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RESUME
YUES dontf PreoCCUpe DEU pourrait-il Dds

(‚ @f article considere deux themes de Ia troisiıeme et der- contraire aider Caracteriser adequatement les MOYENS
niere partie de ’ouvrage de roC efense d’une de transformation morale
forme particuliere de realisme moral et vision de in- Pulsque ’Ecriture Est le principal susceptible de
terpretation iblique [TIMMNM d’un art. produire transformation, Brock Juste titre

On parle ICI de realisme DOUT signaler Ceite idee QUE UE l’argumentation morale chretienne doit etre exege-
Ia responsabilite morale humaine est principalement de tique. est UNe activıte engageant oute Ia et
repondre plutöt QueE de simplement construlre 110US QquI DEUL atre apprise QUE Dar Ia Darticıpation actıve
creons Ddd sıtuation morale neuf, MmMaıs 11O0OUS Ia Ia VvIe d’une commMmMuUuUNauUute interpretative traversant 1S-
DEFCEVONS Ia decouvrons portant continuellement tolre, dans UNe tradition exegetique. Ma1I1s Cel accent SUur

attention SUur les mMmOMeNTS CONCreits de ’histoire de l’importance de Ia prise Compte des Darticularites de
|l’ceuvre creatrice de | Dieu QqU! est Brock decrit Ia tradition exegetique chretienne Est tempere Har l’idee
1es DFrOCESSUS Dar lesquels 1IOUS entrons harmonie JUuE cela devrait faire de acon exploratoire plutöt
dVEC cCelte actıvıte divine et fait alnsı suggesti qu en termes positifs. Cec| soule&ve UTE question
des ([EexXxTtEes bibliques, particulier des Psaumes. ette presenter la tradition exegetique chretienne
approche immediate de l’Ecriture S‘ aCcCompagne de 1a CSPdCC aCcoustique rend-il Justice röle specifique Joue
volonte d’eviter les affırmations hautement metaphysi- historiqguement Dar 1es confessions de fO1 Dar rapport dUuX

QUES CONCernant |eu ET le monde. Cecı souleve Ia YUCS- T[ExXTEeSs prophetiques et apostoliques de |’Ecriture Brock
tion sulvante le developpement d’une sensibilite dans Acf-1l Drete suffisamment attention l’exercice el 1a
Ia priere AUX Dparticularites exegetiques et situationnelles cCcommunication de l’autorite senın de 1a tradition ®  n
des ([extes conduisent-elles necessailrement des pre- pourrait prolonger ceite reflexion s Interrogeant SUT 19
OCCUupations de metaphysique theologique Autrement Christologie de SOM livre, qui Darle relativement DEU de
dit, preter SOM attention AUX doctrines chretiennes Olassı- |l’ascension et de ’office royal de Christ

ABSTRACT physica claiıms about CGiod and the world And the first
question raised DYy his eading of Singing IS whether the

This reflects of the devel- development of prayerful sensitivity exegetical and SIıt-
oped In the Ir and concluding part of Singing the Fthos uational Darticulars necessarily entails cultivated
of CGod ıts commMmItment particular form of moral real about the development of theological metaphysics. Put
ISM and Its understanding of scriptural interpretation d otherwise, the question IS whether renewed attention

/  eratt‘ SOTTIE of classical Christian eaching noTt wel|l rCD-
I0 spea of the realism' of Singing IS to draw attention resented In Singing alk of the free rounds of
Its that human moral dBCNCY primarily IS 1CSPOTI- ECONOMIC activity In his eternal triıune life, for example

SIVE rather than heerly constructive, ıts AWAadTrelrTIC6$S$S that would nOoT much isplace nuanced discussion of the
do nOT create OQur moral sıtuation de NOVO but DEr of (JUT moral transtormation d nelp properIy

characterise ıtCeIve Or ‘discover’ ıt DYy continually attending
MOMEeNTS In the ongolInNg history of creative work. Brock rightly drSsuCcS that Scripture s role d the rımary
In Its epiction of the DrOCESSCS DY IC become extual of his transformation that Christian
attuned tOo his divine actıvity, Brock makes res and SU$S- moral reasonIng tundamentally IS exegetical reasonIng.
gestive USE of scriptural LEeXTs, particularly the Psalms. But This IS wholly self-involving activity that Can He learned
his (wholly salutary scriptural immediacy stands along- only DV actıve Dartiıcıpation In historically extended
side considered avoidance of highiy developed meta- interpretative communıIty 1.e., In exegetical tradition.
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But his (agaln, wholly salutary) emphasis the need specific roles historically played Dy creeds and confes-
attend the Darticularities of the Christian exegetical SIONS VIS-A-VIS the prophetic-apostolic scriptural In

tradition stands alongside strong that ıt should be short, does rOC'! 5>dYy enough about the EXEerCIse and
understood In explorative rather than positive And the communIıcatiıon of authori within the tradition?
the second question Dut the book IS whether what- fuller treatment of this question Invıtes reflection the
EVeEeT might 5>dYy of the ynamics of learning tradi- Christology of his D00k, which speaks relatively little of
tional ‘craft” elsewhere talk of the Christian exegetical the ascension of Christ and of his royal office
tradition d acoustic space’ adequately attends to the

USAMMENFASS
ın Singıng the OS of CGod nicht gut vertretien sind

|)ieser Artikel reflektiert über ZWEe| Aspekte der These, die Rede Vo den Ursachen der heilsgeschichtlichen
die Im dritten und abschließenden Teil VOo Singing the Aktivität (‚ottes In seınem ewigen dreieinigen Leben
Fthos of God entwickelt ird die Bindung des Buches die nuancIıerte Diskussion der Mittel UNserer moralischen

eine hbestimmte Form des moralischen Realismus Transformation weniger verdrängen als vielmehr diesel-
un seIn Verständnis VOT Schriftinterpretation als eınem ben aNSECEIMESSCN charakterisieren helfen würde.
„Handwerk“. roC! argumentiert Recht, dass die Rolle der chrift

