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ethıcal CONVvıctı1on 15 of COUISC NOT Iımıted rel1g10Us lestament (Or the Hebrew 1  ©: wıth few occasıonal
people). Also, whıle Ompson has faırly lear OVCT- references the New Testament well) Crenshaw takes

pıcture of relevant eologıc 1SSUES, SONMNIC synchronic approach where aspects of the problem
which theologıan could aVve brought in perhaps dıyıded Into sect10nNs wıthın hıch possıble ANSWETS

dıscussed. Ihe YSst sect1on consıders the ofJlackıng For example, 1It miıght have ecn elpful
pomt OUT that the millenarıan and quest10ns enyıng ex1istence. TIhe second dıscusses <h
described the book, 1ıle of COUTSC havıng relevance monotheiısm and the problem of attrıbuting evıl

Jay believers, ATIC largely abandone: sSer10us CONTEM- other gods thıs CONTEXT. Ihe thırd takes o0k at the
CONCCPL of Satan Ihe fourth 15 about putting the blamePOTarYy professional theologiıcal dıscussıi0ons. Also, SOINC

aspects of bıblıcal studıes IO A representat1ions human treedom 'Ihe dıscusses the 1SSUES of JUS-
of sıngle, VcCcn Ooften quıite promınent cologıans and tice and INCICY character basıs for dealıng
INaYy NOT reveal the breadth of varıety of opınıons, wıth the WOT'! Ihe o0Oks 1Nto S  ering avıng
debates about the drawn Fınally, mınor dıscıplınary and nurtur1ng function. Ihe seventh

the CONCCPLT of see1ıng uffering punıshment of S1N.poımnt, tSs of the statıstical analysıs chapter S1IX
seemed be AaSE| rather small dıfferences and thıus Ihe eighth consıders whether S  ering could be SCCH

ONC miıght be slıghtly Caut1l10us about them Aat face atonemMeN! for 11C else. The nınth dıiscusses the
alue (e.g. the conclusıions 135 SCCIN be ASEC\ central 1SSsuUe of00. forward avıng Jus-

tice the afterlıfe Ihe tenth dıscusses the proposıtiıonrather small dıfferences). But, these criticısms asıde,
VIEW, definıtely go0od book worth readıng. of the inscrutabilıty of WaYS from the perspective

Pekka Piıtkänen, Cheltenham, England of umans. Fınally, the Jeventh section consıders the
suggestion that God 15 beyond theodicy, OWINg nothıng

humans Crenshaw then concludes that ONC poss1ıble
WaAY of(070) into COcould be SC lıfe gıft

Defending Bıblıcal Responses the Problem from God and uUumans debtors, therefore humans
of Evıl love God wıthout expecting anythıng

Ihe book of VC) academıc eCvVe and 15 NOTJames Crenshaw, for the faınthearted OLIC WEEIC approach ıf from
xfOr« Oxford University Press, 2005, 275 faıth perspective. CSSCNCC, Crenshaw completely dıs-

h/b, £,22.99, ISBN 0-19-5 14002-38 assembles the Hebrew belıief SYStem into seft of human
UMMARY projections about whole, the book 15 VC well

argued and ra1ıses (or restates!) number of problemsThis study of the age-old roblem of theodicy IS largely that about the test1monYy ofthe Old Tes-based the careful study of the Old JTestament DYy
Wisdom scholar of SOTMNME tanding Crenshaw takes SyS- partıcular mMust aCEe ON  m WAantTts tackle

rEC. problems relatıng cCOo Ihe exegetical work
ematıc approac and examınes Varlous ISSUES connected and the reflections VC ınteresting and stimulatıngith the whole question of human suffering and the char- However, thıs reviewer ould NOLT quıte share Cren-
acter of God chaw’s pessimısm. For CXample, OI1Cc miıgh; read Romans
ZUSAMMENFASSUNG 5-21: PasSsagc hıch Crenshaw does NOT refer,
Jese Arbeit über das uralte Theodizee-Problem hasiert AaSse\ exıistentı1al COMMItTMENT rather than logıc

such mıght remınd ONC of Crenshaw’s Chaptergrößtenteils auf eınem sorgfältigen tudium des Alten
10, however). It also worth noting that, ınterestingly,estamen UrC| eınen Fachmann für Weisheitsliteratur

VOoN\Nn gewisser Bedeutung. Crenshaw wählt eınen ma- hıle Crenshaw speaks agalnst the logıicalıty of the bıblı-
tischen nsatz und untersucht verschiedene rragen, die In cal representation, he nevertheless admıts that he feels

drawn Dy 1It 182)Verbindung der SaNZEN Frage des menschlichen | eides TIhe presentation of the book 15 somewhat Crypticund des Charakters es stehen.
RESUME places renshaw'’s OW!] COMMECNTS the Preface,

