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Introduction: COrYV when the foreıgn (Hyksos) fifteenth dynasty
the aspects of thıs study reigned vVCcCr Egypt an had 4S ıts SUMMeEer capıtal,

I hıs Bıble readıng 15 dıyıded INnto maJor parts Avarıs (Tell el-Dab’a) in the Fast Delta Ihus, the
hıch together cshow how S1N, forg1veness AN! cultural aAM lınguistic background retlect. CI“
reconcıllatiıon ATC iıncluded 1n provıdential ally speakıng, thıs epoch, Dut OC Can also observe

LAGCES of later edıtor1al adjustments.“wıthout the human ACTOFrS Josıng theır
sıgnıfıcance: Though integrated Into the general genealogical

1) Ihe STOFYV of Joseph wıthın the broader COINN- aM hıstorıical ETUCLUTE of the Book of GenesI1s, the
KT of Genes1is Joseph narratıve (Gen Sf 15 INOTC readıly

2) IThe meeting AN! reconcılıatıon of Joseph an recognızed AS lıterary an theologıcal Nıt Ihus,
hıs brothers 1ın Egypt (Gen 45.1-11) AN! ItSs the fragmentary lıterary approach arguıng that the
lastıng effects 50.15-21). pr CSCHT LEXT 15 combınatıon of AB least maJor

documents, AN! (wıth SOILIC sect10ons belongıng
the strand), has gıven WaYV synthetic analy-The SCOFY of Joseph wıthın the broader S1S that emphasızes both the lıterary coherence and

Ontext of enesI1is qualıties of thıs composition.* Ihe Joseph StOrY”
The STOFV of Joseph beg1ins wıth chapter More has Often CCn qualified AS pıece of Wısdom lıt-
precıisely thıs tenth section of Genesıiıs (Gen EL ETAatLLre AT Joseph, the WISe INall, ıllustratiıon of
50.26 15 ıntroduced DYy the well-known formula, the Iru of wısdom. We would tend
mısSam a AaN! deals wıth the ACCOUNT of wıth thıs analysıs AS long AS OC retaıns the hıs-
Jacob’s lıne, the hıstory of hıs famıly an specıfi- torıcal frame aN! setting of the narratıve. It 15 NOLT

cally, but NOL exclusıvely, of Joseph, the maın Just HON cshort STOFY conveyıng SOTINC moral
of the EVENTS recorded 1n the concludıng part of aM spirıtual truths, but the narratıve 15 rooted in
the book Indeed, aAS Stephen recalls 1n hıs specch StOrY ATı ıntegrated INnto larger lıterary entity.

the Sanhedrın 1ın hıch he ummaAarızes the Ihe drama that clımax has ICS or1gın 1ın
ecarly hıstory of Israel, thıs secti1on contaıns L1ar- the famıly tenNs10Ns that ATIC related 1n the preceding
ratıves related essentially Joseph, Dut ATC of chapters. As Wenham iındıcates °the ensioNnN
UCMOST ımportance the fulfilment of the bra- between Leah AaN! Rachel In Gen 29 31
hamıc promıse (AC /.9-16 Ihe from into OPCNH warfare between Leah’s SO115S5 and Jacob

in Gen anı 25 .22 Ihese rıfts between the SOMNSCanaan Egypt an the ole STOFV has dıstınct
Egyptian flavour It kvangelıcal bıblıcal schol- AN! the father and between Joseph (Rachel’s sOon)
ALS  D the Dasıs of external A ınternal evidence, an hıs half brothers ATC deepened in chapter 277° 4
AVEe generally ocated the EeVENTS recorded 1n theses Ihe of the Joseph story” 15 both talented
chapters durıng the mıddle kıngdom, per10d ofhıs- AaN! creatıive. He ably captur CS the attention anı
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the ınterest of hıs audıence 4A5 he pıctures the dıffer- The meeting an: reconcıliation of
eni SCCHNCS of the drama anı ItSs developments. Joseph an hıs brothers in Egypt
along the narratıve there 15 NOT MOMENT of Ore- (Gen 45.1-11)
dom AN! the level of iınterest remaıns hıgh, rıght

the denouement (Gen 44) We, 110 doubt, 1) The wounds of discord>
stand before work of revealıng profound PSY-
chological insıght AaN! theologıcal sıgnıficance.

