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<An alıen in the land? SUMMALY ofSinging the
Ethos of God by Brıan Brock’

Sımon Woodman

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
als eıner moralischen und ethischen ra entfremdet,

|Diese Zusammenfassung des Buches Singing the Fthos wei|l SIe SIE oft auf eın Studienobje für Gebiete
of (0d VOT) Briıan Brock zeigt, wıe Brock versucht, seINE wWwIe Kirchengeschichte, Bibelwissenschaften und phi-
eser auf eINe „Reise In unbekanntes ancı“ mitzu- losophische reduziert en Im Gegensatz dazu
nehmen, das seltsame | and VOT) Schrift und 1 Jas hietet roC eınen nsatz 7Z7ur chrift d der eine Moral-
Buch tragt den subversiven Untertitel ON the Place of theologie erZzeugt, weil er die treuen Leser einlädt, ihre
Christian Fthics In Scnpture* („Zum (Irt der christlichen Entiremdung Von der Schrift adurch anzugehen, dass

in der CHrifES), eINe hewusste Umkehrung der Ver- SIE ihre Sprache und Redewendungen lernen, dass SIEe
trauteren rage nach dem der Cchrift ın der christli- HFE die anbetende Dbegegnung innerhalb der (‚renzen
chen Fthik Statt wieder eiınmal fragen, wWIE die Schrift der Schrift EIMISC werden und dass SIEe eine wach-
Fthik informieren kann, versucht Brooks, innerhalb sende Vertrautheit zulassen, die darin resultiert, eıne
der Begegnung zwischen (‚ott und Mensch r ursprüngliche und gelebte Beziehung mMıiıt dem Jext als
welche die Schrift hervorruft. Er behauptet, eiINıISCHE Schrift gestalten. SO ird die ibel einem „transfor-
Imperative tauchten In der Gemeinschaft des (aue mierenden Jext“, und diejenigen, die sich entscheiden,
hens beim „Singen“ der chriäft Ure. die gemeinschaft- als Fremde In ihrem seltsamen | and leben, entdecken
liche Artikulation der Psalmen auf, da das Fthos (iottes „wundersame Dinge“ Im Gesetz, In den CGeboten und
adurch In der Gemeinschaft vergegenwaärtigt wird, dass Ordnungen (‚ottes
das Volk (‚ottes die Schrift singt [ Jer Artikel fasst den Argumentationsgang VOonNn Brocks

Fur Brock stellt ich die äa folgendermalsen da Buch UrC| seIne drei Teile INndurc L Der
Während Menschen sowohl| der chrift als auch (jott

Zur Rolle der ibel In der christlichen und stellt
erste Teil gibt eiınen UÜberblick über ge:  wartige Ansatze

als etwas „Fremdem“ egegnen könnten, beginnt die
Gemeinscha hei der Vereinigung ihrer Stimmen mMıt die rage „Wıe lernen Wilr, die ibel thisch lesen?“
den Stimmen der Schrift, die Sprache des Königreiches In den ersten ünf Kapiteln diskutiert rOoC uhrende

hermeneutisch, kommunitär,(‚ottes lernen, ammelt Erfahrung In ihren CGewohn-
heiten und ihrer CGirammatik und ird adurch transfor-

gegenwärtige Ansätze
biblisch-ethisch, biblisch-theologisch und exegetisch-the-

miert, da ıhr eigenes Fthos mıiıt dem OS der Schrift In ologisc ıer ıst Bonhoeffers | esewelse der Psalmen das
inklang gebrac ird Brock ezieht die etapher Vo  = Hauptbeispiel). |JDer zwelıte Te!il hietet den L esern eıne
Bonhoeffer |Jie Kirche ıst eın Chor, der eıne unbekannte Gelegenheit, cselhst In die Moraltheologien VOT Augusti-
Melodie einübt, un die anarchische Kakophonie ird MUS (Kapite! 6) und | uther (Kapite! /) einzutauchen; hier
1Ur durch Wiederholung uınd ständige Auseinanderset- ird die Frage gestellt: „Wie können wır anfangen, ıIn die
ZUNg In eIıne transtormierende Harmonie verwandelt. Fremdheit der OrY es einzutauchen?“ [JDer dritte
Auf diese Welse untersucht T die rage, Wds$s 5 edeu- e1| positionlert christliche innerhalh der chrift und
tel, subjektiv In die Story der Schrift einzutauchen, ehben fragt „Was nassiert, wWenn äubige lernen, das -Ethos
UrC| das Singen der Psalmen, daraus UuUrcCc die (OHes“ Ingen“ Kapite! {[ut das, indem ES das KONn-
Begegnung aallı dem unbekannten Anderen wieder aUf- zept eıner „ethischen EXeDESE: vertieft untersucht, und
zutauchen, dem Nan dort egegnet ıst. Christliche Kapite! erreicht dies, indem ES demonstriert, Was dieser
ird adurch Zl konstruktiven gleic der Gläubigen hestimmte nsatz In der PraxIis hbedeutet. |)as geschieht
mit dem Fthos ottes, wıe ESs In der Schrift Olenba ıst uUurc ausführliche Anwendung Von „ethischer EX@DESE:,

Zeitgenössische rısten en sich Vo der Schrift hesonders In ezug auf Psalm 130 und x  S
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RESUME L es chretiens aujourd’ hul meconnalssent Ia force
morale et ethique de |l’Ecriture Uf  ils l’ont trop

