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SUMMARY Bazın reflects the UNMECESSaTY polarization hbetween
DESSIMISES and optimısts, while commending self-criti-

The relationship hetween the culture of Interne and the ca|l approac the Interne The last 00 (*HII0
Church IS at the cCentre of increased scholarly interest. from atholic background. The first IS collection of
This article rEeVIEWS four recent 00 that deal ith the Papers gıven at conference ethics and the Interne
tOpIC from different angles. Quentin Shultze provides The last book from Jesutt scholar who writes for
Biblically sapiential anctidote the ManYy of the Civilta cattolica. He intelligently deals ith IManYy

of the ISSUEe.Intormation dsC From French Derspective, (_ottıin and

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG ( ottın und Bazın über die unnötige Polarisierung ZWI-
schen Pessimisten und Uptimisten; SIEe empfehlen eınen

DITZ Beziehung zwischen der Kultur des Interne und der selbstkritischen Umgang miıt dem Internet. DITZ beiden
Kirche steht Im Zentrum eInes wachsenden gelehrten letzten Bücher en eınen katholischen Hintergrund.
Interesses [ )ieser Artikel rezensiert vier MNECUE Bücher, die |)as ISst eıne Artikelsammlung VOT) einer Konferenz
das Thema dUus unterschiedlichen Blickwinkeln etrach- über und das Interne |)as letzte Buch Sstammıt Von
ten Quentıin Shultze hietet eın biblisch-weisheitliches eınem jesuitischen Gelehrten, der für Civilta cattolica
Gegenmitte! die zahlreichen Fallen des Informa- SscChrei Fr behandelt viele Aspekte der rage csehr intel-
tionszeitalters. Aus französischer Perspektive reflektieren ligent.

RESUME azın invıtent A garder d’une Dolarisation entre DES-
simıstes el optimıstes, recommandant UNe approche

Le rapport I9 culture de ’Internet ET |’Eglise alt critique de I’Internet. | es deux autres Jen-
l’objet d’un interet grandissant de E Dart du monde dCd- nent de catholiques. ’un eprend les eXposes
demique. Cet article presente quatre livres differents qu! donnes lors d’une conference SUr ’ethique et ’Internet.
abordent sujet SOUS divers angles. Quentin chulze |/autre vient d  <  un DENSCUT Jesulte quI 6crit DOUT Ia COTN-

apporte antidote sapiential iblique dUuX nombreux munaute catholique. traıte VEC intelligence de MOM-

pieges de l’ere de l’inftormation. | es rancals (_ottin et Hreux de sujet.

In 1eW of the Ial y ‚ULE N avaılable the trı1an- defis d’Internet, | Lowards virtual Christianity?
gular relatıonshıp lınkıng the internet. culture AN! Issues an challenges of the internet| Geneva,
the church, thıs selection, although undoubtedly 1Labor Er Fıdes 2003, 146
reductive, 1S sufficıently representatıve of the ONSO-
Ing debate Publications be consıdered Ar'  g eds.), 1a morale vıflessa aul MONLEOT Internet ed
N 'abıts01gh- etuca, |Morals reflected the monıtor: Ihe
ech Heart. Livıng 4  ously In the nformatıon internet and eth1cs| Rome, (ıra Nuova 2006,
Apge, Grand Rapıds, Baker 2002;, 256 2
JERÖME (J1L1IN AN-NICHOLA AN IONIO CONNESSLONL. Nu0ve
BAZIN, Vers UN chrıstianısme vırtnel? MEUNX forme della cCultura al M dı internet, Connec-

148 &® EuroJTh AA



Internet, Culture and the Church

t10NS:; New forms of culture in the APC of the would attempt do wıth all other aSs pCCtS of nNes  A
internet | Bologna, Pardes 2006, 178 lıfe
Ihe seemungly sparklıng, attractıve world of the 'Ihe second publıcatiıon, edıted DYy Cottin and

internet conceals CAaVV deficıt ıIn of moral Bazın, orıginates from research projJect SUPD-
coherence and spiritual - purposefulness. Recallıng porte Dy the Ecumenical Councıl of Churches

