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the ma10r1ry of the scholars ATC Oout Afrıcan which the a1d of the Holy Spirıt AS recurrıng elements in the
offers unıque (non-Amerıcan  rıtısh) perspectıve ethıc: orıentatıon of the New Jlestament. Hopefully
the subject ut other contributors ınclude Rıchard Hays such research wıll provıde stimulus for INOTreC work
(introduction), Cilhıers Breytenbach (Gospel of Mark), ethıcs that consıders how ethiıcal behavıor 15 carrıed
Miıchael 'olter (1 Corıinthians), Petrus Ta (Phılıp- OUT iın communal lıfe 1E ethos and the exıstentıial and
plans), Hatrıck Hartın (James), Ben Wıtherington cognıtıve ınfduences ethıcs (LE ıdentity).
(Colossıans) and Hans-Josef auck (Hebrews). Some Yay Gupta, Durham, Englandof the cholars wWOTr' in South Afrıca nclude Jan
der Watt (Gospel of John), Gert Steyn (Acts), and uırk

Va der Merwe (Johannıne epistles). second unıque
feature of thıs collection 15 Its In sımılar kınds of Imitating Jesus:
eCArtmMECNTS the New Jlestament, the canonıcal GOsS- An InclusıiveApproach New Testament Ethics
pels and the letters of DPaul often hıghlıghted the
neglect ofother [078) However, CVCLY book of the New

Rıchard Burridge
rand pıds kerdmans, 2007 X11 PP-,Testament 15 treated here except Jude and Clement 15

include: final chapter before the hb, ISBN 978-0-8028-44  ®
'Ihe first Y ‘'Mappıng the 16 Approaches UMMARY

New lestament Ethıics’ (K ays), 15 ONC of the SI OoOnNg- This book SE  F OUut reconstruction of New JTestament
ST chapters wıth of the how scholars the ethics grounde In the Jesus of history. It suggests that thepast have approached the topI1Cc. He dıyıdes approaches of the ospels implies that the New Testamentethıcs iNnto five categor1es: (1) thnographic
Description of the Socıal World of the arly Chrıstians whole ethic of imitation of Jesus, and

C:2 CC (2) Extraction of Princıples from the historical Jesus hrough the writings of Pau| and
the ospels, taken In chronological order. It IS suggested( Nıebuhr), (3) Cultural Crıtique of Ideologies that the New JTestament whole DOoINtS inclusivethe New Testament (e.2. Schuüssler Fıorenza), (4

Character-Formatıon and *the 1CS of Ca C and pastora| ethic subsuming the rgorist eachings of the

Hauerwas), (5) Metaphorıcal Embodıiıment of New JTestament.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNGNarratıve Paradıgms (C.2. ays Hays does NOT
evaluate what approac. the CSSaYyS in thıs book (ake. Dieses Buch legt ıne Rekonstruktion der des Neuen
but it WONLL SCCIMN that the contrıibutors WCIC aımıng Testaments VOTr, die Im ESUS der Geschichte ründet. Bur-
är - sSımple descr1ptive, exegetıical approac wıth VIECW
owards iindıng, what der Watt calls “some golden ridge ed dass das (ienre der Evangelien impliziert, dass

das als ( an7es eıne der Imitation eSu vorschlägt.hreads that COU. be ıdentihed runnıng 'oug] Fr geht Vo historischen eSUuSs dUus und geht dann In chro-the documents’ (B 61l) nologischer Reihenfolge UrcC'! die Daulinischen Schriftenoften 15 the asc wıth collections ofCSSaYS, the qual-
ıty of the chapters varıes consıderably. ıcularly OTe-

und die Evangelien. urridge schlägt VOT, dass das als
(janzes auf Ine inklusive und Dastorale hinweist, dieworthy for clarıty of thought and orıgınal eXpression AdIC die rigoristischen Lehren des subsumiert.those the Gospels of Mark and John, Romanss, and

