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UMMARY downplaying moral realism problem that Church has
often failed critically The exXCcursion will proceed

Why does the Church need the world? This seeks Via the engagement of the cottish Congregationalist
explore what today’s Church mig learn from secular theologian 'etfer Taylor Forsyth 848-1 921) ith ONe of

‘apostles’ and ‘prophets’ d Dart of ıts ongoling MiIsSsION LO, his contemporaries, the orweglan pDoetL and dramatist,
for and ith the world that God loves. In particular, ıt Henrik Ihsen BIB=1 906) Forsyth provides UuS$S ith
U investigate the role that DOoels, dramatists and other mode! of hOow might CENSAIASC OUT world ith candor,
artısts mig play In identifying humanism'’s problem of humility and gospel COUTASC.

ZUSAMMENFASSSUNG ischen Realismus herunterzuspielen eın Problem, das
kritisch begreifen die Kirche häufig versaum hat er

Wozu raucht die Kirche die Welt? [ Dieser Artikel VeT- Fxkurs entwickelt sich anhand des Dialogs zwischen dem
sucht untersuchen, Was die gegenwärtige Kirche VO schottischen kongregationalistischen Theologen eier
säkularen „Aposteln“ und „Propheten“ für ihre laufende Taylor Forsyth 8348-1 921) un eınem seIner Zeitgenos-
Missiıon ın, für und mit der Welt lernen kann, die (‚ott sen\n, dem norwegischen Dichter und Dramatiker Henrik
cehr 1e Insbesondere ird die olle untersucht, die Ihsen (1 878-1 906) Forsyth hietet Uuns eın Modell, wWIEe
Dichter, Dramatiker und andere Künstler In der Identi- wWIr UNnserer Welt mit enheit, eMmMuUu un dem Mut

fizierung des Menschheitsproblems spielen, den NO des Evangeliums egegnen können.

RESUME
realisme moral probleme UE ’Eglise na Das tOU-

POourquol l’Eglise aurait-elle hbesoin du monde Goron- Jours apprehender de maniere critique. |’auteur [NOTMN-

penche SUr Ia question de SavoIr JUC ’Eglise tre COomMMeNT 'etier Taylor Forsyth (1 8453-1 97 1). theolo-
d’aujourd’hui Dourrait apprendre des < apötres » et gien congregationaliste eCcOSsals, exploite les (PUVIeS de

’un de S5E5 contemporains, le poete et dramaturge [10OT-C< prophetes »} s&culiers cConcernant mission CENVeETS,
DOUT el aveC le monde UUC Ieu aıme tant. En Darticulier, vegien Henrik Ihsen (1 8328-1 906) Forsyth donne bon

considere le röle UE les noetes, dramaturges et autres exemple de la manlere dont NMNOUS DOUVOTNS tirer profit de
artıstes pourralent Jouer MmMe) Jour le probleme Qqu! fait dans monde aVECC sincerite, humilite

et e COUTaASE JUuC donne |’Evangile.UE rencontre I’humanisme du fait qu'il minimISE le

hıs book The Antıchrıst, Friedrich Nıetzsche ATIC inseparable. It 1S NOT sımply that tragedy echoes
both the destructive and constructıve diımens1i10nsconcedes that he replacement for

the crucıhed Chrıst, he has fajled.! Nıetzsche’s of humanıty's primal will, but that tragedy ıtself
15 the afırmatıon of the essentı1al unıty of creati1on,for such replacement, though, eads hım

through tragıc V1Is1ıON of lıte hıch JOoY and paın destruction (fall) anı lıfe eternal) Of COUISC, the
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1eW of uman StOTY through the lens of the whole, the PTFOCCSS of lıfe 15 Invigoratıng
struggle, wıth CVCI) torward SWINg; but ıtstragıc 15 NOT unıque Nıetzsche. Where else do

SCC 1t? Why 15 1T ımportant, CVCN cruc1al? Upon 15 intolerably slugg1sh, measured agalnst
what OC€es thıs tragedy turn” Is there ALTISWCLI the of Ibsen’s OW') feverısh blood He
Nıetzsche’s search, albeıt aDSWer that 110O-O1]! ould leap aN! O: DUVCT greater heights,
seeks” Why should the Church GVn AI about openıng wıder AN! wıder p  > but
Nıetzsche’s quest? What the Church today learn

of human human around hım
thıs onward rush 15 retarded by the sna1l’s craw/l

from the continumg contrıbution ofcontemporary
apostles and prophets whı raıse sımılar questi0ons: and uman wıthın hıs COW ] viıtals, from

why aATC they necessary®? Why OC€s the Church hıch CSCAPC 15 ımpossıble.°
eed the world? Ihıs ch: seek ffer SOMIC After violent per10d hıch he examınes
prelımınary reflections, INEIC door-opening, ‘ideals’, Ibsen attempts LICW blow hıs play
these ımportant quest1ons, anı explore WaY for- NEMY0People’ hıch he seeks TEL
ward for the Church’s interactıion wıth the world honest an truthful bourgeo1s descendant of hıs
that God loves. Ihe EXCUrSI1ON wıll proceed V1a Brand, whom sen later refers 4S “myself
the engagemen of the Scottish Congregationalıst est moments’.® It 15 thıs play that Dr Stock-
theologıan DPeter Taylor Forsyth (1848-1921) wıth dıscovers among other “discover1es’) that °all
ONC of hıs contemporarıes, the lar Norwe- OUTr SOUTCCS of spiırıtual lıfe dIC po1lsoned, and that
g1an POCt and dramatıst from Stockmannsgärden, OUTr whole soclety ubON pestulential basıs
Henrık Ibsen (1828-1906), the CCNTLENAFY of whose of falsehood.” Thıs, be Lair, 15 NOT Ibsen’s VIEW,
death celebrate thıs YVCAL. but that of ‚0)3[= of hıs characters. However, 1T O€Ss

reveal somethıing of the intensity wıth hıch Ibsen
VIEWS lıfeSetting the stage: tragıic ourney

Luke Nıetzsche, Ibsen’s contradıctory VIsS1ON of lıfe
ntfer: Forsyth learnıng from Ibsen1S fundamentally OILlC of struggle the "pathos of

isıllusıoned ıdealısm', d ermann Weıigand Put Forsyth’s analysıs thıs penetratiıng insıght brings
it.* hat saıd, there remaıns Ibsen’s worldview us what he understands be the SOUTCEC ofLas:
confession that lıfe, CVEn lıfe 45 It IS, 4S tragıc 4S It edy
1S, has alue sen ıdentifles thıs alue lıfe’s It 15 NOT world OUT of Jomt that makes OUTr

struggle ıtself. For hım, struggle 15 g00d, vitalısıng problem, but the shıpwrecked soul It It 15
and wholesome. *ID lıve 15 nght troll-demons Hamlet, NOT hıs world, that 15 It 15 NOT

vaults of the mınd and heart.” ONC reviewer the contradıctions of lıfe, and Its anomalıes, that
of Ibsen’s Vn Put ıt. 1T 15 NOLT lıberty and truth, make the real trouble, but the unfaıth, the falsıtybut rather the struggle tor them that Mafters The of those who lıyve It 15 the sOul’s OW! Cıvıl W:
struggle for 15 LMNOTC ımportant Ibsen| the rebellıon of man-soul, ItSs sullen SCVCETAaILICEC
than ıdeals themselves... fact sen belıeved from God, Its ostrıch hope of escapıng Hıs law,
LTMNOTC 1n struggle than anı 1MproVe- Ifs sılly notlions of makıng 1t wıth Its

“A 1l development hıtherto has CCn noth- ate anı dread of Its S1N,; and the trıvialıty
ıng IMNOTE than stumblıng from OILIC INnto of Itfs of sın.10
another» 4

Ibsen’s afırmatıon of struggle 15 essentially Forsyth’s probing analysıs of human PCISON-
hood, Orn of intense theologiıcal and psycho-affırmıng of lıfe hıfe 15 good for It harbours the logical reflection that twenty-five pastoralposs1bıilıty of tragedy,” and of growth, PTFOCCSS, ministry brings, equals that of Pascal, Bonhoeffer,an maturıtYy. for Ibsen, It iıncludes kınd of and Kıerkegaard, whom he found kındred

eschatology, forward MOMeENTUmM lıfe hıch SPIne. He maıntaıns that the solutiıon thıs
the entire evidently apathetic A ımpotent 111455 15 problem, the world solution, 15 what destroys Its
slowly MOVINg forward Weıigand guiut and that nothıng do thıs CXCCDL °*the VCLY

By see1ıng lıfe 45 rhythmical PIOCCSS and NO- holıiness that makes guiut’ the Yrst place:
uncıng ıt g0o0d, Ibsen| has deprived hımself of In Tolkien’s„ the nng Call only be destroyed
al y phılosophical basıs fume ındıgnatıon the VeCLY s of Mount Doom from hıch ıt
agalnst the whole unıversal PTOCCSS.. . een 45 Was forged.*® I hat destruction takes place the

106 EuroJTh 15:)2



Bıtter Tonıc for our lıme WhyY the Church needs the 'orl

Crucified Man There in hıs Cross, and there alone, lıse the ınveteracy of S1IN, the ingraıned gult,
OC€s It finally into us that, morally, the the deviılry Aat work, an the searchıng, Judgment

tragedy AaN! StOFY of the world, including upON socıety large .Od’s medicıne for SOC1-
OUTLr OW:) history, 15 tied wıth Its OrSs burns 4S It A0C$ eed ast
cıtes Aeschylus, Shakespeare, Goethe, and Ibsen 45 catastrophe lıke European WAar bring OmMe
examples of those who SCC thıs. !4 what could AaVe een earned from Chrıistian

