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UMMARY
In order understand the social MCSSasC of the rophet Clally udah and Israel who have heen gıven speclal
Amos, it IS crucial consider ıt within the framework of the revelation and specific requiırements. CONSCQUENCE

both of creation and of redemption. The former IManYy forms of social ills, whether they he inJustice In the
IS presented In the ırst chapters of Genesis, the latter In COUrTIS, political oppression OTr ECONOMIC exploitation, have
Its first eXpressions In the Dromises God made Abraham religious roots; They dIe noTt only ffense the dignity
and ın the r|  y he concluded ıth MOSses. This of Man, but are the expression of deep isdain towards
that al| natıons d{ accountable the Creator, but CSPC- the Lord and disregard tor Hıs honor and holiness.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG Chöpfer verantwortlich sind, besonders aber uda und
srael, denen es spezielle Offenbarung und spezli-

\UJUm die sozliale otschaft des MOS verstehen, ıst ES fische Anforderungen gegeben wurden. Als ‚ONSsequenzZ
entscheidend, SIE iınnerhalb des Rahmens des Bundes en viele Formen sozialer Missstände wWIE ngerech-
der Schöpfung un der Erlösung betrachten. DIS: tigkeit VOT Gericht, politische Unterdrückung oder O  ko-
erstere ird In den ersten apiteln der (jenesis prasen- nomische Ausbeutung religiöse urzeln. SIe sind nicht
tiert, der etztere findet seınen ersten USGTrUuC| In den [1UT eın Verstofß die Würde des Menschen, S(NMN-

Verheißungen (‚ottes Abraham und ın dem Vertrag dern USGTUuC| einer tiefen Verachtung (‚ottes und einer
mMıt OSses Jes bedeutet, dass alle Natıonen dem Geringschätzung seIiner Ehre und Heiligkeit.

RESUMF tOutes les natıons SONT responsables devant JIeUu el Dlus
Darticulierement uda el Israel Car ıls Oont rECUu Sa revela-

faut tenır cCompte de Ia notion de ’alliance DOUT avaoır tıon speclale et connaılssent 1es exigences qu/elle contient.
UNe Juste comprehension du MESSASEC social du Drophete resulte JUC bien des INauUxX SOCIAaUX Ont des 'acınes
MOS ’alliance JUC Jeu conclue lors de Ia creatiıon religieuses, qur'ils relevent de |’injustice des tribunaux, de
est eEvoquee dans les premıers cChapitres de la Gen  ese ; ’oppression politique de ’exploitation ECONOMIUE. IS

’alliance de redemption dont les premteres etapes Sont foulent pied la dignite de ’homme et sont l’expression
formulees dans les DTOTNECSSCS YJUC Jeu faites Abraham d’un rofond meprIs NVerTSs Jeu Ils Dportent alnsı atteınte
et dans le traıte qu/'il conclu dVEC Moise Cela signifie JUuUC ’honneur et 1a Saın du eigneur.

One of the MOST quoted books of the BiEle 1n In order apply properly the prophetic insıghts
regarı socı1al 1SSUES 15 the book of Amos Amos of Amos, It 15 essentıal understand hıs IMCSSAYC
vigorously pleads for the POOTF an crıticızes those lıght of the hıstorıical sıtuatıon of Amos, AN! of
who <Che beds ınlaıd wıth 1vory” aN! “dıne the central theologiıcal theme of the Old Tlestament
cho1ice lambs” (Amos6 But aVEe be Calc- namely, eternal wıth INa  - Wıth
ful read these COMMENTS NOLT through LWECNTY- thıs understandıng clearly Call then
first CCENTULY CYCS heavıly ınfluenced, consc10usly appIy the insıghts of AÄAmaos the Sıtuatıon of the

UNCONSCIOUSLY, Dy COIItCI‘IIPO[' materjalıst PCI- POOT an the oppressed.
spectives. Bıblıcally, the 15 that God,
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the ruler, has conclude: wıth INal, the subject. F ecatıng of the ITG of the knowledge of good and
establıshes that Ial 15 NOT UTONOMOU! an ımplıes evil,; however, would ead the paın of death
that the CTEA 15 responsıble before the Creator cnF7
who has gıven (Call CN lıfe and breath and CVECIY- It 15 ıtal remember that the ord, NOT IT1

else  A (Acts Although Amos O€Ss NOT inıtıates thıs COVCENANLT; Its 15 unıversal. TIhe
Uus«c the word “"COvVenNant. the COI'ICCPt nevertheless requıres obedience of NOT Just SOMIC MICH
underlies and permeates hıs MCSSASZC and hıs VIS1ON but al INCHN, because Adam, the head of the human
of realıty. the oracles of the shepher: of Tekoa,;
the COVeENaAaNT has double dımens1ıon: 15 15 both FaCcCl, 15 representatiıve ofmankınd 4A5 whole (Rom

O: 12210creational and redemptional. Ihıs cshows how When the Bıble tells us that 15 created> 1n
understandıng of both aspects 15 essent1al the CC  ımage of (Gen 1:26; 2795 AT gıvendevelopıng Bıblıcal 1eW of socı1al Justice. pleces of informatıon vıtal understandıng

how A ACT the mıdst of the world We ATC

The Covenant of Creation told about the ature of I1Nall all MCN an
and about the posıtıon function of

Hırst, should dıscuss Amaos’ praıse of the C'rea- creat1on.
COr (‘H e who forms the mountaıns, CPeATESs We AL told about the atfure of that the
the and reveals hıs thoughts IMNal, he who word CC  ımage of effgy I'CPI'CSCI'III&-tuUurns awn darkness, AN! treads the hıgh places tıon (1 Sam 6  > Kıngs 1 1I8; Ezek
of the earth” I3). Ihe of creatıon (also For the ancıents, ımage had worth relatıon
known AS the COVeENaAaNtT of works of lıfe), OIlIC of
the pıllars of the Bıblical perspective, 15 presented

the object PCISON that It resembles. Thıs
that 15 define hımselfwıth reference God,the first three chapters of enes1s* and renewed anı that hıs prımary callıng 15 be tellowshıpwıthın fallen world 1n the treaty that God estab- wıth God Thıs eXpressi1on also CONVCYS the ıdea of

lıshed wıth Noah and hıs SO115S5 (Gen S-1 Here sonshı1p, ıdea found 1 uke’s genealogy ofJesus
SOMIC of the characterist1ics of the COVCNANT, 4S when dam 15 declared CC  Son of God” (Luke 3:38)

SEeTt torth early 1n enesI1is: Ihe Apostle Paul CONLVCYS the SadJI1L1lE thought when
TIThe ord Hımself 15 the inıtı1ator of Hıs COV- he SaVyS “We ATC hıs offspring” (Acts f 28).°

of lıfe He 15 the God ofheaven and Carth. mphasızıng the vertical dımens1ıon O€s NOT
the ultımate realıty. Though iınfınıte, God 15 also IL11CAall embracıng soul/body dualiısm.’ Ihe Bıble

personal being He thınks AN! communıcates, emphasızes the of Man: Man OoOe€es NOT ave
cshows love an COompassıon, decıdes aM ACS body, he 15 body. Supposedly feeding the soul

thıngs dIC dependent upOon God By estab- whıle Starvıng the body leaves us wıth
But IT 15 ımportant aVO1d the COMMMON tendencylıshıng the tundamental Creator-creature motif,