A the Reformed Church of France COM the rela-Jacques F llul’s teachıng denounciıng the modern
degeneratıon brought about DYy ınordınate Lrust tiıonshıp between the internet and the church It 15
1n technology the YSf author ScChüultze, excellent iıntroduction Ü tOopIC also because

1t critically summarıses arge number of worksprofessor of Communiıicatıiıon AT Calvın College,
Grand Rapıds, USA) Malıntaıns that, in the ASC of publıshed wıthın the Chrıistian sphere and there-

tore thoroughly the of the QUCS-cyberculture, such virtues 4S moderatıon, dıscern- t10n being pOSeCd. Ihe internet has burst Into theMENL ıN! humıilıty ave Gcn lost.
“Informationism” has become rel1g10U0s faıth hurch 4A5 wel]l an (as 1n the wake of all IrrUpt1ONS)

spread embarrassment, CUr1O0SItYy an perplexıity.exchangıng informatıon 15 viewed AS the automatıc
and guaranteecd FOUTE soc1al an PCI-

As Occurred elsewhere, Christian cırcles Iıkewiıise
wıtnessed polarısatıon of admırers pıtted agalnstsonal felıcıty. Voyeur-lıke observatıon has replaced defeatists. Ihe former ocused the beneficıjal DOSthe for intımate relatıons hıle measurabılıty sıbılıtıes whiıich the internet could contrıbute the(“How bıg 15 YOUTF broadband?”) 15 prized above church’s M1SS1IONArY mandate; the latter depictedmeanıngful T' QPPOI"ES . kmphasıs exchange QUaN- unsettlıng scenar10s rıfe wıth danger. Both edıtorstiıficatiıon, coupled wıth ındıyıdualıstıc internet believe that eıther 1eCW INAaYy be substantıated: (1frultion, eEsSsSENS the ımportance of chared’ the (OTIC hand, the internet HC U-charıtable practices and accountabılıty others.

Even the of elongıng tangıble, Organıc nıcatıve forms hıch enable multıtude of people
partıcıpate in virtual interaction. On the otherCOMMUNITY 15 weakened because of the preference hand, however, although retrospectıve ASSESSIMENTSassıgned superficıal an dısembodied relat1ıon-

IA Y be AT thıs carly9 there d1IC alsochı risks when bypassıng the CCreal” CommMUunıtYy dımen-Schultze’s analysıs closely hadows Elluls but
15 also iınfÄuenced bDy Alexıs de Tocqueville’s reflec- S10N and loosenıng the socıal bonds "neı1gh-

bours”.
t10n democracy in Amerıica (whıch Jomtly COIMN- In spıte of the internet’s ambıvalence, of Itssıders ındıyıdual interests AaN! rel1g10Us seNSItIVILY potential for both extraordınary ıNnın lıght of the COINMON g00d) aM Vaclav Havel’s malefic sıde effects, the authors OpL for 1ANCE
contention that moral responsı1ıbilıty 15
tor emocratıc COEeX1IsSteNCE mater1alıse. Whıle

of self-critical optımısm. Iheır posıtion
empiırıcal evidence whıch that Chrıstians

hıs LONE INaYy sound defeatast, nevertheless cul- CXPCCt progressive humanısıng of the internet
tural proposal 15 outlıned towards TMNOTC reward- IC 111 beneficial the church’s M1S-
Ing applıcatıon of the internet. S10N. Ihe internet favours communNı0N wıthın

