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dıscussıon of uUusSCc of the word sıgn OVCT werden, eıner der rößten Pfingstgemeinden In
| ondon. | Dieses Buch ljefert eınen interessanten iInDlıc Inagalnst the word “miracle? sed by the other CValN-

gelısts. die soziologische Untersuchung zeitgenössischer Religion
Attention the (potent. offensıveness of und religiöser Phänomene.
such Ihe 1Ssue of antı-Judaism ıgnored.
In conclusıon it be sa1d that thıs 15 sound CVall- RESUMF

gelıcal COMMECNTAFY whiıch NOT VC user-friendly. OICI UNe etude sociologique des opiInıons eschatologi-
Mark Edwards’ book 15 totally dıfferent It 15 NOLT QUCS, notamment millenaristes, adoptees dans ’Eglise de

tradıtiıonal ComMmeNntary but CS of COMMENTS aN! ensigton Temple, ’une des Eglises pentecÖtistes les plus
Iımportantes de | ondres. Ce livre OUS donne dDEICUreflections by DPreviOUSs readers. Ihe mater1a|] covered
sant des Etudes sociologiques SUr 1es religionswıll overlap wıth that the ser1es AÄncıent hrıs-

L11an Commentary Scripture (tOo hıch WAarı hımself contemporalnes et les phenomenes religieux.
contrıibuted the volume Galatians-Philıppirans), but

the present volume WAar'ı also ooks at medieval Thıs book 15 examınatıon of eschatological belıefsand modern-critical SOUTCCS, ıncludıng COMPOSCIS and
AT the Lturn of the mıllennıum Kensington Temple,BRrıtish He shows erudıtion; yeL the result-

ng mıshmash ofOp1N10Ns 15 NOT complete COMMENEK; pentecostal church London. Ihe author utıilıses
but ser1es ofJottings from times and places. field research and interprets Maftfers from sociologıcal

perspective. Ihe study 15 ıntroduced chapter ONCAccordıng the edıtors, the aCKWEe. ser1es 15 based
chapter LWO, Thompson 1SCUSSsESs why people choosethe ıdea that the 1StOry of the interpretation of TT

belıeve millenarıan from the perspective15 Just ımportant 1ts orıgınal meanıng (1x) wards
WOL SCCITHN dısagree for hıs brief “Introduction of ub-cultural devıance, ratiıonal choıice theory and
he 15 far from uncritical regardıng the materı1al he has diısconfirmatıon by experiment. 'Ihe chapter dıs-

CUuSSCS Pentecostalısm’s relatıon eschatology, notingcollected. Ihe sa1d introduction Q1veSs ACCOUNT of hıs
SOTMC of Ifs hıstorıical evelopment wıth ıts IMOVCcho1ices and 1ıt 15 also VC condensed hıstory of the

interpretation of Spe. whı 15 only under- towards routinızatıon instıtutionalısatıon, and Ifs
standable for those who already know what Edwards especı1ally present) dıversity and dıfferences from such
1S talkıng about Ihe author apparently lıves WOT| VIEWS dıspensationalısm and damentalısm. Ihe

fourth apter describes and yses the organısatıonwıthout evangelıcals for although he rpOTrtSs
“tll e best of modern hıstorıical research” he Managcs and charısmatıc theology of nsıngton Temple. Ihe

1gnore Morris, ‚malley, Carson Blomberg (The chapter ooks into the varıetles of millenarıan
Hıstorical Reliability of John Gospel, Lei1icester: Apollos, Kensington JTemple AaSe\ questionnaıre. Ihe

chapter makes few aAsCcC studıes of Strong muille-Namnc Just few. teaı he( Sweden-
arıan belıevers the congregation, analyses the PSV-borg, Jung, and Taylor for whom the

