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ground of the ıble and the instıtutions wel|l the SCNTES of the story of the dıscıplıne of Bıblıcal Studıes in the
of hoth Testaments, the composition of the ible, methods last SCEVCNLY VCaLS. Rogerson wrıtes the Old .Jes-
n iblica|l tudies e]| the heology and authori of organ New Jlestament research
the ible The arrangement of the articles e]| the /-49, CONtINUNTY, transıtıon, INnNOVatıon). Section
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for evangelica! readers. cal iscıplınes uDON ıblıcal scholarshıp (contrıbutions
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historischer Disziplinen, die Sprachen, UÜbersetzungen Mesopotamıa” (74-88), the Egyptologıst tchen
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“Ancıent Near kastern es Egypt” (89-98) and
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exXt of the Apocrypha” (159-83), Porter “1.an-d’autres disciplines nistoriques, des Jangues bibliques, de
a traduction el de Ia transmıssıon des CxXTEes, de ’arriere- gUaASC and Iranslatıon of the New Testament” (184-
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“Introduction: General Problems of tudyıng the lext
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Ihe PresCcht exhaustive volume offers up-to-date COIMN- Background” bDy Whıtelam 259-6/), “Israel the
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phy. Most of the authors OC from Great Brıtain; there Grabbe 285-300 and Life and Teaching of Jesus
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Subsection examınes the “Instıitutions of the Old cal cholars DPICV to” Rogerson dıs-
and New Testaments”. aywarı examınes “Priest- CUSSCS the relatıonshıp between hıstorıical criticısm and
hood. emple(s), and Sacrıfice” (319-50), Wenham the authorıty of the (841-59). ndexes of subjectsCT ar in the Old Testament” (351-61), Grabbe and Nammnecs 860-82) and of references (883-96) round
“Scribes and Synagogues  29 (362-/71), Lieu, “Move- off thıs well produce volume.
ments” (3/72-8L1, VAarı0us early Jewiısh groups) Section FeVIEW CAaNNOT each artıcle selection
three “Genres of the (JId and New Testaments”. 'ould be subjective. ddıtıon the questi0ons raısed

OO 00 AT prophecy 385-96), Davıes AT above, the outlıne of the volume and the selectiıon of the
apocalyptic (  /-4'  , Dell at wısdom (409-19), authors invıte SOTMNC reflection. number of the CSSAVS
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New lestament” 518-43) and Miıllard “Authors, countrıes AaVe made contrıbutions “Western Bıblıcal
[070)  S and Readers the Ancıent World” 544-64, Studıes”, OLIC wonders whether volume such thıs
Mesopotamıa, Eg2ypt, the Levant. times). The Orgın AaVe also iıncluded authors from thıs CONTLEXT
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ett describes archaeology (567-78), der ıng Obvıously ıt 15 interesting peculate what such
(070)1 textual criticısm 579-90), OSS form. SOUICC, volume mıght ook lıke AT the end of the
and redactiıon criticısm 591-614), Miıtchell rhe- Wıth 1fs approaches and advances ıblıcal scholar-
torıcal and NCW lıterary eriticısm (615-33), M acker shıp described ere (a representatıve of the CUT-
fem1ı1nıst eriticısm and elated QSPCCtS (634-54) and rent of academic bıblıcal studıes!), ıf has apparentlyRowland socıal, polıtıcal, and ıdeological eriticısm (655- hıttle offer for theologıcal interpretation of ıblıcal
/1)e ATC separate CSa y d hıstorıical crit1cısm, CTEXTS 1n the CONTLEXT of taıth and of the church it

theologıcal readıngs of ıblıcal readıngs that WAr|] of the dangers of fundamentalısm, 1t has hıttle
inspıre Dy psychologiıcal ınsıghts. offer ıtself. How do reach sound applıcatıons from
Ihe Ne') Part, The Interpretatuon 2  E, 15 actually bıblıcal texts” Ihe edıtors ask theır preface whether