Ihe final chapter, 1n fact. SIX A1CA: of the church: partıcularly where church members
study for those wıshıng cultıvate the virtues constıtute mınorıty of the overall populatıon 0)8

the brıink of extinction 1ın the internet AYC 1) ATC scattered ACTOSS5 dıaspora. Furthermore, the
recognıtion of the “levaty” of the dıgıtal mode of internet INAaYy be sed AS tool tor theological traın-
being wıthout EXCESSIVELY expandıng ItSs Impor- ıng, whiıich ın evangelıstıc SCHSE the
- miıstrust of SroWINg techno-magıc demand tor spırıtualıty ex1isting throughout the
hıch 15 unable delıver OUr expectations; 5) NeLTt whıle favourıng the tormulatıon DE develop-severıng rel1g100s tradıtıons from technology, lest MeEeNT of partnershıp proJects aımed Sr socı1a| and
they become indıscrımınately dependant On I6 M1SS1ONArY objectives. In conclusıon, the authors
responsıble ervices be provıde God an OUr hold that the A e1al” Chrıistianity dreaded 1ın theır
ne1ghbours 1ın FELrn for havıng een granted ıfe compendium should 3T deter A MmMassıve uUuSsSCc of the
ecarth; nurturıng friendship 2N the Maın Internet. condıtıon that ue attention 15 paıdform relatıonsh1ps which Canl be enhanced Dy the eed for criıtique AN! corrective act10n.
technology and OLT replaced DYy i behavıng N Whart then ATC the maın risks? Ihe trends whiıch
residents of the real world who WOU utılıse the mırror those manıfest ın SOCIetLYV be SCCH 4A5
internet conscıenti0usly aın wıthın Dounds, ONC central. TIhere 15 110 doubt that the internet 15 COIMN-
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ducıve nNeTt ındıyıdualısm B& “Iınked STATLES of NCW CVe OPITICHt worldwıde arguıng that
solıtude” thus addıng modern ındıyıdualısm both miıght sımultaneously AN!
CW. technology-wıse postmodern [WIST Christian- advocatıng, AS remedy, the CMETSCNCEC of NCW

humanısmbeing relıgıon centred INCarNatIiON , OC€Ss
NOL ımply, accordıng the authors being dıscussed, Italıan Catholics CI} ANe explored the
that “yırtualıtvy” chould be diısmıssed off- SaIillc 1SSUIC wıth theır PIO AI VE standpoınt DOS
hand but rather that ı1L should be experienced wıth s1Dly replacıng earher WAaIT and-see attıtude
d towards the fruuttul contrıbutions 1T could (centred makıng HSE of the internet whenever
offer needed whıle passıvely WI1ICNECSSINS ICS IMPICSSIVC

annotated TEVIECW of rel1g10Us web eXpans1ı0N) Although ethıcal reflectiıon 15 JUuSL 10O0W

(maınly ocated Francophone areas) 15 found beginning, 1L 15 todav viewed AS undertakıng
ar the enNn!| of thıs book Ome of the OMMENTS whıich Cd  —$ longer be deferred
betray 1NCASC 4S regards number of evangelıcal Lastly, OUTr Spadaro publıca-

and theır evangelıstıc CONTENTS Ihe reSst PIO- L10N Ihe author member of the edıitor1al staff of
ıde good Startıng tor reasoned reflection La Cmilta Cattolıca owned Italy Dy

the subject the Jesuut order AN! al observer of cultural
TIhe book edıited DV Altobell:ı 2AN I eone draws trends AS ell 4A5 lıterary CTIHEIC has IC gathered

eıght CSSaVyS earher publıshed DV the Jesuint TEVICW.1TS OTMS1IN from CIN1NAar sponsored DV
the relatıon CXISUNG between the an Ihe book dıyıded 1INTO L[WO subheadıngs wıth

the TrSt eing maınly descr1ptive of phenomenaethıcs Accordıing the edıtors the publıcatıon
the WaY reflection aımed E evaluatıng Iınked the CL culture an the

the implıcatıons of such complex 2AN! HC 15S50U1C5S5 4S second fOcusıng 111 partıcular the observable
those raısed DYy the (P S) Ihe CSSaVS gath- IMPINSCMCNT of the upON the rel1g100s
ered thereın r epresentat1ve of buddıng debate sphere Spadaro deftly afa AN tenden-
ONSOMNS AMONS Catholıcs, chiefly ı Italv —- CCS Organısın? OUTCECS identifyıng problems 4S