Vom „Realismus“ des Buches Singing the Fthos of CGod als primarem textlichen Mitte! dieser Transformation
sprechen el die Aufmerksamkeit auf die Haltung bedeutet, dass christliches moralisches Argumentieren

des Buches lenken, dass die menschliche moralische grundlegend exegetisches Argumentieren ıst [Das ıSst eine
Handlungskompetenz In erster Linıe eine reagierende Aktivität, die jemanden völlig einbezieht und die [11UT
Ist, ım Gegensatz eıner rein konstruktiven; el also, UrcC! aktive Teilnahme eıner historisch gewachsenen
die Aufmerksamkeit auf das Bewusstsern des Buches interpretativen Gemeinschaft gelernt werden kann also

lenken, dass wır UNsere moralische Situation niıcht ın eıner exegetischen Tradition Aber diese (wiederum
de NOVO CIZEUSEN, sondern dass wır SsIEe „‚wahrnehmen“ völlig eilsame) etonung der Notwendigkeit, sich mMit
oder „entdecken“, iındem wır UuTNs beständig mMmıiıt KON- den Besonderheiten der christliche exegetischen radi-
kreten Omenten ın der laufenden Geschichte des tıon befassen, csteht neben eınem starken Indruc
kreativen Werkes (jottes hefassen. In der Beschreibung dass die Tradition forschend, nıcht DOSILIV verstanden
der Prozesse, UrcC! die wır auf diese göttliche Aktivität werden sollte. Und die zweıte rage, die das Buch
eingestimmt werden, benutzt Brock ExTie der Cchrift gestellt wird, lautet, ob die Rede VOoO der christliche
auf rische und anregende Weilse, hbesonders Psalm- exegetischen Tradition als eınem „akustischen Kaum  4 die

Aber diese völlig heilsame) Unmittelbarkeit ZUT spezifischen Rollen aNgEMESSECN beachtet, die historisch
Schrift steht neben eıner ohl| überlegten Vermeidung VOoO  —_ Glaubensbekenntnissen ıIm egenüber den DrO-
VO  a hochentwickelten metaphysischen Behauptungen phetisch-apostolischen Texten gespielt wurden unab-
über CIM und die Welt Und die Frage, die diese hängig davon, WAd>$ wır den Dynamiken des Friernens
| esewelse des Buches Singing the Ethos of God aufwirftt, eINes traditionellen „Handwerks“ andernorts SC
lautet, ob die Vo getragene Sensibilität für ECXe- könnten. Kurzum : Sagt rOoC Zr usübung und

damit ZUT Kommunikation VOonNn Autorıität innerhalb deretische und sıtuatıve Besonderheiten notwendigerweise
eine gepflegte ngs VOT der Entwicklung eıner theolo- Tradition? Eine ausführlichere Auseinandersetzung miıt
ischen Metaphysik beinhaltet. Anders ausgedrückt FS dieser Trage Iädt Überlegungen über die Christologie
ıst die rage, ob erneute Aufmerksamkei gegenüber dieses Buches eın, die relativ wenig VOrNn der Himmelfahrt
einigen Bereichen der klassischen christlichen Lehre, die Christi und seınem königlichen Amıt pricht

"kEverything”, the Englısh Chrıstian author hes- takıng 1T for granted. *SÖ long 4A5 WC regard 1T AS
terton FE„ ‘has 1n fact another sıde ıt. 2 obvıous thıng, naturally an reasonably created
Hıs point W as NOT the relatıvıst'’s platıtude that tor gıraffe CAaL, CANNOT properly wonder AT
chıngs always Ca  = be SCC1H AN| saıd otherwise; he ıf It 15 when consıder It A4AS prodig10uUs WAaVC

WAaS, rather, eXpressing CONVICt1ON, deep-seated in of the lıvıng so1l sprawlıng the skıes for 110
71Ss thought, that WC Can be surprısed Dy the world, 1C4AaSON in partıcular that take offCUr hats, the
and that ıf Bl the world rıghtly CONtINU- astonıshment of the park-keeper.”
ally should be It befits us d human beings be Thıs basıc insıght INto the moral primacy of PCI-
astonıshed that thıngs dIC AS they Al  @ 1T 1S ception Call be elaborated 1n, AL TMMOTC

sıngular duty reflect ON the WaYS in whıch formal and LO personal, that bring us close
habıtually lose touch wıth the world precısely by the heart of the V1IS1ON of the Chrıistian ıfe aıN! of

146 E: U7



Some Comments Moral Realism and Scriptural uthori

Chriıstian eth1ıcs that anımates the (ra final part cal Judgments 15 precise correlatıve of wiıllıngness
of Brian Brock’s Sınging the Ethos of God.* 1o ACT and facılıty in makıng ındıvıdual ethical Judgments

iın real time’ (259ell iın the world, might SaV, perce1ve the
world IT truly 15 And habıtually, shame aM But also thınk would do ell ralise SOMIIC

SOITO W, £a1] do In other words, the dec1ısıve quest10ons both about how Brock OUr

ethıcal question Where 1° 15 always bound moral s1ituation AN! about the WaY 1n which he
wıth another °‘How do become O11 wh. PCI- depicts the role of Scripture in shapıng OUrTr V1IsS1ON

CE1VES sıtuatiıon rıghtly?” Christian moral theol- of realıty. More closely, eed consıder Aat least
the attempt put these quest1Oons these interlocking questi1ons: In ItSs COIMN-

God Dy putting them Scripture. 1t remaıns mıtment dırectly exegetical mode of CONTEX-
ın thıs ıfe always unfinıshed busıness: tual descr1ption, 15 Sıngıng unduly ANX10US about
dLC Oone eNquILrINS after God, MEVCTL one DraycCIL- doctrinal SULLINAL y Arı metaphysıcal NL

fully regardıng hıs Word But thıs 15 NOLT Sa V OUr of the scrıptural D AN! Oo€es IT thereby fa1]
attend SOINC ITACES of tradıtional doctrine thatPraycI ZOCS unanswered; imdeed, It 15 ıtself already

always ANSWCT ın faıth the dıvıne retaın iımportant exegetical AN! moral torce? In
ddress that calls u 1Nnto being, an from whıch ItSs of scrıptural readıng 4A5 craft earned 1n
alone Cal lıve “We U, created DYy the Word of ırreduc1ıbly complex AN! wholly specıfic exeget1-
God, OUr human ıfe 15 the ANSWECT hıs Word)’.> cal tradıtion, O€s the book Sa y enough about the

hıs the dıyıne address 1ın the torm CONMNCTELE WaVS 1n whiıch Scripture EYETTS an COIMNN-
of prayerful scrıptural exploration of UT moral munıcates Its moral authorıty:
Ssıtuatıon 15 NOTLT solıtary, purely iıntellectual CXCI - In restricting ourselves these lınes of reflectiOn,
C1Ise. It takes Shapec ın communıtıes of resoundıng 11l of COUTSC Pass DYy much of interest. Sıngıng
praise: Chrıistians read Scripture ethically when 15 exceptionally stiımulatıng book and IT rewards
they SINg together. And thıs 15 Ad11 4ET 1n hıch readıng from multıple angles. In (JUT consıderatıon
SOTIILIC ead aAM others ollow (ıf exegetical an of Its final sect10n, defects 1ın partıcular eed
moral Judgments take shape ın tradıt10n), 1t 1S be noted. Hırst, ANZE sa1d V hıttle DY WdYy
st11l task gıven CVCLY Chriıstıian. So the QUCS- of COIMMIENT the decısıve iıntellectual infÄiuences
t10N finally 15 NOT how speak of the relatıonshıp Sınging, though echoes of these VO1lCces wıll be
between “Scripture‘ AN! °“ethıcs’ AS academ1c heard clearly enough. Second, A13ı L1OTC culpably,
COMNCETMN callıng for methodologiıcal’ the aVve chosen NOLT CNSZAZC AL Jength the scrıptural
question 15 how find ourselves 1ın Scripture, an CXCDZESIS that torms the cONstructıve heart of the

learn gladly ınhabıt the 11CW world of .Od’s book readıng of thıs mater1a| ınforms the entire
workıng Into which Scripture leads 183 presentation here. aM IT OCcas1ıonally CIMCIZCS Into