At the beginning of the tenth secti1on (Gen 5/)}
suddenly EVENTS speed Ihe famıly CT1S1S that had

In comparıson wıth other sect10ons of the patrı- een sımmer1ıng for quite SOMNIC time surfaces wıth
archal narratıve in which ATIC told that bra- extraordınary violence. It 15 comparable bush
ham, Isaac an CVENn Jacob A1C. the object of dıvıne fire that has een ignıted DY SOMIC sparkscCOMMUNICAtTION there AIC, in the last chapters of wındy day and that has rapıdly become uncontrol-
GenesI1s, VCLYV few allusıons specıal revelatıon. lable, destroyıng everything OIl ItSs WAaYV.Apart trom the dreams of Joseph, the cupbearer, Joseph 15 the eleventh SO of Jacob an Rachel’s
the baker AaN! Pharaoh, which emphasıze the rst chıld (Gen 30.24; 35.24 Rachel W as Jacob’s
ımplıcıt of dıyıne communıcatıon, the only favourıte wıfe an he showed specıal affection the
explıcıt manıfestation of GOod 15 g1ven Israel/ SO11S5 she SaVC hım But It 15 quıte eviıdent that
aCO AT the tıme of hıs departure for kgypt In Israel showed favourıtism® towards Joseph an thıs
V1IS1ION AT nıght" the ord 1TCASSUTECS the patrıarch: could only provoke dıscord, deception aN! hostiıl-
*1 God, the God of VOUTF father‘, he saıd. *I )Do ItV. We ATC told that aCO ‘“oved Joseph LLNOTC than
NOT be afraıd OWN Egypt, for wıll make
yYOU Into natıon there. wıll OWN al y of hıs SONS because he had eecn Orn hım in

old age (Sa) ıf thıs W as NOLT enough made
Egypt wıth VOU, AaN! 111 surely bring VYOUu back hım rıchly ornamented robe’, mark of favourıtısm
agaın Joseph’s z hand wıll close VOUr eyes’ towards Rachel’s S()  - (3b), AN! perhaps ındıca-
(Gen 2-4 Jacob 15 ANX10US. As he 15 Jeavıng t10N that Jacob wanted Joseph be *the ruler VCLTr
(Canaan for E£Ypt, he MUST be wonderıng ıf an the family”./ Waltke has noted that the word
how the promıise God made Abraham ould report‘ (dibba) DYy ıtself denotes CWS5 slanted
COHIC about In revealıng hımself specıfically damage the victım (see TOV 18)® hıs negatıveJacob, the ord LCASSUTECS hım 'IThe STaY 1in Egypt, connotatıon 15 suggested DYy Wenham’s translatıon:
oug sıgnıfıcant, would only be parenthesı1s. ‘he (Josep told tales about them theır tfather.
Ihe threefold promıise made Abraham would be hether what Joseph told hıs tfather concerningInılled 1n due tiıme! Wırh the arrıval of Joseph ON hıs brothers WASs Iru false, It could only bringthe the patrıarchal h1stOry W as take eC1- about negatıve9CHrasic them.
S1Ve STCD. Jacob’s household, ıncludıng the patrı- DE Joseph’s dreams whıich emphasıze that
arch’s twelve S()1I15 W Aas be the Dasıs upON which he ould be honoured AT revered by hıs broth-

holy natıon would be edihed The tıme had COMIC GTSs an CVCIl hıs tather anı mother (probably hıs
for the patrıarchal famıly become natıon. It Surrogate mother SINCE Rachel had dıed when che
W as 1ın Ekgypt that thıs metamorphosıs W as take SAaVC bırth Benjamın) could only fuel theır eX1ISE-
place. It 15 time of natural growth durıng which ıng hostilıty owards hım ven Jacob 15 shocked
God bestows hıs blessing an protection upON Hıs Dy hıs sONn’s 2ACECOUNT of hıs second dream AD he
people, but of reduced revelatıonal act1VIty. It 15 rebukes the lad for ‘hıs dream threatens
durıng such times that Od’s promıses ATIC Matur- C VOTSE the socıal order of patriarchy”.” Ihe verb,
ıng an growıng towards mulfilment. hıs 15 also °to rebuke’ (793 15 LNOTC Often used wıth God 4S
LIru of OUr OW: Iıves. At tımes, ATC WItNESSES of subject and CONVCYS both the ıdeas of authorıty 2881

spırıt AS5 he TENICWS OUTr VeESs 1n depth. Ihese righteous (Ps 95 106.9; No doubt
ATC t1mes of intensity AaN! exciıtement: but they ALC. Joseph’s attıtude NOT help the sıtuatıon an
tollowed Dy tiımes of calmness durıng hıch aD Dar- probably contrıibuted turther the reakdown of
ently nothıng 15 happen1ing. It 15 precisely then that the famıly relatı1ıons. hıs 15 ımplıcıtly suggested Dy
dauly aıthfulness aN! PEISCVCIALLCEC AL crucıal tor the A he recalls the WdY Joseph told .  tales
they ATC the prerequıisıte growth AN! maturıty. about hıs brothers’ (Z) AN! cshared hıs dreams wıth

them (D / 9) Quite obviously he W as VCLY ftond
of hıs robe an had qualms about wearıng It
Maybe Joseph, aN! Jacob C WEIC NOT sufficıently
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of the SraVity of the CI1SIS that Was smoul- cruelty, they CVCIN WEentTt 45 far AS seeck comfort
dering. aCOo AS he grieved Joseph! Imagıne lıviıng wıthın