Forsyth’s reference sen 15 passıng ONC, revelatıon that ZaAVC due place the element of
for he SCCS sen OIIC who paınstakıngly iıdenti1- Savıng Jjudgment 1n the Cross of Christ.?!
fes the problem wıth humanısm 4S lackıng *moral lıght of thıs scathıng critique of the Church’s
realısm). *> Ibsen SCCS dıfferent world” from shallowness and obsession wıth trıvıalıties, thrıce
Ihomas Hardy’s ' impressive unfaıth ; although close proximity Forsyth hıs orth
Hardy COO, in hıs OW) WaV, “does real SeErVICE Amerıcan hearers °read Ibsen’ who, IMOTC than
the Christian’.*!/ In words that SCCIN suggest that MOST dramatiısts, CAarrıes “closer lıfe’s moral
OrSs SCCS Ibsen’s work functionıng NOT unlıke realities.’?22 OrSs ıdentifles that theology, hıch
the natural” CONsCIENCE, he wriıtes: ‘[Ibsen| has when one ell 15 ıtself theo-dramatıc reflectiıon
NOT “£ound Christ,” but he has found what drıves the drama, has TMOTC do wıth grasping
us Christ, the eed Christ alone Ibsen| realıty AS moral, AN) trag1C, answered-prob-unveıls man’s perdıtion, and makes Chrıiıst INEVI- lem be lıyed ın, rather than rıddie be
table for ally hope of righteousness.”** Here For- solved by uman intellect. he iıdentifies the
syth SCCS sen 4A5 ally. Forsyth laments NOT only
that sen read Kierkegaard LLOIC closely, but tragıc and dramatısts, such 45 sen, those

whe SCCIN understand somethıng Lıke holıness,that whıile CTIt1ICSs wıth the Judgement such A Ibsen anı that lıfe’s real question, °*the psycho-moraland Nıetzsche do NOT the revealed ANSWECT dılemma', 4A5 Arthur Miller calls i 15 NOLT °‘How
the questions that plague the human heart AN! do feel about God?’ but “What dealıngs ANTE

CONSCIENCE, °the Church wıth the revelatıon O€s wıth NOLT A COIICCPt but d the leadıngNOT critically the problem, NOT duly attend character the unfoldıng drama
those wh: d03 19 Of the Church he SdYyS, thıs, Ibse:  1s drama 15 embodıied tragedy

We ATC unreal, sentimental and impressionist yearnıng tor beyond. Luke Nıetzsche, Ibsen dıs-
aArc danger of being histrion1C, wıth that lıfe culmınates Its experiences of Lr as-

Gospel. We handle the eternitıies, yetr edy. But he 15 NOTLT spectator thıs tragedy. He
the bottom of thıngs We do NOT dwell 15 It unhınge[s| hıs mınd’26 and ar

beside the remorseless realıty of God Hıs hıs VCLY being d 1t O€s for who feel the QUCS-
SaVIng work, and do NOT reach wıth the t10N deeply but do nNOtTt know .‚0d’s solution
final aN! COoNquering word the ({ME of INan and the tragedy of the Cross. (Is thıs NOLT why Ibsen’s
hıs eed We 0o0k the world and 5d Y, “Ah! Master Ruilder fears NOT death but Judgement an
TIhe pıty of E We do NOT delve OUTr OW retrıbution?) But It 15 because of Ibsen’s weıghty
hearts, Matthew Arnold complaıned, and treatment and moral ser10usness aAM seNSItIVILY
Sa V, the CUTSC of 16 In word, do NOT lıfe?’s fundamental questions that Forsyth pralises

the moral tragedy of the race’s su1cıde, sayıng,anı do NOT the Gospel... So much of Mark an learn hıs unsparıng ethical realısm.
OUTr rel1g10Us teachıng betrays S1gN that the Could that remorseless ınsıght of hıs throughspeaker has descended into hell, eCH HC the
everlastıng burnings, eecn plucked from the the cshams an lothes of ordınary soclety M1SSs

the grım ache of guut: For hım, 45 forawrtful pıt He has riısen wıth Chrıst what rıght the rest of the tragıc p  ’ 15 the ofaVve deny ıt? but it 15 OUT of shallow the tragedy... lo SAVC yYOUL soul from SUNNYawıth deepness of CATen. wıth huge
miıllstone roll aWaY.““ sılly pıety, realıze the deadly ınveteracy of eviıl,
He continues:

Its derelictiıon Dy 1ts sordiı. paralysıs of
redeeming, self-recuperatıve Man Its

Therefore |the Church ] adjust ItSs revela- iıncurable fatal effect upON the moral order of
tıon the ADC It 15 LOO occupıed wıth the COIM- sOCIELY, read Ibsen Y realıze how It the-
fort of relıg10N2, the WINsSsSOME creed, the woonng reby ımports the element of death C V 1into the
NOTC, and the charmıng OoOme It O€es NOLT 1CA- moral order of the unıverse read Ibsen.?’
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Continue Forsyth ArFALISNINS Ibsen He STAaSPS lıfe’s fundamental moral realıtıes
but ıfe 15 NOT seductive puzzle be solved bDyForsyth ıdentifes Ibsen the cataclysmıc despaıir

of the analyst who crushed Dy the QUASZMUTCC of the human but LragıC battle for
realıty he has unearthed 15 unable find hıs WdYy for for eternal lıfe 34 George Hall
back ynthesıs He przuses Ibsen an ther ‘Forsyth NOT belıeve that drama provıded

the solution only that 1T contaıned theologicallyr aDıC for hıs r CCOgI‘IIÜOII that whart hes AT relevant insıghts 1NTO the human condıtıon aMıthe nucleus of the human problem 15 But
OrSs critical of these apostles culture ftor INanıy tragedies intımated Beyond whıiıch the
NOLT rCCOSNISINS what 1L 15 that makes guiut actıon of the play continued’ 35 Ihıs 15 echoed Dy
that 15 holıiness aAM that holıness unveıled Frank Brown who ASSECETITS that the that has the

rel1g10USs sıgnıficance 15 NOT necessarıly thethe atoONINS Cross Ihıs analysıs leads Forsyth Art of instıtutional relıgıon but rather the hıchSaV these buddıng preacher-listeners “Preach
Ibsen world an there AdiIC few that yYOUu wıll happens dıscern what relıgıon ICS instiıtutional

111155 Only do NOTLT preach hıs word For whıiıle personal forms eeds MOST sSEeC OrSs
understands that rYy CPBAaTESs CAPDCI1ICHNCEC ofIbsen reads ONC book wıth Ccnetration mınd and heart whiıich thothe book of Man Church an! Socıety, he has

turned the SAadIilıc CVC the other OCSs thıs IT 15 sacramental
NOLT INCASUTC the Beyond ıtself Insofar 1T

book, the New Testament, and taken Christ In OW) day, Nıcholas Wolterstorfft has
A ser10usly 4S he takes Ma  - He ı15 orimly, SNastly sought remınd that OIlIC of the PUrpOSCS of
inter Pr CLLVC but NOT redemptive lıke hıs analytıc POCILY Sthe MOST spırıtual an! least of
aPC8 lest there be alıy who doubt the C-

and of such New JTestament word the arts:, 4S Forsyth defines 16)15 NOT IMDOSC
reach sen world, Forsyth hıs hearers ıllusıon realıty, but rather do the

oC  S aZY words’>® iNntiımate WOTr. indeed,that “Christ'’s Spe has the SadJIi11lc radıcal realıty, beyond the lıfe of the POCM functionınmoral realısm tear1ng the and LCAL. 1ng NOT ke doorway through hıch the hope-them wıth relentless moral VErAaCITY. It has the
OTE of thorouglh 29 15 invıted *the path of long-

g’39 aN! explore the and of lıfe 4S IT really 15 NOTIbsen prophetic CXPOSC hıs moral and rel1ıg10us sımply 4S 1L aD PCATS Arthur Miıller artıculates 1Tgen1Us’” 2() hıs abılıty unmask the hypocrı1sy, self- there myster 1€S lıfe hıch AMOUNTdeception and sham wıth hıch contcmpor ary
SOC1ICETY clothe[s| itself? ] an ıdentify and ask of analyzıng wıll reduce LCAaSOIl 15 perfectly
the rıght 15 ımper: atıVC CVCN though

realıstic admıt and CVCI) proclaım that hıatus
4S truth Ihe sıgnıfcaNCE of thıs truth for theOrSs 1CW. ALISWCT Forsyth contends Christian theologıan should be obvıocus faıth hıesthat sen °“has enough COMNISCIEIICE know the far the amatıc than the intellectualof the Lrul uman burden but he had NOT

enough Car IT stil] less roll 1T upON another sphere of lıfe *Lufe begıns 4S problem Forsyth
He had the CONSCIENCE feel the S1111 of the world, SdayS °‘but when 1L ends well 1T ends 4S faıth 4 |

but NOT the of remedY Luke hıs ADC he
knew what redemption should be better than Enter Ibsen home-longing
he knew the Redeemer that has een he under- It 15 possıble Arguc that what 15 SO1NSstood the psychology ofRedemption ITMOTC than ICS Ibsen work 15 restless longıng for OmMe hat he

the WdY 1C should take MOTC than the WaY : sacrıfıced Ome for C TT INaYy ındeed ave eecn at
He had the moral V1IS1ION fee] the eed of the FOOT of much ofhıs OW) ofguiut PartıcUu-|the Chrıiıstian Messıah| but NOT the spiırıtual larly lıght of wıfe and chıildren depriva-

