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Nonconformist Theology ıIn the Twenti:eth Century erhielt SOWIE der Rolle, die britische Nonkonformisten
Alan Sell He dieser Gestaltung spielten.

ılton eynes Paternoster, 2006, 239
BD.4535.99, pb, ISBN DL 8 Ta 714 Wırh the publıcatıon of Professor Alan Sell’s 2006

UMMARY Diudsbury Lectures, Sell CSerVedIV Joıns the dıstinguishedofbıblical scholars, hıstor1ans and theologıans wh:At IS title indicates, his D00Ok, I: cComprises lan Sell’s have also accepted the invıtatıon DYy Nazarene Theologıi-2006 Jdsbury ectures, seeks outline and examıne the cal ege 1VvE these annual ectures.Jandscape and ich contribution of nonconformist theology Despıite sıgnıfıcant works by hıstor1ans Bın-In the twentieth Century, particularly n England [)ivine fıeld, ale Johnson, Davıd Bebbington, Mark Hopkıns,providence, the New Theology, Daptism, Feminist SO: and Jım Gordon, and the wonderhtul four-volume ser1es
O Natural Theology, ProCcess Theology, Calvinism,
Fatherhood, merely-Incarnational theology, the reception

of Protestant Nonconformast Texts (  hgate), Paternoster’sStudıes iın Evangelıcal Hıstory and T’houghr’ ser1es, andof Kar! Barth Into British theological conversatıon, and CONMN- NUINCTOUS other works by Sell hımself,  5 1t COUu still betheological education al| reCeIve due and metIiC- argue that LOO hıttle has been spult recentulous attention Sell’s Iinterweaving of history, heology, and explorıng the enormously ıch contribution that 1ON-anecdotal stories EVeEeTrT with CYVEC the Contemporary conformıiıst theologıians AVEe made, and contınueand tuture make hıis volume indispensable make, theological conversatıon and Church ıfe
study for those iınterested n the shape that heology took book needs be consıdered AMONS the best that COIN-
In twentieth-century Briıtain and the role that British [10171- tiNueEe ll aD ın thıs Ca
conformists played In that haping Nonconformist e0l0gy In the Iwentieth Century 15
RESUME TOAl iın Its COPC, offeriıng well-textured balance of

hıstorıical contextualısatıon, theologiıcal grappling, COMN-@& Ivre eprend les conference de Didsbury donnee Dar
lan Sel| 2006 presente et examıne Ia riche contri- applıcatiıon, and anecdotal storı1es. Areas
bution de la theologie MNan conformiste XX siecle, dıvıne provıdence, the New ITheology (assocıated wıth
Darticulier Angleterre. traıte de facon meticuleuse de RJ Campbell), baptısm, Femiinıist Theology, atur:

IT'heology, TOCESS ITheology, Calvınısm, ather-19 question de Ia Dprovidence divine, de la Nouvelle Theo- hood, merely-Incarnational theology, the reception oflogie, de 1a question du bapte&me, de la theologie emıi-
nıste, de la theologie naturelle, de a theologie du DIOCECSS,

Karl Nto Brıtish theological conversatıon, and
contempor arVvV theologiıcal educatıon underdu Calvinisme, de la question de Ia paternite divine, de dıscerning DSaAZC1a theologie de ’incarnation, de influence de Kar/! Barth In the first lecture, Sell provıdes an erudıte u  V,SUr les discussions theologiques CGirande Bretagne, et de

1a formation theologique contemporailne. Sell mele ’his-
A ‘bırd’s-eye-View of the landscape’ (P 38) of Protes-
S  — nonconformıst theology the entieth CCNTUFY,toıre, fa theologie el les anecdotes, gardant touJours partıcular the century’'s first The hıstorıical terraın,ca1ıl SUur Ia SsCene contemporaine el future. Cet OUVFrage theologıcal motıifs, and ecclesiological realıties, and theırest indispensable VOUT CEUX quı s’Interessent A la

prise Dar la theologie Grande retagne Xxe siecle et ONZOINS relevance for understandıng and ormıng
’apport des 0N conformistes. CO ntcmporary theologiıcal OU.:  f debate and practice

AL well covered iın thıs chapter, 1C SCTS the tone
ZUSAMMENFASSUNG for the remaınıng three
Wıe der Titel anzeıgt versucht dieses Buch, das Alan ells Sell then turns Lecture Iwo the “doctrinal peaks’
Diabury Lectures dUus dem re 2006 umfasst, die L and- of Christology (PP 1-66), Pneumatology (PP 6-7
schaft und den reichhaltigen Beitrag skizzieren und the Trinity (PP /1-84), and confessions of faıth (PP