Gospel allegory of the zodiıac. No wonder that Ology of these people the CONTEXT of theır belıefs  5
in the acknowledgements WAar«ı WAarns the reader and attempts relate millenarıan demographic
be prepared for great deal that tangential, factors. 'Ihe seventh apter analyses how the eaders

and the congregatiıon of the Kensington Temple elatedfalse, misleadıng bızarre
the change of the mıllennıum SOIIC fivePaeter J. alleman, Englam:l Ihe chapter draws the study ogether. Oompson

concludes that there 15 dıversıity of mıillenarıan belıef
the congregation, and MOST people do NOTLT consıder

Waitıng for Antichrist: Charısma andApocalypse ıt factor that dırectly affects them For IThompson,
ın N Pentecostal Church the margınalısatıon of such of SCCU-

larısatıon, pull towards the socıetal theDamıan Ompson modern WOT|
OT on Universıity Press, 2005, 216 Ihe maın strength of the book 15 ıts applıcatıon of

ISBN 0-19-517856-4 sociological analysıs Ihıs provıdes INany insıghts into
UMMARY the study of relıgıon, and the overall thesıs has much

contrıbute OUr understandıng. However, 1tsociological study of millenarian and other eschatological be ‚ked whether partıcular sociologıc: theoryVIEWS held In the congregatiıon of Kensington Temple, ONe
of | ondon’s largest Pentecosta! churches. This book gIives explaın everythıng. For example, OIICc could ask whether

Interesting nsight Into the sociological| study of contem- possıble CONVIıctı1ON about the of 1SsUe
‚Ways be tied CONCCDL of ratiıonal choıicereligion and religious phenomena. (Ihompson ESSCIICC follows ratiıonal cho1ice cOrY);

ZUSAM  -ASSUNG and thıs has dırect for example, people’s exper1-
Fine soziologische Studie Von milleniaristischen und ande- C of the 1viıne and resultıng ethıcal COoNvıctiıon and
ren eschatologischen Ansichten, die In ensigton Temple actıon VCN ar grcat person: COST (such act1ıon based
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ethıcal CONVvıctı1on 15 of COUISC NOT Iımıted rel1g10Us lestament (Or the Hebrew 1  ©: wıth few occasıonal
people). Also, whıle Ompson has faırly lear OVCT- references the New Testament well) Crenshaw takes

pıcture of relevant eologıc 1SSUES, SONMNIC synchronic approach where aspects of the problem
which theologıan could aVve brought in perhaps dıyıded Into sect10nNs wıthın hıch possıble ANSWETS

dıscussed. Ihe YSst sect1on consıders the ofJlackıng For example, 1It miıght have ecn elpful
pomt OUT that the millenarıan and quest10ns enyıng ex1istence. TIhe second dıscusses <h
described the book, 1ıle of COUTSC havıng relevance monotheiısm and the problem of attrıbuting evıl

Jay believers, ATIC largely abandone: sSer10us CONTEM- other gods thıs CONTEXT. Ihe thırd takes o0k at the
CONCCPL of Satan Ihe fourth 15 about putting the blamePOTarYy professional theologiıcal dıscussıi0ons. Also, SOINC

aspects of bıblıcal studıes IO A representat1ions human treedom 'Ihe dıscusses the 1SSUES of JUS-
of sıngle, VcCcn Ooften quıite promınent cologıans and tice and INCICY character basıs for dealıng
INaYy NOT reveal the breadth of varıety of opınıons, wıth the WOT'! Ihe o0Oks 1Nto S  ering avıng
debates about the drawn Fınally, mınor dıscıplınary and nurtur1ng function. Ihe seventh

the CONCCPLT of see1ıng uffering punıshment of S1N.poımnt, tSs of the statıstical analysıs chapter S1IX
seemed be AaSE| rather small dıfferences and thıus Ihe eighth consıders whether S  ering could be SCCH

ONC miıght be slıghtly Caut1l10us about them Aat face atonemMeN! for 11C else. The nınth dıiscusses the
alue (e.g. the conclusıions 135 SCCIN be ASEC\ central 1SSsuUe of00. forward avıng Jus-

tice the afterlıfe Ihe tenth dıscusses the proposıtiıonrather small dıfferences). But, these criticısms asıde,
VIEW, definıtely go0od book worth readıng. of the inscrutabilıty of WaYS from the perspective

