow-Jews tellow-grant At thıs pomt VOU 1scCover that there ARC

Chrıiıstians fellow-Muslıms tor the benefit ofstrıngs attached: aAM the question W as what COIMN-

trıbution 111 YOUTL rebulldıng make communıty soclety 4S whole aAM that seek integrate
development: devıse and show us VOUTF communıty far A Caln and do what 15 for the of the
development plan, how the church buldıng aM people an the and whole

Want New Testament DaSsSsagıcthe congregatiıon contrıbute the lıfe of the
communıty round about Maybe havıng do wıth thıs ONC, MaYy find it Peter Ihe
thıs 15 gOo1INS make us that there 15 COIMN- contribution of Goppelt the interpretation of
munıty round about Uus, BVCH viırtually nobody that letter 15 that he shows how DPeter CXPCCtS hıs
who attends the church lıves wıthın half mıle readers ınteract posıtıvely wıth the world, CVCNMN

It 15 hostile world Ihere 15 TEITG AT from ıtTMOIC of it But pomt 15 that ere d Chriıs-
t1an ATC being made ask what Can Conduct yourselves honourably the Gen-
contrıibute the ıfe of the COMMUNITY; anı 45 tıles, that they MaYy SCC yYOUTF honourable deeds
long-time of what sed call the AN! glorıfy God when he Judge ( Pet
socıal gospel that ıberal dıversıon from the real 22 W ıves ATC lıve 1ın such WdYy that 1L1O11-

busıness of evangelısm aV COMIC SCC that beheving husbands INaYy be WO  - VEOT. Keep YOUL
Can and MUST USc CVCLIY channel demonstrate conscıience clear, that those who malıgn yOU for

the love and Justice of God and for Its OW) sake, 4A5 YOUTL good conduct 1n hrıs be PUut shame. Do
well 4A5 because it establıshes pomnt of CONTaACT for NOT cCOomMmMıLıt crımes that Drıng, the LL of Chrıst
evangelısm, MUST seek the welfare of the COIMN- iınto dısrepute. But thıs attıtude 15 NOT peculıar
munıty round about realıse that Call be Peter. But alongside thıs, there 15 recognıtion
busy wıth the affaırs of the church (and of the realıty of sufferıng the world Ihıs sıde
4A5 anybody else) that aVve time for COM} CEMECISZCS LTMNOTC prominently Revelatıon, hıch
nal ınvolvement. that 15 practical problem has much Sd V about how OILIC holds faıth
hıch Oont aV the AaNSWET. Sıtuatıon of intense suffering, and Goppelt

'Ihe pıcture presented ere Jeremuah 15 OIIC of rightly reCOgNISES that somehow both ICSPONSCS
integrated soclety 1in the that Its members the sınftul world MUSLT be held together. Somehow

work ogether for theır mutua|l welfare. In OUrTr plu- despite CVCLY dıisıncentive MUST seek the welfare
ralıstıc world, It MUST be SC 45 consıstent wıth the of the CItY, the village, the COUNLLY aN! recognıse
desıre retaın elements of NEe’Ss  S OW culture and that thıs maybe for OUT OW] but MUST be
especlally OUr religion, whıle recognısıng the nıg practised because CVCLY CIty an viıllage aMn
of everybody else the Samıc reedom. atters OUTr God

Ihe princıple 15 clear enough. Ihe executıon
of It 15 dıfferent What happens when
the rel1g10Ns ead clash 1n the WaY that people Prayer for Everybody
lıve together? What do do when relıgıon

of ıfe for instance upholds the legitimacy and Readıng: Timothy 2:1-10
desirabilıty ofhomosexual anı sımılar relatıonsh1ps Ihe letter that know 45 Hırst Timothy W das WrIt-
and the upbringing of chıildren Dy of the ten I11all who W das the of number of
Sa'mnııec SC X when OUTr beliıef 15 that the tradıtional het- churches hıch WEeEeIC SOIg through time ofFtrou-

ble AN! dıfhcul Ihe churches had eECnN toundederosexual marrıage 15 the approprıiate WdY bring
chıldren; when Islamıc STOUDS 1Ns1st that Dy Paul, but there WEeIC AT least thıngs ZOoIMNS

the CO\lI'IU'Y 4S whole should be governed under 1n them.
Moslem law because 1in Islam relıgıon an the One of them W as fpeople 1in them who
ATC inseparable? What do Want children be WEeIC putting forward teachıng that W d dıfferent
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from Paul’s They Iıked burrow the Old Testa- college chapel Cambrıidge hıch sed
Ment and they discovered INally thıngs there about attend there W as TEXT carved the wall hıch
hıch they could speculate and aArguc theır saıd, °*In the handıwork of theır craft 15 theır prayer”,
heart'’s CONTtTENT Ome of them Camıc the conclu- meanıng that the workman could regard HIS handı-
S10N that SOTIIIC foods WEeIC unclean for Chrıistians work 45 being equıvalent Praycr, offerıng