V111), but only the eVe does NOT
ette Stude du probleme seculaire de Ia theodicee OUS detract from clear presentation OIe. the SAaLıılc

vien d’un specialiste d’envergure de Ia litterature sapıen- tıme, the book makes entertaınıng read wıth SOINC

tiale el on SUr UuNne etude miınutieuse de ‘Ancien Jes- delıghtful and SNADDY COMMENTS especıially towards the
tament. Crenshaw adopte ICI uNne approche systematique en! of the Dbook, Vcn SOIMNC people less accustomed
VOUT border divers problemes N Ia question de la ealıng wıth problems relatıng CO  CYy mıgh
souffrance humaine el celle du Caractere de Jeu them slıghtly offensıve OCCAS1ONS. ere WEIC

number of places where NOT necessarıly wıth
renshaw’s exegetical readıngs, the CXAC AaS1Ss for whı  ‘5

James renshaw'’s Defending God dıgest of unfortunately, the book 15 Man WaVS ges of
lıtetıme of study (p V111) ıt, he tackles the age-old work and thınkıng OVCI long, per10d of tıme. Was often
problem ofcobased examınatıon ofthe Old NOLT referenced much miıght AaVe been desıred
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order eCc theır valıdıty. However, agaln, such dıffer- RESUME
of 1e6W WEeIC NOT sufficıent cCas  —— anı y OU| Cet OUVTaAsSC rassemble des interpretations de cIe

the overall Og1C of the Maın of the book Ihe de [OUS les livres de 1a Bible, alnsı UJUC des ESSals SUr des
selectiıon of the aSPECIS of CO  CYy PCI the chapters questions supplementaires, adoptant un  D approche
15 LNOTIC of systematIıc ordering than ONMNC dırectly SUS- contextuelle. | es contributions emanent d’une equipe
geste Dy the bıblical evıdence, Vcn though, equaliy, the internationale dont les membres indiquent de facon
categorıes definıtely be SCCH arıse from the bıblıcal detaillee dans quel ıs ıtuent eux-memes,
materı1al. Fınally, felt that the conclusıon had aspects dans que!l ıs Oont choisi de sıtuer, Dartant du
that NOLT quıte tie wıth the preceding dıscussiıon,
but thıs 15 mMınor criticısm. princıpe UUC est QquUI uscıte et determine les

questions abordees ensulte dans le commentaırıre. ans lin-
whole, thıs 15 excellent work. ether NOT troduction, Danie! Patte DOSC bon nombre de questions

ONC wıth the conclusıions of the book, iıt 15 MUSFT nermeneutiques cruciales, auxquelles 1es Evangeliques ont
read for VOoN' wıshıng er10usly ook into the prob- AaUSS! apporter des reponses. Les commentaılres aident
lem of theodicy. le ecteur decouvrir dans le iblique des

Jusque-lä ignores et peuvent I faire rendre CONsSCIENCEPekka Pıtkänen, Cheltenham, England
YUC 565 DrODTES interpretations SONT elles aussı influen-
ees Dar le contexte dans leque! SITUE ul-meme. a
question de qu! alt Ia Validite d’une interpretation resteGlobal “ble Commentary cependant insuffisamment bordee

anıel Patte, Severino Croatto, 1cole
Wılkınson Duran et al. S Ihe pr esCcnt ONMNC volume COMMECNEK:; 15 tully contextualNashviılle Abıngdon, 2004 571 39, paperback. Its Oorlıentation. the ıntroduction the chıef edıtorISBN (0)-687/-06403- 1 anıel atte outlınes the ıdea and Purposc of thıs inter-