SO tar. rough prelimınary sketch of the clear 1E W. ut IT OS NOLT take CETTE S an
TIhe task before Uus 1S reflect thıs AGCONMMMNE of the AVE NOT taken dırectly the dıfAcult A fruutful
relatıonshıp of Scripture ıN: Christian ethıcs LLIOTC question of what It might teach us of the practice
tully AT carefully, an PUL SOIMNC doectrinal QUCS- of ethıcal eXegeSI1S. In these OM1SS1O0NS AS 1n 1fs pOSI1-
t10NS ır lIo antıcıpate: thınk Brock 1S Impor- t1Vve explication, what ollows should be read AS A

tantly rıght 1ın hıs twotold claım that the PTODCI extended xl0ss the olle, lege (“take an fead)
perception ofmoral 15 ethically basıc aın that recommendatıon that readers the book
Chrıistians learn NOW theır sıtuatıon insofar for themselves, precisely in order be diırected
d they do Dy readıng Scripture well Scriptural He agaın wıth renewed attention AN! love the
readıng, miıght Sa V, 15 ınternal moral L[C4aSOIl- scrıptural IT admırably SCS

Ing, an ICE For, 0)8! the TI hand, learnıng
read Scripture Chrıistianly read thıs bıblıcal

PaASSASZC in thıs WaY AN! NOL that ınvolves learn-
Ing perce1ve Ssıtnatiıon 4S 11C that calls tor For all the complexıty and NUANCC of Sınging, the

TOA| outlınes of ICS Aargume nt Call be traced ınACT in Just thıs WaY rather than ın Al1LYy other.
And, converselYy, appropriately dıscernıng loca- faırly stra1ıghtforward Sımply DPUL, the BbOoOok
t10N always 15 of attending LO Scripture’s takes up the ftamılıar question: what 15 the place
specıfic instruction yYOU S ü here, VOoUu  ü MUST 288l of Scriıpture 1ın Christian ethics?; SGETS ıT alongsıde
INaYy ACT thus In words drawn dırectly trom Sıng- another: what 15 the place of Chrıiıstian ethıcs ın
ıng “willıngness and facılıty in venturıng exeget1- Seripture?; and that thıs second YQUCS-
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t10N, rightly understood, comprehends in ıtself the know the culture, Ait in A est che C
PrODCI ANSWEeET the IrSsSt hıs threefold MOVEMECNLT become partıcıpant in the fAow of ıfe AN! thus
corresponds, roughly, the three maın Darts of the learn from the insıde what the culture has
book So in the five chapters that constıitute art teach. Ihe TrSt hurdle che faces 15 learnıng the
I: TOC develops typology of recenn (mostly) language, anı 1ın the PTOCCSS [of learnıng ıt| she
Englısh-language, of the role of the Rıble slowly dıscovers that che 1S learnıng NOLT merelyIn Christian ethıcs (the chapter Bonhoeffter 15 Janguage but i WdY of ıfe (244)
exceptional in everal senses). arf II offers read- Ihree thıngs AI worth noting. First, the ımage of
Ing of Augustine an ] uther the Psalms, Intro- the Chrıstian ıfe 4S cultural discovery bespeaksducıng readers all older tradıtıon that commıtment SOTIIC ftorm of moral realısm. Thethe truth and relevance of Scripture’s moral and-
>an whiıch understands continually renewed

relevant verbs make the pomnt cClearly enough:
desirıng, fiıtting In, becomıng partıcıpant, learn-

CNgASCEMECN wıth the scrıptural 4S dıvınely Ing, facıng ur  D dıscovering. The Chrıstianappomnted DYy whiıich INAaYy learn rıghtly ıfe 15 NOL al exerc1se 88! self-ınvention; Chrıstianpraise the Cireator 2881 gladly ınhabıt Ur ıdentity 15 ‘“external constıituted’ „ cf CS 300-rıghtful place 1n hıs WOr Aaft 111 recapıtulates SU1); ordered Dy AaN! towards antecedent real-thıs from hermeneutics CXCDESIS 1ın ItY. Just S MUST CONCE1IVE of Christian ethıcsconstructıve mode chapter sketches VISION of
scrıptural interpretation AS never-ending explora-

NoOot 4S “creating” better world but AS the discov-
C of the world of G0d’s workıng (245 Secondtıon of the dıvıne ethos, transformatıve PTrOCCSS the PIOCCSS of learnıng NC culture 1S ırreduc-of "dıscovering, OUTr WaY 1nto ıte wıth 00° (2 1DIy linguistic: We cultures by learnıng theıran chapter exhıbıts the theologiıcal riıchness of languages’ (201d) Conversely, C€E, ean only learnthe craft of ethıcal eXCZCSIS through ICS extended Janguage DY ımmers1ing oneselft ın the forms of ıfeAaN! creatıve readıngs of Psalms 130 an 104 that ground and sustaın 1It (245) hıs deep inter-Ihe overarchıng COMNCETN of the book 15

ask after the role of Scripture, and especially the
sect1on of language AN! praxXıs 15 named ' grammar’
AaN! ICS defining character in alıy g1ven culture 15Psalms, 1n OUTLr moral transformatıon. In SU1- called c  ethos Each 15 embracıng Lerm STAM-Mar y form: the subject of thıs transformatıion 15 InNnar INAaYy comprehend Ial discourses; ethosthe trıune God, Its textual instrument 15 Scr1p- INa y behavıours. traveller INay faırly quicklyCure, *God’s chosen form of self-mediation’ (249), learn 11 discourse; the exploration of STAM-An ItfSs end 15 perfected creaturely fellowship 11L1ar LICVETr ends.®© Third, the PFOCCSS of Jearnınghuman communıty that lıves ın the unıty of the