STOW1INS the challenge AN| OppOrtUuN1- ell 4A5 ASSCSSINS potenti1al 288l pros CCLIVC dıgıtal
LIES that the ı introduces wıth I‘CSPCCt the technologıes Short but well documented chapters

of the church Some of the twelve CONTr1- ATC assıgned complex anı fascınatıng themes
butions INay be of 1INTErEST 10O AtNO1CS 4S well such N dıgıtal publıshıng, lıbrarıes vıirtual book-
For example Debanne offers PICCIS of the cul- STOTrES web (magazınes avaılable onlıne) the

blog phenomenon blendıng of journal keepingtural and technological developments 1C aV
led the dıgıitalızıng of SOCICELY and the bırth of AN) CWS WIIEHNS — podcastıng, and the remarkable

STOLFV of Wiıkıpedia. Subjects A1C cursorıulythe Relıgi0ns AVC eventually resolved
make for both lost LiımMme An O PO!TUHIIZICS and dealt wıth DV ON ho 115 clearlv acquaınted wıth

theır (through webh shop- them, wıth A helping the reader torm
WINdOWS transnatıonal and CTE “al detaıled critical appraisals of the LODICS eıing dıs-

Coccolını1 the stand taken DYy (Catho- cussed In general the author 15 guarded but fun-
l1C) hıerarchıes whıch resulted from workıng PapCIS amentally OPCH towards L11C cultural torms both
4S well 4A5 declaratıons expressed DV VarıoOous NSTICU- hıghlighting PrOoM1S1NS potentialıtıies whıle NOT

Grohmann delves 1NTO the complex Jurıd- attempting hıde the STCV L1OT the potential
ıcal AN! legıslatıve 8.SPCCtS assoc1ated wıth dıgıtal tor devjant PI‘&CUCCS

Ihe second part of the book where theologıcalcCOomMmM  Cat! mediıa PayVıns partıcular
the safeguard of PILVaCV, electron1ıc aAM pastoral analyses A1TC emphasısed 15 VC er-

CSUNg It NOT DY co1ıncıdence that ICS chaptersaın paedophılıa lıne Altobell: focuses
LLIOTIC theological SSLICS such 4A5 the relatıonshıp ATC tıtled GoOod the Net” and “ The Church AN!
between the internet space/time dımensıon AN! the Internet‘ In the former the author II‘IVCSUgQICS
that of Christological categor 1CS whıch the eed for God today SOCIELV and the cvber-
AN| LIME aVC P both appropriate: an LECCOIN- spirıtualıty offer ACTOSS5 the NeTt the AMOUNET
cıled Altobell: 1 Ad15C5S qUECSTIONS 4A5 the capabılıty of COMTENt: the ASS1IQNS broad spirıtual
of the internet CONVECEV incarnated Cd- debates an LMNOTC specıfically, theologıcal dıa-

torms along Iınes sımılar the channellıng logue Among the INNOVAaLl brought torth
of bıblical revelatıon Finally, Scianchı W O1I1- DV the OIC worth consıdering regards

chıft 111 the localısatıon of authoriıtıes whıch rers whether the InteEernerL sıgnals 1CW poverty”
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ate theological debates “knowledge 15 longer “godcasting” (LE the SrOWINS popularıty of pod
based ON unıque radıatıng CCHLIE, but, AcHEr.  ‘5 aV castıng wıth rel1g10Us added). he internet