(@ FESUTTIE du livre de Brian Brock ntitule Singing the Ouvent reduite obje 6tude dans des disciplines
Fthos of God (« Chanter ethos de Jeu »») Ontre COMNN- [T |(histoire de |Eglise, les &tudes bibliques et V  thi-
ment Irauteur EerNrTNETIE 565 lecteurs < VOVdBEC DaY>S UE philosophique. Brock DPFrODOSC UNE approche
etranger , le DdyS etrange de llEcriture et de ethique. de criture, YU! roduit Un  M theologie morale IMVI-

donne  C livre tıtre subversif : (< [Ju röle de ethi- tant le lecteur fidele ranchnır 1a distance YU! le SCDare
JUEC chretienne dans |/Criıture w QU! ellıbere- de Fceriture apprenant SOM langage et SE idiomes,
ment les termes de la question plus COUran du ro  le de 6tablissant residence : l/ interlieur de 55 frontieres Dar
IrCriıture dans ethique chretienne. Au lieu de deman- UNe rencontre lors du Culte et devenant de plus
der cCommMent l/Fcriture peut etre utilisee DOUT b.  atır  s un  (D plus familier AVEC elle de acon IV. UNe authentique
ethique, Brock cherche £ determiner quelle place ı1en relation dVEC SOM L3a Bible Deut devenir
’ethique dans la rencontre I1eUu et |Ihomme UU QU! transforme et CEUX YU! choisissent de

Feriture produit. considere JUEC les imperatifs ethiques etrangers dans 1018 DaYS etrange decouvrent des choses
merveilleuses dans Ia 10 et les commandements deapparalssent alors YUE Ia communaute de Ia foi chante

les DSAUTTICS, Car est lorsque le peuple de J1eu chante | Dieu
|/Feriture UJUC ethos Ivın I[roOuve realisee SOM SEIN Cet article (ESUTTIE les partıes dul developpement

Bıen JUE IIFcriture et Ieu pulssent Stre rencontres de Brock La r SUrVOo| des approches
etrangers part, est alors qUueE Ia [NMMU- cContemporaines du röle de Ia ible dans ethique chre-

naute Jolnt OIX celle de CcCriıture YJU elle VEeNnNne DOSsant Ia de la d lere dont MOUS

apprendre Ia langage du rFOYdUMC de lIeu et amı- aPPFTeNONS lıre 1a ible ! de VUeE ethique
liariser AVEC SE UTtUu el SramMmMalre. Flle est ’approche hermeneutique ’approche OommMUNaUtaIıre
transformee Dar Ia conformite de SO  _ ethos celul de celles de ethique iblique de la theologie iblique et de
I/FEcriture Brock reprend © Bonhoeffer Ia metaphore SU- Ia theologie exegetique (notamment chez Bonhoeffer)

I/ Eglise est UuUNne chorale QUI apprend © chanter Ur  D a deuxieme Dartı IMMETSC le lecteur dans Ia theologie
melodie dont elle est DdS familiere, eTt est Dar Ia lEDC- morale de St Augustin et dans celle de | uther DOsant
Uulon JUE Ia cacophonie anarchique change P u  l de SaVOIT COomMMenNtT 110US DOUVOTIS COTNMNETI-

harmonie EXamıne donc COomMMentT Sub- Cer dans monde de —— histoire de
Jectivement dans histoire scripturalire Dar le chant des Jeu a troisieme Ontre Ia place YJUE tient ’ethique
Psaumes DOUT ressortır transforme Dar 1a rencontre AdVCC dans Ecriture, DOsant 1a question de YU! advient
|’Autre mal JUE l’on rencontre L’ethique lorsque lEe peuple de Ia fOl apprend © chanter ethos de
chretienne devient UNe acon DOUT le peuple de lIeu traıte ond de la notıon CXCHCSEC ethique et
la fO! de conformer O ethos de [ Dieu revel dans les ermmıne Dar des exemples CONCreis de cCelte approche
Fcritures particuliere DOUT les Psaumes 130 et 104

ABSTRACI ITS CUSTtOMS and STarMar and eing transformed
d$ their IW ethos becomes synchronized ith the ethos

This SUMIMAAaTrY of Brian Brock book Singing the OS of Scripture Brock draws the metaphor from onhoef-
of God cshows how Brock seeks take his readers fer the church IS choir learning SINS unfamiliar

JOUTNEY oreign land the strange land of CrIIp- melody, and IT 15 only hrough repetition and continual
{ure and ethics The book I5 subversively subtitled Yn engagement that anarchic cacophony transftorm-
the Place of Christian Fthics Scripture deliberate atory harmony In his WAdY, he explores what N

subjectively InTto the STOFV of Scripture hrough thereversal of INOTE familiar regarding the place
of Scripture Christian ethics Instead of asking OTICE SINSINS of the Psalms, such WdY CINECETSC nSs-
' the of how Scripture Can spea ethics formed DV the nNCOUNTer ith the unfamiliar er who
Brock seeks rather locate ethics within the divine- 15 mel there Christian ethics thus hecomes the TUC-
human encouUunNter 1IC| Scripture engenders He claims [ive alignment of the people of al ith the ethos of

(60 AS revealed | Scripturethat ethical iımperatıves CIMETISEC d the of al
CNSASES the SINSINS of Scripture through the [NMU- Contemporary Christians have become estranged
na articulation of the Psalms because IT I5 d the people from Scripture ASs mora| and ethical force hecause they
of God SNNS Scripture that the ethos of God I5 actualised have L[OO often educed IT object of study ISCI-
amongst them plines such d church history, biblical studies and pohilo

For Brock while both Scripture and God IMaY initially sophical ethics Agalnst his roc! offers approac
he encountered ‘foreign IT d$ the ! Scripture IC generates moral theology hecause IT
| VOICES ith those of Scripture that they egin learn nNvıtes the al reader ddress their estrangement
the language of the kingdom of God ecoming killed from Scripture DYy learning ITS language and iCdIom DY
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taking u residence within Its orders hrough worshipful Ology (of IC Bonhoeffer eading of the Psalms IS the
encounter, and Dy allowing the rowing familiarity which maın example). Part Ooffers readers opportunityresults shape genulne and Ive!l relationship with the mMmerse themselves ın the moral theologies of Augustine
t[EexT d Scripture. Thus the ible hecomes transforma- (Chapter 6) and | uther (cChapter {Y asking the question,tory text and those who choose live d$ aliens within Its
strange land discover ‘wondrous things’ ın the |aw, COM-

‘how mig egin enter ınto the foreignness of
mandments and ordinances f God story'. Part Ocates Christian ethics wiıthin CrIp-