This; of COUISC, dıd NOLT allev1ate (lıghten) the famıly where truth has een suppressed and
respons1bilıty of Jacob’s S0115 AS5 they ZJaAVC WaY replaced DYy falsehood. What kınd of relatıons do
bıtterness, rescntmMeNT,ohatred an jeal- double-dealing an hypocrisy breed? Ihe wound
OUS Ihree tımes, ATIC told, that they hated that hatred. Jealousy, wıckedness anı duplicıty had
Joseph (4,; 5: 5) Iheır growıng hatred W as deep iınflicted W3AaSs deep that IT took LIIOTEC than LWECNLY
that they could NOT CVCN 'speak C1villy theır heal
VOUNSCI brother, speak kınd word hım
hım (iit ‘tor pedce‘). ® (Cf£. Wenham SS Waltke
1 5001) Such StIroONS avers1io0n could only TG The PLrOCCSS of reconcılıatiıon
Jealousy wıth all the damage 1It Causcs Wenham Ihe time has CCOMHIE iındıcate how the rfts and

that the bıblıcal evidence suggests) 1It 15
15 also the relatıon of the reconcıllatıon that took
dıscords WEeTIC„ for the story of Joseph

feelıng that 15 lable ı11 vVer INnto violent actıon’
(Nu 2511 I8: ö  S Wıll the SONS of Jacob place wıthın the patrıarchal famıly aM specıfically
resist thıs StroONg AN! violent iıncliınatıon an thus between Joseph an hıs brothers.
take heed the advıce of the WISse (Pr 14.30; a) Ihe Pof of the read thıs

mornıng belongs larger sect1on that281 24.1, 19 111 thevy g1ve full eXpression
the violence that 1S burning wıthın them? chapters (1) 45 CZ/) In fact thıs PasSsSayc

the danger sıgnals ATC fashıng. Ihe dark clouds 15 the clımax of the PFrOCCSS of reconcılı1atıon that
and the stillness herald of uUuNUu- egan when Joseph, of EZYpt, MEF AN!
sual magnıtude! But MUST NOLT forget Joseph’s recognızed hıs brothers. It 15 ımportant hıgh-

lıght SOINIC decısıve OMENTCS of thıs PFrOCCSS INIt1-brothers Outr: agcC W as or of al agalnst the ord ated DYy Joseph hımself:Indeed, they couldn’t ignore that “dreams WETC
COINMMON I11CcCa1ls of dıvıne communıcatıon an PIC- Jacob’s SONMNS AVe arrıved iın Egypt (ch 42) but
diction’.!?® hıs iımplıcıt Or indırect revelatıon Ar the wıthout Benjamın for theır father W as “afraıd that

beginning of the STOFY remınds the audıtor that AI miıght COMIC hım (42.4) Ihey AVE DBn
God 15 1ın control. Whatever the SiL of the EVENTS iıntroduced Joseph whi has recognızed them

Ihe patrıarch’s SOMS remaın 1gnorant the
INaYy De:; however dramatıc the sıtuation, the Lord: ıdentity of the Ihe attıtude of theın Hıs provıdence, 15 AT work. oug surprised
Aan! dısturbed DYy the dreams of Joseph, aCcCOo ‘kept partıes AL hand 15 sıgnıficant.
the IMatier in mınd’ (11) He thus ‘held what Durıng the er ENCOUNLTCETKC, Joseph DESINS DY

speakıng hıs brothers harshly ( Suspectinghas een sa1d?. *> IThese dreams WCIC NOLT merely the them be sples ( 1  5 14, 16), he decıdes throwproduct of Joseph’s OW) ınflated ego ! them into prison (17) They respond DYy protestingIhe W as devastatıng beyond ımagınatıon. theır INnNOcCenNcCe AaN! chare wıth the SOTLICIn eıght SCCI1C5S5 3/7.12-35), the
how arbıtrary violence took VT and brought aspects of the famıly hıstory (10, I5) But Joseph 15

determıned LEST their integritYy, the truth of theırabout BV greater havoc wıthın the famıly of the words; OIIC of the brothers wıll C'anaan
patrıarch. It W as the of astıng’ the aM bring back kgypt theır brother
breakıng apart of famıly t1es, the breach of (1S) 16) In thıs TrSt NCOUNTEr CI Can ımagıneanı concord that had far-reachıng CONSCYUCNCCS,
Ihe dıscord W as last tor twenty years! Ihe crıme

the mıxed feelıng he experi1ences, both JOV and DIt-
GEr HESS, hope 288l SUSPICION. hıs 15 apparent 1n the