FCECOSNISC the gıft of through the hulls ofhıs t1O0N of much desired stabılıty and return theır
Church’ What Ibsen lacks 15 gospel adequate NAaTLıve For LWECNLY-SCVCN they moved
MeeTt the cataclysm he critically SCCS Hıs profi- about lıving tCMpOrarYy quartcr S Rome ÜDres-

15 that he 15 CVCT of the rodent wıth den an Munıch 1891 the VCar before PCHNINSsharp CYVCS anı teetA. lıving Herce terror behind The Master Buıilder he took the long-debated stepthe grubby walls of lıfe but he 15 taught and returned Ome Christianıa But longıngDy anı y COITIPCtCII aunt the SpOot where ftor Ome remaıned, much that later
absolute ethıc and ınfınıteu INEET Christ 33 he penne old frıend, the Danısh ıterary
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Crit1Cc George Brandes, 7Up here: bDy the fYords, 15 Enter the matrıx of SFACC
natıve and But but but! Where Just where OC miıght be tempted utılıse atural

find homeland>?’+4 1n the followıng YCaL, AT theology bridge the ZaD between the questionhıs seventıieth bırthday, sen makes the followıng and the- between SIN and redemption, FKor-
speech: syth introduces somethıing noticeably absent from

But the ınward real happıness that 15 NOtTt find, Ibsen’s COLDUS the priority of For whıle
NOLT gift hat Can be acquıred only at price *nature CANNOT of ıtself culmınate 1n 2  9 Al least
hıch 15 ften felt AS vVeLry Oppress1ve. For thıs 15 it W das$ NOLT Put there wıthout regard Grace
the pomt: He who has WO  3 for hımself Ome 15 Nature’s destiny. ‘Nature, NOLT the mother, 15
OUT there 1ın the INa Yy lands 1ın hıs innermost the Mmatrıx of Grace.?% But that 15 bloodıied,

NOT CVCN in the land of hıs 1rt
depths he feels altogether AF OoOme nowhere, despised aM rejected, crushed for the inıquıtiEs of,

an laden wıth punıshment for, those who hıde
Here ean D1VES VOlCce unıversal human theır faces from ıt Grace 15 abstract

Nor 15 IT cheap Grace 15 INan Sroanıng C  „longing, intultıve that AT Ome
nowhere and beyond, that lıfe iıtself 15 but tragic dyıng, 4S erd confesses, °bıtter tree  > 51 NOT

Journey towards the ‘heart-nook of the hidden).““ only for hıs friends but also for those who 'ould
Ibsen seeks homecomıng 1n the sphere of SCOS- wısh hım and hıs Father dead Grace 15 PCISON
raphy, anı Nıetzsche hıs OW): solitude.* But the redeeming 1ın holy love. Grace 15 God hıs holy
Christian revelatıon (and IT takes revelatıon Sirc actıon in the face of SIN Grace 15 God takıng ser1-
ıt!) 15 that OMeEe 15 where the Father 15 It 15 be 1ın ously the scandalous of the offence, and
the Holy Father’s AarTIT1S Forsyth °“At the eart hımself go1INg OWN into the experience of oth-
of IMNan YOoUu wıll find dıyıneS, but NOL INgNESS aM dread, into hell, into death, ınto the
dıyvıne salvatıon.’4%6 Ihe human PCISON, lıke bra- furnace of hıs OW ] wrath, 1INnto the radıcal epths
ham, 15 AT OoOme wıth themselves, OL,( of 1Its wound, order save.°%2 There C122 be
anywhere in thıs world kver fore1gn hıgher gift Moreover, such alone satısfles the
COUNLTY, lıvıng > dIC created lıve uman (and dıvıne) CONSCIENCE, hıch requıres NOT
aN! for *che CIty wıth foundatıons, whose archıtect merely explanatıon of the Cross, but its revela-
and buılder 15 God’+ and do thıs 1O Dy faıth t10N. hıs alone, the of the inıtlatıng
What SA 1n Forsyth 15 that there 15 ALISWCI ather, carrıes humanıty OmMme and brings
Ibsen’s (and Nıetzsche’s) probing and despairıng the human spirıt. agaın and agaln, from
quest10ons, hıs home-longıng, but that the AaDNSWCTI wherever he ITS, Forsyth makes undevıatıng
15 provıded NOT from the sıde of the human pılgrım grace-shaped and grace-inspired beeline for the
but from the sıde of the One fOor whom all OLIC place in the unıverse where the CONsScCIENCE of
wıll ONC day be wriıtten. Forsyth N!  , God anı of human DCISONS has een satısfled.

Sın steadıly Maıms the of holıness and 1864,;, hıle self-ımposed exıle Italy,
the of sacrıfıce It CVCI INan Dy Ibsen began wrıting VAaNı  5 hıs MOST overtly °relı-
an y Sacrıflce, CVCII penıtence, could mend the S10US’ and Kıerkegaardıan play. Ihe play concludes

wıth VOlCce soundıng above the thunder Sayıng,moral order he has broken, it ould be royal
for MOTC It ould be SUPICHMC an “God 15 love  2 93 Whiıle it 15 certaınly poss1ible read
commandıng for hım LMNOTC If we could heal thıs ending 4A5 the rung OUrT

OW CONscCIENCE, it ould LMNOTC be OUTr of Brand’s final quest10ns, SUSPECL that, gıven
kıng 1f we could satısfy the moral order dıs- the CONTEXT, 1t TOTC lıkely betrays somethıng of
turbed, OUTr insufferable stir-satisfaction: ould Ibsen’s inadequate 1eW of God Certaumly the play
derange IT stra1ıght-way. We should be (as 1 uther whole O€Ss thıs though, 4S Maxımus SdyS,

nsa1d) “the proudest jJackasses under heaven”. We tender heel alone makes Ial Achiılles
INay SOTTOW and amend, but CANNOT hereın MaYy VCLY well hıe Ibse  138 Achılles OrSs
and reconcıle. Why, CANNOT each remınds Uus,
other, OUrTr OW ınJured neglected dead, for Ihe moral world 1S the real world, the CVET
instance, OUT sılent iınaccess1ıble dead.“$ modern world the SUDICINC problem of the

moral world 15 SINn Its OC eed 15 be forg1-
VE  - nothıng but holıness Caln forg1ve. Love
CaNNOT. We ATC both forgıven and redeemed
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Jesus Christ and 1n Hım N erucıhed NILO the that Gcer had iındeed become “home-returner).©}
world for the holıness of God AN| the SIN of Ultimately for Forsyth, however, the OMEe-
men.°> COomINg eed 15 NOT reconcılatıon either wıth
‚0d’s love 15 ımpotent It 15 NOT holy, and holy OUr OW self-respect 0)8 wıth ne1ghbour, but

15 the ONC thıng Ibsen CAaNNOT afford hıs God wıth God and Hıs holy love 762 It 15 NOT the
of calm that need, but rather the restoratiıonbe Ihıs 15 revealed the ofPeer Gynt. of confidence the extraordınary gospel ofAfter Buttonmoulder’s challenge, the wayward

eer has opportunıty know the gift of r CPCI'It- Our reconcılı1atıon 15 concerned neıiıther wıth
ance° STOW know forgiveness, COTINE Iyıng Jesus’” breast NOT wıth .  Just S1VINS OUuT

ome Cliınging Solveıg anN! hıdıng hıs face hearts’, but possessing Christ’s frunt the confi-
dence ofOUr faıth, the destruction ofOUTr guilt andher lap, he squalis (My mother; wiıfe; of
the restoration of OUrTr iındıssoluble holy fellowshiıpwomen! Hıde there, hıde YOUTL heart!”>/
wıth the Irıune GodBut here, pietä-lıke, Solveig's armıs  > 1ın the OC

place he mıght know reedom an COINNC home, Unlıke Ibsen, Forsyth maıntaıns that guut. real
c<he robs (and he allows hımself be robbed) guiut the of ouiult that 15 ‘al evıls ONe. 15

revelatıon of ‚Od’s holıness 4S CCl 1n the Cross.of hıs OILLIC hope of forg1ıveness, of redemption, of
hıfe. ofhome-coming. thıs 15 precisely because Given thıs, It 15 surprisıng that OrSs OT, ants SOINC

there 15 confession of holıness, and g_ semblance of revelatıon of moral realısm
nıtıon of gullt 58 There 15 NOLT CVECI ITCIMMNOISC, CVCI soclety psychology. He that the ‘great

amatısts of the dayıı” lıke Wagner and Ibsen,whıle he the far country
AA able Prescnt us wıth the problem of guiutGlossing VCT the depth of Peer’s tragedy,

Solveig offers cheap, although SiNcere, d she due al least partly theır den1ıal of Hegelıan
softly SINgS, optimısm. thıs they dIC NOT only Critics but also