LWUure, asking the question, what happens when people iThe article summMarızes the development of Brock’s
book hrough Its three Darts Part SUFVEYS O- al learn sing the “athos of Godr// Chapter does
d AaCCOUNTS of the role of the ible In Christian ethics, DY expounding In ep the notion of “ethical exegesis ,

and chapter achieves this DY demonstrating what thisasking the question, ’how learn O read the Bible ethi-
cally”. In the first Ive chapters FOC discusses leading distinctive approaCc In practice DY engagıng In
contemporary approaches: hermeneutical, communtItar- extended ‘ethical exegesis’, especially of Psalms 130 and
lan, biblical ethics, biblical heology, and exegetical the- 104

Open CVCS, that INAaYy behold wondrous through the singıng of the Psalms, 1ın such WaYy AS

thıngs OUuUTt f YOUrF law. Iıve 4S alıen in the CMCISC transftormed DYy the CHECOLTETr wıth the
land do NOT hıde yYOUrF commandments from unfamılıar Other whi 15 mMmMeTt there Christian ethıcs

My soul} 15 consumed wıth longing for YOUFTrC thus becomes the constructıve alıgnment of the
Oordınances AT al times (Psalm 119:18-20). people of faıth wıth the ethos of God AS evealed

in Scripture.
Introduction Brock’s assertion 15 that CONTCEMPOF: ar’V Y1S-

t1ans ÜV become estranged from Scripture AS  N
Brian Brock takes those wh. read hıs book ON moral AI ethıcal fOrce, because theyA LOO Often
Journey foreıgn and He InNvıtes them travel, reduced 1T object of study 1ın dıscıplınes such
wıth hım AS theır ou1de, 1Into the SLFaANZC and of 4S church hıstOrYy, bıblical studıes, AaN! phılosophıi-Scripture AaN! ethıcs. TIhe book 15 subvers1ively sub- cal ethıcs. Agaınst thıs, he offers Al approachtiıtled On the Place of Chrıistian Ethıcs 1ın Scripture , Scrıpture whıich SCNCFrALES moral theology because 1T

delıberate reversal of amılıar question InNvıtes the aiıthful reader ddress theır Ce-regardıng the place of Scripture ın Chriıstian ethıcs. from Scripture DY Jearnıng ICS anguage an
nstead of askıng HIC agaln the question of how ıdıom, DY takıng resiıdence wıthın Ifs borders
Scripture Can speak ethıcs, Brock seeks rather through worshipful CHNCQUNILCE and DY allowıng the

locate ethıcs wıthın the dıyıne-human eNnNCcCOUNTtEr STrOWINS famılıarıty which. results shape A SCHU-whiıch Scripture engenders. Specıifically, he claıms ine and Iıved relatıonshıp wıth the VOXE 4S Scripture.that ethıical iımperatıves CMCTISC AS the Communıty In thıs WaV, the Bıble becomes transformatoryof faıth CNSASZCS ın the SINSINS of Scripture through ECXT. wıth those who choose Iıve AS alıens wıthın
the communa|l artıculatıon of the MIS. because It ICS strange and dıscovering “wondrous thıngs’ 1n
15 AS the people of Go0od sıng Scripture that the ethos the law, commandments and Ordınances of God
of God 15 actualısed amongst them Brock’s Invıtatıon SHNCOUNfTIETr the fore1gnNNessWhiıile both Scrıpture an God INAaYy ınıtlally be of Scripture ın transformatory relatıonshıp takes
encountered 4S fore1gn”, IT 1S 4A5 the Communıty shape three-part dıscussıon of Chrıstian ethıcs.
Jo1ns 1ts VO1CES wıth those of Scripture that they Although Brock rıghtly W ar1lls that go0od book
begın learn the language of the kıngdom of 15 always better than Its summary X; nonethe-
God, becomıng skılled in Its CUSTOMS aın STAM- less the preCIs whıich tollows 111 hopefully ASSISt
INar, anı being transftormed AS theır z ethos reader unfamılıar wıth the detaıl of hıs argumentbecomes synchronızed wıth the ethos of Scripture. Orlıentate themselves quickly ın relatıon the
Ihe metaphor 15 Bonhoeffer’s: the church 15 choır salıent po1nts. Brock’s ar gument 15 presented below
learnıng SINS unfamılıar melody, G1 1t 15 only 1ın condensed torm wıth mınımal critical COMMECNT,
through repetition an continual CNZASCMECNL naft leaviıng, such CNgZgAZSEMCN the artıcles hıch
anarchıc cacophony LUrns transformatory har- tollow. art of Brock’s book provıdes of
I1NONY. In thıs WaV, TOC explores what It CONTEMPOFACY ACCOUNFTS of the role of the Bıble 1n

e1r subjectively Into the story of Scripture, Christian ethıcs, askıng the question of how 11IC
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learns read the Bıble ethically. artı 14 offers all readıng the Bıble trom wıthın the academ1c guud
opportunity ımmerse oneselftf 1n the moral theol- Can helpfully an productively iınteract wıth those
ogıes ofAugustine and Luther, askıng the question domg ftrom wıthın faıth commuUunNıtıeES.
of how ONC beg1ns CIr into the foreignness of Charles C0sgrove takes DPatte’s dıstıiınction between
0d’s STOTYV. Fınally, Dart 111 OcCcates Chriıstian ethıcs the academı1c and faıth communıtıes für-
wıthın Scripture, askıng the question fwhat hap- ther. suggesting that Justice ın readıng CIMMCISZCS

when the reader achıeves the of rtPCDS when people of faıth learn SINS the c  ethos
of God’ ımpartıal referee. However, in enforcıng thıs dıs-

tinction, Cosgrove dımınıshes the Bıble’s abılıty
challenge the moral presupposı1t1Ons of the reader.