God Ihe te  A W as NOT from the Bıble knoweaTt and SOTIIC of them saı1d that marrıage W d
A well Ihe church W as anger of being sphıt It but from the Apocrypha, an venture SUS-
by these VIEWS hıch aroused lot of CONTLFOVETN: SV DEeSsL that it 15 NOT Iru: Oont ar specıfic
AN! dıscussıon, and the CONTT' OVEISVY threatened times OCCASIONS for PropCrI praycr, then ch:
become the Maın actıvıty of the church members. be in anger of NOT really PFayıng
(1 SUSPCCt that It ınvolved SOTMNIC of the who Ome people tell that they Can worshıp God
WEeTC tea  g the church AN! that thıs explaıns Dy walkıng the hılls and see1ıng hıs handıwork
why Paul had instruct them NOLT teach at all. ) creat1on rather than by comıng church; strongly

'CIhe ther thıng that W d5 cCausıng trouble W d SUSPCCt that It 1S CaASY slıp 1INtOo eNJOoyıng the hılls
that SOTITNIC of the people WEEIC VCLY well-off. You for theır S sake wıth only sıdeglance at the
could SCC thıs the WaY hıch the WI1IVes dressed CrGA{fOr anı I’m NOT SUTIC where Jesus the Holy

COINC church; they had eXpens1ve haır-dos and Spirıt fit 1INnto that alleged kınd of worshıp. Praıise
they WOTC costly jewelry; theyv Maunted theır wealth God for the beauty of the world DYy but
Dy the WaY hıch they decked themselves 01818 yOU also eed be wıth the fellowshıp ofhıs other
anı trıed make themselves o0k attractıve. So people in the congregation anı offering, praise
thıs letter W as wriıtten help the church eaders through Jesus Chriıst the Spairıt.

deal wıth the sıtuation. Chapter 15 the prelım1- So Praycr Call be the first casualty of Chrıistian
NareS, putting Tımothy WISe the s1ıtuatıon an lıfe congregational lıfe that 15 slıpping AWaV
remındın of the central facts of the Gos el from what really Maftters But there 15 another WdY
Chapter g€t$ OWN the maın agenda of what iın hıch It 15 Aat the tOP of Paull’s agenda. When he
eeds be HRE We AaTCc gOo1INg ook Ar only ONC SdyS Yirst of he doesn’t Just I11Call that thıs 15 the
of the elements 1n Paul’s solution the problem. TSE ıtem for d1iscuss10nNn; he that It 15 YTSt 1in

it VCLYy sıgnıfıcant that the YrSt that J am ımportance. hıs 15 the prımary that hrıs-
othy 15 told 15 SCC that the congregation CNPSHASCS t1ans eed be domg. It 15 NOT necessarıly the TrSt
1n Praycr. thıng order of act1on. For example, YOU ATC.

IThere 15 doubt that the rSst an perhaps confronted by sıtuatıon ofhuman eed 1ın whıch,
the maJor casualty church that 15 dıyıded OT 5Sd V, yOUu aV SOMIC people starviıng death, then
engaged COI'1tI'OVCI'SY 15 congregational Praycr. yOUL rSsft duty 15 surely provıde food for them
Debate and argument A C much TMOTC interest- aAM C ATC for them rather than Dray about them.
ıng and excıting. people who arguıng AT You should and help them rather than yOUL
generally NOT in the mMood for Praycr. husband church sService. But Paul 15 CI talkıng NOT about
aAM wıfe A quarrelling wıth OLIC another, It 15 emergencı1es, but about what should be normal
unlıkely that they wıll be able conclude the day the meeting of the congregation, AN! he 15 sayıng
Dy prayıng together, thou do ould be that ar the Cop of priorıities ftor what do
the practical of bringing theır rıft end In church stands PFraycer. IThere ATC other ımportant
But the church O€s NOLT eed be quarrelling for thıngs do d well,; aMı 1n thıs SdIiIllEe letter It 15
PLaycr SCL quıietly PUut asıde. 1If we aATC CVCIN MOd- clear that teachıng about Christian belief an PFac-
erately well-off, that ont  A, eed WOLTLY LOO tice 15 of fundamental ımportance. But d regardsmuch about where the nNneXt meal 15 comıng from, what do when ave lıstened the teach-
then Can easıly feel self-confident and OnNTt eed In the priority 15 Praycr. You INaYy do the other

pPray the Lord: f OUTr daıly bread 15 assured, rıght thıngs in church, but fPraycr 15 lackıng, then
why bother PLaY, Give usSs today OUr da1ly bread” somethıng has SONC drastically
We all of us find other thıngs that drıve Praycr Into

COLTIICT of OUr lıves they ONT  A drıve It OUT alto- The Importance of Prayer
gether. It 15 VCLY CaS y become LOO DUusYy PraYy, Why 15 Prayver ımportant? What 15 the LTCAaSOoN
and C aVvO1d the challenge by sayıng that ftor 1t? DPaul develops elated L[TCAasSONS Ore in
of COUTSC ATC really prayıng all the time: then thıs PaASSAYC., He Dy sayıng that should
VCLY ften thıs 15 WaY of avoldıng Praver. PDraYy for everybody, an then he partıcularıses anı
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speaks about kıngs AN! those in authoriIty. thıs happens in Man countrıes. But the
Ihe YTSt thıng that they ATC do 15 PTraYy for also know that OUTr government has treated SOILIC

everybody, that 15 SaVY for al Yy and people, STOUDS the CommunıtYy, 1ıke YT1S Roman atho-
because God WAaNnTts people COMIC know the l1Cs, second-class cıtızens.
truth and be saved. Iherefore thıs PASSASC Christians ATC told