POCtS and theologians.®° Indeed, It 15 the ack ofSleep, DOoYy, dearest boy! °‘Mmoral realısm” and ““ndelıble spirıtual instincts’wıll rock yOUu sleep and guard you the Church that drıves dramatısts like Ibsen
TIThe Doy has Sat hıs mother’s lap CVCECI makes them “create poetic symbol-
Ihe aVC played the lıvelong, day. 15  D capable of S1viNg VO1lCE the realıty of the

human scene. They AdIC also able pomt usIThe DOYy has laın hıs mother’s breast truth that SOIIIC of amncsty and delıverance 15Ihe lıvelong, day. God bless VOU essent1al humanıty 15 eNJOYy future, and CVCI

TIhe DOy has laın closed heart that thıs calls for SOMIC of sacrıfice, perhaps
Ihe lıvelong, day. He 15 WCALY 1O CVCMN death However, the analysıs, Forsyth

INSIStsS, these dramatiısts of pessimısm arcSleep, DOY, dearest boy! unable reveal the LIru: ofwıll rock VYOU SieCp an guard you.°” SIVE what eed MOSCT, and at bottom MOST
6 /Here; Solveig functions of natural the- NOT self-extenuatiıon evolutıon beyond

ology of whıich Forsyth SayS “We be SUTC ourselves, but OUuTr regeneration, OUrTr reconcılhation,
about her. She 15 only aesthetic. Her deal 15 har- OUuTr home-comıng hıch 15 found NOT sacrıfıcıal
MONY, NOT reconcılhation. She IMaYy hold her death alone, but only in that of atonıngbreast her red chıl soothe her fretful SONS, kındle Ihıs only One who really stands on the
her brillıant lovers COSMIC ther emotıion, and earth (somethiıng Ibse  11 s redeemer does),
end her imagery magnıfy the passıons of the who 1Nto OUTr ne1ighbourhood, and who dıes
Hheart; but for the CONSCIENCE, stricken StrONg, 4S the Holy securıng holıness through AaCT that
she has word. Therefore she has Revela- sımultaneously hallows .Od’s LLAINIC the earth
tion.?e0 because she has revelatıon, she Ihıs 1s because *the moral sıtuatıon of the world 15
neıther ffer 1L1OT bring reconcıhlation. Indeed, the central 1sSsue it; and It 15 S1ıtuatiıon tragıc
her CYCS, eer has nothıng repent of, be for- that the central realıty of the world MUST act tragl-
gıven for. He 15 OMeEe NO hat 15 that MMa ers cally SaVINng, It .0d’s MC redeeming such
hus Solveıg sanctıfles Cr hıs guiut leavıng world MUST be the victory 1in moral tragedy hıch
hım wretched, and wıth Buttonmoulder havıng COMDICSSCS uman history. For Its Redeemer could
opportumty agaln speak, perhaps CVCN AVE the NOT stand outsıde IT an SaVC Dy fiat.’©S
final word, anı that spıte of Solveig’s hope Forsyth n  „ INanı of Ibsen’s $SUCCESSOFS
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and imıtators ıke Galsworthy anı Shaw’ dAIC CaDa- Enter the Church learnıng from

moral am aTteur Call do that’.°
ble of showıng COQUTr InconsıistencI1eSs. Indeed; anYy apostles, meeting wıth the world

Readıng Forsyth ralises the question ofwhether
heır works do NOT leave us 4S EVeH the SOrY evangelıcals ATı LOO Often reluctant, CONTEMPTLUOUS
close of Shakespeare tragedy does, wıth the sımply aC. confidence the truth of the

of somethıng far IMNOTC deeply interfused gospel authentically CHNHASC wıth secular hlıtera-
and dımly roundıng We aV from them the ture AN! a preferring instead the (deceptively)
sound in OUT Cals of the frayed surf grindıng safe ghetto of OUur self-created sub-culture./”
the broken shore, and dusted wıth the drıven tıme when the Church 15 feelıng challenged
sand; but aVve NOT the IDNUTrIMUuUTr 11OT iıdentify points of CONTACT between the gospel aM
of the ınfınıte 5SCAa, beatıng ubon these ragged the culture (tO 1ts S sub-cultures 4S well d the
rocks, and meeting theır hıdeous cruelty wıth world’s) and whiıch It 15 called declare 1ts
somethıng hıgher than the soft, the shınıng, faıth, OrSs remınds that pessim1sts lıke Ibsen
and the faır whose cruelty Call be than and Nıetzsche ATC gift of God aN! that
theirs. ”© ignore them GT peril. They aAIC, AT COIC, the-
Forsyth’s challenge these an lay- ologıans! Perhaps they ATC NOT theologıans of the

wrıghts 15 somethıng final that has taken HIC but they ATC certamly theologıans the
place and that by whose purıty aVC Church.
so1uled, whose love aVe despised, whose wıll Theır bıtter 15 tON1C OUrTr tiıme Ihey the
A crossed, and whose holıness aVve raped.” protest of self-respecting CONsSCIENCE agalnstSo, Forsyth 1Ns1ısts that Chrıst’s Airst PUrPDPOSC W3as ıdyllıc, Juvenıle, sangune, and domestic CYyrann V
NOT Shakesperian reveal IMNan mMan It 15 of Life It 15 the OT Cal dramatısts that dIC the
hıgher than that “CIhe relief that He g1Vves the LACC questioners, the challengers, the
15 NOLT the artıst’s rehief of self-expression, but the and serviceable of IT'|  “ CAS Y,Savıour’s rehef of Redemption. He NOLT release and f[unNgOous saınthood. It 15 NOT the earned Cr1-
the pent-up soul, but rebuilt Its Fru1ns  >/2 t1CSs that PI'CSCIIt the challenge hıch draws

It W as neıther Galahad 11OT Arthur that drew OUuUTt the last TESOUTCECS of Gospel. They ATC LOO
Chrıst from heaven. °It W as 1Lancelot race.?/S$ intellectualıst. It 15 the moral CTItiCcs lıke

the final analysıs, neıther sen LLOT hıs imıtators sen, Carlyle, aN! theır They lay are NOT
really SEL beyond the notion of each INan being CITOTS but OUTr cshams.””
hıs OW atONerT, the notion of ofatonıng SUN1- Given that there 15 in hıch Chrıistianscıde, 1n death that satıslıed hıs nemes1s but NOT d

holy Jjudgment em tion ( Rosmersholm), and lıve wıth ONC foot earth and OIIC already
far less AS Reconcıiliation.’ In faırness sen, he heaven, wonder dIiC CVCN capable of domg

thıs drawıng OULT, and that eed the Ibsenshımself admıts thıs ack of resolution letter do for us what CANNOT. It 15 Irul that IbsenGeorge Brandes 1875 when he SaYyS, “Don’t UrsZc
M' frıend, solve these dark eqUat1ONS; I’d rather preaches but half-gospel and, 4S ch: SCC,

ask; Job’s NOT explanations.””® Nevertheless, gospels ultımately ave future However, It 15
eed hear, especılally S1INCE 1t 15 the halfForsyth refuses let off the hook that easıly. that 15 Oomıtted ften the Church’s preachınIbsen’s tragedy 15 true, but NOT tragıc enough, NOT 1o SCC the revelatıon of thıs front of the gospelreal enough. Thıs 15 because sen lacks OC who

“create the r CPCDt3.IICC hıch alone MUST requıre both feet being in the OLIC place,
CTEATE personalıty OUrT of such chaotıc materı1al 45 earth, anı that 15 where Ibsen stands, albeıit he

15 unable (or unwillıng) o0khe |fınds ] He |has the cONscCIENCE teel the SIN Forsyth’s treatment of Ibsen A modelof the world, but NOT the POWCI of 276  remedy. Hıs for how Chrıiıstians today might CNSHAHC wıth thejob mMay NOT be about explanatıons, but 1T could be
That 15 Forsyth’s poımnt. Nevertheless, for the sake prophets of OUr OW day Parnassus, whether
of identifyıng and SIVINS volce the rıght QUCS-

theır work be the Held of MUSIC, Journalısm,
fiılm, SCIENCE, polıtıics, lıterature, somewheret10NS, sen, and those prophets lıke MUS be else. Admuıttedly, there 15 fine-lIine dıstıiınctionread, and re-read. We eed them between contextualısatıon and accommoOdatıon.
But the AaDNSWCCT 15 NOT cshout louder, L1LOT

‘attack” another’s world 1e6W but, lıke Paul Mars
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Cts 17) and Jesus Al the well 1n Samarıa thereof, but a1lso that lıve in world cady
(John 4), learn lısten, ask quest10ons, redeemed, and that 15 being so.83 Is OUTr God bıg
question wıth, and commend people wh: WOT- enough embrace the whole world aN! Its tragıc
shıp ‘unknown god’ and the ONC whose athers quest1Oons wıth ıt?
worshıped thıs mountaın’. hıs NCCCSSALY an Evangelıcal theologıans, phılosophers aM
eXcC1tng work of lıstening, quest1onıng and COI1- unıversıty Chrıstian fellowshıps increasıngly
MECNH! attempts correlate the questi0ons and engaged calthy anı V1gOrous debate INally
aNSWEETIsSs of the Scriptures C themselves COMC fronts, partıcularly wıth the sc1eNCES where TMOTC

OUuUTt of partıcular cultures) wıth the questions and modernıst framework 15 stil] lıkely be in vVoguc
ADNSWEETS of the culture(s) wıth whıch hope We have, however, en somewhat slower, CN