DPart Learning about readıng the Biıble For Schüssler Fiorenza, Patte an Cosgrove, ethıcs
for ethics 15 conce1ved of 4S human aCt1VItY, wıth the reader

'Ihe five chapters hıch comprise arft provıde decıdıng the Just COUTSC of actıon AS they approach
detaıled of Ta of CONTEMPOFCAFY 1SCUS- the TEXT Such reader-centred approach ralses PTO-
S10NS the role of the Bıble in Christian ethıcs. ftound quest1ons about the place of the chıld anı
Clarıty an CONSIStENCY ATC provıded through dısabled, 4S well AS leavıng lıttle LOOINNN crıt1que
askıng of each approach how IT miıght the 1ıdeology of the sulcıde bomber. Nonetheless,
specıfic ethıcal 1SsuUeE: namely the Uus«Cc of the Bıble there 15 ımportant insıght be gaıned 1ın OS-

determıne understandıngs of the male-female nısıng that Bıble readıng be dıvorced from
relatıonshıp. the reader’s ethıcal and moral presupposıt1ions.

Chapter SULVCYVS the contrıibutions of Elisa- Chapter asks whether Chrıstian exeget1-
beth Schüssler Fıorenza, Danıel Datte anı Charles cal AN! ethical methodology CN E VEr eXISt. If the
Cosgrove. three CSDOUSC approaches hıch approaches outlıned in Chapter ftound moral-

Ity certaın An the Bıble AN! the church foreign,ALı predicated desıre read wıth methodo-
Jogıcal self-awareness in Oorder p FeVCNL the Bıble those addressed iın Chapter ind the church anı
from eing read oppressively. Underlyıng each of ethıcs famılıar, but the Bıble foreign AN! unfa-
these three hermeneutical solutions 15 the question mılıar, AN! thev seek WdYS in hıch the Bıble
of whether the reader brings the e  A inherently Call be brought Car the world of Chrıistian
Oppressive assumpt1ons which ultımately render ethıcs. Ihese cComMuUNıtarıanNn solxti0ons emphasıse
theır readıng unethıical. the ependence of people each other, Jocatıng

Elısabeth Schüssler Furenza wrıtes AS self-con- rediscovery of Chrıstian ethıcs ın redisCOovery of
sc10usly fem1nıst eritie, havıng notor10usly chal- Christian COMMUNILtY.
lenged the annual meeting of the Socıety ofBıblical Bruce Bırch and Larry Rasmussen afırm the
I ıterature 1n 1988 recognıse theır Oppressive iınherent moral force of al human cCOMMUNItTtIES
readıng practices whıch, che claımed, systematıcally Shape behavıour, wıth the RBıble sımply playıng
excluded female interpreters AaN! interpretations 1fSs Dart ın those ethıcal ftormulatıons determıned

wıthın Chrıstian commUuUunNıItIeES. Stephen Fowl AN:of the Bıble Her preferred approach the Bıble
15 through the dıscıplıne of rhetorıcal CHMMCISM., Gregory Jones SUSSCSL that the problem of the rela-
whıich che SCCS 45 provıdıng towards critical tionshıp between the Bıble S ethıcs 15 NOT (D

responsıbilıty. Such all approach allows the LEXT of temporal 1stance from the biblical wriıters, but
be critically yveLr ethically engaged, AS ItSs ideology 15 of moral dıstance from the ethıcal worldview they
recognısed AS Toreign’ that of the reader. 5 aAMn that the church needs PDay TLNOTC

Danıel Patte buılds the work of Schüssler attention moral self-criticısm than textual aAM
Fiıorenza, addressing what he perce1ves be hıstorıical bıblıcal Crit1c1sm. Stephen FHFonwl takes thıs

weakness 1n her approach, namely ack of approach ONC urther wıth hıs suggest1on that
attention the role whıch Communıty plays ın IT 15 the aCt1VIty of the Spirıt which both draws the
interpretation. Like Schüssler Fiıorenza, atte self- Chrıistian cCommunıty of faıth together, aMı brings
CONsSCI0OUSLy artıculates hıs OW : 1deology, speakıng the StOr1es of Scripture ear ON that communıty
AS ““nsıder) member of the academ1c ouuld He wıth ethıcal force. Sıgniıficantly, these cOommMUNItAr-
SCCS bıographical self-analysıs AaS the WaAY achıev- 1an solutions recognıSsE the place of dıvıne actıon in
ng ethıical readıng, because It the WaAY the approprliation of the Bıble for Chrıstian ethics,

reflectıve bıblıcal CXCSESIS whıch DayS attention AS the people of G0od Scripture for ethıcal
the ıdeology of the c  other In thıs WdYV) those ouldance. However, DY fOCcUsSINS primarıly the
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narratıve portions of Scripture, they also allow the odologıcal difAculties encountered when tryıng
tormatıon of ethıcal wıthın the CanOon arrıve AL of the Bıble’s moral teachıng
TIhe analytıc and critical readıngs ofChapter thus tor Christian ethıcs. Besıides, It 15 iımportant OTe

x1Vve WaV approach whiıich Ocates interpreta- that there 1$ dısproportionate attention paıd
t10Nn wıthın the Christian CommunıtYy. the New Testament, aM unspoken iımplıcatıon

Chapter furthers the debate by surveyıng that the Old Tlestament has less alue for Chrıiıstian
those who adopt baiblical ethics approach, where ethıcal ENUIY.
the ethıcal teachıng of the Bıble 15 synthesised AaN! Chapter from biblical ethıcs approach
then applıed oug the uUuSc of overarchıng moral those wh: seek hblıical theology solution the
claıms, princıples, an guldıng ımages. By thıs question of the relatıon of Chrıstian ethıcs AaN!