Pekka Piıtkänen, Cheltenham, England of umans. Fınally, the Jeventh section consıders the
suggestion that God 15 beyond theodicy, OWINg nothıng

humans Crenshaw then concludes that ONC poss1ıble
WaAY of(070) into COcould be SC lıfe gıft

Defending Bıblıcal Responses the Problem from God and uUumans debtors, therefore humans
of Evıl love God wıthout expecting anythıng

Ihe book of VC) academıc eCvVe and 15 NOTJames Crenshaw, for the faınthearted OLIC WEEIC approach ıf from
xfOr« Oxford University Press, 2005, 275 faıth perspective. CSSCNCC, Crenshaw completely dıs-

h/b, £,22.99, ISBN 0-19-5 14002-38 assembles the Hebrew belıief SYStem into seft of human
UMMARY projections about whole, the book 15 VC well

argued and ra1ıses (or restates!) number of problemsThis study of the age-old roblem of theodicy IS largely that about the test1monYy ofthe Old Tes-based the careful study of the Old JTestament DYy
Wisdom scholar of SOTMNME tanding Crenshaw takes SyS- partıcular mMust aCEe ON  m WAantTts tackle

rEC. problems relatıng cCOo Ihe exegetical work
ematıc approac and examınes Varlous ISSUES connected and the reflections VC ınteresting and stimulatıngith the whole question of human suffering and the char- However, thıs reviewer ould NOLT quıte share Cren-
acter of God chaw’s pessimısm. For CXample, OI1Cc miıgh; read Romans
ZUSAMMENFASSUNG 5-21: PasSsagc hıch Crenshaw does NOT refer,
Jese Arbeit über das uralte Theodizee-Problem hasiert AaSse\ exıistentı1al COMMItTMENT rather than logıc

such mıght remınd ONC of Crenshaw’s Chaptergrößtenteils auf eınem sorgfältigen tudium des Alten
10, however). It also worth noting that, ınterestingly,estamen UrC| eınen Fachmann für Weisheitsliteratur

VOoN\Nn gewisser Bedeutung. Crenshaw wählt eınen ma- hıle Crenshaw speaks agalnst the logıicalıty of the bıblı-
tischen nsatz und untersucht verschiedene rragen, die In cal representation, he nevertheless admıts that he feels

drawn Dy 1It 182)Verbindung der SaNZEN Frage des menschlichen | eides TIhe presentation of the book 15 somewhat Crypticund des Charakters es stehen.
RESUME places renshaw'’s OW!] COMMECNTS the Preface,

V111), but only the eVe does NOT
ette Stude du probleme seculaire de Ia theodicee OUS detract from clear presentation OIe. the SAaLıılc

vien d’un specialiste d’envergure de Ia litterature sapıen- tıme, the book makes entertaınıng read wıth SOINC

tiale el on SUr UuNne etude miınutieuse de ‘Ancien Jes- delıghtful and SNADDY COMMENTS especıially towards the
tament. Crenshaw adopte ICI uNne approche systematique en! of the Dbook, Vcn SOIMNC people less accustomed
VOUT border divers problemes N Ia question de la ealıng wıth problems relatıng CO  CYy mıgh
souffrance humaine el celle du Caractere de Jeu them slıghtly offensıve OCCAS1ONS. ere WEIC

number of places where NOT necessarıly wıth
renshaw’s exegetical readıngs, the CXAC AaS1Ss for whı  ‘5

James renshaw'’s Defending God dıgest of unfortunately, the book 15 Man WaVS ges of
lıtetıme of study (p V111) ıt, he tackles the age-old work and thınkıng OVCI long, per10d of tıme. Was often
problem ofcobased examınatıon ofthe Old NOLT referenced much miıght AaVe been desıred
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