God specıfies the of the relatıon INalnl 15 today reduce Man purely horızontal dımen-
P T/ wıth God aAM wıth the unıverse. S10N. 'Ihe expression “image of God” underscores

the unıqueness of INa  3 XCS, he 15 €Cof the CarnPrecise stıpulatıons g1ven, the respeCL and 15 OLIC INally creatures, yeL he 15 being,reject1on ofhıch H1, sanctıoned Dy bless-
ıng ( SE Man has God-given lıberty 8 whi lıke God loves aM aCTS; I1lall 15 quali-
of the frunt of the earth (Gen 15 16) and tatıvely dıfferent from the reSTt of creation.® He 15

spirıtual being called lıve CONSCIOUS relatıon-exercCc1Ise domınıon VCL the (Gen shıp wıth hıs timate9 relatıonshıp hıch1:28). God ordaıns marrıage, wıth the promıiıse transcends hıs body wıthout reducıng Ifs alueof famılhes (Gen 2:16) Blocher Sa yS IT concisely, “the spırıt of I[1all 15 of
Most ımportantly, God offers INa- the earth” an “the body of I11lall 15 the eXpress1on105 wıth Hımself (Gen 6-29; 3:8) and thus of hıs Spirt .introduces the Sabbath hıch recalls Ord- Ihe eXpression “ımage of God” also

shıp VCI Man and creation (Gen 225)) man’s callıng God created the world, anı INan Can
1n®entTers 1INnto of lıfe exercCıse domınıon NVER It DPsalm S, whıle usıng the

wıth INMaAN, upOoNn condıtiıon of personal AaN! PCI- vocabulary of enthronement STrESS the Sr CatNCSS
petual obedience (Gal S12 Rom 10:5) Ihe aM dıgnıty of ILal reiıterates the cultural mandate
tree of lıfe W d5S5 token of the (Gen 2:9); found enes1is: “Subdue [the earth | Rule Ver
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the fish of the SCa and the bırds of the AIr an ver worldview: Israel ne1ghbors ascrıbed the Organıza-
CVCLIY lıvıng CreAre that the »” tıon ofcıyılızatıon the gods, but Genes1s shows
(Gen 1:28) Ihe SadIinle ıdea 15 emphasızed dıf- that civılızatıon aM culture WEIC constructed
ferent WdY the narratıve dealıng wıth Adam aN!
Eve in the Garden of FEden T he ord God took

mortal ICN created after the ımage of God Gen-
eSs1ISs continually the dıgnıty an worth of

the INan anı ut the Garden of Eden I11all who 15 capable of creatıve ımagınatıon.
work IT an take CaAatrc of ıt” (Gen Z:15) Just d S the earlhier chapters of Gene-

TIhe YTSt chapter of Genesı1is emphasızes the S15 antıcıpate the mMI1ısuse of> should
subjection”“ of creation (Gen 6-28) Man  ‘5 the remember ere that It 15 the lıne of Caln that 15
unıque creature, the clımax of 0d’s creatıve aCt1IV- domg these thıngs hat lınecage 15 NOLT OUT-
ItY, 15 given authority, under God But the second rıght condemnatıon of man’s cCIvilızıng act1on, but
chapter adds M1NUANCC 4S ıf antıcıpate the POS- pPOSt Fall actıvıtıes always aVC OTE of ambiıgu-sıble miısuse of Rather than tyrannızıng Ity. What 15 the meanıng of cıyılızatıon anı culture
creation, IMNan 15 “to SC VE 1t”11 (Gen Z:.16) When for the GrE4EUHTE wh. has become hıs OW finalıty?
INan exploıits the he MUS loo after that Wıll NOT stewardshıp be transtormed 1into drıve
wıth hıch GOod has entrusted hım. When INa for autonomYy” TIhe eagrt of the dılemma 15 NOT the
works “tor the (PS 45:1), work Call become creatıve ingenulty of Ian L11OTr hıs labor and indus-

“form ofworshıp.” Though Man 15 un1ıque dıg- C but the folly of hıs Ihe rebelliıon of
nıty, he 15 NOT UTONOMOU! He 15 responsı1ble for the rSsf couple*® led alıenatıon that spreadhıs stewardshıp before the Creator. He 15 “rake CVCLY dICa of lıfe both vertical aAM horiızontal
C of12 the creation wıth the SadiI1llc solıcıtude the level alıenatiıon from God, self, fellowman, the
Father shows toward Hıs handıwork FOV. 8:30, other Ihe murders commıtted Dy Caln
S51° Rom ö:18-22). and Famech, along wıth the advent of CyrannYy aAM

hat posıtıon of authorıty under God who SECETS polygamy (Gen 4:19), ıllustrate 1n strıkıng fash-
specıfic lımıts CONTFraSsSts wıth the patter n of ancıent 10N the dynamıc an the eXpansıon of SIN
orjental despot1ism; where iın practice the tyrant’'s yer, after of thıs abuse of P  ‘ and

Was unlımıted. Ihe Bıblical 1e6W CONTTFrASTSs after 0d’s Jjudgment of that abuse DYy of the
wıth ancıent mentalıtıies 1in another WaY also flood, He grac10usly LCL1CWS Hıs
Ihe Babylonıians SaW work 45 negatıve, something The He concludes wıth Noah introduces
thrust upON INCIN by lazy gods, but the ecarly chap- tiıme of patıence, wıth 1e6W the realızatıon
ICS of Genesı1is POrtray work and labor 1n posı1- of .0d’s plan of redemption (Rom 5:25° 8 N
tıve lıght Ihe Statement, C(B e fruuntful and increase Z3)) Ihe COVCNANT, gıven despite the wıckedness of
in number; the earth an subdue 1 (Gen man’s eart thoughts, emotions an act10ns 15
1:28) ımplıes both numer1Cc an eCONOMIC growth. establıshed DYy GOod alone. It 15 unıversal, includıng
Though thıngs belong ownershı1p anı Its NOT only Noah, but also hHıs descend-
the rıght property ATC clearly implied.*® ants ther CreatUures, an CVEN the whole earth

(Gen 9:9-15 It 15 NOT condıtioned DYy obedience
specıfic stıpulatıons, an It 15 for CC  as long 4S theMan’s Cultural Mandate wıthın

Broken World earth endures” (Gen ö:22) Ihe raınbow, A the
SIgn of the ‘5 guarantees COSMIC stabılıtyChapters through of Genes1is deal specıfically (Gen 2:12:17) anı testifies the faıthfulness and

wıth the development of the human LTACC rather patıence of God.! It 15 wıthın thıs framework that
than wıth the hıstory of redemption, and thus cshow man’s cultural mandate 15 renewed (Gen 1-8) In
us how Man began the earth and subdue It. the mıdst of realıty that suffers the CONSCQUCNCECSbel an Caln WEETIC iınvolved 1n agrıculture, anı of evil, thıngs AL NOT quıte the Sa”Iıc Domiminion
Caln later buult settlement 1: VCr the ther ATOUSCS “fear and dread”
Jabal W as the father of the sem1 nOomadıc herders of (Gen 9:2) In addıtiıon “green plants,” IMI INa ylıvestock Jubal Was the tather of MUSICIANS 1O 637 “everything that Ves an moves” A longand therefore of culture d whole 4:21); ubal 4S the blood has een removed (Gen 9:53 4) 18 God
Caln, half-brother ofJabal and Jubal, Was the father Hımself introduces capıtal punıshment: “Whoever
of technology an industry TIhese sheds the blood of INan, Dy Man ch: hıs blood be
and chronologies, ften skıpped VL 1n Bıble shed: for the iımage of God has God made IMnall

readıng, show crucı1a] dıstiınctive of the Bıblıcal (Gen 9:6) SC the V of the ord
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15 the tıimate foundatıon of rıght. lo recognıze do NOT know hıs laws  A (Ps > 20) Ihe Jaw,
that and abıde Dy it 15 safeguard agalnst far from impersonal, W as STATEINENE of .Od’s wiull,

ftorms of arbıtrary act10on. God D1VES lıberty an W as SOVCIN the whole of lıfe.?20
under Hımself, and establıshes Justice ftor Furthermore, 1n Mesopotamıa the kıng alone