54-89), attending fruntfully ach wıthın theır hıs-untersuchen, den die nonkonformistische Theologie Im
Jahrhundert insbesondere In England geleistet hat Den torıcal NTEXTi harnessing contrıbutions from

folgenden Themen wırd gebührend und sorgfältig Auf- rFanscC of nonconformist ecologıans. Just ONC

merksamkeit geschenkt: Ottlıche Vorsehung, die eue example:
Theologie, Taufe, fteministische Theologie, natürliche The- No Nonconformıist theologıan IMNOTC in the last
ologie, Prozesstheologie, Calvinismus, Vaterschaft Gottes, decades of the entieth place the
ausschlielslic inkarnatorische Theologie, die Rezeption Irınıty ın the CenNnfre of theologiıcal debate than Colın
Kar| Barths IM hritischen theologischen espräc und die Gunton So all-embracıng 15 hıs Irınıtarıan VISION
gegenwärtige theologische Ausbildung. ells Verknüpfung analogy mıght be drawn wıth the centralıty of the
VOIN Geschichte, Theologie und anekdotischen Erzählungen (ross in the wrıtings of Forsyth) that 1t 15 dıfhcult

immer mıit einem lic für die heutige und zukünftige place hım in study of thıs kınd (P ö1)
Szene macht diesen Band eıner unverzichtbaren In the ırd chapter, Sell tuUurns dıiscuss OTIC of hıs
Studie für diejenigen, die der (iestalt interessiert sind, Pass1ONS: ecumenısm. Hereın he seeks ddress
die die Theologie n Großbritannien IM Jahrhundert number of quest1ons: How dıd the maınlıne Noncon-
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formıiıst tradıtıons understand themselves the twen- and controlled by the free gıft of God and ın Jesus
tieth century? How dıd thev reach OUuUt ONC another Christ‘ (P 137) church S: Congregationalıst
and MO dıstant OomMmMUNIONS urıng the so-called John Whale ONCEC noted, “contradıction in terms’ (p
“ecumenical century’? Is theır tradıtıonal WItrNESS Te6 139) SUSPICIOUS of past towards dıa-
Churchpeople still requıired, viable? Sell provıdes logue A4SEeE\ purely pragmatıc princıples, Sell 00

AT times provocatıve dıscussıon the relatıonshıp hopefully towards the future, and towards those Anglı-
between Protestantism and Roman Catholıicısm (PP U |]- Ca and Free Church folk who currently engaged
208 whereın he cıtes favourably the Congregationalıst iın dıscussıon about 1SSUES of establıshment. He pleads:
hıstorı1an EeErnar‘ Lord Mannıng “Protestantıism.. 15 May theır outlook be ecumenı1cal and theır oughts
NOT the opposıte of medieval atholıcısm ıt 15 SIMpIV the Airst place be theologiıcal” (P 144)

ımproved kınd of catholıcısm. Protestantism 15 NOT Ihe final chapter, entıitled ‘Rıvers, vulets and
negatıve thıng It 1s posıtıve rE-ST:  C: of catholıc Encroaching MDesert?. tuUurns OUTr attention eschatol-

truth” (p 95) Irue catholıcıty, Sellb 15 NOT OUnNt! OSV.  T the atONCMECNL, and a collection of other themes that
iın book, L1IOT in Church, but that tIrue authorıty Sell ıdentifies ımportant tor understandıng ONCOMN-
OVCL book, Church and CONsSCIENCE Jesus Christ, and formıiıst theology, but have argely been overlooked the
the eftectual word of hıs Cross, who and hıch 1S preceding chapters. He recollects that debates CONCETN-

OTrS noted, that to 1C the CONsScCIENCE OWCS Its ıng the fate of the ımpenıtent WeEeTC hotly contested,
1 (p 92) NOT least DYy Unitarıans. Sell’s fOCuUSs CTE 15 maınly

Sell then ACCENTS the Man y publıshe nonNnconformıst nOtı1onNs of unıversalısm, annıhıilationısm the pOSSI1-
studıes ecclesi1010gy. It 15 reatht  g remıinder of bılıty of p0$t-fl'lOl't€l‘!l probatıon. Ihe dıscussıon 15 fas-
the central place that ecclesiology has played ın inform- cinatıng, evealıng agaln that there really 15 nothıng 11CW

ıng nonconformıiıst theology, TOM John (OQOman under the SUIL For example, Sell ıntroduces ydney
Newton Flew Lesslıe ewbigın and anıel Strange. ellone, Princıpal of Manchester Unitarıan ege,
He that whıle these contributors WEeETC NOT SINS- and hıs 1916 work Eternal Laife Here and Hereafter, wh:
ıng the Sal1llc part, and “Occasıonally aıtly dıscordant wrıtes,
NOoTtfe W ds struck’”, they WCIC “Clearly SINgIng 1ın the SAai1lılc
choır? (p 99 1C 15 Tes remıinder of the readth 'IThe assert1on, sometımes made, that Unmversalısm
wıthın the tradıtion. In LMOTIC than OILIC WdY WETC these INCAaNls effect 1t O€s NOT what do, ftor