Paul frequently ENCOUFASCS h1s readers PFaYy pray for rulers and OVEINMENEIS that they MaYy
for the mi1ıssıon which he 15 engaged wıth hıs lıve peaceful and quiet VeS the practice of theır
colleagues. Ihe Praycri 15 tor the MissiONArIES anı elıgıon They ATC PraYy that governments MaYy
that the Word of God MaYy aAM PTrOSpCT. DPaul rule wıth Justice, that people AaTIc treated faırly
AN! the New Testament generally there 15 NOT an theır rıghts ATC respected, that they INaYy aVE
lot of reference Praycr for the people whom authorıty CLIISUTE that lawlessness 15 '„
the gospel 15 ecte but thıs PasSsasc 15 clearly that they IA Y aVe wısdom find workable solu-
OIIC such, and iıt reCE1VES powerful backıng from t10NS theır problems, aM that they INa Yy ME
Romans wıth Paul’s Praycr for hıs tellow-Jews Compassıon for those who aAaTC needy. But above
that they INaYy be saved. the church 15 supposed the STrESS ere 15 the eed provıde free-

be actıve wıtness aM evangelısm, AS NOW dom aAN! securıty for people 4A5 they lıve theır daıly
that It 1S, then It MUST also be actıve PraycrI for Ves
the world aN! for ıts ultımate welfare both spirıtual TIhe Praycr for rulers 15 NOT specıifically for the
and mater1al. rulers themselves be converted, although ıt 15

Second, there 15 the PraycI for rulers. We ave unavoıdable inference from the reESt of the PaSsagc
SCC1H how the theme 15 already there the OL that they AI iınclude thıs kınd of Praycr. Rather
wıth the specıfic example of Samuel whe promıises the Praycr 15 for sıtuatiıon in whiıch believers INaYy

Iıve peacable lıfe whıch they Caln practise godlı-PFray for the people when he 15 retired from hıs
office theır leader (a Judge an Saul takes hıs C555 and dıgnity, L: Chrıstian ıfe 1n CVCIY
place. 1 .ıkewise the Jews prayed for rulers, although 4S 1It 15 understood 1n thıs letter. the CONTEXT IT 15
they refused worshıp them ere 15 VC clear reasonable A4SSUMN1IC that thıs condıtions in
distinction between prayıng rulers and worsh1p- hıch the Chrıistian wIıtness IMNay ahead

Ihıs command the church 15 based thepPıng them and prayıng God for them Ihe dıf-
ficul; 15 when the ruler demands the tormer and 15 known fact of 0d’s an love. He ZAaVC hıs
NOT CONTENT wıth the latter. But thıs O€s NOT invalı- Son Jesus Christ be mediator between hımself
ate the basıc princıple hıch 15 that dIC called and the sinful WOT. bring, about reconcılıa-

Dray for rulers. t10N between God and uman beings, delıver
Ihe practical necessity for thıs 15 paınfully Obvı- people from theır S1INS hat 15 what the gospel 15

OU:  S Durıiıng the past few there has eCcn TMOIC about, and the church has gospel sımply aAM only
than ONC dreadful SCOFY about people wh\ ANE VIS- because It has God who 15 Savıour an longs
ıted other countrıes where they aVve een captured deliver people from the 111055 1Nnto hıch they
Dy awless people an held 4S hostages; SOMMIC aVe CL themselves. Thıs, then, 15 PFraycr that

the STOLY has ended happıly, but in others people should COMIC Car the Chrıstian rnessage
there has eecn grım tragedy 4S the hostages aVe an be gıven the OPPOI'UIIIHIY respond It.
een z  ed AN! maltreated. Ihese thıngs aVC hap- The specıfic pomt made ere 15 that .Od’s desıre
pened primarıly because the OVErNMECNTS of the 15 tor all people be able COIINNC know the
countrıes question aVC een unable deal wıth truth aN! be saved. 'Ihe partıcular slant ere
the actıvıtiıes of these awless STOUDS for varıety of INaYy be that Gentiles the object of
1C4SONS into whıch eed NOT e  ‘5 but SOME- alongs1ide Jews, partıcularly there WeIC STOUDS 1n
times includıng the fact that SOMIC of these ZOV- the Church wıth restrictıve polıcıes regardıng the
EerNMENTS INaYy NOT aVve treated theır peoples Justly 8 evangelısm, but 1n ALLY Casc ıt
AaN! they aVEC rebelled A theır only WAY of getting that the gospel 15 intended people in
redress for theır WTON5SS. Ihe result 15 that ordınary places. It 15 based the tact that God has provıded
people unable lıye in securıty aN! only OILIC Mediator, an therefore the WdY of salva-

(One particular 35P6Ct of thıs problem INaYy be tıon MUST be the Sarı for people. It 15 cruclally
when Chrıstian people people of other relıg10Ns ımportant that Jesus 15 the only Savıour for Jews AS
ATiIC diseriımınated agalnst actıvely attacked Pr1- well 4S tor Gentiles.