Scripture. Ihe COINMMON thread 1n thıs chapter’sACCOUNT, 1T 15 the church A specıfic parts of the
Bıble which SCCI1 famılıar, whıiıle the Bıble’s unıty examınatıon of Brevard A Francıs Watson
AaN! the moralıty ıf demands SC dıstant an for- aM John ebster 15 that they A all indebted
e1gn. Central thıs approach 15 the attcmpt arl Rarth’s insıght that 0d’s ıfe 15 foreign all
summarıse the Bıble’s moral teachıng tor uUus«c in human des1gns, meanıng that those who wısh
Chriıstian ethıcs. become tamılıar wıth the story of God make

Frank Matera reCOSNISES the diversıty of Scr1p- Journev Into the unknown. hıs 15 Journey
ture’s moral claıms., AN! SCCS thıs 45 problematıc for whıch Can only be undertaken ALl the Invıtatıon of
ICS CONteMpOr arYv moral relevance. Hıs 1$ God hımself, 4S DYy hıs he draws the church

into hıs STOeach bıblıcal book AS A dıiscrete unıt, SU111-

marısıng the moral iıdeology of each FTEXE whiılst Brevard Chılds Barth’s claım that the
retaınıng the dıversıity of the ethıical VO1CES ftound Bıble 15 the history of .‚Od’s speakıng, and SUT-

1n the whole Rıchard Hays alsO DEZ1INS DV SUMMI11a- VCVS the whole f Scripture dıscern the
MsSINS the teachıng of the New lestament books, development of Chrıstian doetrine. Chıilds, 1ıke
but then seeks tfurther in develop- Barth, SCCS5 in Scripture collection of dıfferent
ng robust synthetic ACCOUNT of the moral claıms WItrFNESsSES the sıngle subject of GOod revealed
hıch CMECTSC, Hıs approach 15 demandıng ONC, in the Trinıty, wıth the biblical WItNEeSss the tr1n1-

tarıan God becomıing actualısed ın the readıngrequırıng the Christian reader of Scripture relate
al y gıven scrıptural PaASSAPIC the wıder ethıcal cCommunıty through the act1vıty of the Holy Spirıt.
synthesı1s he descrıbes. John Howard Er takes Chıiılds descrıibes Scripture 4S prısm through
d dıifferent approach, questionıng whether ıt 15 whıich lıght from the dıfferent aspects of the Chriıs-
actually NECCCSSAL Y produce general of t1an ıtfe 15 refracted’ (S5)3 meanıng that tOor 1mM
the New Testament’s teachıng before developing the dıversıty of the Bıble, 4A55 revealed DV hıstorıcal

synthetic 1eW of the whole Hıs assumptıon crit1c1sm, 15 NOT labılıty but TESCHUCE The OIV
15 that the moral Uunıty of Scripture 111 be CSDC- Spirıt brings thıs dıversıty realıty ın the dıverse
clally visıble ın ethically problematıc„ such A4ASs oft those wh; read Scripture. Therefore,
those hıch address slavery the role of tor Chıilds, the church’s ethıcal methodology MUST
Yoder concludes that such dıfAcult testify parallel thıs 'great diversıty AS  Po theological WItrNess

collısıon between the mess1anıc lıberatiıon of ıfe under the rule of God’ (55) 3O thıs eNd.
Jesus’ MCSSALZC an patrıarchal cCultuüre: an that the belhever CEes 31OT Lurn Scrıpture A moral
DV engagıng wıth them reader 1S enabled bring rule SVSTCM, but rather dıiıscerns ethical COIMN-

theır OW. moral problems Scripture, NOT wıth mands DY entering the foreıgn and of AaCtIV-
the intent of arrıyıng AL definıtive SULLILLAL Y of Ity 4S revealed 1n Scrıpture.
Scrıpture, but of gOo1INg deeper INto IC Francıs Watson dıffers from Childs ın that he

The bıblical ethıcs solutions outlıned 1n thıs OC€s NOT begın hıs exercC1se in bıblıcal theology
chapter provıde SOMIC ımportant insıghts: aySs and wıth comprehensıve SUMIMNAaL y of the Bıble’s
er that Chrıstian actıon 15 the PpropcCr COIN- ethıcal wıtness. Rather, he that 4A11 eth1ı-
teXt tfor Scriptural interpretation, whıiıle Yoder COIMNN- cal readıng of Scripture 15 ONZOINS PrOCCSS, an
pellingly that of PSt iımportance tor the NOLT somethıng whiıch Can be completed. It 15 AaS the
development of Chrıistian ethıc 15 PEISCVCIALLCC ın church CNSASCS wıth the complexıity of Scripture,
bringing ethical problems Scripture, rather than nngıng together both secular 288l theologıcal
1n attempts summarıse the ethıcal teachıng of ethıical tradıt1ons, that the Bıble 15 re-read for the
Scripture. However, they also hıghlıght the meth- CO[I'ECITIPOI' arV time and culture. IThe tocal point of
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thıs re-readıng 15 the PCISON 2! work of Chrıst the Psalms which shapes hıs ethıcal understandıng,
callıng the WOr HC relatıonshıp wıth hım- accordıng which It 15 only by learnıng lıve iın
self and wıth Scripture Thıs Christological ethıc the strange and of Scripture that the mora|l eC1-

S10NS of the present ATC discerned. For Bonhoeffer,15 predicated OIl love of God and love of ne1gh-
Our AWN the Chrıstian hermeneutıical crıteri1on tor ıf 1S through the ACT: of CONSCIOUS lıstening that NCW

readıng the Old Testament. However, AS wıth the connectl1ons wıthın Scripture emcrge A LICW YQJUCS-
biblical ethıcs solutions of Chapter 3, 1T provıdes t10NS ATC Put ıt In thıs W d V, the word of God

opportunity dısengage from those parts of 15 NOLT related ethıcal FOSTAMUNGC, but 45

the (Old lestament which do NOL wıth the somethıng which reveals the path of dıscıpleshı1ıp
domıiınant Christological ethıc 4S It 15 *treasured 1n the heart‘ Ihe metaphor of