of the brothers Was both Sr1EVOUS an iıntolerable. TST version of the testing. Indeed, 1n thıs tiıme of
Ihey derı1ded AaN! mocked Joseph 20b) they famıne. keep ıne brothers in prıson whıle OTIIC

strıpped hım of hıs dıgnıty (25 28) and CVECIN Pre- could Anı fetch Benjamın WOU Creare maJjormediıtated hıs murder Fortunately, the roth- dıfAculties ftor Jacob’s famıly anı perhaps EVCIN
C® WEEIC dıyıded AN! the W 4S avoıded (ZU Jeopardıze ICS survıval.
Ruben; udah) aM Joseph W d5$ sold 4A5 slave But, after three days of reflectiOon, Joseph has

the Ishmaelıtes who WEEIEC busıness trıp mellowed somewhat An hıs attıtude 15 LLOTC bal-
Egypt (28) But theır ınhumanıty W d such that anced. Siımeon alone 11l remaın iın Egypt AS hOs-
they 1ed theır agıng father AaN! deceived hım Lagc whıle hıs brothers wıll Canaan wıth
Dy suggest1ing that Joseph had een mauled aM plenty of Z0o0ds AN! bring back Benjamın Egypt

8-20; 24)kılled Dy 1ıld anımal (S1) In theır duplıcıty AaN!
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As Jacob’s SONS, the EVENTS surroundıng the Canaan. As they ATC the of Jeaving Egypt,
sellıng of Joseph into slavery in theır Joseph SCTS trap 1Into which Benjamın W as

£a]] (ch 44) 'Ihe governor’s CUP from hıch hememorIı1es 4S ıf It had Just happened. They 1G

ognıze theır guilt, acknowledge theır heartless- drınks an that he SC5S5 for dıivyınatıon (9)) 15 found
6cSs5 AaNı relate theır pr' CSCHL distress (MASı word in Rachel’s sSON’s sack! Imagıne the consternation,
sed 1n exXtreme s1ıtuations: 55.5° ID S51 4/: 2Kgs the dısmay of the brothers (158, 14) What
19:3) theır past wıckedness. Are they NOLT under they had dreaded MOST of all W as the of

happenıng. Benjamın AT est would remaın slavedivıne Jjudgment an 15 NOL God demandıng them
for the ıfe of Joseph, for the blood they in kgypt, but could VE well,; though innocent,

ave shed, whether lıterally 1n thought 1-28; DaYy the price of hıs ıtfe 19 Just ıke Joseph LWENLY
ct. Gen 4-6 before! Such amatıc OUTCOMEC could only

Actually, PTFOCCSS of r CPCIIt&HCC AN! confession bring turther turmo1l ın the famıly aM hasten
Jacob’s descent the They, therefore, offerof has begun ın theır troubled aM restless

hearts. As Joseph, whıle keeping hıs feelıngs all remaın in Egypt AS the governor’s slaves.
hıdden from them, he 15 deeply moved AS he VCI - Such solıdarıty bears wıtness the change that
hears hıs brothers’ conversatıon. Hıs subsequent 15 takıng place wıthın the famıly mentalıty aN! rela-
generosı1ty 15 indıcatıon that forgıveness 15 also t10NS. But Joseph, fe1ignıng dıscontent aM OYy-
T: work ın hıs lıfe (25) But the ACTS of kındness of ATIEn. (4, D 15) 15 iınflexıble: Benjamın alone wıll
the only adı the despondency, dejec- remaın in Egypt 4S hıs clave hıle the ten other
t10N an fear of Jacob’s SO11S5 (28; 35) As Wenham brothers Canaan iın peace‘ (17) AN! “ree
Sa yS C  theır aroused CONscCIENCES (Ef. 21} ATC inter- from blame (10) COMIC thıs MOMENT of
preting CVCIV unexpected development 45 S1gN of the StOTY, ONC Call teel the EXTITEING ension created
‚Od’s wrath theır deeds’.}> Dy such cornelıan dılemma Benjamıiın’s broth-

Ome time has passed AaN! Jacob’s SOMNS aV CTS5 aVve LTCAasSsOIN STaYy in kgypt S1nce they ATC

returned Egypt DUYy 11ICOHC tood but thıs time blameless, but how Can they leave Egypt wiıth-
Benjamın has COI wıth them They MeeTt the SOV- OUT Benjamın, the beloved SOIl of theır ather? Is

number of times (43.1-45.15). there solution such dılemma? CIhe inıtıatıve
15 in the Camp of Jacob’s SOIMS but wıll] the CL-Joseph C21INS Dy INVIUNS the S()I15 of Jacob