So there 15 twofold basıs for the command thatmarıly Decause of theır rel1g10N, an know that
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AVE TE God people be saved sımılar thıngs polıtıcs AN! socı1al concerns”
aM he them be able lıyve godly VeESs the natural EXDVESSION of our faıth
Therefore 1T 15 rıght and PrOpPCI Pray both for Prayer 15 lıke MOST of the words that uUusc talk-
people be saved an for them aVe the polıt1- about God We take ordınary uman relatıon-
cal aAM socıal condıtions whıch they lıve the sh1ps and qualıities and ACLIONS an uUusSsc them
Christıian lıfe Pray for everybody that they MaYy be talk about God, rCCOQNISINS that they aTCc inade-
saved Pray tor rulers and OVErINMENLKIS and an that they AT est ftor what lıes
authorıty that they INaYy establısh SOCICtY which beyond words So talk about 4S ather
people Call lıye anı peaceful VeES Pray for CVCII OmMeLLMES 4S being lıke mother the

est know about human parents aN| childrensalvatıon and
explaın intelligıble WaY how aTrc related

But why Prayer needed? God Or take the ıdea of forg1veness and under-
We appr' CECLaALE the eed tor these thıngs stand how God ACTS towards people who ave dıiso-

happen salvatıon and We also SCC beyed hıs commands aAM {TGA{tS them wıth love an
that Christians AT called work bring them pardon
about whole of WdY> But then what Now Praycr 15 lıke the human aCL1VICYy of askıng
has pPraycr ZOL do wıth ıt? Why 15n IT enough somebody for somethıng and CXPICSSINS thanks for

SCL wıth the Jobs of preaching the gospel and It’s NOLT the sSo ofrelatıonshıp yOU ave wıth the
workıng posıtıvely the communıty” Whyv do shopkeeper busıness but 1T Aarıscs when
eed pPray addıtion? why 15 PraycrL Put AT YOU dATiTC dealıng wıth PCISON\NS d PCISONS 45 famıly
the head of the church’s agenda? relatıonshıps Ihe parents ask the chıl What do

Hırst of there 15 the pr agmat1c aNnsSsWCeLr that YOU Want for Chrıistmas? and the chıl responds
Z$ offectıve When the dıfferent WAaVS hıch wıth r equest Ihe r equest INaYy be OLlIC that Cd1il

people Dray S lısted ere thıs pPasSsSagc the be MeTt wıthout dıfficulty, OT IT INa Yy be something
that CANNOT be one (1 1T INaYy be r equest that 15lıst includes PFrayCIs 1iNTercCesSsSiOnN an

thanksgıving. Prayer 1511SE Just askıng for thıngs ına propr1ate and therefore shouldn’t be answered
happen for ourselves aM other people; 1L 15 also straıghtforwardly. But the r equest 15 made wiıthın
In thanks for what LEGEIVE ea15 CXPICSSINS CONTEXT of love aN the askıng an the S1VINS AT
gratitude for that S eecn answered. the thankın dIC part of that relatiıonshıp an
Ihere 15 danger that thın of the typıcal Oong help strengthen the bond between the an
Prayci church 45 nothıng MOTC than shop- the I'CCIPICIIt Of COUTISC that 15 the ıdeal the real-
PINS lıst hıch ask God for thıs that and the INay be dıfferent and MaYy aNe entreat
ther Maybe should turn 1T 1NTO an yYOU the FJArAZC mechanıc aVC the Cal serviced Dy
lıst hıch remember how OUTLr PFrayCcIs au the school| teacher NOT us 4S

en swered. People who Pray find that thıngs deserve for OUT stup1dıty, and the PCISON whom
happen because of theır PLaycCcIS. So OUTr t1imes of ask INAY be ruled by conflıcting OTtL1VeEs But
thanksgıving DIVC us the evidence that PraycCcISs of Call SCC what the deal 15 ask OUT famıly

and ı effectiıve. and OVE!\ 11C5 and riends CVEn though they INaYy
Second, Drayer releases spirıtnal POWENS the already know what WAantTt and CVCII though

world ere thıngs that happen that do NOT know that they INay NOT be able supply what
CXPCCt that CAaNNOT ACCOUNT for thıngs that eed and CVENn though they INaYy know better than
take uUusSs DYy CVCN when aM een DraYy- do what 15 g0o0d for I8