Yal be rıght ın the end’ 15 unwWO ofdıscussıon.theologıans non-conformıists. Uniiversalısm the SAaLMıc foundatıon whiıchWırth NCWIV sharpened pencıl, the author tUrns OUTr
attention abıdıng 1Ssue of10 sıgnıfıcance” (p OUr belıef 1n the eternıity of goodness and truth

136) that of the hıstorıc episcopate. After noting that iın God The IC motıve of belief ımmortalıty
IMNCcCAanNns that compensatıon and retrıbution, be recal.nonconformısts ATC NOT SIUMpIYV Protestants but “Free
MUST be redemptive. IThe relıg10Us motiıve INCAaNs thatChurch people and such have played sıgnıfıcant roles final commuUNıON wıth God 15 the destiny of CVCLIYVAarı0us ecumenı1cal councıls, he that *the

question tor O 15 whether there 15 An theologiıcal soul. and NOT alone of those who know ın thıs p FESCHLT
top1C dıstınctive of Free urches ole and NOT of by lıvıng experience what such cOoMmMUNION 15 Ihe

chıef en of INa  —$ 15 glorıfy God and enJOoy hım for
ONMNC denomınatıon only, e the Nonconformıists

Ver (cıted 150.)of England miıght be expected speak wıth unıted
vVo1ce”? Living alongsıde the only remaınıng Anglıcan Ihe chapter, the book, concludes wıth Sell offer-
establıshed Church thevy do, the obvıous candıdate ng SOTMNC hard hıttıng words he critically reflects the

demıiıse of the Church’s vocabulary, the ıntegrıity-eroding15 the establıshment question (P 136) Sell recalls that
nonconformıiısts have NOT been those who have denıed effects ofpolıtıc COrrecCctIne€eSss inter-faıth ogue, the
the necessity of the recognıtion of relıg1i0n; 1T revıval of interest ın the Irınıty urıng the last 3() YCaLS,
WaSs, after all, the 1C accorded relıg10Us tolera- the sıde-Lning of the atonemen! the Church’s PTOC-
t10n’ (p 557 Nonconformıists have ell understood lamatıon, the necessity for eologıans NOT merely
the appropriateness of PropCr hurch-state relatıons, speak “*rom faıth taıth” but commend the faıth
but have (rıghtfully) questioned the VCLY princıpal of others, the CHUFFPeAT of theologıcal educatıon,
natıonal church Agaın, he cıtes OrSs “What PIO- partiıcularly ın England. On the latter Sell aArgucs that
Test agalnst 15 NOLT the abuses but the existence, the prın; the Church desperately needs MMOTrec thoroughly traıned

cClergy than iıt 15 currently receIving.cıple, of natıonal church? Ihe VC exIistence of
church denıes the Church’s catholicıty. Agaın, OrSs devoted hurchman who served pastorates
‘However FEstabliıshment INaV SCCI1 work AT gıven the United gdom from 1959 1968, and who
tıme, the ıng 152g For INYV OWIL part, doubt of has served ınternatıonally theologıcal educator SINCE,
the truth of OUr Nonconformıist princıples ould 111e and NOTLT of the practical and financıal hurdles
ou of the truth of what 15 MOST dıstınctıve Y1S- that pastoral MINIStLY candıdates, theır famılıes, theır
t1an1ty ıtself TE faıth. Te:e actıon, and TE Q1VINS, churches and theır colleges often forced ump, Sell
the FCSDONSC of IMCN who have been moved and change churches take “ensure that theır VOUNSCI

EuroJTh T



Book Reviews

candıdates AT least rece1ve full and r1QZOrOUS academı1c Theology ofWork
COUTrSC If thıs INCcCANs fewer VIsSIts Ospıtals Prisons Work an the New Creatıonurıng candıdate?s college > be ıt; requıred 1n-
servıice traınıng for 1censed probationers prior Oordı1ı- arre. Cosden
natıon 15 NOT iımpossıble provıde, it 15 LNOTC Paternoster Theological Monographs; Nottingham
readıly receıved than Dy those A the pastoral “coal ACCE  2 Paternoster Press, 2004,
He continues, XV1I IOr pb, ISBN 18L 2L