the Apocalypse of John whole, ough, there RESUMEF
SOINC weaknesses 1n thıs book Though there 15 inten- @s |ıvre ISEe un  (D reconstruction de ’ethique du OUVEeAaU
1onalıty ın the reedom of ach contributor OCUS Jestament ondant SUr le Je de/l’histoire. ’auteur
whatever he INnay wısh regardıng ethıcs, ethos, and ıden- considere UJUC lE litteraire des Evangiles impliquetItYy, ıt seemed bıt OO haphazard maJor contrıbution YJUC le Nouveau lestament dans SO ensemble invıte

thıs problem W as the ack of research and IC- un  (D ethique de ’imitation de Jesus Dart dq JEesus histo-
sentatıon of what ıdentıity 1S, how It 15 changed, and Nque, DUIS traıte des 6crIits de Paul, DUIS des Evangıles,how diıscourse (Or rhetor1Cc) affects It Ihe book, then, les considerant dans l’ordre chronologique. Yu«Could AaVe enente: from SOINC LNOTC prelımın: work le OUVEeAaUu Testament dans 1018 ensemble poInNte elrSs Un

why ıdentity and ethos ımportant. ere 15 ethique englobante et pastorale, QquU! canalise 5C5 enseigne-deal of research socıal ıdentity and the relatıonshıp ments rigoristes.between thos and dentıty in socıial-scıientific studıes,
but thıs seemed be untappe by the authors
of thıs volume. Imitating Jesus eOINS wıth the important observatıon

ePse criticısms should NOT Prevent VO: wıth an that the lıterature New lestament ethıcs rareIy focuses
interest in ethıcs TOm ral  g thıs book Its fresh Jesus and hıs eachıng In thıs dıscourse, the ethıcs

of the Varlıous New lestament 00 wrıters theapproac. and perspect1ve, ıf bıt ınchoate, brings
ımportant contrıbution the topIC. In the epulogue, Maın theme the detriıment of dırect reference Jesus

der Watt underscores the sıgnıfıcaNcCE ofsuch ‘golden imse chard Hays iınfuent1al The Moral Vısıon
threads’ A the wıll of God. the example of Chrıist, New Testament 15 obvıous exemplar of thıs providıng
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Burridge’s maın dıalogue partner he SCTS OUut rectify graphical honesty promoting self-criticısm. Thıs 15 NOT
what he SCC5 deficıt. systematıcally dıiscussed (for that.  - SCC anıel DPatte’s Ethics

Hıs 15 oriented by three basıc theoretical of Bıblıcal Interpretatiuon ) Oug! it 15 regularly practiced,commıtments. Ihe first 15 work from the best hıstor1- from the openıng confession that the book W as conceıved
cal-critical ONSCNHNSU:!: the hıstorical Jesus, that 1S, usıng iın pent-house hot tub, the last chapter’s regular ref-
the “usual criterion of authenticıty, such dıssımlarıty, CEHE1IcCES private conversations wıth promınent fıgurescoherence and multıple attestatiıon.” Ihe document in the South Afrıcan church In thıs last chapter urr-
and Josephus the maın non-bıblıcal SOUTITCCS regularly ıdge hıs thesıs agalnst the fraught exegetical terraın
adduced, and hıs 15 ee.| tamılıar and uncontentious apartheıd South Afrıca, ommendıng virtue thıc
ıblıcal studıes portraıt of the hıstorıcal Jesus.

Ihe second and methodologically domiınant LMOVC
whose Nction 15 remınd that moral change takes
tiıme and thus the church accept people where

15 emphasıze that the maın provıdıng ACCCSS5 they Al“« Burridge learns from the Out: Afrıcan CONTLEXT
the hıstorıcal Jesus the SynNoptıc gospels, 1C. that only the church that practices such iınclusıon Ca

Burridge 15 AT paıns locate wıthın the ancıent
of 10graphYy. central of thıs book arıses

read scrıpture rightly. Ihe ole of ıblıcal cholars in
thıs 15 CXpCITS Serving, readers the DCWSfrom the fact that ancıent bıographies held ogether (agaın, the methodologiıcal ımplıcatıons of such claımboth words and ee. portrayıng theır central sub- much TICHE fully developed (Charles Cosgrove,ject |and| WEEIC wrıtten explıcıtly o1ve example

others emulate...” (Z5) Burridge regularly remınds ealıng LO Scripture In Moral Debate).
that LNONC of the New Jlestament 00 function ıke T quest1ons emerged for thıs reader. Fırst, what