dınner. In faCt, he Organızes feast 1n theır honour. LLOL modıfy hıs stand> In MOST ımpassıoned an
Such time of CONVIVlalıty 15 OCcasıon CL MOVINg specchJboth eloquent AaN! PCISUA-
acquaınted, buuld Lrust aAM establısh rela- S1VE, Judah seeks soften Joseph’s STANCE After
t10NS. But the partıes A Ya hand ATC NOT ar DA reVIEeWINS the past EVENTS SINCE theır rst arrıval an
Ihe brothers AT edgy and the defensıve. As they describing the lıkely AaN! dısastrous CONSCYUCHECCS
CANNOT fgure OUuUrTt the Strangc thıngs that AT takıng f Benjamın W Aas NOLT Canaan, Judah,
place, they g1Vve WAY fear AN! ımagıne the OUT of Compassıon for hıs agıng tather 2/7-31 aM
SCeENArI1O possıble: they wıll all become the slaves commıtment uthe safety of the
of the 18) Moreover, it 15 NOLT IMall. offers take the place of Benjamın AN!
wıthout humour that the tells us that 1T 15 stay in Egypt AS Joseph’s slave.
Joseph’s steward who [CAaSSUTCcsSs the SO11S5 of Jacob Judah’s impassıoned plea W as the irrefutable
A he tells them NOL worry”® As Joseph, demonstratıon that sıgnıfıcant change had taken

sensıt1ve Man, he 15 agaın DY hıs CINO- place in the mınd-set AN! attıtude of Jacob’s SOMNS

t10NS. At the sıght of Benjamın, hıs LIrul brother, Ihıs 15 what conversıion 1S al about mutatıon
SO©  — of the Samııc mother, he W as "deeply moOved”, in mentalıty an ıfe style Wırth the realızatıon
lıt ‘hıs cCompassıon, affection over)’!/ AaN! he of nNne s  2 SIN an repcntance 1T 15 prerequisıte
hurrıed OUuUtTt of the LOOINN AS hıde hıs from „econcılıatıon for ATC in the realm of holy love
hıs brothers (30) 18 Whiıle hıs brothers experience (IT: SCVEIC where Justice aN! lovingkıindness
fear an anxıetYy, Joseph, though vVCeLY successful, work hand iın hand By ımagınıng an enacting
becomes al the LHNOTIC of hıs lonelıness 1ın such anı sly scenar10, Joseph had PUL hıs
Egypt Fach Party has hıs OW mınd-set aM Iıves brothers the Test AN! they had passed 1t tor there
iın Its OW) WOTr. Ihe time has NOL yet CGOMHIE tfor 15 ST cCater eXpression of love 2A1 loyalty than
them MeeT in truth ere 15 yet another trial IC substıtute oneself for another. It 15 NOT SUrpTIS-

come ! ıng that the Messıah W d5S ECHNE OUuUL of the house
Jacob’s S0115 ANE bought tood MNg back of Judah (Gen 8-12, specıfically 10; cf. also
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Num 24.17; KE7zek 21.26, 27)! But the quest1ons h1s brothers the OCCAasıoN of theır father’s death

he soften hıs stance? What wıll be the OUutfcome of
remaın: how wıll Rachel’s elder SO  3 respond? Wıll 50:21): Indeed, 110 that aCO the QuUar antor

of soclal-famıly stabılıty AN! S A
thıs MOST dramatıc episode of the patrıarch’s famıly 45) 15 dead. theır lıngering UuNcCaS V conscience
lıfe/hıstory )> makes them fear the„ that Joseph would take