John POster offers approach theological “ethıcs 45 path’ becomes key, AS the communıty
ethıcs whıch places doctrinal ENZASCMCN wıth of faıth seeks PICDaIC WaYV tor Christ through
Scripture at CeNLrE-STAYZC, somethıing which 15 est continual PTOCCSS of theological CXCDESIS of Scrip-
expressed through the equatiıon 'theology 1$ CXC - ture In thıs WaY, ethıcal Judgments AIC made 1n the
DESIS”. For Webster, ProODpCI readıng of Scrıpture mıddle’ of hfe. NOT 1ın the abstract. God 15 CNCOUN-

requıres the transformatıon of character approprI1- tered 0N the WW@)Y, an Bonhoeffer’s mandates PTrO-
AL Christian dıscıpleshı1p, meanıng that the heart vide, NOLT the ANSWCT all of lıfe’s ethıcal problems,
of Christian ethıcs lıes in ‘amazed acknowledg- but the maın categorı1es through whiıch partıcular
ment  . of the moral and theologıcal truths revealed moral questions May be addressed.
1ın °the drama ofhumanDOrg1n AaNı! destiny..
It 15 thıs recognıtıon of the Lordshıp of Chrıst
the entirety of HIStOry hıch gCHCI'GICS approprI1- art 11 Listening the Ssaınts
ATe Chrıistian ethıcal engagemen wıth Scripture. encountering the ethos of Scripture
Ihe sıgnıfıcCance of Wehbvster’s approach 15 ın 1tSs Brock claıms that “Ihe task tor art I1 15 exper1-
emphasıs of the WdY Chrıiıstian doctrine Can help CII tor ourselves ıfe the other sıde of the ugly
hold OPCH methodologıcal tor .Od’s speak- dıtch between bıblıcal hermeneut1cs AN! ethıcs’
Ing 1in Christian ethıcs an bıblıcal eXeges1s. He (99); and 1n ISSUMNG thıs invıtatıon he draws the
Jo1ns wıth Chılds and Watson 1n asserting that the reader Into the fore1gn and that 15 Occupıed by the
ethıcal imperatıve of the ıfe of ftaıth 15 ftound ın the c  Saınts  A of old If Part W as about chartıng the and-
gradual assumption of an ıdentity which 15 NOLT yet of CONLCEMPOTCA: Chrıiıstian thıcal CNBHAYC-
fully possessed. MECNT, art 11 15 about navıgatıng the turbulent

Chapter focuses Dietrich Bonhoeffer 4S SCAaSs of Augustine AN! Luther. It 15 through Par-
example of al exerc1ıse iın exegetical heology As tıcıpatıon 1n the readıng tradıtion, AS artıculated Dy

wıth Chapter 4, It Dbuilds the insıghts of arl these 9that HC lıght 15 ched what
Barth, partıcularly hıs insıstence that theology 1t 1LL11Ca118 read the Bıble 4A5 Scripture, an LICW

cshould begın wıth bıblıcal ENSASCMECNL. In Barth’s lıght 15 also shed the place of Chrıistian ethıcs
CaASC, ıT W as hıs Epistle the Romans 1922 whıch ın Scriptural engagement. It wıll be SC that:. 1n
ST hıs theologıcal trajectorYy. Bonhoeffer contın- spıte of theır INanı y dufferences, both Augustine al
UCSs thıs tradıtion, chartıng hıs COUTSC Dy WaY of ] uther demonstrate al understandıng f readıng

lıtelong engage MCn wıth the Psalms. For Bon- Scripture AS act1vıty of praise, whıch tacılıtates
hoeffer, AS for TLuther, the Psalms provıded the CHNILV of the church Into 1fs F  S ıfe iın Christ
°“chıld” primer” for learnıng talk God, aAM hıs Chapter begıns DV unpıickıing COINMMON

auly meditation them provided A ftramework mısunderstandıng regardıng Augustine’s exeget1-
tor hıs wrıtıngs Chrıstian ethıcs. Hıs search tor cal methodology, namely the accusatıon that he
scrıptural mandates represented hıs artıculatıon of constantly SCS ALTCALIC typologıcal allegorıcal
the ONgOo1INg anı creatıve moral claım of Chriıst method the Chrıst symbolıcally fore-
through Scriıpture, an 1ın hıs CXCDECSIS ofsalm told 1ın the Psalms Ihe realıty, for Augustine, 15 far
Bonhoeffer sought explore the possıbıulıties for MMOTC nuanced and Canl be paraphrased Dy Sayıng,
Christian ethıcs opened up DYy verbal meditation that, ıf read the Old lestament chronologıcally,
ON Scripture, 1lo thıs end, the of phılosophical the whole COMMUNLITY, ıncludıng Chrıst an the
ethics tor good ACTS becomes redefined AS5 the desıre church, Clearly INtO VIEW tor the ra t1me

Torah ın Iıyved relatıonshıp. 1n the Psalms’ (LIL) In thıs WaV, tor example, the
It 15 Bonhoeffer’s close attention the FEXT of psalm of praise offered DV Hannah In the temple
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becomes paralle]l eXpression that offered DYy interpret Scripture: where Augustine sought the
Simeon AT the bırth f Christ. For Augustine, the narratıves that would the ethically good
orıginal hıstorıical setting of the SONS O€s NOT PIC lıfe, Luther know specıfically how GOod
clude Its functionıng wıthın the wıder COMTEX! of 15 present wıth the iındıvıdual, and whart It
the bıblıcal WItNeESSs Chriıst. By thıs understand- Iıve wıth God It 15 sıgnıfıcant that Luther
Ing, the Psalms of the Old Testament Call invıte the turned S the Psalms for hıs ADNSWCT thıs
Christological communıty of faıth SINg .‚Od’s Barth noted that 1T W AS DYy studyıng an
pralises, somethıng which 15 sıgnıfıcant because It meditating the Book of the Psalms that ] uther

the Psalms 4S SOUTCEC tor Christian WOT- W d5S5 ımpelled hıs remarkable discovery of Jus-
shıpful engagemen wıth God revealed 1ın Chrıiıst tification: hıs W aSs trom the Psalms

It 15 1n thıs CONTLEXTL, I8 the Psalms 45 valıd Romans, Galatıans AN! Hebrews, NOL TE versa’
eXpressi1on of Christian worshıip, nAt Augustine’s 167) Luther’s approach the Psalms W as shaped
ethıcal readıng, 15 developed. In hıs eXegeS1S of DYy hıs CXCSESIS of Psalm L, which he understood ASs

Psalm Augustine utılıses the metaphor of the SUMIMALY of the ole Psalter. TOmM thıs Psalm
he TEW ftour key hermeneutical pomts: firstly thatg0o0d, OT tulfılled, ıfe AS road which God SCTIS