O€es It IIC the hıstorıical ould, rather than theancıent ethıc: treatıse, but TAaW theır ethıcal force church, SCTS the basıc erıteriıon of what be elıevedımplıcıtly explıcıtly setting OUtT pıcture of Jesus
be mulated by hıs followers. Here the contempo rary about Jesus? Burridge hıs OW]

ehever 15 ıntended emulate NOT Jesus’ partıcuları- in ONC tellıng bıographical footnote eXplaınıng that
he finds beginnıng wıth the hıstorıcal Jesus appealıngtıes but those thıngs he saıd and dıd that unıversally NOT because of hıs eccles1ial commıtments, but becausebındıng, namely, “h1s OPCD pastoral acceptance ofothers,

especıally those whom SOINC ImaYy consıder be S1N- he traıned iın classıcs iın xfOor. Second, O€s beginnıng
ners’”. Furthermore, such followıng and such accepting from the hıstorıcal Jesus NOT SCTGEN OUuUfT ımportant parts
have be one wıthın the communıty of others who of hıs lıfe. and SEr false dıchotomi1es? Is It theologı-

cally NECCCSSALY polarıze Jesus’ teachıng and Cnalso respond, yet who Inay be VC dıfferent from OUTI-
selves” (ZZ) hıstor1ans apparentiy must), and furthermore begın

Ihıs understandıng ofthe hıstorıical Jesus’ ethıcW d they do DYy subtracting the resurrection and ascensioNnN
OUrTt of the stated ANCcE the EXTITEINE demands from the lıst of Jesus’ authentic deeds” Fınally, p

toral and et'| be pıtte agalnst ONC another”?of Jesus’ rıgorist ethıcal teachıng wıth hıs open-hande
pastoral ellowshıp wıth sınners. trajectory AWAY TOmM I hıs book 15 probably best apprecıiated construal
the NgZOrOUS and toward ınclusıyısm 15 CX dıscovered of Chrıistian thıcs hıch pastoral system-
in the wrıtiıngs of Paul whıi be less concerned atıcally Merrv1ıdee discussı10Nn, af least those fraught
wıth Jesus’ teachıng, callıng instead “tor iımıtatıon of discussionNs that challenge the formatıon of
Jesus’ EEAS hıs accepting others, what have called WNHOLY accepting communıtıes. Ihe New lestament’s
hıs OPCH pastoral practice” Ihe materı1al dıscus- IMOST strıkıng ethıcal STAatfemMe«eNTS dIC typıcally dıffused
S10N concludes wıth chronologıcal Ourney Ooug! the thıs book Dy the claım that they stand tiıme-bound
gospels, whıch urrıdge finds  , rather remarkably, that gestures of pastoral COIICETNMN rather than SEr ong moral
ach evangelıst iın theır OW|] WaY 15 urgıng mMımesı1ıs of claıms be taken ser10usly ın theır OW!] rıght
Jesus’ “open aCCCDLANCE of others wıthın the inclusıve Brıan Brock, Aberdeen, cotlandCommunıty of who dIiIC followıng,  D (Burriıdge’s X10SS
ofark’s emphasıs “dıscıpleshıp”, 184) Of the 9OS-
pels, urrıdge that ] uke best artıculates Jesus’”
ethıcal deal Ihe remaınıng New lestament books dA1IC

NOT surveyed, primarıly the grounds that they
InoOre dıfhcult fit into Burridge’s bıographical mMmımesıs
methodology. Thıs treatment of the Maın of
the New Testament has famılıar feel ın bıblıcal studıes
SCHIC that IMaANASCS be ATı OMICE bulky and tantalızıngly
e dıffhcult9oug] in MOST Ca COMN-

prehensiıve bıblıography of COH[CITIPO[ scholarshıp 15
upplied

1rı but less explıcıtly artıculated methodologiıcal
cCommıtment 15 the ımportance of the reader’s bıo-
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