INnS about them IThere be accountable Can take that aM apply IT ourselves
L1CAasSOlIl for SOTMNIC of the thıngs that happen hat 15 an God? It 15 then tellıng us that (1

because th: of thıngs purely uman God wıth OUTr because he 15 an
But OC€es NOT God aVC the ACT the lovıng and esponds Praycr Mt a1lsoO that
lıves of people AN! change them AN! make them OIC 1CAaSONN why don always SeL what eed
behave WdYy>S of hıs cho1ce” We Ppray for people 15 because don ask Certamnly, thıs 15 the WdY

be healed, and people INaYy be healed WdYyS which Jesus understood Praycr 4S the CXPICSS1ON of
that ınclude but also that hıe beyond the capabılı- OUTr relatıonshıp God 4S hıs chıldren what
LIES of medical pract1ce aN! the word miıracle 15 15 happenıng thıs PasSSagc 15 that @E

NOT unknown CVCI) people who AT NOT Par- tremendous 4SSUTAaIlICEe that SAaVC

arly rel1g10U0s Can belıeve that God Caln do people everywhere an therefore Ar makıng
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request that 15 fully lıne wıth what know of C114 consıstıng of the remaınıng trıbes, became
hıs love an known AS Israel Samarıa, and that 15 why

AVE these alternatıve for the COUNTTY.Iwo Unanswerable Questions Ihe people aTrCc the Jews, the and 15 Israel. On the
IThere ATC questions that Ihe whole, the southern part WAas ITMNOTC loyal theır
first 15 why God needs DVAN 1n order for hıs wısh ancestral God, aAM the northern Part W as INOTC
for the world be fulfilled God SAaVC incliıned follow foreign gods and FEn the COIMN-

people, why doesn’t he Der wıth 1t wıthout being mandments of the Iru God But neıiıther part of the
dependent OUrTr prayers? TIhe other question 15 COUNELY could be sa1d be free ftrom guiut
how 1t 15 that Call DraYy God for ZOoVErN: NMECNLTS Ihey had tumultuous NIStOrY, ften attacked

behave Justly an yer they do:  DE, and how ıt 15 Dy theır ne1ghbours and ther foreign powers,and
that Can DraYy God for people be saved, an they also fought ONC another. Ihe wriıters of the
yet they ont respond the gospel. hıstory 1n the RBıble SA W the hand of God in what

Ont know the ANSWeET these quest10ons, an happened them They belıeved that when the
that all Call Sa y 1n them 15 that Israelites the udaeans suffered äl the hands of

TE COUT relatiıonshıp God 15 ONC of faıth aN! theır enemı1es thıs W d4s Judgment upON them DYy
LIrUuSst where understand. Hıs WaVS AIC punıshment for theır S1NS anı warnıng
beyond understandıng and ATIC called them Lturn back God lest thıngs became CVCIMNN
LIrust hat after 15 of what faıth 15 It
15 the willingness belıeve that God 15 good a! So the STOFYV thıs chapter tells how the hıttle
kınd despite the thıngs that in the world, southern kıngdom under DCW kıng called Ahaz
because belıeve that Jesus, dyıng the turned AWAY from God aM followed ıdols and CVCMN
and NSINS ftrom the dead. 15 the eviıdence of the love practised uman sacrıfiıce. result God let them

suffer AT the hands of theır enemıes. TIhese ıncludedand the of God Thıs 15 hopeful Praycr that
15 go1ing be answered posıtıvely Dy God the kıng of Aram wh' ınflıcted heavy defeat

dare belıeve ıke that: then &4 also them, and also the kıng of the northern kıngdom
are DPray AaN! MUS  — PraY. thıs dırec- of Israel, Pekah, who also fought agalnst them and
t10N make congregational prayer priority them huge number of people WL

AS powerful challenge us Prayer MUST a  ed battle, an make Marftters C11OT-
be central all OUT efforts STOW and 4A5 ILLOUS number of prisoners WEIC taken, mostly It

Chrıistian congregatıon. May God enable us ould SCCIN the amılıes of the INCN who WEeIC slaın
the temptations NOT DIaYy and us the ALIT1LV, theır WIVes, SONS and daughters. Ihe

fate of prisoners of WAar in the ancıent world Waswıth the desıre be people who delıght speak
hım in Praycer. typıcally be made 1INtTO sIaves of the COMNYUCIOL,

cheap labour. Along wıth the prisoners the north-
CII ALIN carrıed off the valuable thıngs that theyrophetic Action could find that had belonged theır enemıles. It
W as devastatıng blow agalnst small kıngdom.Readıng: hronicles 1-15 So far the SCOFY 15 1ıke IManıy ther stor1es of WAar