Creator’s praise. Ihe t1mate telos of thıs dıyıne
HC culture aM 1 STAMMAC (r ethos
beg1ins wıth desıre. that 15 Sa V Chrıstianworkıng hıes beyond the boundarıes of hIstOry 1n moral theology always also be theology ofthe V1S10 De: (SO2): but about the eschatological the Christian affections.transcendence of Scripture’s mediıator1al role Brock At thıs pomnt WC Can begın understand whathas hlıttle dırectly 5Sd Y. Ihe book rather focuses all 15 THNCANT Dy the claım that Christian ethıcs 1$ °theICS efforts (JIl describing AN! exhıbıtıng the WdVYVS 1n task of makıng the STaAMMAFC of OUr Iıves explıcıtwhıich Scripture functions 1n the dıvıne CCONOMY

communIıtVv that has 1ts OW ethos, DY bringing 1T INnto CONLTLACT wıth Scripture’ (242
Chrıstian ethıcs has NOT primarıly do wıth thei1stinct AN! dıstınctly Chastan (281) modificatıon of Chriıstian behavıours, perhapsIn Its depiction of thıs transformatıon of human DYy the applıcatıon of moral C fromlıfe, the book regularly deploys complemen-

Cary SCTS of images: transformatıon ASs
the LNOTC overtly “ethıcal’ of ScHPRIFE:
Kather. IT 15 PTOCCSS of self-discovery enabled DyInto NEW culture an 4S MODEMENET Into wholeness. iımmersiıon in Scripture’s moral world By eXpOosıngIhe role ofScrıpture 15 construed somewhat dıffer-

CNt V 1ın each connectlion.
ourselves Scripture’s STAMMAF the forms
of lıfe from whıch DYy G0d’s design Scripture DIoConsıder rst the image of the Chrıstian lıfe 4S ceeds AN! which 1t tends CCMNIC g_PTFOCCSS of cultural discovery exploration. Ihe 1VZEe that WEe ATIC all SCr angers the moral world ofrecurrıng example 15 of PCISON who undertakes

Journev foreign COUNLFY: Scripture’ (1x) TIhe task of Chriıstian ethıcs 1$ NOT
thıs estrangement conceptually, ut

She WAants S tay for long time and desıres NOW an TI the WAaVS ın whıch Scripture’s
148 E: 122
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AS AarmoOon10uUs whole AIl ınwardly dıfferentiatedworld CINa1lns foreign us AN! facılıtate CQUT

1NTLO 1L UNICYy whiıch COMIC NOW aM celebrate DY
ıke the anthropologiıst the ethıcıst CNPZASZCS takıng OUr OW part wıth al the SAa1lNtfs Israel°

PLFalsSC CEf. 304)descr1ptive task of CXDOSIN. CONLTEMPOFAFV socı1al
In the COUTSC of h1s readıng, of these Psalms,1CW. But unlıke anthropology,

Chrıstian ethıcs OCSs tacılıtate theır 4SSCSS5- Brock occasıonally makes PassSınz reference SPC-
cıfic COIItCI‘HPOI' arYy ethıcal ıSSLUICS questxons CUl-Ment ATı possıble reformulatıon the

lıght of the work of Chrıst In short Christian rently arısın? envıronmMmeNtal aın medical ethıcs
ethıcs describes AaN! evaluates the STAaAIIMNAL of for example 4S ell AS classıcal moral puzzles

when ıt ever 15 IL permissıble lıe?) But thehuman behavıour 4S JO YOUS part1c 1P21thI1 of the book 15 reflective rather nan deliberative 1Lthe transformatıon of the Chrıstian mınd AN!
C110n 24 7) Oes NOT undertake EXTE11SIVOC analysıs of partıcular

ethıcal 1550UC5 much 4S ask how scrıptural read-Ihıs °Le1ıtmotip of fore1gnness (X1IV cf 526) INnS provokes reconsıderation of the whichcomplemented Dy another controlling that undertake describe the realıtıes that call torof the Chrıstian ıfe A4AS 1NTO wholeness
Whereas before the human condıtiıon 15 conceived moral engagement Ihe DPIIMAaL Y ethıcal
45 of alıenatıon Or CSTr angement SE 1T 15

15 contextual Where A1C we”
the contıinual putt1ng of thıs Scriptureperceived ASs  do fragmented and threatened Dy dıssolu-
15 ıtself the Pa y task of Chrıstian ethıcs theLION Correspondingly, .0d’s renewal of human ıfe

15 understood AS 1TS reordering an remtegr atıON FrCCUrIMNS orıgınal StCD OUTr ACTIVE collaboratiıon
111 K OW. transformatıon (cf XV111) When BrockIn the MOST severely tormal the problem-

ALIC 15 the relatıon of the e ıN the INalıy how puts thıs the Psalms the basıc AL1ISWCI

15 Da 111 God world 111 ‚Od’s STOTY.15 1T that WC ‘ AL} dıscern aM embrace the un1ty of
COUT Iıves the multıiplicıty of OUrLr CXDCI1CNCECS AN!

cCOomMMtMeENtsS? Conversely, how Can

learn truthfully celebrate the world’s abundance
“God oes NOT eed the WOTr for hıs perfec-neıither seekıng INAaSteTr L1LOT faılıng rıghtly

acknowledge ıt? And alongsıide these quest10ns LION So Herman Bavınck I'CPI'CSCHUI'Ig broad
COLMNSCIISUS 111 the tradıtıon Agalnst all torms ofhow do dıscern aM describe Scripture func-

Gi0od’s ordering of thıs dıverse world>? ONM1LS1I1) the creedal tradıtıon NSISTS that realıty 15

Brock consıders and responds these qUCSUOIIS ontologically complex And whıle thıs CONVICLION
15 ınally, grounded christologıcal afırmatıonAN! hereın lıes hıs IMaln pr OVOCAaLION primarıly

exegetically, DYy offering extended readıngs ofPsalm the doctrıine of the 1T finds clear
130 an 104 At the risk of slıghtly ver-schema- CXDICSS1ON the doctrine of Ihe

“Creator’ and;Creatute. Cal SaV, AL metaphysı-C1S 1Ing hıs book WC mıght Sa y that the IMASCS
of transformatıon 4AS MOVEMECNT 1NTO CW cul- cally basıc. theır PrODPCI uUus«c iınvolves at least

three afırmatıons Fırst God aMn CFE ATC 101Lure and AS 1NTIO wholeness (Or AS the
d1sCOVerYy f LICW world an AS the 1SCOVErV of equıvalent realıtiıes IThev CDa CVCLYV IHSIANCE
the world’s manıfold Unıty) IMAP dırectly the entirelv dıstınct GOod 15 NOLT creation SOTILIC

1iNnsStance of 1T NOLT God OTr SOMIC partthemes of these psalms. So Psalm 130 ı15 read
AS portray[ıng| the bırth af Chrıistian taıth” (242) aspect of God Second God aMn AL