W ds chosen by the gods FeCE1IVE the perception
ör truth. srael, however, the law W as gıven andThe Covenant of Redemption

I hat 15 what God O€es for CVCLYONC., But he also proclaımed the communıty A5S whole (Exod
1 It W3as NOT the prerogatıve of class of PFO-O€s partıcular thıngs tor partıcular people. fessionals (Jurist, lawyer, judge); the law W as readSegal n  D “"IT’he real theme of the Penta-

publıcly the people CVCLY YCALS Both indı-teuch 15 the selection of Israel ftrom the natıons and
Its consecratiıon the servıice of God aM hıs laws vidual and socı1al responsı1bilıty WCIC emphasızed.
1n dıvinely appomted land.”?” God promıi1ses kEveryone could know the rule that he who destroys

human ıfe 15 accountable for the crıme commıttedmake the descendants of Abraham into the people
of God and o1Vve them (anaan everlastıng (Exod 21 12) murderer W d NOLT supposed be
inherıtance (Gen 15° 1L ö God also makes able Duy hıs WdY OUrTt uUusSc hıs CSCADC

promıise, stated explicitly Hıs call ran Justice, for rel1g10Us values precede eCONOMIC
“A 11 eoples earth wıll be blessed through 2  you polıtical consıderations. Ihe corollary also W das

(Gen 12:5) hat promıise cClearly emphasızes both FIru: the death penalty W as suppressed 1n the C
the redemptional anı unıversal ofod’s of crımes commıtted agalnst PropertY, regardless of

(IS5C. Od’s orıgınal blessing mankınd (Gen whose property W as taken (Exod
1:20) ould be restored through Abraham and hıs
descendants, reachıng Iallment the PCISON and Sımılarly, the princıple that RICH equal
work of the Messıah.

before God W3as of fundamental ımportance. In
princıple, there W as class Justice Israel 4S there

Israel’s task 15 glorıfy God DYy demonstrating 15 1n the ode of Hammurabi *1! Ihose 1nHıs holıiness the mıdst of lost world By the
of partıcular people, dıyıne beauty, truth, WEEIC NOT suspend the rules for theır OW!] benefit.

and redemption wıll shıne forth IL1C1H A
Ihe famous CC  eye for CVC, tooth for tooth” V  „

ften mısunderstood, Muıte: the punıshmentthey lıe the shadow of death. the Lord, who
the PCISON commuiıtting the OHENSE; aN! Spec1-has delıvered Hıs people OUTt ofEgyptian bondage,

declares Moses Just before the revelatıon Sınal, Hed that the penalty MUST correspond the crıme
*CJ ofall natı1ons* PIERRE BERTHOUD ®  is the ultimate foundation of right. 'To recognize  do not know his laws” (Ps. 147:19, 20). The law,  that nature and abide by it is a safeguard against  far from impersonal, was a statement of God’s will,  all forms of arbitrary action. God gives man liberty  and was to govern the whole of life.”  under Himself, and establishes justice for all.  Furthermore, in Mesopotamia the king alone  was chosen by the gods to receive the perception  of truth. In Israel, however, the law was given and  The Covenant of Redemption  That is what God does for everyone. But he also  proclaimed to the community as a whole (Exod.  21:1). It was not the prerogative of a class of pro-  does particular things for a particular people. As  fessionals (jurist, lawyer, judge); the law was read  M. H. Segal notes, “The real theme of the Penta-  publicly to the people every seven ycars. Both indi-  teuch is the selection of Israel from the nations and  its consecration to the service of God and his laws  vidual and social responsibility were emphasized.  in a divinely appointed land.”'® God promises to  Everyone could know the rule that he who destroys  human life is accountable for the crime committed  make the descendants of Abraham into the people  of God and to give them Canaan as an everlasting  (Exod. 21:12). A murderer was not supposed to be  inheritance (Gen. 15; 17:7, 8). God also makes a  able to buy his way out or use his power to escape  third promise, stated explicitly ın His call to Abram:  justice, for religious values precede economic or  “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you”  political considerations. The corollary also was  (Gen. 12:3). That promise clearly emphasizes both  true: the death penalty was suppressed in the case  the redemptional and universal scope of God’s pur-  of crimes committed against property, regardless of  ose: God’s original blessing on all mankind (Gen.  whose property was taken (Exod. 22:1ff.).  1:28) would be restored through Abraham and his  descendants, reaching fulfillment in the person and  Similarly, the principle that all men are equal  work of the Messiah.  before God was of fundamental importance. In  principle, there was no class justice in Israel as there  Israel’s task is to glorify God by demonstrating  is in the Code of Hammurabi.*! Those in power  His holiness in the midst of a lost world. By the  means of a particular people, divine beauty, truth,  were not to suspend the rules for their own benefit.  and redemption will shine forth among men as  The famous “eye for eye, tooth for tooth” verse,  so often misunderstood, limited the punishment  they lie in the shadow of death. As the Lord, who  to the person committing the offense, and speci-  has delivered His people out of Egyptian bondage,  declares to Moses just before the revelation on Sinai,  fied that the penalty must correspond to the crime  “Out of all nations ... you will be for me a kingdom  perpetrated.” Significantly, the Bible provided not  for survival of the fittest, but for protection of the  of priests and a holy nation” (Exod. 19:4-6). Israel,  “the kingdom of priests,” is to be to the nations of  weaker members of the community: the blind and  the world what the priests are to a nation: leaders  the deaf (Deut. 27:18), widows and orphans (Deut.  of worship, teachers of truth.  27:17:22), the foreigner‘ (Deut: 27:17; Exod:  God makes known to His “treasured possession”  23:6), the poor (Deut. 15:7-11; Exod. 23:6), the  (v. 5) the law by which they must live. Rather than  debtor who sells himself into slavery (Deut. 15:12-  exalting man’s discretion, that law carefully limits  18), and those born slaves (Exod. 23:12). The law  arrogant power. It proclaims, among other things,  requires that they be protected from oppression  that human life is sacred, that all men are equal  before God, and that the weaker members of the  and exploitation. Even their specific prerogatives  are indicated (Deut. 14:29).  community must be protected and defended.  In summary, the five books of Moses show con-  Those distinctives need emphasis, because the  cern for Justice for all mankind, with the idea of  Biblical view of law is very different from that  found in other ancient codes. In Mesopotamia  justice always couched within the covenant and  the law was above the gods; they functioned as its  resting upon theocentric thought.”*® Israel has the  task of being a light unto the Gentiles, showing  witnesses, defenders and guardians. In Israel, with  God’s way of ministering to both body and soul.  the law incorporated into the covenant, God is the  author, source and fountain of law. The Psalmist  Now, with these aspects of the covenant estab-  expressed this understanding well by writing, “He  lished, we may approach within Biblical thought-  has revealed his word to Jacob, his laws and decrees  patterns the message that Amos delivered to Judah  and Israel.  to Israel. He has done this for no other nation; they  102 * EuroJTh 14:2yOU wıll be for kın dom perpetrated.“ Sıgnificantly, the Bıble provıded NOT

for Survıval of the fittest, but for protection of theofpriests AN! holy natıon” (Exod 19:4-6 Israel,
“rhe kıngdom of PMESIS; 15 be the natıons of weaker members of the COMMUNITY: the bliınd an
the world what the priests ATC natıon: eaders the deafDeu 18), Wı1ıdows AN! orphans Deu
ofworshıp, teachers of truth Z /EZZ), the foreigner Deut. Z Exod

God makes known Hıs “treasured possession” 23:6), the POOF Deut. /-11; Exı  S 23:06), the
(V. d the law Dy which they MUST lıve Rather than debtor who sells hımself 1Into slavery (Deut 19
exaltıng man’s dıscreti10n, that law carefully lımıts 18), and those Orn slaves (Exod Ihe law
arrı ogant It proclaıms, other thıngs, requıres that they be protected from Ooppressionthat human lıfe 15 sacred. that all MHCH equal
before God, and that the weaker members of the

and exploitation. bven theır specıfic prerogatıves
dIC indıcated Deucommunıty MUST be protected and defended.