'Ihe background OUTr readıng 15 doubtless famıl- in the ancıent world, AN! what happened W d typ1-1ar of us. Ihe and that tend call Pales- cal of IAaLLYy such incıdents. But then the SCOFY takes
tiıne Israel Was conquered DY the Jewısh people, surprısıng turn Although the northern kıngdomtwelve trıbes of them after the 1nvasıon led DYy \ often 1ıdolatrous and rebellious agalnst he
Joshua; the invaders eventually became OILlIC natıon st1l1 spoke It through hıs prophets, and 1L10
and WEeTIC ruled by three kıngs 1n SUCCESSION, Yst INan called ded WEenTtT OUT MGE: the ALIN when
Saul, then Davıd an finally Solomon. after Solo- IT CaIinc back wıth the Captıves. He had words
IOM there W ds ındependence dırected Sa y them He commented how they had
agalnst hıs SUCCESSOT who W as called Rehoboam, HNed the INCN in the ALILLY and taken Captıves anı
AN! the Jarger part of the country in the orth plunder, and he saıd them, In the alnlc of
seceded aAM appomnte Its < kıng called Jero- command YOU send the prisoners back OmMme and
boam TIThe loyal, southern part around Jerusalem, set them free. Imagıne, ıf you Call, rel1g10Us leader
became known AN) Judah, because It consısted of the in America ZOoINS the Whıte House OIIC 1n
trıbes ofJudah and Benjamın; the rebellıous north- the gomg Downiung Street an Sayıng the
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President T1ME Mınıister: SECT Saddam Husseın OUuS arguments 1n hıs appeal hıs audıence.
[ree: and ıimagıne YOU Call, the leader of the COU1- Ihe rSt W as thıs when people WAal, IT

agreeing do It doesn’t sound VCLY lıkely, 15 VCLY CaS Y for them be carrıed AWAN by ıt and
but that 15 what happened thıs STOTY. Ihe ead- NOT bnow when You ave slaughtered YOUL
CI the northern kıngdom saıd the VICtOr10US enem1€es ragl that reaches heaven, he saıd.
ar comıng back from the WalTr You Can t  2 bring avıng, iınflıcted defeat the> the Victor1-
those prisoners hete: take them back where they OUS sıde NOT know when St0p and proceeded
belong. the aLIN dıd They took the captıve maltreat the defeated. We aVe SCCH thıs happen
IL1CIN an aN! the property and they SENT OUT OW)! day, in the StOr1eSs thatar be relı-
them back Judah Well, they actually LLIOTC able about er10uUs abuse of Iragıs Dy SOMIC of the
than that. Ome of them had lost aDı V decent cloth- allıance soldıers, CVENn NOT the StOr1es AICcC S

ıng they had: they FJaAVC them fresh clothıng OUT It 15 of evıl human ature ded recognısed
of the plunder. They WCCIC Starviıng, because of the thıs, AN! he acted call halt and
torced march northwards AS prısoners, they ZAaVC cruelty that WEenTtT far beyond what W as reasonable.
them SOII1IC food and There WEeETC those who Next, ded told hıs audıence that God had
had een iınjJured the ghtıng, and there WEeTIC allowed the udeans be defeated 4A5 punıshment
older people who WEEIC utterly exhausted Dy theır for theır SIN an E But the Israelıtes themselves
experlences. So they provided healıng and WEEIC also ofSIN agalnst an ındeed they
medicıne tor them, AN! they Pllt those who WEIC WEEIC generally than the udeans ere W as

weak donkeys AaN! brought them safely back the iımplıed threat that bad thıngs could happen
erıcho hıch W a the border, and then they them also f they aroused the wrath of God Dy
returned OoOme the WaY 1n hıch they behaved. God would judge

So far the STOTY. It W as grım world hıch them also.
they lıved, but not, fancy, anı y grimmer than the what W as theır S$1N? It ould SCCIN that
WOT. 1n hıch lıve wıth Its appallıng cruelty there WCIC related things. On the OLC hand,

wartfare and terrorısm. Let draw OUTt the key CVCI though there had een sphıt the kıngdom
poıints that arıse It ofavıd an Solomon that there WCIC 110

Fırst, SCC ere the fact that rel1g10Us people ındependent kıngdoms, nevertheless the people in
WCCIC prepared stand the NN of God and the south WCEIC tellow-Israelites wıth the people 1n
confron the polıtıclans aN! the generals. They COIN- the north So what W as happenıng ere W d other
eMNE: the thıngs that they WEeTC domg fıghting agarnst othenr, SISTErS sufferiıng, AT the hands
and they commanded them do what W as rıght. of sısters. In the understandıng of the tıme, It INaYy

could aVC chosen OLLC of number of Old AaVE en rıght attack foreign peoples, but
Tlestament incıdents that ould aVve ıllustrated the do yOUTr OW kıth and kın W as iınexcusable,
SaMıc poıint. ded W as Just @)als example of long and ded turned them an castıgated them.
lıne of prophets who heard the call ofGod stand We ould eed ask whether Can draw the

for what Was rıght, people Iıke Samuel, Nathan, NeEes AT thıs poımnt. Ihe teachıng of Jesus extends
Elyah an Elısha, Isa1ah 3N Jeremuah and Ezekıel. love enemı1es AS well dSs neıghbours. On the

other hand, the enslavement of the cıyılıans aN!AÄAmaos anı Miıcah, anı Many others, whi SpOKeC OULT
4a5 0d’s ambassadors. the plunder of theır property W as ınhumanıt)y,

Sometimes they risked theır VeES do S tiıme although 1It W as COIMMNMON enough ancıent
aN! agaln theır words tell deaf CAaIs, and SOMMIC We ave ere the begınnın of the recognıtion
of them paıd for theır COUTASZC wıth theır Ves But that there A, lımıts what 15 acceptable in W l.