Pravycer ıNn Psalm 104 1CS growth ı111 PTalsC, By conJomtly exhaustive of realıty eGre 15 God AaN!
there 15 the world an there 15 nothing else hırdtakıng Psalm 130 A4S COUr OW SONS, 1SCOver

that Scripture introduces us A radıcally CW the relatiıonshıp between God AF the world 11C1-

world the world of od’s PI'CSCI]t workıng, ıNn ther HC accıdental ut cont1nge NL God
that Praycr 15 the which Y1CW world of CTeCAFEs OULT of ınward compulsıon external
faıth ADPCATS In Pravyer learn wıth Israel CONSTIraınt he realıses potentı1al hımself CT 111

actıvely hope the advent of .Od’s SOINC external factor but effortlessly brings hıs wıll
DV callıne upDON hıs LLAaIL1C TIhe Psalm ıtself Dass wholly fıttıng ACcCt of SOVCICIEN reedom

15 the enablement of41 1iNVOCALIOTr precıisely A the Just introduces essent1al change
textual reflex of Israel’s PLaycCL Trom Psalm 104 WC God tor 1CS Part creati10n 15 free sımply
learn that the TI God continually orders creation be ıtself For the ultımate whence of lıes
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the utterly ST aLtULLOUS resolve of the TUuNG God of Israel’s PravVcer aMı PLAlSC AS 1T us the
Psalterwhose eternal ArCALNCSS aM goOdness CHJOVS

an suffers dımınutıion ftrom creation’ Could Sa v that thıs resS1ISsLANCE

COMUNS be metaphysıcs SINngıng trades basıc SCI1S5C that
In the anguage taken the older Reformed talk of endurıng Naiiires anı accomplıshed N-

dogmatıcs 15 the or of the ODETrATIONES creaturely dıvıne tends harden OUur
DJIe: EXLETNAE anı ıke all such works 1L ZJAZC preventmg us from PEICC1IVINS .Od’s C
the ODETALLIONES And ere dıstınction 15 aM unantıcıpated hıstorıcally SCNCFALLVE ACTS an

be made between the personal ınward works of dıstorting L10: understandıng of the possıbilıtıesGod an hıs essentıia|l works ad INTIVAa (the manıfold AN! responsıbilıties for ACLI1iON which ENCOUALE
decrees of the OC eternal dıvıne counsel) eCdE along the Way” Ihe book 15 clear 111 aV CS that
works belong, together but JUSt thıs order Fırst [t]he USC 19 ınhabıtatıon of Chriıstian descr1p-the Father eternal knowıng anı loviıng the Son of realıty happens iırreducıbly partıcular C1I1-
the On’s perfect the Father (Mat- UuUumsLances and thus depends NOL only OI1
thew 11 John 24) an the Spirıt's eternal of the SVSTEMALIC COn  Ns of theology ut also
searchıng of the deep thıngs of G0od (1 Corinthı1- havıng CN shaped 1NIO people wh. know
4a1l5s5 10) 11 en .‚Od’s eternal decree CTE416 how ask for AN! dıscern the Spırıt ADPCAFANCCthe world AaN! keep faıth wıth 1L then but (Z259 thıs STATFTCINENT appropriately balanced
only then the works ad PXIVTA those and ıtself stands agalINSL the backdrop of whole
redemptive ACLIONS whiıich G0od freely undertakes SCIICS5 of STATEMENTS that CADICSS al overarchıngtowards an 111 the world lo speak thus of the WOLTL Y that modern moral AaN! SYSTEMALIC theolo-
adıcal 110  —3 of EXISTEANGE 15 NOL ICS habıtually abstract from the UrSCNCICSundermıne 1CS SCHUMNC realıty, AaN! corrode of the lıfe of faıth tempted belheve thatthe that (IUTL the WOFr. finally Martter aVeC mapped’ H: moral developedIt 15 rather SEA the SO of realıty which the theologiıcal ontology the work essentiallyworld an 18 111 1T POSSCSS attempt 15 Onespecıfy precıisely what 1L Sa y CT ıf AT @8 COUTrSC systernatxc moral theologıes Darall As real moral ticular eed De alert the torce of thıs
1IN1TC1ALıvVve aAM INa Y genumnely respond 1 free-
dom God wh freely has granted u ıfe NOT aVe CVCLY 1C4SOIN 3.CCCPt the that

over-confidence 111 the explanatory AN! a-the dıyıne ıfe IC 15 un1ıquely aAM 1COTIMNIMMUNNL

bly hıs but the ıfe whıich properly 15 urs aACccord- t1onal of moral ontology Cal radıcally 11115-

characterıse how the Christian taıth COMICCTIVES ofIN hıs good pleasure
hıs rough outlıne 15 OC tradıtional WdY ıfe wıth God 1 HMMI anı Call FreS1IST the Judge-
specıfy what 1L eg1in speakıng theo- AN! hope hıch Ca  —3 onlv

111 the specıfic episodes of the CCONOILNLY of God?’logıcally of 4S the place hıch human
beings INaYy ıntend AN! the good For 1TS part speech and aActıon towards us But should

NOLT be LOO quickly torced decıdıng between5SIngıng Clearly knows aAM straıghtforwardly S
e the scrıpturally AaN! theologically basıc dıstınc- scrıptural transparency and systemat1c CORCNCY,
LION between Creator and Creation 15 NOLT between takıng dırect moral INSTITrUCLION from
God’ (254) But 1T CI1L1A41115 throughout uUunıntÄer- 1NtIra textually ramıned readıng of the Psalter al
ested and ındeed deeply LICT VOUS about the allowıng dogmatıcally ordered artıculations of
of doctrinal dıstıiınctions JUST ınvoked MO offers scrıptural teachıng dırect uUuSs ımplıcatıons f
us chort deeply 110 metaphysıcal of the gospel whıch mıght otherwiıse 1111410

INAeNLIVE should NO adopt LOO rng1dthe human S1TUALION He knows that speak of
Ur moral CONTLEXT 111 scrıptural 15 speak of posturc towards the long, catholıc tradıtıon of

moral theology ı hıch3CaATrc-the world 4S God and speak of the
infrangıble dıstınction between God and the world fully MO  ate) metaphysıcal STATEIMMCNT 15 under-
But he wıshes us mark thıs dıfference NOT the sStOO0d AS natural exXtensıio0nN and confirmatıon of
rst Dy deployıng doctrine of the e- the close contıinual dırect CENZASCMECNT wıth dıs-
TT perfection of the dıvıne ıfe Al ACCOUNT of the scrıptural an OMENTS of ACTIVE moral
dıyıne counsel and decrees the doctrine of CVEATLO COMM1LEME that 15 the PI1IMAaL y busıness of the

nıhnlo and but Dy takıng up the Janguage Chrıstian ıfe
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111 *the unıfled STAIMINAT of the dıvıne ıfe that faıth
seeks the dıverse OMENTS AN! strands of theThıs metaphysıcally deflatiıonary POStUI' C the
biblical 1ENESsSSs aM OUTLr lıves (255 Scriptureof Scrıpture moral world Brock’s book
15 might Sd V, both ftormal and materı1al WIL-finds correspondences 1TS treatment
Ca the manıfold wısdom of the OLIC Godof scrıptural inter prctat10n whıch takes ACLIVE textual reflex an JUSt fıttıng SErVanr of Od’s