devoted the theology of the Bıble and ıts study (rals- Bıblıcal €es 15 CO watered-down versıion of theologyıng ınteresting quest10Ns the relatıonshıp between wıth the doctrinal parts omıtted” Ihe volume
interpretation and theology) Old lestament theology 15 atlırm thıs VICW. Ihıs 15 dAdICd where evangelıcal cholars
treated iın OC artıcle only Brueggemann, 5-9 need and make contribution that wıll be g-WONLL the theology of the Law, the hıstorıical wrıtiıngs, nısed beyond the confines of theır OW): Cammp For SOMINC
the prophetic lıterature and wısdom lıterature NOT have suggest10ns SC arshall Beyond the 0VINAgdeserved artıcles of theır OWN?) well ON artıcle from Scripture LO T heology (Acadıa Studıes in and

of New lestament theology J Dunn. 695- Theology; rand pıds Baker, 2004715 here ON  ( mıght ask the Sa question). hould Want close wıth observatıon of the edıtors:
there SE been SCDAar: atc artıcles the presupposıtıons
and methods of ıblıcal theology and the unıty and* Book Reviews ®  Subsection two examines the “Institutions of the Old  cal scholars are prone to fall prey to? J. W. Rogerson dis-  and New Testaments”. R. Hayward examines “Priest-  cusses the relationship between historical criticism and  hood, Temple(s), and Sacrifice” (319-50), G. Wenham  the authority of the Bible (841-59). Indexes of subjects  “Law ın the Old Testament‘”. (351-61), L..L. Grabbe  and names (860-82) and of references (883-96) round  “Scribes and Synagogues” (362-71), J. M. Lieu, “Move-  off this well produced volume.  ments” (372-81, various early Jewish groups). Section  A review cannot assess each article, any selection  three surveys “Genres of the Old and New Testaments”.  would be subjective. In addition to the questions raised  D. W. Rooke looks at prophecy (385-96), P. Davies at  above, the outline of the volume and the selection of the  apocalyptic (397-408), K. J. Dell at wisdom (409-19),  authors invite some reflection. A number of the essays  E. S. Gruen at novella (420-31), R. A. Burridge at gos-  have been written by conservative or evangelical schol-  pels (432-44) and J. M. Lieu at letters (445-56).  ars (e. g. Evans, Millard, Wenham). This is indicative  Part four, The Composition of the Bible, consists of R.  of the welcome fact that there are several highly quali-  G. Kratz’ essay on “The Growth of the Old Testament”  fied evangelical biblical scholars who made competent  (459-88), A. Salvesen on “The Growth of the Apocry-  contributions over many years and are well recognised  pha” (489-517), J. M. Court on “The Growth of the  in their field. While many people from non-Western  New Testament” (518-43) and A. Millard on “Authors,  countries have made contributions to “Western Biblical  Books, and Readers in the Ancient World” (544-64,  Studies”, one wonders whether a volume such as this  Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Levant, NT times). The origin  should have also included authors from this context or  and nature of the canon of the Bible is discussed in the  at least an article surveying what is happening outside of  part Zhe authority of the Bible.  Western biblical studies in scholarly discussions and how  Part five covers Methods in Biblical Scholarship. J. R.  such approaches and insights can be mutually enrich-  Bartlett describes archaeology (567-78), A. van der  ing. Obviously it is interesting to speculate what such a  Kooij textual criticism (579-90), J. P. Floss form, source,  volume might look like at the end of the century.  and redaction criticism (591-614), M. M. Mitchell rhe-  With all its approaches and advances biblical scholar-  torical and new literary criticism (615-33), M.-T. Wacker  ship as described here (a representative survey of the cur-  feminist criticism and related aspects (634-54) and C.  rent state of academic biblical studies!), it has apparently  Rowland social, political, and ideological criticism (655-  little to offer for a fheological interpretation of biblical  71). There are no separate essays on historical criticism,  texts ın the context of faith and of the church. While it  on theological readings of biblical texts or readings that  can warn us of the dangers of fundamentalism, it has little  are inspired by psychological insights.  to offer itself. How do we reach sound applications from  The next part, The Interpretation of’the Bible, is actually  biblical texts? The editors ask in their preface whether  devoted to the theology of the Bible and its study (rais-  Biblical Studies is “a watered-down version of theology  ing interesting questions on the relationship between  with the doctrinal parts omitted”. The volume seems to  interpretation and theology). Old Testament theology is  affırm this view. This is an area where evangelical scholars  treated in one article only (W. Brueggemann, 675-97;  need to and can make a contribution that will be recog-  would the theology of the Law, the historical writings,  nised beyond the confines of their own camp. For some  the prophetic literature and wisdom literature not have  suggestions see I. H. Marshall, Beyond the Bible: Moving  deserved articles of their own?) as well as one article on  from Scripture to Theology (Acadiıa Studies in Bible and  all of New Testament theology (J. D. G. Dunn, 698-  Theology; Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004).  715, here one might ask the same question). Should  I want to close with an observation of the editors:  there have been separate articles on the presuppositions  and methods of biblical theology and on the unity and  ... It will be noticeable that English-speaking contrib-  utors from North America seem to read a different  diversity in the theology of the Bible? B. Janowski covers  set of books from those in Britain, while contributors  “Biblical Theology” (716-31) and E. W. Davies “The  from Germany concentrate primarily on German-  Bible in Ethics” (732-53). Likewise attempts to describe  the theology of the whole Bible such as B. Childs or C.  speaking scholarship. These differences are represent-  ative of the state of scholarship, which has become so  Scobie may have called for a separate article. Also in this  technical and specialized that even scholars working  part appears J. Magonet’s essay on “Jewish Interpreta-  in a comparatively small area cannot hope to master  tion of the Bible” (754-74, would an article on Christian  interpretation of the Bible be superfluous?).  the secondary literature produced by experts working  The final part deals with The Authority of the Bible.  ın different countries and languages. However,... the  diversity that becomes apparent in the Handbook is  L. M. McDonald looks at the canon (777-809) and H.  a reliable guide to the present state of Biblical Studies  A. Harris at “Fundamentalism(s)” in biblical study and  (Preface).  much beyond (810-40, there is relatively little on herme-  neutical presuppositions and interpretation of Biblical  Christoph Stenschke, Bergneustadt, Germany  texts). Is this one of the major problems in Christian  biblical studies? Is a dogmatic mindset restricted to one  side of the range of positions or rather a danger all bibli-  66 * EuroJTh 18:11It wıll be notıiceable that Englısh-speaking contrıb-