thıs partıcular story AN there AICc others also, Clearly thıs apphıes partıcularly ıf we N OLE torced Into
the remarkable 15 that theır words SOMNLE W ar by aggression from outsıde, and MUST defend
effect. Nothıing could ndo the death of the INCMN ourselves 1n WaYS that ATC acceptable, at least rela-
1n the Judaean ALIN1LV, but It W as possıble StOp tıvely speakın
the actıon og alıy further. Ihe VCLY TSt pomnt IThe ftourth ould ave UusSs oTtfe from the

thıs StOI'Y 15 that actıon Dy rel1g10Us people Call STOTY 15 that when the Israelıites took thıs heart,
iınfiuence the polıtıcans an CVCIl the generals CT they proceeded make ftor theır ınhumanıty by
dıfferently, anı should NOT underestimate what showıng Compassıon the prisoners. They dıdn’t
Can be one sımply Set them free and let them find theır OW

Hoıow they achıeve theır effect? ded sed Varı- WaY back home; they cared for them theır
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eed aM provıded for theır We aV ere moralıty, NOT Just wıth how related soclety 4A5

STOFY of remarkable COoMpasSıON , perhaps beyond prıvate ındıvıduals, but how behave members
what ould It 15 StOI'Y wıth what ofsoclety 1n the dıfferent roles aAN! OCCUpat1ons an!
miıght call appY endıing, although ıt could pos1it10ns that aV 'Ihe specıal ırcumstances

of the mM1ssıoN of Jesus NOT CXCLISE for usbe completely happy after the Man deaths that
had taken place the WATFL. thı that the gospel has nothıng do wıth publıc

NO ask what it has Sa v lıfe that 45 Chrıistians dIC NOLT called address
Thıs STOFY 15 concerned wıth how people ATC people theır officıal posıt1ons Zovernm AN!
behave 1n theır dealıngs wıth OC another. We busıness.

So what ATC the practical thıngs that Chrıstiansomet1ımes that the Chrıiıstian relıgıon 15
entirely concerned wıth what belıeve, and followers of Jesus MUST do? Startıng from there It 15
devote lot of OUrTr time 1n church learnıng about VerY clear that they ATC Justice anı Compassıon.
what ATC belıeve. But thıs SCOFY 15 about how Fırst, Justice. It 15 unfortunate that WAarTrs aVEe

A lıve, OUTr relatıonshı1ıps wıth ther people, be fought, ften DYy people who A Kr forced do
the treatment of OUr enemı1es. because of invaders an terrorIısts. Such

lot of the teachıng gıven Dy Jesus W d> about WAarTrs MUST be fought 1n Just possible.
precisely thıs He W as tellıng people hOow they AIiICc War 15 evil, but there CT} be rules that make It

lıve the famıly of God 1n the kıngdom of less IThere AdTiIC princıples lıke NOT attackıng L1O11-

God what he had tell them Was VCLY much combatants, NOT destroyıng thıngs for the sake of
the SaIııc 45 what the prophets sa1d the Old Tles- destruction, NOT ınflıctıng wounds that beyond
FAHACII. Oomıtted tell VOU Carlıer. but maybe yOU what 15 Just, respecting the 1mıts of CYC tor
piıcked the point for yourself, that the capıtal CYVC and NOT seekıng MONSTIFrOUS reVEeNSC. Ihere 15
Clty of the northern Zdom W as place called long Chrıstian tradıtıon of what 15 called Just WarL

Samarıa, and the vVCLY last word the STtOFY W d theory, that lays OWN guldelınes for whether ONC

about the arInı Z01INZ back from erıcho Samarıa. should W dl, an ONC does, how that WarL

Ihese WCIC the people who WCCIC the aANCESTOTFrS of should be conducted. that the CONCCPL
the Samarıtans the tiıme of Jesus. When Jesus has CCn Cr7©tICISEd. and NOT only Dy pacıfısts, but
W as asked by Jewısh teacher how people WEeETC ould still claım that SOIIIC ıtal poıints remaın

lıve, Jesus told STOFY about INa who WAaS valıl
attacked Dy terrorısts the road from Jerusalem 'Ihe second element 15 COMpPASSION ; thıs 15 the

Jericho, and Was helped, NOT DYy felow-Jews, but added factor that bring 1iNnto OUTr e  SS CVCI)

Dy IMNan ftrom Samarıa who healed hıs wounds, wıth enemı1es. Ihe teachıng of Jesus has taken uSs

PUut hım hıs donkey, aAM took hım the COIMN1- beyond of SOTI1I1IC people A OUTr brothers
paratıve com(fort of 1inn in Jericho. Ihe echoes an sisters an others OUTr enemıi1es, for Jesus ATl
Jesus’ parable of thıs STOFY aATKT Just TOO SLITONS be hıs followers ave shown that of humanıty
accıdental. Jesus knew thıs STOFY an told hıs z ATC people for whom Chrıiıst dıed and potentially
STOTY that makes much the SaJILlE poınt. brothers and sısters. We AICc of Moslems