also AccomMmMOdates the potenti1al for theologypomt (on the net) INay become CC hıle all
points Cal be accessed from anywhere. Learnıng 15 be “open source” ted Dy countless Inputs and
non-hıerarchical an fragmented and there eX1IStS stirred by Varı0us Auctuations. Ihe Open OUVCE the-
L10 difference between wıthın aın wıthout. Whart ology 15 communıty torm of theologısıng, wıth
effects ll thıs ave upON knowledge and theologı1- CGHITE of authorıty aAMn ent fostering partıicı-
cal cOomMMmMUNICATION?” (p 321) “ IT’heo-blog-y” (LE patıon LMNOTC than pursumg creatıve fidelıty. In the
ınternet theologıical blogging) ralses 11CW quest10ns last chapter (:Ahe Church and the internet ‘ )s the

author reflects documents issued In 2002and leads the openıng of L11IC forums tor the
exchange of VIEWS (the “Chrıstian blog-sphere”). It Dy the Pontifical Councıl for Socı1al Communica-
15 worth notın that the author SCCS the examples t10NS. TOM the Man y ıdeas presented, Spa
of blogs assoc1ated wıth orth Amerıcan evangelı- 54r notably 1Ns1ısts lımıtıng the of the

log-ın/log-off procedure 1C. being trıggered Arcal magazınes (Chrıstuanity Today, World, CfC.) AS

SIgn that HE technologıes ALC 110 utılısed ACTOSS the inıtlatıve of the concerned indıvıdual, bypasses
the Aul SPCCL'I'U.I'I] ofChrıstian denomiınatıons, wıth the “incarnated mediıiation” (p 145) of SACrAaMCNIS,
the Jagged MOSAIC of evangelıcal cOomMMUNITIES SC lıturgy, catechesı1ıs aM eccles1astical instıtutions.
är the forefront of the trend experımenting wıth Ven those who do NOT readıly accept the notion
L1ICW Janguages AN! media (one such medium 15 of eccles1astıc mediation, AS a1d OUuUrtT in Catholıc
Theopedia, the theologıcal encyclopaedıa reflecting theology, miıght that the mısguı1ded USC of
the reformed VIS1ON; 126) Another specımen the ınternet 15 lıkely dılute nNe:s  2 personal COI1-

of thıs 8 cCOMMUNICATIVE trend 15 the so-called mıtment and ıdentificatıiıon wıth the local church

NEW FROM )ATERNOSTE

Body, Soul and Human ıfe
IThe Nature of Humanıty in the Bıble

Joel Green
Are humans composed of LWO dıfferent substances materı1a| DOdYy and A immaterı1a| soul? Ihe VIEW thart

thev ATC 15 COTINMMON AMONSSL Chrıistians veLr IT has been undermıned DV developments ın braıin sclence. But 15 the
Christian VIECW actually OLLCa.: VICW? Recent bıblıcal studies have gravitated AWAY TOM the ıdea that

humans A1TC composed ot istınct body and soul Joe]l Green APSUCS that number of key poıints the Bıble and
the neuroscCIENCES AL characterized DY CONVEISCHCC rather than competition.

Exploring whar Scripture and cheology teach abourt eIng 1n the dıvıne image, the ımportance Oof COMMUNITY, S1IN,
treewill, salvatıon and the atterlıfe Green ALSLICS thart the bıblıcal teachıng O CINg human 15 ın conflıct wırch
the d1iscoverı1es of FELCIT braın sclence. However, accordıng Green. the dualıistic VIEW of the human CISOM 15

IncoOonNsıstent wıth both SCIENCE an Scripture. hıs 15 wıde-rangıng discussıon takıng In the broad D of bıblıcal
theOLlogy, detailed examınatıon ot KeV bıblıcal CCXTS, cheologıcal and phılosophıcal consıderations, An the INOST

reCENT work 1n braın sclence. It 15 SUTC provoke MUC chought and d1iscussıi0n.

Joel Green 15 Protessor of New lestament Interpretation, Fuller Theologıcal SEMNATY, USA
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