Christians by hıs work of forgıveness. It 15 thıs Scripture 15 indıspensıble part of learnıng of the
path of attentıveness God in praise that leads the dıvıine; secondly that he CANNOT poss1bly AVC fully
belıever recognıse theır dıfference from Christ, understood Scripture; thırdly that the Psalms dIC

the necessity of moral reorientation, and the eed interpreted from wıthın the PFrOCCSSCS of transfor-
tor forgıveness. In the SINSINS of G0od’s praises, the matıon Into the torm of Chrıst; an fourthly that
belıiever artıculates hope and confession 1ın such the first-person VOo1lce of the Psalms facılıtates the
WdYy 4A55 shape theır moral behavıour. In Psalm indıyvıdual’s CNILYV Into 300’s In thıs WAaYV,
ZZ Augustine inds that the STr ange and of the fOor Luther, the Psalms draw the belıever iInto the
Bıble becomes famılıar the belhever through the

the belıever Into the Iıkeness of Christ
MVSTCLY of God, Sr 1ın domg AT transform

aCtIVIty of Christ; AS the Communıty fthe body of
Chrıst becomes the CONTEXT tor the lıyving OuUrTt of the SAalm TEL ATC presented AS VETSCS hıch
ethically good ıfe of mutual servıce encountered 1n demand from the Fecader. namely eıiıther

Jo1n VOlCEe wıth that of the Psalmıiıst and SINgthe Psalms aM exemplıfied in Chrıst Ihe church 15
thus conceived NOLT AS5 satfe haven trom the world, these words of pralise, (35 wıthhold theır Vvolce
ut AS the tocal pomt of praisıng people caught and reject the ethos of the Psalm es€e VEISCS

UPD in Chrıiıst's Servıice the world Psalm PTIO- defy analysıs AS they call torth performance, and
those wh. Jo1n the Psalmıist’s SONS find that invides Augustine wıth the opportunity explore

the practical ımplıcatıons of hıs conclusıons. He domg thevy begıin learn the STAMNUNAF of ıfe wıth
explores the human experience of fear. partıcularly God In other words, ıt ‘ 1S through talkıng wıth
tfear of paın, an concludes that such fear 15 ACTU- God 1n praise that the language of God 15 earned
ally ıdolatry, because 1ıt requıres humans make As wıth learnıng, alıy fore1gn language, ..  total
obe1ısance the gxods of sOC1etYy whıch promıise immers1ic0n’ 15 always MOTC effective than abstract
the gz0o0d ıfe through mater1al gaın self-rellance. Jearnıng, an the Psalms provıde that °total iımmer-
Augustine 15 thus drıven reject the ıdolatrous S10n experience DYy ırtue of theır all-or-nothing
ethos of human SOCIETY, hıch he characterises 4S calls praise. ut in addıtiıon praise, the Psalms
Babylon, an LTurn N agaln God in pralse, also call believers Praycl, AS ] uther demon-
alıgnıng hımself wıth the ethos of GOod rather than TLrates 1in hıs eXegECS1S of Psaln It 15 in Praycr that
the ethos of Babylon. In thıs WaV, tor Augustine, the belıever toward GOod and AWaAY from
Chrıst SCS Scriıpture shape the ethıcal respOonse theır OW ıdeas, aın the Psalms provıde school|
of the Chriıstian belıever. for taıth in whıch Praycr 15 earned DYy repetition

Chapter LUrns trom Augustıine Luther, and through whiıch 0d’s becomes known.
and ımmediately the dıfferences ın theır exeget1- In hıs 1537 CITINON OI SAalm ] uther develops
cal styles become hereas Augustine hıs claım that the Psalms place Praycr an praise
SCS long, and complex narratıves explore arge tormed DYy Scripture AT the CPer of the Chrıstian
chunks of the Psalms, ] uther’s theologıcal pomnts lıfe, Dy namıng thıs Psalm AS the work of the PIO-

ftrom concentrated analyses of ebrew C phetic Christ. BYy 1 uther’s understandıng, Psalm
mologıes, sıngle VECISCI, aAMn phrases. ese dıf- requıres those who 1T AS Chrıistians
ferences of approac dırectly affect the WdYyY they read IT 4A5 eXpression of longing whiıch Cal only
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be satısfactorıly answered ın Christ. On thıs read- of Od’s transformatıonal self-g1iving humans.
I CONLTEMPOFALFY Christians find the Bıble andıng, Chrıiıst 15 be heard in CVECLY salm, because

the of Christ 15 the TESCLIE that the Psalms Chrıistian tradıtıon foreign, thıs 15 because they
ask for, FeCEIVE: an pralse. ATC insecure about whether they d1C partıcıpants in

Salm JL provıdes ] uther wıth Od’s oNgoIng drama wıth humanıty. Ihe task of
becomıng, tamılıar wıth thıs foreign land, the taskNıty explore the role played by the church 1n the

redemption of all creation. For uther thıs Psalm of learnıng 1ts of behavıour, beg1ins wıth
functions ınflame the gratitude of the faithful learnıng the language. By thıs analogy, the task of
for provısıon of the Eucharıst, somethıng exploring Christian ethıcs becomes that of d1ıscov-

ering Od’s work iın the world through exploringwhich 15 logıcally sustaınable because he under-
stands the Christian FEucharıst be the continu- hıs words aMn learnıng hıs Janguage. Ihe CSSCHLE

atıon of Israel’s Passover. Accordingl]y, he offers of Christian ethıcs thus becomes A actıve partıc1-
double readıng of the Psalm ITSt 4S all expression patıon in the PFrOCCSS of acquırıng the language,
of Israel’s praise and second AS A eXpressioN of STAMUIMMNAL and ethos of Scrıipture.
the church’s praise. It 15 thıs exXpression of grat1- T’hıs understandıng of Chrıiıstian ethıcs
tude God which underlıes the of the that learnıng ethıically gxo0d words 15 the Pot step
whole of creation the death of Chrıiıst However, the path lıyvıng ethically good lfe, anı
there 15 dark underbelly Luther’s Christologı1- that thıs learnıng, of .0d’s good words MUST take