CNSASC. We dIC compelled by the gospel iıtself neglectful and SUSPICIOUS, Into genumne dıa-
CNSADC 1n thıs dialogue of CXCDCSIS 1n the riıch COIN- logue wıth the creatıve wrıtiıng, visual media,
fidence that the Holy Spirıt 15 already ar work in lınguistics, dance, archıtecture, sculpture partıcu-
cultures Indeed, ıf the Spirıt WEeTITC NOT actıve OUT- Jarly where the bridge between the hıes sub-
sıde the Church (and ıts culture) then there ould merged denser postmodernıist fog Irevor Hart
be OLIC the Church the YSt place. 15 right SUSSECESL that thıs SUSp1C1ON of “wWweavers

Moreover, human act1vity an thought, AL ICS of fictions and CONJurors of ıllusıons.. Can SC VE

Dest, reflect somethıng of humanıty's only detract from the th rather than ıllu-
partıcıpatiıon the VICAr10USs minıstry of crucıhed mınate it 84 Indeed, Forsyth that faıth wiıth-
and risen Christ through the Spirıt who gathers OUT ımagınatıon 15 iıncomplete, an imagınatıon

questi1ons and tragıc and offers them baseless wıthout faıth We eed both ‘Neıther Can

stand for the other, do Its work’).® Great armthe Father through sanctiıfed lıps, then It 15
imperatıve that lısten anı learn from today’s has een ONe the Chrıstian faıth Dy neglecting
prophet-artists the p  S MUSI1CIaNS, sculp- poetic ımagınatıon, whether insıde outsıde the
LOIS, filmmakers and phılosophers who scratch Chrıistian CommunıtYy.
where people ıtch (and where they should!). These IThere aAIC, encouragıngly, Man y examples of
prophet-artısts aNe adro1ltness for artıculatıng where such posıtıve eNngagEmMECN 15 takıng place,
ancıent theologıcal truths fresh WdY5S, and o1ve where long-held SUSPICIONS ATC dıssolving, where
artıculate VO1CE the questions that SDNAW AT dialogue 15 mutuallyo and where 15
and longings for transcendence. One Ibsen valued “tor Sake.. for the contrıbution ıt makes
scholar N!  D *truth 15 ILLOTEC than INeTrCc logıcal aArt, an NOT sımply for how IT be harnessed
agr cement of thought anı faect: It 15 rooted much ECVCMN ‘baptised’ 4S lubricant for what 15 CONs1d-
deeper, SINCE It or1ıgınates the interpenetration of ered be of °real” substance..$7 the past, Tolk-
lıfe and ought, and ınvolves the total personal- 1en and Rembrandt and, perhaps, CVCI1 Mozart,
1y Here ITCAason and empirıcal cngagement leave served 4S prod1ig10us examples of belhevers whose
us wantıng, ındeed dıslocated. We eed the drama- legs seemed long enough straddle both worlds
t1ISts and pPOoCTS (even those who LOO much”)*" wıthout dıshonourıng the dıgnıity of OILIC for the
unve1l for moral realısm, anı show us what ther. Indeed, 15 there NOT whıch oUug
drıves us the One who alone 15 the spring of domg thıs theır preachments brought heaven anı
lıyvıng who satıshes thırst that wıll earth together? Could NOT the est SCTLIN1ON K VE

be thırsty agalın People lıke Woody Allen. preached Luke 11-32 be that 6685/69 01l
George Steiner, Sting, Davıd Wıllıamson, Leon- CalıVas hangıng 1n Ihe Hermitage 1n St Petersburg,
ard Cohen, Bryce Courtney, Brett Whiteley, Davıd Rembrandrt’s The Return0Prodigal Son?

hıch Nhat plethora of p  3 today, INalıy Chrıistians ATC also engaged thıs COU-
and diırectors lıke Ingmar Bergman, Miıchael FTAaSCOUS anı tradıtion. Alfonse Borysewicz,
pte Davıd Fincher do thıs well thıs they Robert Cording, Judıth Rock, Makoto Fuyimura,
SCTVC d what older theologıans called ancıllae theo- Mark Jarman, 1 ucı Shaw, Miıchael Symmons Rob-
logıae, handmaıdens of the knowledge (word) of eris anı cott Calrns SCIVC inspırıng models.
God Many evangelıcals U en of theo- NOTLT suggesting that evangelıcals exchange
logıcal obscurantısm and of arrogantly 1gnorıng OILlIC dol (suspıcı1on of ımagınatıve questionıng) for
the INS1ghts of what OrS mıght call OUr “school- another (phılosophiıcal pluralısm). INVIUNS
masters’.$2 We AaVE eecn LOO slow aCCCPL NOT partıcıpate ON-gomng humble an dıs-
only that the 15 the Lord’s and the fullness cerning discourse wıth these other "theologıians’
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order reCE1IVE aAM chare posıtıve insıghts about glow; that it crucıfles the world, aM O€es NOT

the gospel and realıty. tanı  g 1n the tradıtıon of merely CONSECrate ıt; that 1t TeCTEG42TES and Oces
the apostle who worked fervently introduce NOLT Just soothe cheer 1e that 1T 15 lıfe from the
°the unknown God’ the Epicureans (today’s dead, and NOT sımply bracıng for the weak
Yuppies, though wiıth consıderably IMOTC self-dis- comfort tor the sad.”*
cıplıne) a! the StO1CSs (today’s reen1es of hıs mWe A LNOTC than sheep reclaımed.
day, LOO eed be touch wıth OUr culture We ATiIC those whose deflant IN1qUILY has laın upON
ıf ATC NOT only ZOoMNS buıld effective bridges Chriıst for us a_u>‘)5 Only the (ross AN! ıts redemp-
for gospel communıcatıon but, ar Sa y It. learn t1ve 15 ufficıent bring about NCW CICAd-
fresh truths about God an hıs WaYS wıth t1on aM °reconcıle thıngs’ God.?® Sınful

mater1alıty and culture MUST be judged an CO11-

Enter: half-gospels verted, NOT merely enfleshed. Anythıng less 15 the
sanctiıficatıon of eviıl AN! the death ofGod in hıch

'lo FreSst here, though, ould be faıl tell the Nıetzsche’s God truly 15 dead.?/ hıs 15 where, 1n
whole STOTY. Worse, merely histening culture
ould be placıng anger of selling OUT the Forsyth’s 1eW an OW! “merely incarnatıonal

eology leaves us, and wanting.”®gospel an Its "CrCatIVE., self-organising, and self-
recuperatıve power”®® culture that ‘asks but
half-gospel’.®” It ould be sell-out cultur:  m nter:.. be answered...
that eeds NOT sımply ımprovement OT completion Ihere aAIC, of COUTSC, shortage of questions that
but judgement and redemption, NOT fulfilment of arıse for the CONLCEMPOFAFY PCISON of faıth who 15
1ts perceived needs but the forg1veness of ıts SINS seekıng COME ST1PS wıth what Forsyth
sen LOO challenge culture. But *the tell us about the VE Ibsen and
lıght MUST COMNNC from the fire, NOT the fire from hıs iılk Not least ATC quest1ons about the dramatıc
the hoht. We MUST do LTMOTC than speak soclety”s form ıtself. How ATC interpret the
gospel back iıtself baptısed Chrıstian Jargon around the words, the sılences between the lınes?
Ihe Church ought NOT be domesticated chaplaın What do these Sa Y us about the of TCVWV-

the QUO. 1 15 only the Janguage of the elation?”” Is the of drama, for example,
that MUST speak, NOLT Its Gospel.””

Ihe Church MUSC, of„ MeeTt the world allıy form for that Il  5 able SCTVC the NCC-

revelatory PUrpOSC that Forsyth 1ns1ısts that
But when do MUST do LOIC than merely God alone Can serve” What about preaching (‚The

1t aAM POSC invıtatıon. CY1S1S has be artıst’s 15 NOT the Preachern s CVENn when
forced, CY1SIS of the wıll, confrontatiıon of wıll God hımseltf enters the pulpit, 4S he the 1rst
and W of cOonNnscIeENCE and Conscıence. (And World War?101 What do from people lıke
consciıence ere 15 NOT sımply the conscience of Ibsen? Certamly do NOT eed another PCISON
the indıvıdual; It iıncludes soclety's conscıence 45 trıtely tell us that ‘“Life 15 hell but Jesus 15 the
well.) 1t 15 CrY1S1S that ends both the world answer!” So what the alternatıves? IDrama plus
an the Church being subdued, reconcıled and preaching? Drama A”S preaching? Preaching ”S
redeemed.??® More than invıtatiıon, the gospel drama” Also, wonder, given .Od’s revelatıon
15 command aN! ANNOUNCEMENT “We AFTC. us of the LIrUu: of tragedy, Christian artısts
tempted forget”, Forsyth SaVS, *chat aVe nNOt, being honest when they seek reproduce tragedy
in the YrSst place, eıther ımpress the world OT artıstically? Is 1t CC possible?***
SaVC it. but heartıly and mightily confess word
and deed Savıour who has one both 'Ihe kınd
of relıg10n that CAarrıes through the world wıll BExıit: pursued Dy bear Enter|
Sa y MOTEC than OUT efforts CaLL y it through the Shepherd*®®
world.”® agaln, At the eN! of the day, artısts 1ıke Ibsen tt  5 NOT