SUMUMAL'Y, the five books ofMoses cshow CON-OSse dıstiınctıves eed emphasıs, because the
(T for Justice for all mankınd, wıth the iıdea ofBıblical 1e6W of law 15 VEC dıfferent from that

tound 1n other ancıent codes. Mesopotamıa Justice always couched wıthın the an
the law W as above the gods; they functioned AS Its resting upOoN theocentric thought.“ Israel has the

task of being lıght NTIO the Gentiles, Showıng,wıtnesses, defenders aM guardıans. In Israel, wıth
WdY of mınıstering both body anı soulthe law incorporated 1Into the COVCENANT, God 15 the

author, SOUTCEC aM fountaın of law. Ihe Psalmıist Now, wıth these aspects of the estab-
expressed thıs understandıng ell DY wrıtıng, C(He lıshed, INaYy approac wıthın Bıblical thought-
has revealed hıs word Jacob, hıs laws AN! decrees patterns the INCSSAHC that Amaos delıvered Judah

and Israel.Israel. He has one thıs for ther natıon; they
102 EuroJTh T4
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Amos Context anı cheatıng wıth dıshonest scales” (Amos 8:5)
1Io begıin wıth, wıll touch the hıstorıical back- He attacks those who 1gnore the miısery around

them and instead. practice superficıal optimısm,ground. Living durıng the eıghth B partıcularly in internatıonal relatıons (Amos 6:1-Amos prophesied durıng the re1eNns of Jeroboam
(  6-/  9 kıng ofSrael. and Azarıah (also named /} Freed from the immediate threat of powerful
UZZia0. /83-742), kıng of Judah He probably Aram, Israel an Judah NOT SCC, pretended
began hıs publıc rmmstry towards the mıddle of the NOLT SCC, the danger that W as MNSINS 1n the north

Havıng made LICW gods ftor themselves ongsıdeCCENLUFY, For both kingdoms, It W as tiıme of SCCU- the God of the}eNJOoyıng the comtfort thatrıty, AaN! polıtical growth Previousliy, Aram
YyT1A) had continually made inroads ubon Israel wealth and well being Dring, they NOT recognıze
aN! had CVCIN ınvaded ıts terrıtory number of the fatal CONSCYUCHCCS of SIN

Israel and Judah also NOT understand theOCCAS1IONS. But wıth the rse of Assyrıa, the Syrıan of theır prosperity. Instead of ascrıbinghad een broken; Adadnırarı 1IDs eCONOMIC LIGcecss$s the of God AN! theırof ]Damascus precıpıtated Aram into per10d of
weakness hıch W as benefit both the Northern forefathers’? development of bıblıcal worldview
AN! the Southern kıngdoms. concerning ECONOMICS, they often FaVC thanks

Baal,; god of STOrMS an controller of fertilıtyAssyrıa ould eventually CONQUCI Israel, but wıthın the Canaanıte and Phoeniıicıan cults.9©0 Suchdurıng thıs per10d the Assyrıan armı1es WEIC Gc

pıed wıth Varıo0us iınternal an external dangers. It dol worshıp obvıously Was dırect affront God
15 therefore NOT SUrpr1sıng that Israel Al Judah, In Baal worshıip, 45 1n ther Pagahn mYyths, evıl 15

part of the t1imate make-up of realıty that 1S,though dıvıded, gaıne back the terrıtory lost after God an absolute rıght and do NOT eXISst.the death of Solomon. Jeroboam iıncluded In paganısm, wıth Its naturalıstic emphasıs, hıstoryhıs sphere of iınfÄiuence Aram aM Hamath the
north AN! Ammon an Moab the e1ST Uzzıah 15 replaced DYy endless repetition of the cycles of
extended the boundarıes of Judah iınclude LEdom, COSMIC lıfe, and INan 15 only part of them; there-

fore, the sıgnıfıcance and meanıng of hıstory andthe trıbes of Arabıa, the egeV and the Phıilıs- of INan 15 greatly reduced. there 15 ultımatelytin: cCıtıes (Gath, Jabnet aN! Ashdod). Key trade personal absolute the unıverse, what 15 evıl anı
Froufes ONC followıng the coastlıne, another SOI
through Iransjordanıa HICn agaln passed through why nght 1t? In the lıght of these consıderations,

OlLC Call understand why the prophets denouncedboth kıngdoms. Ihe Phoenıicıan Cıt1es of Iyre and wıth such vigor forms of ıdolatry. Baalısm PIC-Sıdon offered openıng NTLO the Mediterranean, sented powerless gods (wıth the lımıtatıons anıwhıle the pOort of Elath. the Red Sea. became S1NS COINIMMNMON man) an demanded that theyımportant channel for trade wıth partners in the
south 24 Neher' “Palestine, crossroads of

be adored. Baalısm thus explained the world
WaY totally contradıcting the bıiblical perspective (1the SCa and the and rOutes, becomes the GeNfer of Kıngs 18:16-45).international eCONOMIC exchanges. Despıite the syncretism, God NOT turn hıs

In addıtıon the renewal of trade, industrı1al back Hıs people. He NOT GVn 1gnore those
actıvıtıes flourished,“® herds STCW, and agrıculture who WEeEIC NOT Hıs people, because ther natıons
W as encouraged.“/ TIhe CILd of and prosperı1ty WEeIC also accountable before God Paul ould
W as NOT 1mıted the royal house, but extended later wriıte, “the wrath of God 15 being revealed

Wwealthy class of soclety maınly made of the from heaven agalnst the godlessness AaN! wiıck-
nobilıty, officers and merchants. Those ındıyıduals edness of INCIN who the truth DYy theır
Duilt magnıficent houses an invested costly fur- wıckedness” (Rom 18ff)nıture (probably made Damascus*®) AN! 1VOrYy
TNamentTts (often inlaıd wıth PreC10Us STONES such
4A5 Japıs lazulı) Ihe well being of thıs class, The General Requirements
described Dy AÄAmos, has een confirmed DYy archae- (In the basıs of the ofcreation establıshed
ological finds made in Samarıa.“? wıthdam and renewedwıthNoahanhıs descend-

Amos Oes NOLT condemn prosperIity that results ants, Amaos CTIt1IC1ZeES Syrıa, Phılıstia, Phoenicıa,
from honest, hard work, from WISe investment Edom, Ammon an Moab For example, Amaos
of ealth He attacks shameless busıness practices speaks OUTt agalnst the brutal ınhumanıty that 5yrıa
such AS “"skimpıing the INCASUTC, boosting the price cshows in wartfare: “ Damascus has threshed Gilead
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wıth sledges havıng 1r0ON teeth” (Amos 1:3) He of Gaza because of four, wıll NOT bring back
attacks the Philıstine deportation of CmılLans, 1iNNO- Damascus, Gaza from the destiny It has brought
CceNt refugees destined become merchandıse upOonN ıtself by ıts S1INS anı hıch had forgıven
the iınternatıonal marketplace (Amos 1 SCC also IManıy Occasıons” (1 6, 2 1L 13: Zlhou
Joel 3  > bad 20) He the self-ınterested it 15 fearful Into the hands of holy
Phoenıicıan betrayal of the “treaty of brotherhood” God, cho1ce 15 decisıve factor the 1saster and
wıth Israel (Amos 1 Kıngs 5:26; 9:14) He that Calllc upOoN these Nnat1ons. Man Can OD
denounces the SAaVaARC ACISs f cruelty perpetuated ATe wıthın the given Noah and take
order expand terrıtorYy. IThus, “Am mon L1 ed domiını0n, INan arrogantly bring about
OPCD the of Gılead order aD V, socı1al„ and estructlon. Ihere
extend hıs borders” (Amos 1:13) 15 place CI for eterm1nıst1ic 1e6W of hıstory