Ihe self-controlled of Egypt COUu the law into hıs OW hands aAM dıspense Justice
NOLT restraın hımself longer. ( )vercome wıth hımself?® (Gen 50.15-21).
emotıon Z); he openly makes hımself known Coming back chapter 45 aM the amazıng
hı1ıs brothers (3) anı ıdentifies hımself: a} yOUr ENCOUNTEr between these separated brothers, how
brother Joseph, the OLC VOU sold 1Into Ekgypt (4, GCGOHIE Joseph 15 both Smagnanımous?
}2) Hıs AdIC those of JOV and love for he has In the specech whiıch follows the breakdown of
recovered famıly, CYG1 hıs father (ZU S 14) an maJor emotıonal barrıer, he NOT only seeks PCI-
he has wıtnessed profound change 1ın hıs roth- suade hıs brothers that he 15 ındeed Joseph, but he
G Jacob’s SOTI1S ATC totally taken DYy surprıse when also 1VES them (as well the audıtor-reader of
they begın realıze that the kgyptian 15 the narratıve) the key that enables them (and us)
1ın fact Joseph. They AdIC amazed and bewildered, understand the ultımate sıgnıfıcance of the P3.St
dısmayed AaN! petrified AS ıf they WEEIC contemplat- 21i present CVCNLIS, of the specıfic MOMENT of hıs-
Ing nıghtmarısh sıght! 'Ihe words sed CXDICSS LO that has GEn unfoldıng before them (and us)
the brothers’ anguısh ATC sıgnıfıcant. They AVE *ter- If he 15 free of resentment and willıing fOrg1Vve,
rıfied (bahal) At hıs presence” (3) Waltke 1ındı- thıs however es NOLT LL1CAaN that Joseph denıes the
C  , thıs term 15 “used of paralysıng fear 4S felt horror of wiıckedness, that he 15 complacent wıth
DYy those ınvolved in WAar (BxX 15:15°% Jde 20.41; SIN 0)8 that he condones evil. No, wıckedness, SIN
1S5Sam 2621 Ds 48.5)5 they AVE diıstressed” (“Astab, AaN! evıl] Cal 110 WdYS be Justified. It 15 iıntolerable
ö) 'Ihe grief they eXpef1enNCce 15 miıixture of ragl AanN! MUSLT be opposed for It 15 incompatıble wıth
AaN! angush‘ (Gen 334./; 15a 20.34; 2Sam 195 the goodness of God Ihe gradual change that
Isa 54  O of I1all Gen Ds /8.40; Isa 63.10 of takes place in the S0115 of Jacob bears wIıtness thıs
God;*! they ATC CVCIN angrYy (kharah) wıth themselves’ capıtal truth Joseph has understood that beyond
(3 because of theır SIN AN! wıckedness towards A above the toul schemıngs of hıs brothers, God
theır VOUNSCI brother. They clearly SAa4 W that theır 15 1n control. It 15 the Lord hımself that A1VES aM
Iıves WCIC in the hands of the (HILIE they had 11CC reveals the ultımate an Iru meanıng NIStOrY. In
sought kıll an they WEIC dumbfounded. For hıs monologue, the S() of Rachel reiıterates three
the second time, they WCIC unable SpeCca word tımes, “God has SCNT MC (5 f anı twıce, “God

Joseph but tor vVC dıfferent [TCasSson has established’ (sim Ö, 9) 24 Joseph has een SCTHIE

they teared Joseph’s VENSCANCC an retahatıon. But Egypt DY God 1n spıte of hıs brothers’ Intrıgues
the dısposıt1ons of theır brother WEeTC vVC dıffer- and ANOCUVICS, notwiıthstandıng hıs OW trials
C1}  m+ Joseph W as resSTOre personal rela- an trıbulatıons, hıs perplexıtıies AN! M1SSIVINSS, ın
tıonshıp wıth hıs brothers an make wıth order fulfil specıfic AN| vıtal 1SS10N: keep
them (4.14) So he seeks the SO1M1S of alıve famıly, C11ISUTC remMNaAaNT, aMn PICSCIVC
aCO They aVve eed be alarmed L1LOT be number of SUFrVIVOTFS. Ihe °rem-
iırrıtated wıth themselves. it 15 CAaS y when Ne:s  A anft (she’erit) aM ° SUrv1ıvors’ (peletah) designate
CONsSCIENCE 15 striıcken DYy the realıty of the evıl OTMIC the "SUFVIVINS descendants’,“° the "embryoniıc
has commıtted eiıther sınk Into morbıd despair natıon’26 wh. has narrowly escaped destruction
OTr ımpose oneselft self-ınflıcted ınjury! But (45, 11) ımpendıing danger WAasSs threatenıng
CVER INOIC, he seeks re-establısh theır dıgnıty the ey1ıstence of the patrıarchal famıly. Joseph, AS
hıch 1n theır wıckedness they had spurned. In R in the dıvyvıne SaVINg plan’ snatches 1T OULTL
MOST sıgnıfıcant WaY, Joseph 15 the of G0d’s of destitution” that It would become natıon.

and kındness towards hıs brothers. Thev WEIC Not only (07& he comtfort hıs brothers 1ın theır
take long time AaN! thıs 15 often the CASC CVECN plıght, estTore theır dıgnıty AN! COUTFAaSZC, TECIIIOVC

for us OCdaV apprecılate AN! fully recCelve the the fear of retrıbution from theır mınds, but hıs
transformıng loving-kıindness of the ord into the deep affection tor the SO11S5 of aCcCo an hıs
v depth of theır beings. hıs PIrOCCSS of sanctı- u the truth aN! authenticıty of hıs words
ficatıon W3Aas untıl the finale of the STOTY, an forgıveness (14) Such gestur C W as free

them from their dısheartened sılence. In fact. thewhen agaln Joseph [CaSSUuLcS an speaks kındly
EuroJTh Fa



PIERRE ERTHOUD

(Genese 7-50), (Bruxelles Lessı1ius, 2005), inends thıs sect10n wıth thıs hıttle phrase:
“Atterward hıs brothers talked wıth hım (15b), partıcular 11 2
wıth Joseph! After CONvers1o0nN aN! I‘CPCIIt3IICC, LCC:- Wenham, Cit vol Z 245