COUNTLEFaACHNS what E takes be
intellectually unsatısfyıng AN! spirıtually troubling work of ıIntegrating INa y VO1CCS 1NLO sıngle SON£

of PLalsc,investmMment 111 hermeneutical method In Lransı- hus Scripture Cd  — be called realm
t10n1ng thıs aspect of the book’s ar gument 4S wıth Scripture S 1L 15 MUTATAS
ATrCc OTte NOT Jeavıng behind the of hOow

AT understand ITS talk of 1888 moral Ss- mutandıs wıth the exegetical tradıtıon hıs tradı-
L1ON be understood NOT rCDOS1ILOFV of SCL-ftormatıon 4A5 1NTO the wholeness God tled ontologıcal truths but 4S broad multıifacetediıntends tor hıs people Ihe CTE sımply AT somehow unıfled and unbroken wrestling wıthtakes dıfferent torm granted that Scrıpture specıfic (103) whiıich

15 precisely ICS varıegated canoniıcal torm the each has ICS OW: place alongsıde AN! COI-
dıvınely appointed Dy whiıch God embraces plex wıth others
Judges aM unıfles the Ianı y discourses of the world Brock 15 precisely rıght thınk 1INSI1IST that
1NTO sıngle STAMMAL how 15 thıs soteri0logical Scripture needs IıMprovemeNnt AN! that theologynNctıon find fıtting reCOYNILION 1W readıng MUST continually FreESIST the temptanon translate
practices? Scripture historically complıcated an COIICCPÜ.I-We begın wıth the sımple observatıon that Scr1ip ally mobile Janguage wholesale 1NTO SOLIIIC LLIOTC
L[UFE 15 NOT tormless It 15 Dy .Od’s desıgn neıther apparently purıfıed extens1ıble AN! \ generally rel
sıngle monolıthıc LTEeXT L1LOT conglomerate of ıdıom Modern of scrıptural readıng,only incıdentally elated It 15 the unıfled collection AN! of Chrıstian ethıcs AaVe LOO Often traded
of entirely dıstınctıive call the Caln abstractions of Scripture’s COMNFEN:E from 1TS
of the (Jld and New lestaments precıisely ftorm (L, 241). It ı15 Ar thıs that the analysısthıs torm 1T 15 the DYy whiıch God embraces of CONLCEMPOFAFV Scripture--and-ethıcs dıscussıons
and heals the Var1ıOus COITIPCUII dıscourses of OUT 111 Sınging |15 MOST penetrat1ng aın orceful, tor 1L
world Ihe task of Christian ethıcs then 15 NOLT 15 able diagnose the OnNtLeMPOFACYent
abstract SOLILIC mora|l COMNLEAL ftrom Scrıpture ur of method 4A5 spirıtnal problem aılure of theo-

telt dutv conceptually IMPDFOVC upON 1CS logıcal ack of confidence 1 GQ decısıon
form but sımply CXDOSC the Bıble’s nction rule hıs Church precisely through these

the dıvıne reclamatıon of the dıverse rationalı- al theır evıdent dıversıity ıN! EVECNn theır
LI1ES PartıtioNing an fragmenting C(UT lıves 253) dısarrav
More specıfically, readıng the Psalms WC ATIC led IThe becomes clearer lıght of the book‘’

ask “How do allow the scrıptural torm and proposal that thınk of scrıptural read-
shape both UT exegetical AaAn ethıcal INn& 4S A craft? Learnıng read the Bıble well 15

methodologıes? How do theır 1NCT tar LAÄCHE complex An self: Involving PTOCCSS than
unıty?” 242) Agaın the bespeaks real- master1ng AN! deployıng method hıs kınd of
1ST CnNnt Ihe moral of Scrıpture 4S bıblıcal interpretation CAaMHNOT be earned from A

integrated whole 111 the LV of 1CS torm AaN! 1r  s} manual” 1T demands apprenticeship
15 factor of 1TS employment the dıyıne those who Can teach us the torms of Judgıing"

SC VICE NOLT of OD readıng pract1ces Seripture’s how rıghtly OUTr place Ur socı1al aAM
moral relevance Ies NOLT depend UDON C(UT abılıty ultural CONTEXT A the log1C of OUrTr VeESs I SI aM how

ıdentıfv the text” overarching "subject--matter”,  z OUTr ımmediıate CONLEXT 11 Scripture
tor example, A SCT of unıfyıng tocal ıIMaSCS. Ihe (Z62) SG learn scrıptural inter pr CLatiON AS A

search for hermeneutical *centre’ of Scripture CI craft that 15 15 become dıfferent SOTT of PCISON
MASTEFr-CONCCDL always aılure an be transtormed DY COUTr TEEF SI0 long
dıstractiıon for Scripture 15 STAMMAL aM tradıtıon of churchly readıng

STAMMAC has CCHITE (29  2 15 Agaın the NICV hus ACLIVE eNgagEMCN 111 the church’s lıving
of Scripture 15 NOT characterıst1ic 1T exegetıcal tradıtion ı15 PIIMAL'Y, reqUIMNS and allow-
TUA [CX T Its UNıICYy 15 A nctiıon solely of 1TS relatıon INS 110 Justification ı of SOTMI1IC general
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hermeneutical theory EVCIi A theory of the ırre- InSs of Scripture includıng those ecadıngs whıiıch,
ducıbly communal qualıity of understandıng. One undertaken 1n post-metaphysıcal CIdA, longer

aspıre catholicıty. In thıs ö actıve def-sımply begins Dy beginning. it anythıng precedes
the inıtıal ACT of readıng 1n thıs tradıtıon it 15 sımply CC creedal an confessional documents 4S

the desıre do > where desıire 15 the quality of authoritıies secondarYy, derıvatıve authoritıes, sub-
personal ACT, and Call be described only 1n b1o0- ject Scripture’s absolute Judgment, but authori1-
graphical (Thıs 1S, take in OLIC of the func- t1es nonetheless theologıcal dıscourse
t10NS of the readıng of Augustine’s hermeneutical rather than closıng 1T oOWn It CO11-