place wıthın the CONTLEXT of cCommunıty which hascal readıng of the Psalms, whıich 15 that IT has een
taken DYy Man y AS opening the door N posiıtioned ıtself wıthın the ACOUStTIC realm of Scr1p-
S10N1SM and antı-Semuiutism. Hıs UuSsSs«Cc of phrases such mNaäre Such all eNgaAZEMECN relocatıon of
AS our Faster‘ an C  theır FEaster’ 1ın hıs EXCDZECSIS of hermeneutics, AaWaAY ftrom seekıng the meanıng of

the LEXT towards encountering the throughPsalm 1413 ( A13 be read AS pomtıng under-
standıng that ‘dıfferent" mıght I'CPI'CSCHt “nterlo0r”. lıved, intımate, generatıve relatıonshıp.
Whilst 1T 15 LrUuN that ] uther inadequately apprecı1- Chapter 1S est understood 4A55 conversatıon
ated the New Testament’s afırmatıons that God wıth Augustine, 1_Luther AN! the thınkers surveyed
has NOL rejected hıs people, nonetheless 1It needs 1ın arft AS ell 4S dıverse dıscourses. hıs
be remembered that he W d$s wrıtıng clarıfy how conversatıon 15 themed around ornrnentary
Chrıiıstians ACCCSS Scripture, NOT passıng Judg- Psalms 130 and 104, 1n whıich Brock demonstrates
MeEeNT OM the relatiıonshıp between Jews AN! Y1S- what IT SINg the ethos of God’ through
t1ans. It MaYy be that hıs double readıng of Psalm ScHptüfe: Ihe engagement wıth Psalm explores
113 actually allows for posıtıve WaAY forward DY what 1t PraYy when all hope 15 lOst, urn

openıng the OOr tfor both Chrıiıstian AN! Jew God AS the only SOUTCEC of hope when al other
Jo1m VO1CES agalnst the ıdolatrous rejection of God opes AR7O departed. Ihe d1scoverYy that CMECTSZCS
DYy rebellious world 15 that Praycr 15 ıtself 4A11 ethos, that lıve 4S ONMNC

"walting tor the OT 15 fundamentally anP-
ingly dıfferent trom all other torms of hıfe: because

art 111 Singing the ethos of God such PravVcer contextualıses the ole of the Chrıs-
DPart 114 I'CPI‘CSCI'HIS cONstructıve task, 1n whıch the t1an ıte Ihe Psalm emphasıs prayerful WAaIlt-

of ar anı the hıstorical eXegeESIS of Art ıng grounds Chrıiıstian ethıcs in eschatologically
11 ATC A cleared the ground for the task based hopefulness, AS the belıever Walts faıthfully
of reCONCEIVINS bıblıcal interpretation AS contın- 1n CXPECCLANC tor forgiveness. By thıs understand-
ually developıng craft through whıch the readers Ing, confess powerlessness God, waılt an
of Scrıipture ALC drawn Into the dıyıne drama ıN! be forgıven, 15 learn the ethos of God agalınst
ethos Ihe keVv question 15 that of how scrıptural ethos of despaıir.
form an Can shape both exegetical AaN “aln the dıscussıon from opeless-
thıcal methodologies. CS and despair praise for .‚Od’s faıthfulness,

Chapter offers A redefinıtion of Chrıistian AS the ethos of aıthful waltıng unfolds through
ethıcs AS the task of makıng the STAMMIMMNAL, ethos, artıculated praise CNCOM1DASS the whole
of person’s ıfe explıcıt DYy bringing 1T 1nto CO1- of CONTEMPOFALFY ethıcal quest10Ons. Ihe psalmıst
CACT wıth Scripture. It then develops AGCOUDNTF of 1SsSUES call praise because, wıithout praise, ıfe
thıs PTOCCSS AS GO0d’s WdY of drawıng humans into 15 valueless. It 15 through praise that the human ıfe
the dıvıne drama, wıthın which Scripture speaks Cal ;ncounter the eschatological realıty of
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being, an It 15 1n that EIICcCOUNTLETr that they Canl conflates. It 15 ın the SINSINS of praise God that
recCe1Vve the gift of meanıng and alue It 15 through all other gods ATC relatıvısed, hıle those engaged
the SINSINS f praise that the SUNS the in the SONS AL themselves shaped ethically through

the dıyıne-human CTIICOLLIFEtune of ther gods ATC revealed. 1* 15 through the
SiNgINS of pralise that human VO1CES jJoimm the eternal Brock concludes: “Praıise takes us insıde .Od’s
VOo1ce and find harmonYy wıth ONC another an wıth WOTFrKS  In praise the cCcCOomMMUNION of Sa1lnNts COIMN-

God Iransformatiıve pralise such 4S thıs Call only tinually rediıscovers that GOod SCS ur falterıng col-
be sustaıned 1in reliance ON dıvıne provisiıon laboratıon bring humanıty 1ın HERnC wıth hımself”

363)anaCastıng the belıever NTIO the
of God

Sıiımon Woodman 15 lutor in Bıblical Studıes arSinging the Psalter thus becomes the aCt1VIty
of SINgINS the ethos of God, 4A5 the VO1CEe of the South Wales Baptıst College. Hıs MOST FECeNT book
church combınes wıth the VO1lCEes of the sSalnts an 15 The Book f  (2722  N” (SCM 2008
the VO1ICE of creation ıtself 1n pralise of Chrıiıst AS

Lord of all Such SINSINS brings the church Into Notes
tuneful rhythm, turnıng It from assembly into ran Brock, 5Sıngiıng the 0S of G0d. On the ACE

communı0n, such that the singıng of the COIM- of Christuan Ethics In Scripture Grand Rapıds kerd-
MUNItY engenders ethıcal realıty. the Psalms INaNs, Page references in the PExXTt. ATC thıs
AaTC SUNS, heaven and earth touch, AaN! human tıme work.
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