In ddıton the commentarıes by Wenham andognıtıon of dıvıne CALG aM guldance, forgıveness Waltke, ct. the interesting study Dy Andre WeniınaM the desıre tor personal relatıonshıp, COMIC

the final Step of the PDIOCCSS of reconcıhation, the and hıs narratıve and anthropological readıng of the
hıstory of Joseph. He emphasızes the lıterary coher-

restoration (and CVECI) bırth) of communıcatıon, IO and the psychological dımensıon of the StOI'Y.the eart eat of LIruN aM substantıal COMMUNION. He however 15 fOO dependent ttımes psycho-
After LNOIC than LWENLY VCALS of rıft IN alıenatıon analytıcal readıng of the tEeXT and 1ts determiıinıstic

Thıs 15 well ıllustrate: 1ın hıs COMMENTSan perhaps for the TSTt tiıme, words Nowıng
AaN! bouncıng from ONC PCISON another; words the STOTFV of Caln and bel Furthermore, hıs
of truth aAN! LrUSL, of INt1MaCYy AN! sincerIıtYy, of love theologıcal analysıs 15 NOT ‚Ways satısfactoryv. For
and kındness, Of Joy an ıfe Jacob’s had,; INStanNCE, Weniıun that Joseph callıng 4OR
oubt, much talkıng catch up! double Mira- Provıdence 15 WaYy GLI hıs rothers when

cle had taken place: the reconcılıatıon of famıly tact the SO© of aCco 1$ statıng that God remaıns
sovere1gn wıthout iın WaY underminıng the

orn Dy descent, feuds and r1Valry, the survıval of responsıbılıty of hıs brothers the tragıc EVCNTS
remnant people threatened DYy destitution AaN! that have taken place C en1n, s 14-17,destruction. Both miıracles WEEIC essent1al the

bırth of the natıon of Israel whıch God Ca
DL 289 and especıially 282
Favourıtism CO  ONn Jacob’s amıvy Isaac’s

play unıque role iın Hıs plan of redemption an love for FEsau the detriment of aCo EDEC-
the ofworld hıstory! As the Book ofGen- Ca’'S specı love for aCcCo the exclusıon of Esau;

aCcCo OVE. IMNOTIC than Leah 29:30es1is closes, Joseph remınds hıs brothers (and all] of
us) 11CC agaın that God AaN! 15 1n control: Wenham, OpP:clt:; vol 2 350
°“DDon’t be afraıd. in the place of Go0od? You Waltke wıth Fredricks, GENESLS ranı

p1ds Zondervan, 500 Ihe Samıec CXDICS-planned evıl agalınst It W ds God wh. planned S10N 15 used qualıify the spies’ IT when they1T tor 700d, that iIt should happen 4S It 15 today retrturn from explorıng the promised land
keep ITaLLY people alıve) (Gen 50.19).“$ 1T3.32; 14.36-3/). also the which CONVCYS

negatıve, but ambıguous connotatıon, Harl:
ed.; La Bıble d’Alexandrıe, L La Genese (ParısNotes Le Cert. 259

Ihe first of three ecadıngs reconcılatıiıon Waltke, CIEN 499
and forg1ıveness presented Aat the FEETLI Conference, Ibıd., 501
2006 Addıtional enes1s 27.41-45; 1-16 Wenham, CL vol Z 351: Waltke,
Ihe apprehension of Joseph’s brothers 15 ıllustrate: C 500
DYy the dıscord between FEsau and aco Thıs ven|! 8 Ihıs 1$ S MS wıth God, but Al expression of
1C could AUE brought about maJor ragedy rıghteous ındıgnatıon and Justice.
the patrıarchal household ends in the reconcılıa- Waltke, CIE.. 500
t10N ofSau and aCo 13 Wenham, Cit:: 252
C tchen, the Rehabılıty Old Tes- Ibıd., 251

15 Ibıd., 409ranı Rapıds, Mı CT  ans,
343-352; 47//, 478 Thıs explaıns why SOM erıitical The N translates: °It’s rıght, he sa1d’ (ı ‘he
cholars have sought for late Zyptian told them peace’)
aC.  roun' the Joseph StO TY, cf. Redford, L The FOOT kamdar INCAaNS ın the Nıphal, tOo be ag1-

Study of the Bıbılıcal S 0f JOSE; Leıden: Brıill, tated, be hotr‘ Ho DA Compassıon,
AYyDT, C’anaan and Israel In Äncıent T imes 1Lam 5.10 (*the skın 15 hot Oven’ because of