SCC viable substıitute for practitioners’ avıng
SOI groundıng In the Bıble, thorough acquaınt- The Heavenly ood of Earthly Work
AllCce wıth the hıstory of Chriıstian thought (whıch 15 Darrell Cosden
roader than hıstorıical theology, but iıncludes both f Nottingham: Paternoster Press: 2006, V11 149and the lınguistic competence read salıent LEXtS)),
and sufhcıient phılosophical-analytical skılls probe 4£,8.99 pb, ISBN 84020 /La

presupposıtions, analyse aArSgumecNnts and 2vo1d the UMMARY
wrıting of ıncoherent gobbledegook. None of thıs In his Dalr of 00 Darrell Cosden Ims remind US that
15 achıeved wıthout real tiıme and effort; and the human work IS hboth essentially Dart of what t
churches WOUL. do well ENCOUTASC possıble e human and contributes the uilding of the eterna|
WaVS those mıiınıster1a] candıdates whose gıfts take kingdom This IS welcome attempt tO revalorize contem-
them in these dırections, and whose academı1c ungs Christian inking about work, though conflating
e wıthstand prolonged iımmersıon extensıve and appropriate discussion about what 0Ug| aım for In
sometımes choppy WwWafTfers (P 19L) (JUTr work with evaluation of IS actua|l goodness.
Disappointingly, Sell PaYyS relatıvely lıttle 1n- ZUSAMMENFASSUNGt10n the second half of the twentieth Apart

TOM ınfrequent and brief discussıoNs of the contrıbu- In diesen hbeiden Büchern beabsichti Darrelil Cosden, UuNs
daran erinnern, dass menschliche Arbeit sowoh| eınt10NS of DPaul Fıiddes and „olın Gunton, by and large wesentlicher Te!il dessen ISt, Wads el Mensch seln,the ectures dIC heavıly weıghted towards the century's

first whıiıch. be faır, reflects the volume als auch, dass SIE eınen Deiltrag ZUE Aufbau des ewigen
Königreiches eistet. J1es ISt eın willkommener Versuch,of non-conformist materı1al publıshed In the twentieth gegenwärtiges christliches Denken über Arbeit MNEUcCCn! As CONSCQUENCC, the relatıvely slıght contr1- bewerten, auch wenn eIne daNSCINECSSENE Diskussion dar-butions TOMmM wıthın Pentecostalısm, the Brethren, Black

churches, and independent evangelıcal churches ATC al über, wonach wır mMıt UNnserer Arbeit streben sollen, mıit
eıner Bewertung der tatsächlichen üte der Arbeit VeTr-but ıgnored. Thıs, however, MOST certamly 5SdayS TNOTC schmolzen irdabout the Ca of TMOTC PeCEN nonconformity

than 4B does about of the materı1al. Con- RESUME
gregationalıst (rece1ving the IMOST attenti10n), Baptist, ans CEes deux/ Darreli|l Cosden rappelle UJUC 1E
ethodist and Unitarıan contrıibutions arCc, however, travaıl Joue ro  le essentie] dans Ia VIe de E  etre humain
well represented. Some readers INaYy Iso be dısappoımnted et contribue meme mM 1a construction du VOYdUMCthat Sell Iımıts hıs discussıon the nonconformıst 6ternel. “auteur revalorise alnsı la Densee chretienne
in England and, SOMNC CXTCNL, in Wales Whiıle at- contemporalne SUur 1E travaıl de facon heureuse, refle-
ment that ser10usly took alı IMNOTC WOU expand the chissant SUur les objectifs YUu«EC 110US devrions Viser Dar nOTre
book’s length consıderabily, and perhaps wıth 1t) profit, trava!ı!l alnsı qu'en cherchant a apprecier UUEC le travaıl
the tle of the book COU have been TNOTC revelatory presentement de bon
Pre That saıd, the volume 1S POOICI for thıs lımıta-
tıon ofPC.

TIhe volume ıncludes helpful lıst of bıographical In thıs paır ofOO Arr Cosden the frunt of
references of SOINC of the maJor personalıties dıscussed hıs doctoral work (S Andrews) in academ c and POPU-

lar formats. Ihe tiıtle of the popular work, The Heav-1ın the lectures, ell ImMpress1ive bıbliography.
OSEe concerned wıth the ıfe and theologıcal contribu- enly G(Ü00d of Earthly Work, aptly summarızes the proJect
t10n of the nonNconNformıst tamıly specıfically, and those whole, whıch 41S remınd that human work
interested in the shape that theology took entieth- 15 both essentially part of what It 1MCANS be human

Brıtain MMOTC generally (and INaVy be takıng and contrıbutes the u  g of that eternal gdom
thıs centurYy) ll be prodigıi0usly served Dy readıng thıs IC wıll NOT be burned AWAYV ın the udgment. 'Thıs 15
book 15 encyclopedic, but accessible, yl welcome attempt revalorıze CONtemMpOorary Chrıiıstian

thınkıng about work, oug the solutiıon propose 15Jason OVONCY, ndrews, cotlan.d
NOT wıthout problems of Its OW) The books target
maınly evangelıc. audıence, and eavenly (300d prese NS

readable and engagıng set of er1ticısms of the err1bly
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