CONVers1oN in the book’s introduction. ) Above al moral and exegetical reflection in much
WC CAaNNOT thınk that Call RET OUTr posıtıon VDIS- the SAa C WdY appeals the Scripture princıple
A-VD1IS Scripture and CEINISUTEC PrODCI readıng of 1T ın OT the CONstruction of theological systems both of

which A1C, WaVYS in whıch theology the COMN-advance of OUTr actually engagıng 1T certamly NOT

by the cultıvatıon an deployment of Al exegetical church DYy remindıng IT that ıts of
methodology. Scriptural readıng always 1S AT of sympathıes AaN! interests 15 NOT self-justifying. We
self-exposure, demandıng, complete commıtment. MaYy well continue allow CONMIMGELHIS about a“
Better, scrıptural ecadıng 15 A aCtIVItYy that takes Lure closure aN! theologıcal abstractiıon inspıre
shape wıthın the church ıf seek aIllc doubts about ancıent creeds aM modern systems
ICS orıgınal MOMECNLT, Sımply conftess: credo of doctrine, but it 15 foregone conclusıon
ecclesıam. AS scrıptural cadıng takes place AS that OUr orrıes A1C unıformly well-placed.

dynamıc 1n the COILNLMMNOIN ıfe of the saınts, useful MaYV be drawn AT thıs pomnt
wıth the TECENT Dy Olıver ()’Donovanheology of scrıptural interpretation MUST always

be heology of the thırd artıcle. “Ihe Moral Authorıity of ScHpane. Reflecting
All of thıs ıf IT 15 ın fact tolerably the exclusıvıty of the Iypo theou |‘from Dy

representation of the dynamıcs Brock seeks of Romans 151 (YI)Donovan explores the WaYS
iındıcate 15 much be welcomed. But agaln 1ın whıch the authorıty of the OC God us

would do well ask whether there ATC NOT losses through INa y media. While al authorıty
A4AS ell AS galNs in the WdYy Sıngıng makes 1tSs CaSC, “rom od’, 1T O€Ss NOLT eNCOUNTETr us dırectly from
an whether attending the partıcularıties of God, ut 15 medıated us through created STrUC-

Scripture an of the exegetical tradıtıon IMNaYy NOLT MIres ere thıs mediıatıon 15 dıstorted, creaturely
take somewhat dıfferent torm. reedom 15 separated trom ItSs LIru: SOUTCEC AaN! en

Mayv NOL in fact be led LMNOTC comprehen- 1in God, and human agents become enslaved DYy
S1VEe and ordered V1IS1ON of the manıfold unıty of the world’s “rulers an authorities’. Io perce1ve
the tradıtiıon, for example, ıf 1eW It NOLT sımply Ur moral sıtuation, then, 1S be instructed DYy
AS of spirıtual exploratiıon 4A55 “nter- the gospel that Chriıst has trıumphed VT these
generational dialogue of COMMUNITY of faıth AS worldly POWCLIS 2881 SIES enthroned AS *the CI-

IT learns ANCW what It 1LICalls walk wıth GOod’ e1gn Lord of creaturely authoritıies, appomted
(281) but aIsO aN! CVEeN primarıly AS the 1StOrYy bring them theır goal 1ın the of (360d P
of the church’s dıyıne sServVıce AS stewards of the alk of Chrıstian obedience, then: whıiıch ar1ses f

the intersecti1on of dıvıne authorıty anı creaturelyapostolıc gospel, the taıth once-for-all delıvered
the saınts?*/ Put LLOITIC sharply, 1S IT possı1ıble freedom, requıres uSs eak of the ascensiOcN

speak NOT sSımply of the corrig1bilıty of the creeds AaN! heavenly SesSSION of Christ. ATC led
(and confess10ns) but also of theır abıdıng Aauthor- (Ephesıians } speak of Christ'’s commMUNICAtTION
ıby? Unremiuitting STrESS partıcularıtıies C A  s ANTe ofhıs kıngly authorıty the church that 15 built

cur10usly Mattenıng effect HIStOTYV. agaınst the apostles and prophets whiıich 15 SaV, ubON
the authors of the New AaNı! Old lestaments. husımpressio0n that SOTILIC readers IMaYy take from the

sılences of Sınging, eed remınd ourselves the moral authorıty of Scrıpture 15 grounded 1n
that the Christian exegetical tradıtıon also 15 in christologically ocused of the CCONOINLY of
large CasSiiic creedal AN! confessional tradıtıon. salvatıon. because all genumne authorıty 15 self-
In domg S also need clearly ASSEeIT that the communıCcatıng, Scripture engenders 1ın the readıng
intention an effect of appeals the authorıty of church dogmatıc that themselves en]oythe creeds aM confess10ns 15 NOTLT sımply close A derıvatıve, lımıted, but Just PTrODCI authorıty

of theır OWN  20OWN the church’s interpretatıve options but a1sO
lıberate the church from merely parochıal read- Ihe dıfferences 1n thıs construal of the shape
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of the dıyıne CCONOIMY wıth those ın Sınging 15 aılıng develop eXtens1Ve, dırect ethıcal-
instructıve talk of Christ'’s ascensi0N and SESSION, MeNnNTS of thıs SO 15 Sıngmg ıronıcally) guilty of
for example, eNJOYS low profile in Brock, wh. leavıng undone what It asks ıts readers do Cag
speaks LMOTC fuently of the relatiıonshiıp between 68)? 'IThe charge, here elsewhere, probably does

NOT stick; charıtable rea| wıll, AT least, C-Chrıiıst aM the church usıng, the Paulıne metaphor fully factor 1ın quest10ns of ACtICcs and beforeof the 'body of Christ? read through Augustine’s makıng much of such claım IMOTC sSer10us CS-doctrine of the Chrıstus whıiıle makıng free aM t10N 15 whether the book’s PFrOPCI STrECSS moral
somewhat OPaQLIiC UsSsCc of the COMMUNILCALLO ıdıoma- descr1ptions ınvolves facto mater1al Iımıtatıon
TUM TIhe question 15 whether, gıven ItSs WI]1 doc- iın ıtfs understandıng of the task of Chriıstian ethıcs
trinal commıtments, Sınging Ca Cart V through Its aılure consıder wıth sufhcıent ATC °the tran-

analysıs of the relatıonshıp between Scripture An S1t10NS of thought between “descriptive” and CC  pre-
>Chrıiıstian ethıcs towards A fuller of author- scr1ptive of whıch torm of moral realısm MUST

Ity in the tradıtion. Only S perhaps, Can speak take ACCOUNL) SCC Olıver O’Donovan, “Ihe Obyject of
Theological Ethıics’, tTudies In Chrıstian FEthics 20.2of scrıptural interpretation AS °craft” earned DYy 210 203-214|1, 1C| puts thıs questioniımmersıon in the exegetical tradıtıon AaN! ICAN the

tradıtıon of Augustine al ] uther Ulrıch, Wiıe ESC  € EUEN In reflecting ON thıs
quest1ion, It 15 worth rememberıng that the EENXT. of
5SIngıng AaNnNOLT SIUMpIV be dıssolved into ıts ınfu-

Dr Donald Wood 15 ecturer ın systematıc theol- M  „ whatever the interpretatıve galns of ocatıng
AL the University of Aberdeen He 15 author of SIngıng ongsıde the work of Hans Ulrıch, ern!