Amos, short, attacks those who do NOLT respEeCL and culture.
key fact of Genesı1ıs Man 15 made CC the ımage Secondly, Amos also remınds us that .0d’s Judg-

of God_.” 1o ate the ımage bearer 15 ate the MENT 15 both call r CPCI'I'[3.I'ICC anı vindıcatıon
1mMa C Amos attacks the ıflıng ofall COMPAS- and protection of the humble. Ihe Justice an the
I0n  2 (Amos I} and the violent ANSCI that seeks solıcıtude of the Father A, for those whıe aVve een

oblıterate the VCLY last of nNne’s  <& enemıtes. “r hreshed” (Amos 153 led iInto captıvıty (1:6),;
For example, God sends fire Moab “because he betrayed (1:9) It 15 for those wh: dIC the object of
burned, AS lıme, the bones of Edom’s siınful (1:41); sıckenıng violence 1:13); and
(Amos 210 Neher’s translatıon of that unjust commercıal transactıons (1:6, 9; 210 God

”hbecause Moab has burned the bones left DYy the 15 the uncompromısıng advocate of those who AdIC

kıng of dom ın order lıme brings victims of the violatıons of the law He has g1iven
another pomt: Was Edom usıng COI DSCS aban- for the well being of Hıs CTEA Nevertheless,

OoNnNe: the battlefield for iındustr1al’ wıthın the Bıblıcal perspective, OVECTITY, misery anı
thus placıng eCONOMIC consıderations above the suffering ave alue themselves. Ihey dIC also
honor due man’s memory?”“ It 15 dıffcult related man’s decısıon makıng S1gNINCANCE, and
decıde whıch 15 the better interpretation, but both be the CONSCYUCNCC of ırresponsıble aAN! ften

eXpression of TT for UNWIse cho1ces.
God condemns that for those made after thır aSpCCL relates the role of .‚0d’s chosen
Hıs ımage, whether they ATC from Israel from people chosen for specıal but also specıialther nat1ons. work, be natıon of prıests Service the

In hıs COMMENT Amos, Motyer draws, world Amaos’ TST SIX oracles deal wıth natıons
from the PaASSAHC aVE en dealıng wıth, prin- under the Noahıc Covenant but NOT the Mosaıic;
cıples of conduct whıch valıd for both indıvıdu- the final deal specıfically wıth Judah anı Israel;

and communıitıes: Man 15 NOT object that C4M anı should 110 exXxamıne them
be manıpulated d 5 OILIC SCCS5 fit; truth AaN! Ooyalty In
uman relatıonshıps and affaırs crucıal; seekın
for and MUST be checked Dy ethıcal The Particular Requirements
standards; humans deserve respett:?” It 15 1ımpor- Ihe prophet beg1ins by placıng the spotlıght ubOon
Tant OoTtfe that these princıples ATC ouched Judah It 15 found C VE MOTC than the
worldview that corresponds basıcally the Noahıc surroundıng, natıons, tor 1t has een the object of

Man 15 UN1QUE; he lıves 1in moral un1- G0od’s solıcıtude an specıal revelatıon. Cr the
v he 15 accountable God, the timate abso- kıngdom has rejected the teachıng ofGod in
lute. IThat 15 why Amos wıth such vigor anı histOrYy; It has broken AWaV from the rel1@g10Us
agaınst arbıtrary of kınds he SCCS man’s moral of the Judah has
dıctatorshıp AaN! violence 4S the VCLY negatıon abandoned the wısdom of God 1n order follow
of the meanıngfulness of unıverse, anı the devıatıons of the false aM dece1tful gods (Amos
attack God Hımself 2:4) In practice, Lurn the ıdols AN! seek

It 15 NOT dıfAcult see the relevance of such theır help 15 the equıivalent of pushıng God OUuUTt of
MCSSAZC questi1ons of socıal Justice. FHırst, INan 15 Ne’s  2 mental horızon. FExaltatiıon of self 15 the

responsıble CreaAfuüure Cccordıng, rabbınıc CXC- heart of rebellıon agalnst God and inevıtably eads
DESIS of the famous recurrıng AÄmos, God despising Hıs wıll.>>
1S sayıng, “Because of the three S1NS of Damascus, Ihe northern kıngdom 15 1n CVEn shape.
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the Liıme of the schısm eroboam establıshed they NOT defend the of the NOCENT an!
L1CWes Dan the orth an Bethel of the defenseless (Amos O) but merelythe south that the people ould NOT aVe responded personal / Not only WEeTIC the
Jerusalem and thus under the ınfduence of and the defenseless despised, but the

the kıngdom of Judah Jereboam ıntroduced 1NTO CdsSCc of mıiısdeed, the penalty NOT correspondhıs LICW church the calf symbol of an the CFT1H4€6€ commıtted Iwo of the specıfic LeENETS
fertiulıty; he saıd IT W as rCpr' CSCHNL the ord, but ofBıblical law equal Justıice for all an consıdera-
he W as ıntroducıng symbol 1NTO the WOT- 8(0)81 for the weak WEEIC SCeT asıde
shıp of God In addıtion the kıng assumed the Ihose who had forced ruthless CCONOMUC
nNctiıon of hıgh PI'ICSt an appoımte: 19(0)  - levitiıcal that respected neıther the PCISON made
PTI1CSTS preside VGL the L1ICW relıgion and WOT- the UNASC ofGod 1OT the property of the powerless
sh1p (1 Kıngs Dn33) Apparently he forgot hıs- (Amos Ihe C,  2  poor ATC consıdered rıght-
COrY and the amatıc CONSCYUCNCCS of COUS NOT because of theır CCOTMNOMIIIC 4A5 such
iıdentify the Lord wıth the golden calf (Exod 52) but because they AIC both aM defense-

Amos couches hıs attack upon both Judah and less Peasants WEeTC compelled surrender theır
Israel framework of In hıs oracle Aat theır OW: CXDECNSC (Amos lla) Prosper-the iınhabıtants of Judah, Amos recalled based wrongful Saln flourıshed, wıth those
that they had eCcn the law (Amos 4) newly-rich through Uusc of 1iNVeEeSTt

and and real ESTAFE (Amos Ib) Amos O€shıs SLATEMNECNT agamst Israel he evoked .0d’s past
blessings Ihe oracles taken together refer NOT champıon agalNSt pr OSPCI'1tY such
elements that CONSTITUTE the delıver- OPPOSIÜOI] 15 foreign the Bıblıcal mentalıty
A11CC from Egypt (Amos 10) the bestowıng of but he quest10ns the acqmsmon ofWEe: the
(3  on (2 and the of and Z 7) CXPCNSC of the FESPECL for God law and therefore
Though dıyıded, the NatıOonNs belong the of USTLCE He attacks the WdAY that Judah and Israel
SaJmnıe DOody They aV both benefited from God’ threw off the Just reqUIrEME: of the anı
solıcıtude and they both responsıble before A4SE\| theır conduct the desıres and iınclınatıons
Hım for deliberately dısregardıng Hıs wıll aM fol- of theır fickle earts (Amos 6)
lowıng Vaıln ıdols created OUT of theır supposedly Ihe OPPICSS1ON 15 such that weaker members of
UfONOMOU: ım the COMMUNI dIC dısregarded sımply brushed

