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Fellowshiıp ot European Evangelıcal Theologıians
Bienn1ial Conference: Evangelical Perspectives

Spirıtuality
by Stephen Olsen

edıted by Pıeter J. ALLEMNAN

UMMARY

This conferencer also SEr VES introduce the artı" spirituality from iblical, historical, systematic and practi-
cles In his ISSUE In 2008 HET discussed the tOpIC of cal angles.

RESUME conference avaıt DOUT theme < Perspectives evange-
iques SUur Ia spiritualite » L es l’ont aborde de

Ce Compte rendu de Ia conference 2008 de /AFTE sert divers pOoINtS de VUue iblique, historique, systematique
d’introduction dUuX articles dans numero. Ka et pratique.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
mend Dopuläre Thema der Spiritualität oringen [ )as

Dieser Konferenzbericht dient auch als Einleitung für die Konferenzthema autete: „Evangelikale Perspektiven ZUr

Artikel dieser Ausgabe. 2008 diskutierte die FEEEFT das Spiritualität”. Die Hauptreferate der Plenarsitzungen
Thema Spiritualität AdUus biblischen, historischen, Systema- und die Semımnare versuchten, die für Evangelikale ent-
tischen und praktischen Perspektiven. scheidenden Aspekte Im inblic auf die gegenwärtige

nter der Schirmherrschaft der Fellowship of Furo- Spiritualität ıdentifizieren und dann biblische und his-
DeEaN Evangelical Theologians trafen sich Theologen dus$s torische Charakteristika eIıner evangelikalen Spiritualität
VWest-, Zentral- un Usteuropa ünf Tage lang Im August aufzuzeigen, anhand derer [1dl) diese entscheidenden
2008 In der ähe VOTN\ Berlin, arneı ın das zuneh- Aspekte angehen kann.

Under the auUspI1Cces of the Fellowshıp of kuropean Orıitical 1SsSsues
Evangelical Theologıians, theologıans trom West- IThere 15 unden1ı1able rEeSUrSCNCC of spiırıtualıty,CIT, Central ATı Ekastern Ekurope gathered Outsıde
Berlın, Germany, for ive days 1ın ugust 2008 ın Jargely heart-based, Occurrıng 1ın (T world today.

It 15 1eeded correctıve the past But AS 1n allOrder bring cClarıty the increasıngly popular
1ssue of spirıtualıty. Ihe conference theme W as

hıstorıcal shıfts the pendulum SWINgS LOO far wıth

"kvangelıcal Perspectives Spirıtuality”. Ial y dıstortions and unıntended CONSCYUCIICCS,
Evangelıcals eed ıdent1ify where they TEIhe maın PaPCIS delıvered ın plenary SESSIONS

and the sem1ınNaAars sought ıdentify critical 1SSUES taıled AN! ıdentify the gz0o0d Darts of thıs CUI-

for evangelıcals iın CONTtEMPOFALYV spirıtualıty IM rent AS ell AS Its abuses aAN dangers
then provıde bıblıcal AaN! hıstorıical character1s- Ihe call of thıs conference, therefore, W as largely
t1Cs of evangelıcal spırıtualıty in Order ddress boundary setting: what ATC the par; ameters of bıblı-
these critical 1Ssues. cal and hıstorıcally rooted evangelıcal spirıtualıty?
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As general operational definıtiıon of spirıtualıty, an hands” spiırıtualıty that ımpacts CVCIV aS PCCt of
the conference sed Sandra Schneider’s defin1- personal AN! communal ıtfe kvangelıcal Spirıtu-
t10N: “Spirıtnali AS Iıved EXPEVLENCE CN he NE AS alıty vigorously postur C of yıeldedness,
CONSCLOUS ınvolvement In the project ıntegration submıssıon, receptiVity aM respONS1VveNESS An
hrougl self-transcendence toward the ultımate value before God (Coram Deo). It 15 both PrOPpCI attı-
OME percervEs. 57 tude of approach God 4A5 well AS the result of

E NCOUNTE wıth hım OneSstYy and vulnerabıl-
Bıblical an hıstorical characteristics of Ity hand-ın-hand wıth yıeldedness. kvangelıcals

pr CSCHT themselves unmasked, wıthoutevangelıcal spiırıtu  ty
Iwo categori1es of characterıistics emerged from

God Ekvangelıcal spırıtualıty 15 spiırıtualıty NOLT

Just of the iındıyıdual but also of the COMMUNItY.the PabCrs Anı dıscussı10Nns: theological NON-NCRO- Deeper spirıtualıty 15 pursued wıth others iın thetables aAM experiential characteristics. Theologı-
cally, evangelıcal spirıtuality 15 bıblıcally rooted, ome AN! church 4S well AS indıvıdualiy. Fınally,

evangelıcal spiırıtualıty 15 miıssıional 1n Its AN!Chrıistocentric, Spirıt inspıred and hıstorıcally applıcation. Ihe transtormed ındıyvıdual ATı thepracticed. It 15 bıblıcally rooted in three WaYyS
15 the evangelıcal’s prımary tor teachıngs transtormed COMMUNItY overflow 1n miıssıional A

transformatıonal WAaYS wıthın the home, churchAN! examples of spirıtuality; these teachıngs and
examples A1C authorıtatıve; aM It plays central aAM CIty 45 ell 4S iın relatıon the earth ıtself.
role iın actually shapıng anı maturıng the CVd

gelıcal ındıyıdual and cCommunıtYy. Evangelıcal SPIr- Evaluation
ıtualıty 15 thoroughly Christocentric. Ihe ınfınıte
aN! personal d 15 the object of CVd

hıs conference W as largely descriptive ın
Ihere seemed be the assumptıon that SC CVdgelıcal spirıtuality. Communıon wıth hım through

Christ and the 7U} defines evangelıcal spiırıtual- gelıcal spirıtualıty 15 clearly defined then of COWMSE

ItY. Evangelıcal spırıtualıty 15 also pervasıvely Spiırıt ONC Can lıve ıt But thıs conflates the goal AN! the
It confuses knowıing wıth domg. clearinspıred. It 15 the Holy Spirıt who inıtlates, ou1des

and transtorms. Fınally, evangelıcal spirıtualıty has descr1ption IMaYy pomnt the WaYV ut IT doesn’t S -

aSTt Ala y of practices wıth hıstorıical precedence sarıly help OC SeL there. More work needs
from such STOUDS 4A5 the Reformers, Moravıans and one how evangelıcal spirıtuality 15 actually Iıved
Dietists. ur in practice. Orthodoxy AN! OrthopraXy MUST

Experientially, evangelıcal spiırıtualıty 15 COIN- together. What W Aas lackıng 1ın academı1c r1gour
cerned wıth wholıstic approach, yıeldedness, W asSs compensated DYy the WAarm personal CONTAGEIES

NONESTY, cCommunıty AaN! 1SS10N. It 15 wholıstic 1n Ihe specıal stimulate students, especıially
that It NCOMIDASSCS CVCIY aspect of PCISON rather those workıng doctoral dıssertat1ons, W asSs VCLY

usefulthan Just SOMNC “spirıtual” part It 15 Hea eart

© Fj 19:7