UMMARY national projJect. Ihe selectıon of the contrıibutors “seeks
The present volume gathers interpretations of all IDIICa approximate the geographical, denomiınatıonal, and
books (Or at least KeYy D,  ) and C5SdYy> additional gender ance of readers around the WOTr'|! today.
tOopICS from contextual perspective. TIhe internationa!* Book Reviews ®  order to check their validity. However, again, such differ-  RESUME  ences of view were not sufficient to cast any doubt as to  Cet ouvrage rassemble des interpretations de passages cle  the overall logic of the main argument of the book. The  de tous les livres de la Bible, ainsi que des essais sur des  selection of the aspects of theodicy as per the chapters  questions supple&mentaires, en adoptant une approche  is more of a systematic ordering than one directly sug-  contextuelle. Les contributions &manent d’une &quipe  gested by the biblical evidence, even though, equally, the  internationale dont les membres indiquent de facon  categories can definitely be seen to arise from the biblical  detaill&e dans quel contexte ils se situent eux-memes, 0U  material. Finally, I felt that the conclusion had aspects  dans quel contexte ils ont choisi de se situer, en partant du  that did not quite tie in with the preceding discussion,  but this is a minor criticism.  principe que c’est ce contexte qui suscite et determine les  questions abordees ensuite dans le commentaire. Dans l’in-  As a whole, this is an excellent work. Whether or not  troduction, Daniel Patte pose un bon nombre de questions  one agrees with the conclusions of the book, it is a must  hermeneutiques cruciales, auxquelles les Evangeliques ont  read for anyone wishing to seriously look into the prob-  aussi ä apporter des r&ponses. Les commentaires aident  lem of theodicy.  le lecteur ä de&couvrir dans le texte biblique des aspects  jJusque-lä ignores et peuvent Iui faire prendre conscience  Pekka Pitkänen, Cheltenham, England  que ses propres interpretations sont elles aussi influen-  c6es par le contexte dans lequel il se situe lui-m&me. La  question de ce qui fait la validit& d‘une interpretation reste  Global Bible Commentary  cependant insuffisamment abordee.  Daniel Patte, J. Severino Croatto, Nicole  *  *  &*  *  Wilkinson Duran et al. (eds.)  The present one volume commentary is fully contextual  Nashville: Abingdon, 2004. 571 pp., $ 39, paperback.  in its orientation. In the introduction the chief editor  ISBN 0-687-06403-1  Daniel Patte outlines the idea and purpose of this inter-  SUMMARY  national project. The selection of the contributors “seeks  The present volume gathers interpretations of all biblical  to approximate the geographical, denominational, and  books (or at least key passages) and essays on additional  gender balance of Bible readers around the world today.  topics from a contextual perspective. The international  ... Thus approximately two-thirds of the commentators  are scholars from the ‘two-thirds world’, with a propor-  team of contributors sets out with detailed descriptions of  tional and thus smaller number of contributors from  their own contexts (or their chosen contexts) which raise  and determine the issues addressed by the following con-  the Western world (including two Jewish scholars) and  the Eastern Orthodox world” (xxi). Twenty eight of the  textual commentary. The introduction by D. Patte (reviewed  in detail below) raises a number of crucial hermeneutical  contributors are female. The women are not fully repre-  issues which evangelicals also face. The commentaries help  sented (i.e.  irty three), “because the number of female  readers to see aspects in biblical text hitherto unnoticed  biblical scholars is still relatively small, though growing  in the two-thirds world” (xxi).  and may help users to appreciate that their own interpre-  tations are also influenced by their contexts. The issue of  These commentators: were given two questions to  validity in interpretation is not sufficiently raised.  answer:  ZUSAMMENFASUNG  “What is the teaching of the given biblical book for  believers in your specific social, economic, cultural,  Der vorliegende Band ist eine Sammlung von lntérpretati—  and religious context?” In order to give the scholars  onen aller biblischen Bücher (oder zumindest von Schlüs-  selpassagen) und von Essays über zusätzliche Themen aus  from the two-thirds world the opportunity to address  issues that colonialist attitudes have prevented them  einer kontextuellen Perspektive. Das internationale Team  from raising, we further specified that each of the  von Beitragsautoren startet mit detaillierten Beschrei-  bungen ihrer eigenen Kontexte (oder ihrer gewählten  commentators should ask: “What does this given  book say regarding the relationship of the people of  Kontexte), die die Fragen aufwerfen und festlegen, die im  God to the world? (xxi).  folgenden kontextuellen Kommentar bearbeitet werden.  Die Einleitung von D. Patte (die unten detailliert rezen-  According to Patte, such a commentary is an “Invita-  siert wird) wirft eine Reihe von entscheidenden herme-  tion to read the Bible as for the first time” (xxi1i), because  “the commentary points out signiıficant aspects of the  neutischen Fragen auf, mit denen Evangelikale ebenfalls  konfrontiert sind. Die Kommentare helfen den Lesern,  biblical text that we have overlooked, possibly simply  Aspekte in biblischen Texten zu sehen, die bisher unbeach-  because we have taken them for granted. What was for  tet waren, und sie können den Benutzern helfen anzuer-  us a familiar biblical book, which no longer had any-  kennen, dass ihre eigenen Interpretationen ebenfalls durch  thing new for us, becomes once again a surprising, dis-  ihre Kontexte beeinflusst sind. Die Frage der Gültigkeit und  turbing, challenging, prodding, demanding, or wooing  Wahrhaftigkeit von Interpretation wird nicht ausreichend  address that we cannot ignore. The muffled, subdued,  behandelt.  tamed biblical text with which some of us might have  EuroJTh 15:2 * 169'Ihus approximately two-thırds of the COMM!  TtOTFrS
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