Both Judah and Israel short WEeEeTC playıng asıde (Amos /a 4a) whıle the Nazarıte AN! the
OoOWN the requıremenN ofGod aAM pretending that prophets guardıans of the ATC CINICOUT-
moral lıfe AaN! UuUCCECSsS5 could be gaıned aged etray theır callıne and deny theır m1mstryDy relhlance gods embodied the fuctuating (Amos 12) Ihe words of DPaul describing the
forces of anı the CADL1ICIOUS wıll of I1a godless SCNEr: atıon the last days u fittıngIhıs whatever the quality of the relıg10uUs for the conternpor arıes ofAmos they dIC lovers of
makeup, that INan became the CaSUTC of thıngs pleasure rather than lovers of (2 1ım

both the ndıyvıdual an instıtutional level Pro- Thıs 15 Frul both of the ınhabıtants of Samarıa
claımıng treedom from checks an balances includıng SOINC of the wealthy (Amos 1)

and ofJudah who SCCIHI1 be totall UNAaWAaTeC thatYy led the people of the COVENaANT dıs-
the TE VETSE sıde of s1ignıfıcance heır selfish calamıty 15 ar hand (Amos 18) They aVEe

desıres 1INTEreEeSTSs an 11\IOP188 became the of OPtC tor shortsighted phılosophy of lıfe Since
theır Jjudıcıal polıtıcal dıplomatıc and lıfe an death aVEe ultımate INCANINS let us e411
milıtary aCTLIVITIES They sought LICW SCCUFILY the andr for d.16” (1 Cor 52) 39

self- sufficıent of royal authorıtYy, dıplomacy, Man has timate PUrpPOSC he 15 alone unı
an milıtary which 15 amoral and arbıtrary!

Such PCIVEIS1ON yıelded only bıtterness V1O- It 15 therefore NOT SUrDPCMSINS that the Israel-
lence an death Egoism arbıtrary force aM 1TEeSs showed dısdaın tor God, for Hıs wıll for
ruthless exploitation blunted moral udgment an Hıs ErVants and for FIrul worshıp God specıalundermıned soc1al JustTicCe AN! It 15 precısely people WEIC d d all the ther NatıiıOnNs
HE thıs MOMENT hıstory that OILNC finds deep fis- CVCN TNOTC because they WEEIC iINSENSILIVE
SUTre the socı1al Lissue of Judah/Israel. ouard- 0d’s workıng them They consıdered the
1all of the COVCENANLT, AÄAmaos ıdentified specıfic evils, day of the of the ord 4S day of lıghtıncluding the Nn of the law that an NOLT of darkness (Amos 18) They NOT
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orieve VCL the immınent of theır three patrıarchs. It W as there that they receıived
(Amos 6:6) They refused Car the oracles of the the 4ASSUTANCE of the of the ord (Gen
prophet (7 16) Ihey would NOT reflect the dıs- 21:22:35) Gen 26.23-33; Gen 46:1-4).
ASTFrOUS CONSCYUCIICCS of theır ACTS 45 God sought Apparently, these three centers, addıtion

bring them back from theır evıl WaVS IDan aN! Samarıa 8:14) WEeETC important shrınes
Ihey acted horrıbly because they had become
ungodly, profanıng God Hımself Dy despisıng, Hıs of pilgrimage. 1lo consıder the past 15 of crucı1al

Amaos eloquently Iınked rel1@g10US ınfıdel- long 45 ıt O€s NOT become end 1n
ıtself, but face the pr CSCHL an

Ity and sOoc1a]| injJustıce DYy noting that “FEather 4AN! o0k upDON the future wıth God g1ıven serenity. Such
SO  s UsCc the SalıılEc gırl aM profane holy LaINıc W ds NOT the perspective of Israel. Not only Israel'Ihe hıe OoOWN beside CVCLIY altar SArMENETS taken W as quick dısregard the law of Moses A  ,pledge. the house of theır gods they
wıne taken 45 Nnes  2 (Amos2ö 6), but also introduced foreign gods (9:25: ö:14)

Israel, short, thought it could worshıp theIn thıs PasSSaSlC, the shepher' of lekoa exposed gods 45 ell 4S the ord Such confusıon couldımmoralıty, probably the sacred prostitution that ead only the den1a3l of the OC E God and
W as al the eart of the fertilıty cult (V. and the
ıll-gotten galns sed prornote rel1g10Us ıdolatry the advent of man-made relıgıon (Amos 93 6
(v. 84»0 It 15 clear here; d elsewhere the proph- ( Ihıs arrogant pride blınded Israelıtes and led

change in theır whole outlook AN! SYSteEM of
CCYV, that government backed creeds had become values. It made them despise truth and afterend, that of Justifyıng the wıckedness lıes, ate g00d and love evıl (Amos 15) ycCL,of man’s heart Amaos attacks relig10Us ormalısm
aAM hypocrı1sy that deny Justice and rıghteousness what weıght could the creature god CaAL: COM-

(Amos 5:4), ('anaanıte ıdolatry (Amos parıson wıth the Creator-Judge, the moral absolute
AaN! fountaın of lıfe, the God who holds the uUun1-ö; 5:26), and also the propensıty adapt 1n Hıs power?the rıtual aN! Its meanıng the CIrcumstances ATE

hand.“! hat 1S why Amos mentıons number of
relıg10Us CGNTETS that WEeTITC the cshrınes of piılgrim- Conclusi:on
ages 4S they had een assoc1ated wıth ımportant AÄAmaos announced immınNenNt dısaster, the result of
OMENTS of Israel’s P2.St history: responsı1ıble choı1ce, but ougwords of jJudgmentBethel (3:14; Z  > 5 /353) W as the place

where Jacob experienced the of the
he sought awaken the CONSCIENCES of hıs lısten-
CITS and thus OPCH the WdY of redemption. Clouds

ord in dream that aAVC D1VE NCW dırec- WETC thıck the horızon, but there W d st11l tiıme
t1on hıs lıfe (Gen 10-22 It W as also there r epent. Ihat 15 why the prophet appealed untıir-
that God JaVC hım the LICW alnc of Israel AS he ıngly the responsı1bilıty of the peoplereturned from Paddam Aram (Gen $5:1-15).
At the time of Amos, Bethel W ds$ probably the (Amos 5  > 6, 14, I5); confronting them wıth

choıice between God AN! ıdols, between God
MOST ımportant shrıne of the Northern g_ an Man, between God an nothingness, betweendom LACL. It 15 called “rhe kıng"s sanctuary truth an falsehood, between good and evil,an the temple of the kıngdom.” eroboam had
combıned polıtical aN) rel1ıg10uUs leadershıp. So,

between lıfe and death Sadly, Israel NOLT heed
the warnıngs ofAmaos It brought upDOoN ıtself 1INVa-when the prophet denounced the rebellion anı S10N anı exXıle: the COMNSCYUCHCCS of ItSs dec1ısi10ns.SIN of the hıgh PIaCe; 1t W as consıdered ACT of Judah, after reEPrIEVE; suffered the SaJinle calamı-

1TEASON aM CONSPIraCY (7:7-13) ties. the mıdst of turmoıl, however, God W 4S

Gilgal (4:4; 5:5) W as take hıstorıcal watchıng VCLI hıs wıde AN! STACIOUS des1ign. Hıs
ımportance AT the tıme of Joshua. It W as there promıiıse of salvatıon 15 couched Amos’ last oracle
that Joshua SE the twelve STONES that COIMN- (Amos 9:8-15), whıch begins Dy ıdentifyıng the
memorated the Crossıng of the Oordan (4:20 ImMmMıNeNtTt Judgment wıth AGt of purıfication (VV.aMn 1t W as there that the people of the
WEIC, HIC agaln, consecrated DYy the UT“ of C1Ir- 2.10) Although destruction W3AS the

kıngdoms ofJudah and Israel. God ould establısh
Ccum«cısıon an the celebrating of the Passover Hıs kıngdom of aM prosperity by of

remnant. Ihe Lord ':ould undertake the reStTOra-
Beersheba (525; ö:14) 15 assoc1ated wıth tıon of the house ofaVl the Mess1aNıcC kıngdom
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(2 Sam Y} that ould extend the natıons, Ihıs allusıon Adam corresponds the proph-
those who :ould be the objects of dıvine et’s NUmMECTOUS references the past (228i D: 10:

hıs promıise began be fulfilled wıth the 1128 12:4)
he recalls past integrity, Job referfrom SX but LOTIC signıfıcantly wıth the comıng the when he declares “If I ave concealedof Jesus ofNazareth (Acts 15:17) sS$1iNn Adam dıd, bDy hıdıng guut 1inhat 15 the grand MCSSAZC of AÄmos, book that

cshould NOT be turned Into LLALLTLOW lo read
heart  A (Job
er possıble reference be found the