(0) from orth Amerıca S(CGC11 ecad dıfferentdıversıty the theology Bıble>? Janowskı ( CVGIS set of books from those 1n Brıtaiun, whıle contrıbutors“RBıblıcal Theology’ /16-31) and Davıes from Germany CO  TATE primarıly German-ın Ethics” 732-53) Likewise descrıibe
the theology of the whole such spe  o scholarshıp. ese dıfferences dIC rcpr‘ CSCNL-

atıve of the of scholarshıp, whıch has becomeScobıe INaV UE called for separate artıcle Also thıs echniıcal and specıalızed that Vecn scholars WOT.  gaAaPPCAars agonet’s “Jewiısh Interpreta- comparatıvely small 1C4d nNo hope ASLETrt10n of the Bıble” (754-74, ould artıcle Chrıstian
interpretation of the Bıble be superfluous?). the econdary lıterature produce: Dy CXpCITS WOT:

Ihe final deals wıth Ihe Authorıty of the dıfferent countrıes and Janguages. However.... the
dıversıty that becomes in the Handbook 15McDonald 00 AT the on 7/77-809 and re119a| gu1de the PI'CSCHt of Bıblıcal StudıesHarrıs AT “ Fundamentalısm(s)” bıblıcal study and (Prefacemuch beyond (810-40, there 15 relatıvely lıttle herme-

neutical presupposıt1ons and interpretation of Bıbliıcal Christoph Stenschke, Bergneustadt, Germany
texts). Is thıs ONC of the maJor problems Chrıstian
ıblıcal studıes” Is dogmatıc mındset restricted ONC
sıde of the Fansc of posıt10ns rather anger ıblı-

EuroJTh 187