Half-Gospels aV dıgnity, and future because they pomint upwards, LILOT because the CICA-

ıke the famous mule, they aVEe neıther pride tıon has eeCn iınhabited Dy God, but because CICd-

of NOT hope ofposterıty. We MUST make t1on has eecn pursued Dy (as ear huntıng
1t clear that Christianıty faces the world wıth Its PreYy), and redeemed Dy hım, hıs MOST CICA-

ö and O€s NOT sımply suffuse it wıth t1Vve and tragıc A€t “The real incarnatıon 15 NOLT
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Christ'’s being made flesh for u: but Hıs being ıfe’s moral aM of thought’s NASUS COIN-
made SIN for u1s 104 Only (ross Can make 1ın pomnt beyond ıfe anı hıstory. Ihe key
of Incarnatıiıon. Only that whı above all, hal- 15 1in the Beyond; though NOT necessarıly beyond
lows 0d’s amndc in the creation; enthrones hıs death, but ;yon! the world of the obvıous, anı
holy love anı "destroys grace PTrO- palpable, an common-sensıble. ( Yea, beyond the
ıde anı y stable footing for sOCIetY, OTr for the arts, ınward IE really 1S.) llıi

for communıtıes of faıth OrSs leaves Chrıistians wıth mode!l of how
Forsyth 15 convınced that the (Cross 15 where ‘all mıght engage world, and he schoaols us 1n

earth’s ues NOLTL LETEC Nts but jewels NOT HIAGEt how MaYy do wıth candor AaN! gospel COUT-

purpureal gleams, but endurıng, pPrec10us founda-
t10N-Stones. 7106 he INVıtes us consıder Ibsen

aAPC

aNı ther apostles culture such STONES bar
trom them being external an mechanıcal products Notes

1etzsche faıls thıs qUESL, then, John ArTOothat God could destroy and remake, God has
created that the VCLIYV existence an certaın future of poımts OuL. he C  wiıll AT turned into Don Quixote ar

these apostles, theır word and theır world 15 intrac- the en ormal IN whose only wısh 15 dıe
John Carroll, The VEC: Western Caulture. Human-ta aMı eternally bound wıth hıs OW)] lıfe an 1SM Revıisıted (Melbourne: Scribe, 196; .JOY- The lıfe of the unıverse, OrSs STaLCS, 15 °the Peter Forsyth, Intellectualism and aıt!

11112111  K I of the Transcendent. 10 Ihe creation 15 Journal 1 anuary RI But Nıetzsche, of
consıderably MOTC than merely ‚0d’s PropertYyY. 11 COUTISC, belheves that he has 'OUunN|tı replacement for
15 hıs eternal delıght an the cCOoMMUNICAtTION the crucıfed Chriıst hımself! Friedrich Nıetzsche,
C of hıs redemptive love. It 15 thıs lovıng dıvine GOE Homo How Becomees What Is (trans
wıll that forms the basıs of the afırmatıon of GICd- Hollıngdale; armondsworth Penguin, 1972
t10N’s questions, mater1alıty anı cultures, and Just1- hever who has for hıs atheısm eC1-

Jürgen Ooltmann remınds °Is NOT CVCLY unbe-
fes the Church’s mi1ssıonN the world lo remaın
tiımıd aM unchallenged behind the r amparts ofOUTr 10N NOLT belhıeve theologıan 1 KO70Y: Atheısts who

AaVEe somethıng agalnst God and agalnst faıthOW communıtıes INaYy ffer alse of SCCU- usually know VC well whom and what theyrnıty, wıth consıderabily less rısk of brunsiıng, but 1t rejecting, and ave theır LTCASONS Nıetzsche’sdenı1es us the opportumty of hearıng .0d’s word 1n book The Antiıchrıst has lot teach about S
unexpected places, of the Church being reformed, Christianıty.’ Jürgen oltmann, Godless cologyrenewed and recalled DYy that word, and of reform- (Cıted 28 June 2006 Onlıne http://www.religion-ıng, renewıng and recallıng OUrTr WOT. Ifs cultures onlıne.org/showarticle.asp?title =2007). See also,
and Its thought the obedıience ofChrist. 108 Here., ıchel Hart “Nıetzsche and the etamorphosıs
Forsyth’s daughter, Jessıie Forsyth Andrews, taıth- of the Dıvıne”, »”st-Secular Phalosophy: Between
fully echoes her father’s thoughts when che offers 2  S  y and Theology (ed ON London

thıs challenge: CIf’ 4S belıeve, r COST LLOTC outledge, E
Hermann Weigand, TheModern SEN. Reconsid-redeem the world than CrEATE it;, INaYy NOT eratım (New York Dutton Co., 1251n humilıty fiınd somethıng the redemp- It 15 ofdebate whether Nıetzsche cshould bet1ve wherever wıth hıgh PUrLrDOSC set ourselves read xpressing damental ındıgnatıon wıthbring order OUT of confusıon whether 1t be lıte He probably 'ould have rejected such claım

broken lıfe, bewiıildered COUNTY, torn and hımself, preferring SCC Sse. predominantlystricken world)’. 10 posttıve figure, sayıng ‘YCS’ the WOTr. VCN he
contradıcts 1ıt.Ihe dıvıne SPCTET 15 neıther wıth the phıloso-

pher 1107 wıth the poet-prophet.*** whereas Henrık sen, “Ihe Verse Orıhugınally wriıtten
Nıetzsche and sen only iıdentify the problem, German 1877 Quoted etil ensehaugen,
Forsyth pomts us Chrıst We ould CE: Henrıik Thsen Doet, (Cıted July 2006
be fools NOT lısten and learn from sen anı http //www.newagebd.com/2006 /)jan/27/lıt.html);

See T1an Johnston, “CThe Dangerous Seductions ofhıs But whereas 1n Ibsen SCC longıng
for home, only Forsyth’s gospel of blood-soaked the Past Ibsen’s Counter-Diıscourse odernıty”,

Odernısm In European Drama. Ibsen, Strindberg,Can fınally Cal there, and there 1o 4randello, EC| (ed. er Innes;Ibsen and us today, Forsyth 5SdaYy5S, “Ihe pract1- Jloronto: Unıiversity of Toronto Press, 15:cal solution of lıfe Dy the soul 15 outsıde lıfe Ihe Alan Reynolds Ompson, “bsen Psychoanato-CSUINY of experience 15 beyond ıtself. Ihe lınes of mıs UCATLONA I Theatre Journal 3, No March,
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anythıng dıstract the publıc’s impression that hıs
Janko Lavrın, Ibsen and Hıs Creatıon: Ihe plays portrayed segmcnt of e ıfe For sen,
Strength of hıs ©  CSS  U The New Age. ekly thıs Mea; that there should be ther plays, NOr

of Polatıcs, Laterature, and 24, No. orchestral MUSIC, performed eıther before after
(I'hursday, anuarYy, 140 hıs plays, VCNn in between SCCNCS, lest they SCIVC

distractiıon and compromise the SCI1I5C that whatOf COUISC, Ibse:  ns tragedy and comedy stood VC
closely ogether. See Robın Young, “Ibsen and happenıng glımpse into the real
me TheSCompanıon ISEN (ed. also explaıns Ibsen’s fussıness about whıch

cFarlane; ambrıdge: Cambridge University ACTOTS procured hıch parts and why he iınsısted
Press, 58-67; Jorn Hemmer, “Ibsen and the that certaın ACTOTS be gıven partıcular roles, whether

it be maJor Mınor role.Realıstıic Problem Drama’, 1ın The LGgeE (om-
16Danıon ISEN. (ed McFHarlane; ambrıdge Cam- See Peter Forsyth, “The Pessimism oft Mr OMAas

bridge Universıity Press, 68-88 Hard London narterly Revıecw 118 (October
eıgand,ErN Ibsen, 126 193-219; OrS “Ireatment”, 105-6
Also known as An NEMN CLE the play first F7 Brown, OVSY:  Y Prophet Töday

(Philadelphia: Westmuinster Press, 134performed t1anıa, 13 January 1883
18Quoted Northam, “Dramatıc and Non-Dramatıc
19

Forsyth, 7ireatment; 112
Poetry’, Miıller ArSUCS that NEMY of the People 15 Forsyth, “ Ireatment’, 115 Nıetzsche wriıtes, °In
really about Ibse  1s belıef that there such thıng t1anıty neıther moralıty NOTLr relıgı0n OMCc

truth and that ıt bears somethıng lıke holıness into CONTaACT wıth realıty AL pomt.‘ Friedrich
wıthın ıt, regardless of the COST its dıscovery f Nıetzsche, Wilight the Tdols and The Antı-Chrıist

(trans Hollıngdale; Harmondsworth Penguin,ONC MOMENT entaıls the job of the elıte 15
guard and explaın that olıness wıthout COMPTFO- 125 and, “Christianıty from the begin-
M1se stint. Arthurer “Ibsen and the IIrama nıng, essentially and fundamentally, lıfe’s Ca and
of Loday”, ın The AM Companuon LO Thsen (ed dısgust wıth lıfe, merely concealed behind, mMmMas

McFHarlane; Cambridge: Cambrıdge Unıiversity bDy, esse‘| up faıth “another” “better” lıfe?
FEriedrich Nıetzsche, The Bırth Tragedy (transPress, 1994), 229 SUSPECL that ıfsen lacked TCV-