Bartlı’s T heology of Interpretation (Aldershot: Ash- Wannenwetsch and others ın putatıve rlangen
Date, 2007 schoor, ındeed, iın longer tradıtıon of broadlv

1 utheran ethıcs, the FeXT has dıstinctive integrity
of ıts OWIN that needs always be recognısed.OTtes Herman Bavınck, Reformed Dogmatıcs. Volume

Ihıs 15 edıted versiıon of presented Aat the G0d and Creation (trans. Vriend: Tanı p1ds
Annual Book olloquıium of the Kırby aıng Instı- kerdmans, 2004 24)

10 See the Iucıd reflections thıs theme ın ertTuUTtfEe for Christian 1CS KLICE); House,
Cambrıidge, B eptember 2008 Sokolowskı, The (s0d of Faıth and Reason (Washing-

Chesterton, A Defence of Nonsense”’, 1ın StO- CON, Catholı1Cc University of Ameriıca Press,
VUWS, SONS and Poems London: IDent and Sons,

12 125-12/1. ] 1 See Bavınck, Reformed Dogmatıcs, 2:347)2
On the conceptual transıtıon between eternalChesterton, ‚ÜDeience : 120641274 Brian Brock, Sıngıng the 0S0i On the Place ll and ıts realısatıon ın time 1It W as handled by

of Chrıstuan Ethics In Scripture Grand Rapıds Ferd- the eIOorme: Orthodox, A the CONCISE FeVIEW of
INaNs, Page references the FEOXt ATC thıs the ın Heıinriıch CeppC, Iıie Dogmatık der
work. evangelisch-reformirten Kirche (  C  © Friedrichs,
Hans Ulrıch, Wıe (AL  € leben Konturen EDAN- 137-145 Ihe basıc MOVEMN! mıght be SUuLL11-

gelıscher (Münster: L4 Verlag, marısed thus the works of God ATC delıberate:
ON  m pomnt ın the book (248), thıs emphasıs G0od 15 GVGE unwiıllıngly unwiıttıngly the God he

the lıngustic dımensıon of all human experience eternally 15 uSs the 11l of God, lıke the knowl
ADDCAIS complıcate the realıst ımpulse. Nom1- edge of God, 15 saı1d be ıdentical wıth hıs GSSGII”EE

nalısm AT least threatens in the claım that olne But thıs does NOT exclude the poss1ıbılıty that God
metaphor reveals (creates) OC realıty, and draws could W1 the exıistence of another outsıde hAimself
OUuUrTt A dıfferent SCT of features of CXPEHENCE . ther wıthout detriıment hıs OWIl1 blessedness od C

afırmatıons the book (e.2., 2/2) ATC less ambıgu- eternally and ımmutably decree freely GTeCAre and
OUuSs S be the CFGatOTr. In that the object of the decree
C+ 2728 “Foreignness 1S, ultımately, the polıtıcal, 15 realıty external God, It 15 NOLT constıtutıve of
epistem1C, and practical alıenatıon of WOT. tryıng the divıne lıfe: G0d would be the ONMNC he 1S VCnNn ıf

ıtself.? he CC VET. decreed the world’s existence. avıng
A frue Christian ethıcal StTtatement venrfture. aıtf decreed, creatiıon ollows necessitate CONSEMUENTINE;

PFrODOSC specıfic actıon 1ın specıfic Cırcumstances, but ıfs NECESSILY 15 conscquent only ubDON the reEC
and iıt does NOT take  n the ftorm ofa general claım about decree. So, Voetius’ ormula °“Creatio 15 ACcti0
the g0o0od We dıscover OUr eıng 1n Chriıst when ad EXTVA, and therefore free, and accords wıth the

o1ve OUTr moral detachment and SaV, “RBıblica) decree. In addıtiıon 1t 15 outward and emanatıve, and
FE and ethıical consıderatıiıon MmMeeTt here ın thıs 15 dıstınguished from the decree’
sıtuation, and emMan: response” (  0-2 In 13 ( the final ıne of 35J1, 1C almost certaımly

EJT 18:2 153



|)ONALD WOooD

hould ead °*che allows urrıng of the lıne catıon updatıng of deposıt of hıstorical faıth
between creator |not :CreAture:| and creat10n). claıms. 15 IMOTC properly understood Joınıng
John Webster, “Wıe Geschöpfe EUEN Some dogmatıc collectıve probing of uUuNscCH for hıs
reflecti1ons’”, Studies In Chrıistian Ethics 202 people But why hould the oNgomng be played
280 !  3-2 off the gıven?

15 Or, wıth Psalm 130, the NAaInc of Go0od 15 be COIN- 18 Olıver U’Donovan, “Che Moral Authorıity of Cr1p-
ıdered *the anchoring CEINTIES of the textual AaCC türe, ın Markus Bockmuehl and Alan Orrance
created by Scripture’s ManYy te FarvV Orms 286) (eaS:); Scripture”s Doctrine and 1 heology’s Bıble

16 “CIhe POIT of CNIIYV iınto the Christian tradıtıon Hoıow the New Testament Shapes Christian Dogmatıcs
15 reca| of Scripture, NOT theory of readıng ranı Rapıds: Baker Academıic, 165-175
(265) U’Donovan, “Moral Authority”, 166

17 ( 286 ‘ Theology that begıns [ by callıng the 20 UO’Donovan, Moral Authorıity', 1/4
of the Or 15 NOT best described the explı

New International Bıiblical Commentary
The New International Bıblıcal CommentarYy, based the NIV translatıon, Oftfers the best of CONLCEMPOFACYV

scholarshıp 1ın d tormat that both general readers and SCTrOUS students Can USC wıtrh profit.

New Tıtles
Exodus (NIBC)

James Bruckner

C  Aames ruckner has produced excellent OMMENTAVY the book of Exodus. Ar VW wrıtten, su1table for
both student and scholar, and iudiciously makes O; best and INOST up-Lo-date VESOUVCES fOr the study of thıs
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