(Princeton: Princeton Unıversity Press, 1992). W famıne)
479 Ihıs author that the Joseph narratıve 15 18 TE other t1imes ATC told that Joseph wept

exemplar of wıdesprea« STOCV lıne much in uUuSc 42.24; 45.2, 14, 15: 46.29
Egypt the EeVAN! hgurıng WISEe typıcal In fact, Jacob’s SOMNS actually consıder that the cul-

of the late per10d (7th and 6th centurıes B-C.}) For prit ofsuch offence should dıe and the remamıng
critical evaluatıon of edford’s posıtion brothers should become claves (9)

Kıtchen above mentioned Study AT TE 20 Waltke, CIl 563
Wenham, GENESLS 16-50, I1 Waco, D Wenham, O CIEs, vol 428; vol 1

145Word Books, 343-345, also the study
Dby Andre enın, Joseph P’ınventuon Ia fraternite Lat ‘he comtforts them and speaks (‘al) theır
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The Recontciliation of Joseph ith his Brothers

hearts made possıble because the mındset of the rothers
23 T4t grudge (satam: N  yA has changed and both partıes have recognızed the

ACT OUT of spıte, Gen 27.41 agalnst us and DaVS vıl] that had been commıtted (45.9, 6; 50.20 In
aC.  (sho ere I he makes rn the former PassagC, the recognıtıon 15 IMOre iımplıcıt,
us) the dıd (gamal. do, accomplısh) but It underlıes the EeVenTtTSsS elated ch 47 -45 € *

Weniın that forgıveness and TCC- Wenıin, Cr 305-327, in partıcular 306, 51411
oncılıatıon only z  C place Aat the en of the Narra- 513 314, 2317
t1Vve, when the rothers fearıng Joseph’s reprisals A? “The Lord has made IN SECT up Joseph 15
NO that aCO! 15 dead. seek hıs forgıveness. But both 1e' advısor (8) and of Egypt 27)
Joseph’s and the fact that he responds hıs 25 Wenham, cıt  q vol Z
rothers sımılar the OCccasıon of hıs Waltke, CIt.  9 563
self-ıdentificatıon (Gen 15 indıcatıon that 1p. of the FOOLT yaraslı, take possession, aı
forg1veness and reconcılıatıon had CadV taken tute  B
place 15) In both reconcılıatıon 15 Wenham, O Cıt. vol Z 456

NEW FROM )ATERNOSTE

Old Testament Theology Vol Israel’s Gospel
John Goldiıngay

In thıs award wıinnıng first volume of three-volume (Ild Testament theology, John Goldiıngay fOocuses
narratıve. Examınıiıng the HDCH Order of .0od’s creation of anı interactı1ons wıth the world and Israel, he

tells the STOTYV of Israel’s gospel serles of dıvıne CS God Began, G0d Started Uver, G0d Promised, God
Delıvered, God Sealed, God Gave, GOod Accommodated, God Wrestled, God Preserved, God Sent. and Go0od

Exalted
hıs 1S (Ild lestament cology ıke other. Wherther applyıng magnıfyıng 0)8 wıdeangle lenses, Oldıngay1$ closely attentive the FHirst lestament’s narratıve, plot, motifs, tens10Ns and subtleties. Brimming wıth

insıght and CHNCISZY, and postmodern 1n ItS ethos, thıs Dbook wıll repeatedly reward readers wıth fresh anı
challenging perspect1ves G0d and God’s wiıtch Israel and the world well Israel’s WaYS wıth God
John Goldingay 15 the Davıd Allan Hubbard Professor of Old Testament Fuller Theolggical Sem1nary, Pasadena.

978-1-84227-496-5 FT MM 9240pp £24.99

Old Testament Theology Vol Israel’s Faıth
John Goldingay

hıs second volume ın oldıngay  S tr1Ll0gYy finds ITS point of departure 1n the Prophets, Psalms and Wısdom
lıterature. Whereas the first volume tollowed the epochal dıvıne CTITS of Israel’s 'gospel” narratıve, here

Goldiıngay SCTS OUuUrT the faıth of Israel under the maJjor rubrıcs of God, Israel,; TIThe Nıghtmare, Ihe Vısıon, Ihe
World, Ihe Natıons, Humanıty.

In style that cleaves closely the LCXT, Goldingay offers UD masterful eXposıtıon of the faich of the First
Jlestament, OC born of lıving long wiıth the CX} an the refined okei]] of askıng interesting questi0ons and

lıstening wıith traıned attention. ever ONMNC sacrıfıce close hearıng of TEXT for CaS generalıty,
IMUTe dıscordant OTC for the sake of reassurıng harmonYy, Goldingay D1VES Old Testament theology cshot

chrough wiıth the edge-of-the-seat Vitalıty of disCOVerY.
John Goldingay 15 Davıd Allan Hubbard Professor of Old Jlestament Aat Fuller Theological SeminarYy, Pasadena.
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