CCC for thıs ‘somethıng lıke holıness’ then For- Kaufmann; New York ıntage Books, >
syth ould NOT have been interested Aat Z 15-6; John De Gruchy, Chrıstuanivy,
ote Janko Lavrın, Ibsen and Hıs Creatıon: and Transformatuon eologıca. Aesthetıcs In the

Ihe Struggle wıth the Aideals The NewAge. Struggle for Justiwce briıdge Cambrıidge Uniıver-
SIty Press, 15-  Xkekly Revıcw of Politics, Literature, and 24,

No. ursday March, 1919 2728
vAl

OrSs  > SOCLELY, 100
Peter Forsyth, The Church, the spe: and OCKE: Forsyth, “Ireatment’, 115
London Independent Press, Forsyth, Preaching, 103

41 Sımpson, Forsyth: TIhe Prophet of Judg 23 See Kevın Vanhoozer, The Drama0l
ment”, 5 (1951 152 Pastoral minıstry placed Canonıcal Linguastiu Abpproach 1Un cology

(Louisville: Westmuinster John Knox Press,Forsyth CONTACLT wıth amned souls’? through
9-6hıch he Ca SCC that there tragıc element

of lıfe  „ namely ouilt. 1C)| the lıberal gospel had Miıller, “Ibsen’, 231
posıtıve word for. 75 Forsyth, Intellectualism and Faıth”, 519: Peter
Peter OTrSs Posıtipe eachıng and Modern Forsyth, The rucualı the ( vOSS London

Hodder Stoughton, 119Mind. The Lyman Beecher Lecture reaching, Yale
University, 1907 London Hodder Stoughton, Forsyth, Justificatun, 210

228 OIrS reaching, 103
13 ındebted Irevor Hart for assoclatıng thıs 28 Forsyth, reachmng, 104

metaphor wıth the atonemen OrsPreaching, 105 Forsyth’s criticısm of Ibsen
also extends over-indıiıyidualıistic tendencıes,'Ors Preaching, DA

15 Peter OrSs “Ibsen’s Ireatment of Guuiultr”, hıs misdıagnosıs of the relatıonshıp between human
Hıbbert Journal (October 106 Sımılarly, and SraCIOUS redemption, and hıs aılure
Forsyth could aVe turned Dostoevsky who HE: reveal the holy because of analytıc rather than
surprisingly, does NOT mentıon of hıs books prophetic analysıs of the human condıtıion. See For-
See also Peter \OTrS “Henrık sen.  D Revıecw syth, “Ireatment”, O-12, 117-8, 12
of The Lafe Hern Ibsen, by enrık Jaeger,

+ ]
OrSs  „ “Ireatment’, 126

Clara Bell” Independent, erary supplement (6 George H:  - ‘ Iragedy the Theology of For-
AaTrC) When it Was gıven the syth”, ın /ustice the Irune and Only Essays the
Swediısh August Lindberg dırect .host and Lafe and Theologyer Taylor 'OVSY' (ed.

Edınburgh: A OL GClark; SEplay SV; sen stıpulate: that he NOLT Want
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Ors “Ireatment‘ 121 excıted that Ibsen MaYy aVC perceived somethıng
33 OTrS Ireatment‘ 122 of the he ıdentifies through

Peter OrSs The Justification of God Lectures for the mouth of erd Cor 29) che
War T ime Chrıstian Theodicy (London Inde- around and confesses that the tree of the

thıs thıng that | Was one long VCAaLS ago hıe
25

pendent Press 209
Iragedy’', 95 taught her by her ather when che lıttle, and

Frank Brown, Religious Aesthetacs, T heologıcal that the CS Brand hımself ı really “that Man
Study of Makıng anı Meanıng (Princeton Prince- the Savıour.’ (ıbıd . D
ton Unıiversıity Press 1989), quoted Theologı- 572 Nıetzsche SA W somethıng of thıs “‘But he had
cal Aesthetics Reader (ed Ihıessen rand dıe er sterben | he looked wıth CYCS that SAaW

Rapıds Wm FEerdmans 268 everythıing he SAaW the depths and abysses of
Peter Forsyth Chrıst Parnassus Lectures 11a5 en grace and uglıness Hıs P1CYy

C and COWAY (New York er and knew cshame he 1NTLO MVY dırtıest COrNers

Stoughton cf 106 108-9 196 hıs MOST CUT10U0U5 MOST OVer- 1mportunatc OVCI-

200 231 234-5 24() 250 compassmnate god had dıe He always Sa

Nıcholas Wolterstorfft. ın ÄActıon OWANı Chrıs desıred take reVCNSC such WILTNESS CaSC

Lan Aesthetic (Carlısle Solway, See also lıve myself. 'Ihe god who SaW everythıing, Vn

alvın Seerveld, Bearıng VES| lıve Leaves Alterna- thıs god had dıe 1Er MUSSTE sterben |! Man
LIVE CDS nderstandıng (Carlısle Pıquant could NOT endure that such WI| lıve

7 21 alvın Seerveld, Ramnbows the Nıetzsche Zarathustra, TL
53 sen, VANı FEr Gynt 250 Ihe author of JohnFallen World (Ioronto uppehce Press FEL

155 (and 16) defines that love 10 °In
Henrık sen The Oxford Tbsen, OUME VANı love NOLT that aVe OVE.| God but that he
Peere cCFrarlane trans Kırkup and OVE\ and SENT hıs S0n bee

FTYy; London xfor: Unıiversıty TESS VA/AÄN
Henrık sen Emberor and Galılean World His-

4() Miller, sen AD Drama (trans er London Wıllıam
4 1 Forsyth Justification 208 Heınemann, 213 { hıs sen IMNOSLT Hege-

ote: eıgand, Modern Thsen 2003 ıan play. See Bjorn Hemmer, “Ibsen and Hıstorical
ote: eıgand, Modern SEn 2()3 Drama The Aam) Companıuon Thsen (ed
Ihe lıne *the eart O0k of the hıdden taken from CcFrarlane Cambridge Cambrıidge Universıty
sen POCIT TIThe Mıner Wrırtfen 1851 Henrik Press 12
sen LIyrıcs mMSThsen (trans Garrett 55 Ors reaching 228
New York Dutton Miıchael See Rom 2 Cor. /:9-11 2 Pet
eyer translates the lıne the heart chamber of Ibsen.  “ ranıld, Peer &D
what hıes en Miıchael eyer Henrik TIbhsen The 58 OU!: the text does NOT ındıcate such and IT

Makıng of a Dramaltıst 1828 1864 London Rupert ould lıterally be based the sılent
Hart-Davıs See also John ortham CS between the lınes 1T Inay be possıble arguc
“\DDramatıc and Non-Dramatıc Poetry The ( am- that Gr does ındeed forgıveness and-
brudge Companıon TIhsen (ed McFHFarlane Cam- cılıatıon the of Solveıg NOLT how the
bridge Cambridge Unıiversıity TESS VOUNSCI SO  3 Luke 15 DTaACC the wordless

45 embrace of the er however Tremaın UDNCOIMN-FEriedrich Nıetzsche TmMas poke Zarathustra Book
Everyone and No0 (trans Hollıngdale vinced of thıs mterprctaüon of the play’s ending

London engunm 02 Henrıksen, Peer Gynt (trans Sharp;on
Forsyth S0CLELY, 1172 Den:  ONs 24 ]

4/ Heb 11 10 Peter OrSs Revelatıon and the Person of
45 hrıst' Al and Criticısm SaNS Congrega-Peter Forsyth, God the Holy Father Blackwood

New Creatıon Iıcatıons 10 11 tionalısts London Simpson 1LOW Marston 18953),
Peter Forsyth ISLafe and the Next The ffec: 100
Thıs Lafe of Faıth Another (London Independent 61 sen, VAanNı PEr Gynt 421
TESS 1946) Peter Forsyth The reachıng of Jesus and the Gospel
Peter OIrS The ChrıstianEthic of War (London hrıst Blackwood New Creatiıon Publiıcatiıons
Ongmans Green, 171

51 Ibsen Brand Peer Gynt JA Sıgnıificantly, these 63 OrSs “Ireatment‘ 109
words OLNC OUFT of the mouth NOLT of Brand, but Forsyth, “Ireatment‘ 105
of Gerd, the mad SYPSY gırl who T1 Brand Forsyth, Ireatment‘ 106 Speakıng at erdeen
1iNfo ZOINS wıth her the 1ICcC urch? the I1L1OUMN- Universıity 1906 ors reflected hıs student
Laıns But Just when the Chrıstian reader miıght get days 11} Tones from the solemn masks of the
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1}reec dramatiısts taught viıbrate wıth the OC
of man’s collısıon wıth fate We begun acquıre 83 DPs 24:1; Jn 16:33 Thıs does NOT i111CcCaAanN the Sa-
the SCMNSC of the world’s ragedy. Shakespeare bore t10Nn of the eed for discernment. Cor. 10:23-31

upOoNn the coNNection of tragedy and dest1iny, Irevor agınıng vangelıc ITheology,,
the moral of doom, the iınterplay of SIN and FEvangelical Fautures: Conversatum 1 heologıcal
SO ETV We sStOOd before the old anomaly ofe Method (ed Stackhouse, IT rand P1
the PIty, the terror, the mystcry, the enormity of it Leicester/ Vancouver: Baker Books/Inter-Varsıty