Amos attack the wealthy call for class Psalms Speakıng of the unfaıthful rulers and
warfare 15 NOLT only superficıal, but an PCI- judges, Asaph SayS; surely yOoUu wıll dıe lıke

It 15 turnıng 0d’s MCSSAYC of Justice anı Adam, yOoUu wıll lıke the IS of rulers” (ES
cCompass1ıon 1nto SCTITINONMN of hatred Ihe emphasıs ÖZ7') also Jb ISı Ds 732  N
1n Amaos 15 refusal abıde Dy .Od’s‘ The Westmuinster Catechı1sm FOCS into thıs VC well:

INalıy edıtıons avaılable, iıncludıng OC publıshedan consequent tendency of the powerful ord by Blackwood, Edınburgh and London, 1963,It VCLI the weak Ihe of creation AN! the 55cultural mandate 1VES the opportunity take
domınıon VL the earth but sinful INan abuses

Ihe verb 5 ara,  D Create, 15 used only wıth God
ubject It 15 sed Oorty-nıne times the Old lesta-

reedom whether he be relıg10Us NO  er Ihus ment mar GenesıI1s, Isa1ah the Psalms)
IMEeCN ATC accountable before the Creator, the God enes1s ıt AT three crucı1al points of
ofesus-Chrıist. creatıve actıvity: the creation of thıngs (4:1% of

Ihe lesson of Amos for Chrıistians today 15 sober- the WOT| 20#.); and of an (1:264f£.)
Ihıs COIIC6PIC remınds that God 15 the ultımateng Od’s X1VES the opportunıty being. He has made thıngs OUuUrTt of nothıng by thebecome Hıs people in realıty Hıs -PHESIS ear-

ıng wıtness Hıs eternal of truth, Justice W of Hıs word
DPaull 15 quoting from the IC p06t AratusaAN! rıghteousness. But LOO often sımply (Phoenomena and from C(leanthes HymnAN! ACt accordıng the spırıt of the aASC Teus”

tollow OUrTr OW ] iınclınatıons lıkely CFGATE Lookıng at Baiblical uUusc of SOINC key words 15 IMpOT-
Ooppress10n, sometimes 1n the armnlc of üghting S  P ere. C od » the hıstorıcal and external
oppress10n. Only by understandıng .Od’s requıre- 4SSOCIJat1ONS that infÄuence the lıfe of IN ((fi e: Sh”

aAN! covenantal 45 fully revealed calls man’s relatıonshıp and-
4S Ole It 15 used of “spirıtJesus-Christ, Call o0k evıl squarely anı thus

SC € the eed for change of mınd S direction. denotes ndowed wıth W who has rela-
tiıonshıp wıth the Spirıt of God; “soul” theJustice and COILNC about, they wıll stand d ındıvıdualıty and the viıtalıty of and drawstoken of the comıng kıngdom.“ attention the ıinner lıtfe and feelıngs well
personal CONSCIOUSNESS; “heart” 15 assoc1ated wıth

Notes the ıntellectual, volıtıonal and emotıonal actıvıtiıes
ofMan Ihıs term only used of God

Ihıs artıcle 15 slıghtly modıfed vers1ion of Tlo STreESSs the unıque ıdentıity of he stands
ntıtled C  rophet and Covenant,” publıshed 1in before the Creator, the UuSCcS the followıng
Ulasky ed. VEE Justice and Hope (Westchester: soul nefesh, neshma); spırıt (ruah); he:  E
Crossway Books,; 1988 19-39 Thıs, of COUISC, does NOT deny the Varı-
Along wıth such doxologıes (5:8 aMı 9:5! 6) Amos CofUSaSCS these words have in other CONTEXTS
repeatedly sCe hıs oracles wıthın the wıder COVeENaAaNLT For rther dıscussıon and bıblıography, SCC artı-
of creation, and does NOLT restrict hıs prophecy cle “Lhomme, la MO G Ia VIe: perspectives bıb-
Israel aM Judah €* 23 It be noted that lıques,” La Revue Reformee, No 149,; 198/,
the Lord, ın bringing actıon agaınst Israel.  5 ON: 12.72%4
the fortresses of Phıiılıstia Egypt wıtnesses Blocher. SN  latıon des Orıgınes (Lausanne:
the evıl Samarıa (S:9) Amos also ANNOUNCES the PB Englısh title In the Beginning:
unıversal dımension of the restoratıon be INntro- the Opening hapters of Genests. Ir of the rst edıtıon
ucCce!:! by the Messıah (QRL 12) DYy Preston, Leıicester,n 1984
If OMNC consıders the overall Old lestament pıcture, 10 Iwo Hebrew words sed radah INCcCAanNs tread

number of PaSSaAYCS correctly translated SCCI1 (n the WI1INe p  5 Joel 4:13) and by extens10N,
refer the COVENANT conclude: wıth Adam rule (Ps /2:8) Kabaslh ubject

spe  o of Israel, Hosea SaVS; “T ıke SOMCONC, make subservient (Jer. 34:16; Num
Adam, they have broken the covenant” (6:/) and violate rapc (Esth /36) Because
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of the realıty of evıl the mıiıdst of OUr WOr ONC and pf CSCIVC the dıgnıty of the slave: hıs condı-
notıice ambıvalence the WaY these terms tıon 15 tempor aTVY; he MUst NOtTt become the object

ImMaYy be used, both for 00d evıl of abusıve physıcal violence; he MUST be treated
11 Abad IncCcCans work, cultıvate, SCIVC, but also human being Cu!

OT VEeE the Temple and thus adore. Wırth ONC notable exception: Deuteronomy 25:11
amar I1CAalls guard, watch OVCLI, protect,

SaVC (Gen 41:35; Ds bFor rther dıscussıon, SCC Paul. Studies In
13 Atrahasıs, lablet 6 has created order the Book of the Covenant In theMofUNEY and

relıeve the gods from the heavy and arduous work Bıblical Law Leıden: Brill, 2/-42,
that theır lot. See Lambert and and Selms, aW” New Bıble Dictionary
lard, eds The1nStory of the Flood London London Intervarsıty Press, 720
xfor: University Press, 474{ 'Ihe FK  - of Orphır especıally, whı rOU:  y corresponds wıth
O'  „ had drastıc affects work, procreation, and present-day omalıa 2 Kıngs 14:22; Chron
other of the creat1o0n. Alıenation resultıng 26:2; Kıngs 9:26
from the wıll continue aV effect untiıl the 75 Neher,  MOS (Parıs Vrıin, 207
retfurn of Chrıist, but untiıl that tiıme have Includiıng copper-mining the Arabah Brıght
mandate glorıfy OUr work. mentions weavıng dyeiıng Aat Debır SCC hıs Hıiıs-
TIhe N] translates C  Clty D Josh 15:23, thıs word L of Israel London S Press, 1974), 256

AT hronıiıcles 26:1015 used conjJunction wıth another word meanıng
“permanent settlement wıthout wall; farm; village.” 28 Amos 2° 1  D Ihe meanıng of the Hebrew 15 ULICCT-
It 15 therefore preferable speak of “permanent taın.
settlement.” Vigas D  “Samarıa, NCYC  e  M of Archaeo-