Ihe SCOTY told Dy Jesus W as OLIC about personal an Hındus 45 brothers and sısters, ECVCIMN they
conduct, how the Jawyer who spoke wıth Jesus faıl recıprocate. ATC love C(UT ne1gh-
W as other people. Much of the teachıng of bours and OUuTr enemı1es, aN! cshow COompassı1on.
Jesus 15 given 1n thıs kınd of way. mıght be belıeve that MUST be Iru: NOT Just of OUT indıvıd-
tempted draw conclusıons. Fırst, that the ual attıtudes but also of OUTr an! natıonal
teachıng of Jesus aN! hıs followers W as gıven attıtudes d ell Christianıty 15 about Z01INS the
iındıvıduals AN! 1S concerned wıth theır OW) PCI- mıle, phrase that z Jesus, aAM that
sonal VES In thıs particular CASC, ıt 15 the question W as sa1d in the CONTEXT of being commanded do
of how yOU the people call ne1ıghbours. somethıng Dy soldıer.

second, that the audıences addressed Dy Jesus further pomt that MUST be consıdered 15 Judg:
and hıs followers WEEIC people 1n theır personal MENT keep comın back thıs VC dıfAcult
VeESs pomt ded warned the Israelites that they PCI-

But behind the STOFY told Dy Jesus aV thıs siısted theır actıon agalnst Judah they LOO ould
actıon DYy ded hıch he takes the eaders of find themselves under the Judgement ofGod Such
the arI11y the Mafter of how they ATC behavıng judgement typıcally took the torm of natural dısas-
AdS eaders of the ALILLY, He 15 concerned wıth publıc ters lıke famıne and plague but also of defeat anı
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1saster at the hands of ther warrıng natıons. Ihe part of the prophetic message): By what yightOld Testament testifies frequently thıs under- could iıdentify partıcular 1saster 45 dıvıne
standıng of StOrYy hıch natıonal SIN leads Judgment specıfic siınful actı1on” how do

relate Judgment indıvıduals and judgmentnatıonal dısaster, that prophets Call prophesy
cCOoMMUNItIES ONC another?what wıll happen people who SIN aM do NOT

repecnt AN! Cal also ıdentify specıiıfic dısasters AS5 To show Justice and Compassıon in OW: PCI-
Judgments for specıfic sinful ACTS Ihese Judgments sonal VeES 15 bıg enough challenge. But let us NOT

INa y be of kınds On the OC hand, there 15 the forget that thıs SCOTY 15 about INan called ded
kınd of jJudgment hıch Call be SCCH arıse dırectly wh. knew that God Was callıng tell € gOoV-
OUT of sınful actıon, 45 when, for example, the EYNMENT AN! the ALILLY aM the people generally
PCISON whe takes drugs becomes addıct, suffers what God commanded them do Chrıiıstians
from consequent bad health and INAaYy be reduced aAVE duty speak about in the am of God

through spending theır LESOUTCCS and Justice aM Compassıon the sıck soclety anı
the CraVving. On the other hand, that SaJiI1lle world 1ın hıch lıve We aVe socı1al anı polıt1-

PCISON cshould be severely ınjured Dy reckless Cal cal duty A church, 4S well 4A5 ındıyvıdual ON  @

drıver, SOII1IC people might Want Aarguc that thıs God eeds people 1in hıs church ACT AS prophets
W as another ftorm of Jjudgment the addıct, CVCIN and speak hıs words kıngs and rulers. hınk of
though there W as causal relatıonshıp between what has een achieved DYy I1lall lıke Desmond
the addıction and being the ıctım of accıdent. Tutu South Afrıca, an by other Afrıcan hrıs-
So LOO the Old Testament INally dısasters of the t1ans, SOIMNC ofwhom NC Cen murdered for theır
second sSOo SCCI1 od’s workıng 1n history forthrıightness. It 15 go1Ng be CaS Y but
Judge an hıs people. conversely, when there 15 other WAdY.
people PTrOSDCL, thıs IMaYy be interpreted 4A5 sıgn of 'Ihe Miıddle FKast AN! Afrıca INaYy SCCI1 VCLY
dıivıne favour AN! reward. reEMOTE ftrom Uus NEIC. AN! ALU small of

NoOow aVve problem Here. 1n that It people, but st11l be effective OUT WwItNess
that generally speakıng Chriıstians today for princıples natıonal and internatiıonal

Jonger share thıs WdY of understandıng, StOTY; it lıfe My tendency 4S Christian aAN! 45 preacher
15 NOT part of OUTr publıc theology the WaY that 15 CS  TE OUTL personal spiırıtual VeES anı
ıt Was of OdeQ@’s. What make of ıt? OUTr outreach evangelısm 4S congregatıon, but
aVe theoretical dıfAculties wıth the approprIia- thıs 15 another vıtal dımensıon of Chrıstian
t1on of the FeST of the story‚ but what do do wıth

from thıs conference due be dıfferent
lıving that C dare NOT ıgnore. OUuUTt

thıs 38P6Ct of 1t? Do threaten OVErINMECNTS anı
armıes wıth dıyıne Judgments StOrYy or people tor havıng en here, NOT Just knowıng NC
future Judgments (whıch incıdentally WEeETC hardly thıngs, but lıving dıfferently.
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