We eEArNE!| NOT only the COSMIC problem of the ress/Regent ege Publıshing, 194 See
Vi  \ but the moral problem of the sage.‘ Peter also 19/-8
Ors Princıpal OrS Church and Un1i- 85 Forsyth, Parnassus, 232

86versıity: Strikıng Address’, EVYdEeeN VEE Press (24 See Forsyth, Parnassus, 22001
September B} Reprinted three days later OrSs sa1d of 'oetrY, lıke S

V1TAS| Congregatuonalıst (2Z/ Septem  T, 1906 MUST aVEe dırect end outsıde ıtself, DE outsıde
21a2 recCent book, aVl argucs that the of realısıng the beautiful by ınward
Johann Sebastıan Bach 15 “the greatest of Chrıstian ımages, and excıting the appropriate emotlions.
eologıans’”. See Davıd The CAU: of the ımpresses, 1t does NOT CONVeErT proselytise. It
Infinite. The Aesthetics Chrıstian TIruth ran had another then there ould be SUDICINC
Rapıds Wm kerdmanss, 2003), 28R TM ends before 16 and OUrTt of theır collısıon WONL.
Ors °“ Ireatmenr”, 106 HOE dıscord fatal ıf both ends WEIC NOT
Oors “ Ireatmenr’, 106 SUDICMC, ould become INCAaNs onily, and NOT

68 Forsyth, - Arecatment., 1193 RR end ıtself. It ould become INCAaNs of edıfy
'OorSs Ireatmenrt’, 106 ıng rel1ıg10uUs WdY. that for WOU. be

76 Forsyth, ° Ireatment”, 106-/; Ors OCLE: degradatıon, SCC the Cas! of multıtude
102 On the relatıonshıp between Ibsen and Shake- of elıg100s pıctures and tunes 1f the relıg100s eftfect
ark SCC Koht, “Shakespeare and sch  v 15 TMOStL, degraded, and Relıgion, the

SEN. CollectuomVLSaNS (ed Fielde; en NOT served. Poetry, therefore. MUST NOT

7
Englewood Chfts Prentice-Hall,; 41-51 at dıstinctly and ırectly relıg100s eftfect It has
See Forsyth, Jesus, rel1g10US element, and ıt has relıg10Us eftfect. But

B OrSs “Revelatıon and the Person of Chrisrt”, 5172 these incıdental.? OrS  S Parnassus, 251
88 Peter Forsyth, The Church and the Sacraments

/3 %6rsyth‚ OCLE: yO2: Forsyth, Jesus, 91 (London: Independent Press, 45 ors
75

OrSs “ Ireatmentf”, 1411 critical of the trend for theologıans 11-
enrık Ibsen, A Rhyme-Letter”, Ihsen Onota der the dıstiınctives of the gospel the culture ın
LONS (Cıted July 2006 nlıne http://www.1ibsen. effort accommoOdate the latest He
net/ındex.gan?ıd= 1081& subıid0 Vıgdıs 'Ote: 1 The Church ] SCCI115 at tımes INOTrC COMN-

stas “Suucıdes Ibse:  1 s plays’ (Cıted July 2006 cerned adapt the gospel than preach 1ts full-
nlıne http://www.med.ul0.no/1psy/ssf£/engelsk/ NCSS, bring It OWN people’s eve than
MEeNU«  e/Ysta: ‚%20%22About) Ihıs bring them it rather commend
15 NOT be confused wıth “Rhyme Letter’ wrıtten the gospel the atural than set the Natu-

FEru Heıberg Dresden, FEaster-week IS Z ral the carchlıght of the gospel.’ Peter
76 OrSs “JTreatment, 171 OIrSs "Lay Relıgion”, C(onstructme uarterly

remınded ere of God’s COIICETN for the ecember 779
8natıons cultures of the WOT| (Mk 13:10; Rev. Forsyth, Preaching,

Z  5 and that G0d’s COVeENANT PUrpOSC for Peter Forsyth, The Princıple of Authority In
the creation ıncludes peoples. CcEl through LUn Certauinvy, Sanctıty and OCLE: An Essay IN the
Jesus natıons, cultures, wıll Ome the Phalosophy of Experimental 19g10N London Inde-
obedience of faıth hope Rom pendent Press, 1952); 276716:26,

O1
78

hence Cor. 9-23) DPeter OrS and New.: SEYTMONS
Oors  ‘ reaching, 104 and AÄAddresses (ed John Huxtable; London Inde-

79 OorSs reaching, 104 pendent Press, 45; Walter Shenk. Wrıte
80 Kaufmann, *Ibsen’s Conception of Truth’, the Visıon: The Church Renewed Valley Forge Irın-

TIhsen: Collectıon Cyıtical SaNS (ed Fielde; Ity Press International, 6, 16-/7, Peter
Leıthart, AÄAgainst Christuanity Moscow: Canon

81
NZ1CWOO Clıfts Prentice-Hall, 1965),
Nıetzsche, Zarathustra, 149 Press,

872 OrSs (DiIICE eferred the secular unıversıty See OrSs Authorıtty, 145-6, 166 174; Peter
schoolmaster bring the world’s hrıst and Forsyth, al 'eedom and the Fauture London

leave wıth ther refuge than the Cross). For- Hodder Stoughton, S} OrSs Parnas-
syth. “Princıpal Forsyth Church Unıiversıity”, SS , V1l, Forsyth, eaching, /6-84, 59, 135:
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Forsyth, 10N, OrSs Sacraments, /8; Press, 26; Sacraments, 12% 535-4,
116; Peter OTrSs The Work of Chrıst London 102 Much ofwhat 15 acclaımed °Christian art” etrays
Hodder Stoughton, D  oyI overly realısed eschatology and iınadequate

903 Peter OrSs “Ihe Soul of Chrıst and the (Cross theology of Holy Saturday, and of the entire
of Chrıst”. London Onmnarterly Reviecw 116 (October TIrduum Sacrum. Hereın hıes challenge Chriıs-
I9 193 194 tıan artısts explore what ınsıghts tragedy (and
Forsyth, Sacraments, 185 comedy) mıgh! ffer that ıntımate Beyond
Forsyth, aNeEr, whiıch the meta-drama miıght continue. hope

1:20: ct. Forsyth, Sacraments, 196-7 explore these quest10ons in subsequent
9”/ Friedrich Nıetszche, The Gay SCLIENCE: Wıth Prel- 103 Ihıs lıne 15 taken from Wıllıam Shakespeare, The

ude In GeErman Rhymes and Appendiux of SONgS Wınter?s Tale (ed. Kermode; New York Sıgnet),
(ed. Wılliams; trans Nauckhoff; Cambridge: Act S, Scene S Lıne
Cambridge Unversity Press 109, 120; 104 rsyth, Jesus, 23° ct. Forsyth, Sacraments, 82
Nıetzsche, Zarathustra, 31-2, 41  >5 144 105 OrSs  „ Justification, 107 See also L26?! Peter

Forsyth’s day, incarnatıonal ecologıans WEeEIC OrSs "Immanence and Incarnatıon”, The
those (largely neco-Hegelıans who embraced the AA and the New T heology (ed Vıne
incarnatıon the domınant eologıc motif, but London Sampson Low Marston, 1907)); 48
(practically) rejected the atonemen! Today, there 106 Forsyth, Justification,

Man Y who WOU en themselves “ncar- 107 Forsyth, Justification, 75
108 Cor. 10  onatıonal theologıans who do NOLT 1gnore the Impor-

CanCce, and VCnNn cen  y of the atonemen! MyYy 109 Jessıe Andrews, CJJIn A0 by Itself”” Congrega-eriticısm 15 of the former kın SOINC of whom zr  z tıonal narterly (Aprıl, 1923 161; OrSseXISt today. Just atıon,
See Forsyth’s dıscussıon thıs question Forsyth,
Parnassus, 244- AT

110 Forsyth, /ustification, 139 NOT ere suggesting
that abandon phılosophical ENqUY. Nor

100 Forsyth, eaching, 61 suggesting that al 0Pt McHFague’s ıdea that
101 Forsyth consıdered OTr War be ON do theology poetically INCAaNsSs that MUS  r COMN-

complacent Church that had preach, Ce1Ive of Scripture NOLT revelatıon of istorical
and ımplıcate the prea‘ of, the that 1S, facts and theo-hiıstorical but IMNeTrCc human
human evıl and rıghteousness. He stated that metaphor escribiıng the dıyıne-human relatıon-
the “caused by stian natıon’s cynıcal shıp Sallı.  'a cFague, aphorica T heology:negatıon of world-conscience.” Jesus, 89 cf. Justrv of God In Reluguous Language London Press,
ficatıon, 25; 100-2, 9-30; War, 11 Peter 1983
Forsyth, The Soul 'ayer (London: dependent 111 Forsyth, /ustification, 212 213

NEW ROM )ATERNOSTE

Barth and vangelıc Theology
Convergences and Divergences

Sung Wook Chung Edıtor)
internatıonal LCamM of cholars examıne the themes of revelatıon, Scripture, the Irınıty, creati1on,provıdence, evil,; UumanıtYy, S1N, 1SstOlogy, Sacraments, the UrC) gdom, eschatology and L1O11-

Christian elıg10ns the work of Ba:  A wıde-ranging evangelıc: ASSCSSTINENT of critical cologıan.
Dr Sung Woo Chung 15 Assıstant Professor of Christian Theology Denver SeminarYy, Colorado, USA.
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