15 For example, Aat Ugarnıt, the skıll and of the ack- logıcal ExXCapatıons In the Holy Land, Vol London
smuıth WEIC attrıbuted the dıvinıty trW)| xfor: Universıity Press, 1978), 1046

Genesı1ıs and S, the tree of the owledge of Ihe dıfference between the that the
g0ood and evıl rcpresCchts Mman’s UTONOMOU: knowl- former W as agrarıan the latter Dionysıiac.
edge that rejJects the sovere1gnty of God. BYy choos- 31 Ihe burnıng deprived oms kıng of the PrOPCI
ıng aUTONOMY, seeks become hıs OW] enı He burıal due VCcCn Oone’s enemiı1es (1 Kıngs 2:51;
seeks establısh owledge, values and appıness Kıngs 9:34) the Old Testament, the burnıng of

purely horizontal EVE It 15 the beginnıng of 15 extremely ATrC (1 Sam. 15 prob-
ıdolatry: the CTEA becomıing the reference poımt. ably sıgn of udgment the CdsS! of Saul
In fact. 15 placed before dıfferent attıtudes and hıs SONS (1 Sam. It has been suggested
towards lıfe. dıfferent WOT'|! and lıfe VICEWS. Ihe that crematıon Was performed prevent fur-
CONTraST, ıt noted, 15 NOT between taıth ther abuse of the es Levıtıcus Z9. burn-
and knowledge, but between dıfferent forms ıng 15 the legal penalty for prostitution also Gen.
of knowledge, ONC whose foundatıon 15 and
the ther Ihe former brings wısdom, integ- ©l  Cr, CIt.. 52 53
rty lıfe; the latter brings tolly, run and death ( The Day of the Lıuon. The Message of Amos
Whıiıch OLIC wıll choose? (Leıicester: Intervarsıty Press:

17 Consıder wıthın such perspective Isa 54:10 and e  Cr, CIt.,
Matt 5:45 Ihıs ıncliınatıon turn AWdY from the law 15 well

18 Ihe on for thıs restriction hes the fact that ıllustrated Dy the kıng hımself. zz1ıah sought
the OO 15 assocı1ated wıth the lıte of the claım for hımself privilege that reserved for
and that It has ımportant place 1n the rıtual of the hıgh priest. We dIC told the book of Chron1-
atonemen! (Gen S22 4:4), the book of Lewvitı- Jes that “after zzıah became DPOWEC: hıs pride

reveals (Lev. 125° S / /3Z6: 1/ 442 led hıs owntall He W as untfaıthful the Lord
Segal The Pentateuch Jerusalem agnes hıs anı entered the temple of the Lord burn

Press, 23 incense” 2 Chron. 26:16 OSse words “hıs pride”
Ihe Bıblıcal legıslatıon 15 ften gıven wıthın hıs- INCan lıterally, (Chl s eart exalted”: he had

Aaılm: “HC unfaıthful INCAaNs ((h e actedtorıcal setting (Lev. 1 24:10-16; Num 15:32-36)
and AaVe prophetic dımensıon eu 17244 COUNTfer hıs duty towards Ihıs incıdent
20) Ihe hıstorıical well the ethıcal and rel1- kındled the conflict IC seemed YX1ISt in Jerusa-
Q10US Justificatiıons appe cCONscCIENCE and AaVe lem between the kıng and the Clergy (the priest-Lev-
educatıonal character motıivate obedience ‚XO ıtes had saved the Davıdıc dynasty from the hands
6:/-9, 0-2 of thalıah TrOonNn.212, and the ınfluence

Z TIhe ON exception the princıple of equal Jus- they exercısed probably weıghed the kıng.)
tice for the Cas! of the slave. But It MUST be ere dıfference: Pagan gods stood the
noted that the relevant legıslatıon seeks protcct calves b whıle Jeroboam’s relıgıon there
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representation of God standıng the Stat- Gilgal 15 also mentioned Dy Hosea iımportant
ucs Ihe syncretism and confusıon WEEIC all the INOTre
SU!

relıg10us shrıne (Hos 4:15; 9:15;
Ihe ree translatıon of the Old Testament, and the

Mosaıc law allowed servıtude; ıt INCAaNs of New JTestament, offer a- dıfferent rea|  o of
payıng One’s debt by OTr. However, the term 12 OLIC that g1ves 1t mess1anıc dımensıon: (CSO that
of bondage lımıted and the slaves WEEIC be the of ICN and all the natıons that bear
treated hıred workers ‚XO ZLUI, Z Lev 25:39- Namne INaYy seek the Lord” (Amos D:12) James
4  - Deut 15:1-1D). Amos and others estihed that consıders thıs PasSsagc proof that Jesus the
the practice use! (Z Kıngs 4:1; Neh 979 Messıah!

28 Amos Z  > the “rıghteous” ATC the innocent For further readıng: Wol{ff, Joel and AÄAmos
trıal, whıle the ”neecdy” ATC the weak, the Phiıladephıia; Fortress Press, German edi1-

defenseless Amos 8 paralle. PaSsSagc, the t1on 1969 Epszteın, La Iustice socıale dans
word 00 used the place of “righteous. Yoche-Orıien: Aancıen et Deuple Bıble (Parıs
possıble translatıonOS DE (a $Ahcult passage) Le CetE 1983 Martın-Achard, Amos, 0MME,

“Ihe Israelıte ample the heads of the POOTFC le MESSAGE, Pınfluence (Geneve : Or et Fıdes,
uDON the ust of the ground redırect the WaY of Paul, Commentary of the book of
the humble.” ÄmMos Miınneapolıs Fortress and Augsburg Press,

29 DPaul 15 quoting from Isa1ah Z E the people Nıehaus, Amos McComuiskey
oferusalem CS the comıng Jjudgment announced ed. TheMınor ophets, vol. Tanı pıds Baker,
by Isaıah, rather than eCORNIZINS theır unfaıthful- Bovatı, eynet, Le Lrre du Prophete
NCSS, repenting of theır S1NS, and returnıng the Amos (Parıs Le Ceit, 1994); Oovatlı, eynet,
Lord, they preferred make the best of the PI'CSCI’It La fin Ael,paroles MOS arls Le Cert. 1994)
JOVYS of lıfe thınkıng that iIt has offer! Shorter vers1ion of the rhetorıical approach exemplı-
ese galns WEeTC obtaıned by the breakıng of the fied the CommentarYy ; Jeremias, The Book
laws protecting the powerless ‚XO 22:20; 2 AÄAmos. Commentary Louisvılle: Westmuinster
Deut 12. 15 17) by exorbıtant claıms false John Knox Press, German Edıtion 1995;
charges of amage aruze. Amos and the Offictaldom In the Kıng-

41 It be noted that ıtself 15 NOLT mentioned of Israel. The socwologıc. evidence. Socjologıa 25
ONCC in Amos Ihe cult that eroboam introduced (Posnan: Adan Miıckıj:ewicz University Press,
Israel after Solomon’s re1gn, and that Jehu restored, Hahlıng, Pauvrete, ınJustice et eloıgnement de
Was NOT overtly ıdolatrous. Rather, it appe Dieu: ımportance et pertinence du MCSSAYC socı1al

tradıtıon, re:  g AWaAY from the law, and 'Amos Memoıire de Maitrıise, Faculte Tre de
integration of ıdolatry. Theologie Reformee, Aıx-en-Provence, 2005
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Ihe CONCCDLT of “COvenant' 15 crucı1al COMPONCH 1n understandıng God an hıs acCt10ns throughout salvatıon
StOTY. New Covenant, New Community OO AL 1n the Old an! New Testaments and the StOTrY of
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